(Rellue aguaticus)
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‘ne evening of 25 February, zbout 5.%0 or

nelle, ot the same place where I later saw The Blue~breasted

[

L3 Coopu
i QQ@Q} Bonded Rail. (R. stristus). Thete was a loud squealing and -
\Q“KQ) chattering iz the reeds followed by & splash as a Water Rail

jumped out of cover, walked a yard or two aund then sneaked back

into the reeds at a different point. slthough I only saw one bird
I had the impression that two Water Rails had just been sguabbling.
Poseibly, in view of his rarity, he had been driven out of cover
by a Rail-of a different species. {The B ,Lue-nbrea,qted Banded Rail?) The
resident Ruady'Cra tes (Porzanas fusca) and Baillonts. Crakes (P@;pusilla)
seem too small to drive the much larger Vater Rail out of covar,

| I recognised the bird's voice as one that I had heard in

that place before. I had been watching that swamp since 75
£

T bl‘ual"‘f but unfortunately have no record of what day I : “irst
] W ay
first

heard the call. I believe it was a Tew days prior to the
ting, rather than at the beginning of amy vieit.

vlace, at about € aslle 07 G330 2.0t
& 2 7.

he bird sneeked out of the reeds oriefly

K3

without any sigans of a disputé with othey birds and I had a wmuch
cleareyr view of the plumage. (This was about half an hour bheiore

7 saw the Spotted Crake.) it was a damp overcast day and the birds
were more sctive than uvsuale

Sighting no. %. The same swanmp, in the early morning on 2

March. Unfortunately T haven't recorded details, only that I saw

no 4, The seme swamp on 3 Harche. The Crakes and Rails

til about 7.3%0mam. I saw the Water Hail at
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not say whether:it was the same bird or

T have just had the chance to comsult S. Dillon Ripley's

of the illustrated bird compared with my sketches. The bird depicted
hoas an area of uastrveaked browa on the wing cover ag the main
- difference. Ey skete Heh, whenever I saw the bird clearly, show

S}
v plumage on three sides. I have drawn the eyebrow,
&

e
chin, face, throat, foreneck and dreast zs a uniform grey excent

through the eve and a naler, mors brownish
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srev in front of the flank stripes. The bill was red with a black



TiPe

lent of the sccuracy of my sketehses becauee
had at least four chances o improve on the first one, I'd like
to know if this identifies the subspescies, or is an example of

individual colouration that proves I saw only one bivrd five times,
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Leighton Buzzard

Deds. LU7 7DL.
Sveculations on whether theve were ityo Water Rails
Bresent on 25 February, or not.
Something made the eads, wnile
the Huddy Crakes carried on I ing and sneaking in and out

of the reeds unconcerned. Ther seem enough disturbance

for a predator to be hunting;
to be fleeing for his life. I wonder, on second thoughts, if an
immature Dlue-~breasted Banded Hail could meke a rather larger
néult ater Hail give ground, simce I am sure I saw the 'Yloser”
the sguabhle. If the ‘'winner® was a coot or moorhen or even
sird of another family such @s a heron, I feel sure I would
have ses=n him, because it happened so close to where I was
g and T got quite used to staying so still, in camouflage

most-birde ignored me. The only skulker I saw on
ls
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that swamp who was rger than a Water Raill was a Furasi

Zittern and he preferred the much taller reeds on the far side

of the swamp. This pariiculer reedbed, although dense enough

for 1little crakes and rails, wasn't tall encugh to hide a

Bittern. 4lso I only heard the Water Hail znd no other species.
seunawking out of reedbeds towards
the observer for no particular reason,then people would see thenm
more frequently. Unless you can think of another reason for the
Ay

rd's behaviour (vredatory fish, perhaps
t o 9 &
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i it sesms to indicate
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Ly another Watsr Rail.
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realise, of course, that one of the bird's usual calls is

a terrible din that sounds like a fight even when it isn't.
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