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1954
Ly Ldieliyatiy Devartment of woology, wsritigh Luseum

(katural nistory).

During 1954 the writer wae the woologicul nember of
ihe oritish iuseum (lLatural ligtery, wnd wdoyul forticul tural weoci-
ety's lepul xpedition. -Jlitnough birds were noit veing coliected
guring the sxpedition & considerable number ol notes on those spec-

ies identilied throughout the period were accwiululed. he Xpedi-
tion was in the Tield from April 11lth until lLoverber Cth. lhe urea

wortked was te tng gouth of tre CLhaulegliri and sana urna .wnges and
the druinape sysyem of tlie rLoli Gandakl Hiver which Ilewe southward
between these two langzes from the vibetan border. 1his oreu is
covered by %" maps Hose. 68: (mitinath) 2nd 71D LCGurkiw ).

ine following localities 2re mentioned in tiese notess

denj (L8 LOS5'N4p83 34VdepopUu0? ) is & large villige wt tue junction
of tue uayangai ihela and the Lali Gendoki,

Jorban (28 24.5'1.p83 23.5"4ep3y500") i8 = small viliage al tie

. Jjunction of the Rithum and hayungdi Lholas.

Ghanpokhora (26 17'UepEd 18V5,57,000') ip a Tuirly larpge vil uge on
a uerverig-covered sadale betwesn vhe cursywnal and Lddam (holas.
Ghaga (R8 45.5'N,.s80 .-;E-,.:i":-:.,‘hut.u'l is o emgll villoges caongst the
pine=forents of the ~auli Gundull iver. ‘
Guriaechani (26 205" es 8 LueBluaytyb¥'d in an . griculiural viliage
on the scutliern slopes ci the Lthaulapiri Fimel,

Jomosom (26 47'U.pB3 44'.5.99,500") in o Tibetan villwue on the huli
Gandaki .

Lulapani (28 39'heped 36 4989500 ) in o mmall vil SES Auonett Llie
pine-forests ol the ssli “unaull where the Kiver insersects lue wain
axis of the himaluyos.

Bustiih (U8 135452 egul 4lVuepdpOLO") i8 & large viliuge on %e junection
of tre l.odl rtholx and the Lali Ganculki, A '
Lumsum (28 31 'Hepbd 17'hep€po00") i v mmell ugricultursl vill wge on
the Dar rhola.

dhe iudi rholl originates in ke i 01 AAYe Uliie L4 wnd iV owad

cropuep tie plain ol sokinaa cagt of tihe Touy LuleBs



e

the Lodi ihola has its source at Ammajurna 111 and joins the .ali
Gundeki at husma.

Muktinath (28 48.5'HepE3 52e5'5e912,500") lies on the north-west
slopes of the Muktinath Himal.

Fhewa Tal (28 13'N.p63 57'2.925500') measures aproximately turee
miles leng by thres~quariers of a nile wide and ig the largest of
four lakes on the plain south of .ecklhiara. duch of the land surround-
ing the lakes ig cultivatedsgrezed or sparsely woodad.

goklapn (28 14'Wep85 59'.p2y0L0") 15 the zecond lurgest town in Nepal.
zura Doong (12,500') is @ Yibetun foriress two miles west of laktinathe
The Rombrong hidge (26 21.0'Uesd4 L-12"ue) Tises IrTom 450Ul = 12,2786
on thie goutheru plopes of the lamjung Mimal end is well forested.
apaket Tal (30 J'ieped Ueltieydpoln') ia cne of tiie four ickes on the
pluin soutll of -okhiurd.

Sikha (28 2B5e5'Wepll 41eb'usptoviin') and Ullert (20 ZLe5'liegld 44e5'L0
5,500') lie on the unerta-west wnd souti-esust slopes respectively of

& wooded ridge leading up o Annapurna V (25,0070 ).

Siklig (20 22'N.s84 G'Bep7p000Y) 18 u fairly lurge villoge on Lue
slopee of Apnapurna 1V overlocking the lidi Lbhola,

Taglung (28 39'"Hepcd 376D'uepPpCul’) ie & small swauer villuge over-
looking the fali Gandaki .nd on the south-wesiern slopes of tue
Wilpiric whichh tower clove Lo <Gg<iille

Tatopund (28 OU'Eegsod JE'WeplgUuut) ip slluutsd at tus junction of
:I;he Ghar hholw mad the hall Gondaki .

fhﬁnﬁ Lolee {s & wmall river ilowing iram the fumktinath Limed north-
weetvwards to JoIn the rall Gapacki o4 Wkinigoon g‘:‘;:.; 20™MeplC 44Vl

Qe HUUY )

sukuchic (28 4545'1e983 39'50eplp500Y) is w zuirly large Jivetan-style
tzading villiage lying on the .&li Gandaki « few mlleg euczt of the
peak of IDheulugiri (26,c10').

Ulleri (See under Sikhu,e
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LOTVUB COTaXi sAuven.

tartias ol Z~4 and single blirds were Ifreguencly seen
between 12=-15,000% on the porilhi-wveelern slopes of the Mulciinath Iimal
and on the northen slopes of La Uilgirie curing Septenber am Uctober. .
torvug mecrorhyvacihus: Jungle Lrove

Only coscrved up in aboub YpUun’ in whe Jorvust «ieas
on the southern slopes of the Ihulugirl ne ancaparpe famelo, ihis
species vus frequently la canpuny wive LOUBE UTrOwWSe
Corvus splendcnss: [ ouBe 0.

Igiremcly COnion &1 ~Gohart and Che msjority od villages
between 8-4,0L0", |
Urocigua melanocepbelut Aad-~tilled =luc wwgulte

rarties of up ic & deiuou wors irveguencly ssen in the
forests 1o the norui-west cof vokikra bulwem Spuvd! i 7yudd and
alse vetween the ..odi clola ane the wwll Guuaaki in the jungle uvetween
oikhs and Clderd (C-ipLuu!)e i puruy of wuoul el bt virul 25 aesen on

one ocuasion in & .dpe-wood av Lodapdol ot Yeuuul,e !

e

Urocispa flevircesiripi feliow~bilich wiUe lwgple.

; dhe ouly Liue Lids specics was obuerved wuas in tie

f

forests noyih=wesl ol rokhara in Aprile.

Egng;__;ggg__gggagae. limeal sy G &rdt—y;-.

Ocrasionully seesun in the ifcoreats arcund rokharda.

i
Li

ﬁugifrgga caryacatacies:s uterucker.

several wmaul) nelsy soar.des were seon in the pine-
Torests betwecn Ghapi axd Lalapepl during veptemuer cadd Cclober,

el b ChOougs s

Very large periies were aesent woove luktipath and in
&ll the alypine arews 2bove Lukuchs during septueuler, but by October
17L thoy werc common Govm o <pCCU' and only & iew ucattered birds
were seen above 12,0ul’,
syrrugcorax praculusi Alpine Choughe.

Always seen in small numbere witi tie Uliough &t the
higher al$iitudes vut not noticed as low down as Tukuche (Cp5007 ).
£arus major: indian Grey Iit.

srequently seen i n the forests wbove csokhuwrd and



Le
sikhae
Lopkophanes ruionuchalis: Dluck Tit.

Several bivce were seen on weptember ZL7th in some
thick rhodendron and Bumboo jurpgle wbove aslapani at 19,000 and the
following day severtl wera scen in pine-foresie ot Halapani ot Cs0uG'.

ophone gus: Lrewn Cregiec Tit.

Jour birus were obgerved 45 clogely =g Tour feet in
the pine-forests =t Luilapoini on Leptanbez 27the
Agglthaligcue concinpusi Hed-heooded Tit.

A flock o1 wbout twenty was vatched ot Teglune on
Qetcber 3rd us they seurched for foed wiongat pire-ncsdles at 16,0007,
Sitta himslavensip: ldwalayan Tuthoatek.

. ihig species was Trecuently seen in e w2 cnd

a
rhododenrgn forests noarth-went of rokbora wmd 2beva LHlklhio (up to 88,0000 ).

Gerrulex zlbogularie: «ddie-tlrovted Lowgdsng=tlyust,

Cnly obperved by the writer in tie 2.k 4G 1lodo=
dendron forest vetwecn uikhe ond Ullexdl,vetreon 7,7 Y nd 9,077 %,

ilis spdbiea wap veuelly in {lecks of 4=f birdo.
ggmgﬁgégénuu pehiptlicenss Blaty-recded Selultoar-vablbler.
' sreguently sesp In ve viciplt, of IMewa T2l in
sarly luy.
leioptila cupislrutas Moev~lesdre Libing

annll pardles were: ssec in soet of tie forszat areasy
éapecially between 5,00 '=E,00L' alons: the Ladi wholue
s;g;lzgggtés leuccpenyst white-chesked bul ultle.

s epeclies seaEied cxuv.anely ;iznhixul in the
verberig-cevered Lillnices szommu Jhonpoxbioré o e enc or . ril.
1t wes 2180 observed in most cveén —rews arcuwnd villages up 1o 7,0uu'.

i
Certhiu hinzlavenas: inclayon {reccileeler.

ihig gpecliens vap sncoounbered in il ué Luarger
forest areas Lraversedycsapsclally tlhe ging=Torecis o1 the usall
Gundaki velley north of Ghusazsnd =lgoe Lhe pine-icresies ol ithe
dhini Rcla.
iriclodrima mururia: Wallcreeper.

On Ggptember 17th & single bird wad clcsely watched

climxbing over bare verticul rock vetween 14,0uit am 15,ull! in



the Thini ihiola valley. Un oeptenber SJ.S‘I;Iu a pingle bird was sBeen at
fukucha at (pi00', On the morning of Uctober 20thyat lukuchagtwo birds
were watched Tox some Llue on the wall of 2 house und were luter the
same oy still 15 the vieiniiy. On VUctober J‘ath willst the wrlier was
travelling south clong the Lall Uunduel, vedtweern Ghasa <ala 1atopani,
Tour wallcreepars were secnd Lwo were on Teckssand two {lying south
along the course of Lhe¢ .41l Uond.ki.
Cinelus pallagiit Srowm Dipper.
Although only secn «lon. Tl ey Lholé wi Augumywnes's two puirs were
present in June ond July,thip species uuuwoubteuwly ocours dn most
mountain sireame.
vaxicola torguaile: ostoncchat.

DWO pUATE piowesly brecuing at Gurjukhiani (56,5001 ).
unicu maculatbug . o o0Luod soralasl.

A plngle virve ubserved at e small cascade abv
Gurjes il fn July ne euoiuey slopg uue Deabupsh Lhiola al Tukuckse in
ceptenber.
Chalmurrhornlp leucscupneiw: wWhite~copueca gceturt wild fliyucornis

} s e W b.L.nJ..’U\- U\l; el ks burt.

Lu river oy soredn sewaed to bLe without these two
gpecicas «Toquently two Or wore uvulrs ol sack wpeclies were witrin a
hundrsd yurdan of e=ci ouuers Jhe .mt'f.'er apecics wue not noticed above
6=74 000" Wiz rcws tue lormer was secn Irequently up tp 15,000' in the
alpine sonee ol the Lemjung limal,the Uilgiris wad the luktinath Jdmal.
i ik CYLOUI § gu=ilanked Sush LoUiIle ad

A pingle female in the forest «bova bikha (8,5001)
on Uctober ZUth was the only time this gpecles Wis Becll.
2Uurdus woulvoul i LIeYy~Wingol JlACkoiice

dis species wac only euncounverad in the jungle
vetween ULLlorl and wikuc.
lonticola polijfaris: Slue Hocketlaushe

SeeRra) pelirsg were encounvered on the north-western
slopes of theé Muktinath Himal between 12,000" axd 16,000' in September
and October,
Lyophonus cagruleus: Whistling Thrushe.

Frequently seen on all rivers south of the main
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moun®in ranges between 3,000' and Ly,uull,
Lyl copula gupercilivriss white-broved Jlus slycatcher.

A palr in the pine-forest ot Lulapani (&,000') on
Septenber 28th was the only occasion on which this speciss was seen.
Dicruzup WOCcroCercup i Llick ITongo.

slthough nowhere near so common in ulieg hills oe i3 is
on the plains this ppecies was Irequentily encountered «rounc the
lower villoges and severul tirds were present at Gurjakhani in June
snd July.
Acridotheres trisis: Comuon iynuh.

—lremely common in all villages south of the main
mountaln range.

Carveducus é:-‘g!‘;‘x.rigum Comupn LoE2LLNCHe

A pudr &b Gurjakheni ic Juge widl wuly wus the only
locality at whicn this specier was enccunlerad.
ypacanthip gpineidegi Himalayun Greeniincl.

A flock of c.80 birds was Irequentl: secn 1t Gurjokhund
in june wnd July leeding in the Surley Iieldspand small ilocke ot
dukucin in the Autuan in Duckwlieat fields.

Eopper montanug ! Urec=upariove

Yecagionwlly ee<n &l Fokiers in Apsil. Juirly common
about the houses ol Jukucus und Jomosom along the Lali Gundaki.
Fapgsey coucnlbicus s louss-o Eriovs

vsen mainly @i rokhara wnd the loverd viliagos.
fagser rutiluang: Uinnumon SpParrov.

i Dedy were nesting in & wollow vPeg.wt Yhews 26l in
garly leys another padir was fesding young in o Lvdiow bree «lhove
oixha (U,500') in late liny, and four birds were keuuing compuny
with a flock of Himalayan Greceniinchee at CGurjakhwni in early July.
Delichon urbicas louse lartin.

On the werning of June 0th an olouogt cndless siream
of this species was pascing sapt low over Lumsunyunc on one occusion
& floek of 200 was counted. llony birdo were pacsing southk over
rokhara between the 2nd and tih of lovember.
idpapia runsgtris: Crug Lartin.

A dozen or s galre were nesting in the ¢liiils along

the Seti lhola at Pokhara in tlie midule of April.



e

dirupdo rusticai Swallow.

Qthough not go abunuwant ap ths nexd gpoecieg; ae Common
vwallovw wae peen tLrougoont the breeding reagon at the lower altitudec,
Hirunde deurica: lled-rrmed Swallowes

This suecins waps brecding commonly in wony vikloges
between FPokhera and lumsumyrarticelurly tlcse sivctsd lgie to rivexep
esger the EAll Gandeki btetween ruame and Jendesand $he Jiyeargdl llola
betwean Dbeni &nﬁ Larben,. sests were usmally cvopsirucsted uador Ly
roofn of veranfohe;ofien threw cf Louy nuets per housee.
dotocilla wlba: vhite urgiail.

Dronglout e aummmer ro or two of ads s ecice was
frequently saar in the wicialty 3 coters Turing the fizst wesk of
llovember large nuubers were dtdly [saciny south over Lok..urpocLags
lonally RIIEhting on the Ierpt Misidoe «

Motsoilla finve: Ysllow Yapladle
LGEan USUCliv In the vicinpisy o ILlVeTE, 0L len in company

witih white vagtalio.

wostoarc aluebrogn s WAte—~Lg 2.
he only occaricy Tho Nird wad puen wes on kay 10tk

vhwn one wis watcheo zuardiuin. 03 oo wvngerl whe selicge ol = mmall
group of fango treva Lorwering <liewa Lal.
Floug suuv@abupé oColy-Lellicu GGl J0ULLACLET e
A iy ifreqguently auén in the jungle «wvove wikha (69500%)
\

in the latier hell of uyy were probabl, nesting. wovdpeckers were

occasionul 1y Ruard cxumidng in wost wreas of jungle but were rarely

L@OM.

Zyegaenhly poun during April ul the lower algpitudesy
around oyQil';sopecialliy along vhe .ddam snsla and ot shewa 1ale.
ceryvle Inpubrig: lilnaleyin Zied Lingfishier.

SWo Lirds wers present <t Fhowe L4l in early luy.
Alcedo atilie: iingfiehers

Gingle birds of this specico were occcau.onally seen
along rivers abmut Z,000%,

¢ Wliite~breasted LingTieher.

o birde were present at Lthewa Tal in early Lay.




Upupye 6p. pB s Lloopoe.

During september o nuuber were present in the &rea

-western

arouna rura Dzong énd Juktinath on the porthmex slopee oi the
duktinath Himalj one bird wae noticed at 15,000 on the 1l7th.ak
n ceptembeyr Z6th four were teen bolwean lukiieli: and woldapomlie
tdcrovug uelba: Alpine Swift.

Alpine SwiTie were very cabundant ot the western end
ol sliewe 1al in ecxly Zaye. ihey wore not ncticed unywliere ¢lse.
Coprimul -us macrourus: lLong-tuiled Lightjar.

On the worning of Qeitchber 16th o bird ¢l this especies
vag stulled und watched for scme time wuongst the pinc-iovesus ol
the Thini Kheole velley ot 153;0.001, Qke white zpot en vech wing and
or: the tips of the ocutemioet tailicutiiers were clearly visiole.
Accoréing te salim Ali (indian 1411 LClrde,l.4$8153) tlis species ococurs
up $0 about L0000
tuculur canerus: Common (Cuckeoc énd Cuculus microuberuss indian Cucikoo.

Loth spocies were sgaen and heard almeet diily during

April und liwy all around so¥hara and on the southern slopes of the
dauapurna pange ap to about Cywwlt, Whe Indian Cuckoo was frequently
heac cu.lling «cross the valleys wll dey ane ndght.

spitlacul Ayedite : wlaly ~neaded larakact.

2locks not axcewvding 40 in vwiber were ssun dally =k
vidlat tho writer was at rokhers in sarly YNovan:ber. Tha flocks
would 21y norlh cver the toim to the wooved glopes ci the Annaguins
idasl juat afvsr sunrise s rsurn couilh in e lube =ftornoun.

aibo_cenpalengisg:s Hock agle=-Owl.

A pingls bird prowsbly of this specics was perched
motionless on & cliff ledge ut beni on July £1ste It wus not possible
te ayproach the bird and meke it toke Iflight owing to the indcessa-
bility of ite perche.
sureopy e calvuss ing Vulture,

sragquently encourtered in OBl &rcwd <0 u. lower
elevations feeding on carcesses with other scuvepging wpucies; Grifion
VulturessCrows etc.

Gyps bimalevensip: vimalayan Griifone
This common vulture was seen almosl daily throughout




9.

the whole of the Lxpeditionsmore comuonly i tac lower <liituces but
also faiyly common upy to 13;0Uc? in the Tukuchi. end Mktinath areas.
deouvhyen perensnberups -gyutlan Voliure.

Falrly coamadons Wiouph Usalily in pairpyin west areas
up to about iL,;0 U,
Hilvus migreng goviliGed Loomaon suriah Ldte.

Aboedrly cuwson species in and neur wll villages
covered by Lhg ax_vuwitdbon up te imkiinesh (15,000%).
#eleo tlanunculus . -catrel,

aeilrels vele rreguently seen in ones and Lwos
hovering over whe lucu~-tensely wovded mountiingsides. AU <iklis om
Aprll 20 five were in {a@ «ir ot one time witiin & lev uundred
yaras oY excli obther. & wuiceniillied hews wilta & possilblao durk
poustieinl plrige wab Bsen b wUrjalliial od Juus 7 uiswidlist on
wepwantber 1ath o hawlk tne sise vi & seregrine wasd seen vo aive inrough
the misgt =nd tako & anell paswreine ia 1uvs taelous on e &lpine slopes
at 15,000"' above tuktinail.

16+ slous arile Dove.

iois bird was yuite olten seen Lefore Lhe monsoons
zninly fevding in the Iields around villagibs
Alectoris grascas Chukore.

Altbougn this ppecics wae only seen by the writer am
the stony Lrsie AE Zuktvinuth lwharé 4 floox of fifveen wvus frequently
digturved) it urdenvtediy cccars in othsey similer labituts in other arewus

-
TodEuA-LIUY e O BHuwee I,

this spucies occurs in uost of tre high alpine areas
on the glones 01 ¢iae -HNLAUUIMG Wik “henl gird _dusloybut wae not often
BCEN.
Arbrophile torg &3 Conmion A1l ~kurvridgc.

ihie comuon puriridge was onlv seen by the wrliter on
the Danbrong riagesnorth-sast of Fokhara and at Ghonpokhars wieras
occu.sional pairs were ilushed in lste April.
Grus ggup: Comion Cpine..

Y iai&xilﬁrigg chie first weel: ol Uctober numbors ol Uranes

were seen igreling southsfollowing ihe wali Ganwakxi fdver wbove the
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IUCN/SSC TRAFFIC GROUP

Group chairman: John A Burton

c/o Fauna Preservation Society Zoological Gardens Regents Park London NW1 4RY
Telephone 01 586 0872 Cables FAUNASOC LONDON NW1
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TRAFFIC (Trade Records Analysis of Flora and Fauna In Commerce) is n Specialist Group of the Survival Service Commission of
the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources. It's function is to monitor the international trade in
wildlife on behalf of the Survival Service Commission.




