Report on

Cheer Pheasant (Catreus wallichii) and Demoiselle Crane
(Grus Virgo) Conservation Programme in Lower
Mustang of Nepal

November, 2005

Report Prepared by

Raju Acharya (Sharma)
Coordinator,
Biodiversity and Climate Change
Friends of Nature, New Baneshwor
Kathmandu, Nepal



Project Summary

Project Name

Cheer Pheasant (Catreus wailichii) and Demoiselle Crane (Grus virgo) Conservation Awareness
programme in Lower Mustang of Nepal

Date
20™ September to 25" September, 2005 (six days)

Place
Kowang, Lete and Kunjo VDC of Lower Mustang

Organizer

Friends of Nature, New Baneshwor , Kathmandu, Nepal
P.O. Box 23491,Sundhara

mfo@fonnepal.org

www.fonnepal.org

King Mahendra Trust for Nature Conservation
Annapurna Conservation Area Project

Umit Conservation Office, Jomsom

P.0.Box 183

www.kmtnc.org.np

Local institutions involvement

Conservation Area Management Committees (CAMCs), Mother Groups, Local Youth Groups,
Forest Management Sub committee and Local Schools.

Major Achievements

¢ Total number of Awareness camp 15 (School awareness programme-3 village level
conservation camp-10)

Cheer Pheasant and Demoiselle Crane conservation committee formation-11

Banner display (Let’s protect Cheer and Crane for tourism development) in 3 settlements
Leaflet distribution with information about the species in Nepali language

Nature hiking to student of Jan Adarsha High School, Kowang (sowing Cheers habitat)

Fund Raising

To conduct awareness programme focusing on Cheer FON Nepal has gencrated the funds through
selling of T-shirt. Picture of Cheer Pheasant was placed on the T-shirt. Altogether 350 T-shirt were
sold in the market and most buyers were students. During the seiling of T-shirt FON, Nepal has
organized presentation program in different school of Kathmandu valley.
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3.2 School Programme

As describe by the previous report on Cheer, student are found involving in the hunting of birds by
using catapult so that, five Schools were selected and awareness programme were organized. Green
Force Clubs operated by the ACAP were trained on the issue of birds.

3.3 Cheer and Crane Conservation Committee Formation

To regulate and monitor the habitat of Cheer and Crane, local commitiees were formed. Mukhiya
(Traditional leader change in annual basis) are the chairman of the respective committee.
Democratically three to eleven member were clected by the community decision for each committee.

3.4 Leaflet Distribution

The one pages leaflet in native (Nepali) language containing introduction, important, management
issues, role of local people for the protection of Cheer and Crane were distributed among different
stockholders like local people, visitors, and schools to increase the level of awareness among them.

3.5 Nature Hiking
A one day nature hiking was organized for the Students of Kowang School (Jan Adarsha High
School). They were taken to habitat area of the Cheer Pheasant and were aware on the habitat
requircment of Cheer Pheasant. Question and answer session was organized i the ficld to clarify
query of the students.

3.6 Banner Display

Altogether 5 locally made cloth banners were displayed in the publicly access places of the five
settlement areas.

4.0 Results

4.1 Community Awareness Programme

In total 10, village awareness programme were carried out in the different settlements. Local people
in the area were aware on the issues related to the Cheer and Crane. It was informed there on about
the specific habitat of Cheer. The issues like why they are declining? Who are responsible for the
conservation? What are the opportunities if conserving these species? How can they contribute for
the conservation? How specics conservation is important for the tourism industries? etc. were
discussed. The local people agreed during their discussion for the conservation of these species.
Detail about the village meeting is given below:

Date Name of the Village Number of Participants | Remarks
20/9/2005 Kowang 32
21/9/2005 Khanti 21
21/9/2005 Kokhetanti 11
21/9/2005 Titi 16
22/9/2005 Taklung 30
22/9/2005 Jhipra Deurali 19
23/9/2005 Chayo 22
24/10/2005 Lete 57
24/10/2005 Dhampu 20
25/10/2005 Ghansa 51













4.4 Leaflet distribution:

One page leaflets of each species was made in a Nepali language. ACAP prepared the leaflet of the
Crane and Friends of Nature prepared for the Cheer. The whole leaflets were distributed in the
meetings, schools, and visitors. Introductions, status, their behaviors, importance, their relation with
tourist, local efforts for the conservation were covered in the leaflet. Conversion text of the leaflet is
stated below:

Let's hold our Hands for the Cheer Conservation

Nepal is home for six types of Himalayan Pheasant and all are found in the Kaligandaki valley. OQut
of them Cheer Pheasant found in the three village development committee (VDC) i.e. Kowang, Lete
and Kowang VDC. This bird is endemic to Indian Sub-continental (India, Nepal and Pakistan). Their
wild population has been estimated about 6000 individuals. In Kaligandaki Valley its population has
been estimated about 85 to 111. Study was jointly carried out by ACAP, BCN and WPA in 2004 in
Kaligandaki valley. It 1s a protected bird of Nepal under the National Park and Wildlife Protection
Act 1973 and is listed among the vulnerable species of [TUCN Red Data Book. Government has made
sanction of Rs.500-10000 or 3 month-2 years imprison or both, if found any involvement in killing
or mjuring of a single Cheer Pheasant.

Cheer prefers the steep land or grass land with scattered tree. In the dawn and dusk period they
produce their call. They breed in Chaitra-Baishak and care their chicks in Jeshta-Asad. They are
residential birds and some time found to be altitudinal migratory in case of severe cold. They
frequently fly from uphill to down hill area. Morphologically, it has long broadly barred tail,
pronounced crest and red facial skin. Male is clearly and strongly marked than female with
pronounced barring on mantle, unmarked neck and broader barring across the tail

They are in threat in the Mustang due to forest fire, using of catapult, snaring around the habatat,
hunting ete. In result, the local people have observed decreasing Cheer than before.

Tourists who visit Nepal for Bird watching (nature tourist) are estimated to be 5 percent. Mustang
only provide destination for the 15000-20000 tourist (up and down) annually. Out of them many
tourist come to Ghansa for Cheer watching. Tourist knows only the Ghansa area for Cheer watching
however there are about 9 other places where Cheer can be observed easily, in Mustang. These
habitats were identified by the study (2004) team lead by Mr. Raju Acharya (Sharma)

If you want to balance the ecosystem and increase the number of tourist; let’s hold our hand for the
Cheer Pheasant Conservation. Let’s confrolled the hunting, let’s prohibit the use of catapult, let’s
regulate the grazing practice and avoid livestock entrance during the hatching period of Cheer.
Please inform the visitors about the Cheer who stay in your area/inn, so that they will come again
and publish others for watching Cheer in your village.

Thank You.

Let's help for Demoiselle Crane Conservation

Demoiselle Crane is the migratory birds. Locally it is know as “Malchari”. During the winter season
they migrate to lowland and return back to highland in summer season. During the September and
October, they pass through the Mustang valley. They depart from the Magnolia and Siberia, and
finally reached to Southern and middle part of India. It takes about 7-8 days to reach Mustang from
the Magnolia and Siberia,

Mustang is well known area in Nepal for the crane migration. According to the Rajendra Narshing
Suwal about 20000 cranes migrated in 2004 by using this corridor. Due to this reason many trekker,
bird watcher, institution, photographic group, visit mustang during 1% week of September to second
week of October.
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