NOTES ON BIRDS SEEN IN NEPAL NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1981 Nﬁ\QbE?

The primary purpose of our visit was trekking and there 3%
was insufficient time to allow much for birdwatching, As a
result many ‘common' birds were missed, especially in forest
areas, The Dumre-Manang trail passes through some good evergreen
broadleaf forest below Bagarchap which would be well worthwhile
investigating in detail., The daily walks suggested by Armington
(1980, Trekking in the Himalayas) leave little free time, thus
anyone planning on doing the Dumre-Manang-Jomosom-Pokhara trek,
which Armington gives as 19 days, should allow about 30 if they
want a reasonable amount of birding. Armington recommends one
day at Manang for altitude acclimatization -~ we needed two and
even then found the walk to 'base camp' rather hard going, but
some people spent no time in Manang and still got over the pass,
The walk over Thorong La was not hard going -~ just a slow steady
climb - but had there been much more snow crampons would have
been needed, We did not have any porters,

Birds were identified using Flemming et al. 1979, Birds of
Nepal; King et al. 1975, A field guide to the birds of South-east
Asia; Ali 1977, Birds of the Eastern Himalayas. A list of
birds seen is given in the attached table - further notes are
given for those species marked with a X. Heights are taken
from 'Latest Trekking Map. Pokhara to Jomosom, Manang' published
1980 by Mandala Trekking Maps.

Itinerary

A 'Nov 1,2,3,4,5. Kathmandu Valley (Kathmandu, Gokarna, Godaveri,
( Tokha Hospital)
“INov 6. Dumre-Tuture
~«Nov 7. =Philesangu (710«
v Nov 8, -Khudi [0 . ‘
SiNov 9. -Bondanda |4l ., \
'Nov 10, Bondanda (sick day) 4.0
1yNov 11, -Chanje 'yt -
v Nov 12, -Bagarchap 2! 0 ...
.\ Nov 13. Bagarchap (heavy rain at Bagarchap most of the day, snow
) higher up)(\ ,
Nov 14. -Chame ' . "
Nov 15. -Pisang - ' .
Nov 16. -Manang "~ ..
2 Nov 17,18. Manang (river valley, glacial lake, Gunsang)
94 Nov 19. -Thorong La 'base camp', 4400m (14400ft)
J-Nov 20, -Muktinanth, over Thorong la
Nov 21. Muktinath _
/. Nov 2?2, - Jomosom
; Nov 23. - Kalopani
‘Nov 24, -Tatopani
2<Nov 25. Tatopani
»<=Nov 26. —Ghorapani
, Nov 27. -Birethanti
,-Nov 28. -Naudanda
Nov 29. -Pokhara
- Nov 30, Dec 1,2. Pokhara
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NOTES ON SFECIES

Podiceps cristatus
Phewa Lake, one seen from shore 1 Dec., 6 from boat 2 Dec.

| Podiceps naricollis

Fhewa Lake, three from boat 2 Dec.
Ciconia nigra

8 near Tibetan Camp

Tadorna ferruginea

Bagarchap, four flew up the valley going West in the evening.
Muktinath, one flew North in morning.

Anas crecca
FPhewa Lake, 23 from boat 2 Dec.

Anas platyrhynchos
Phewa Lake, 1”7 from boat 2 Dec.

Anas strepera
16 on small, partly frozen lake slightly down the valley from
Fisang, c9500ft - a new altitude record?

Aythya ferrina
One female on lake near Pisang. One female Fhewa Lake 2 Dec.

Aythya nyroca

Male in partial eclipse plumage Rani Pokhari, Kathmandu, 1 Nov.

An Aythya duck observed on Phewa Lake on 2 Dec was similar to

this species but had conspicuous white patches on either side

of the face at the base of the bill, similar to a female A. marila,
White undertail coverts very conspicous as the bird tended to

hold the tail high out of the water, as is fairly common in

A. baeri. It was shy and could not be approached very closely in
the boat, thus eye and bill coulours not noted. Aberrant

A. nyroca or hybrid?

Aythya fuligula
One male on lake near Pisang.

Nettapus coromandelianus
One on Rani Pokhari, Kathmandu 1 Nov.

Milvus migrans

All birds closely observed in Kathmandu had yellow legs and
appeared to be M.m. govinda. Birds at Pokhara included both
M.m, govinda and M.m. lineatus (blue legs) - Melville in prep.

Accipiter sp.
One Bagarchap probably A, gentilis but seen very briefly,

Gyps himalayensis

? at Bondanda seen high up on side of valley and so not a new low
altitude record. A sub-adult near Bagarchap seen carrying mesting
material.

Gallinago

Fyrrhocorax graculus

A flock of about 60 (P. graculus, not young P. pyrrhocorax)
below Chame ¢?7700ft - a new low altitude record? There had
been a severe blizzard on 1% Nov with heavy snow down to just
above Bagarchap and presumably the birds had moved down as a

result.
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Pseudopodoces humili.s

One bird apparently of this species seen in Jjuniper scrub above
Manang ¢13500ft on 17 Nov., It was seen for about 15 seconds

after the sun had gone off the valley - a small fawn coloured
bird with a long decurved bill which appeared to be pale, whitish
sides to tail in flight. (Goodwin, Crows of the World, notes

that juveniles have paler bills than adults). Although the bird
was only seen briefly there would appear to be no possibility

of confusion with any other species.

Corvus macrorhynchos
Jarge numbers in the lower rhododendron forest feeding on black
berries, rather like Ivy (Hedera).

Certhia himalayana

One near Jharkot ¢12000ft. Greyish white underparts and very
marked barring on tail. Observed down to c30ft feeding on tree
in bright sun. A new altitude record?, and only just in the
Kaii Gandaki "Valley".

Serinus pusillus
One (probably two) in thorn scrub above Manang 17 Nov. First
record east of the Kali Gandaki?

DSM + U.T.H.
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Ciconva, ngra .

Cicomey (pl'Srofus / ‘
Tadorna ferru(j»'nea. ; ><
/\/gl}afus toromardelianus >< o

Anes shrepera ; . |

Anras creeca |

Anos rla_iyrk\»,nohas '

Aythya fervea

AGH\SA /‘J roca ><
ADH\SA {:“"3“1“ :
Milvus migrans / ///
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C—atme)’-uc barbodus

Cyps bengolensis ’ i
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S“""ﬁjf" Ca'vus

Cvrecus wanews

f—]m'p.'kr ASUS
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gu»k’o ’ou}“"o /
Bukeo ru‘-f/\us -
[chrnaetws N\olajcm'fs /
Hc{/A|"u rafax

Falo +ianoncalug

Falo cl\l't‘-cl/;\cfa- /
Te;f'f'o\%a"u; $ihetanus
Nlekorts chuhar ‘
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Thiga ac,krorq,c
Hcln'l--'s "\dfa)t’u(as

Columba livia

Columba ropestns
Colomba.  leuconotan
PsiHacula l'\n'malamw\«.
Aﬂ\ene mew
Collocalin brevr rostris
q{)us aéla'm's

Ho\lc&on Srayrnensis
Aleedo athis

Ceryle lugubris
(oracias benghalensis
Megalainn virers
/ﬂedmlac‘ma asiakrous
me&o\,m'ﬂ\& ‘\aemwphalu
.DCncJ/‘owfos
P‘}Uanofmdne ;ufedwr
Hirundo rushica,
Hiruado dlous rica
beh'cb\ur\ m'fm‘ersd
Anthus novaeseelandize
Anthus l\ooljfam'
Motacrlla cinerea
Motacella alba
Matacilla maol(ra;fakm's
Coractaa novae hollandine
Pericrocotus )Ua'v\meu:
Porl'cmcof-uﬁ eHw/odmi
[33( I\aM*uf S}ﬁa}ul
PcMnaM lemascnds
6’36/\0\!\0"“‘ cafer’
Hypsipekes madagascoriensis
A{g.'“\m& '/-\‘r}\ va
(/Myrapﬂ's hardunivkry
Crandus Im”w’l'f

" rogladytes Hoglodytes
Pronella steophiake
Pronella {llu{refcen;
Pronella. robecolordes
Luscinia callrope

Cofsbc;\u,( sanlaris

= 6 7 8 q lo n. l'LlS lll-lf 16 ,@lngu 211&7-47.\ zéz‘l

/-
/ //

./'
/S
?////
2
/ M o

/
\/,‘

AN

/

RN

y,

NN

/)77
82
/ i

/

ey
/o

1 "‘ 9 (4‘ .
s P . S
FORN \ /\/L IV N \( e
}

;.
7

o/
-/
o/

/

('/ . ('\ . '

-/

% 2q




Phoenicurus e(ythmnotus

Phoemcuns caernleocephalus

Phoenicatus  ochrevros

() hoercuros fﬂmh\l.x
Phoenicurvs schishiceps
Phoenrcuras ernﬂ\nﬂask/
m:\)nuorm's F"’ ({ Yn0svs
Saxicla tforquata

Saxicela capmla,

Chatmarrorams |euco «phalug

md)'o phoneus caeraleus
ruficells +

Tordus rv [‘fra”l's atroyulan's

Enveucvs  scouler’
Encurvs jmmaculatus
Envcurvs macnlabus
Te.n‘o\ caam'utn"ef
CE#M LIW\A\'F"MS
Ortholomus o boris
Sercercus burly
Seicercws xanthoschishes
Pl\al/a.mfus pulcher
Phollogopus procegulus
(lgu\lus requlus
L(pl-arot’n{e sololu'ae
NV tava Mmd(grigorine
Ficedala, +ricolor
lefca‘cafot ujwt’nﬂk
ﬂLf'o)'oldm )\\ujfom/d'ha
Shochyris Pyrhops
C~orrulax d\lLMm)arl'S
(aerolay Ieuulopkug
Crarrvlax oce”o\,w
P-eruthius )umn'fmpfs
Minla S)‘r{gu\)m
Miala n'\(jna-,'\'noh
Hekerophasia copistmta,
Tohina, ﬂam‘culhjc
Yohina Jularts
Yohna oceip P halis
Yohiaa 2antholeua
AS,‘HW"OS Concinnug
Parvs dich rous
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Pacvs rolediventris
Parvs ater

Pasus mdor

farus mankicolus

pp\ru.; Xan“lajeﬂd;
gn'#a Fldh}‘a’ui

Srba castanea
Trehodroma muracia
Certhia, lu'MaJaSamot
bfcd?um Bm’fec}w'
Zosterops /)u«lfeéram
Oriolus ‘}mf”ﬁ'

Lanus schach

Lanius tephwastus
Du'crumu Maly cefcus
D.'crurvj (f.’uta’)haeuj
Dicrvrus Aenpys
Dicrvrus rfmff:(’r’
Dreevrus hotfeats ffus
Orecissa €r0ﬂ| rc/‘;\and\q,
Cissa . chinensis
Dendrocila ua\(’a\(wﬁda,
Dendrurfla Folmame
Pfeudofodacej J’\umn‘,;'s
Nuc u'f‘m\(ja cary ocackes
Pyrrhocorax g mewlus
V\jrr‘\mﬂux mrr‘\acamx
Corvus splendens
(orvug Ma((b/‘;\&pvhof
(a{‘uuj corax
ﬂcrwld”)(’ﬂ ‘f‘r»J}'lj
ﬂmdaﬂll’rﬂ( FuJWf
Passer domeshitus
Pusser rubilans

Pajm‘ Maﬂ')‘al\uf
/.onc}\ulu {'um}u'uh
f~r\¢3|”n wm’- {M\gp”o\
Serinus pusellug
Leucoshicte nemoriola
(arPodacb\S Puld\em'mw
Mycecobas cornipes
Erberiza cio
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