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’ ** This entire Universe:.weuld"have been.
shrouded in pitch da,rkne,ss it on‘l;j 'uhevtdrch'
of knowledge in the form of belles-letters had’

not illuminated it to the farthest ends ( or until
eternity )”. So said poet Dandin in “his
Kavyadarsa. Recording of human experie_nce
with & viéw to transmitting the knowledge
contained in it has been in vegue -ever since
the dawn of civilization. There “was » time
when man used crude neuliﬁiii;c implements
sy'rnbols on_ rocks to

He

to. draw ' signs and .

represent his thoughts.
gressed to the stage of

thoughbs along with his v01ce by recordlng
them in narrow strips of tapes These two
sta,ges ‘were 1nbervened by aselles of experi-
ments 1n pelfechlng the methods of transmission
and preserva,blon of know]edge, 1rr whlch coppel
plates, leather, tree-barks, pa,lm leaf, Bhur]a
lea.f a.ndavaueby of papers were ‘used.” At
ea;ch stage there Were atbempts to embelhsh
and beautify the ‘records with an artistic
touchi and each generetidn-'fproduced ‘specia.lly
qualified scribes to do- this: job. Berides
considering transmissiom ' of. kndwledge as a
great aet of merit or Puanya.: by 1dent1fy1ng
with Lord Ganesa, the first
helped Vyasa the author of the Mahabharata,
to record his epic, the profession of the scribe,

assumed dignity and sanchiby.
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,mg generat10n

ha,s now pro- .
perpetuatmg -his’

scribe Who_

?—C R Swammathan '
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In those regmns of the Onent where’
E[1ndulsm and" Buddhlsm' held then swa)y.'
1nnumera.ble thought currents in: the flelds ofb
meha,physws, rehglon. emences. socmlogy’ la,w
and. literatiire were released by every succeed-
and it soon rendered i_t
1mpossnble to contain them all 1n huma,n_'
memory.. . As & result the pr1v1lege of belng
learnt by hea,rmg and memorlzmg was reserved'
exc]uswely for the Vedas, whose recordlng in
scr1pb “was 00ns1dered ata,boo, f01 that reason
the Veda,s came to be known as Srutu or tha,b .

whlch is to be learnt by hear1ng

P

The materials used by tihe an’cients ‘a8

base for recordlng, and the plgments and tools
they. de81gned for Wublng and 1nseub1ng on

them, Speak volumes of their farsightedpess
' withstood
tne ré,vajges of time and much of them has-:
06@9' down to us, often in spite.of human

in .so far as these records have

ébject We in the’twentieth century who.
can afford to boast of belongmg to the scientific
age a.nd rational outlook, - who - beheve in
our’ ea.paclby to mould the future of human
society frorn ot of the _bresent Wl'bh ~the,
help of a knowledge ,of_hhe past, and who:
are equipped with . the -means: and: material:
to preserve -eur her_,iha,ge for. posberity_,',;,_wilL;
be failing in our
claim- for civilization, _
preserve and. sbtudy the recorded w1sd0m of'
our ancestors and utlllse them to the exbent.

towhmh our present development enables us

duty and disown-jng ~alk-
if. we do not collect,.




Ancient. Nepal
us to use t;hern’a,n_d bequeath intact both
the used and the unused parts of that wisdom
to po-terity ; because it is quite probable
that whé:b seems to be of no use to us in
the present, might assume new importance
in the changed context of a distant future.

We have such recorded knowledge in

Nepal in the form of inpumerable manu-

scripts, copper plates and inscriptions which
are yet to be mobilised, examined,. catalogued
and studied; the ba.fﬂmd richness of which
a.t tlmes renders one dlffldent of tbe meager
ma.berlal and human resources tha.t are
a.vaalable to explore them Ploneers in the ﬁelds
of mn.auscrlpt collectnon and manuscnptology

like Col.. Mackenzie, Haraprasad Sastri,

Ga,nganath Jha, K. P. Ja:ya,swal Ganapa.tby_

Sa.sbrl.

Bhandarkar, in spite of tshelr mlselona,ry zeml

‘Swami Vlaweswa,rana,nda, and R G.

could’ not complete their work in Iadm during

their Jlfeblmes Therefore, has to

one
a;'pproa,ch this problem in >Nepa-l. with utmost
humilibty and spirit of service. reiying upon the

dietum of the -Gita:
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Historically.. Nepal was not subject to:
freq_u mb. for¢ign invasions npr was it easily.

accessible. to- outsiders. HExcopt for Tibatans:

and: - Indians whoe: happened to wvisit: this
countiry for puposes:of. trade, silgrimage: and
education, ‘it was almost a closed book for
others. HEwen. when political vivisection and
internal quarrels took place among: the runling
chieftains, the academic and reli"gitv)us'ti'-fédi’-
tions were rarely  affécted: Moreover Nepal
Has served. - as the safe repository of culturad’
treasures of North TIndia and China when
these two' regions ‘were subject to frequent
political upheavals. Above all, it had enjoyed
for a long time a tradition of benevolent
:monarchy which was purely’ guided by
A]i the

and Dharmic principles.

religious

. been broughﬁ under

Ro

"above ciicumstances have conferred on this:

Himalayan kingdom the unigue position

a3 the inheritor of a long dand unbroken
which if

tradition of recorded literature,

‘properly analysed and 1e-interpreted. is bound

to. pvo‘wde the missing links in the culturn.l’

history of Asia.
called for
this part of the globe who are nt present

Such a study is also urgently
-to bring closer the peoples of

divided by politi_ca,lgor_r ideological. barriers.

As a sine quaimon for using the vast
number of - manuscrlpts and records ﬁha,t have
the smgle roof of the
newly CO[lSt:l ucted N a.tlona.l Archlvea of Nepal,
commla.tnon of detailed cata.logues a,nd 1ndlces‘
of. the material has to be undertaken.:in.a
the educated,

one often comes. across persons who think

scientific way. HEven among.
that: indexing is a purely m_echa.nic,a,l_ workv
the job. of the. less
intelligent. This is a
wrong: notuon whigh. has to be Kot rid of

and cataloguing is

qualified. or: the  less

lest this important 1ﬁem of work sheuld fail to
gat. its due attention. Indexzing reguires an
all-round knowledge of the various sabjects.
with. a fairly discriminatory intellect to
suppress the less important information about
a book ov record
about it which

evaluate its

and project such details
would enable a scholar to
literary or scientific woz,rtvh. ab
one glance.

bas ample

A person incharge of indexing
scops for diserimination and
condensation and he is expested to briefly'
stabe what is hidden in the verbiage of the
text. ;
the index or cata,logue are to be 80 urra,nged'
as to force the reader to draw an inference.

The parﬁicularvs tha.t find entry into

Unless the mdexer or the cataloguer takes
the trouble bof understanding the work at least
in some detail, he will not bein a position
to gather the relevant information to be

included in the index.




Plate 1

A. Illustrated paper manuscript of the Mahabharata. B; lllustrated paper manuscript of the Mazhabharata

in diminutive lettering.
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Plate 1V

Ancient Nepal

A. Tiustrated palm-leaf” manuscript™ with wooden covers.
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B. Top row : illustrated paper manusctipt Lower row : palm-leaf manuscripts.
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Plate Vi : . dncient  Nepal

B. Estampage of stone inscription of Rajadeva.
g. g sfeq usegsr gfaaeEs ke

A. Estampage of Lichchhavi inscription in stone.
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Stone inscription of King Prithvi Narayan Shah.
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Nepal's Heritage 9
As regards collecting the records and
manusoripts that are still in the -custody of
private parties, a proposal is already under
consideration of His Majesty‘s Government
to organize a peripatetic party to comb the
interior of the counfry. Such.of the private

parties who are in possession of valuable
material have to be persuaded to part 'with
them for the benefit of the nation and of
the world at large either in 8 gpirit -of
service or for money. Failing this, it cannot
be difficult to get those manuscripts copied
out or ‘microfih_ned. Days are gone when
:p'eople used to cla_im exoes"s ’ovf s'eorécy to a
particular Vidya and refused to share its
knowledge x}vith others. Because most of
these secrets have remained as secrets for
such a lopg time that even thé present
possessors of their written soripts do not

know their use. It is not uncommon in

Nepal to find persons claiming to possess

some valuable Tantric manuscripts and refusing

to make them available to others for {ove or for
money, even though they may not themselves
und_grstand & word of it. There should

be a remedy for this intransigence so that

" the material in possession of such persons is
converted to a national property and some-
body really qualified to use the secret content

of the benefit of humanity
denied access to it.

it for is not

Acquisition and preservation of mannu-
scrips become relevant - oniy as a prelude
to scie‘ntific research and exploration of the
‘knowledge contained in them. With the
initiative 'and ‘drive’ that 'is expected in
abundance from His Ma;jesty"s ‘Gorvernment

‘g systematic = programme - is bound to 'be

-between the traditional

. problems. is

drawn for research. editing and.publication
of rare .and valuable manuscripts. It is also
fervently hoped that u band of enthusiastic
scholars would come forward to participate
in this Gnad Y_ajnﬂ-. While talking of research
and publication one should not overlook the
importance of a synthesis to be effected
‘scholarship on the
one hand and the products of the modern
university on the other, with their upto-date
methods ef research. The tendency wn the
part of modern scholarship to frown at the
old system ‘as something out-of-date or
reactionary is as harmful as the irnferiority
complex that is gaining roots in the minds
of some of the traditionally trained scholars.
They are the warp and woof- of the :entire
texture -and each. is: ineffctive without the
other. The depth in the

of knowledge

. specialized fields of study of the: traditional

scholar is as much a factor to be respeocted
by the modern university graduate as his
own scientific and objective approach to
for the traditional pandit. ‘In
analysing  and interpreting the  past wisdom:
is the job of the elder generation of -scholar-
ship, the
re-interpret it to suit the modern' age.

new generation ‘is to study and

Under the
guidance of Bis Majesty whose very perso-
between the old and

constant and vigilant

nality is a synthesis
the new, Nepal will continue to be, as it
was in the past. tbe repository of Hindu

‘culture and oriental learning, and the day

“is ‘not far off ‘'when the attention of oriental.

scholarship 'will be focussed on this windew
“to an beritage which is symbolically opened.

by the opening ‘of ‘this' National Archives.






