Notes and News

The inauguration of the National
Archives of Nepal by H. M. the King
has provided us at once with an oppor-
tunity and occasion to launch upon the
venture of a journal. Jts purpose primarily
is to publish the results of academic re-
search carried out by the Department of
Archaeology in the different fieids of pre-
history and field archaeology, museums,
archives, manuscripts, epigraphy, pumis-
matics, art and architecture, 'in
relation to  the ancient  history
and culture of Nepal, besides various
technical aspects of our work. The ‘idea
is to bring forth the hitherto -unpublished
and rare data and place them before the
world of scholars for their information
and consideration.

The journal is, however, open to all
scientific workers in the field and bas had,
of necessity, to be made bilingual, to serve
as much the requirements of the Nepalese
people, as of others outside, for to-day
any country is but a constituent part of a
large ‘One World’. It shall therefore be our
endeavour to give in all suitable cases
of the articles, a full translation, as the
case may be, or at least a summary of
the main points, where a fuller treatment
is neither possible nor necessary, either in
Nepalese or English, for the benefit of all.

The new discoveries in any field of
activity entrusted to the Department would
be published in the journal, as well as

interpretative articles thereupon as soon as
possible after their discovery. Reports of
excavations and explorations carried out by
the Department would also be published
in it with full documentation.

It is hoped that the journal, thougn
primarily meant to serve as a bulletin of
the Department of Archaeology, would
provide the Nepalese scholars in particular
and workers no Nepalese Culture from outside
Nepal in general with a forum, and thus fill a
long—felt want. 1t is hoped, therefore, that
it will serve particularly as an incentive to
serious research in the country. We hope to be
able hereafter to bring out four issues in the
course of a year, namely in Vaisakh (April
~May), Sravan (July-August), Kartik (Oct.—
Nov.) and Magh (January-February),respec--

~tivey, depending upon the availability and

value of the contributions, which would
be open to all scholars in geueral.

¥ * * * * * %

At the beginning of the ' finanecial year
1966--67 (2023-2024 Vikram Samvat), the
Department was provided by the Indian
Co-operation Mission with an Archaeolo-
gical Adviser, iu the person of Dr. N. R.
Banerjee, a senjor officer of the Archaeolo-
gical Survey of India. Shortly afcer his
appointment, early in the summer ol last year

(1966) a quick survey of the Kathmandu valley
was followed by an excavation at Dhum
Varahi, a Lichchhavi site on the outskirts of
Kathmandu, and later, during the following




winter and- early summer of the current

year, at Tilaurakot, tentatively identified

. with Kapilavastu, near Taulihawa, in the
Terai.

The year witnessed .the laying of the
foundation of the Archaeological Garden in

Lalitpur and the Mahendra Samgrahalaya

in the premises - of the Nepal Museum,
the inauguration of the
Museum at Bhaktapur, the transferénce
of some stone inscriptions and sculptures

from the Bir Pustakalaya to  the Nepal -

Museum and the acquisition of a set of
over three hundred coins by the Depart-
ment of Archaeology.

Apart from . the listing of the historical
‘documents in the possession of Govern.
ment Departments, some documents of
value were - collected from the Mechi
Anchal in Eastern Nepal.

A few manuscripts were also coilected
for the Manuscripts Section of the Rash-
triya Abhilekhalaya, by the Bir Pusta-
kalaya, from Pokhara. Among them spe-
cial mention may be made of a ¢ Sachitra
Chandi’

A drive to coliect inscriptions or their
rubbings has met with success,

An event of considerable importa nce and
interest, cbviously of popularity, during the
year was the organization of an exhibition
of Nepalese art in Europe. Tt was first
held in Paris (France) in October-Novem-
ber 1967, and thereafter in quick succe-
ssion at Essen (W. Germany), The Hague
(Netherlands), Mechilen (Belgium) and is
" now in Arhus (Denmark). At the same
time a catalogue of the exhibition, entitled
Nepalese Art, including an ‘Introduction’
was published early in October ‘66. The
exbibitions at Paris and the Hague were
inaugurated by the gracious hands of
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“of the Guthi

His Majesty . the - King.

For the first time' a comprehensively

- representative exhibition of Nepal’s art and

archaeology illustrated  with "photographic
énla}gements and objects including exca-
vated antiquities from “Banjarahi, Kudan,
Paisia, and Lumbini, Tilaurakot, Hadigaon,
Lajimpat, Dhumvarahi was organized at
the Exhibition groiinds at Kathmandu on
the occasion of the birthday of His Majesty
the King, in June 1967. o

‘We have published ' three books, namely
“Bauddha Suchi Patra”, ‘Bauddha Tantra
Suchi’and*Puspachintamani’ during the year.
Three others, namely. “Lipi Prakasa’; ‘Bhasha
Vamsavali’ and ‘Pratishtha-Lakshana’ are
in the press. :

We have also undertaken extensive
conservation works on our ancient monu—
ments, and the most important ones

comprising the Kashthamandapa, at Kath—
mandu, the Ganesa temple at Chobhar, the
Rudrayani temple at Khokana, the
Bhimsena, Kumbhesvara, Matsyendra-
natha, Krishna ( Gabahal), Chandesvari,
Taleju and Degutale temples and the
Mulchowk, at Lalitpur, the Bagh Bhairava
temple at Kirtipur, the Buddha Nilkantha
image and its surroundings at Budba Nil-
kantha, minor structures at the Pasupati
temple at Deopatan and the Bhimsena
temple at Bhaktapur have so far recejved
considerable measure of attention, and
repairs, except those at the Kashthamandapa,
Kumbhesvara, Gabahal Krishna, Chande-
svar and Chobbar Ganesa temples have,
been  carried out through the agency
Jirnnoddhara  tatha-Nir-
mana  Samiti, of the Guthi Sams-
than, under the Chairmanship of the
Director of the Department of Archaeology,




These works Have folfowed andestab-
lished the principles of archaeological
conservation in. Nepal.

Ar'ch;aéologi_cal, .Chemistry too has made
humble beginnings jin. Nepal during the
current year. Following closely upon the
' comp-let:ion of the cbemical treatment of
the murals at the palace of Bhupatindra
Malla at Bhaktapur, undertaken by the
Department with the help -of a Chemist
from the Archaeological Survey of India,
provided by the Indian Co—operation
Mission,towards the beginning of the year,
the murals at Kumari Ghar, which had
been obscured by the accumulation of
dust and smoke. for over two centuries
have been fully exposed by Nepalese
Chemists and fixed by chemical treatment.
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Oié of thé test axciting of fHe scénés
brought thi§ to light is a full-size view of
Jaya Prakashd Malla in warlike -attiré and
regalia. '

# * * * * ® '

I am fully comscious of the blemishes
of the jourmal. A good part of them has
to be attributed to the extremely short
period of less than a mooth devoted to
seeing it through the press..

I avail thysélf of thé opportunity to

‘express my gratitsdé t6 my colleagues,

particilatly t6 Di. Banerjee, who has
throughout béen dssociatéd with all aspects
of our work, for their ofigrudging co-opera-
tion and sharing of my responsibility in
the matter, as also to the presses who have
readily undertaken and accomplished the
work in spite of the brief notice.

R. Kk

Thapa




