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RAF Dhaulagiri Exnedi ti.on March - May 1914 

Systematic list of birds. 

)~te!" Anhinga rufa. One by Rapti ftiver, Chitwan, 19 May. 

L~~tl~ .. K:r:'~~lL!:~E.<:l}, Rutorid.es stria·~¥~.. Sevew skulking under banks of 

Rapti River, Chitwan, 19 May. 

r.:tc:cJ:1x.:p!-..:~JJ.., Ardeola greyi. Common 13;t Chi twan and at Kathmandu. On""e at 

Phewa Lake, Pohkara, 12 lYlay. 

(~_ar!l~L~~.9:!.,a.:n .. r:lg.:re~, lTIgretta al1?~/~~termedi~. T\'lo or thre~ by Rapti 'fR., 
19 May - n·.)t dosely studied.) 

Little egre1) Egretta garzetta. One at Phewa Lake, Pokhara, 12 May; 

several around Kathmandu and many at Chitwan on large and small rivers. 

Chestnut bi:tt~!'~, Ixobry:chus cinnamomeus. One seen closely in flight at 

small ,ieel amongst elephan'~ grass at Chit\mn, 20 May. 

~~te_:::lliJ.Qk!2q, .. _~.t.Ql'~, Ciconia eniscoJ2.us. One by Rapti River, Chitwan, 19 May. 

Xenorhynchus asiaticus • Two by Rapti River, Chitwan, 

. 20 May. 

~~~~~~_~~s., Pseudi~is papillosus. Two by small river at Chitwan, 22 May • 

. ? J..ess~r w~~s~ling ~e_?-l, Dendrocygna javanica. (possibly Large whistling 

teal, D.bicolor). Two by small river at Chitwan 22 May. Dark, rounded 

wings prominent in flight. Upper tail coverts not noted but body colouring 

closer to illustration of D.~avani~jt~. 

~?t_~o.n ~_e~l, Nattapus c?romandelianus. rrwo on small "Jeedy jeel at Chi twan • 

. Black kite, Mil vus migrans. Seen, one or two at a time, for first few days 

out of·Pokhara. None at LumsUffi; 1 or 2 present most of the time at 

Dho,rpatan (9500'). None from there l'J to rrarakot where seen t\.[ice. Then 

none until Birethanti (300i)') on ~~eturn journey. Most had moderately 

oonspicuous white patches und.er "rings. 

Goshawk, AcciJ2iter gentilis. One at Tarakot (11500'), on 16 Apr. Flying 

over spruce forest at camp and. one f·tooped very fast over camp. 

rSparrow hawk, Acci pi ter nisus. A rathe r pale, small ha"Jk at Dhorpatan on 

5 Apr probably this species but not ~een very closely. 

Blaok e~,gl~h Ictinaetus malayensis. One at Lumsum (7500') on 25 Mar., 

flying very low over forest ~nd scrub. Also one at Chitre on 6 May.-

similar altitude and habitat. 

? G_rey::~~_ade~_Ji~h~!l~_~eg!~, Ichh...Y.?J)haga ichthyae~us (or possibly Himalayan 

grey-headed fishing eagle, 1. nana, but clearcut black and white tail vlould 

seem to make former more likely.) One perched on low branch overhanging 

weedY ~ee1J at Chitwan, 21 May. it- """l!.. f,'[) 1\. -L., n 1 (,.; lift. :J.o/lt4-I...~" ,~\ 
• ~ 1 "'-" . ...... c""'-<;. .~-~ '-. ... ~ ~ ~"--! 
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Black_~}.t~r~, Tor~<?-~....£~lvu~. One l30aring with other species SW of 
_~_-A.::_ •.. ____ .~._ • 

Pokhara, 9 May. Red face and white flank spot clearly seen. 

~J:~~p:.~r:iJfon vu,l t~r~, Gyps himalayensis. Seen intermittently from 

Pokhatra all the way to Tarakot and the Barbung IChola but not noted between 

there and near Jomosom. One found recently dead in the Barbung lChola. 

Lo~g-billE:l_?- vultur~,~ Gyps indicus. One overhead ~ at Chitwan. 

~p_~i.~~ whi·~_e=;:,)a?_lc~.~_~l tl!-3!.l' 911:£8 bengalens.if.!. Two at the tiger kill at 

Chitwan. 

Egyptian vulture, Neophron percnopterus. Several at Pokhara and on the 

first day's march, thereafter none until Tarakot (11000') where there 

was one around camp on several days; then one at Sangdah (12000') and 

several between Tatopani and Pokhara. Not noted at Chi twan • 

. Lammergei~ra' Gypaetus barbatus. First seen at ])arapani (?6000'). Daily at 

Dhorpatan and thereafter most days right up to the Mula pass where one 

seen at about 15000'. One seen closely on ground at the campsite at 

Kakkot in the Barbung Khola. 

Pale harrie~, Circus macrourus. One at Dhorpatan, flying low over flat 

pasture by river (2 Apt). 

~i_~.~. __ ?a.:r::EJ-er, Circus melanoleucC:),s. Il'wo flying low over paddyfields, and 
"-perching on banks, in the Gabung Khola on our first day out from Pokhara 
/, 

(15 Mar). 

Crested serpenteau·l~., Spilornis cheela. One perched on low bl"apch in 

forest at Chitwan. (20 May) 

+.ndian hobby" Falco severus. One circling over the lodge at Chitwan, feeding 

on termites during a mass emergence of flying forms. Very russet below 

(21 May). 

Kestrel, Falco tinl1unculus. Single birds intermittently from near Pokhara 

to 12000' in the Barbung lChola. On the return journey noted only near 

Birethanti. One at Dhorpatan seemed very pale. 

Ti betan SllovLQock, Tetraogallus tibetal1us. Snowcock seen and heard at 

summit of Jangla Pass, on east side of Mula Pass and near ~~~ Sangdah. 

Last ap"eared to be this species but not seen very closely. 

Chllico~, Alectoris chllicor. One by Uttar Ganga at c.7000'. Several at Tarakot 

(up to 6 at once). 



Mp~al pheas?:f!.j:., Lophophorus impejanus. Several at Tarakot • 

.!<}l.ee ,j ph~~~ant, Lophura leucomelana. Single males seen on three occasions 

in broadleaved forest at Lumsum. 

Red jungle fOl.J"l., Gallus gallus. Several in woodland at Chi twan. 

I~?:i.~r:r n~_a.:fowl, Pavo cristatus. Common at Chi twan. 1 male and 7 females 

walking to river bank in early morning. 

~e~~i~~ll~ c£a~~, Anthropoides virgo. One at Tarakot on 16 Apr - flew in 

from SW and circled over valley. '\)«f~''I-~-'- -... ~ .... J\. <ct.~J -Sa;r" .... ~'j ~I..-Q'''- "\<.,-1 1_1) 
Haterhel'l:, Gallinula chloropus. One at Chi twan. 

~IJ,;! te-breas_~~d vlater~ Amaurornis phoeni.qurus. One at lodge at Chi twan. 

~e~-wa!.tled __ ~~gvling, Vanellus indicus. Several with young on the small 

river at Chitwan. 

Spur-winged lapwing, Vanellus spinosus. One by Rapti Hiver, Chitwan. 

Li ttle dnped plover, Charadrius dub ius • Irwo on sandbank at lodge at 

Chitwan. 

Redshank~ 'l'ringa tota~'!.s. One on bank o~ Rapti River, Chi t\'mn, 19 May. 

Greenshank, Tringa nebularia. One on bank of Rapti River, 19 May. 

Green ~'landpiper, 'rringa ochropus. One or two seen daily on river at Dhorp~tan 

1-7 Apr. 

Woodcock, Sco lopax rusticola. One flushed from a gully with stream and a 

fe1shr~bs on an otherwise grassy hi llside near Ramnagaon, Pelma Khola. 

J:bisbill, Ibidorhyncha struthersi. A pair on the river at Dhorpatan on 

30 and 31 March. 

Great stone plover, F.sacus magnirostris. }t'ive on pebble riverbank of 

Rapti River, Chi twan 20 liJay. 
i 

~mall Indian nratincole, Glareola lactea. Numerous on sandy banks of 

Rapti River Chitwan, 19 May. 
J 

~JL~~ river ~e!~, Sterna aurantia. Two or three on Rapti River and on 

small river at Chitwan. 

Black-bellied tern, Sterna acuticauda. '1:'wo or three on Rapti River. 

O':~rt~_~-:-~::e,:,s~e~ __ gr~_~n __ ~igeo::, 'rreron bicincta. One near lodge at Chi twan. 
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_~.~?.:,:,!:~.J>J.ge..:'2!.l' Qolu'llba leuconota. Flocks of up to 100 around Dhorpatan 

30 Mar - 7 Apr., smmetimes settling in fallow fields. A few in the 

Barbung Khola 22 Anr but only singly or inJ .. ,..pairs. Flocks of up to 20 

NW of Jomosom on 1 May. 

J;3lue rO.2~_ . .E:!:_g~~, Columba li via. Kathmandu. Also a flock of c.40 in fallow 

field at Sangdah (14 000 ft), all but one dark-rumped. 

Hill ~.ig~.~c~' Columba rU12:3estr~.!!. 3angdah - one amongst blue rock pigeons. 

~;t=~rnJH;rtle doVE?, Streptopelia orientalis. ::3everal around Lumsum, at 

Dhorpatan (singing' in open pine/ juni per woodland) and at 'l'arakot and lower 

Barbung Khola. 

9JlQt"j;~2c dQv~, StreptoEelia chinensis. Common at Chi twan. 

t.~~L~.\,~ ... j.qv'!, \ c.lI-o..\co l'(,,"P~ .\ ... ,k~C."" 0 ..... -* ~. 
Larg~_.]).,i;:ra,kee~, Psattacula eupatria. Several at Chi twan. 

RQs.g::-r.i.Bg~Q.nSLrg.:ke~:!;, Psatta.cula krameri. Common at Chi tW8,n, small groups 

of about 5-10 flying around very fast. 

? HimaJ.GL4_~!l._::? l.q,.JJr_-:;!N3.~~tEIC!-.,J2,8:Fa,l<:ee~, Psi ttEtcula himalayana. A green parakllet 

flyving over forest at 7500 feet at Lumsum. Probably this speo!i.es but not 

s e'f:!n chrarly. 

~ndta,11 .. Q"1:!91<:QQ, Cuculus m~croEterus. First heard at Chitre on 7 May and 

from there all the \'v:.'.y to Pokhara. 

Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus. Heard and seen near Ramnagaon on 11 April. Not 

again unti 1 near Chi tre on 6 May and from there all the way back to Pokhara. 

~imal~2D_Q~9kQQ, Cuculus saturatu~. One calling in Petma Khola 11 Apr. 

CommQrr-Q~~gq,.l, Centrtopus sine~sis. Common at Chitwan, in elephant grass 

by river. 

Les~1~!.'_.Q2~2.al, Centropu:s toulou. Seen and heard by river at Chi twan. 

peculiar double call. 

!un~le_»~~hijar, Caprimulgus indicus. Calling nightly at Lumsum (and seen on 

dry scrubby hi$lside). Also at most camps between Dhorpatan and Jangla Pass. 

" L?l}g::t,al).,(3d.p.tgh~j9.,.r, Canrimulgus macrurus. Calling at 0 Kan1re (last camp 

before returning to Pokhara) - 8 May. 



? Lii~l~ .:lJi?J-tj~I; CaErimulgus asiaticus. Several disturbed by elephants 

from clearings amongst the elepha.nt-grass at Chi tlolan were probably this 

species. Seemed small and short-tailed with rather prominent buff mark 

near wing-tip. 

~i,ma~a'y'9-p: s,wi r.t ~,~1, Co 110 cali a brevi ros t ri s • Seve ral fe edi ng over fi e Ids 

of wheat betvleen Tatopani and Chi tre, 6 May. Brown, tails not forked. 

Com!!!2.!L S"!:tih Apus. a!)us. First seen on 21 Apr in Barbung Khola - 20-30 

flying around a cliff. Again on 23 Apr c20 near oonfluence of Mukut and 

Barbun~ Khola (c12,000 ft)and on 1 May Ni~ of Jomosom. 

Himalayan ~h:~.!~=!':':!:ITIP~.(td~~~fj!., A:Qus pacificus. Many white-rumped swifts in 

gorge of Kali Gandaki between Ghasa and Dana seemed as large as common 

swifts and were probably this species. 

House swi~~, Apus affinis. Several large colonies of nests under eaves 

in Pokhara. 

Indial'!._.n..~~9.-__ ~.ingf.i~h-_er, Ceryle rudis. Several on Rapti River and small 

ri ver at Chi t\<lan. 

Smal:J:_blu~_,~.~~gfl:,~_~~r, Alcedo atthis. Several on small river at Chi twan. 

Only one Alcedo kingfisher seen in hills, between Beni and Darapani on 

20 March but not seen clearly enough to recognize species. 

Bro"m-h_eacl~ocld~~~9J'}-:-ptned kingf:if-!..~,~J', Pelargopsis capensis. One or two 

near' lodge at Chitwan. 

\v?i t_e-~re~~"t~~)<;~~e!t~~?l:£' Halcyon smyrnensis. Pokhara (lake and fields) -

several on 12 M.ay. 

Chestnut-headed bee-eater --.-".-: 'c, .. : ...... . :;:C':·.::O,·:· '''.'. "'O':C:'OC-' 
MeroEs leschenaulti. Several near lodge at 

Chitwan. 

Bl~e-::~a~J_E29:_1>.~:e-:,:=~~:t.~r, Merops philippinus. Several at Chitwan, by river and 

in forest. 

limc:\.n~!,e.en bE:le-:~i:L~~, MeroEs orientalis. Several at Chi twan, es 'ecially 

on isolated trees a.moTt the elephant~grass. 

Indi?-l'l .. !.'Q.l)~.!" Coracias benghalensis. Only seen around Pokhara and 

immediately to west (on both oetward and return journeys). 



!It.:9ad-billed r(~YL~I'. }~urystomus orientalis. One or two near lodge at Chi twan. 

Hoopoe., Upupa enoEs. One just below 'rarakot on 21 A"r - on very dry 

dusty ground near village. 'rwo in garcien in ICathmandu 016 May. 

~~~§l-1~;.c.p2:~.8::.,llQrn1J.t1~, Buoeros bioornis. A pair in flight seen on seversl 

oooasions at Chi twan. 

~_:r'e~'L1?!:1£1?~~, Megalaima vi rens. One seen olosely between rpat?pani and Chit re 

on 6 May, in i~ated tree amongst oultivation. PxOably this species heard 

in many places between Tatopani and Pokhara. 

\'IIegalaima zeylanica. One seen olosely nen.r lod':e at Chi twan. 

Bill appeared ~ite a bright pink • 

.§p~Qkledptc~let., Picumnus innominatus. One in shrubby growth on edge of 

olearing in forest between Ghorepani and Ulleri. 

9_Qa~y~~):le.llieq ut5ree!l_.~<?oslp~cke!:, ~icus sguamatus. Boys at Lumsum had one they 

had taken from a nest while collecting browse - they said they \>lere going 

to eat it. 

Gold.~.!l=l>.~9ked three-:-toe~ woodpec~e!" ~inopi urn shorii. One seen closely, 

and other probably the same, near the lodge at Chi twan. 

~rO\m-:fr().l}te(L,pte.<i.~<;,,<?!l.:p~ckeI', Picoides auriceps. One in Hhociodendron/oak 

wood above Daranani on 2;) Mc.r. One f'ame habitat in Pelma lChola 10 Apr. 

Fulvous-:!?;r~a,:'!:t~~ .... .pt~sL~90dpe9k§..!', Picoides macei. One near lake at 

Pokhara, 12 May. 

Himalayan_~:i:~g_~~Q09-.P~_<?"l<:~.!" Pi coides himalayensis. One at edge of spruce/pine 

forest at ~f~p Dhorpatan, 31 Mar. 

Indian pi11~, Pitta brachyura. One in forAst at Chitwan. 

Hor!!,ed lC3::r')~' Eremonhi la al pestris. Severe,l on flat grassy ground at 

16,000 feet east of the Mula Pass. Agree with description of E.a.elwesi. 

!ndian. q~ey~-;:~p::r'()El:~~~u~andu.Tn~E:~J~;, Ri naria paludicola. Many around the 

pension camp at Pokhara. 

Cr.~¥_._f!l~I'til'!, Hirundo r,l~.Eestrif3. li'::rst seen in Barbung Khola on 22 April. 

Again in Mukli; ICho~ a (''1 ?4 Apr· no in several pl'·'.ces betvlfeen Snngdah andJ,t!7oi»1!.· 
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Comm9-B,_§l_!,!a11_9~'" Hirundo rustica. Abundant in Kathmandu, few elsewhere. 

None at Lumsum nor :Dhorpatan. Abundant at 'Pakbachhi 9 Apr (no red-rumped). 

No swallo~s at 'rarakot. Pour flying fast to west in upper Barbung Khola 23 

Apr. Several at Lumle 8 I'll ay • 

Req.::-r.!lJ.!l.lJ~,g.~wI:l.U.9~, Hirundo daurica. ]'Le68 common than H. rusti ca in 

Kathmandu but commoner in villages beyond Pokhara. None at Lumsum and not 

noted again until ,Tatopani on return journey. Thereafter abundant. 

Hou,CJe_ .. !!l.§.!'.:tJ!l.,,~p_., Delichon urbica/nipalensis. Several dai ly at Lumsum. Again 

NH of Jomosom,on 1 May. 

~Jlf~~~~-:}?:.02lc_~d/b~i:.c~:-headed shrik;~, Lanius schach. Black-headed near Beni 19 

Mar., both forms at Lumsum and between Dhorpatan and Pelma Khola. Two 

rufous-backed at rrarakot on our last day only (20 Anr) - probably just 

arrived. One rufous-backed in Barbung Khola 22 Apr. and at Dangarjong (N of 

Jomosom) 2 May. 

Black drongo, Dicrurus adsimil~s. 
~~~:'::~::::;:--~~'::.:.~-... --.~ 

Qr~_,,,~;£2M9~' Dicrurus 1eucophaeus. Drongos seen intermittently from 

P'okhara (black) to 'rarakot (grey), hot identified with certainty at other 

localities. None higher than Tarakot, where seen on edge of spruce forest. 

Crow-?~~J,ed,~::~~f,;,.~' Dicrurus annectens. Several ne8.r lodge at Chitwan, in 

forest. 

Gr~y;:::~~~g.~d myna~, Sturnus malabaricus_. Several r. at Chi twan, bathing in 

shallow river and flying up to tree-tops. Also one in gorge south of 

Kathmandu, 25 May. 

Brahmi!lLTl!Y!!§..Q, Sturnus pagodarum. One near lake at Pokhara 12 May. 

Indm.am m;y:nah, Acridotheres tristis. Abundant unti 1. a little short of Lumsum 

but none there and none again until south of Jomosom. 

Jungle,rnynah, ,!cridotheres fuscus. Common at Chi t\.;an along wi th about equal 

numbers of A.tristis. 

Indian tree pie, Uendrocitta vagabunda. Several near Beni 18 Mar. 

AM [eVlm/ af 1irflKor 
N"+~.,..~~1r",,Y> 11TH,.,.; r,.."1,O'" l".::lT'V'nl".at;:)'·tes~ OnE: near Jehra 9 ii.pr .• twice in Pelrnakflo!tt.J 



Yellow-1?L~~~d c!:_()llg~ .. , pyrrhocorax graculus. First seen at mouth of 1f;!ukut 

Khola (flock of 20-30) olli 24 Apr. Also between Mukut and Mula Pass and on 

east side of Y'ass around Sangciah (with about enual numbers of red-billed at 

8angdah) • 

Red-bill.~c! . .ch<?u.@J Eyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax. F'irst seen at Dhorpa~an - about 

5 near oamp but only on one o'ccasion after snow showers on the hills. Common 

in valley of Uttar Ganga west of Dhorpatan (one flock of 22). A flock of 

c.70 in 10\-1er Saure Khola on 13 Apr. Several around Jangla Pass (all those 

seen claEly were red-billed). One at Tarakot. Two in Mukut Khola below 

village but all those above village seemed to be yellow-billed. Several at 

Sangdah and between there and Jomosom. 

House crww., Corvus splendens. Common at Kathmandu and Pokhara but not 

elsewhere. First one seen on return journey was about 5 .oiles west of 

Pokhara. 

Jungl~ cro~, Corvus macroxhynchus. At Pokhara and all the way from there to 

the Barbung Khola and at Mukut. IVI08tly in ones and twos but up to 20 

together at Dhorpatan. 

Haven, Corvus corax. One at Kakkot in Barbung Khola, a very tame individual 

wai ting to scavange as we vacated camp. One e[~st of Mulcut at c.14,000 ft. 

? Sh~rt-bi~ledJf1in.i v!'l~., Percrocotus brevi rostris. The fi rst mini vet seen, 

west of Beni, seemed to be this species, judging by the single, oval red 

·P?tch <?n the closed 'l-ling. Mini vets were seen all the way to Tarakot but 

others not examined closely. High altitude ones probably long-tailed 
minivets, P. etholoeus. 

Rosy miniv~:~, Percrocmtus roseus. One in forest at tented camp, ChitNan. 

Red-whiskered bulbul, Pycnonotus jocosus. Several near lodge at Chitwan, 

edge of forest. 

Whi te-cheekecl bulbul, Pycnonotus leucogenys. }i'irst seen at Naud,mda. Common 

in upper part of forest at Lumsum (7500 ft), in Rhododendron/oak forest. 

Not noted again until above rPatopani (6 Ma,y). 

~e~-Y_~.E~~c!_ .. ~.111.pull Pycnonotus cafer. Naudanda 16 Mar. Several in riverside 

grass at Chitwan. 

Black bulbul, H'yusi petes madap:a;3cariensiR. 'rwo at TJa1,i yFl f:hn.ur, l'1est of. Reni. 
-. -----,,-- . . . ' 7i{11>f1'1! 4tU{ {fu/re. 6 /J1~ 

Several near Ramn[;.r:~l,on 1? tlpr (br0·I,d-le[l.vE!(~ forest by river). 3everal between. 



\I/,h~ tc~-t~.J:'~_§l.~!:!~_.l.~~ll'ihi!lg._~br'1~~r:, Garrlllax al bogularis. Coni fer forest by 

Uttar Ganga E. of Sehra 8 Anr. - several noisy parties but difficult to 

see clearly. Two in broadleaved forest at Kanre 8 May. 

~~ r.i9:te.~, J~:ygr:~~~.~_hry.sh, Garrulax striatus. Two at Lumsum, on shrubby 

hillside. 

YaI'~ag~t(3d.lau?}\~1}t?c. t~rush, Garrulax variegatus. Common at Dhorpatan, in 

low scrubby pine as well as in spruce forest. Also at edge of spruce 

forest at Tarakot. 

Streake.:t:_~~1,l~!l~~}~:b,~-c~sb-., Garrulax lineatus. Pair in scrub near vi 11 age 

by Uttar Ganga, El. of Sehra. 

~~rine:t.}J.J;8}l-t~,~:t:xv-?in<:l:' Yuhina gularis. One in rhododendron/oak forest at 

Lumsum, probing rhododendron flo\1ers. 

~~a~k-=..91illJl~d si bi~, Heterophasia capistrRta. Several in scrub and edge 

of forest at Lumsum. 

s.~()~Xlli.S8:tghe~, rvIuscicapa sibirica. One at Tarakot, 20 April. Making 

feeding flightsfrom extreme top of an isolated spruce. 

~_::-g9r~eted flxqatch.:er, Muscicapa strophiata. One at edge of forest, 

Lumsum, 23 March. 

v!hi te-b!:Q~~g.u b_~~~_f1 Y.9a~~.lJ.e!" Mus cicapa superci liosus. One amongst 

rhododendron/oak in Pelma Khola (7000 ft) 10 Apr; one male at r.rarakot 

(spruce/pine forest) and a nail' in the Barbung Khola below Kakkot. 

Y .. ~ .. E.Ql:.:t~E __ ..:pyca.tche:r:, Muscicapa ~halasgina. Several in bushy area near 

forest at Lumsum. Snveral in Pelma Khola. Also in forest near Ghorepani 

7 May. 

Gre;y-het3:sl~d flycatche!, Culicicapa ceylonensis. Pirst seen at }j~(l..rapani. 
Abundant at Lumsum eS1)ecially where forest bordered the river. None at 

Dhorpatan but seen again just before entering Saure Khola (again in broad­

leaved trees bordering river). Not noted on return journey. 

'(illo .. w-bellied fantail flycatcher:, Rhipidura hynoxantha. Several on edge of 

broad-leaved forest at Lumsum. Also in open juniper/pine woodland at 

Dho rpa tan. 

~row!)._h~}J. __ "rarbleI', Prinia criniger. One in scrub by river below Ramnagaon, 

11 April. 

Ticl<:.~ll' s leaf warpler, Phyllos copus affinis. Common in juniper clumps 

in Mukut Khola, 12 000 - 13 000 ft~ 

.. Pallg._$'~_ .. J~2.fwg.rble:r:, Phylloscopus nrorer;ulus. Several in scrub at edge 

of forest at Lumsum. Probably also at and west of :Ohorpatan. 

Orange-b;o.r~ed1e.,_t!_.~'arl?l~~, Phyllos CO;)uS nulcher. One west of Dhorpcdan, ol\of;1 
.- _. --~-.---- .. --._ .. _---
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Crowned leaf vJarbler, ~hylloscopufl rAguloides. One mummified specimen 

picked up at about 15 500 ft between IvIukut and the Mula on 26 Apr. 

Idlimtified by Derek Godd\ .. lin and prepared as aPj skeleton for the BM 

collellrlion. 

q!:_e;}':~eaded _E~eatcher W"~1'~~.e:, Seicercus xanthoschistos. One carrying 

food to a nest of four young in a grFlssy bank under a Berberis bush 

between terraced fields west of Pamdur on 16 March. Also a pair neFlr 

Sehra 8 Apr and at Ramnagaon 11 A r. 

Chestnut-heRded flycatcher warbler, Seicercus castFlniceEs. One in forest 
_":-~':-:--:"'=":"=--:":'-~'~=":'::::'':';':':'''''::-_:_~--: __ ~::":":'':-::"=::':'':;~'-_~_-':':'~.:.i~::i.:~:..:......::.:::"~.::..:.' • 

~t Lumsum • 

. golA,~I'~s~, Reg-ulus regul'!.~. Bdge of spruce forest at Dhorpatan and at 

Tarakot. 
Bluethroat,,~ri thacus svecicus. One ~ in forest above and 1rl of Lumsum,29 Mar. 
H1ma1ayan rubyU, roat, Eri thacus nectoralis. One in forest at Lumsum • 
.... ..;~.:=--.:::~..;~:;:;;~~:......-'--.,;.--"-- .• -.---.-. 

~~~~!~~~~~~~~~~~~~b~~, Erithacus cyanu~us. Several at edge of forest at 

Lumsum; common at .Uhorpatan in open and dense forest; one female at Tarakot 

and one further up Barbung Khola. 

¥,a.:~pi~ r.'9.E>_~~' Q£psychus saularis. Common at Kathmandu and Pokhara. 

:§..!E_e-hea.I:l~~Hreus~ a.:r~, Pho enicurus cae rule 0 cephal us. One in o-oen pines at 

Tarakot, several in Barbung Khola and one near Mukut. 

Bl9:ck::r~.cl~~.§.rt, Phoeni curus ochrurus. Several in Barbung Khola, at Mukut 

and up to 16 000 ft on the east side of the Mula. 

Hodgson's redstart, Phoenicurus hodgsoni. One in Mayangd& Khola above 
~~--:;:;"-.:.:"':.:::;"'-:-.::;.:.::::'~::-::':':'. '."':'.' .. -.:::--
Beni, 19 ·March. Probably also at Lumsum~ 

Blti.e-frol1ted reds.tar~, Phoenicurus frontalis. One in scrub at Lumsum. 

Common in onen pine/juniper woodland q,t Dhorpatan. One nea.r dangdah 

(14 000 ft) on 30 Anr. 

li}liJe-throated redstar~, Phoenicurus schisticens. One in ]Vfukut Kho la ~ :-..l;: 
guld~nstc:t<1J's redstart, Phoenicurus erythrogaster. One pair at 17 000 ft 

and another at 16 000 ft east of the ~ula. 

I:_~.1}..lJ1b~q}l~.:r;~9:star:t., Rhyacornis fu liginosus. Common on all rivers through 

Lufl'sum and Dhornatan and to the upner part of the Saure Khola. None in 

the Barbung Khola. 

k~ttle forktai 1, 1i!nicurus scou1eri. 'F'irst seen by small stream in fore,st 

at Lumsum. One o,y large riv~r at R<'Lmnagaon 11 Apr then abundantly in the 

upper Saure Khola where it was the common~st bird on the river boulders. 

?111ack-pi:l..Qlced f0r'lctail, 8nicurus immac.ulatus. One long-tai led forktail on 

the main river junt west of Birethanti (BMa§;) - wathhed for some time but 

rath!7r qistant <'Lnd snecies not cert~,inly L.;.eterminable from my notes. 
5pofM fVl'khl( En;().{llI.sfYlllc.,/1'.fC<! ?Wo 4t LnI'tl,u(YJ 'J!5 tnA~ (I<.IIH) 



Collared bush chat, Saxicola tornuata. Several near Darapani and at Lumslim . . 
but not at Jjhorpatan. S·een a~ain one day west of Dhorpatan and one smnging 

in the villare at Tarakot. One at ~ Mukut 25 Apr and one singing at 

Sangdah 30 Apr. 

'pied bush chat, Saxicola caprata. Singin~ at Pension Post at Pokhara on 

outward journey (14-15 Mar.) - still present but not singing on return in 

May. Not 8e8n elsewhere. 

Dark grey bush c~ha~, :"laxicola ferrea. Singing by river at Lumsum and common 

amongst open pine/ juntper woodland at Dhorpatan. ,One amongst pines at 

Irarakot. 

'" 
.lil;.~t_~-?~rJ?~c~~:e~~:~~~Et" Chaima.rIjornis leucocephalus. Common on the rivers 

I, 

all;the way from Pokhara to Lumsum, T)horpatan and into the uTlper ')aure 

Khola. Only two sightings in Barbung IChola, one at Kakkot and a pair 

belo1r1 Tareng. Not seen again until hear Tukuche. 

l~JJ;.~~;~~:~~~:~.-,,;~_()_~=~~hxc~~~' Monti co 18. cinclorhynchus. One amonr.;st scattered 

trees on hillside near Hamnagaon, 12 Apr • 

. lli~_ .. ~.89k _!Qr,ttsh, Monticola soli tarius. One by river between Babiya Chaur 

and Darapani, 20 Mar. One on field ''1a11 at Sangdah 30 Apr. 

~2:~l?~li_~r:; .. J~~~c..~.' M;z.ioRhonus caeruleufl. First seen by Kali Gandaki neElr 

Aramati on 18 Mar. and frequently from there through Lurnsum and Dhorpatan 

into the Pelma Khola. In the Barbung Kho1a seen only on the first da.y 

out of Ijlarakot and not again until below r~ukuche on the Kali Gandaki. 

InaQl<:~tb£2_~ted thrush, Turdus ruficollis. Several at Dhorpatan, in pines 
_____ • ___ r_~ •• ~ - ____ .'T.~:.:::..:_-:_:.:..._ .. -=:::~~: ::-::--- - . 

and birch by river and in fields. Seemed to increase during the week we v/ere 

there (30 Mar - 7 A.pt). Behaved very like fieldfares. Al"D ~D_ca r".A-1",~" ... :t 0'" (\L(~H) 
tvh\\"<Z._~\l ... .,. ... .I. "( ... <:.l<."~ .. A, -c-.... "..d..u..~ "'-\".c·(,,~-t .... 1.:' i .. ~.~;'f ... ...... ,J., ..... ..\ C>""I'''-''''~, g.A~r. 

l,rren, 'l'ro·gi6dytes· troglodytes. One amongst low bushes in :")aure Kho1a at 

about 13 000 ft. 

1?!:Q~!1_d~nper:" Oinc1us nallasi. Two on banks of Kali Gandaki near Aramati 

on 18 Mar. were lightly snotted all over and presumably juvenilAs. 

Thereafter freCluent to Dhorpatan (vlhere a YJai r were carrying food) and 

up the Pelma Khola and Saure Khola to about 12 000 ft. Only one on the 

Barbung 101ola, below ~aren~, 23 Anr. ~ot noted on return journey. 

RlffJ21ll,'?-Qr~gf?tedCl.Gcentor, Pr_unella strophiata. Several in juniper scrub 

above :::3angdah (14 -JOO ft) 3') I\pr. 
~ltCl~~_.3:£ge!1:~()!.t Prunella himaIayay!:a. TlrlO :l.t rrarakot. 
Grey..i.~, Parus mc.jor. One in fore:3t at tp-nted camp at Chitwan. 

G~~.s,!.~d.,~}~!2Eh .. ti~, Parus melano1<u?hus. Several seen clo:3ely at Dhorpatan 

along with followin~ snecies. Spotted win~ bars were clearly seen. ~lso 

at fi rst camp west of D~.or-patan .ol.l1ri Gommon in forest at Tarakot. 



Rufo~s-be~}i~~.....:Grest.::~_~i ~, E.~E-'.!s rubidi ventris. Present at Dhorpatan (one 

caught in mouse-trap). One at upper camp in 3aure 1<hola (in birch wood) 

was only passerine s·;en there. Probably one in forest at Tarakot but not 

certain. One in .juniner above Sangdah (c. 14 000 ft). 

!3roltln crested tit, Parus dich rous. One on \·ratershed (rhododendron etc) 

before descending into Sallre Khola. 

Gre~_l'l~~_':2.~ed __ .~i~, Parml montic,?lu~. Several in bushes around camp at Lumsum. 

Also in forest at Dhorpatan, at 'llarakot and last noted one day wast of 

rrarakot. 

Yellow.'::':2~~,~J:~~ ____ !i_t, Parus xanthogen~. First seen in scattered trees at 

Babiya Chaur on 19 Mar. Also at Darapani. 

Fire-c8ppe,d ti ~_, Cenhalopyrus flammiceps. One in rhododendron/oak in Perma 

Ithola. Prbbably also at Dhorpatan. 

R~~~~~~~e~_~it, Aegithalos concinnus. Several at Darapani and in Pelma 

Khola, both times in scrubby broad-leaved forest l'Jith rhododendron. 

~i te-ch~Ellc~_~lcc_!1:~~!t~.!cl?:, Sitta leuconsis. One in sprnce forest at Tarakot 

(12 000 ft) on 20 April. This was the only nuthatch I saw. It agreed 

closely with the descciption of the western race, 3.1.1eucopsis, given by 

Salim Ali .1'-;; Ri nley ,'Iho do not record it as far east as Nepal. I was able 

to watch it under reasonable conditions for several minutes and noted the 

white undernarts and the very sharply contrasting bright orange/rufous 

lower belly and under tail coverts. 

l~?-JL.2f'_e..~.E~E' Tichodroma muraria. One on west side of Mula Pass, at about 

16 000 ft, apparently feeding at a most improbable site, on an icicle­

covered bank of a stream - a steep wall of crumbly shale with no vegetation 

visible. 

Himalayan tr~_~-~I.~~_~_e::, Certhia himalayana. Common in conifer forest at 

Dhorpatan; one at a ne~t in a crevise of the bark of a pine in the Pelma 

Khola; several at Tarakot. The barred tail of the species was clearly seen. 

? .f>flddyfiel£ .. Er:>:i,,~, Anthus novaesep.landiae. In wheat-stubble outside Kathmandu. 
" • _ ~ c 

Vinaceous-bre;:1sted_...R:i~i t, Anthus roseatus. Several It>!atched closely at 

Mukut on 25 Anr. Probably the same snecies at Dhorpatan but there seemed 

to be a variety of species there and insufficient notes were taken to sort 

them out. 

...·v''..~·· .' 

g_!:.~y_\vagtai), Motacilla. Ci:l,snica. Abundant on all the main rivers from 

Pokhara through Dhorpatan Ci,nd the Uttar Ganga It/est of llhorpatan but noted 

to be absent i.n thelaure Khola although redstarts and dippers remained 

common. None in the Barbung Khola and not seen again until Tukuch8. 



'o..cku{ jirng! Ct>1'I1nl9~ f..rrAJ"1 011 'fo,p f Qrt.tJJ. i"-tj, A fs:o 01] ()tt~r Ganga at Sehra bui not, seen ao;ain until the Barbung Khola J:fhere they were 
the only common river bird. Not seen between there and the Rali Gandaki 
above Jomosom. 

Large n~~,~. wagt.9,il, Motacilla maderaspatensis. :3everal on river near lodge 
at Chitwan. 

~_i..!'~-breasted flo\!er-peck~!" Dicaeum isnipectus. One in Rhoci.;dendron/oak 
forest in Palms. Khola, 10th April. 

~~~!..e_~~!l:b:t.I'ci, Nectarinia asiatica. One on 20 Mar. between Mayandi Khola 
and Lumaum. 

A¥~rt6w .... R~Q,...k_ed=~,ll_W'Jrd, Aethopyga niEalensis. One at fllti::hrKn Lumsum, in forest. 

~imalayan.?+'Cl.9lf:-J?"r~Cl.o:~.1~ft,:: .. ~\!h.R:~J'd, Aethopyga saturata. One in shrubs at 
Ghasa, Kali Ghandaki. 

'~nd~an yellow-bac~ed sun~trd, Aethopyga siparaja. One at Chitwan (distinctive 
dark moustache on red face). 

\:Jhi te-eye, Zosterops Ealpebrosa. One in rhododendron/:->ak in Pelma Khola. 

~~se_sJ)~!,row, Passer domesticus. Common Kathmandu and Pokhara, not noted 
eslewhere and certainly none seen at Lumsum, Dhorpatan nor Tarakot; noted 
as absent at Dangarjong and Jomosom. 

'llree sparrow, PasseI' montanus. A few around Kathmandu and Polchara, common 
in most villages thereafter. Not noted at Dhorpatan but present at Sehra 
EJ.nd abundant at Taraklt, Dangarjong and Jomosom. 

(Jinn()!Tl~~,~Jlil',II'2~' Pa:3ser rutilans. Common around houses between Babiya Ghaur 
and Darapani (20 Mar) and again in coniferous forest east of Dhorpatan. Not 
a~ain until Tatopani (6 May). 

B!l:ya~~~'Y"e=o~="l1i rd, Ploceus phi lip·Qinus. Nesting oolony near Britannia Rouse, 
Kathmandu, in tall trees. 

Allied grQE!beak, Mycerobas affinis. One in spruce forest at Tarakot~ :btc 
i~i\'P i r 1: tl;$n:~ : ~f.$=:.~~;!;]~wt=,g6·-~·;t'. ~h ite-v;inlI~_~ .. "ro~_!):~ ~J(! 11' yep. 1'0 lns earn i·:)es. 'h.;o in juni pe r above J.'ukut, 26 Apr. InrriC11aJ'al1. .gFeenfinch, {;arduelis spinoides. On south of Tukuohe on 4 'May on 
dry hillside vJi th comoneaster and berberis. 

~e~=f:r:(?ll_te~p~erin, 3erinus pus ill us. Two or three in upper Barbung Khola 
near mouth of Mukut Khola. On rose bushes near river. (SA&R do not record 
it east of Garh\'1al.) 

Plain-coloured mountain finch, Leucosticte nemoricola. One at 15 500 ft, 27 
Apr, east of Mukut. 

?Common ro~efinch, Carpo,acus erythrinus. Several in open juniper/pine 
woods at Dhorpatan. Several in Barbung Khola, common at Mukut and one at 
15 000 ft east of Mukut. Again around Sangdah. (Coul~ have been several 
other closelv ~~'~tAd ~no~;oo \ 



GTW- R-xe:fin;n Caprta&l€ rv.b;~J(~ OftJ., I'rlAIe- (i-} B~~~ Kholll. o~ 1-1--Ar· 
Brown birds at Mukutprobably 'the same (these were very pale and were therefore 

likely to be C.rubncilla - males could have been C. rubicilloides.) 

M~at:!Q.!'!:_pJ:!!!U_!1g, Emberi za cia. Abundant at Dhorpatan, Tarakot, the Barbung 

Khola and Mukut. Not seen higher than Mukut and noted again near Dangarjong. 

Lij;_i~~Q~.!!tiM, Emberiza pusilla. One at camp east of Mukut, 15 000 ft, 

27 Apr. 

~~eBte~bumti:ng, Melophus lathami. Several around Darapani and 'clt Lumsum. 

not seen again until south of Tukuche. 

It_~9::-he.a.df3d ."?:ul1!inc~., Pyrrhula erythrocephala. One at edge of forest at 

Dhorpatan, a very confiding male watched closely as it fed on herbaceous 

seed-heads. A group of two males and three females between Tukuche and 

Ghasa on 4 May, on berberis bushes amongst pines. 

1'\ 0 v r i. <:';''1 4-


