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Revised altitud g; ranges of ~some Nepggese birds

ABSRACT

New date revising the known altitudinal range of 59 specien
of Nepalese birds, constituting 25 families, is precented and
discussed. Observations, unless noted, were recorded by the
suthor during a 27 monmth: reeidency~in southeontral Nepal batween
- Sepbember 1976 and neoembev 1978. ..gw,yVﬂ‘«ghg‘»":~jwn~” : :

Lt INTRODUCTTON
| “*’Anfinvﬁruébxe?aiaﬂtotawifaﬁna+9tudy inTNepalwis the know-
~ ledge of species altitudinal range since it faCilitateé’inwfield -

,\identificationa, promotes insight to the understanding of
, eco1ogical ‘relationshipsa, and. is: currently beinp utilized to

‘s‘asnist in the preparaxion of aweciee diatribution maps to

| ,augment existing field- guides (wim and Carol 1nskipp, pers.

"~'com.). Ali and Ripley (1968 -'1974) and Fleming ety al (1976)

are noted @ourées of vefereénce. for this aspect: of" Himalayan

' av1faunal distribution. ‘Elevation dﬁta of the' laxter authora:
may- differ for a given species then' that of ‘the first mentioned
authors in that theirs (Fleming et. al.) depicts research
results solely from within Nepal.,A more recent: (1979) aeoond
editiOn by Fleminp at, #ls appendices supplementarv discoveriesn

(pp. 321 - 3?8) “1 now ‘wish to report new dama, not contained .“*

therein,: that further revises the altitudinal range of 59 ,
' species of Nepalese birds const;futing ”5 familnea in aggrerate.v

DTSOUSWION

f  The discﬁgsion herein is baaéd,on,personaivobservatiohs
inless noted otherwise. Nomenclature, altitudinal references,
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and inferred species status are thoseé of Fleming et. al. (1976;
cf. ppes 16 — 18). The bulk of these sightings (44) occurred
in Dhanusa district of southcentral Nepal during my residence
there from September 1976 to December 1978 and resulted from
secondary activities to my duties as a U.S. Peace Corps
volunteer in village fisheries extension. The remaining data
was recorded in that interim while on leave to the following
areas: the hille of far eamtérn Nepal, the upper Keli Gendaki -
valley and Menang region, Kosi barrege in aoutheé.atern‘wapal,%;ﬂ
and Kathmendu. valley with 8, 4, 2, and 1. abservations respec—;
tively. - A ORI R
. of the 59 snecies for whioh flndinps are presented 48
show 2 downward revision in range with all but four of these
(Aquila olanga, Pyrrhocorax fraculus, Sitta europaea, Tichodroma
muraria) occurring in the Tarai, that portion of the'notthern
Gangetic;plain which extends into Nepal. The disparity of new
datahbepween,Taraiu(44)“and*hillqregion'(15) localities is
attributed to biased observation time in favor of my'lowland
residence, Table 1. summerizes the net upward or:downward -
revision from the. familv and. apecies accounts | following.;_.ég“
,'fx'»),"-"t' CLATE S e L et PO T TR B _;,j‘s"’,?,.,’i‘ P
ARDEIDAE I R R A LN A
The thtle Egret (Eﬁretta ﬁarzettg) end the Pheatnut
Bittern: (prbxychus cinnamoneunsn) have recorded minimum ‘
ﬂlevation ranges of 244m.(800") and 274m. (900" ). redpectivelys
.owever, ‘both species were observed in Janakpur, Dhenuse
digtriot, Bt T6me (250" )a - i b sdoee mhe e Do

A shraggler Pond Heron (Ardeola grgxi;) was seen at

2745m.(9,000') north of Jomosom on 22 NMay 1978 by Ridge Dewitt
(pers. com.), well above the reported meximum kuown range of
1525m.(5 000 )e e e

CIGONIIDAE x:f-,;-g;.;,f«:; SR I SRR cEv S Ry TR T RS T R R LT A G A
' ’hnte-necked Storka (Ciconia _Eiscopua) are: another
reaident gpecies at 76m.(250 ) in Janckpur proper.
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ACCTIPITRIDAE
‘ Many species were noted at altitudes different than
previously reported. The following should be revised downward
to Té6m.(250'): Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus), Dark Kite
(Milvug micrens), Steppe Eagle (Aguila nipalensis), Indien
- Griffon (Gyps indicus) end the Egyptian Vulture (Neophron
percnopterus), all of which were encountered in Janakpuri plus
the Shikra (Accipiter badiung), White~eyed Hawk (Butestur teesa),
Lesser Spotted Tagle (A. pomarina), Hen Harrier (Circus cysmeus),
Pied*Harrierf(g; melanoleucus) snd the Furasian Kestral'(Falco‘
tinnunculus), species recorded in southemstern Dhanusa district
" between Parbahar snd the Kemla river. S
A pair of Greater Spotted Eagles (A. olenga), a scarce .
gpecies for Nepal (Fleming et.. al. 19763 52) and previously
reported only at 1525m.(5,000'), were seen below Ilam in
eastern Nepal at an elevation of 1068m.(3,500') by Jack Cox
and I.on 13 November 1978. During, October of that year eastern
Nepal aloo ylelded %o us a Black Vulture (Torgmos calvug) at
3650m, (10, 000'), up from 2440m.(8,000'), at Kopin Pokhari on:
the Milke Dande and a Crested Serpent Eagle (_g;;ornis cheela)
at the same height: but between' Chauki and. Gufa. Prior renge
on ‘the latter epecies wasg up to 2135m.(7 000'). ‘ |

RALLIDAE :
... The range of the. White-bressted Waterhen (Aggurgrngs
g_paniourus) can be lowered from.213m.(700') to 76m.(250'0
: where 1t ig. found in Dhanusa district alnng the Bihar border.

JACANIDAE “ B P
Pheasant—tailed Junoanas (Hyd_pphaeianug chi reus 8)y

another ‘soarce Nepalese species (Fleming et. al., 19761 80)

ond presently listed ot 1342m.(4,400'), were:seen in Janakpur

at T6m.(250') where eight individuals took up temporary

residence in the pond bpposlte the district agriculture office

“during May 1978, :
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CHARADRIIDAE
, The Curlew (Numeniug ghggg_g) wag. found' by Larry Carroll '
and I at 76m.(250'), down from 213m.(700'), along ‘the Kosmi "
river in southeast Nepel (March 1978). |
Similarly, the Little-ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius),
and the Spotted Redshenk (Tringe erythropus) are now known
from 76m.(250'), but at Janskpur. Additionally discovered at
~ this latter location end eltitude wew apair of Wareh Sandpipera
(T, sﬁapnqﬁhug) on’ 30 Marcoh 1978, vet anmther poaroce speciod
in Nepal (Pleming et. al, 19763 88). ST

VGLAREOLIDAE REE R T T T

" The anll Pra$jnccle (Glareola 1acteq), nlro 1owered from
°13m.(700 ), was obnerveﬁ along the Kosi river at 76m.(?50')
in Narch 1978. | o

,CUCULIDAE Sl R S W e el
_ A pair of Pied ?resbed Cuokooq (ngmghgx jgggbiggg) were e
noiad in Jenakpur on 2% June 1978 8t T6m.(250°)+ Thie epecivs '
wos nl8o. earlier recorded in Mﬂlanﬁwa, Serlahi diﬂtriot. nt
o similer elevation (Jim Chepman, perﬁ. COMm,. ). Their preﬂenf
mjnimUm range. ie listea ab’ 305m.(1 OOO’). SRR SE

'OAPRIMULGIDAE I : v :
, The altitudinal liniy of Franklin Bl Nightjar (Caprimulrus§ 
affinus) can be raised from jOSm*(l 000') to 457m.(1 500')
where .a lone individuel was seen. and heard: axﬁdusk ori’ 3 March |
1978 vy Paul Kirk.and T about 2 km. sast of Chipopani in

) northeastern Dhanusa;district. U A S e

ALCEDINIDAE - | v‘” o ER o S B
© . Small Piéd Kingfishers (Ceryle rudis) are occasionally
found &t the Janakpur fish farm, elevamion 76m.(°50 ).wu S




CAPITONIDAE

. A'lineated: Barbet (Megelai_g 1ineata) wes seen at 76m. (250" )
near Gobarahi, Dhenusa distriet (February 1978). The previous
reported low was 183m.(600'). '

APODIDAE

"Fdible Nest Swiftletﬂ (Col]ocalia Brevirostriq) were
occasionally observed hewking insects: over the ponds at. the: .
Janékpur fish farm at an eltitude off76m;(250')g$f~'””'*“‘V

"HIRUNDINIDAE O R R B e s
_ ~The range of the Barn Swal]ow (Hirundo rustica) can be
" lowerea to 76m.(?RO') where 4% is & common species in Janalpur.

DICRURIDAE S e e e e g
The Black Dronso (Dicrurua Eﬂsimili@)y recorded at. 274m.

(900'), nay alao be lowered to: 76m.(250’) ‘where it tco iﬂ 8-

comnon speoiea 1n Janakpur. B g Lo

 CORVIDAP ' : o -
Red-billed Blue Magpies (Piesa arvthrorhw_ha), preaently
’recorﬂed at 1525m4 (5,000"), were ‘encountered by Jack Cox and
I at 1982m.(6,500') betwaen Yamphodin and Kebany in east Nepal
(5 November 1978)s = = RN A i :
S The Indien Tree Ple (Dendrocitta__dgabunda) ia 1 resident
qpeoﬁas at 76m.(?50 ) in Jenakpur. ool o
A flock of Yellow-billed Choughs (Pyrrhooorax g;aoulue)
‘was tallied by Jack Cox, Ridge DeWitt, end I at Kagbeni. ,
Musteng district, in May 1978, Theéir minlmum rangs is ‘thus
lovered From 3660m.(12 ooo') to 2989m.(9 800').g»~«,~‘v

_CAMPFPHAGlDAE S RIS xfffgﬁrf qu’ﬁzm'“fhlu
: ‘The' Small’ Mlnivet (Pericrocotus cinmamomens) weg rioted .
down to 76m.(250') in Janakpur, Dhanusa digtrict, on several
occasions. ‘ ‘
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IRFNIDAE .
___The range of the Iora (Aegithina tig ia) ahOuld be dropped

TIMALIIDAE | o ST o
N Junnla Babblers (Turdolder striatus) are yet another
Sp501es present from 76m.(250') in Janakpur, -

The wnitencreﬁtna Tinughins-Thruoh (gprruqu 1eucplgphua)
,with a roported maximum renge of 1525m,(5,000') was obmerved
at 1982m.(6 500') by Jnek Cox and I between Yamphddin and ‘C‘w
'_Kebanp in east, Nepal (5 November 1978) 88 were Black-throated
1Babb1ers (Stachvris n1grioep_) on the same date. TL¢‘ »

.MUSCICAPIDAE

' A vaﬁrant Brook's. Flvcatcher ( scicagg Eoliogegx 8) was
fspotted by . Lewis Underwood and I at Gokarna Forest in- Kathmandu

Lon 13 July 19(8. Thls _extends, bhe renge. upward %o 1281m.(4,200 )

"from a previous high of 457m.(1 5001 ). and repreaents & new .

 addition 40 the. Kathmandu valley avifauna.(rleminp and Flemin? S

1970). S o o
L Elevabion data for the Parad ae‘Flycatcher (Targalghong
‘parad;a 1) may be 1owereﬂ from P74m.(900') to 76m.(250’) where
it 1is oocasional]y found in Janakpur. g \

Both the White-breasted Fontall Flycatcher (5yipidur -
‘aureola) and ‘the Gray-headed Flycatcher (,yliclcaga ceglonengis)
‘vare resldenf in Dhanuda diatri % from 76111..(250').r fgﬁﬂﬂUg

R RN

SYLVIIDAT . . ‘
.. Several species oceur in southern Dhanusa district at an
'altitude of 76m,.(250'),. Among. these are: Blanford's Bush

Warbler (Cettig Bgllidigea), Brown Leef Warblar  P“W

ollxb;tg), Tlckell's Leaf. Warbler (2 aff éggg),'and the Plain‘.
Leaf Warbler (P. inornatus), the laxter Aown. from 274m (900')

Sy Ly ' .

féébm 13m.(700') to 76m.(250') where 1t too is found in Jenekpur,



8.
FRIVGILLIDAE
A flook of about 25 scarce (Fleming et al 1976 304) Jo
Furasian Goldfinches (Carduelia carduelis) were observed by )
Ridge DeWitt end I on 3 June 1978 just east of Meneng at an
altitude of 3812m,(12 500') This is an upward revtsion from
3660m.(12 0007 Yyt e - 2 ~-«~f;
Lastly, Gommon Rose Finches (Carpodarus ervthr;gus) are
winter ppecion of Dhanuna and Sirahe distriote at- T6m. (250°),

The loweet previoue date for %his apecieﬁ in Nepal ia 244m.(800'). f'-5 '
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© SPECIES . PREVIQUS LIMIT REVISED LIMIT DIFFEEENCE
Pericrocotus cinnemomeus  137m,(450') Tém. (250" ~T6m. (250"
Phylloscopus affinig 152m, (500° - 76m. (250" ~T6m, (250"
. collivbitta : - 152m, (500%) . Tém,(250°) - =T6m.(250"
P. Inornatus .. . 274m. (900" o T76me(250%) - =198m.(650'
2 pulcher ~ 915m,(3, OOO') - 76m.(250° ~839m. (2,750
rriocorax pgraculus . 3660m, 12 ,000%) 2089m,(9,800') «671m.(2,200°'
Ldur gureo;g C 1 52m, ROO'; o Toma 250';u;v«-_—76m. 260"
‘§axEcoTa caprata . 244m, (800" T6m, (250° ~168m, (550" ) |
“Belcercus caﬂtaniceps S 2440m. (8,000 ) 2592m, (8 500'; +152m, (500* ) |
Sitta europaen - . . .3050m, 10 000%} '2592m.(8,500')  ° ~458m,(1,500"
- Bpiiornis cheel ,2135m, 600'; 3050m,(1.0,000')  +915m.(3,000"
‘§¥ach Tis nigriceps - 1830m, 6,000" 1982m, 6,500') - +1%2m, (500"
. Tenpainhon@ parsdisi - 274m, 900' g Tém.(250') = ~198m. (650"
. Tichodrohg murgria 7 549m, (1 800'; 45T, (1,500')  =102m. (300"
| Tbrgoa gaivyus '§?440m. ;OOO' 3052m.10,?00’)”*’+6%gm- gio?o'
- Fringea 6 TyLhTo g L 152me (500! Lo Tome{250"') . v =TOm.(250
T s%agna¥ﬁua . 152m, (500" g o 76m.'250'§ . =T6m, 250'§
'”““'76m;A250' L =T6m. (250

o Turdoides striatud - 192m.(500'

s

\Table le (conte)s uummary of het: upward or- doanard extenﬂion to .
Jmown maximum (+) or minimum {-) species. altitudinal raenge in Mepel., . =
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