
1. , 
Revised altitudinal ranBee of eo me Nepalese birds 

ABSRACT • 

New de.ta. revising the knownalti tudineJ..range of 59 apecieo 
of Nepalese birds, constituting 25 families, is presented and 
discussed,; Observations, m11ees noted, were record,ed by the 

author du'ting ,:a 27 mOl~th 'residenoy,in achlthoontral Neptil 'between 
Se'P'te'mber 1976 e.nd'Deoem'ber,r:t978. " ,'.:,i 
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INTRODUCTION ,.' 
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. An invalua.bleaidto avifli\unastudy inNe:ga.l1s the lmow-, 
iedge ofspeciesaltitudinal range since itfaoilitates:in-field 

, . 

identiffcationetpromotes insight to'the.underatanding of' 
'eoological:relationshipfl,and,ie 'cu:rrentlY"being'l1tilized. to 
. afJ f.li~tin. '.~ the, 'prepal'atiori .. of epec i~ s,"di'stri bUt10ri • maps ··to . 
,augnlentG:ltisting' field guideS' (Tiro ',. and Carol" rnsk:lpT:J, 'pere ,.' 

66m~ J •... Ali "'and:Riple~ ·'(1968." -:1.974 )'::~artd ' •. Fleming (t·t ;.,8;1.'1:(1976) 

are 'noted ;eOtil"ees of referenc&for'th:t$',a,specj;~;'Of. lfimalayan;' .. 
avifaunal,distribut1on •. Elevation dH.t~of the' latterauthot"fiI 
maY-differ for "a gi van apeo1es then that of the first mentioned 
authors ili that' theirfg , (Flerldng' et ~ till.) depibts research 
rosul tssolely'from wi tl1in'NGpal.A':niorerecerit i (1979) seoond 
edition by i'1'lemi1'lget.' 'al{ 'appendioes" supplementa:ry-dit=Jooveries 

. '" I. ,',. . 

(ppl'321 .:.;. 328)';'I now'wish"t~) repdrtnew datarnot, cbnt'e.ined 
thereinf"~ha.t "further: revisen the alti tttdinal X'a.l1ge· bf '59 
spGcieo' of Nepe.1ese birds constitut.ing 25 ': :f'run11:i.es"in aggregate. 
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The discussion herein is bat;H~d 01'1,. personal, observations 
Unleasnoted.otherwisa~ Nomenclature, a.ltltudinal:references, 
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2. 
and infer:r-ed sljecies status are those of Fleming et. al. (1976; 

ef. pp.,;t6 - 18.). Tile bulk" of these sightings' (44) occurred 
in DhanusB district of southoentraJ. Nepal duringtny'reeidence 

there from September 1976 to December, 1978 and resulted from 
oecondary activities to my dutieaas a U.S. Peace Corps 
volunteer in village fisheries extension. The remaining data 
was recorded in that interim while on leave to the followine 

areas: the hill (I of far eaetern Nepal, the upperKali GEmde.k1 
valley and ManlUlg region,Koa:1 barrage in eouthea.atern Nepal,' 

and Ko:hhmandu"alley,with:8,4. '2, and 1 obs~rvation$ respec-
t1vely. 

" " 

, \ ~ " < : :, ' ~. ' 

Of the 5gepecies for.' which findings are presented, 48 
show a downward:revis1on il'l'rallge w1th,all;but four:ofl,these 
(Aguila ol,ang@, .!!l,.:trhocorax,sraQulus. Sitti!9uropaea,' ,,Tic:h.odroma 

mu:caria,) occurrj"ng'in the,Tarai, that portion of the'nOt'thern 
G-angetic ': plain which extends, ,into ;Nepal.Tlie disparity of new 
data between. T~ai, (44) and'h111region(15) localities' is',> 

1, I .•. 

a.ttributed, ·to biased observation time infa.vor o'f';my';-lQwlend 

f9sidenoe. T.able 1. summarizes the'n:etupward or d()Wl1Wal"d. 
- , 

reVision from ':the, family andapecies aacoUnts:f()11()w1ng~ :' 

ARDEIDAE; " ~ I ' 

The Little Egret (Eer!tta esrzetta) and the Chestnut 
Bittern'( I:x;obr3'ohus oinnarqoneun) have recol~ded minimum 
Q'\9vation ~angea' of, 244m .. (HOO *,)and2,74xn. (900" ) . .reapeot1vely, 

I .J.owever:,',bo,th "species, were ,'ob'serve'd",,in )l'lthalq,ur, Dhanuse>', , 
, , 

district, ~t 76m_(2,50 t ). ,<'" " ,'r- _',I ,:'1";,,":";':"'" 

A si1raggler Pond Heron <'Ardeola araYii) was seen at 
2745m.(9.000') north of tTomosom on 22 May 1978 by Ridge DeWitt 
(pers. co-m.).' well above the' reporte~. ma.ximum Imo,wn range of 
1525m. (5.,000' )., ' ,'.' ' 

. ,i 
" 

Whl.te-neckedSto~k8(f.:!£oniri!:' ,epiacopus)a.re:a.nother !, '" 

r~sident species at 76m. (250') in Jronv,kpur proper .. 

__ Pi. . 

• 



ACeIPI~!RTDl\E 

Many species were noted at altitudes different than 
previously reported. The following should be revised downward 
to 76m.(250'): Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indue), Dark Kite 
(Milvua mir;rans), Steppe Eagle ( Aguila n;tpalensis), Indian 
Griffon (~ indicus) and the Egyptian Vultu.re (Neophron 
12ercnopterus), all of which were encountered in Janakpur; plus 
the Sh11r.ra (Accini tar £o.diuo), Whi te-ey('d Unwlt (BHtestur teoge.), 
Leoaer ~pott(\dEagJ.e{A. l22.lt\al'inal, ,nen Hf,'Jrrier, (CircuecyeneuEJ), 
Pied Harrier,' (Q. melanoleucue) and the Eurasian Kestrel (Falco 
tinnunculus),. species recorded in southeEtstern Dhanusa district 

, betw0enParbahar and the' Kamla'· river .. 
. A pair of GreatGT Spotted Eaglos (A .. olanga), a scaroe 

species for Nepal (Fleming et." al. 1976, 52) and previously 
reported only at 1525m.(5,OOO'), were seen belowIlam in 
eastern Nepnl at' an elevation of l068m.(3,5DO·) by Jack Cox 

end, I" on 13 November 1978~' DuringOcto'ber of that" yee:r eastern 
Nepal also yielded to us a.' Black Vul tu:re (Toreoa ,eel vue) at ; 
36;Om. (lO,OOO~), up from 2440m~,(8.000' ),:, at KopinPokhari on 
the Milke Dandeand El. Created Serpent Eegle (Sptlorni~oheela) 
at the ,same height,but,between'Chaulti,anClGuf'a..:Prior range 
on the latter species was up to ~1351n.(7"OOO'). 

RALLIDAE 
The range of the White-breastsd Wate'rhen (A!aUr9rni~ 

I,lh6eniourus) can, ba lov,rered from 213111.. (700·) to 76m. (250' 0 
where 1t,i9,f6und,in Dhranusadiatr10t alongthGBihar porder • 

. ,' ,~,' '-

J ACANIDAEi '."':" >', 

Pheaeont-tailed do,oane-a (Hydr9phae:i~mue. ch1rurffil:$)' 
anoth(:):l*soarce Ne-pales6 species (Flaming et. al. 1976 # 80) 

and prosently listed at 1342Ino:(4,400'), ,V'lere: eeen ,in Janakpur 
at 76111 .. (250') where eightiindividuals'took l,1ptemporary 
residence in the pond opposite the district agricUlture office 
during May 1978. 

• 



OHARADRIIDAE 

The Curlew (Nu.menius~rguata) 'was, found b, Larry Carroll 
and I at 76m.(250·), dovJl'lfrom 213m.(700'), along the Koni 

river in southeast Nepal (March 1978). 
Similarly ,the Little-ringed Plover (Charadrius dubhts), 

and the Spotted Redehanlc (T-Tinea er:ythr0puA) a.t'e now Imown 
from 76m.( 250' ), but at Jane.«:pur. Additionally discovered at 
this lattorlooat1onnnc\,@-l.t:ttudo wran l ',l;\',I!Ia,:1.r of Marsh 'Sand.pi1'0rs 

(,T"'!lt .. *'anfJjhYlq)on 30 M~roh 1978, yo't onci't,hor soaroo speoiGs 
in Nepal. (Flaming et. al. 1976: 88). 

'" "', 

GLAREOLIDAR . '. ",: 

The Smal.l, Prat1.ncole (Glareola lactea), also lowered from: =;;;,;,;;..0;;";;;";;; .. _ _ 

2l3m~ (700· ) t was oboervecl along the Kooi river at 76m. (250') 

j.nMtI...reh 1978. 
" ' 

. ';'" . I. r"'" ,., , •• ' .. ' .',1 . 

, I, ,', '. I 

" r ,'. OUCUI,IDAE ",' ···.1 ". " ...• '.:.. "~i' 

A, pair of' Pied CreErted C'UCkoos(ClamAtQrjac~9j.!lMsr>' ~iere 
noted-in ,JtmakPUT on 28 June 1978 at '7Gm. (2.50' )~Th:ts crpeOi(HJ 

WllS' 'also, earlj,er reoordod in llfalanp:\"ICL, Se,rlahtdist:r:i.ot,. e,t 
f!/, ~1.mtlnr elevation (tTimChal!mh.ntl:pe~~~com.), ~:lJ;lh~irpr.ef.letlt .' 
m:i.:ninl'tlm range iELlii;!ted a. 305m.(ltOOQ').' , . 

, ' 

"",r '",. ". 
i. ,', .': ~ ~ . 

CAPRlMUU}1DAE: .• ' .; ". 

, ,Th'~ altitudirt.allimit .,~f,r,ran,klin'a:'~ightjfl:r){£fJ.pritnUl.roM~ 
~fintU!)canbe ~aiaedt:rom'30;m.'(1.OOOt) to 4S7m .. (1, 500') . 

where alone, in:dividual '~s.s sean,:and'he~a~d::t'lt:1.4u~~ orV,3Mll.rph 
1978 bY"PaulK:l.rk, 'and.· I abou.t ,2km.··.en~tof Ohisopari:.t ,in 

;, : .. ' .• ,I. ,q 

, , .. ' .. .,. ',;).- ; ~,' , ; ,.,. 

-: \ -; , 

ATJC EDINl'DAE 

. . Small Pied Kingfir:hers (Cer;yle' rUdis) are occasionally' -
found tit the 'JenalcpUl:' fi-ah ':fe~.eJ,evation, . .76m_'t2BOt;). " 

• I.,. 1"\ 
~ ",.' ""," ",' 
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5. 
CAPITONIDAE 

A'Idneated Herbet (Mege,la1mg lineateJ.wasseen at 76m. (250') 
near Gob~lrahi, DhElnuna district (February"1978). The previous 
reported low was 183m.(600'). 

APODIDAE 
Edible Nest Swiftlets (eollgcalia J.1revirostris) were 

occasit1nally observed ne.wkinginsectsoVerthepondf) .at the· ... · 
Janakpur fish fa.rm nt art e.1·t1 tUde. of 76m. (250· ).' ,! 

.~,:.. " 'r.;:: - ,', : 

HIRIDIDINIDAE . • • " • I • 

. ",', ".';' 

The range .·ofthe .Dam .5'/a1J.ow· ('lIirundq, rUstica.) can be 
lowerod'to 76m1l (250') where 1.t is a common specios in .. Tanalt:pur. 

DIGHtffiTDAE .;. ' 

The BlllckDron{,"o (Pio17E2:B.9. &1o:J.milia) ,TAcorded nt. 274m.· 
(900 t), may alaobe lowerod1;c:\, 76m.( 250' )where.i t·,too in a 
commonspeciea· in Jm1akpur. 

I" '. , ", 

C'oRVIDAlg 

Red-billed 131ue mar;pies' (C1ssaer'l1jhrorhycha),pr,ee~ntlY 
recorda'a' at1525m. (? tOOO ')" were' encountered by··,JaokOox'a.nd 

I. at 19H2rn. (6,500·) between Yamphod1n and Ke'bang in east Nepal 
(5 November 1978).: ' . ""', 

The Irtdian TI'oe Fie (Den.~.QJ...:E:~l.rve,gabunda),±s, fJraaiden.t . 
speci'les: at 7Gm. (250·) inJanakpur.'· .. ' 

A flock of Yel1ow-bi.lled Choughs (PyrrhoGoraxgraculus) 
was tallled' by Jack Cox, Ri(1ge DeWi tt, and I at Kagbeni, 

Mustang di8t;rict~ .inMa.v 1978. Theirmin1mumrange.is ·thus 
lo\~tered' hom 3660m. (12,000") to2.g89l11..{9.8oo· ) •. :'; 

• • J 

" " ,:.,>; .. ,,: \ 

CAMPEPUAGIDAE:" .. '/ 

, " t, '", _: I 'J. 
"?, ',-

I !I 

. Tho' small' Mi).'11 vet (fericrocotns cinnamomeue ).was no·ted 
down to 76m. (250') in JanaJcp'l.lr, Dhanus9. district , on several 
occas:ions~ 

• 
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6. 
IRENIDAE 

" The :range of the Iora( Aee;1 th:lnati;phi~)ahOuld. be ,dropped 

:f~OIll 213m. (700',) to 76m. (250' ')VVher~ it ,~o() is ;f~und in Janakpur" • 

TIMALIIDAE 
, Jungle Babblers (Turdoidos strie.t~) are yet another 

species present ,from 76m. (250') in Janalqm.t". 

~:he Vl/hi te":'croot(HJ I,o.l1gh1,ng ... ThruElh (Q.g.rr111c;\x ];91lPJ»'lophYD) , 

with t\roport~a rnaximt'Jll :r.ane:c bt 1525m.(5,OOO') was o'bl1sl'ved." 
'at 19~~m.(?, 500' ) ,by Jack Cox :.and ,1~et~ve,e~\,J(3ll1pbQcU,~' Wld '. , 
K~l?ang':i!,l ,e~s1i",Nepa1( 5,Novembe.ri,97'e)",a~,were ,Bla.9,k~throat~~ 
Babbltro'q(stachyris nigricepq) on the' same date. 

lIWSCICAPIDAE 

Ayaerant, Broolt' s Fl~rca.tchQr. \ OVIus,cic6Pa.:pol!ogenrs >. was 
spott~d.:by ,Le~is'UndeX'wooda.nd ,t,at'.',.G,ok~~a. Forest in Kfil.thmandu 

, o~'11J0Y 197(3 • .'Thi:~.,extellds; ·Ylle.',;r~llge.:tipwardt9:1~81m~(4t.200') 
fr~~"~ ·pia~io~.s high 'of. 457m. (i .500. ).'aha \l'~pre~::~n1;~~' new·, . . , ". 

'a.dd1 'titon to tAG, Kathmandu v~11ey a~if~~a. (Fl~ming' a.ndFle~ing 
, " .'. ", 

1970). " ' , "" e": ."., ,', " ", , "",', ", ' ': ';" 
. -,_ ,', ", '.' .: ". '_' v,.' /,~~/, ~. ':~ ... "'\" . .J, ~ ~.. .. .1. i 

"" ,EleVQ."tion data for the,;pa:r.adi.e~,.Flyoatoher.,(Te.rpeiRhon~ 
;p(~radisi') maybe lower~(l, 1:rom' 2·74~. (900·) to 16tll~(250t) where 

:, .. . 
it is oocasionally found in Janaltptlr. 

,. ,', BotJ?, ,the, Whi te-bree,stad Fnntail Flyoatoher (&?-ipidura , 

(I 'tU'eol~J~d~1l~,~~,ay-heade4.)3'l.y,~a~Qh,~r ,(g,Ul~c4io~12a",ceXlonen§ip.> 
d.re:rea~,d.e~,i; in; pht\ntttlfl di~tI1~jtf.~ml~ ?6m •. (2~O·) ~ "r:, <I" I, 

~" .- , ,\' '. -,'-, . /, -. '. 

S~veral species occur in southern Dhanusa district at an 
alti tuc'ie ',oi'76m.,(250· ),;Am,orm,~h$.se:. az-e L,B:Lanford'sBush )' " . 
War1)l~r :(cetti§\' P~l:1,1di~ee) ,"'D~:~~" L~atW~~bie~,:·,,:'(p~a~9@ri~'p~a 
C.QllYbitg). Tic~el1' sLeaf, ,Warbl~r I<E • .@!!.~), and the Plain 
Leaf Warbler (P.iuQrnatus),tha .le.ti;er~own f~o1l1214m.(900'). 
, ' ',' ,,~ 1 ',',. \". ,.:,' ,'.' " ""'.' ! •. ,,\,r •• , .• l 

, ,,~", 
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8. 
FRINGILLIDAE 

, I! flook of about" 25 SCI;lt"C~ (Flemiilg.et~ 'al ~"'1976; 304) J 

Eurasi~ Goldfinches (Cnrduelis card~elis) ,wer~ observ~d. by 
Rldge,DaWitt~dI on 3 June 1978just;east of M~ang at ,an 
altitud~ of 3812m~(12,500').Thieie an upward re~sion'from 
3660rn,(12,OOQ'),::.':,' ' , ' !. 

.. ', ',Lastly~,' Q0D1J!10Xl Rose Finctles (Parpodacue er:tt~inus) are ' 

a.,w1nter Elp~GioS of Dhanuma and, Sirb.ha.di\!1triota~l~';76m.(250'). " 
/:, " .. ,:" .' . "I - '-, " " " '- :. .' .. ::' 

Tha 'loweflt px-evioua data for~ihia', speoies in Nep~11Ef 244m. (800'). 
," ,-'. " 

J, ' I " \. \ 

l .... ', 

"'. ' 

• 

;, i "" - . \ .' 

., '. 

" 

, : ':'. '",," /,:, 

\":, : ., .' I. I ~"., 

.' I'· n, 
t',) 1 

r·· .. )" 
;'1 

.. ' i r,' 
",: ',.'i ., .:, 

LI'l'ERATunEC.!TICD 
",/ -

ALl.'S1\;lJIM 8.nd&. DILLON RIPI,EX,,', '1968-1974. Han.~book ',of the '.,' I 

",!i.''tii:rde "of'I'nd1.aand Paki~ltan~, ,10'vo16. ,Ox£or~:'universi ty ',' 
':, , ' :~:re~fJ:, ri6inbay. ' '; ,~:';,':: i-" ,: '; , ' 

Ft~I~G,,'~~"Li.' SR. and R. LitPII~'~lI.Nd,' J'R. 1910. ," !Df.rd~ of 
,",. ,.": ,'. ,. '~I' ~.,.. , ;,,' ' .. ,,' ':._ . .', '.! I,,·' .'" ,I \ ; ,'-:" : f ' '.- • 

;""!{ELthmar~dUVa.lley andsU::~~ound.inghilla % a,Qh~Qlclist. Jore 
• ."., • I . ' ' ' , ' ".'. • ,~ ",", ,. '.' ,\ I \" ... " ' " "',', ',I '1-' 

, , ,'GEl1?,~Bh ';';pr.eas:~ Kathmandu., , ,,: <. '. " /:,'. /':,." :,: .1 

FLEr~ING; a.t." SR., FLEMINl1,~. i:'"JR., and, £~,'S" ,BAI'WDEL.' 
, ,1976. ',B:lrds':6:f' Nepal. ','~. L~Fl'eming, Sr>and .. 'Jr~!/ ' 

Kathmandu., , 34-9pp. ,,' " "" ,": ,'-'" .' 

FLEM1NG, R. L.'~'SR., FIIEMINGf;R~ L., JR., and'L/S.BANGDBL.' 

1979. .Bird.s of Nepal. 2nd' ed, A'Ve.lok~R:athma:ndu.' 358pp. 
, t, , .. ,'. ~ ; . " '"',, \ . ' " , 1 • 

,,','- , ,', 
• : , I ~. ~ 

" '( . 
" ' 

, 
,I 

" '~ 

", ' j 

I 
'I 



I ' -'" . - ~ ''I ' , ,_ " 

10 .. 

SPECIES PREVIOUS LIMIT REVISED LIMIT DIFFERENCE 

Pericroootus cinnamOmeu6 
ifiYfloscopus aff'inis . 

• col1ybitta ' 
P. inornatus " ' 
!:. Dulcher 
Pyrrhocorox era2uluB 
Hhlr1.(1Urg, g.Ul'@ot§ , 

. ~a.x cofe.. caprgtn.' , 
;:~e:rcet'cus caataniceps 
§:t.tia europaea ' 
~[ornis .cheelq 
Sachyris nigric9!,S 
Terpaiuhone,peradisi 
Tich2d~~m~ murgria 
TorgOS aal vue ", 
Trinfa ;err~hropua ,', 
!. El ~na hgs . 
Turdoides striatue 

137m. 450' 1 
152m. 500' 

- lS2m" 500' 
2?4m .. 900' 
915m~ 3,000') 

, 3660m. 12,000') 
, .1!)2m. 500') ,: 

, " ,244m~ 800') 
" '2440in.. 8,000·) 

30';Om" 10 000·) 
2135m. 7.000'). 
183Qm. 6,000') 

2'7 4m ~ 900') , 
549m. 1,800') , 

2440m.8.0009 ) 

152m. 500'~ 
l'32m~ 500' 
152m. (500· 

~~:: ~§g:1 
76m. 250' 
76m~ 250' 
76m. 250' 

'2989m. 9,800')' 
76m. 250') -: ' 
76m. 250') 

2592m,\8,500 ') 
2592m. 8,500') . 
3050m. 10,000') 
1982m. 6,500 t ) 

, 76m.. 250') , 
457m_\1,500' ) 

J0 50m_, ' 10; 000, t ) 

.' 76m. 250' l ' , '76m. 250' , 
" '76n1.250· ' 

• 

-76m. 
-76m" 
.... 76m. 

-198m. 
-839m. 
-671m. 
-76m • 

-168m. 
+152m. 
-458m. 
+915m. 
+l~j2m. 
-198m. 
-102m. 
, +610m. 
, ,-76m. 

-76ro. 
. -76m" 

Table 1., (cont .• )~ 3umm/;u"Y' Of,tU3t 'upward or: downward 6xtenfliQn to 
"lroo\'ffi rn~ximum( +), or. mil'limum (-) a:peciesal tt tud:f.n41l range inrf~pn1.. 

,I 

Phili'P M... Hall ~, " 

University of Idaho _, ,: 
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'2.6 Seoptembet" 1980 
, " , 

,It ,Prenent ad,dresa s- ,,' i' ,: :' 

Baboa Crocodile Station 
Lake Murray, Western Province 
Pa-pua New Guinea -I 

, , 
) l'" ' 

j .. 

, "f!, ,',' 

'I' 

. : " 

250'l 2'10' 
250' 
650' 
2,750' 
2,200' 

250'l 550' 
500' 
1,500 
3,000 
5,00' l 650' 
300' 
2,000 

250'l 250' 
250· 


