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On the Manufacture of Ink

The main materials for producing
manuscripts are paper, pen and ink. This
trivial statement does not mean that the
manufacture of any of these materials is an
easy task which could be off-handedly

performed. As many manuscripts in the .

National Archives and in ather collections in
Kathmandu and along the Nepal-Tibet
borderlands have survived over centuries,
‘they must have been produced with great
effort and care and bear withess to a
craftsmanship with a long tradition. Some
of these manuscripts contain calligraphy of
world renown and show skill and mastership
of the art. To get a lasting result each step
of their production, including the production
of paper, pen and ink, has to be performed
with great care. Only if these. are of the
highest quality can the scribe create a
beautiful and lasting manuscript.

Also  for proper restoration of
manuscripts knowledge of their production
and the materials used for their’ production

-Christoph Cuppers

e

is absolutely necessary, The restorer should
know the components used for making paper,
size and inks. Since there exists some written
material on the manufacture of paper and
ink by Nepalese scholars' and the tradition
of these crafts is still alive, it might
be of interest to compare this account
with the text and transiation of a
Tibetan source, which is included in a work
called Bzo gnas nyer mkho'i za ma tog of
*Jam-mgon “Ju Mi-pham-rgya-misho (1846
1912)2..

The Bzo gnas nyer mkho‘i za ma tog
(Craftsmanship: A Basket of Necessities) is a
remarkable source for the study of such minor
crafts and techniques as the manufacture of

" incense, ink (including gold and silver inks),

pen, paper, casting of metals, dyeing of
different materials etc.® The chapter on ink? is

the second in this text and  eludicates nine -

different methods used in the manufacture of
ink.

-*For helping me to translate this text from the Tibetan original T am very much.
indebted to some of my Tibetan friends, of whom I would like to mention especially Pema
Jigwe and Wangdu Lama. To Philip Pierce I owe the correction of the English translation
and a careful draft reading. For all skortcomings I am alone responsible..
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TEXT

bzo gnas fier mkho'l za ma iog

{Fol. 2b,6]: snag tsha bzo ba

{3a,1] 1ia /' thah ma sgron §inh
ham/ gro ga sogs kyi Sun pa
skam por me sbar la khog ma dra

lce don pa'l dreg
'bar sogs

.ba can du me
pa'am/ mar me dah dpa)l
"kyl dreg pa'am/ tha ma slanh
dreg pha ba sgo sg05 skam po
¥al 'dag gls g.yog [3a,2] nas
bsreg pa lta bu de dhos rgyu'o/
/de la spyin gyi dahs ma bskol
pa grah nas chags tshe lces mi
phig tsam sbyar ba thah rkyal du
miie bsrub yah yah byed cin/
rlan dah bral na chus bran te
yan yah lde gu byas nas 'dul
ba'o/ /'dir kha cig lhanh tsher
than [3a,3) rkyal du mfie bsrub
byas pas g%i byas nas dreg .pa
sogs kyis bsgyur ba'ah byed
srol yod/ snag tsha de la mie
bsrub dus sam/ slad nas kyan
rud ste/ pl 1iA ka ko la’'il chus
spah8 na dgun mi ‘'khyag ga bur?
tanh ku tsandan dkar po’'!l chus
shyans pas ([3a,4]} dbyar me 10
rul/ gla rtsis dah gl wam gi
chus phab na &in tu rgyug cih mi
‘chag/ rgyal mo ka ra dah rgya
skegll gis chus pheb na kha dog
snum/ I1{ 41 ru rta ga pur rgya
spos spah spos tah ku #&u mo za
ar nag rnams kyl chus phab na
dri bzan/ yos tshig khu ba dan
be khrag [3a,5] giils kyil dvanhs
ma blugs na diul 'od ‘chor12/
spyl ga zur13 khu bas mthin
mdafis/ skyer Sun khu dans blugs
na gser mdog skag khus zanhs

mdog ‘'byui phyir gah 'dod bsre/
dam ches pas mi rgyug na/
dar mtshur ram tsha la bsreg
thal fiun [3a.6] tsam btab/
sla na nas sam sran ma’'l rdog
po btab pas des chu ‘thuh nas
" gar bar nus/ spyin med na
.gro nas kyi yos khu'am/ thah

khrag sogs dam du sems can
rjud pa'li chu ser dvahs ma
khrag med pa sogs bsres pas
'od dah ldan %2iA dgun 'khyags
[3b,1] dus phyir 'jib mi ‘'onh
bzah yah/ rlan dad phrad na
rkyen cher mi khyags so/
/bul dog ja bskol nah btab na
'ju ba de snag tsha'i dam gyl
mchog go Z%2es kyan bsad/ glan
yah snag tsha bzo ba'i rgyu dgu
yan béad do/ /dehA po dreg pa
las sbyar tshul ni/ shum nag
ni [3b,2] dreg pa bunl4 che bar
‘oh kyah 'dul cuh dka'/ kyt
lce'l dreg pa 'dul sla legs
kyah 'od chuip/ 81h dreg legs
la bofh che’'o/ / dmar chen
rtse ba'l dreg pa mdog legs bon
che 'dul sla yan rul rkyen/
de't phyir dgun dus. dmar chen
rtse drag dan/ vai na snum

{3b,3] dreg kyl Ice'l dreg pa
‘miam sbyar byas na mdog legs
‘dul sla bon che ba‘'f dgos pa
yod/ de la mthia ka 'dod na

ram gyl kha chu nag po dah spyi
b2ur khu ba/ sho skya 'dod na
spyl bZur khu ba kho na/ dihul
mdog 'bras dkar dahn ma nu ru
rta'l khu ba cha miiam mah du
btan [3b,4) ste yun rin fif mar
miies bas 'oA/ dmar mdaihs
mtsher bar 'dod na/ -~ snur
thag chod khar gtsod khrag
spai ba‘'l dvans ma cuhA zad
btah nas me la mi bsten par il
mar miies pas ‘'of/ 4in tu
gnag cin 'od che bar. 'dod na la
chu cuhh zad btan ste chu grah

mi blugs [3b,5]) par drod kho
nar brtan pas ‘ofi/ de rnams
gan byed kyah ma nu ru rta’'l
khu ba htan bas 'fam la rme
ba'l gnad yod do/ /dam gyl

spyin chu’'i tshab
gcipg gis byas na

'bras khu fiag
‘dren bde ‘skam

mgyogs dbyar mi rul lo/ /sug
chun'l dafin ma dan sbyln15 chw
cui zad btad na 'od che//.
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(3b,6] spylr yun rif du miies pa
dan/ miie dus skor' phyogs fies
med du byas na mi ‘'chad pa
"dren bhde la gnag sitnl® Fun/
'od che ba'l gnad yod do/
/ghis pa me tog las bzo tshul/
snum gyl mar me’'l rtser chagse
pa dreg pa mag po’'i me tog ni
snum dreg dah ‘'dra/ me tog
g2an 'bras [4a2,1) khur ha lo
smug po dan/ rgya lcam me
tog giiis so sor sbah la nag por
gyur ba dah lhan cig bsre/
de la tshos khu dahn mtshur nag
ra khrag cun zad btah nas bris

pas/ dahn por snag tsha 'chif
kha sla 'dren bde ba 2ig 'byun/
[4a,2] bris zin nas lo re bZin
gsu ‘'gro/  de ni tsha bul sogs
ma btahn bar me tog la byed
tshul lo/ /gsum pa sa 1al

byed tshul ni/ sa smyag géin
po spyin cha gsum/ 2ib zan
cha gclg rnams bsres la ‘gof du

bya/ skam thag chod pa . dah me
la btsan [4a,3] bsreg bya/
dmar por son ba dah/ der phral
gtun khuth me thub ky! nadi du
miies nas cuh zad dro ba de Ja
fie 81h ma nid dans ma cuh zad
dan/ spyin chu blugs la chu
vod na mchog tu bzah/ med na
yafi rufi yun rih miies pas mdog
nag boi tshodl® che [4a,4)
“thub!® 2al ba thab tshah dan
thab kha la byug pa'i snag tsha
mchog yin no/ /bif{ pa phab ba
SgO0 SgoO las byed pa ni/ ba
mo du gol yah zer/ de skyes
. phral gyi khres po thus la/
me la btsan bsreg bya/ dmar
tin ne ba de chu la bskyur/
de bton nas gtun [4a,5]) khuh du
miies skam thag chod nas bsios
1a fie 8if ma'l khu ba dap spyin
chu blugs/ yun rifh miies pas
mdog- nag por che ba 'oh ste/
'di nag ro bags la byug pa'l _
'‘os yin no/ 1ha pa lci ba
las bzo na/ ba glah gi lci ba
ser ka ma btus/ de [4a,6]}
yvah shs lcl ser kha ma yin na
bzah/ de mer bsregs dmar por

soh dus chu la bskyur nas bton/
de nas %Zlb zan mtheb kyu skam

- rgyuns

po bsreg pa chur bsgyurzz ba
cuh zad bares te/ gtun du
bsgyur23 tshul goh ltar byas
pas mdog $in tu gnag pa 'oh.
{4b,1] ste nag rtsi bya ba'fl
'os so/ /drug pa ser 8a la
byed tshul/ dbyar kha'il ser
sa chad?3 sla ba 'dzan?®/
bdun pa tsi dra ka'f 'bras bu
smin pa de rlon pa yin na khab
kyls btseg pa'i khu ba lcagse
snod du blah/ skam po yin na
chol tsam brdun la lcags snod
du chur [4b,2} sbafs/ fii mar
'dul bas khu ba smug nag 'byud
bas/ thar nu dah mtshur nag
gl khu ba dahis ma blugs nas ™
bris gas snag tsha mchin kha/
drugz sih Ae ba/ 'dren bde
mo %ig ‘'byupr/ brgyad pa nf
dud 'gro'i rgyuhs pa khrag dad
rtsa danh lkog28 pa med [4b,3]
pa cig tshon tsam rdza
phor "jam po'i nah du blug

de la goh gl dreg pa rnams gah
vod btab la mie/ chu 'jam
tsam blug /gar sla ran por.
byuh ba dan bris pas/ ‘dren
pa de?9 mo ran min pa'i mdog-
legs po gcig 'ony/ 'dl me 0l
mi phog pa'i [4b,4] 2al ba sogs
la byng na legs/ rgyuns pa
che na kog goit bas tshod zin
par bva'o/ dgu pa la phug
brdar gseb dreg pa gah 'dod clg
blugs/  ltag pas miies la chu
gtsan cun zad blugs te btsir
bas phral du snag tsha 'bynth
ste/ mdog legs pa [4b,5] ran
min van ‘'dren &fn tu bde ba
geig ‘on/ vun rin na cuh zad
val 'gro ba yin/ khra139 du
snag tsha dgos na °dl dah
pa la byed pa giils
mgyogs snag yin no/ snag
tsha sbah tshul snag bum gyl
nan bsros la la chu blug

/de nas granh ba dan chu thig
blug [4b,6] pas gZan gyis bris
kyan ml 'oth/ rah gis 'bri na
snag bum bsros la tsha Ia'l
shub blugs pas 'bab par ’'gyur
ro/ /mtshal 'dul lugs 'og tu
tshom sbyor skabs su ’‘chad/




Translation
Concerning the manufacture of ink:
the soot which comes froma flame
(directed) into a pot (turned upside down) over
a grate when one burns the dry bark of larch or
birch etc., or the soot of a butter lamp or of
a torch® etc., or- the worst (quality) - the
soot of a pan, or dry puffballs (Bovita) which
are covered witha mud oplaster and are
burnt- (things) like these provide the main
substance. To this is added the boiled solution
of glue which has cooled and congealed to the
point  where one’s ‘tongue’ 3 can no (longer)
pierce it. (This then) is repeatedly pressed in
a leather bag, and when it is free from moisture:
some water is poured repeatedly to make
a mixture, which is ground to powder. At this
point it is also the custom among some people
to press mica in the leather bag and by this
(means) produce the base, which they mix with
soot etc. If one soaks this ink with a  pepper
(Piper longum) or kakola (Piper cubeba)
decoction at the time of pressing or
even later, which is all right too,
then it won’t freeze in wintertime; if one
soaks it with a decoction of camphor, tang
ku (Peucedanum sp.) and white  sandalwood,
then it won’t go bad in summertime.
If one adds musk and solidified cattle  bile,
then it will be extremely fluent and won’t czase
to flow. (when one writes with it). If one adds
rock sugar (rgyal mo ka ra) and lac, then the
colour will be saturated. There will bea good
smell, if one adds decoctions of clove,
Saussurea lappa, camphor, Vuleriana wallicchii
DC (rgya spos), Nardostachys jatasmansi DC
(spang spos), Peucedanum sp. (tang ku), shu
mo za and ar nag. If one pours in a decoction
of roasted barley and resin of an oak tree (be
khrag), then a silver shine comes out. From a
decoction of Saussurea sp. (spyi bzhur) the

4
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decoction of barberry bark (Skyer shun), the
colour will be golden. It gets a copper colour
from a decoction of lac dye (skag). Therefore
one should mix (with the soot) whatever one
wishes. If it does not flow by reason of a too
solid consistency, then one puts merely a few
ashes from burnt alum or borax into it. If it
is too thin, then one puts some grains of barley.
Or peas into it, which absorb the water, and
(the ink) becomes thicker. If one does not
have glue, then by mixing into a binder
consisting of a decoction of roasted barley,
wheat or resin etc. the clean lymphatic liquid
of weak animals, which should be free from
blood etc., it becomes shiny and it is good too
in that it won’t blot in freezing wintertime. If
it comes into contact with moisture, usually
it does not freeze. If one puts soda in boiling
_tei, this melt is said to be the best binder for
ink. .

Further, the nine methods of preparing
ink are likewise taught. First, the method of
making it from soot. Although black oil yields
a huge amount of soot, it is somewhat
difficult to pulverize. The soot of Gentiana
decumbens (Kyi Ice) is easy to  powder and
good, but of little luster. The soot of wood is
good and copious. The soot. of dmar chen -
tse ba has a good colour, is copious and easy

to pulverize, but for some reasons (the
ink) goes bad. Therefore dmar chen rise ba
is best in the wintertime, and if one adds

either the soot of oil or Gentiana decumpens,
this should give a good colour, be easy to
pulverize and yield a copious amount. If one
wants azure blue, (one should add) the black
surface layer of some indigo dye solutjon and
a decoction of Saussurea sp. (spyi-bzhur). If
one wants a light blue, (then one takes)a
decoction of Saussurea sp. only. A silver colour
results when one combines in equal portions

colour will be bright blue; if one pours in a clear a decoction of white rice and ma nu ru rta )
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and presses.if for-a long time in the sun. If one

_wants a ghtte;gng red-colour, one geltss it by

puttmg in a little blt froma décoction - of
comipletely crushed khar gtsong/d (?) khrag (?)
and pressing it in the sun and not  in front of
a fire. If one wants an  extremely dark and
bright (ink), it will result from adding a little
shillac (fa chu) (to the ink), whi.le k:eping th=
temperature warm without pouring in  cold
water. No matter which (of these) one makes,
the main point is that a smooth (ink) free of
sediments 3 (results) from one’s adding a
decoction of ma nu ru rta. If one makes (ink)
only from rice water as a substitute for glue
binder, then (this ink) is easy to write with,
dries quickly and does not go bad in summer-
time. It gets bright by putting a little bit of
glue solution and refined sug chu  (into it).
Generally, if one presses it a long time and
changes the turning direction when pressing,
(then) it will not cease to flow, (while
writing) will be easy to write “with, and
there will not be much ink sediment. The

main point is shininess.
Second, the method of making it from

the top of a flame. ‘Flower’ (me tog), the black

soot which forms at thie top of an oily butter

lamp, is similar to soot from oil. Other flowers
(me tog) : one soaks Macrotomia (?) (ha lo
smug pa) and rgya Icam me tog (?) both
separately in rice water, and (when) they
turn black, one mixes them together. After
one adds to this a little bit of a coloured liquid
and a black pigment and goat blood, and
then writes with it, this ink appears to be one
which binds easily and is easy to write with
at first, but it fades within a single year from
the time of writing. That is the method of
making (ink) from ‘flowers’ without adding
salt, soda etc.

Third, the method of making it from
earth. Mix three parts of fine sa-myag and

glue (on the one hand) and one part of ~fine
ﬂour (on-the other) and make a small ball. Be:
‘sure that it is dry and bura it vigorously in
fire. ‘When it has turned glowing red, it is
immediately ground in a fireproof mortar; if
into this (powder) thén, when it is only slightly
warm, some clean decoction of nye shing ma
ning (?) and glue is poured, and water as well,"
it becomes a prime-quality (ink). It is all right,
too, if thereis no water, and by grinding
a long time, it will get black, (and) there will be:
a good amount, which (can be) cut into big
pieces. That ink is the best which is smeared.
on a plastered fireplace or hearth.

Fourth, the manufacture from puffballs,
which are also called ba mo du gol. Collect a.
load of fresh ones and burn them vigorously
in fire. (When) they are glowing red, throw
them into water. (Then) take them out, grind.
them in a  stone mortar, ascertain
that they are dry, and when  (the substance)
has turned greén, pour glue liquid and a nye
shing ma decoction (into it), By being pressed
a long time, it will become very dark black
and this black substance should be wettened.
gradually.

Fifth, if one manufactures (ink) from
dung, collect the cow dung /ci-ba-ser-ka-ma4..
It is good if this is the early dung ser-kha-ma.
Burn it in fire, and when it has become glowing:
red, throw it into water and take it out
(again). Then one mixes in a little bit (mtheb-
skyu) of fine flour which has been dried,
burned and soaked in water. After this, by
application of the method (mentioned) above
of transforming it inside a mortar, the colour
becomes extremely dark, and it should be
made into a black fluid,

Sixth, the method of making it out of"
ser-sha®. Use summer ser-sha that are easily
cut.




Seventh, the rip: {rait.of Ricinus communis

(tsi dra ka), when it is fresh, is pierced with a
needle, and the juice is accumulated in an iron
vessel. If it has become dry, beat it a little bit
and soak it in water in an iron vessel.  Since
the juice becomes dark -red by being pressed
m the sun, after pouring (into it) the clean
juice of thar-nu 3¢ and black pigment (mitshur-
nag) and writing (with that), one gets an

which is dark red (mching-kha), thinly flowing
and good to write with.

Eighth, put animal sinew free from blood;

nerves and integument and = some colouring
matter in a smooth clay bowl. To this add
whatever of the above-mentioned soot is
available and press (it), pouring ina little
lukewarm water till you get the right consis-
tency; when writing with it, it is not that easy
10 write with, but hasa nice colour. If
one smears it onto clay etc. which  has not
been heated by fire or  sun, it is of good
quality (too). Since it congeals if there is too
much sinew, you should measure it well.
Ninth, pour in as much soot
as you want into grated radish; (then)
Tubbing it by hand and pouring in a
little bit of clear water and by wringing it
out, one presently obtains ink, and although it
does not have the best colour, it is one which
is extremely easy to write with; in the long or.
short run it will fade. If one needs ink
immediately, both this and the one made with
sinew are  the ‘quick inks’. The method of

soaking ink: warm it up in an inkpot and pour

shellac (into it). When it cools down and some
drops of water are added, it does not show
up if another person writes (with it). If one
“writes (with it) oneself, it will low when one
warms up the inkpot and pours in a piece
.of alum. The msthod of grinding vermilion is
explained below, where the mixing of colours
is dealt with,

_ink-
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. How much one scribe - once -appreciated
well- made ink, which must have been easy to
write with, is seen froma = manuscript which
was microfilmed by the Nepal-German
Manuscript Preservation Projsct in Langtang.®
Thers, at the end of a chapter, we fiad written
in the margin ‘the ink turns out to  be good’
(see fig.), % this following some letters, suc
as gdrug, peaned with this ink. )
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Plate No. 1 ‘ Ancient Nepal

A Margin on the Consistency of Ink



- On the...

in an
I could

since the work has been done
extremely short space of time,

. not consult any other edition of this text.

. read :

. read :

also spelled pha ba dgo dgo.
read : gis. o
should be bsnur.

read : sbang,

read : ga pur.

read : mij.

read. rgya skyegs.

read : tsher.

read : spyi bzhur.
read : bungs.

spyin.

read : snyigs.

' las.

deleatur.

. read : rtsi ’thub.
. see ft 5.

. read
, read :
. read
. read :
. tread :
. read :
. read

: pags
bskyur.
: bsnur.
las.
‘chad
‘dzangs.
: brug.

28.
29.
30.
3L

34,
35,

36.
37.

33.

read : skoks pa.
read : bde.
read : 'phral

dpal—- "bar is a torch made of a stick
around which is wrapped a piece of oily
cloth.

The use of the word /ce (tongue) is not
clear-to me. It could refer to a tool. That
the tongue is used to check whether glue
made out of size has congealed and has
the right consistency was strongly
confirmed by some Tibetan informants,
but as strongly denied by others, the
reason given being that nobody would

~ want to touch -such an ill-smelling hide

broth with his tongue.

. the exact meaning of rme ba is not clear

to me, i
BGTC s.v. : ston dus kyi ri kha’i Ici ba
‘bud shing legs shos shig.

a yellow fungus.

A medical root, used as a purgative.
The text belongs to the Rdo rje phag mo’i
zab khrid cycle andis found on reel,
no.L2." ‘ :

nag tshva yag byon.




The Victoria Cross and the Nepali Gurkhas

The British had the habit of classifying
people into neat little categories. Accordingly,
they attributed the label of martial race to
certain nationalites and classes of the subcon-
tinent like Gurkhas, Sikhs and the Jats. Their
favourite was of course the Gurkhas of Nepal
whom they were proud to call ¢the bravest of
the braves’’, ‘‘the soldier of the soldiers.”*? If
any regiment in the British or the British
Indian army identified themselves with the Vic-
toria cross it was the Gurkha regiment. If the
pumber of Victoria Crosses is to be used as a
yardstick to measure the triumph of a regiment
which ‘‘knows the beauty of existence’’? then
the Gurkhas sewed it up in battles which will
always remzin a classic triumph and tragedy.
The Gurkhas bagged five Victoria Crosses in the
Great War (1914-1913),% Kulbir Thapa of the
2/3 Queen Alexandra’s Own Gurkha Rifle was
the first Gurkha and the second among the
non-British ranks to receive the Victoria Cross,

-Prem Uprety

The London Gazette of -~ November 18, 1915
announced the award of the Victoria Cross to
No. 2129, Rifleman, Kulbir Thapa and gave
the specific reason for it which ran—

For the most conspicuous bravery during
operations against the German trenches south
of Magquissart, when himself badly wounded
on September 25th, 1915, he found a badly-
wounded soldier of the 2nd Leicster Regiment
behind the first German trench, and although
urged by the British officer to save himself, he
remained with him all day and night. In the
early morning of 26th September, in the misty
weather he brought him out through the
German wire, and leaving him in a place of--
comparative safety, returned and brought in
two wounded Gurkhas, one after the other.
He then went back in broad daylight for the
British soldier and brought him in also,
carrying him most of the way, and being at
most points under enemy’s fire.®

1. Speech by Sir John French at Nauve Chapelle, Civil and Military Gazette, June 3, 1915,
p. 1, William Willcocks points out in 1915 that <‘I have now come to the conclusion
that the best of my troops in France were the Gurkhas.’’ Civil and Military Gazette,

June 3, 1915, p. 2.

2. See Times, October 23, 1915, p. 1, also New Castle Journal, October 23, 1915, p. 3.

3. London Gazette, November 18, 1915.
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The Gurkhas received ten Victoria -

Crosses in World War 1T (1938-45) of which
as many as seven were awarded in the Eastern
Front. A record that still may stay inviolate
in the annals of Military History. Whether in
the heat of the African desert, or the frost bite
of the French or Italian winter or in the
humidity of the marshy jungles of Burma the
Gurkhas lived by the dictum ¢‘Kafar hunne
bhanda marnu ramro” (better to die than bea
coward). It was their saga of sacrifice and
heroism that made the name Gurkhas
synonymous with fearlessness and unflinching
devotion to duty. A countless number of
headless Japanese and the Germans bare a
mute testimony to this fact.

Historical antecedents

The Victoria Cross Warrants has a very
interesting history. The medal Victoria Cross
was instituted by Queen Victoria in the nine-
teenth year of her reign, corresponding to
the year 1856 of the Christian calendar. The

Warrants is divided into fifteen clauses, which
details the procedure and the methods of this
award- the honor of supreme military
distinction. It was to be awarded to men all
ranks from the soldiers to the officers of the
military and the navy. The medal consisted of

the Maltse cross of bronze Royal Crest st the
center and underneath was an escroll bearing
an inscription “For Valour’’. The queen
hoped that the medal would be “‘highly prized
and eagerly sought by men and officers of
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naval and military services.”’t The medal was
to be awarded to single acts of bravery or
devotion to the country. The importance of
the award is further reflected by the fact that
the award was to be published in the Officiak
London Gazette with a full citation of the act
of valour. The p‘erson who was to be awarded
the mcdal was also entitled to a pension  of
ten pounds a year.,?

The Victoria Cross is still a highly
coveted award to a Nepali serving in  the
Gurkha regiments of the British army. No one
can deny that the Victoria Cross does have.-
intringic value but the cost for 15 victoria
crosses she received in the two World Wars.
was also great. ApproxXimately 24,000 Gurkhas
were killed, wounded or missing in action in
World War 1. About 20,000 were killed,
wounded or missing in action in World War 1.¢

* Many are the tales that the Nepali people tell

of the Gurkha soldier’s who were permanently

blinded or paralyzed during the World Wars.
A little overa dozen Victoria Crosses could
hardly compensate such clossal losses during
the two wars. The Nepali Gurkhas during.
both the wars were told that the Germans.
were their enemies and in the World War IL
the Japanese were added to the list. But they
were living in an world of myth and illusions.
It is true that myths and illusions do have
their own charms; but truthis far more
beautiful than myths and illusions. The
Germans and the Japanese were not the

4. See clause Oune of the Victoria Cross Warrants in Colonel Rupert Stewart (Comp-)

The Victoria Cross
p. 469.

5. 1bid.

The Emperor’s Scroll of Valour (London, Hutchison & Co., 1923),.

prem R. Uprety, Nepal - A Small Nation in the Vortex of International Conflicts,
7900-7950 (Kathmandu : Pugo Mi, 1984), p. 90, 236.
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traditional enemies of the Nepalesz nor were
the English their native friends, They fought
fora cause they did not know and; and they
sacrificed their precious lives for reasons they
never understood. A Gurkha soldier who was
questioned in the front by Ian Hamilton to

what the cause of World War I replied with his -

usual characteristic smile in‘a simplistic
‘manner : “the German king had been rude to
the British king.””” He could not perceive the
intricacies of the war nor could he even dream
to fathom into the deep crisis in values that
was rooted into the Buropean civilization.?

Since the Vicotria Crosses were awarded for
single acts of bravery it would not be out of

place to examine a few.citations for the award

of the Victoria crosses. Two posthumous and
two other citations are given so that Nepalese
today can get some feeling about the dangerous
situation their bretheren, the Gurkhas, had to
go through to earn the highly coveted award.

A. Citations of the Posthumous Awards of

the Victoria Crosses.*®

i) Citation in respect of the posthumous
award of Victoria Cross to Jemadar,
Netra Bahadur Thapa, Second Batallion
of the Fifth Gurkha Rifles.

Jn Burma on the 25th June 1944, Subedar
Netra Bahadur Thapa was commanding a
garrison of 41 men of the 5th Royal Gurkha
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Rifles which took over an isolated picquet
known as the Mortar Bluff on the hill-sids

commanding the base at Bishenpur. It wus
over-run by strong enemy forces on the previ-
ous night; and was still on the enemy hands.
retention of the Mortar Bluff was vital to ths
The safety of other positicns further down the
ridge and to Bishenpur itself. Whan the enemy
began to attack, 75 men and 37 mm guns were
brought to the high ground over looking th=
position pouring shellsat point blank range
for ten minutes into the narrow confines of
the picquet. This was followzd by determined
attacks by a company of Japanese when fizrce
fighting ensued in which Netra Bahadur’s men,
exhorted by their leader, held their ground
against heavy odds and drove the enemy back
with disproportionate loss. During this time,
Netra Bahadur with tireless energy and
contempt for danger, moved from post to
post, encouraging the young NCOs and
riflemen of which the garrioson was largely
composed, and tending the wounded. Under
the cover of pitch dark night and  torrential
rain, the enemy then moved roundto the
jungle, from the cover of which they launchad
their attack. Stillin considerable strength and
as determined as ferocious as ever, the enemy
poured out of the juhgle across the short spacs
of open ground to the picquet defences under
cover of smallarms and 37 mm gun-fire from

1. Evening Standard, ‘‘The innocent Remark of a Gurkha in the Front>’, July 5, 1915,

p. 6.

8. For an excellent account of the role of cultural values in the rise and fall of civilizations
see the following works of Arnold Toyanbze : A4 Study on Civilizations, Vols. II-X

abridged by D. C. Somerville (London :

Oxford University Press, 1971), pp. 350-393;

Civilization on Trial (New York : Oxford University Press, 1955), pp. 150-51; War and
Civilization (ed.), A. V. Fowler (London : Oxford University Press), 1951, pp. 143-65.

* For citations of the Awards see No.2 Poka No. 155, File No. 615, 2000/1943,
Archives Foreign Ministry, HMG, kathmandu.
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a flank. With much reduced firepower one
section.was unable to hold on and enemy
forced an entrance and overran this and

another section, killing and wounding 12 out
of the 16 men comprising the two  sections.
Having no reserves Netra Bahadur himself went
forward and stemmed any further advance
with grenades. The situation was, however,
now criticial. With amunition low, and the
enemy in possession of a part of the perimeter,
Netra Bahadur would have been perfectly
justified in withdrawing, but so efficient were
his pians for defence and such was the fine
example of this gallant Gurkha officer that
not a man moved from his trench and not a
yard more was gained by the enemy despite
attempts. Thus, the night passed until 0400
hours. A section of 8 men with grenades and
S. A. A arrived. This inevitability drew the
enemy’s fire and all 8 were soon casualties.
‘Undismayed, however, Netra Bahadur retrived
ammunition and himself took the offensive
armed with grenades and also Khukuri. While
so doing received a bullet wound in the mouth
and his death followed shortly afterwards, with
a khukuri in hand and a dead Japanese with a
“cleft of skull at his side. True to the traditions
of his service and his race, Subedar Netra
Bahadur Thapa fought against overwhelming
odds for eight hours before he was killed. His
fine example of personal bravery and his high
sense .of duty so inspired his men thata vital
position was held to the limit of human
endurance. His valour and devotion to duty will
remain an epic in the history of the regiment.

ii) Citation in respect to the posthumous
award of the Victoria Cross to 55537
Rifleman Thanman Gurung of the First
Bn., 5th Royal Gurkha Rifles (F. F.).

In Italy on the 10th November 1944,
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"whom was Rifleman Thanman Gurung.

a company of the 5th Royal Gurkha Rifles
was ordered to send a fighting patrol on  to
Monte San Bartolo, an objective of  future
attack. In this patrol were two scouts, one of
By
skilful staking, both succed in reaching the
base of ‘the position undetected.  Rifieman
Thanman Gurung then started to work his
way to the summit but suddenly the second
scout attracted his attention to the Germans
located in a slit trench just below the plateau
who were preparing to fire with machine guns
at the leading section. Realizing that if the
enemy succeed in opening fire the section would
have certainly sustained heavy casualties.
Rifleman Thanman Gurung lept to his feet and
charged them. Completely taken by surprise

the Germans surrenderd without opening
fire. Rifleman Thanman Gurung then crept

forward to the summit of the position from
which he saw the Germans well dug in the
reverse slope preparing to throw grenades over
the crest at the leading section. Although the
interception line was devoid of cover and
under acurate machine gun fire at close range,
Rifleman Thanman Gurung ‘immediately
crossed it, firing on the German position with
his Tommy Gua, thus allowing the forward
section to reach there, Due to heavy fire from
enemy machine guns, however, the platoon
was asked to withdraw. Rifleman Thanman
Gurung then again crossed the sky-line alone,
and, although in full view of the enemy and
constantly exposed to heavy fire at short range,
he methodically put burst after burst of fire
from his Tommy Gun into the German slit

- trench till_ his ammunition ran out, = He then

threw two grenades he
rejoining  his
grenades

had with him, and
section, collected two more
and again struggled over the bullet

k4

swept crest of the hillock and hurled them at
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the remaining Germans. His diversions enabled
both the rear sections to withdraw without

further losses. Meanwhile, thc leading section

which had remained behind to assist the

withdrawl of the remainder of the platoon was
still on the summit, so Rifleman Thanman

Gurung, skouting to the section to withdraw,

seized a Bren Gun and a number of mazazines.

He then yet again ran to the top of the hilland,

although he well knew bis action meant almost

certain death, stood up on the bullet swept

summit in full view of the enemy and oppened

fire at the nearest enemy positions. It was not

until he emptied two complete mazazines and

the remaining section waswell on its way to

safety that Rifleman Thanman Gurung was

killed. Tt was undoubtedly due to Rifleman

Thanman Gurung’s suberb gallantry and the

sacrifice of his life that his platoon was able

to withdraw from an extremely difficult position
without many more casualties than they were

actually incurred, and stores of ammunitinns

-and information were brought by the platoon.

This resulted in the Monte San Batrolo feature

being captured three days later.

- B. Citations for ‘Regular’-Award of the
Victoria Crosses. :

i) Citation in respect of the award of
Victoria Cross to No. 87726 Riflemen
Lachhiman Guryng of the 2nd Bn. 8th
Gurkha Rifles.

At Taungdaw in Burma on the west
bank of Irrawady on the night of 12/13 may
1945, Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung was
manning the most forward post of his platoon.
‘At 0120 hours at least 200 enemy assaulted
the company poistion. The burnt of the attack
was borne by Lachhiman Gurung’s section

.and by his own post in particular. This post
dominated a jungle pathleading up into the
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platoon locality. Before assaulting, the enemy
hurled innumerable grenades at the position:
from close range. One grenade fell on the lip
of Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung’s trench. He
at once grasped it and hurled it back at  the
enemy. Almost immediately another grenade
fell directly inside the trench and again this
Rifleman snatched it up and threw it back. A
third grenade then fell just in front of the
trench. He attempted to throw it back, but
it exploded in his hand blowing off his fingers,
shattering his right arm and severely wounding
him in the face, body and his right leg. His
two comrades were also badly wounded and
lay helpless at the bottom of the trench. The
enemy, screaming and shouting, now formed
up shoulder to shoulder and attempted to
rush the position by their sheer numbers.
Rifleman Lachhiman Gurung regardless of his
wounds, loaded his rifle with his left hand,

maintaining a continuous and steady rate of fire.

Wave after wave of fanatical attacks were
thrown in by the enemy but all were repulsed
with heavy casualties. For four hours after
being severely wounded, Rifleman Lachhiman
Gurung remained alone at his post waiting
with perfect calm for each attack, meeting it
with fire at point blank range from his rifle,
determined not to give one inch of ground. Of
the 87 dead counted in the immediate vicinity
of the company’s locality, 31 lay in front of

the Rifleman’s section, the key to the whole
position. Had the enemy succeeded in over-
running and occupying Rifleman Lachhiman
Gurung’s trench, the whole of the reverse
slope would have been completely dominated
and turned. This Rifleman, by his magnificient
example, so inspired his comrades to resjst the
enemy to the last - that although
surrounded and cut off for three days and two
nights, they held and smashed every attack.
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His gallant and extreme devotion to duty in
the face of almost overwhelming odds. were
the.-main feature in the defeat of the enemy.

ii) - Citation in respect to the award of
Victoria Cross to Havaldar Gaje Ghale of
the 2nd Batallion of the 5th  Royal
Gurkha Rifles.

To stoo the advance into Chin Hills of
the greatly superior Japaneée forces, it was
essential to capture Basha East Hill which was
the key to the enemy position. Two assaults
had failed buta third assault by the two
platoons of Havaldar Gaje Ghale’s Company
and two companies of another batallion was
ordered. ThisN. C. 0. commanded one
platoon, he had never been under fire before
and his platcon consisted of young soldiers.

The approach fcr the platoon to fulfill
the objective mas along a narrow knife-edge
with precipitous sides and bare jungle;
whereas the enemy was well concealed. In
places, the approach was no more than 5 yards
wide and was covered by a dozen of enemy
machine guns and subjected to  artillery and
mortar fire from the reverse slope.

While preparing to attack, the platoon
came under heavy mortar fire, but Havaldar
Gaje Ghale rallied them and led thent forward,
Approaching to close range, the platoon came
under gathering fire from a well-trenched
platcon and thisN. C. O. was wounded
in the arm, chest and legs by an enemy hand
grenade. Without pausing to attend to his
seriou wounds and with no heed to intensive
fire from all sides. Havaldar Gaje Ghale closed
with his men and led them to close grips with
the enemy when bitter hand-to-hand struggle
ensued. The Havaldar dominated the fight by
his outstanding example, dauntless courage
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and superb leadership. Hurling hand grenade ‘
and covered.in blood from _his neglected:

wounds, he led assault after assault, ‘encoura-

ging his platoon by shouting the Gurkha
battle cry ““Ayo Gurkhali” (The Gurkhas
are upon you !). Spurred on by the irresistible:
will of their leader to win, thc platoon stormed
and carricd the hill by a magnificient all-out.
effort and inflicted very heavy casualies.
upon the Japanese. The Havaldar then held
and consolidated the hard—won position under
heavy fire. It was only when consolidation was.
well in hand that he went, refusing all help,
to the regimental aid post, and then only when
ordered to do so by an officer.

The courage, determination, and.
leadership of this N.C. O. under trying
conditions are beyond all praise.

Conclusions
The Gurkhas of the British army even
today love to identify themselves with the

Victoria Cross. This bronze medal, though of
little face-value, yet, what it means in the
world of honor is beyond description. It is.
something to feel and not to tell. But on the
other hand the story of the Victoria Crosses.
has left many soul-searching question behind..
They relate to the questions of recruitment,
national honor jand integrity. Nepal is the:
only country left in the last quarter of the
twentieth century that is not only providing:

mercenaries for foreign armies but also-
providing them centers of recruitment  in her
own soil. The age old tradition of sending

mercenaries abroad, though could be defended
economically as it bas been done by every
government of Nepal since the first quarter of"
the nineteenth century; but it has also led to
a dramatic erosion of the loss of honor and



self-respect among the N:ip:li patriots,
Ppoliticians. and social workers. Whenever
there isa physical conflict in the world
whether in India, Sri Lanka of the Falkland
a cold wave of anguish and fear rushes into
the hearths (agenos) of the Nepalese as the
house-wives begin to count the number of
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Gurkha casualties. Today no Nepali would

deny the fact that the whole process of Gurkha

recruitment has brought the question of

national honor at a stake. The Nepali

intelligentsia as well as the Government of Nepal
are bothaware of this fact. But nothing is

being done to reverse this trend.




Chapte‘r 4 : Ancient Stone
Waterpoints of Mid-
Western Nepal

introduction
The ancient stone waterpoints of mid-
western Nepal are some of the most curious
monuments I have come across. I mainly
devoted my efforts to looking at them around
the Jumla vicinity, though 1 did observe some
along the trail.
Water point near Dailekh
I have already mentioned in passing the
location, see Fig. 1, No 2/3, (it occurs where
1 discovered the grinding mill wheel) and can
be seen in Plate 16 and a close shot of the
back wall of the waterpoint in plate 17. The
waterpoint is an imposing monument and
shows interesting secondary use of stone. Tt
displays a clearly deliberate plan of

(Continued from No. 109)

An Ethno—Afchaeolo—gical Investigation
into Irrigation Agriculture and Water
System in Mid-Western Nepal

~Thomas M. C. Pinhorn

construction that would require considerable
organisation to lift and carry the cut stone
into the area. I postulate that the two large
stones on the back wall were either door
lintels or formed part of an original water—
point. If they are lintels then they could well

have come froma hall structure (Sharma,
1972, 27).

The task of carrying the stones
certainly have been easier if they came
Dailekh or Dullu, the Malla winter  capital,
since at least it would have been” downhill,
The other carved stones I think are likely to
have come from temple buildings since many
of them exhibit amaluka quoins. The uncut
stones may well have come from a watermill
that once stood on the site. The drop would
have been sufficient here to allow the mill stone
to turn,

would
from

The waterpoint seems to have two phases
of construction with the back, paving stone




floor and steps constructed first. The two
pediments were then constructed in a - second
phase. However I do not feel there is a great
time difference in construction between the
two phases, since the nature of the stone
construction in ths back wall is virtually
identical to that of the pediments.

The function of the pedimentsis clear,
that is where wet or dry clothes can be left or
accompanying baggage. It is interesting to note
that some attempt at design of the waterpoint
has bzen made, the arrangement of the carved
stones seems to imply that they may originally
have been three waterpipes. If this were the

case the flow rate would certainly have to
have been quicker than the present rate,

Dating of the waterpoint is not easy but
my feeling is that it was certainly constructed
after the Malla period. The primary use of the
carved stones was certainly in the Malla
period. This then broadly gives usa dating
range from the monument from the Baisi to
Gorkha periods, I would favour the later,
since the style of construction of paving slab
cccurs in the Kathmandu valley in the Gurkha

period. Excavation may help to solve some of
the dating problems.

The waterpoints of the Jumla area
Moving along the tila but crossing over

to the other bank from Tatopani lies the
settlement of Sanargaon, see Fig. 1, No. 4and
Plate 18. Here a very interesting waterpoint
occurs . Again I think it is evident that
s:zcondary reuse of material has been used to
construct the waterpoint. Malla, originally
standing upright stone pillars have been taken
and reused to construct the central and
flanking pieces to the waterpoint. I think that
the two halves clearly belong to the same
pillar. You should note that they have been

carefully arranged so as they slope away from
the central stone.

16 Ancicnt Nepal

The waterpoint is constructed around
the central pillar. The basic design conforms
with  that of the Dailekh waterpoint.
The two walls either side have similar function
to that as at Dailekh.

The carvings on the stone pillar may well
represent Buddhist deities, for example the
lotus and flower symbols on the two halves
of the pillars. The base half of the pillar on
the right shows a stupa with the flowers may
symbolise the three jewels, since one of the

flowers is carved in high relief it is likely to be
secondary.
I think the mounted figure is likely to be

that of a warrior, ths object he carries is a
spear, This design is common on many of the
pillar stones in the region and particularly
common in the Jumla area, perhaps not
surprising since Jumla was a centre for
trading horses-in the Malla period (Tucci,
1956, 41). Sharma had suggested that (Sharma,
1972, 31) other pillars containing similar
designs should be considered as ‘‘hero stones’”
to commemorate warriors who died fighting.
The central pillar also appears to have
had a mounted warrior similar interpretations
can be made about this as other stone pillars.
The central motif is difficult to identify, the
zig-zags that surround it do not give any
indication. As the spout cuts the head of the

warrior this is a clear indication that the spout.
is secondary.
1t is vey difficult to say what .the three

figures represent on the spout. I hazard a
guess that the central figure may be that of
Hatti the elephant god, accompanied by two
attendants. Dating of the primary use of the
pillars is firmly within the Malla period.
Interestingly these pillar stones may well have
some parallel in Rajasthan. Dating of the

secondary use of material is of course difficult,
but judging by the carvings it must fall in the.

Baisi or perhaps early Gorkha period,
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Waterpoint or Hot Baths at Tatopani

Tatopani was the only hot water spring
we came across on our trek, see Fig. 1, No.
5 and Fig. 5. and for a plan of the springs; see
Fig. 6. A large settlement has grown up around
Tatopani, literally the word Tatopani means
hot water and so the springs have given their
name to the settlement. The settlement is ‘so
large because of the luxury of hot water in the

bitter winter that comes to the region. Fig 6,
~ Show back wall of posl no. 1.

Clearly as at Dailekh waterpoint, it took
considerable effort.  to canstruct, The
constructicn  technique is similar for the
three pools, that is large irregularly packed
boulers topped with paving slabs. It is indeed
the same construction technique as used on
the Dailekh waterpoint, This leads me to
suspect that the time period for construction
is similar. Of the three pools, 1 is the most
impressive, having a paved, guttered floor, as
well as being larger than pools 2 and 3.

Pools 2 and 3 have mud floors and
teday they are used only for washing clothes
and are certainly used less than the main
pcol. Interestingly, the hot water springs did
not display ownership, porters freely used the
pool when they came passing by. There was,
though, some division in the community as to
when the hot water baths could be used, for
example women had exclusive use of the baths
on Wednesdays and Thursdays.

The irregular arrangement at the back of
the wall of pool 1, see Fig. 6, strongly suggests
that these stones are of secondary use. I have
been able to identify four main types and
reconstruct them in Fig. 7. Type one of which
two occur s either a door mantle, as at Sija.
Wooden door mantles of similar type can be
seen still in the Kathmandu valley. If the
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stones do represent part of an original water—
point, the evidence is that the back wall would
have been smaller in nature, indeed this seems.
the more likely of the two. Type two, of which.
three occur, are very likely to represent the:
base Jamgha, part of a templx, like the one at
Manma a few kilometres down the tila from
Tatopani.

Type three, of which three occur, is also-
likely to be a door lintel or used in a water—
point construction here. One of these stones.
has 3. mantle in high relief, I suggest this is
likely to be the Buddhist diamond vehicule
(Jenkins, 1975, 68), showing a religious
connection with the spring or hall structure.
Type four, of which six occur, I think may be

associated with temples, some of them
alternatively could be the sides of reused pillars _

Two out of these stones though are very likely
to have been used as part of temple structures
because of their characteristic amaluka-
quoins decoration in low relief. One stones,
is very similar to the decorative stones which

occur in the temple of Bhandaribada  (Tucci,
1956), north of Jumla.
The two wooden carved reliefs are certainly

meant to represent lions. The local community
indicated this to me. Such carved lions can be-
found carved in stone-at Sijaand Dullu
(Sharma, 1972, 31). These lions could possibly
have been connected with gable ends of
buildings (Wright, pers comm). Lions though
are most often associated with doorways to
temples guarding them.

The fact that the Pool 1 walls and the steps.
but onto the back well of pool 1 suggests that
the back wall is of an earlier construction.
phase. I think it very unlikely that the stones
came as far afield as Sija, the Malla summer:
capital, there are numerous temples down the

tila which the material could have come from.
Dating is problematic for the hot springs.

If T am right about the carved stones being
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. from an claborate waterpoint, then . we may

postulate a waterpoint” at Tatopani in  the
Malla period. There then seems to follow a

period of dismantling when the waterpoint
was enlarged and more secondary —material
brought in from other stone ruinous or
dismantled structures, It is possible that Pools
2 and 3 were later additions, though built in
the same style. The second and the possible

third phase must come within the Baisi and
Gorkha periods.
Waterpoint at Simkham
Just north-west of Jumla lies the  small

settlement of Simkham, Fig. 1, No. 6. A little
way south of the settlement is a  dismantled
waterpoint. The waterpoint formerly consisted
of four rectangular shaped stones, presumably
embedded around some boulders as in  other
waterpoints. I visited the area where the
waterpoint formerly stood and there wasa
deep cut into the bank here. The rectangular
cut stones averages 1 5 by 1.4 m. Along the
front edge of three of thzse stones amaluka-
quoins tun by regular grooves. The fourth .

stone has no decoration and unlike the other
three has a curved top.
Associated with the dismantled water-

point was a curious bud shaped motif with
groove following the line of its body, similar to
the ones at Sija, see below, but without the

hote. I was told by the boy who showed me
the waterpoint  that two of the rectangular

stones had been the top to two benches either
side of the waterpoint and that the other stone

had been in the back wall of the  waterpoint.
He went on to say that the waterpoint had

been dismantled some five years eatlier, and a
new waterpoint where the stones now rest had

been attempted, but this failed, and the stones
left abandoned.

Interpretation
Again I think you have the secondary use

of Malla stones. The carved stone’s original

use was probably as - tiers as at the Sija
waterpoint which show a similar design. The
fourth stone mentioned is certainly that of a

revised pillar stone, now worn and the design.
not visible. The stones have been dressed at
the back with some type of chisel to produce a

series of cuts downwards, creating banks  of’
striztions.  The sccondary dating may be

assigned to the Baisi and Gorkha periods, the
otriginal use of the stones was in the Malla
period.

Waterpoint West of Simkham

A few hundred metres west of Simkhame
I discovered another waterpoint, located on
Fig. 1, No. 7. This waterpoint is relatively
small and lacks sophistication. It can be seen in.
Plate 19. The primary use of the stones is.
likely to have been in the construction of
Malla period temples, especially the rectangular
stone with amaluka-quoin relief and a plain.

Interestingly, the same type of stone also-
exists in the waterpoint. Other stones are likely
to be reused pillir stones.

Dating can'once again be given two
periods, one for the primary use of the stone
in the Malla period, and the other in the Baisi
or Gorkha periods.

Waterpoint at Sija

This waterpoint I discovered about while
reading a local history book on Jumla. The:
location of thz waterpoint can be found on
Fig. 1, No. 8. The waterpoint is extremely
elaborate, the back wall contains twelve carved.
stones. It is constructed in  a szries of  tiers
with flat grooved stones, like the ones at
Simkham in between larger blocks. There isa
double tier decorated in amaluka—quoins in low
relief before a larger, heavier band of amaluka—
quoins above it, cut into this band are two
bird shaped motifs with holes cut through the




cenlral part of them. Presumably 7 originally to

allow water to alight,
These curious grooved bird shapes are of

of the same type as the one at Simkham,
On top is a large impressive mantle that  runs
across the back. From the evidence of the
photograph a wall similar to the back wall is
joined at right angles to the back wall on.the
left hand side. There must presumably be a
similar wall on the right hand side, forming -a
typical three-sided waterpoint, which is the
feature of most waterpoints in the region.
Interpretation
This waterpoint is extremely important
for it is the first evidence of a complete Malla
waterpoint. It is extremely elaborate, perhaps
this is not surprising since it is based at ‘the
Malla summer capital of Sija. The builders of
the waterpoint evidently were trying to create
the impression that the back wall. was
design
temples in the
arein two

constructed by four pillars similar in
to thosz of the front pillars to

region, though in this case they
dimensions. Lotus and amaluka-quoin designs

ocscur on the front part to the pillars, but not
in any regular system. i
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The top part of the waterpoint is not
particularly well constructed for example the
right hand bird motif js slightly higher than
the one on the left. This bird shape motif js a
common feature ofall but one of the
waterpoints I came accross north of Jumla (sce
below). Clearly these shapes have some
association with the  waterpoint. I observed
such shapes along carved wooden bridges of
the tila, but without grooves. Sigaificantly,
thought, similar shapes to these occur on the
waterpoints in the Kathmandu valley, see Plate
20, T was told by the Archacology Department
in Kathmandu that these are crocodile
waterpoints. It seems odd to me thatthe
crocodile shapes should occur in the norihern
parts of the Jumla district where the crocodiles
do not occur, being only common in the
tropical and sub-tropical areas. It is, tho ugh,
possible that in the past porters could hava:
brought news of such animals inspiring the
decoration, Whether the stone crocodiles hive
any connection with puja (worship) it is
difficult to say, but must, I think be regarded
as a possibility.

(To be continued)




Plate No. 171~ Side view of . waterpoint near Dailekh




Arcient Nepal

PJate No. 18— Sanaragon Waterboint FPiate No. 19— Waterpoint west of Simkham

Plate No, 20— Crocodile waterpoint, Kathmandu
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{(Continued from No. 109)

XX. Inscription of the
Yag Bahal

The stamping of this inscription was sent
to me from Nepal in 1902 by the Maharaja
Deb Sham Sher, in the short period of his
adminjstration. No indication of origin was
enclosed with the parcel, but a cursory note
outlined on the side and foot of the stamping,
bears: Yag bahal. Tignore at present where
this bahal or monastery is located; but 1 am
led to believe that the stela is found in the
neighbourhood of Patan, like all other
inscriptions connected thereto.

The inscription is incomplete; the last
lines are missing. The 29 lines preserved,
wholly or partly, cover a total height of Om,
72 by a width of 0m, 40. The body of the
characters measure an average of Om, 0l; the
average soace between the lines is Om, 015.
The orthography is on the whole correct; the
silent according to the style that dates from
Amcuvarman, is not redoubled after ‘r’. The
portion of the text preserved is all in prose. Tt
isa chart of the ordinary type, that has for
object the concession of a village with its

—Sylvain Levi

out-houses (offices eté) to the Buddhistic
community; it is addressed to the interested
parties, the inhabitants of the village of
Gullatanga. The territory conceded is most
probably a portion of the domain of Pacupati
(1.4 and key, Bhag 13, 1.5 : Pacupatan). The
fixing of limits is drawn up with that over—
scrupulous accuracy of late inscriptions by
proceeding from North to South and from
Fast to West. The land-marks indicated show
by a further example the advanced civilization
of Nepal and also the landed wealth of the
Buddhistic church. There are no less than
seven monasteries adjacent to the land
conceded; the Manadeva vihara, the
Kharjurika vihara (17) the varta kalyanagupta
vihara (17-18), the Caturbha-laukasana vihara
(18-19) the criraja vihafa (21). The Manadeva
vihara is obviously‘ identical to the Maha
vihara mentioned already in an inscription of
Amcuvarman (year 32) side by side with the
kharjurika vihara (1,8 and 9); at the same
time the vihara with the truncated name;
yama vihara is almost certainly identical to the
Mana vihara namely to the Madhyama
vihara, designated in the same inscription of
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Amcuvarman immediately after Mana V and
KharjurikaV. The other names of monasteries
have not yet been encountered elsewhere; the
Varta kalyanagupta is a new comer in the
list of personages decorated with this title
(sup, 11, 131). Three villages are met besides
on the course; Gomibhudanco (12) Dhorevsl-
ganco (14) Kambilampra (20). Two large
roads are crossed or skirted (Mahapatha,
16; vrhathanmarga 22). At last
the Vagvati skirts a portion of the land to the
south (12).

The particular stipulations of the concession

- (4-11) are expressed with an accuracy
of details that decides on the ordinarily

fairly vague formulary of Nepalese charts,
they only have their counterpart to my
knowledge in the inscription 13 of Bagvanlal
dated 1 (4) 3. This inscription found at the
Southern gate of the precinct of Pacupati is
extremely mutilated especially in the passage
that cpntains the stipulations (5-10); but the
characters preserved suffice to warrant the

perfect concordance of the two texts, in
Tectifying at times thie readings of Bhagvanlal
(5); na sarve vina, corr. na sarvetika (rtavy>;

hyaparah,corr. maryado ’papamah; 9; bhayaca,

corr. gapaca re 10; kalpatra corr kalatra, The
village conceded is subject to the stipulations
bearing on the persons or fortified places™
(carirakotamaryodopapanah 1.6). The same
expression is again found in a charts of
Civadeva year 119 (Bhag 12, 1.5, in which Bhag
restores (payukta) instead of Papannya), but
in the translation of the Pundit I cannot follow
which way he means this wording unless jt
is intended for ‘including therein the ground
the sky and the undergrond®’; I admit that in
this case the connection escapes. The

inscription of the Chasal-tol dated in the year
137,

also preserves a traces a this
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wording (1.13; kottamaryad). The exclusion
of the labour to proceed to foreign country

(1.7) bahirdecigamanadisal vavistirahito) has
for counterpart in the charts of Civadeva
year 119 the obligation to supply five bearers

yearly for the statute labour of Tibet. A few
faults of special kind that undoubtedly
necessitated in ordinary cases the intervention
of the royal justice are drawn up to the
benefit of the donees; the murder of a pregnant
womar (7) abortive practices (7) are punished

with a fine of one hundred (pa) nas; the il
treatment to a wounded animal, if it belongs
to the bovine species is punished with a fine
of three pana puranas (8). In short, in the

case of one of the five mortal offences of
theft of adultery of murder or complicity the

royal justice has only claim on the culprit
himself; all that belongs to him family and
property passes into the hands of the clergy

of the monastery of Civadeva.

The name of the king who grants the
charts is mutilated; there only exists (3) the
indifferent final syllable ‘deva’; the traces that
exist of the preceding characters sidetrack

definitely the restitution introduced by

Bhagvanlal in his inscription (1.3); the two
aksaras cannot possibly be ¢i va. The most
probable reading is to me Puspadeva but I

dare not on the belief of an uncertain reading
introduce ia the history of Nepala a name that
nothing warrants elsewhere. The other
indications also sidetrack the conferring of
this chart and of the similar chart (Bhag 13)
to Civadeva. Civadeva resides in the palace of
kailasakuta that has replaced the palace of
Managrha since the accession of Amcuvarman.
King... deva dates his charts from the palace
of Bhadradhivasa; the change of palace usually
denotes a dispute in the succession to the
throne.  King... deva flatters himself
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undoubtedly of being the legitimate heir to
power (ba) ppapadanudhyato 2), but by right
of Licchavi. He is the ‘standard of the Licchavi
race’ Licchavikulaketuh, 3) a title disappeared
from usage since the accession of Amcuvarman
and this return of the Licchavis to power is
attested by his successor Jayadeva who brings
back the origin of his race to the e¢ponyam
Licchavi (Bhag 15, 6). This king... deva s
further the first and so far the only one in the
Nepalese series to take the title of ‘parama-
mahecvara’ ¢“fervent worshipper of Civa’ (1.2
and Bhag. 13.2) so frequent in the protocol of
India proper in which it seems to date back to
the Indo-Scythians. In short the conclusive
. charts

the

formulary identical in the two twin
(24-29-- Bhag 13, 29-35), differs from
other known charts; the traditional vcrses are
inscrted in it by means of the new form : Yato
dharmacastrava canam (Bhag. 13, 34-35-29) ya
to dha rmacastra. Altogether the chart of the
yag bahal is from the same personage and the
same epoch as the incription 13 of Bhagvanlal
dated samvat 14 3, the figure of the tens
remaining uncertain; the Pundit admits that
one can as well read 123 or 133.

Text
1. bhadradhivasabhavanad apratihatacasanao
bhagavat
Pacupatibhattarakapadanugrhe
(etc., see pages 141, 142, 143, Nepal, Vol 1II
by S. Levi)

Translation
(of above text)

{1-4). From tbe palace of Bhadradhivasa.
Nothing resists his orders; the holy Pacupati,
worshipped sovereign has him for favourites;
his adored father follows him in thought; the
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Licchavi racz has him for embellishment; hs .

is pre-eminently th= dzvotez of Mahecvare,
the sovereign above all, ths king of kings;...

deva in good health addresses himself to all the
heads of houses residing in the village of
Gullatanga, notables foremost, and makes
known to them; know this:

(5-1D). This village (in the domain) of the
holy Pacupati... for the performance, without
any fraudulence of the labours compelled by
the great canals and for the settling of orders
for statute labour,—but with .the entry
prohibited to soldiers whether regulars or
irregulars— is subject to the stipulations
concerning persons and fortified places; all
the corporal services are remitted to them;
are remitted to them; heads of houses are
exempt from all duty such as that which
necessitates going to a foreign country, etc.
In the case of murder of a  pregnant woman
or the suppression of the embryo, he will be
let off with a fine of one hundred (pa) nas
only; in the case of ill-treatments towards
wounded animals of the bovine sfpecies a fine
of three panapuranas will be imposed on him.
In case of theft, adultery, murder or complicity
etc. the five capital offences the person only
of the guilty will be handed over to the royal
officials; his house his fields his wives in short
all his property will pass into the hands of the
venerable clergy. These are the conditions
under which we have conferred this village to
the venerable clergy of monks of the four
regions, in the Civadeva vihara,

(11—24) And here is the fixing of limits. To
the North-Fast the pipe of the canal... of
the convent; then by going to the south in
the region of Gomibhudanco by skirting a
portion of the course of the Vagvati the
confluent of the streamlet; thence by proceeding
to the North the junction of the Manadeva
vihara and of the kharjurika vihara thence by
proceeding to the west Dhorevalganco thence
following a westerly direction on thz side of
the S. E. angle of the Madh Yama vihara by
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proceeding to the North by the path of the
causeway by continuing to skirt rhe- - - of the
canal at the south-eastern angle of the field
of kunala the great path; thence by continuing
onthe road ina northerly direction, ‘the
eastern wall of the Abhayarri eastern” walls of
the Varta Kalyanagupta vihara; thence by
proceeding in a northerly direction the south
castern angle of the caturbhalankasana vihara;

thence continuing to the North and to  the
West, in the north western angle the great
path by proceeding tothe North East

Kambilapra; thence by proceeding to the North
—East the reservoir that receives the flow  of
the waters from the Raha vihara and the Indra
Mulaka, thence by the North-East by skirting
the causeway southof the garden south of
the great path and by proceeding to the
South—East, the path; thence by following
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this road in a southerly direction the vihara
in question; thence the pipe of the canal
(24-29). In this concession the limits of which
have been thus fixed if a matter ever arises
concerning ths interests of the venerable
clergy, it will then devolve upon the supreme
Tribunal (of th: Rhrone) to investigate into
it. Let this be well understood. And nobody,

whether he be of our own kind or of any other
must nulify this favour we are conferring......

And he who will nulify this order personally or
by instigating others we shall absolutely not
tolerate him .. .. As to the kings to reign if
they wish for virtuous happiness in this world

they will have to remember that the favour
conceded by a royal predecessor demands
respect because the book of law says.

(To be Continued)
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