The Nepalese Quinquennial Missions Of
1792 And 1795 To China

Thesystem of sending Nepalese complimentary
quinquennial missions to China had its origin in the
peace agreement of September 1792 between
Nepalese and Chinese officials following the end of
the Sino-Nepalese war of 1791-1792. There were
several instances of Nepalese missions visiting China
in the past, but the new arrangement in accordance
with the peace agreement of 1792 made it obligatory
for Nepal to send a complimentary diplomatic mission
with presents to the "Son of Heaven" (the Chinese
Emperor) every five years. Thus it is a known fact
that Nepal sent her five-yearly missions to China as
an obligation due to the outcome of the peace
agreement of September of 1792. In this brief paper
an attempt is made to discuss about the first two
Nepalese quinquennial missions of 1792 and 1795 to
China.

~—Dr. Vijay Kumar Manandhar

The 1792 Nepalese Quinquennial Mission
to China

Inaccordance with the peace agreement between
Nepal and China in September 1792, Nepal soon sent
her first five-yearly mission to the Ch'ing court in
October 1792 under the leadership of Kazi Dev Dutta
Thapa.! The other members of the mission were
Subba Pratiman Raua, deputy leader of the mission,
Jayanta Sahi (Gurung), son of Jetha Budha Narsingh
(Gurung) Taksari, and Balbhadra, son of Khardar
Vishnu Shankar.? There were some Jamadars (junior
military personnel), and two Kashmiri interpreters in
the mission.® The delegates carried an arji (a special
letter)?, a letter® and huge gifts from the Nepalese
King Ran Bahadur Shah to the Ch'ing Emperor
Ch'ien Lung.On 6 October, 1792, along with Chinese
Commander Fu K'ang-an, the Nepalese mission left
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Dhaibung for Lhasa en route to Peking.¢ The mission
took nearly a year to make a round-trip from Nepal to
China and back. This Nepalese mission remained in
Peking for about five months. Like the earlier special
Nepalese mission of 17897, the first Nepalese
complimentary quinquennial mission of 1792 carried
some elephants and horses from Nepal's Tarai area as
presents for the Ch'ing Emperor Ch'ien Lung.
However, due to certain difficulties on the way to
Lhasa, the elephants had to be returned from Kuti to
Nepal. The Chinese sources also indicate that an
orchestra was also included in the first Nepalese
complimentary quinquennial mission of 1792. The
orchestra was composed of two female dancers, five
singers and six musicians (instrument players). Those
two female dancers wore red and green silk clothes.
They also wore red hats made of wool. Their shoes
were made of red silk, The dancers had tied
Ghungaroo (ringing bells) around both of their legs
with red cords. As for the singers, they wore red and
green clothes and red shoes. This orchestra had left
abook entitled "Gorkha Ko Geet (Songs of Gorkha)"
in China.® This delegation of 1792 brought a letter
and various valuable presents from the Ch'ing
Emperor Ch'ien Lung to the Nepalese King Ran
Bahadur Shah and Regent Bahadur Shah.

The importance of this mission of 1792 lies in
the fact that it inaugurated the system of
complimentary quinquennial missions to China,
thereby regularising Nepal's direct contact with the
Peking government. With this, Nepal's relations with
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China entered into 2 new phase. This quinquennial
mission system continued till 1906. Moreover, the
mission of 1792 was the firstever five-yearly mission
which completed the round-trip journey from Nepal
to China in the shortest period, that is, within one
year. Afterwards from 1795 to 1852, the journey of
the each Nepalese quinquennial mission to China
was completed in less than two years. Later on with
the involvement of Nepalese quinquennial missions
intradingactivities, theirjourney became quite longer.
Lastly, while discussing the mission of 1792, D.R.
Regmi and Shakabpa have mentioned that through
this very mission of 1792 the Ch'ing Emperor
conferred the title of ‘Wang' and plumes for their
crowns on King Ran Bahadur Shah and Regent
Bahadur Shah.® This is, however, far from the truth.
Infact, it was through the special mission of 1789 that
King Ran Bahadur Shah and Regent Bahadur Shah
received the Ch'ing Emperor's titles of 'Wang' and
'Kung' (Ghung) respectively in 1790.'°

The 1795 Nepalese Quinquennial Mission
to China

According to the new arrangement of the
mission system, Nepal was to send the next five-
yearly mission in 1797, but Nepal dispatched the
second mission in 1795, two years before the
scheduled period. It was due to the abdication of
Ch'ing Emperor Ch'ien Lung in.L 795 in favour of his
son Chia Ch'ing that Nepal sent her second mission
in 1795. It was reported that the Chinese authorities
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insisted on Nepal's sending a special mission to pay
respect to the new Emperor with special presents'',
whereas Nepal requested to send a single mission
with presents to the new Chinese Emperor along with
the usual five-yearly presents'z. With the acceptance
of the Nepalese request by the Chinese authorities,
the second Nepalese missiom, consisting forty-five
members, led by Kazi Narsingh Gurung,? left for
Chinain 1795." The other members of the mission
were Jetha Budha Madho Sahi, the deputy ieader of
the mission, interpreters Satar Miya, Mani Ram
Lama and Narayan Tewari, letter writer Khadananda
Padhya, Omrao Kashi Gurung, Talabdar Mahamad
Ali, Dhakre (unemployed) Kishun Karki and
Narendra Karki, and twenty soldiers."* Here it should
be mentioned that by 1795, King Ran Bahadur Shah
had already assumed full power himself and had
dismissed Regent Bahadur Shah from all offices. In
order to impress upon the Ch'ing Emperor that he had
assumed full power himself from Regent Bahadur
Shah, King Ran Bahadur Shah collected several
things to present to the new Ch'ing Emperor Chia
Ch'ing from various parts of Nepal as well as from
different parts of India such as Patna, Banaras and
Calcutta. The mission of 1795, which carried five-
yearly presents and special presents to the new Ch'ing
Emperor Chia Ch'ing on the occasion of his ascent to

the throne, left for Peking bearing various types of
presents, including different types of palanquins,
such as Khadkhadiya, Myana and Palaki, of
extraordinary fineness. Four elephants and four
horses from Nepal's Tarai area were also sent to
Lhasa via Bhutan en route to Peking.'¢
KaziNarsingh Gurung reached Lhasaon Bhadra
Sudi 6, 1852 B.S. (1795) and the Nepalese mission
left Lhasa for Peking on Bhadra Sudi 15, 1852 B.S.
(1795). The Nepalese mission, which handed over an
arjiand presents to the new Ch'ing Emperor, remained
at Peking for thirty-five days'”. The 1795 Nepalese
mission had carried nineteen items as ordinary
presents and thirty one items as special presents to the
new Ch'ing Emperor'®. It was given a very warm
welcome in Peking. The mission members were
entertained through the Chinese plays and dances.
Being happy with the Nepalese mission, the Ch'ing
Emperor awarded Tog (Crown) of the first rank and
a Parwana to King Rana Bahadur Shah. The Ch'ing
Emperor also awarded red Tog (Crown) of the second
rank and plume of peacock feathers to Kazi Narsingh
Gurung. Besides that the Nepalese Kazireceived five
pieces of Khaki, five pieces of Sijyapurima, five
pieces of Shashi, five pieces of Nusi, 100 taks of
silver, four pieces of glass utensils, four pieces of
porcelain utensils and eight thermos flasks'®. Along
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with the other members of Nepalese mission, Kazi
Narsingh had also received tea as presents from the
Ch'ing Emperor™.

While returning from Peking, Kazi Narsingh
Gurung halted at Tarchindeo due to illness. He halted
at Lhasa for one week only?' and seemed to have
reached Kerung by Bhadra, 1853 B.S. (1796)*. The
Chinese and Tibetan officials escorting the Nepalese
delegation returned from Kerung, and they were
given some presents by the Nepalese missionZ,
Interestingly the Chinese Ambans had stated King
Rana Bahadur Shah to be kind enough towards Kazi
Narsingh Gurung for he had worked hard for the
promotion of Nepal-China relations. Kazi Narsingh
had maintained good rapport with the Chinese Ambans
at Tibet even in future. He seemed to have made great
efforts at Peking for promoting and strengthening
Nepal-Chinarelations?*, Here it should be mentioned
that Kazi Narsingh had played an important role in
the signing of the peace agreement between Nepal
and China in 1792. As such he was duly recognized
by King Rana Bahadur Shah as well as by the Chinese
Commander Fu-k'ang-an®,

According to the Royal Nepal Army Head-
quarters' documents, it seems that the total cost of the
mission of 1795 was Rupees 39,220/72- 2 and not
29,220.2 as was mentioned by Manandhar and
Mishra,? and the regular five-yearly presents were
valued at Rs. 4,829° while the value of special
presents was fixed at Rs. 14,902!1!%, At the time of
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sending 1795 quinquennial mission to China, Nepal
also sent presents to the Chinese and Tibetan
authorities, such as the Chinese Ambans, the Potala
(Dalai) Lama, Lama of Digarcha (Shigatse), Chuii of
Digarcha, Talloye (Chinese officials) of Tingari,
Dhewas (Tibetan officials) of Kuti, Chundu (Governor
or Viceroy) of Sinthaya (Sindafu ?), the four Kajis of
Lhasa, Lama of Sakya, Chundu of Chindafu®.
Interestingly, in spite of his dismissal from all offices,
through this mission of 1795 ex-Regent Bahadur
Shah sent presents to the Ch'ing Emperor, perhaps
with the hope of gaining the Emperor's sympathy.
The Ch'ing Emperor did not accept Bahadur Shah's
presents though, on the grounds that it was against the
Ch'ing court’s custom to receive presents from persons
not holding ‘any government posts. Although the
Ch'ing Emperor returned the presents sent by Bahadur
Shah with thanks, in the meantime, he sent presents
to ex-Regent Bahadur Shah and King Ran Bahadur
Shah through this mission of 1795%. Besides other
items as presents, the Ch'ing Emperor had also sent
eight and four jars of tea to King Rana Bahadur Shah
and ex-Regent Bahadur Shah respectively®'.

The importance of the mission of 1795 lies in
the fact that it was not only the first Nepalese
quinquennial mission to go to Peking two years
before the scheduled time, but also that it was the first
Nepalese mission to carry at one time the usual five-
yearly presents as well as special presents on the
occasion of the Ch'ing Emperor's ascent to the throne.
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Significantly enough, the members of 1795 mission
had an audience with the Ch'ing Emperor Chia Ch'ing
twenty five times®, the highest number of such
audiences ever granted to any Nepalese
complimentary five-yearly mission. It was also the
last Nepalese mission to carry elephants and horses
as presents to the Ch'ing Emperor. Afterwards Nepal
stopped sending elephants and horses as presents to
the Ch'ing Emperor as per the Chinese Ambans'
instructions of not sending those animals as presents
to the Ch'ing Emperor realizing the difficulty of
sending them to China.
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(In this Arji to the Chinese Emperor, King Ran
Bahadur Shah has mentioned the sending of the
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Nepalese mission to China under the leadership of
Kazi Dev Dutta Thapa).

* Source : Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), Kathmandu, Poka
No. Pa. 64.
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(In this letter to the Chinese Emperor, King Ran
Bahadur Shah has mentioned Symarpa Lama as the
main cause of the conflict and requested the circulation
of pure coins in Tibet).
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(The detailed list of ordinary and special
presents sent along with the 1795 Nepalese
quinquennial mission to China under the
leadership of Kazi Narsingh Gurung.)

¥+ Source : MRA, Poka No. Pa. 64.
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(Thedetailed expenses and list of the presents
given to the Chinese officials escorting the
Nepalese mission of 1795 up to Kerung).
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