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(Contda. from 10th fssue)

THEANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL HISTORY
OF WESTERN NEPAL

Ram Niwas Panday
M. A. Dip Arch. (A.S.1.)

Dullu Pillar inscription contains the names
of thirty five kings of the family of which first
fifteen kings have got ‘Pala’ suffix added in the
end oftheir names. What does it indicate ?
Were these Pala kings related to the main
branch of the Pala dynasty of Fastern India? Let
us hope to get some tangible information in the
future to answer this vexed problem in a precise
manner 52. Out of the fifteen Pala kings, the
thirteenth king, Varagja Mabhipala was quite
illustrious. He conquered numerous renowned
enemies in the battlefield, changed the capital
to the town of Goha district (Gandjyankot ?2)
and there he received the taxes of the horses
from the defeated foes (Kings) 53. When his
son Visvapala came on the throne he transfered
his capital to Jhumalara (Tiparikot 7 district
town 54, After 'crushing (stambhana)  the
enemies he received a country full of the riches.
When his son Jivapala ascended the throne, he
again changed the capital. Now the secretariat
was brougth to Gela (or Sela),located in the Juma-
la Valley. Jivapala was a great lover of the fine
arts and music. He was succeded by Punyamalla
55. Punnyamalla married Sarkunamalla and
from her he had serveral sons, the eldest being
Shrimalla . Either due to some battle or epide-
mic all the sons if this unfortunate king died.
Therefore, he adopted Nagaraj as the crown-
prince of the state who lastly succeeded him on
the throne. A few years after Nagaraj become
the king, territory of the Mallas was invaded from
the north by the Tibetan army. Nagaraj fought
the enemies bravely with his forces and drove

them away from Guge. Now the victor realised
that if he wanted to rule the snow-clad moun-
tainious region of the far north then he should
keep his one capital in the north too, and then
he made Semsja (Ya’te) as his summer capital,
He even Tibetanised the name of his family
from Malla to Mal or sMal. Later on, the
names of the kings were also Tibetanised. This
indicates that Nagaraj was a great statesman
and administrator 56. Rahul Sanskritayan
has mentioned an image of Lord Buddha which
he found at Badhata, Garhwal. This' image
has a small inscription in its pedastal which
indicates that the present image of Lord Buddha
was dedicated by Nagaraj when the visited the
existing Buddhist shrine of the locality. It seems
that Garhwal was subjugated during the time
of Nagaraj and he visited the abeve-mentioned
edifice immediately after his conquest 57,

Some scholars like Shree Satyamohan.
Joshi of the Royal Nepal Academy hold
the opinion that the two Punyamallas of the
front and the back faces of Dullu pillar
inscription are the one and the same person,
But I differ from him at this stage of our
knowledge. Punyamalla, who married Sakuna-
malla and whose eldest son was Shrimalla, is
described in the inscription as the son and
successor of Jivapala, the fifteenth (or the
last Pala) king, whereas the Punnyamalia of
the other face of the inscription is narrated
by the scribe as the prince of Gela and the
successor of Pratapamalla, who had no male
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scoin to him. If the two Punyamallas be
proved as one, then Nagaraj becomes a con-
temporary of either Vikramapala or Shridha-
rapala, but it does not seem well because
Vikramapala and Shridharapala had ruled long
before the time of Nagaraj. Again most of
the scholars of Nepal think that Nagaraj, the
first king of the other face of the inscription,
had come from the Khari region and he be-
longed to the dynasty of the Bhot monar-
chs. But from Athakharipradesastho yo
jvesaratama gotten (34) Shreenagajena Senja-
puryam sthih (h) krita 12 , i.2. Nagaraj, who
lived at the Khari region, bedecked with the
title of Javeshwar (Jumaleshawar (yogi Nara-
harinath says that he become the lord of
Java, Sumatra islands, etc. which is highly
fantastic for any scholar of history and
archaeology)—taken from Sandhipatra Samgrah
of Naraharinath, published from Banaras,
V.S. 2022, pp. 667-70). He founded the
city of Semja one can not fully ascertain

that he was a Tibetan prince, and came
from Khari region, located beyond the
Khojaranath  site in the vicinity of the

Manasarowara lake. Again his name is more
of a Hindu and Aryan origin. I think that
he was the second son of Punyamalla of the
front face of the inscription and belonged
to the solar dynasty itself. As there was no
place in the front face of the inscription, the
details of the family (dynasty) beginning from
Nagaraj were engraved on the back face.
What I think is that when Punyamalla of
the front face was ruling, the Tibetans
invaded the northern territory of the king-
dom. The king sent Shrimalla and Nagaraj
to fight the enemies. In the fighting Shrimalla,
the first son of Punyamallaand the real owner
of the kingdom, lost hislife; only Nagaraj survi-
ved the vissitudes of the Tibetans, The latter
defeated the invadors and drove them away
beyond the Manasarowara lake. At thattime he
had to stay in the Khari region. I think that
these are thereasons why the kharipradesatha
(livingin thet Khari region) to Nagaraj. As Nag-
araj turned our victorious and survived as the
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only clalmant to the throne, he was bedecked
with ‘the title of Javeshwar ( Jumaleshwar ), as
described in the inscription. As Nagaraj was
a great statesman, he thought that without
having one branch of the capital in the Jumla
valley also he can not have the sway over his
northern territory of the dominion. Therefore
he laid the foundation of the Semja city. This
city, later on, became an important city of
Western Nepal and had been the capital of
various kings until the conquest of the region
by the - Gorkha army  in the late-eighteenth
century. Further, Punyamalla-the father of
Prithvimalla, flourished and ruled Western Nepal
about three hunered years after Punyamalla
of the front face of the inscription. Thus he is
Punyamalla II of the dynasty, and a ruler of
the fourteenth century A. D. only.

Capa succeeded Nagaraj on the throne after
the demise of his father.” He was not a success-
ful ruler. This king was not even known to the
Tibetan chroniclers. Capilla,the son of Capa, was
also a weak king and he remained silent in the
expansion of the frontiers of his dominion.
Neverthless, he was known to the chroniclers,
unlike his father. The rules of Krasicalla and
Kradhicalla were not so eventful as of Kracalla-
deva, the son of Kradhicalla. One inscription
of Kracalladeva, found from Kartikeyapur
(Tehri-Garhwal), dated in A.D. 1223 (Saka
1145 Pausa Krishna-2), records the visit and
the worship of the king to the Baleshwar Mahadeo
(Eaika-Rudra) temple after the .conquest of
Tehri Garhwal region in the sixteenth year of
his congregation to the Malla throne. During
his visit he donated a piece of land also to
its Brahmin priest (Shree Baleshwar). But it
does not mean that personally he was a Saivite.
The inscription informs us that Kracalladeva
was a Buddhist devotee 58. He was succeeded
on the throne by his son Asokacalla.

Asokacalla was a famous king. He spread the
mission of peace and tolerability in all the direc-
tions of the world 59. Five inscriptions of Aso-
kacalla have been found so far of which “three
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were traced in Bodhagaya and two in Kamayun
- (Koma) at Gopeshwar and Barahata (Uttarakasj)
respectively””60. From the
Barahata inscriptions it is clear that Asokacalla
was the master of whole Tehri and Garhwal
districts in the closing decade of the Twelfth
century. He had defeated Trilokapala of the
Katyuri dynasty in A.D. 1191. One Buddha
image, donated by Nagaraj in the past is still
esteemed at Barahata in the name of God Dat-
tatreya by the people. Itindicates that Kedarabh-
umi up to Bhallyana was under the protection of
the Semja kings from the time of Nagaraj itself.
The Katyuris of the region had accepted the suz-
erainty of the Malla monarchs former. Further
conquest of the region by Asokacalla during his
rule indicates some revolution only in the region
during his lifetime. If Gopeshwar inscription
of Asokacalla is a true account of his reign,
then presently Kedarabhumi was completely
subjugated in the Malla dominion In the docu-
ment Asokacalla has been described as a king
of Danavabhutal, identified with Bhot by
Rahul Sanskritayan. I think that Danavabhutal
is Danavatal of Bardia district, which was the
capital of the Mallas before their conquest of
Vaisvanarajwalaksetra and the Jumla valley.
The relics of Danavatal are of Buddhist origin
and datable to tenth-eleventh centuries which
are also in support my identification.

The Dwarahat iron-triden inscription
of Asokacalla informs us that the victor
reached e¢ven the sacred land of Lord Siva and
there he arranged a meeting of the word lords. It
indicates the visit of a Buddhist king to a holy
site. of Shaivism and noting else. Asokacalla
was known as Anekacalla also. The Bodhagaya
inscriptions of Asokacalla are dated in A.D.
1192, 1270, and 1274 according to Regmi but the
epoch of the Laksamana era, used in them, is
itself not fully ascertained by the scholars 61.
One of these inscription calls Asokacalla as the
greatest of the kings (of his time) and the
ruler of one hundred and twenty-five thousand
hills of the Khasa people, beautified with
pumereous pillars, engraved with his multi-

Gopeshwar and
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farious activities and grand qualities 62. He
was a follower of Mahayan pantheon . of
Buddhism 63 and Hevajra 64 was his chief
deity of worship. He sent several monks
(bhiksﬁs) to Bodhagaya from Semja to make
a monastery for housing a statue of Lord
Buddha. The monks went to the aforesaid

" town with huge donation of property from the

king and there they made a beautiful monastery
(vihara) including an image of Lord 65 as
ordered by the king. It so seems that Asoka-
malla was a king-hearted soveriegn and this
gave an advantage to his sons Jitarimalla and
Anandamalla to fight for the heirship -and
divide the kingdom into two parts after the
death of his father like the three sons of
Jayayaksamalla of the Kathmandu valley
after his demise. For three generations
we have two kings simultaneously ruling in
Western Nepal. When Kalyanamalla comes on
the throne, he unites the segregated kingdom
and once again the whole of Western Nepal
becomes one nation under one banner (king 66.)

Jitarimalla was the eldest son of Asokamalla.
He had two sons whose names were Aksayamalla.
and Adityamalla. Ripumalla was the son of
Anandamalla— the younger son of Asokamalla,
and his son was Samgramamalla 67. Very
little history of these kings is available in their
native land. Asthree of these kings had invaded
the Kathmandu valley, we have some informa-
tion about their carriers from the chronicles of
Kathmandu valley also.

The early Mallas of Dullu had concentrated
their lives in the conquests of the Western
mountaineous tract only. When Jitarimalla
ascended the throne, he realised the signifi-
cance of the conquests of the eastern mountain-
neous region. The king found !a vast terri-
tory before him in the east.

Gopalavamsavali records the invasion of the
king as follows:— “On the expiry of twelve years
and three months of Anandamalla’s reign, the
Khasias came. This was the first invasion of
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‘Raja Jayatari and occured ‘in the month
of Pausa of the year 408 (Dec-Jan, 1287-88). In
Sahme (Swayambhu area) where the Khasia
king was encamping there, was raid by the
entire mass of our people, who killed  eight
hundred of the invadors. Then the Khasias
fled, and the people returned to their normal
life in a happy mood. The year .came. On
Falgun sukla-13 Jayatari entered once again
for the second time. He burnt several villages.
He went to pay respects to the chaitya of Swa-
yvambhunath, then to Bugma, where he enjoyed
the darshan of Lokeshwar. Thereafter he
propitiated God Pashupatinath. He returned to
his country without any harm reaching him. It
was the year 409. Again the Tirhutiyas had
entered”68. '

Keshar Shamsher Vamsavali has mentioned
the invasion in the following words: “In the
month of Pausa, 408 Jayatari entered for the first
time. For the second time again he entered
in Falgun of 414 69.

Gopalvamsavali has recorded a third invasion
of Jayatari also which reads as “On Falguna-
krishna—pratipada Jayatari invaded and captured
Nuwakot. (Then he ) went to Bungamati
temple (Rato Matsyendranath). dedicated trea-
sury tohim. He entered Deopatan from the wes-
tern gate. This time............ Then he burnt the
villages. He lived one month in Lalitapur.
Yet the fortress was not dismantled”70.
“In the prince’s (Anantamalla’s) reign, and
in the Nepal year 804 of Sumbuth 1344,
many Khasias migrated to Nepal and settled
there”71.

From the above--mentioned accounts
it is clear that during the reign of Ananda-
‘malla, Jitarimalla (Ji-t’ar-smal) had thrice
raided the Kathmandu valley between Nepal
Era 408-10 72. A fierce battle took place
the army of the invading king
Nepal (Kathmandy valley) forces.

between
and the

In the conflict Jitarimalla lost eight hunderd of
his soldiers and then he returned to his native-
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land. Fourteen months afterwards he again
invaded Nepal. This time he entered Deopatan
after conquering Nuwakot, set its villages ablaze
and camped for one month surrounding ito
fortress. When he found himself unsuccessful
in- causing injury to the castle he returned
to his country. Thus all the efforts of Jitari-
malla failed and his dreams of unifying various
states of Himalayan region and becoming
a paramount sovereign of Nepal remained
unfulfilled.

The geneology of the Malla dynasty . is
complicated after Jitari-(Jayatari) malla 73 but
the studies reveal that Jitarimalla and Ananda-
malla had ruled at the one and the same time.
Aksayamalla, Adityamalla and Ripumalla ruled
in the second phase while Kalyanamalla and
Sangramamalla ruled in the last phase of the
termoil. What I think is that one of the two
houses had ruled - from Dullu and the other
party exercised its sway from Semja But
this fact is not quite clear from the Dullu
pillar inscription. - According to Regmi 74 the
trouble of succession arose after Kalyanamalla
ascended the throne but Dhanavajra Vajra-
charya 75 opines that the turmoil came to
an end affter Pratapmalla’s congregation only.
As the latter ruled form Dullu and Semja both,
he has been variously described in the records
of Western Nepal.

Twentythree years after the invasion of
Jitarimalla, on 433 Falguna- krishna-pratipada
(Feb. 1313.). when Rudramalla and Jayananda-
deva (Malla) were ruling the Kathmandu
valley, the son of Anandamalla and nephew
of Jitarimalla, Ripumalla, again invaded Nepal.
He stayed at Buga (Matsyendranath shrine) for
eighteen days and there he performed numerous
religious ceremonies in the honour of the god
énshrined in its sanctuary. In the end he retur-
ned home 76. It so seems that Ripumalla had
not at all come as an invader but as a pilgrim
to the Buddhist shrines of the Kathmandu
valley. "As he was a devout Buddhist and as
Kathmandu valley was one of the most




Ancient Nepal

important Buddhist centers, of medieval period
he -came to this city to pay his homage
to the deities and the shrines as recorded in the
the chronicles of the Kathmandu valley. The
giving of feasts and performing of the religi-
ous ceremonies in the honour of the lord of
the present Kalpa[age (Padmapani Avalokete-
shwar, known as Matsyendranath also)] confirms
his great faith even to the deities residing

far beyond the frontiers of his kingdom. That

Ripumalla was a religious man is proved from
one of his fragmerntary inscriptions also, dis-
coverd-on the eastern bank of the Chaukikhola
near Semja of the Jumla valley. Here the king
has been described as a devotee of Lokeshwar
(perhaps of Padmapani or Matsyendranath ?)
and writer of “Laghuratna traya.” The ins-
cription says that Ripumalla was a great politi-
cian of his time. He got his political theories
written in the books or (engraved on the stone
slabs) and circulated them for the knowledge and
benifits of his people. The king had conquered
all those enemies who had set troubles to him:
(actually)he ruled the whole earth (by his prowess
and the virtues) 77. Ripumalla had visited Lum-
bini, the birthplace of Lord Buddha and the
stupa of Mortal Buddha Kanakamuni also. He
must have given feasts and performed ceremo-
nies at those holy sites during his visit. The
Abhisamayalankara manuscript, preserved in
the sPos-K’ an monastery of Tibet, describes
Ripumalla in its colophon as the king of kings
and the lord of the earth who ruled his country
{Western Nepal) in the Vikram Era 1370 (Feb.
1314 A.D.) 78. On the basis of V-III, Regmi
thought that on Chaitra, sudi-2 of the (Nepal
Era) 444 there was another (forth) Khasia
invasion in the Kathmandu valley. At that
time the invader “reached up to the royal palace
atTipura ............oooeviiiiniien, ” Details of
the invasion are not known; but we are told that
the invaders had almost knocked the gate of
the royal palace, its seriousness must have been
felt by the defenders”79. This Khasia invador
is not identified so far.

V-I (F-27b.) 80 and V-IIT (F-46a.) 81 record
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one- more Khasia invasion which the Kath-
mandu valley had experienced in the Feb-
March of 1328 (Sambat 488 Falgun-sukla-astta-
mi or Chaitra- purnima). : This time the inva-
sion took place under the leadership of
Adityamalla. The invader first captured Noakot
and Pharping (Sekharakwatha) and then entered
Patan. All the three towns of the valley were
set ablaze when the invador arrived in the
capital. The king stayed at Pulavahila @)
for twenty—two days but the Patan fortress ‘was
not broken. Then he returned.

Adityamalla was succeeded on the throne
by his son Kalyanamalla. No events of his reign
are known to us so far. Kalyanamalla has been
described - in his records as a famous king
and the lord of all the directions 82. As this
king had no heir, he invited Punyamalla of
Gela to succeed him on the throne of Semja
and Dullu 83. Punyamalla accepted the offer
and succeeded Kalyanamalla in the end. Kalya-
namalla married his daughter Sakunamalla to
Punyamalla to continue his progeny on the
throne in the next generation and himself he
retired in the Sa-kya monastery of Tibet ag
a monk to pass the rest of his life 84. Two
gold-plated inscriptions of  Punyamalla are
available to us. One of them records that Punya
malla was an illustrious king of the earth, and
the kings of Konkana, Karnata, Lata, Murala,
Kerala, Dahala (region of Bundelakhanda),
Anga, Banga, Kalinga, Mithila, Videh, Tira
bhukta, Malava, Nepal, Gurjara, Jalandhar and
Andhra were his tax-paying vassals (karadaraj-
ya). They were always engaged in the services
of the king in the Semja capital . Punyamalla
ruled from the capital over the vassals as the sun
rules over the countless stars. While on the
th;one, he governed his subjects on the prin-
ciples set forth by the Hindu teachers of poli-
tical philosophy. The king was a. ‘renowned
exponent of ‘nitisastra’ and he taught the prin-
ciples of the administrative policies to his
subordinate kings like a teacher when they ac-
cepted his suzerainty. He ruled his country on the
principles of religion and he ‘was himself a devo-
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tee of Lord Buddha 85. Though he has been
described as an overlord of the country expan-
ded ranges between the Himalayan to south
India and Bengal to Jalandhar butit seems
to be an exageration of the eulogers actually he
was not a ruler of such a vast territory. But
he had definitely raided the Kathmandu valley
(Nepal) during his rule. The other gold-plated
record 86 of the king, while glorifying him with
the epithets granted in the first plate, in addition.
record the facts of his intence love for the arts
of music and dances. This inscription was
issued onthe day of Vijayadasami of the Saka

Era 1258. In the plate the lekhaka has
described the monasteries, the shops and the

people of the capital including the virgin dancers
who had pleased the king with their exquite
dances on the festive and cermonial days.
The hills, the rivers and the officers of the royal
court are also described in the document. This
record plate was donated by the king to
Vidyakar Pandit along with a piece of land
described in the document 87.

Gopalavamsvali contains a small passage
according to which in Nepal Era 454, on the day
of Bhadra-sukla 7, the (Khasias ) entered Thayi-
tabha of Lalitpur. Sakhupatiraja was killed
before he could enter the city. Forty more
persons had to lose their lives (in the conflict).
On Falgun - Krishna - pratipada the Khasias
returned without punishing (taking revenge
from the enemies). They set fire to Sankhu 88.
Though the name of the Khasia king is not
mentioned by the chronicler but by now it is confi-
rmed that at this time it was Punyamalla who
had invaded the Kathmandu valley.Personally
Punnyamalla did not accompany the invading
army; only his generals had led this compaign.
The commander of the Khasia army (Sikhapa-
tiraja) had to lose his life before he could enter
the city (as described in the chronicle). This
might have been the reason why the aggressor
returned home without punishing (taking revenge
from) had them enemies. '

After Punyamalla, his son Prithvimalla sat
on the Simja throne. The Dullu pillar inscription
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which provides the geneology of the western
Mallas was installed in the reign of :this
Prithvimalla. '

About fifty percent of the inscriptions and
the copper plates of the Malla dynasty coming
from Western Nepal were engraved during the
reign of Prithivimalla. Most of these documents
are the land-grant of religious type given to
the Brahmin pandits residing in his kingdom.
Nevertheless, a few of the inscriptions are inte-
resting from the historical and caltural point of
view also and they contain the genealogy of the
dynasty a few important events related with
the king, the officals of the court and the
administrative setup which Prithvimalla had
for the devised commons of his the country.

The following are a few significant inscrip-
tions of Prithavimalla.

1) Dullu pillar inscriprtion 89. It was
engraved by Balasaraswati in the Saka FEra
1279. The inscription contains the geneology
of the Mallas begining from the time of
Adipala and it continues until illustrious
Prithvimalla, during whose rule the present edict
was prepared and installed at the site. -

2) A Kanakapatra preserved in the house
of Mukhiya Dhananjya Regmi of Seridhukka,
Panchasayadara, of the Jumla Valley 90. It is a
donative record, and it was issued from the
court to a priest to avoid the laible misfortunes

which might have caused some physical and or
mental worries to the king due to the solar or

lunar eclipses. This inscription is important
because it provides many promising epithers of
the king in the eulogy, the names of the admi-
nistrative officers including their duties and
responsibilities in the state the reference of
the king of Achham, who ruled almost like a
governer of Prithvimalla and the policy of his
religious tolerance for the contemporary
orthodox and heterodox sects and pantheons.
This inscription{was issued on Srawan-sudi-10,
Friday of the Sake Fra 1278.

3) The copper-plate inscription of Prith-
vimalla, dated on Monday, 13th krishnapaksa
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margasirsa srisamvat 1415, Saka Samvat 1280,
It contains the description of the Vaisvanara-
Jjwalaksetras located in the vicinity of the Dullu
and Dailekh towns. The qualities and the epithets
of the ruling monarch are also enumerated
in the document 91.

4) Patharanavali inscription of Mahamatya
Devavarma Chhatyala of the time of King
Prithvimalla. It records the construction of a
reservoir by the prime-minister which still
serves as a resthouse totle carvan moving on
the Surkhet-Dullu-Semja-Zan--Zum highway
(road). The inscription is dated on Pausa-vadi-2
of the Sake Era 1278, Friday (Dec. 1353) 92,

Among the smaller and spilt-up or weathered
inscriptions of his reign, the following may be

mentioned :-

A) Kalikotadara Vattisagoan Khatyadiwada

Jiula  water-conduit inscription 93. It is
dated in the Saka Fra 1260.

B) Achham Mallobhaisolyadara Kucigoan
reservior inscription 94. It is dated in the

Saka Era 1276.

C) Mundedeval water conduit inscription 95.
- There is no date in this inscription.

D) An inscription of the king preserved in
the personal collection of Chautariya Prem
Jang Shah of Dullu 96. It was prepared by
Cudmani on the instructions of Devavarma in
the Saka Era 1280.

E) Bala Dullubheshwar inscription of Jaya-
singh 97 dated in the Saka FEra 1277. It was
carved in the reign of Prithvimalla but his name
is not mentioned in the record.

A few very small and fragmentary inscrip-
tions of Prithvimalla we get on the pillars
erected , sometime in groups, at numerous sites
of the Surkhet valley, Dullu-Dailekh and Jumla
district like Seridhuskkaka, Micanagavadara,
Asidarasimkhada, Kalikot, Dokrakot, Chhiva-
diruskot, Eikakhutya Dhurlala 89, Salatala,
Satakhambha, Bhusakot, Dullu, Padukasthan,
Dandimandi, etc. 99. - At these sites we find
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the pillar inscriptions of ‘many other early or late
kings or nobles of Western Nepal as well. That
is why, itis necessafy to separate the records of
Prithvimalla from the mess and study them ip
their proper perspective.

Most of the inscriptions mentioned above
by me are of religious nature and they do not
throw any light on the historical or political
movements which might have materialised
during the reign of Prithvimalia,

Prithvimalla was the son of Punyamalla and
Sakurniamala.He ha_d two wives,Dharmamala and
Dipamala. They glorified Prithvimalla Iike the
Bhumi and the Sri goddesses glorify the left
and the right sides of Lord Vishnu. The name
of the sister of the king was Khandamala 100.

The records show that there was some
external trouble in the early day of Prithvimalla’s
rule. But he handled the situation tactfully and
removed the obstacles like a brave king. That
is why, he has been described as ‘Virasriprithvi-
mallal’ in the Dullu pillar inscription 101,

After he returned successful from the battle-
field, his fame extended and was established in
all the directions of the world. This battle made
Prithvimalla a staunch believer of the non-violent
Budhism like Asoka. In the inscriptions we find
him concerned more with the monks and the
priests. It helped the feudal lords and the
influential personalities including the kings
of the vassal states to rise from the situation for
the fulfilment of their long cherished desires,
They declared themselves independent during
his weak successor Abhayamalla. A little
freedom of a few distinguished personalities
are found from the time of Prithvimalla
itself. Mahamatya Devavarma Chhatyala and
Jayasingh have been seen issuing inscriptions in
their names during the life-time of the king at
the Malla capital itself. These things indicate
that after the king inclined towards Buddhism,
he was played like a ball by his prime-minister
Devavarma  and powerful  Jayasingh.
The former had his sway in the southern side of
the town while the latter execised his pow er
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in the northern side of the town. The Dullu
pillar was ‘engraved in the early days of Prithivi-
malla, rule and there he has been figured as
an insignificant raja (king) only. But when
we come to his copper-plates, we find him
assuming some great titles of a cakravarti king
like paramabhattaraka—maharajadhiraja—rajapa-
rmeshwar and rajatarataraniashriprithvimalladevah
102. The mention of adiksitarajadiksagura
and rajarajatarani in another copper-plate of the
king indicates that Prithvimalla used to give
“sermons on the theories of Hindu political
thought to his subordinate kings for the adminis-
tration of his huge empire. He was well-versed
“in the political philosophies propounded by the
great teachers of the subject like ‘Gargayana

and Gautama 103, That is why, the contem- -

porary - people of the world took him as the
Apadarajyastrstan,  Pathanavali inscription
of prime-minister Devavarma calls him as
paramadharmika-paramakalpadrum avatara,
which indicates that Prithvimalla was a great
religious personality He had fulfilled all the
desires of the people who approached him for
the fulfilment of their unfulfilled desires. Though-
he was areligious man and fulfilled the desires
of the beggars like the kalpadruma (wish-
giving tree), it does not mean that he was a bhira
(weak and meek) king. From the blessings
achieved through the constant worship of Anagha
Buddha, he was all potent to protect the fron-
tiers of his empire. Like Vishnu on Garuda,
~ when he reached the battlefield, with his migh-
tiest arms and heavy bow he shot countless
sharply- pointed arrows which brought a flood of
blood from the bodies of the enemies. While
dancing in various unusual talas on the tunes of
the ranabheris and within the heart tearing
noises of the battle-field, the Bhairavaganas in
their infuriated moods, happily drunked the
blood of the enemies .The mandaladhisas had
bitterly fallen dead from their enraged eleph-
ants in the course of the battle. The elephants
of the adverseries, after they were pierced
by the arrows of the king, had flown their
blood (mada), in great quantities. The wood-
fies (Bhramaras) delightfully inhaled the bloods

of the elephants in the battlefield 104.
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‘Prithvimalla was graced with many capable’
personalities around him. His prime- minister
(Mahamatya) Yashovarma Chhatyala always -
assisted him in his tasks. That is why, ‘he was
allowed by the king to build a navali (reservoir)
near Dullu and to put an inscription there in his
name. Jayasingh was another important
courtier of the king . The governor of Raskot
Karki Khanga Bahadur ‘Budhathapa, Achhami
Raula, Bhartako Raula, Vispati Raula, Faityala
Raula, Hiru Raula, Kuwar Bhar, Balalachandra,
Adhu Bhandari, Kidi Thapa, Dharmabhadra
Thapa, Adhikajya Singh, Istidas, Devavarma,
Amatya Jagatasingh Raula, Bachhu Bhandari,
Shdankardeo Bhandari and Saktu Joisi 105 were
some of his other learned and tactful advisers.
They always assisted the king while he got
in some naughty state problems. That is
why, as recorded in the documents, he was
able to administer his subjects satisfactorily.
The king was successful in each of his moves
and tasks (sarvatra vijayinhh).

Jumla Kanakapatra provides some additional

facts regarding the courses and career of
Prithvimalla. It mentions that the king had
lived in a four-storeyed white place of imposing
dimensions. He was frequently surrounded by
the charming ladies, well--versed in the art
of music. His eloguent body was prepetually
kept besmeared with the scents of numerous
smelling flowers, and while in the palace and
receiving constantly the exquisite love and
glances from the slanting eyes (kataksa) of the

-ramanis (beautiful young maidens), he filled

nectar in the tarunajana (young people, i.e.atmos-
phere); this even made alive the dead Kamadeva
(the lord of the sexual pleasures and amorourness
and the carrier of the flower arrows,who was once
burnt by the humkara-flames of Lord Mahadeva.
This is how the king lived in his palace of
Semja, located on eastern bank of the Hima
river. His two wives Dharmamala and Dipamala,
like the Bhumi and the Laksami goddesses, had
richly enriched the pleasures of the king by their
elastic and fascinating presences and whispers.
Huge banners of the Mallas, marked with the
Garuna emblem, prepetually wavered on the




33

palaces of Semja and Dullu. Life was all
gay and romantic in the Malla capital 106.

Thus Prithvimalla was, a great personality
of medieval Nepal. He rose to the occasion and
established himself firmly on the throne, but,
later on, as he engaged himself in the pleasures
and religious activities, his administration
turned loose. This resulted in the break-up of
the mighty Malla empire after his death.
The influx of the Chittaur Rajputs was defi-
nitely the other decisive reason for the downfall
of the Mallas. After Prithvimalla, Semja and
Dullu got lost in the dark veil of different
contingencies.

Prithvimalla was succeeded on the throne
by his son Abhayamalla. One copper-plate
of Abhayamalla is dated on Sunday Falgun-
vadi-7, of the Saka era 1228. There the king
has been déscribed as the ruler of Udum-
barapuri (Dumra-kot, Doti?), situated on
the right and left banks of the Seti river
(svetasarita), the conqueror of the enemies"
army with  the unbounded prowess of his
arms and the artof archery, and the receiver
of the gifts brought from (the kings of)
Kamboja, Bahayuja, Vahalika and Persian
(countries). His lotus-like footprints were
marked. in the crowns of all the postrated
samanta kings of his time. The king was much
loved by the kaminis (beautiful young women)
in their eyes. This tamrapatra, was issued by the

king to Jayabrahma Jyotisi, and it contains a
detailed account of a piece of land which was

donated by the king in the Achham district 107.

The inscription describes Abhayamalla as
a great king of his time but the facts were
completely different from the narrative. It
seems that the writer followed the traditional
way of description in the preparation of the
document. That Abhayamalla was a master
of a small térritory is evident from the above
mentioned record itself. The king has been
described as ruling from the capital of. Udamba-
rapuri in the grant which would establish that
by his time the cities of Dullu and Semja
(Ya’tse) had fallen away from the Malla dominion.
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The absence of Simjanagara (the Semja town)
from his copper-plate confidently affirms the
escape of the northern Malla capital and
dominion from the Abhayamalla’s paws. “We
have no further information about his reign”.
He seems “to be the last great ruler of his
time ’108.

The Fall Of The Mallas

Tucci writes, “Prithvimalla had a gteat dream
and he did his best to realise it; but it seems that
somewhere he met with a disaster. The Tibetan
chronicles stop with him, no inscription of his
successor has yet been found (now we have the
copper-plates of Abhayamalla, and Mediii-
varma, the son and the grand--son of Prith-
vimalla). But without anticipating what
new researches and new documents may one
day bring to light, T venture to suggest that
with Prithivimalla the kingdom which his
forefathers had started, and he had greatly
extended, crumbled to pieces, and so the feudal
chiefs whom he had subdued but left in charge
of their possessions reconquered their freedom:
the country was spilt again into small states
too poor to claim with some fortune his succes-
sion and as often happened in India fighting
one against theother,................cooveiiivnennnn...
..................................................... perhaps
on account of some unfortunate expedition and
the consequent rebellion of the feudatory
chiefs in Tibet and in Nepal........................
.................. the Malla kingdom, came, with
Prithvimalla, to an end” 109.

Tucci seems wrong in this conclusion beca-
use we have Abhayamalla, his son and successor,
who seems to have excercised the same sway
in the kingdom and outside which his father
Prithvimalla could have enjoyed in the king-
dom. His copper-plate inscription of A.D. 1376
(Saka 1298) begins with Bhuvanadhairyabataro-
.dvahana dhairyapracurya which indicates that he
was all able for the protection and ~ administra-
tion of his widely extended Malla empire: Theii
the description atulabhujavalavijita ripuvalaka-

.
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mini (with- immense prowess of his arms he has
conquered the army of the foes) and pracanda-
bhujadanda Kandaulitakodandakhandaniragacch -
hacachhara . nikarapravaha jajjarikritastudhara
(i.e. from his most powerful arms and invincible
bow he shot numerous arrows and tired—
defeated the monarchs — or the holder of the
earth) also prove the fact of his might and the
conquests of the enemies. The mention of the
gifts of the jewels coming from Kamboja,
Vanayuja and Persia, located far across the sea,
and of the dust of the king’s sole spotted on
the crowns of the postrate fuedalsof repute
(Kamboja-Vanayuja Vablike Parasikadyuta gata
rvarat_nasonghaisahar samudrah . and savalasaman
tamandalimanliriianditacur_anasarojéh 120) also

lead to the fact of Abhayamalla’s glorious rule.

Thus Prithvimalla was not defeated in the expedi-
tion, and his empire did not collapse as a result
of the rebellion of the feudals subsequently.

Then why the annihilation of the Western
Mallas after Prithvimalla ? We know that when
Prithivimalla ascended the throne, his position
was not so exalted. At that time (i.e.the Sak
era  12604-78=A.D. 1348) he was being
addressed at Sri-Prithvimalladeva 111 only but
by A.D. 1354 (i. e. Saka 12764+78=A.D. 1354)
be changed his title to Srirajadhiraja Prithvi-
malladeva 132. Jumla-Kanakapatra 113 contains
that he was “perfectly able to protect the
frontiers of his  empire. With his mightiest
arms in the battlefield he deflected countless
sharply pointed arrows from the bow,............
......... fought a fierce battle on the earth, and
brought the kings (mandaladhisah) on the feet
(Payanikrita) .................. 114, It clearly
indicates that Prithvimalla had to fight in the-
battlefield about A.D. 1345 and he came victo-
rious in the end. ~ Nijabhujadandacandimasa-
makranta Viratapithﬁdhisthita pratistestadeva-
tah—(ta)-paricaryaparayana (with the glory
of the prowess of his arms he subjugated
his family deity installed him a gorgeous
pedestal, and constantly venerated him) text
of the Jumla-Gandakot copper-plate 115 of
Prithvimalla also corroborates to this fact.
After these conquestshebecomea rajabhattar 116
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(the husband—lords of the kings), ‘apada‘
rajuajagajjyestha 117 (seniormost among the
kings of Apada state)and adiksitarajadiksa-
guru 118 (priest of  the unbaptized kings).
After this the kings of Achham, Bharatakot,s
King Brihaspati and Fatyal 119 became his
vassal (subordinate) and tax-paying kings.
And, it is only "after this that he became a
paramabhattaraka maharajadhiraja paramesvara
Sri-Prithvimalladeva and bore numerous titles
of a king of the kings like rajatarartarani (the
liberator of the starlike kings) 120. But after
fighting numerous deadly battles he turned
religious in character. This fact is evident from
the inscription of his prime-minister also. Here
the king has been addressed as a great reli-
goius personalityv'and an embodiment of the
wish-giving tree (maharajadhiraja parmesvara
paramabhattaraka  paramadhrmika parama-
kalpadrumavatara srimatprithvimalladevavijaya-
rajye 121). Here the word paramakalpadru-
mavatara (a great wish-giving tree) shows that
he had excelled in donation and charities 122.
He constantly engaged himself in the religious
life and activities (dharmakarmanikurvata)
and he frequently gave his treasures to the
needy ( dhamani dadatarthibhyo), when deman-
ded 123. He made numerous land-donations
along with their copper-plate certificates 124
and believed that these acts of charity
would protect him (dharmadeva hato hanti
dharmo raksati raksitah 125). For the protection
of his donations he began togive the witnesses
of the sun and moon; Brahama, Vishnu and
Maheshwar; Buddha, Dharma and Sangha, and
the.earth (Atra saksinah 11 suryacandramasan
Brahama-Vishnu-Mahesvarah 1 Buddha-Dharma-
Sanghah 1 Bhumandalasakainah 126). In the
end of his rule he turned so religious that he
began to think of the happiness of his subjects
in the life hereafteralso (Yadabhuta punyama
rtitam Teva lokadvaye sarve sattvah samtu nirap-
dah 127). Even through his subordinates he be-
gan to feel the happiness of the amimates (Punyena
sarve satfva sukhimobhavantu 128). One of his
inscriptions goes to the extent of ¢alling him even
Dharmaraj (i.e. religious king 129). In the later
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part of his life he constructed numerous temples - .

of the Hindu and Buddhist deities which still
stand with their former glory in the Karnali, Bhe-
ri, Seti and the Mahakali zones 130. His water-
conduicts of the Bheri, Seti and. Karnali zones
are quite illustrative here in the context of his
humanitarian activities. Exceptionally  good
highways were built in the kingdom, and
at  places, such as at Patharanavali,
these were graced with the reservoirs (Navalis)
which had provided, and still provide shelter
and water to the tired pilgrims moving on those

mountainous tracks. The pillars (vijayastam-
bhas or dharmakirtisy  engraved  with
short inscriptions, installed during his

reign, served the purpose of the milestones to
the people, and guided their ways. The king
was so virtuous that he had dedicated his statue
along with his consort to the Vaisvanara sites.
These statues are represented with folded palms
in the veneration of the holy images of the sites.
When ordinary people of his kingdom saw
these images, they incorporated more religious
instincts in their hearts. Itis due to his personal
persuits that Western Nepal was able to develop
the sites like Muktiksetra, Manasarovara-
ksetra and Vaisvanarajwalksetra. These things
firmly prove that Prithvimalla was really a
paramadharmika, king as mentioned by prime-
minister Devavarma in his Patharanavli
inscription.

Ithink that it was the religious policy of
. Prithvimalla which was ultimately responsible
for the break-up of the mighty Malla empire
of Western Nepal. When the saddle of admi-
nistration turned loose, in the last days of the
king we find powerful personalities emerging
in the capital itself. If prime-minister Deva-
varma was powerful in the southern part
of Dullu and issuing inscription on the face fo
paramadharmika Prithvimalla 131, then Jayasingh
was dedicating inscriptions in the northern
part of the same city  even without mentio-
ning Prithvimalla ’s name132 . What I want to
say is the yoke of the religious sovereign .was
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loose, and it gave inspirations of freedom to his
vassals and feudals after the death of Prithvimalla,

The later half of the fourteenth century is a

‘period of great political changes -in the Indo-

Gangetic plain. By this time the Moslims had
firmly established themselves in India. The
Slaves , the Khilajis and. the Tuglaques became
the rulers of India one after another, and all of
them had combatted and defeated the Rajput
kings and chiefs of Rajasthan during the eleventh
and fourteenth centuries. As the luck turned
in favour of the Muslims, the defeated Rajput
kings, worried to protect themselves, their reli-
gion and the purity of their race, fled to the north
and took refuise in the hills and the forests of the
Himalayan mountains. “The records mention
that the new chieftains came from Rajasthan, a
few courageous leaders with a few followers,
who conquered new possessions for them in' the
sub-Himalayan countries; the name of Chittor
receives very often in the documents” 133.
Regmi followed Tucci and confessed: “In the
fourtheenth century there was a general upsurge
in the country owing to the entry of the Rajput
settlers from the plains. Although this was
not a large-scale immigration, the new settlers
with their military traditions, superior organiza-
tion, and claims to superior births proved

+ too strong a match for the local chiefs to contend

with and one by one each of the latter succumbed
to their offensive, so that the entire area after
scmetime came to be ruled by the Rajput
families. But it .was a conglomeration of
fragments over which the conquest was made.
Nor one single powerful political unit has
emerged. What appeared was only of a sort of
process of replacement of certain Khasa ruling
familes by those claiming Rajput descent. As
usual the pattern of divisions and fragmentation
remained the same as ever” 134. But what we
find is that it is not the Rajput migration to the
regions which brought the end of the Khasa-
empire, but the religious policy of Prithvimalla
which ultimately caused the break-up and
collapse of the Western Mallas, after his demise.
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