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Lumbini 1976-77

Historical Prelude

Lumbini, sitnated at present in the western
Tarai of Nepal, was a pleasure-garden entert-
ained by the people of Kapilavastu and
Devadal (even before the time of Lord Budd-
ha) In Buddhist literary accounts Lumbini
was called Pradimoksha blessed with bloom-
ing Sal trees and mass of beautiful flowsrs
where bees of the five different colours
hummed. Sweet wrablings of various birds
and other natural scepery in Lumbini was
comparable to the Chittalata grove of Indra’s
paradise in heaven

Suttanipata, an earliest Pali text mention-
ed that “The wisdom-child that Jewel so
precious, that cannot be matched, has been
born at Lumbini, in the Sakya land for weal
and joy in the world of men.”

The authentic history of Lumbini, however,
started with the pillar inscription of Mauryan
Emperor Asoka. The real impetus for the
aesthetic development of Lumbini is seen
infused by Lord Buddha himself during the
dast days of his life
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According to Mahaparinibbapa — Sutta, .
Lord Buddha was seep eloquent enough to
speak about the purity and contemplative
virtue of Lumbini and advised al) the faithful -
followers and ordinary devotees to visit Lum-
bini. A true Buddhist visiting  Lumbini even
once in his life, shall reside ip the happy
realms of heaven and cross. the riddles of

“birth and death. Thus, Lumbini, after the

birth of Lord Budldha, remained not only as
a pleasure garden or a resort for recreation -
it also developed as a pilgrim’s village .or
the place of aesthetic contemplation even
before the time of the visit of Asoka to this
place.

Gautama Buddha’s attachment to Lumbini
mav be due to the fact that it was in this
place where Buddha immediately after apper--
ing from the right side of his mother, Mayad-
evi, took seven steps towards north and look-
ing in all directions, he declared his solemn

determination that*I am the formost of all
creatures to cross the riddle of the ocean of
the existence; this is my last birth and bere--
after, I will not be born again”
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Tt Diviavﬁ-déﬁ'é, it is mentioned that when
the Mauryan Emperor Asoka “wanted to vis:
it, Honour #fid mark by a sign, for the bene-
fit of remote posterity all the spots where
the Blessed Buddha has sojourhed,” venera-
blé Upagupta, the spiritual guide of emperer
" Asoka, copducted his to Lumbini and. point-
ed the spot where Sakya Muni Buddha was
bern. The Emperor, with overhélming joy
and deep devotiop, prostrated before the
the Lucky Tree, under which the Lord was
born. Asoka consecrated the spot and install-
ed the commemorative pillar wi'th the clear
legend that ‘Tt is Lumbini Village where the
Blessed Lord was born™.

One famous devotee, who visited Lumbini
after the Mauryan Emperor Asoka, was
Fa-bicn. He came to Lumbiniin the earliest
decade of 5th. century A.D. from China.
Fa-hieni saw the .Sakyzi Puskalani, where :the
Queen Mayadevi took oath before giving
birth to Gautama Siddhartha. He also saw
the Lucliy Tree, under which Gautama was
born.

The second important pilgrim from China to
visit Lumbini was Hiuen-Tsiang. He visited
the site in 7th. century A.D. and has given
more description of the ancient remains in
Tumbini. He saw the Sacred Tree, Sakya Tank
" and various stupas and shrines built to
“mark the event occurred at the time of the

birth of the infant Gautama. Hiuen-Tsiang
has described the Asokan pillar, surmounted
by the Horse Capital which was broken in
the middie and falled down the ground beca-
use of the thunder stroke. A little far from
the Asokan Pillar, Hiuen-Tsiang has marked
the Telar River which was a pull of oil prod.
uced by the gods to purify the body of May-
. adevi after the birth of the new bern Siddhar-
tha.

Up to 12 or 13 century A.D. Lumbini was

- sites associated with
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frequented By several imporfant pilgtims of
Tibet and (he Malta Kings of western Nepal.
They bave recorded their visit in the existing: '
Asokan Pillar at Lumbini. The decline of

Buddhism in Indid after the advént of the
Muslimis ¢auséd the obscurity of Lumbini

along with Bodhgaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar,

etc. The famous Buddhist monasteries Hke-
Nalanda and Vikramashila were raided and-
the réenowned monks had to migrate. Buddhism:

was considered as a passive religion and all’

life of Lord Buddha-
were badly neglected and shrouded into the:
bushes. They were buried under the debris:
for a long time.

Since about the last decade of 18th. cents-
ury A.D., some of the then ruling British:
scholars in India were fascinated by the rich.
cultural heritage of the East. They were attre-
acted towards the ancient history and archae--
ology of this region. The enthusiastic scholars.
like Sir Wllliam Jones and others were able-
to form ‘‘Asiatic Society” in Calcutta in the-
year 1784 A.D.

james Prinsep, a dedicated scholar, helped:
archaelology to free itself from its antiquarian
and literary affiliations.He was able to deci~
pher one of the earliest scripts of India. The-
path of James Prinsep was followed by Sir
Alexander Cunningham,
country-wide survey of archaeological remains-
in India. He wrote Ancient Geography of
India and relocated the famous Buddhist:
sites like Sravasti, Bodhgaya, Kushinagar
ect But unfortunately the then administra-
tion in Nepal did not allow the foreigners:
to explore the cultural centres in the Nepalese-

who organised a

Tarai and caused various. problems for serious.
archaeological research. The archaeologicall
investigations conducted by the then British:
Government was focussed mainly in Indiam:
territory and the famous Buddhist sites like




Kapilvastu; Rama- Grama and Lumbini- are
calculated to have. been situated.in :Guor,a_khpur
-and Basti Districts of U.P., India.

“The unscientific deductions and the hyp-
-othetical bearings of the location of Kapila-
-vasiu, Rama Grama and Lumbini in Gorakh-
purand Basti Districts of U.P. were ridiculed
-since 1895-96, when General Khadga Sumsher

and Dr. A. Fuhrer discovered three Asokan
* Pillars in Niglisagar, Lumbini and Gotihawa,
situated in the western Tarai of Nepal.

The exciting discoveries and the magnific-
-ent achievements of General Khadga Sumsher
and Dr. A. Fahrer encouraged the then
British Government of India to commission
‘Mr. P.C. Mukerjee to fix the exact location of
Kapilavastu. As per direct_ionr P.C. Mukerjee
.came to Nepal jn 1898 A. D. and confirmed
Araurakot (near Niglisagar) as the netal town
of Kanakamuni Buddha, Lumbini, the birth
‘place of Gautama Buddha and Gotihawa as
the native town of Krakuchhanda. He also
~explored the entire zone and came to the final
conclusion that *“In the
Tilaurakot can claim to be the exact site
-of Kapilavastu as being situated in the right
position and fulfilling all other conditions™.
P.C. Mukerjee published the structural plan
of Lumbini for the first time in his monument-
al archaeological report of 1901 A.D.

whole region only

Early Archaeological Activities in

Lumbing

The major works of excavation in Lumbini
were conducted under the patronage of Gener-
al Kesher Sumsher ‘in 1933-39 A.D. The
unscientific technique of archaeology employ-
ed in the excavation had caused a great dam-
age to the sire. He exposed the structures in
levelling methods which resulted many subsi-
“diary monuments to be wiped out. He did
not care to maintain the working level of each
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ediffices..Thus .structures found at present in
" Lumbini are very difficult to be dated and cor-
related with other subsidiary structures (see
Plate No.1.B.) However, he cared-for some utili=
tarian works like providing a high platform aro-
und Mayadevi Temple, and enlarging the Sakya
Tank with successive terraces and brick veneer,

The first scientific excavation in Lumbinj
was carried out by the Department of Archae-
ology, H.M.G. Nepal, .in the .year 1970-7I
A.D. The aim of this excavation wasto loc-
ate the site of ancient “Lumbini Graman® as
mentioned in the Asckan Pillar to the west
of Mayadevi Temple. '

The site fixed for the purpose of checking
the habitation was the southern mound (aro-
und the old Guest House). The excavation of
of 1970-71 A D. has indicated that the earliest
human habitation in the said area of Lumbini
must have started in N.B P. period. However,

- the site seems to have got more prominence
only after visit of Asoka, during the 3rd. cen-
tury B.C.; the site seems to have been occupicti
by the people for the first time from the time
of Lord Buddha. The successive human depo-
sit recorded in the southern mound of Lumb-
ini dates from 6th. century B.C. to Gupta
period on the basis of the antiquities
and findings. The sequence of culture was
divided into 10 successive layers and the pot-
tery types discovered were mainly N.B.P, wares
in the Jowest levels and red wares in the
upper stratums.

A trace of the mud wall and a . terracotta
ring well, which could not be exposed more
than 16 circles due to the rise of sub-soil
water table, were entoured in the lowest
level, A circular burial containing some por=
tion of the human skull, one iron sickle, and
a few bones of bird and animals were found
kept in a larger number of pots which were
mainly full of encised designs. A terracotta
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plaque-movld of Lord ‘Buddha in the Earth
Touching- posturc  was discovered in_ the
_excavation. The terracotta plaque mould of
Lord Buddha is dated to the Gupta period.

_Recent Archaeological Activities:
Conservation:

The structures hallowed in the memory
of Lord Buddha from the earliest time up
_~¢0 Mediaeval period . are seen scattered in
_Lumbini around the area, covering 16081
-square yards. Most of the important and
interesting edifices are, however, enclosed
and protected withio the barbed wire since
.1970-71. Many of them are seen stll dilapid-
ated and disintegrated not only by the tropic-
_al climate of the Terai but also due to the cons-
tant brick robbings by the ignorant villagers
for making ovens (to perform the praxis Vow
. called *“Karaj Gharana).

To avoid further damage to the history

of the people, who on their part offered

different types of architecturesas a homage

to the memory of Lord Buddha, immediate

action to prevent further destructions was

~called for. Thus the main aim of the archae-

ological activities in Lumbini since 1975 was to

restore rather than to expose the monuments.

~ Excavation in Lumbini is mainly carried out
“to complete the restoration activities.

His Majesty King: Birendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev, along with other senior Royal
. Members, inspected the recent archaeological
activities in Lumbiani with keen interest. Mem-
“bers of the archaeological team Wwere greatly
inspired and encouraged by the kind visit
of His Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram
“Shab Dev.

In our recent archaeological activities, we
\have been able to repair many succiduous

.monuments around the east, west, and nor-

thern side of the Mayadevi Temple, A very
big brick shrine and some dilapidated walls
of the eastern side of Mayadevi Temple were
taken for conservation. On western side two
votive stupas flanking the famous Asokan
pillar ware restored. Towards the northern
side of Mayadevi temple a group of sixteen
stupas (se¢ Plate No. 2 A,B) which bhad almost:

Jost its. original features was reconstructed to its:

original shape} In this side there are five stupas
built in a row (see Plate No. 1 A). The first stu-
pa from the cast was already ruined up to the

core.It was rebuilt to its original shape and size.
The second stupa, datable to the Maurayan

period (see Fig. No. 4) was disintegrated by the
tropical climate of Tarai. Its top was repaired
and made watertight. The third stupa was
comparable to the second stupa in its shape

and size (see Plate No. 3 A,B)) But during the
Kushana period it was encased within the
round shape by adding clay and brick bats
all around. One more round stupa of the
similar shape and size was built next to it on
ground to give the uniform look. Both of
these stupas were ruined up to the core. They
were also repaired and brought to their orig-
inal shape. The top course adove the ground
of the fifth stupa was totally lost
Its existence below the present ground
surface was traced during 1975. Therefore,
above the present ground level it was recons=
tructed with Mauryan brick bats available im
the site. In the process of conservation, the
weeds and vegetation, overgrown in thc entire
archaeological area, were cleared by scrapping

the ground.

Extensive scrappings, around the site of
Mayadevi Temple, revealed new structures whi-
ch were hitherte unknown in the architectural
history of Lumbini (see Fig. No. 1) To include
‘the new structures of archaeological. signifiG
ances a revised structural plan of the mos
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;ixun;ents"aréu'nd Mayadevi Temple was prepat-
ed in the year's work (s¢e Fig No. 2).

Excavation;

The work of excavation was mainly conc-
¢ntrated towards the north — western corner
of Mayadevi Temple. At the distance of about
30 feet north of Asoka Pillara rectangular
‘room of the size 154" north south and 12'5”
east west was found at the depth of 2’ feet
‘below two coirrses of burnt bricks of the size
17°x8"°x5"" (see Fig No. 3) The texture of the
brick is very rough and contain much husks
and straw. The scaling layer of it contains
~arow of Mauryan brick bats looking like
the rammed floor. The associated pottery
below this rammed f{loor-like layer is typical
N. B. P. wares and some degenerated gray
wares. As the sealing layer above this cham-
ber contains a platform-like Mauryan struct=
ure of the size 5°9’'x5"’ built with three courses
of the bricks of the size 15x10”x3”, the
probable date .of this structure is tentatively
assumed as p»rve—Maux.'yan.

At the distance of 5° feet north from the
present white complex of Mayadevi Temple,
a square based stupa of Mauryan period was
.discovered. This stupa was cut from the top
up to the deepth of 3°x2’8” possibly during the
operation of 1933-39 AD. The floor of this
stupa contained a gold casket of cylindrical
‘type in association with some charred buman
bones and other ritual offerings (see Flate
No. 4 A,B) only thelid part of some vessels,
which during the expositions of 1933-39 A.D.
is removed or broken into pieces. Thus the
inner containts scattered over the ground
and collected at present.

Lumbini being primarily a pilgrim village,
and our excavation being limited to the alrea-
“dy explored and relatively disturbed area,
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antiguities in large quantities was not expect--
ed. However, in the course of the one seasen’s
work, important auntiquities like fragments.
Horse Capital, a beautiful terracotta sculpture .
of Bodhisatiava, and three terracotta human.
heads and a plaque of Dharmachakra panel;
etc, were found

Illustrations of the remarkable antigui- .
ties;

a) Five pieces of Maurayan polished chupar-
sand stone (Plate No. 5 A) which might be
the fragmentary parts of the Asoka’s.
Horse Capital surmounted over the pres-
ent inscribed pillar as mentioned by the-
famous Chinese ' pilgrim Hiuan - Tsang
who visited Lumbini during the 7th cen- -
tury A.D,

by Among three terracotta human heads..

{Plate No. 5 B) the one oun the top is cru-

dely moulded and datable to the Kushana

period. Itis 3}" in size and badly damag--
ed to-the left side of the face. The other
two terracotta heads put in a row are-
that of early Gupta period, The bair-dre-
ssing of the right figure is in the style
of deep curls called ““Dupikakuntala’ Tts..
thick lips without any bold depression
at the two corners of the lips and in the :
middle of the chin can be seen as the -
evidence of the trapnsition phase. The--
facial details of the other figures ijs worn -
out. However, the turbanp like heir dress-
ing is notice able.

A terracotta sculpture of Bodhisattava
(Plate No. 6 A} is endowed with real grace
and elegance of the Gupta period. It was..
found in a bust size of 12} in height
The figure is slim, dress transpdrent, the
right hand is raised in protection pose...

c)

Its facial expression reveals spiritual cont- -
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entment and celestial - happiness. The
fé_ce is elongated with straight nose,
smooth checks, and thick lips, with de-
pression at the corners, The two sides
of the chin is seperated in the middle.
The eyebrows take a sharp curve. The
forhead is bright and prominent, and
the crown with one ‘crest is decorated
with dotted design in a technique of
applique.

d) The terracotta Dharmachakra (Plate
No. 6 B) with 32 spokes was found in the
eastern side of Mayadevi temple. This
piece must be a part of a big panel. Among
other associates of the panel are two

‘ animals; one pos’sibly representing a bull
and the olhér deer.

Conclusion:

His Majesty King Birendra is very much
jnterested to see the full-fledged development
of Lumbini soen. The great interest and en-
thusiasm of His Majesty the King s reflected
" in the following passage. “Although Gautama
Buddha was born in Nepal He fbelonged ess-
entially to the whole world ‘and to all times.”
Thus the development of internationally
tenowned Lumbini will be undertaken accord-
ing to the Master Plan"’. ' '

I.am deeply obliged to Mr. Ramesh Jung

Thapa, Director, Department of Archaeology.

H.M.G., Nepal, and Mr. Loka Darshan Bajr-
acharya, Chairman of the 'Lu_n;bini Develop-
ment Committee, to appoint me as officer
in—charge of the Archaeclogical Project in

Lumbini. I would also like to express my deep-

gratitude to my techpical assistants, Mrs.

Sarala Manandbar, , Miss Rehana Banu, Mr.-

Hari Man Amatya, Mr. Dev Ratna Ranjitkar

and Mr. Sanu Raj Shakya who always render--
ed their enthusjastic cooperation 'during the-

entire period of the Project. The published

photographs are to the credit of Mr. Sanu Raj*

Sakya and Mr. Chinya Ratna Tamrakar.,
X X X
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 ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS
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LUMBINI 6

STRUCTURAL PLAN & SECTION

LOOKING EAST

(1976-77)
< A P TSR s Y
Q s LA s %0, n,\p,/q/// ///\,///\\\/\&/,
S //\\\/g SITERNY

fr==\zw

,
Sogt

®

©)

HUMUS DARK BLACKISH SOIL
WITH BRICK-BATS FLOORING .

EAINT YELLOWISH SQIL WIiTH
BRICK-BATS & A MAURYAN
PLATFORM

GREENISH ASHY SOIL WITH
N 8- & GREY WARES

Nola

'
’Q'
i

E7 SCALE OF CENTIMETER
2 2 a0 2 AR 6D

1
7
! *
[ Kl
+ t
’
’ ’L ~ .
¢ N
5zAL® ©
0
2 e— e

HARI MRN AMATYA

"

Fig. No. 3




_Archeological... 37
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: ' , B. Present Mayadevi Temﬁle built over the earlior
L subsidiary structure, view from the north east
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 Plate No. 3 _ . - | ‘Ancient Nepalb

B. A votive stupa showing two periods of construction _
‘ after ‘conseyvation




B. Gold Casket with associated findings

Plate No. 4.
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Plate No, 5 _ Ancient Nepal

A. Five pieces of Chunay- sand sione-
possible fragments of Asoka’s Horse Capital

B. Human terracotia heads [ Kushana and early Gupia period
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t
B. Terracotta plaque of Dharmachakra

(Gupta period)






