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(Continued)

"NEPAL

The kingdom

Nepal is an independent kingdom situated
1o the North of India, on the southern slope of
the Himalayas; She consists in a narrow band
of territory which runs parallel to the chain,
She measures about 800 Kilometres in lepgth
and an average of 160 kilometres in width. She
extends from 78 to 86' of longitude East, co-
mes in contact in the South East 26* 25¢ of lati-
tude North, and goes beyond 30° at her extre-
mity in the North— West. She is included be-
tween the British possessions Sikkim and Tibet.
Since the treaty of Segowlie (1816) and the
convention of 1860, the boundary between Ne-
pal and British India follows in the west the
course of the kali, to the south the Hillocks of
“*Gres”’ (Sandstone) parallel to the Himalaya
and the marshy lands of the Terrai cut out in
three sections, in the East the stream of the
Mechi and the 16ft§peaks of Singalila which
border on Sikkim In the North, the frontier of
Tibst, almost unknown, seems fairly badly de-
fined; it losses itself in the inaccessible solitu-
des of glaciers and only takes a definite out-
line in the neighbourhood of the passes, now
runping without and now running within the
“Tibetian plateau as the case may be,

In spite of the revolutions and conquests
which have upset the neighbouring countries,
India and Tibet, Nepal has remained for many
genuaries almost unchangeable in her tradition-
al limits, Nature herself had outlined them cle-
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ar and sharp. In the North the Himalayas-
straightens up her colossal mass, crowped with
giant peaks. The few passes which cross the-
mountain and which scales over the plateau of
Tibet, are only passable from may to september;:

*snow obstructs them seven months in the year,

and the traveller who venturés in the right sea-
son even then runs a thousand risks. The ava-.
lanche threatens him, the precipice awaits himj
he is compelled to cling on to rocks, to hang on-
the taut ropes over abyeses, to ascend hights of
4000 to 5000 metres. In the south on the bords
ers of Hindustan, the low lying lands of the Ter- -
rai, are still more dreadful; the waters coming
down theineighbouring slopes are held up and
stagnate in their basin of clay at the foot of
the mountains; these waters are laden with pu--
trified vegetable matter. Deadly malaria is pre--
valent in the damp atmosphere, nine months in-
the year, from march to november, and drives.
away man, as well as the Hindu of the plains.
and the mountaineer of Nepal; in winter the-
herds of the neighbouring disiricts are sent to-
graze on the rich grass; but when the spring -
sets in the jungle is roamed by wild beasts.
Only a few scattered groups of cursed races, .
last vestiges of humanity, have been able to-
live in this coun'try of pestilence and death. Be-
hind the terrai, nature has prepared other defe-
nsive lines: an endless forest of sals is connec~-
ted with the Hillocks of Gres and covers the
slopes; the tall trunks of the vigorous trees.
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-spring up from the whitish and dusty sojl and
under their opaque umbrage swarm at their
-ease, elephants, tigers and rhinoceroses; man
-only makes an appearance in the cold season to
‘hunt, or to cut down the valuable wood. Bet-
‘ween the “Hillocks of Gres”” and the first risi-
ngs of the Himalaya, the ground bends back
and runs into valleys parallel to the chain the
.altitude varies between 700 and 800 metres;

“malaria ravages the place and contaminates the -

air. Temporary villages and garrisons take up

their position from November to March; at the:

inevitable time, they all flee from the “Aoul”
the deadly fever.

Beyond the valley of the Dhouns and the
Marrs, the mountain suddenly and abruptly,
springs up and rises in tiers upon tiers of pow-

erful steps to the bylwarks of ice which shuts

-out the horizon. At first sight it seems a formi-
dable chaos of summits, Plateaus, valleys, with-
~out unity arrangement or system. Nepal is still
-only agrographical region, defined by natural
xboundarxes A close abservation brings, out mto
‘promigence, out of this inspiring and stupend-n
Qus.Mass, the harmomous fra;me work of a real
Qrgamsm The inn umerable streams wh10h flow
-down hapazardly in this mountainous labyrln-
“th, leIde into three great basins which resem-
rceg Spnngs Up.trom th,e T b.e,t_ld.n h.clgh.ts cul,s
by erosion, the line of the giant peaks, penetr-
,.-;;es into Nepal, and gathers a portion of the
local drainage At the foot of the Hillocks of
‘S.an'dstone it encounters a fan of tributaries too,
.slow ‘Iowmg to cut themselves a passage, abs-
orbs them crosses the detile, then the Terral,
.and flows out Illd_]ebthdl,ly into the pains in fer-

1th tbose of the Ghara or Sutlej enters Nepal
'by the Takla Khar or Yarl pass, or Sarda on
British sonl talges then the namg of Gogra and
carr.es to the Ganges all the waters that flow
betWeep the Nandadevn (7820 metres) and thq
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Dhaulagiri (8180 metres): The seven tributarje
es of the Gandaki spread out between the Dha~-
ulagiri and the Gosainthan (8059 metres.) The
Tirsuli, the most eastern, is also the most volu-
minous, she flows out of Tibet through the kir-
ong pass, and swelled up by six other rivers her
sisters by name and sacredness, crosses the
hnlls at Tribeni Ghat to flow into the Ganges
in front of Patna. The whole of Eastern Nepal,
from Gosainthan to Kanchamjanga (8580) me-
tres over 28000 feet) pours her waters in seven
tributaries of the kusi: two of them derive the-
ir sources in Tibet the Botia kusi, which enters
Nepal by the Kusi pass,and the Arun which
drains a large basin on the Tibetian plateau®
hefore entering Nepal by the Hatja pass. Bro-*
ught under control in one bed, the seven kuw;
fall in cataracts from the “Rillocks of Gres™
into the plain and pursiie their 1mpetu0us cop=
rse in a net work of capricious arms, to their -
confluence with the Ganges. Between the regi+
on of the seven Gandakis and the region of the®
seven kusis is, a basin of moderate size and’
small drainage but of original aspéct. The Bag-?
mati (Vagmati) which gathers up the waters,’
does not'flow out of the chain” proper; she de--
rivés hér sourcé half-way beétween the loltyi
Himalayas and the “Hillocks of Gres” from"
the folds of a buttress which overhanga the
right bank of the malamchl kusi and the left"
bank of the frrsull Gandalu, escapes gettmg
mmgled with her powerful netghboura, and-ca-
rries herself to the Ganges, the tribute of the
sacred watérs. Hardly at birth the’ Bagmatl
flows through a spacious valley twenty  five -
Kllometres long by alxteen kllometres large,,
unruffled lrke the plain, but Surrounded on "all‘,
sides by mountam W'llls of 2500 3000 metres,
only one narrow breach open in the south,
allows an outlet to the hlgher waters. Fertlle
and sparkllng, the foster valley shelters wnhout
encumbrance three hundred thousand mhabl*
tants aprosporous capltal

two large towns;
populous boroughs large v1llages, plantauons
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“Higlds, and groves. The alutude of 1300 19 1400, |

metres, 1s tog hlgh for Aoul too low for SHOW;

—in wmter the breeze blows salubrrous wnthout
a stmg, in summer the netghbourmg forests and

“fthe glaciers beyond allay the troplcal heat the
average temperature fluctuates between 10’:
(Thls is ceptlorade) in January apd 25° in July
w1thout m trked dally variations. Fertlle clear:

. and tortuous streams cuts mto the alluvxal soil

: and often deepen thetr beds and enlarge them '

too much the coplously watered glves splen-
dld crops the other cereals leave nothmg to
w1sh for. The orange tree the plne apple tree

: and the banana tree glve deltcrous frutis. The

snmple and agreeable ltle tends to refme the

: rnmd In the south the barrlers that close the

appgoach to the armles of Indta allow the. ‘pasa-
-ge by a slovy and sure mlxltratton the beneftts
of the Hlndu ctv1llzatron, of the arts llteratu—
res I‘ellglous and of the soll order In the north,

: two passes, one practlcable even to horses open‘

he easiest way and the most frequented one
between Indla and Lhasa To the East and to
the wcst easy deﬁles lead to the lateral valley

of the Gandakts and the ku51s It ls here _that
. the conttast 1s sharp, mountamous dlstrlcts
. deep valleys w1ld defllles, steep slopes wtth pra-
-cttcally no soul where water flows Jin torrents

: auol affllcts the shallow waters, in wmter the‘
snow covers the higher grounds, The aborigi-

nal population dtspersed at random with the

-scantv cultivations, ltves in hovels, often in

‘halfnomadtc fashron The towns clmgmg to

: the mountain sndes are mere strugglmg vtllages'

w1th a market and a castlestronghold An opp-

'resswe feudallsm partttlons the. country. The
) b'tSm of the Karnalt is the territory of the twe-:

nty two Rajas (Baisi Raj); the seven-Gandakis
“is the terrltory of the twenty - four Rajas (chau-
blSI Rd‘]) ‘The semi-barbarous tribes of the
seVen Kusis have only a rudimentary organisa-
~tiont of the Clans. The central valley was natu-
raliy-designated to be the seat. uf hegemony.-
“The poweF that-prevails is sure to obtrude, by-
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the superlorlty ,of ns resources th,e chaotlc and.

undxscnphned mass of nelghbourmg prmcrpall—
ties. He can at lelsure extend tow1rds the east
and the west as far as the nature of the s01l

the necessxtxe_s Qf rethualhng anq the dlfftcult-
ies of commumcauons will allow These bound-t
aries have practlcally, remamed unchanged‘
and the attempts by the Gurkhas at the begm-

ning o of the XIXth century, to absorb Slkkrm‘f
on the one hand and 1<urnaon on the other

have latled The valley and the kmgd om are soj
closely sol dary that the same name has served

the purpose of destgnatmg them both; but off'l-'

ual procedure whlch is more prectse dl:[lnglll-
shes them it gtves ‘to the kmgdom the name of
Ghorkha Raj “kmgdom of the Ghurkas” and
1n untson with the local custom exclustvely re-
serves to the valley the destgnatron of Nepal.
Outs1de Nepal properly speaktn‘g, the country
is. known on hearsay; never has the European
visited the mountainous reglons whlch extend
to the east and west of the central valley But
a look cast on the map of the kmgdom as- it
has been drawn up by the trlgonometnca] sef-
vice of India, revea Is the state of actual know-
ledge. Vast spaces are left blank. The sertes of
altitudes that are marked out mdtcate the sum-
mumits.that have been measured by calculatton
by careful slghung from the Brttlsh terrttory,
the capricious lines, in which are gradually ars-
ange at problematic distancts, names and loca—
lities, denote the information gathered by the
Anglo- Ind1au spy system by the help of Hmdu
Pundits whom it employed as secret agents or
as recruited mercenaries in the British regtme-
nts. The past of these confused regions is not.
‘better known than the soi] itself; archaeology,
epigraphy have still to be created; the scanty
informations sq far gathered come from suspj-
cious indjgenes and from tardy documents The
valley all one, visited, observed and studted for
a century, belongs to science.

- The valley of Nepal
The valley ot Nepal (Nepala) opens out
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half-way between the plains of Hindustan and
the high summits of the Himalayas. She assu-
mes the shape of a fairly regularl oval, elonga-
ted in the same direction as the chain. The gre-
at axle, from East to West measures almost
twenty five Kilometres; Small axle, from north
to South almost sixteen Kilometres, The North-
ern slopes support themselves against the tran-
sversal ridge of the Himalaya projected by Go-
sainthan (7714 metres) and which culminates
in the Dayabhang or Jibjibia (7244 metres) at
an equal distance from the defiles of Kirong
and kuti, between the waters of the kosis and
those of the Gandakis. Once upon a time a
vast lake covered, so they say, the whole valley
the intervention of a divinity opened a breach
and an outlet to the waters, and given the soil
to man, The aspect of Nepal explains the lege-
nd. The mountains, rising around in an enclo-
sed circle even conceal the narrow defile which
allows the escape in the south of the local drai-
nage. Their summits compared to the giants of
the Himalayas, have only a modest altitude of
2000 to 3000 metres. A thick vegetation covers
them to the pinnacles. Buropean trees and esp-
ecially the oak rise up in tiers above the tropi-
cal trees, Mount Manichur {Manicuda) occu-
pies the north-castern extremity of the valley.
A chain Sheopuri (Civapuri) of 2500 metres in
height, and thence to mount kokni of kukani;
behind this curtain are unexplored valleys whi-
ch are crowned in the distance by the white
line of snow and ice. The imposing mass of Na-
garjun (Nagarjuna) rises up in front ot kokni
towards the west/ south-west. The depression
which lies between offers a convenient passage
between Nepal and the valley of Nauakot (Na-
vakuta) her natural annexe. In the west, the
Dhochok, a range of undulaing hills which do-

“es not attain the height of 1800 metres, conne-

cts the lesser western chain of the Nagarjun to
the breastwork of the Chandragiri (Chandra-
giri). The tributaries of the Tirsuli Gandaki
which come down its western slops, open a se-
cond means of communication between Naya-
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kot and Nepal. The Chaodragiri rises in steeps-
slopes at the south-western corner of the valley
the road to India crosses its escarpments, trav-
erses the line of summits at a short distance
from the pinnacle (a little less than® 25(0 - met--
res) and comes down again the Southern slopes.-
at the village of chitlaung, in the valley of the
“Small-Nepal”. The Chadragiri is welded tow-
ards the South-East, to the Champadevi (Cam- -
padevi). The lateral valiey which runs along- -
side their opposite southern slopes has often-
been visited by European travellers up to the--
close of the XVIIIth century; their unanimous. .
testimony bears to the conclusion of it being a -
narrow, painful and miserable gorge. Between
Champadevi and mount Mahabbarat (Maha--
bharata opens out the breach of Kotpal (or
Kotval) only cleft in this vast wall of mountai-
ns and just large enonugh to allow the flow of
the river Bagmati. The Mahabharat if in itself”
only a buttress of the Phulchok. The Phulchok
is the heighest of pinnaclss that overlook the :
valley; Its altitude is exactly 3000 metres. In
short, on the Eastern side, mount. Mahadeo--
pokhei (Mahadevapuskarini) stretches out be-
tween Phulchok and Mahadeo-pokhri leads .
the way from Eastern Nepal to the Valley of
Banepa, which historical remembrances, direc= -
tly assosciate, like Nayakot, to the history of
Nepal.

The valley of Nepal (seen from Chagu-Na-~
rayana). The Bagmati (Vagmati) gathers alk:
the waters that come down these slopes to irri-
gate Nepal. It rises on the Northern slopes of -
the Sheopuri, flows at first in a deep gorge be- -
tween the sheapuri and the Manichur, falls io.
cascades in the valley, meanders; then swollen:.
up by numerous tributaries, the torrent beco-
mes a river, forces a passage for the first time -
at the foot of the hills en which stands chobb-
ar, takes a direction towards the southern risi- -
ng of the valley, finds an outlet and escapes. .
through the Kotpal breach and then penetrates...
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an entirely unknown region, which contradic-
tory reports have represented now as impracti-
cable and now as easily accessible; it reaches
the “Hillocks of Gres’ at Hariharpur, crosses
the Terrai, flows into British territory, drags
its now slackend waters through irregalar can-
als and falls into the Ganges below stream  at
Monghyr, mingles with the tributaries of the
Gandaki and the Kosi. :

The principal Nepalese tributary of the Ba-
gmati is the Bitsnumati (Visnumati) which
rises on the southern flank of the Sheopury,
follows fairly evently the foot of the mountains
and pours out into the Bagmati nearly in the
centre of the valley. The other streams are oniy
bumble brooklets during the dry season; their
religious importance compels their mention: On
the right bank the Dhobi-Khola and the Takh-
ucha, on the left bank the Manhaura (Mano-
hara) or the Maumati (Manimati) which rises
in mount Manichur, the Hanmati {Hanumati)
which rises in the Mahadeopokhari and the
Nikhu which comes from the Phalchok,

All these streams are characteristic of one
another; rising outside the region of snows, fed
by tribataries, they suddenly increase in voly-
me in the rainy weather; the brookiet of the
day before then becomes a gushing torrent
which easily cuts itself a vast bed in the aljuyj-
al soil. In the course of time the bed, continu-
ally deepened, takes the aspect of a drain ban-~
ked on both banks by high walls. Once the
rainy season is over, there remains only a rjbe
bon of water lost in the sands, The Bagmati
alone flows plentifully throughtout the year
and its guishing and loud waters have earned
it the title “The Talkative”, ’

On this fertile land, humanity swarms, De~
files suddenly disclose the valley and the surp-
rised gaze contemplates an immense garden
made picturesque by. gay little buildings. In
and out of the sparkling fields and leafy groe
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ves, hamlets, boroughs and towns spread their
roofs with upturned corners overlooked by the
tapering pyramids of the wooden temples ‘with
their dazzling golden arrows. The charm of the
scenery is unforgettable. The Capuchin missin-
aries of the XVIIIth century show signs of their
wonderment The P. Marco Della Tomba, who
has not visited the country but who gathered
informations and impressions from his associ~
ates writes: ““after crossing other small mounta=
ins covered with trees, one finds the valley of
Nepal, ‘“Valley bellissima” (The grandest of
valleys) which seems at first sight, of gold,
with all its golden pagodas and palaces
The Valley benefits by a mild and salubrious
breeze; she abounds with all kinds of victuals;
one finds nearly every fruit that is common to
Europe.! A century early, the jesuit Grueber
was just brief in a practical way; “Nepal abou-
nds in all things that are necessary for the sus-
taince of life”” On a surface of 700 square kilo=
metres, the population approaches 500000
souls?, or otherwise a density of 700 inhabita-
nts persquare Kilometre. In a region without
industry. One half of the Population lives, gat-
hered together in the towns and boroughs; the
other half js dispersed in innumerable hamlets,
which it would be fastidious and vain to attem-
pt to enumerate,

The chief town of Nepal is Kathmandu, seat
of the Government and the capital of the kings
dom Kathmandu is not the most ancient town
of Nepal; without alluding to anterior capitals
which have disappeared, Patan surpasses In
antiquity her triumphant rival. Tradition fixes
the creation of Kathmondon in the year 3824
after the Kali~Yaga- 724 J.C.) and this seems
plausible. On a certain day, according to the
chronicle, is the king Gunakama was fasting in
honour of Maha-Laxmi, the goddess appeared
to him in a dream and directed him to build a
town at the junction of the Vishnumati and the
Vagmati, on a spot which the presence of num-
erous divinties had already consecrated. The




town was o have the curved form of the “Kha~
dga”, the cimitar which the sapgninary Devi
brandished in- one of her muitiple hands again-
st her terrificd adversaries®; the town was to co-
ntain {8000 Louses and every daya bussiness
trapsaction of 100000 rupees was to take place.
The new town rteceived at first the name of
Kanti-Pura *Town of Grace*” She suffered
from the 1ong period of feudal amarchy which
Nepal underwent in the middle ages, and form-
ed for many centuries a sort of oligarchical, fe-
deration, alike the celebrated Vaigali in the ti-
me of Buddha.

Twelve nobles (Thakuries) wielded the pow-
er in the title of rajas. Ratna Malla took posse-
ssion of the town at the end of the XVth cen-
tury, owing to the magical power of a prescrip-
tjion which he had disloyally learnt of his father
and especially owing to an unscrupulous perfi-
dy; won the chief official of the Thakuris
(‘Kaji’, cady) on his side, had them poisoned in
the course of a banquet, assinated his accompl-
ice and proclaimed himself king. He created
the dynasty Malla of Kathmandon, ard which
lasted till the Gurkas conquest. A century after
Ratna Malla, under the region of Laksmi Nara
:Sinha 'MaTla, a miraculous erection sprang up
in the capital. An ordinary individual had reco-
gnized, in the crowd which followed the proce-
ssioh of Matsyendra Natha, the Tree-of-Wisher
{Kalpavrksa) in person come down as a vulgar
idler to admire the spectacle; he sprang on the
divine visitor, maintained him a prisoner and
asked for ransom a singular favour; his admi-
tjon was to construct with one ttee only a shel-
ter for wandering monks. The Tree-of-Wishes
gave his word and stood by it; ‘with the wood
of one tree alone, they were able to build a
spacious edifice, which is still in existence and
remains dedicated to her original use; it stands
in the neighbourhood of elegant temples which
face the Darbar along a paved road which leads
to the Bitsnumati. The justifiable fame of this
thiraculous outhouse gave the towna change
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of name; they called her ever since then, (Kast.-.
ha-Mandap Market place of wood) in Sanscrit
in colloquial language Kathmandu, which the
Europeans have made into Cadmendu (Grueb-
er) Kathmandu, {Kirkpatrick) Kathmandu
{Hamilton), etc. outside the Indian language,
the town is disignated under quite different na-
mes. The Nevars call her Yin (-daise), after
Kirkpatriek; Tinya, after Bhagvanlal®; the Tib-
etains according to Georgi) s Jang—bu-br Ja-he.

1 ignore the real equivalent of Ja-he; Jang-
bu is only an altered transcription of Yam-pu
“name of Nepal’s ancient capital, also applied
in the use of Eastern Tibet to Kathmandu 8 It
is this name that the Chinese have transcribed
by Yang pou”. Kathmandu is also known in
Tibetian under the npame of Kho bom.® Besides
Jaschke mentions as a periphrase sometimes
employed instead of Kho-bom. Klui phobran,
“the palace of Naga”’; the explains the meaning
of this name by the treasure of precious metals
which they believe to be.abounding in the regi-
onal but in studying the religion of Nepal one
can see the important part the Nagas re-appe-
ars in the name attributed by the Mogul Bodhi-
mor to the palace of Amcuvarman, King of
Nepal in the VIIth. century: Kukum Glui®: and
the first element of this designation appears, in
a Chinese story, as the very name of Kathman-
dou.” Kou-K’ou-mon This!® name may be co-
npected with the name of Gongool-putten (Go-
ngul pattana) which signifies Kathmandou “In
ancient books’ from informations by Kirkpa-
trick. :

Under the Mallas, Kathmandou prospered
and spread rapidly. In the XV{lith cenfury the
Capucin friars attributed her to a total of 18000
houses of families;1? this is exactly, too exact
even, the figure predicated by the goddess Lak-
smi. Kirkpatrick mentions without admitting a
still higher figure. Under the last Malla of Kat-
bmandou, Jaya Prakaca, the town was suppsoed
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:-go.zqontaiti 22000 houses. 1t one takes into con-

sideration the great number of children in Nep-
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alese families and the inbabitants in each hou-

8¢, one must multiply the said number by 10
{This is the average accepted by Kirkpatrick):
but it is evident that so considerable a popula-
tion would not have been able to live in the in-
terior of a'town which measures one square kil<
ometre and which is congested with numerous
temples: the inhabitants of the boroughs and
villages (to the number of 9712 without taking
into account secondary localities) governed by
Kathmandou and situated.-in the valley, - have
certainly been included in this approximate
census

At the present moment, the population of
Kathmandou may be 40000 souls: acknowled-
ged as a capital by the Ghurka kings, since the
creation of the dynasty, she regained under the
new administration all she had lost through her
ancient rivals, The town of the Mallas has not,
however, changed her aspect in the interior of
her white enceinte: she has retained the old da-
rbar which is by itself a town in the centre of
tpe town, with her buildings restored or enlar-
ged, the high golden pagodas which stand out
and overlord them, her fifty courts separated
by low doors and oblique . corridors, each one
reserved for the princes, for the womenp, for the
house, for the elephants, for the spectacles, for
the ceremonies, for the monk, for the menials:

She has retained her picturesque temples
erected by the Mallas or during their reign: she
has retained her narrow streets that obscure,
filthy and swarming, where the footpath is only
é. track between two ditches of stagnant dirt.
The only road paved with stones crosses obli»
quely the town from east to west as far as the
bridge of the Bisnumati, and runs alongside
the darbar. The decrepit houses still show on
she unplastered bricks of their facade, their ba-
Iconies and the decorated woodwork of their

‘§tands on which the truculent fancy of a joyous

imagination has carved out peacocks, nymphs
nagas, elepbaats, flowers, leaves and erotic
moastrosities. The ground floor is higher than
usual, the shops, Kkewise open on the road: the.
merchant or the artisan, crouching, while wait-
ing for clients, speaks, works and smokes his
short pipe: higher up two or three stories which
ladders and trap/dobrs serve in place of a stai-
rcase: here there are overhanging rooms which
a narrow window lights and airs with a
one piece wooden venetain that makes it airti-
ght in the cold weathgr: pelimell in the confu-
sion of these miserable interiors, are found - fa-
milies, sordid, in rags, fed on garlic and farme-
nted radish, The town also retains her monast-
eries of old curefully connected to the road by
a narrow and low corridor. The commission of
publié ways has preserved the traditional divie
sion in “tols” little groups of houses under one
name wnich formed at one time a unit of com-
bat; each one.of the city gates. As of old and
with more soverity, the low castes and the out-
castes were excluded form town: butchers curr-
iers, sweepers, and the whole group of despised
corporations enclose the town with a nauseous’
circle.

The new Kathmandu grew up further away,
in the outskirts of the suburbs. At the north-
eastern angle, the king (Dhirajadhiraja) lives
in his new palace, stucco-worked and daubed-
hybrid combinatiens of Greece, of Rome, of
England and of India: The Mayor of the pala-
ce (Maharaja) has erected near the prince
whom he holds in turelage, a palace of the sa-
me style lighted by electricity: vast gardens
surrounded by walls conceal these buildings
from the public gaze. At the south-eastern ang:
le the igtricate buildings of Thapathali spread
out and the palace erected- by the celebrated
minister Jang Bahadur at the middle of the
XIX century. Between these two groups of co-
nstructions lies a vast open field. This is the
magnoeuvring ground where the whole day and.




the whole after-noon:the Ghurka recruits “exe-
rcise, initiated into commands so-called English
by instructors who- are not linguists. To the
north of this Hindu “Camp--de--Mars’’, the
tank of Rani--Pokhri, dug out Inthe XVII th.
century and at one time
tempels; Jang bas levelled them and has impri-
soned the pond by a deep wall, a narrow path
feads from the western edge to the central pav-
ilion which discolses one of the most. beautiful
sights in the world, Pagodas, Chapels, caityas,
ancient or modern monumental or rudimen-
tary, form a chain all along this large quadrila-
teral. The new administation has left here elo-
quent touches of her beneficail period; in front
of Rani--Pokhri, towards the west, the Darbar
has created (or instituted) a kind of Nepalese
college (Durbar School) where Sanpscrit and
Enpglish are tought side by side, tradition and
. mordern life, likewise. Behind and to the North,
the hospital. The barrcks, the military work
houses the arsenals, form the counterpart, tow-
ards the South, to the institutions of education
and charity; In the space between, rises: the
white stoned column, of 75 metres in height

which the minister Bhim has had eracted tows

ards 1835; one can climb up te it by meuns of
a snail--like ladder; but the view which is sudd-
enly disclosed on the summit, largely repays
the trouble of climb. '

The road that skirts the manoeuvring field
leads towards the Nosth, to the British resid-
ence by the suburb of Thamel and by a large
prairie where the young Ghurkas love to train
their horsrs. The residence is situated on a
plateau which gradually slopes down to the
East towards the Tukhucha, to the west tow-
ards the Bisnumati. The house of the resident,
a sort of cottage on Indo-gothic style, and sur-
rounded by a magnificient park of a predomi-
pant sombre verdure due to the -gaint pines;
this little spot.of ground which the Ghurkas
considered barren, haunted and insalubrious,
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corner of BEurope: the kitchen--garden even
supplies in abundance all the vegetables of the

" west. The doctor of the residence lives in -ano- *

rther cattage, a  little smaller, near-the reside-
nce. A company of seopys in the employment
of the British Government is installed in.bunt-
ings. The company is instructed to - protect-the
person and the goods of the resident and to for-
bid access to the ground conceded. The: ofiices
of the residence. situated in a small annexe,
employ a small personel: two Hindu writers
and a Nevar interpreter who translates in Hins
dustani, papers and documents written out -in
the indegenous languages. of Nepal. At one
time the post had Amrtanada as titular, the ce-
lebrated Buddhist Pundit, who taught Hodgson
and helped him in his researches; since then,
his decendents have occupied the post from
father to son, but without having inherted the
grand father’s knowledge; I have only intervi-
ewed in 1898, in colonel sWylie’s caxﬁp which
he accmpanied, Indranada son of Gunapada;
The man did not trouble to give me list of 'his'
acquirements, His son, hig coadjutor and his
designated successor Mitrananda (Maitréyana-
nda) is cerainly full of  zeal and good will; he
has even studied the Latin alphabet.” But-'to
bear the title of Pundit, he has done well 't 6 be
born in Nepai and in a Buddhist Commu-
nity: ’

The residence still owes three appendéges;
the hospital, the post-office, the bungalow. The
hospital reserved as a matter of fact to the i)er-
sonel of the Residence, is however, open to the
sick from outside. The British medical officer
has a-Bengali doctor for assistant who concilia-
tes in a large eclecticism western. science and
“ayourvedic” methods. The post-office is the
only intermediary between the whole of Nepal
-and the countries of postal union; it is° man-
‘aged by a Hindu Babu who succeeds -marvell-
-ously in extricating himself from the .confusion

3
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of addresses, polygolt and polygrapic. Post ru-

ners with little bells (dark--runaers). arranged

at differeot stages, daily: - carry ‘the inails in a
bag between Kathmandu and Segauli- the Jast

office of the British . territory oxi the road. to

Nepal. The Darbar has always refused the aut-
harisation to instal.telegraply. The modest th-
ough large enough bungalow, shelters .t:rave‘lling
guests, Indian on a_ . mission or officials sent
from the plains for the accidental needs of the
Residence' Engineers architects, etc. A body—
guard of Ghurukas watches the gates of the Ri-

sidence, at the entrance of the only road which

is practicable to carriages.

A bridge of bricks thrown across the Bagm-
ati, to the south of Kathmandu quite close to
Thapathali, connects the suburb of the capital
to the suburb of Patan. Facing Kathmandu, a:-
tive, rejuvenated and lourishing stretches Patan
the capital of the past, of extinct splendours
and of dying memories; it is the town of the
subjugated Nevars and of vanquished Buddh-
ism. Her original people date back from distant
cénturies.'King Vira deva, who is known as her
founder, was crowned, so they say, in the year
3400 of the era of Kali Yuga (=300 J. C,). But
in the traditional list of Nepalese kings Vira
deva follows Amcuvarman who reiggcd about
630 J. C. and precedes Narendra deva who rec-
ived Chinese amassadors about 646, The deta-
"s.of‘ the narration is worth the chronolegy: An
honest man, pious, and a devotee, who earned

his liviog in selling differen_; herbs, would gat-

ber them every day at the Beautiful Woods
(Lalita--vana), then he would return to the Ca-
pital where reigned Vira deva. His ugliness
made him popular; one would w1sh him as an
acqualntance, on the way. Ope bnght day,
whlle he was collecting his herbs, he was sudd-

enly seized with intense thirst; he throws down

the rod on which hung his baskets, to run in
search of water. He perceives a little pond
fresh and limid; he quenches his thirst, he bat-

hes in its waters, and revived, takes up his in-

terrupted wosk.

‘He attempts to' draw his rod near him. The
thing is stuck to the ground so much the worse;
he will do without it. He gathers his herbs in
his hands and gook back to town. Vera deva
who sees him passing by, fails to recognize him.
His uglmess is transformed to dazzling beauty
The Raja is amazed: be heneceforth. the Beaut-
iful (Lalita) he cried out, and he adopted hlm
as his favourite. The same night, a vision dlrcct
Vira deva to create on the enchanted spot, a
town which will be named ‘the Beautiful - Town
(Lalita pattana), He obeys hands over to Lahta
an enormous sum and sends him to build a
town large énough to accomodate 20000 inhabji-
tants. But the town surprassed his ambmous
hopes Under Vera d'cva, son of Narendra de-
va, Lalita—pattana replaces as a capital and
royal residence, the deserted town of Madhyal-
akhu. The VII th century was then only a little:
more than half spent. The choronicle seems to
have divided in two, the personages and events.
Vera deva, who builds Patan and Vira deva who
establishes his capital, must probably compnse
one and the same kmg The new town attained
the height of her glory: she lost her pame; the

town of Lalita became the town, the town ' ‘par

excellenc (Pattana Patan) The Nevars, in
their dialect, give the town, howevet, another
name. Horace de Penna’s epltaph in the Nevar
tongue, reproduced by George, represents this
name in Devanagaris characters by ‘Eladesa
the trascripition in Latin characters given by
Georgi Shows ‘Hela des’; the Latin trans]atlon
re--establishes the original designation. “in C1-
vitate Patanae Kirkpatrick writes: “Yulloo
daisj’ /, Writh, ‘Yalloudes1” The Tibetans have
adopted this appellation which they write “Ye.
Ran”; the Chmese, In imitatjon of the Tibetans
employ the form Ye--leng, Bhagavanlal mentijs
ons another designation in the Nevar tongue:
“Tinya--1a”" which he interprets in this way in
the direction (la) of Kathmandu (Tinya) in co-
ming from Bhatgaon,
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Patan remains, throughout the history of
Ncpal the fortress of an iudecile and turbulent
aristocracy. Towards the XIIth century, she had
as many kings as she had (tols) “groups of ho-
uses”. The dynasty of the Mallas expelled. the
- oligarchy of the Thakuris towards the middle
of the XIVih century. At the close of the XVIth
century. the town possessed élocal _dynasty,
brought into cxistence by the Malla kings of
Kathmandu; but the aristocracy which had long
governed the old town, remained staunch to
its souvenirs and its hopes. The struggles of t_h_é
nobility against the royal power culmigating in
the course of the XVIIth century ended up
with Ghurka conquest. As chieftain of kathma-
ndu, Prithbi Narayan immediately took posse-
ssion of Patan without a struggle, in 1768. At
this time Patan was still  the largest town in
Nepal and the kingdom of Patan possessed the
greatest spread of territory in the interior of the
valley. The capuchiu Friars basing themselves
on local estimation, attributed to the town
(with her suburbs, as in the case of Kathman-
du) a population of 24000 families.!®* Buddhism
predominated. Whilst Brahamanism acted as
a counterpart at Kathmandu and held it in ch-
eck at Bhatgaon (according to informations
frem Georgi), at Patan, the Buddhists compris-
ed the three-foutbs of the population, The
town was rife for plunder and at the same time
to rapacity and fanatism of the Ghurkas. Patan
has not risen from the disaster that befell her
the‘n. Pecay can be seen on the faces of the in-
habitants as well as on the facades of the buil-
dings. The Buddhists Nevar, mdustnous, delica-
te, refined, bows bis head under the Yoke and
assists powerless, impeverished, to the deplor-
able wreck of his temples, monasteries and pala-
ces.

Nature completes the work of men. But the
last remnants of a dying past, evoke dazzling
reminiscences. The place of the Darbar is a
marvellolm conception of work which defles des
scnpuon, under the capopy ofa bnght glow

£
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which does not dazzle, the royal palace spreads
out its facade, wrought, and carved, streaked-
indiscriminatly with coloures, where the .gold
the blue, and the red, light up the sombre and
dull tone of the wood-work; opposite, as conce=
ived by a caprice of the artist, a large wall of
stones reflecting with its whiteness, pillars gro-
wned with bronze images, open-worked colons
nades, temples of dream, light and frail, surro-
unded by a host of Chiemerae and griffine. I
shall speak again about this later regarding the
monuments of Patan, as these are éspecially in+
terestingin the history and study of Buddh-
ism.14 -

Bhatgaon, the third largest town in Nepal,
is situated fourteen kilometres cast of Kathma-
ndu. She is built on an undulating platean whi-
ch slopes down to the North-East towards the
Kansavati, to the South--West towards the Ha-
nmati, a little higher than the junctions of the
two streams. A long and large road, toé uneven
and too broken up to be practicable to vehicles.
connects her to Kathmandu. She is the last oné

in date of the great Nepalese towns. She was

_built by Ananda Malla, brother of Jaya deva

Malla who reigned over Patan and Kathmandu
and which tradition associates with the ‘birth
of the Nepalese Era, in 880 J. C. But the date
of Ananda Malla raises great chronologica) dif-
ficulties. Mr. Wright, without giving any clué
as to.the source of bis information, reckons the
foundation of Bhatgaon in 865, fifteen years
before the starting period of the Nepalese era.
In all things, as the case stands, we have here
a date of probability.

The founder of Bhatgaon is also credited to
have built besides, seven other towns, all situa-
ted in the valley of Banepa, the Eastern anmneéex
of Nepal; the building of the new capital marks
them the expansion towards the East of the va-
lley of the Indo-Nevar c1v1hzat1on Bhafgaon

is the metropolis of a kind of eastern colony.
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She has preserved this role. throughout ‘the wh-
ole history of Nepal. ‘While anarchy raged st
Kathmandu and at Patan, Bhatgaon . remained
‘the seat of. regular dynasties which extended
their authority in the East, outside the valley.
The family of Nanya deva, which held power
over:Nepal from the XIIth to the XIVth cent-
ury, is credited as baving reigned over Bhatg-
aon; but it is probable that the real power bel-
6ged to the Mallas as vassales; whilst Nanya
deva and his successors reigned at Simaraun-ga
rh in the Terrai. After the death of Yokas Mal-
la (14725 who had united the whole of Nepal
under his secptere. Bhatgaon and Banepa beca-
me the capitals of twa kingdoms; the kigndom
of Banepa had only a shortlived existence and
was completely swallowed up by the kingdom
of Bhatgaon at the end of a generation:. The
kings of Bhatgaon discovered by the force of
circumstangces their inabilitiy extend ia the val-
ley; they were in possession of oply one subrub
(Thimi), but they spread their domain outside
the valley right up to the Dudh--kosi in the East
and to the pass of kuti (which Kathmandu sna-
tched from them at the beginning of the XVI[
th century) in the North, When Nepal was.co-
nquered by the Ghurkas, Bhatgaon and less to
sutfer than her two trivals: the towa surrende-
red by treason, had not to hundergo a si:igc;
Prithivi Narayan who had lived for severa] ye-
ars at the court of the king Ranajit Malla trea-
ted him with respect and eveg proposed him to
préserve his throne; In short the population,
three-fourths Brahmanic, had at least the reli-
gious sympathies of the Ghurkas, And thus it
was that the town has kepta flourishing and
prosperous aspect: The roads are clean, well
kept, evenly paved with bricks; the markets
are driving a good trade; the spuares decorated
with 'splendid temples the darbar, smaller than
the one at Kathmandu, is more sumptuous; the
celebrated “Gate of Gold” which ornaments
the passage is purely a masterpiece of Nepalese
goldsmith’s art.
Bhatgaon includes in her literary tongue,

the name. of ““Bhaktapura”; -they also. call it
*Dharma-pattana” {The two of the Law). The
one and the other name most probably alludes
to the Bnahmanic;orthodoxy of theinhabitants,
The Nevars name it ‘Kuti-po’ (George). “Kho-
po” (daise) (Kirkpatrick) *$ The plan of Bhat-
gaon reproduces, ‘either the “damaru”, the
tambourine of Maha deva; or the “Cankha”
the corich of Visna: Her founder intended mak-
ing her a town of 12000 inhabitants; the mon-
ks, in the XVIIIth cetury, mention the same
number, which must be interpreted as in the
preceeding case. The real population of the to-
wn is estimated at between 30000 or 40000
sbuls.

" Besides these three large towns, the valley
of Nepal contains about sixty 'strong market~
towns, without alluding to simple villages' Ho-
wever, in spite of the brisk communications in
the valley, the nuber of roads is ludicrous.
From Kathmandu, a road 14 Xilometres long
and practicable to carriages leads to Thankot,
at the foot of the Chabdragiri pass; another,
about a leagug in length, leads to Balaji, at
the foot of the Nagarjun mountain, and alllows
the king to proceed in a carriage to the village
and the shooting grounds he owns; still another
leads to the foot of Syambunath; a highway
paved with stones, leads to the temple of Pacu-
pati; I have already given a description of the
road which conneets Kathmandu to Bhatgaon,
The remainder of tracks is in general compris-
ed; iafoot-paths, in trodden lanes on the gra.
ss. and to little embankments between the fig.
lds:-the best amengst'them could ot compete
W-ithét-he humblest of eur parish lanes,

iy

" The most westefn matket-town of Nepal, is
Thankot, where the road form India enters into
the valley. To the right of the road which joins
Thankot to Kathmandu, stands on ap abrupt
height the little town of Kirtipur which has too
well deserved by her misfortupes; the Gelebrity
which gave her the name of (Kirtipura, tqwn
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of Glory). Founded in the middle of the IXth
century by the king Sada Civa deva, she was
dependent on the kingdom of Patan but had
undoubtedly a local petty king; the summit of
the hill still shows the ruins of a darbar entirely
broken up. I'rithivi Narayan wanted, as a pre-
Jude to the conquest of Nepal, to lay hold of
Kirtipur, the inhabitants, helped by contingents
who hastened form all parts of the valley, repu-
Ised all the assaults; one of the Ghurka chiefs
was killed; the brother of Prithivi Narayan lost
an eye; the king himself escaped with his
life in flight. Renewed for three comsecutive
years, the attack always failed; eventlly treason
was the cause ef the town’s surrender the Ghu-
rkas; but entrenched in the citadel, the people
still resisted: Only the promise of a general
ammesty decided them to stop the fight. Then
the Ghurkas perjurer once again, ordered the
pose and the lips of the whole population to be
cut. They gathered, so they say nearly 80 livres
(Ibs) of these bloody spoils. A ruthless plunder
devasted the town (1767). After a century and
a half, Kiritipur has not risen from her ruin;
neither the freshness of the breeze, nor the pu-
rity of her streams, were able to bring back pr-
osperity on this field of martyrs. Kirtipur; whi-
¢h comprised at one time 6000 families under
her jurisdiction, has no more than 4000 jnhabi-
tants. Near Kiritipur, Chanbahal or Chobbar
(1000 inhabitants approximately) occupies
the summit of a plateau which overhangs the
gorge of the Bagmati. Below stream, at one Je-
ague, on the left bank stands Bagmati. One of
the most popular localities of the Nepalese rel-
jgion. Further south, deep in the valley, Phirp-
hing, at the outlet of the old road from India.
Two roads lead out of Patan: one takes tht di-
tection of the south and leads by Sonagutti and
Thecho to Chapagaon; the other a South-East-
erly direction, crosses Harsidhis Thyba, Bande-
gaon and ends up at Godavery, at the foot of
mount Phulchok.

The road which leads from Kathmandu to
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Bhatgaon passes by Nidi, Budi, and Timi, sma-
11 town which owes her wealth to the manufac-
ture of objects of baked earth. The road from
Kathmandu to Pacupati brings out into consp-
icuosness Nagasagar, Nandigaon, Harigaon,
Chabahil and Deo-Patan (Deva-pattana) the
oldest of towas in Nepal, because she flatters
herself as having been founded in the time of
Acoka, by the Son-in-law himself of the power-
ful monarch who ruled over the wlhole of India.
The sacredness of Pacupati, consecrated by an
immemorial tradition must have, as a matter
of fact, from an early date, gathered in the im-
mediate neighbourhood of the temple, the first
inhabitants of the towd of Gods.

From Pacupati a track six kilo’m'e’tres long,
leads towards the East, to the hill and the vill-
age of Changu-Narayan, nearly equally vene-
rated as Pacupati herself. To the North-East of
Changu-Narayan and at a short league, stands
the town of Sanku founded at the beginning of
the VIIIth century by Chankara devd™ or by his
successor vardhamana deva, the road from Ti-
bet through the pass of Kuti, leaves the valley
at Sanku. In returning from Sanku towards the
West one finds at a league and a half the villa-
ge of Gokarna visited by pilgrims and situated
on the Bagmati, not far from her entry in Nep-
al. Between Gokarna and Pacupati, the village
of Budhnath groups her houses around her
Tibetan temple. By persistently following the

base of the mountains, one meets at first at the
foot of Sheopuri Bara-Nilkanth “The great
Nilkanth and at the foot of the Nagarjun Bala-
Nikanth or Balaji”’ the small Nilkanth” sites
of famous pilgrimages.Balaji plays the counter-
part to Sanku; the track from Tibet through
Kirong starts thence. In short, ona preojecting
buttress of the Nagarjun at half a legue from
Kathmandu, Syambunath (Svayambhu-natha)
the honour and the glory of Nepalese Buddhi-

st appertains above all, to the religious histo=

ry of the valley.




- THE MAPS

I have not thought of giving here an crigi-
Qal map of Népal.. The c011diiions of one’s stay
apnd research in the country, forbid the most
modest attempt in logal topography. Minayeff
mentions a significant anecdote with which he
h'aszevidently.; been abquainted at the residence.
A few years ago, they wanted (o publish in.In-
dia, a mé-p_ of Nepal; in order to prepare one,
a topographer was sent to Nepal; it was a Hin-
du, a Bengali, so it seemed; this little, they tho-
ught would enable him to move about without
restrictions and more at his ease for observati-
ons. But.he had no time to observe much. Hav-
ing arrived at Kathmandu, he visited the resid-
ent. The affair was muddled up. The Nepalese
Government came to learn of the Hizdu’s visit
to the Resident. They suspected that he was
not an ordinary Hindu or an ordinary pilgrim.
He was watched and soon afterwards he was
sent back to India. The topographer returned
home without having accomplished his task.
This did not prevent the English from publish-
ing a map of Nepal; it remains 10 be known
what must bave been its worth. (Voyage, ps
254). The map in question is probably the leaf
IX of Transfrontier Maps published by the Tri-
gonbmetrical service: it is dated from Dehra
Dun 1873 and anterior by only a few years to
the voyage of Minayeff, A second edition was
published from Dehra Dun dated March 1882,
The title which is attachied to it says “compiled
from road elevations and astronomical observ-
ations by English and Asiatic explorers  from
this side of India and based. op tlie great extract
of the Trigonometrical service, I have already
pointed out truly facinating - character of . this
map in which clear details are reduced to s
data of altitades mathmatically measured of
this side of the frontier, to the Terrrai regions
visited by the Resident, to the great transversai
réad which leads from Darjeeling to Pitoragrah
irr passing through Kathmandu, and lastly to-

the central valley. But the scale being to

1515745, the valley kolds but little room and is
lacking in details: . :

Ms. Markbam has given in his “Tibet” a
list of Nepalese maps which may be useful -to
Partly reproduce ‘here. The first manuscript, is
préserved-in the‘geographical service of the Ins
dia Office; it is dded in 1798, :and represents
(4’ to the inch) the mtenerary of Kirkpatricks:
mission. It is accompaneid memorandum manus
script “illustrating the geographical rough-draft
of Nepal and of the neighbouring .countries” by
Kirkpatrick, is 400 pages: It is on these data
that is based the 'map published in the Relation
of_-Kirkpatrick and which I reproduced. Major
Crawford has left behind several manusoript+
maps which deal with Nepal; one, of the valley
of Nepal (' to the inch); another of the high-
way which leads to Nepal including the valley;.
one dealing with the Nepalese territory with:
the sources of the Ganges; another with the
Nepalese territory with a great many heights
(7§ to the inch),dated 1811. The campaign of:
Nepal (1814--1816) has brought out the map of
lieutenant Lindesay, giving the march of Gene-
ral Ocheterlony en Makwanpur. The work of.
fixing boundaries have naturally led to the pro-
duction of a fairly namerous number of fronti-
er maps, due to Garden, Biolean, J.-A. Hodg-.
son, Pickersgill and Anderson (1861). Hamilt-
on’s map (1819) joined to his Relation is partly.,
worked out on his personal observations, partly ,'
on indigenous data and informations, Hodgson
has given a material map of Nepal, illustrating
his observations en hydrographs, in the selecti-
onis from the Reéords of the Gevernment of Be.
nfal, No 27 (1857). Ia the short the office of.
the Surveyor General of India has published in'
1856 a preliminary sketch of Nepal and neigié
bouring countries dated October 1855,

I have been satisPied with the reproduction
of the maps of Kirkpatrick and Hamilton, as
thiey are historical dweuments and also because.
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they still suffice in-giving a summary ‘idea of

valley and the kingdom, For a more detailed
work of the valley I have reproduced an indige-
nous map acquired by Minayeff, and for which
communijcation [ am obliged to the amity of
Mr. Serge d’Oldenboug. This map rises the qu-
ery, interesting but obscure, of the source of
indigenous cartography. wilford descries in the
Asiatic Researches (I borrow this expression
from the excellent work of Mr. bulle: “Disegno
della cartografer antica dell *India”, Firenze,
1901; page 13) a map of the kingdom of *Ne-
pal” which was presented to Hasting (then
between 1772 and 1715). “It is he said, the best
map of Hindu origin that 1 have ever seen.
These maps are common in character in that
they neglect longitude and latitude, and that
they do not employ regular scales; the hills, riv-
ers and mountajus are generally shown by nar-
row lines. The map of “Nepal’” was nearly 4
feet in length by 2 and a half wide and in card-

board; the mountains made a relief of nearly

an inch with trees painted all round. The roads
were shown by a red line and the rivers by .a
blue line. The separate chains were clearly dis-

tinct, with the narrow passes which crossed’

them; the scale was the only thing wanting. The
valley of Nepal was carefuily drawn; but towa-

rds the edges of the map the lines were mixed:

up and confused. Hamilton during his sojourn
at Kathmandu, (1802/1803 procured himself

five indigenous map of Sikkim which he hand-

ed over later on to the library of the East In-
dia Company. Unfortunately they got lost.

Had the Nepalese learnt this art of Europe-
an missionaries ? The inonks do not seem to
have helped the development of the Nepalese
attainments. Have the models been derived
from the Jesuits who were working on the offi-
cial map of the Chinese Empire ? As carly as
1704, the pop Clement XI was being shown the
way from India to Lhasa on maps preserved at
the Vatican (‘‘At PP, Capuccini Lhassam profe-

Ancient Nepal;

cti sunt per Indorum terras ea plane via guam
nos hucusque descripsimus quamqgne Ex Tabu-
lis Geographicis in Vaticanis aedibus asservatis
sibi ostenderat an 1704 Pontifex s.'s. “Clement
XI’. GEORGI, Alph Tibet , p. 455) The mu-
sulmans of India have they been the intermedi-
ary and the Nepalese maps do they derive from
the Arabic or Persian cartography p or do we
find curselves in the presence of a still older
tradition, if not autochthon ? As early as the
year 648, the king of Kampura, Eastern neigh-
bour of Nepal, offered as a gift to the Chinese
Emperor through the medium of Wang Hiuen-
tse, “a map of the country’’ The art in draw-
ing up maps had then already penetrated since
that period in the India regions of the Himala-
yas. It is the question of a national creation ?
The Hindus might have also been spurred eith-
er by the Greek, from whom they had borrow-
ed the astronomical system of Ptolemee, or
from the Chinese who were practicing cartho=
graphy for along time. (Ci. CHAVANNES,

“Bulletin of the French School of the Far-
East, 111,236 sqq ). It does not seem to me as
improbable, in any case, that the long cists of
Maha-Bharata, those of the astronomical Pura-
pas apd Castras derive as a rule geographical’
tables which were connected with the maps, as-
it is the case with Ptolemee. I point out here, as
a useful datum towards solution, the use of a
band with outstretched index, over the map, to:
mark out the direction of the rivers,

THE DOCUMENTS

1. European II, Chinese and Tibetans
1II. Indigenous.

The study of disponible data must natura-
lly precede the historical study of  Nepal; It is.
essential, before placing the documents in
hand, to first as certain their nature, their ext-
ent and their value The solidity so often tested
of these memoranda, guarantees the stability
of the edifice, The examination of data offers
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still another advantage. ‘It permits to foresee
beforehand the salient points of the history
about to be studied. and. announces the great
peribds or-the great crisis which give birth to
these documents. The documents are of two
categories: some, indigenous, others, foreiga.
However, clear this Jivision seems, it s*ill lea-
ves room for a slight perplexity. The materials
furnished by India can be considered either as
foreign documents since  Nepal is politically
separated from the rest of India, or as indige-
nous documents since Nepal is steadily part of
the Hindu world. As a matter of fact, the con-
troversy would be trifling, so insignificant is
the relation of India; It is limited to rate and
short indications, scattered in the course of
centuries.

ngic seems to bring out foremost, the indi=
genous documents, which by their number, the-
ir extent and their importance, form the body
and the texture of Nepalese history. I have
prefered, however, to investigatc at first the
documents of foreign origin, sprung from the
people who came in connection with Nepal.
The Tibetans and the Chinese are the first in
date; their first relations with Nepal date from
the beginning of the VIIth. century. The Euro-
peans have known Nepal very late, after the
middle of the XVIIth. ‘century. I have pever-
theless classed them in the first rank, for varj.
ous reasons. A reason of clearness, at first: be-
fore exposing the minut detalis of a local histo-
ry of which nothing is familiar to the Western
tuind, I have thought opportuae to trace a his-
torical account of discoveries and of researches
which connect the most recent period of Nepa-
lese bistory to names and facts known to Eu-
rnpe. A reason of method and of conscience at
the same time: The materials [ have made use
of are, outside my predecessors; I was duty bo-
und to declare what I owed them and to clear-
ly mark out the part which befalls each one of
them in this work which [ have conceived and
attempted to convert as a real collaboration.
The description of work carried out in Nepal

5

for two and half centuties by the Europeans
serves, besides, the purpose of defining the act-
ual amount of knowledge, it explains, it perha- -
ps excuses the hesitations, the discrepancies;
even the errors which may perhaps be found in
this book- Nepal is not yet a commonplace cou-~
ntry, open to every . curiosity, freely explored'
by an army of seekers. Since the XVIIIth. cen-~
tury, she has-only been visited by a negligible
quahtity of Europeans, nearly always treated
as suspicious beings, kept apart and hampered
in their researches. These few visitors, led, so-
me by a religions zeal, others by politic, and
still others by the dasire for knowlﬂdge, have
hardly thought of co- operating with one ano-
ther. One is thus, often left to work on an iso-
lated evidence. The danger would be serious, as
much as to make the enterprise impossible, if
the witnesses did not happen to call themselves
Kirkpatrick, Hamilton, and above all Hodg-
son.

The least of Europeans who have visited
and studied Nepal since the XVIIth century,
illustrates and confirms by a new example, the
thought that has inspired this book and which
is penetrating it: Even as the linking of facts in
Nepal reproduces, on a smaller scale, the sacc-"
ession of great phenomena of the Hindu hijsto-
1y, the list of personages who pass in Nepal,
reflects the movements and the trapsformati-
ons of Europe, in the time of Louis XVI in
the XXth century; thus to borrow from India’
one of her classical comparison, a pool of wa-
ter reflects the whole Sun, The Society of Jesus
all powerful in Europe, nearly as much in
China, sends throughout Asia, its missionaries
changed into Explorers. A Jesuit Priest, in Ti-
bet, hears Nepalese spoken: two others, leaving
Peking for India and Europe, cross Nepal from
North to South and believe having prepared
the place for another early mission. Almost at
the same time, a French traveller, led by com-
mercial activity to the states of the great Mo-
gul, points out to European tradesmen the
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highway 6f Népaly ito.-pax;etrate to tHe centre of
Asia. The disastets and blunders of Louis XIV
on‘the decline,:suddénly prevent the expansion
of France; the century of the Great King ends;
as Voltaire describes it, .on disputes over Chi-
Bese cerémonies The world has wrengly arran-
ed, the irony and the impiety of the historian
the events themselves have sometimes common-
sense, Condemned by the court of Rome, the
Jesuits in disgrace give up their places to other
rivals; the will of the Holy-Father assigns the
Nepalese mission to the Capuchin-Friars. The
¢hurch has made her choice. She - has declared
herself in favour of the past against modern
tendencies. Heirs.of an extinet tradition, the
Capuchin-Friars remain fifty years deing prac-
tically nothing in the Himalayas; the Gurkas
conquest ejected them into India, where the
English were creating their empire.

A new era then opens to the knowledge of
the East. Already, without doubt, the apostle-
ship inclination cultivated by a picked brother-
hood, had enriched the science of a new dom-
ain; the Jesuits have revealed to Europe the

Chinese antiquities. But their work, however,

meritorious it might have been followed a pra-
ctical interest which restricted its spread; the
apostles of China have placed themselves as
pupils under the 'lgamed Chinese to learn to
outrival them. The encyclopedists of the
XVIIIth century make use in their turn, of the
same tactic against the Jesuits, their adversag~
ies. They thirst for informations to use them
agamst their doctrines. Rebels against their

Ancient Nepat-i:

r"evela'tious, they seardh wit‘u grea-t' zc&t’tthr: siigs
had thought fit to meglect till theﬂ
they are anxious to expese to light the solida:
rity of the human race. Under their fruitful
impulsion; discoveries spring out on  all sides;
France marks her passagé to India by Anquetll
and the Avesta, recovered, in Egypt by champ-
ollion and the hleroglyphs deciphered. Mistress
over India in her turn, England givés birth to
the Wiikins, the William Jones, the Colebrooke
famous creators of Sanscrit erudition. With the
hielp ot Sanskrit, a German, Boop, compiles

“the compared Grammer and breaking the fac-

titions frame-works which the theological eio-
quence of Bossnet had conserated, he shows
the ancestors, long privileged, of the Greeks

and the Romans, mingled in one family with

the celts, the Germans, the Slaves, the Persia-
ns, the Hindus. The spirit of Europe has enlar-

ged the world’s knowledge. Seperated from the

legends in which he was born, man searches in

the past the secret of his history and of his an-.
cestors. Nepal then sees Europeans, whom the
Capucbhin-Friars had not announced, examini-

ng her annals her traditions, her inscriptions.
and her mapuscripts. The Hindu themselves,

caught by the contagion led most probably by.
the spitude for imitation (vernacular work).
which Nearque had observed in them from the

time of Alex:nder, second the curiosity of the .
west and take an honourable place in the study:
of Nepalese antiquities.

(To be continued)
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27The cheng-ou-ki -attributes Nepal with a
silipopulation of 54060 families estimation

4.

“iwhich -Mr. Roekhill (Tibet from “Chinese
sources, p.. 129) considers much too low.
But is evidently understood that this num-
ber inciudes the inhabitants of Nepal, Pro-
perly speaking, and the number seems to
have an official origin, for it exactly tallies
with the toal of 3 numbers given separately
by the Capuchinfriars for the population of
the three towns (otherwise understood, the
three kingdoms): Kathmandu 18000, Patan
24000, Bhatgaon 12000-54000. Kirkpatrick
on the other hand allows an average of 10
persons for each family or house. The offi-
cial evaluation of the past century seems
then the nearest approach to the truth. .

The Budhists pretend that the cimiter prop-
osed as a model to the king was the one of
Manjucri, '

The Brhat-Samhita of Varaha-Mihira men-
tions a town of the same name, but situated
in the Deccan, because she appears in the
same enumeration. as Konkana, Kuntala,
Kerala, Dandaka (XVI, 11) --The Kartika-
mahatmya of Padmapurana equally menti-
ons a town of Kantipura; Aufrecht (Ox.Mss
16b) substitutes by a correction Kanci-pura
“Conjeveram”.

5. Ind. Ant, IX, 171, n, 29.

6.

Sarat ChandraDas, (Tibetan-English dicti-
onary), s. v. Yam-pu

7. Mr. Parker has brought near togetﬁer With

9.

-more ‘ingenuosity than. -truth, -the name’
“Yang-pou ffom-the sanscri¢ :Srayambhu. It’s
‘probably the-same name whichiappears aga-

in in the diary of ms. du Pingala mata, Br.
(Mus) 550, written in sam. 313 under the
reign of Laksmikama deva "“Cri Yambu-
Kramayan™ Cf. the designation Lalita-Kra-
mayan” which is evidently cennected to
Lalita-Pattana in a ms. in the reign of Civa-
deva same 240. The name of Yang-pou
(Yan-pu) reminds, at least by a strong rese-
mblance, the name of Yapu-nagara given to
a town of the kingdom of Campa,- in Indo-
China (Today Po-Nagar, evidently); cf. Ber-
gaghe, Ihscrps. Sanscrit of Campa, Nos.
XXVIII, XXXI-XXXIII.

Kho-Leom reminds one very closely' of the
Nevar name of Bhatgaon. Khopo (daise) in
Kirkpatrick, Kui-po in Georgi,

V. inf. vol. 11, (History)

10. Rockhill (Tibet from Chinese sources), p.

11.

12. Gli Scritti . .

129- Mr. Parker, who re-writers the same
paragraph, relative to the embassy of 1732,
only writter: Kou-mon.

Georgi and the P. Marc give exactly the
same figure (cf. sup., P. 51 n, 2) The P.

Marc specifies “18000 fuochi o siana fami-
glie”

.P.51

13: Lately only (1902) owing to not having

been advised at the proper time, Nepal cel-
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ebrated by salvos of guns the coronation of
Edward VIIth on the day originally fixed.
The Darban only learnt afterwards the pos-
tponement of the ceremony and considered
the civility performed.

14. Jaschke, Tib Dict. s. v. “Ye-ran’ name of

a city next to Khobom (Kathmandu) the
first in Nepal. And he mentions asa refe-
rence: Milaraspa.

15, Tlie Vamcavali gives the same figure at the

time of Siddhi Narasimha Malla, in the
XVII century (Wright, p. 238)

60

16. The Buddhists of Patan pretend that the

17.

original from of the town represented the
“Cakra Wheel” of Buddha.

This name closely reminds one of the name
of Kho-bom which Jaschke and Sarat Cha-

‘ndra Das give as the Tibetan equivalent of

Kathmandu, (v. sup. p. 54) one is led to be-
lieve that the lexicographers have by error
substituted Kathmandu for Bhatgaon. If
“Ye-leng”’ is Patan, and Kou-k’cu-mon*
Katbmandu. ‘“‘Pou-Yen mentioned as the
third city of the kingdom of Nepal in the
Wei-tsang t'ou ki must represent Bhatgaon.






