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4. 1 think it probable, that the Rajas of Yu-
mila (Jumla) are the descendants and
representative of Asanti and Basanti. An
Account of the Kingdom of Nepal-Page
287 :
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14. After the ebb of the mightly Mallas of

"~ Dullu and Jumla in fourteenth century,
Western Nepal sandered twenty two
small principalities, each to be ruled by
a small king of nominal suzerainty.
Among them, the Rainkajyus of Doti and
Dadeldhura were the most important and
they had ruled over a vast

territory ex-

tending between Kali and Karnali rivers
and the Thakurjee and Siwalika moun-
tains. Except the Chandas of Almora and

Garwhal, the other neighbouring states of

the area were the vassals of the Doti
kings. Each year they had to pay agen-

teel visit to the Rainkajyus Court including

a sumptuous tribute of wealth and jewelle-
ry. The riches of this mid Himalayan
Kingdom was unbounded, known even to

the Muslim Sultans of this country in later
medieval period for looting its treasury™
and property. Nepal Review, April 1969

Voll No. 6 Page 247— Ram Niwas
Pandey. '
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The title Rainka Raja is that of Doti at

this time and we may jdentily the name
Wajrail with either Jurail or Dipail, the.
cold-weather residence of the Doti Raia

on the Seti river at the foot of the hills. His

principal fort was Ajmergarh near Dadel-

dhura, where the Chauntara or governor
now resides’ E.T. Atkinson, Kumaun, Hills

1974— Page 544-451

16.

qu TER QEFAAT, FATS 65— 1%-39 1

qc A Agiear, sfaga Sew agfigqd I,
wq q ge3—-




:[ :
"'

A4 aRAT G | TNF FFARIAT TF GER IWAFT
g, TR qETE ] [T T § B ) Agh T fawraw
T § | o9 fewaaars dt 9w dfaare
2 G| A TEW SAeHET ud g e
HOHET Yoo fq =IgEIM I WAl Seod
TTHT F (9R) V AN AEFATER SeEd Sl
&l durEfa s WEra (o) | a9 Fu-
FAT Q&R UAEES! AMHICAT  ARUHT § | ST9-
e FfqqT USIEEHT A9 qAfog gf=mwr Ifa-
g At afq gavg SigT oo AfTgwT At qrele
TMEEAT I Teaamat i 97 99 afwve 1 787l
wefFmra (R9) T UgA aigarEsT (IR)
aft Steara UagEs!  Ufierfasasl a9l T
ard gfiged! dmata aft swrfag g ) 9d
qedTgERl 9t 1 @1 swifag dwmatage-
T e TASATEERT HAGHT Hg! ATATAT ST -
ST AqAfT A7 TSEEH qag AT I FYT-
Fu  USHTETET WIHI SIET X SEATT AATGEH!
sftgms! sggearafax Sifsar gd g7 FegEEH
=] [ I9YH @y 1

FARIIX ITAE DAASH qAAGATE A
FYL TEAY ARG | A QR Uwaw  fgaeast
gan  Qfagrias wsEw g | T AET 9 -
TR AT AT Iq TTIAIRAT 915 qf7 Ffagra-
FREEATE TF T GHEAT IAFT § qT 70T QA
AfdE T arages! afvdes scafas qumarare
ST FeT AATGEAR Fg! AATAT FAAIY 19T

¥¥ ST A

=g afsrel woat g | UgA  aieFamAN wgh--
gea! fawanr fadig snAwrd &R resr afw qra--
o L OE farerfaees seeE wREr g1 (k%) 1
sfefag arsa 989 UF QUHUA FYATT FeIA
war  gfew  wesl gmg o qo¥y o 3fg
Qofe TET aF WIH HFAW gy 1 A
gieguwy  ser  foqr  ggwedas  wgTEy
FIAFALATS AT ATAATE  GITAGT  TAFT 7S~ -
FeF qf7 AT THT HI (%) 1 a9 g Y-
ZTfaF e SATATT qre QT FL UATGERT
MICICFT  Sea@ AR ;T gAA
wfaqa Thagfas amdies ofF ssifag wa g7
#@t wrfa Sfqeifas amfigeste arq &gl
YATZERT TG T A, ALAA, 9T,
faaasare, fasmara,  weoqra,  eEAa,
UG AT AAEE  AUS! dASq  THITHAT AEE
(%) 1 TEHRT WA . A ¥ AT TASEETRT
gagar fosaal o feufy fawfes gar @am
T AT gan (F) F fgaraatiae e wfe
FATST T ATAT ANTRI S\ AGACTT AT JAT--
AATE ATGT SATIAT AT 9 97 Feqdr S
gaiaer 9f HaI¥ @uedr AWl ST gfday

geTEaT fag |

3T GEAIGEI ATATAT 5. §. s¥o fqed &gy
YA fgaraaar sl UST  TA1TAT AXHT <
FIATEH! TAAR 5. oo BfE@ qoye & @y
TOEHT FURT a1 G WgH FEFATTET  TAT

19, The country extended to the Kalinadi or

black river, which separated it from Ku-
mau, and through its center passes the Seti
Gangga, or White river, on the banks of
this is a sine valley, two coses long and
one broad, in which stands Dipayal, the
capital, surroundéd on three sides by the
river, it contains about 400 houses built of
stoné and roofed with the same material.
Au Account of the Kingdom, Page 282
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23 His (Udyanchand 1420 A D.) possessions
therefore extended from ‘the Sarju on the
‘north to the Tarai on the south and from
the Kali westwards to the Kosi and Su-
wal. To the north of fhe Sarju lay the
estates of the Mankoti Raja of Gangoli,

and the Maharaja of the Doti held Sira,

Sor, Askot and the Bhotiya valieys of
Jubar and Darma. The Raja of Tumla
ruled over'Byans and Chandans 4nd Ka-
tyuri Rajas were established in Katyur,
Syunara and Lakhanpur of Pali. A Kathl
Rajput still ‘help Phaldakot apd a Kha-
siya family ruled in Ramgac and ‘Kota.
E. T. Atkinson, Kuamaun Hills,
527

Page
34 Till Thokarchand, the Chands of ‘Champa-
wati  were the vassals of Doti, Nepa}
Review 1969, Vol T No'6, Page 250
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35 When the war had lasted for twelve years,
Ratan Chand, the son of Bharti Chand,
who had been left 1n charge of Kali Ku-
maun, having received aid from the Raja
of Katehir, collected a large reinforce-
ment and joined his father in time to
take part in a -gerieral action in which the
Rainka Raja was defeated—E. T. Atkin-
son, Kumaun Hill, Page 529

-36 His (Ratna Chanda) father died in 1461
A.D. and about this time the Rainka
Raja again made an effort to reassert his
supremacy  Over Kali Kumaun. Ratan
Chand, howevér, was prepared for the
emergency and assembling an overwhel-
ming force invaded Doti. The reigning
Raja was Naga Malla, who had over-
thrown the Sa’hi'-’dyn’a‘sty, and the followers
of the old family, who had fled for protec-
tion to Chiampawat, now assisted the-inva-
“deis. ‘Ratanchand defected and'slew Naga
“Malla in battle and restored the codntry

to the Sahi Raja. Taking advantage of its
position, he penctrated as far as Jumla,
Bujan and that, then beld by Jagarnath
Bhat, Kharku Singh Mghara and Shor
Singh Muhara respectively and comptlled
each of them to tendér Yis submission and
agree to pay an annual tribute of one pod
of musk, a bow, a quiver full of arfows,
a hawk and a horse to the Raja of Kali
Kumaun — Kumaun Hills, Page 530

37 The Doti Raja again threw off ‘his‘alle-
glancc, and while Kirati Chand was cal-
lmg in his men from the detached posts
which the insecure state of his frontier
obliged him to maintain, the Dautlyals in-
vaded Kumaun in force— Kumaun ‘-Illls,

' Page 533

38 The result was that the Doti army was
almost annihilated and for a long tifie da-
red not appear again in force in KaliKu=
maun—Kumaun Hills, Page 534
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39 The Garhwal Raja now sought aid elese-
where and entered into an offensive and
defensive alliance with the Rainka Raja
of Doti, under which (in 1680 A. D.) Ku-
maun was attacked on the east by the Doti
Raja, who occupied Champawat and on
the west by the Garhwal Raja, who again

took possession of Danagiri and Dwara.
The war raged for two whole years, but

in the end the Kumaonis were victorious
against both the enemies—Kumaun Hills,
Page 570

40 ..that war had again broken out with

Doti. Deopala was then Rainka and, ta-
king advantage of the absence of Udyot

Chand, had invaded Kali Kumaun, but
bis success was very short lived, for the
Kumaonis drove the Dautiyals across the
Kali and in 1685 A. D. captured Ajmer-
garh near Dundeldhura, the summer resi-
dence of the Raja and the place where
the Chautara now resides. The Rainka
fled frem Ajmer to Dipail on the Seti river
at the foot of the hills, where was his us-

ual winter residence— Kumaun Hills,
Page 570

41 But the years afterwards he was driven-
thence and compelled to take refuge in-
Khairagarh, the capital of the plains of the
same name in the province of Qudh. Udyot
Chand captured Khairagarh in 1688 and
the Rainka yielded and agreed to pay in-
future a tribute to the Kumaun Raja.
These victories were celebrated with great .
pomp at Almora and were commemorated
by the building at the new place on the
site now occupied by the mission school
at Almora and the erection of temples to -
Tripuri Sundari, Udyot Chandeswar and.
Parbateswar close by, as well as the tank
in the Rajas’ c¢rmpound. Atkinson, Ku--
maun Hills, Page 570

¥R ArFgEr WgEsr amgage-ufssa sifwadar-
AqAT IEY |-

43 Debi Cnand next found himself attacked.
on the east by Doti and on the west by
Garhwal. He made peace with Doti and.

entrusting the conduct of the war with
Garhwal to his generals returped to the vi-

llage of Debipur in Doti. Kumaun Hills, .
Page 582
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45 He then ravaged the whole country as far
as the Kusbah of Wajrail in the country

of Raja Ramka; a powerful Zam»}ndar,
and from that town to Ajmer, which is
hl.: capltal In that placc are to be found
mmes of gold and smer, s11ks musks ‘and.
al] the productlons of T1b t, from whlch
country "he was only dlstant two days
Journcy ET Atkmson, Ku‘ éim ‘-Illls, Pa-
gc 544 “ i

46 Nlranjandeva son of Trl]oklpala, establl-

" shed the $tate of Doti about 1280 “AD.—
Nepal Review, Aprll 1969, P.* 250 by
Ram vaas Pdndcy

47 A family calling themselves Chandraban--
si Rajputs came from Pyuthana in Doti
and established themselves at Mankot:
in Gangoli‘ After the conquest of Gangol¥
by the ‘Chands, this famijly ‘returned to-
Doti, where their dcsccndants stlll exxst—
E.T. AtklnSon, Kumaun Hllls, Pagc 496
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48 West from Dalu Basandra was rather con-
siderable chief, called the -Doti Raja, who,
according to Prati Nidhi, pretended to
be of the family of the
but, according to Hariballava. the chiefs
of this state were of a collateral branch
of the Shalivahan family.

Prati Nidbi, they had governed for about
40 generations, when Vishnu Sa, the son

sun

’

According to

of Pradipa Sa, was dethroned by order
of Bahadur Sahi. He was carried to Ne-
pal, but Prati does not know what has been
his fate. According, however, to Hariba-
Nlava, the chief who was expelled was
Dip Sa, the son of Krishna Sa, the son
of Mahendra Sa. He resided somne years
at Philibhit,
sons who have retived to Mahmudi, in
the Nawab’s country, in great distress,
the army of Gorkha having seized in the
while their lands on the plains, as well as
on th: mouatains. I have, however, heard
it stated, that very lately .the heir has
bheen taken into favour, and restored to
his estates, on condition of paying an an-

where he died, leaving three

nual tribute An Account of the Kingdbm
of Nepal, 1971 Page 281-282
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50 The Raniof Kalyan Chand was satisfied
with the result of her son’s victories and
taking husband’s weapons in her
arms cheerfully ascended the funeral pyre
and became a Sati- Kumaun Hills, Pégc
553 -
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51 The Chands often married Katyuri wives,
but never gave their own daughter to the
Katyuri. They now: intermarry with the
families of the petty Vaisya Thakuri Rajas
to the east of Doti and Jumla in Nepal.
The Askot family also intermarry with
the Nepalese, but of late years the poorer
descendants of the Pali families have begun
to intermarry with the more wealthy Kha-
siyas. Kumaun Hills, Page 496 '

=52 According to Hariballabha, the Raja of

Yumila (Jumla) were of the Suryabang
si. and were admitted to be pure,” O as
to intermarry with the chiefs of Kumaun
and Garhwal- An Account of the Kingdom

of Nepal, Page 287
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62" The Gorkhalis. chose to attack jumla
by the northern route, passing from the
lands of the Mustang Raja along the
mouantain tracks and into jumla from
the north east. The Rise of the House of
Gorkha, L. F. Stiller S. J. Page 185

63 After the conquest of Jumla, the Gorkhalis -
moved farther west to. Achham, Bajhang
and Doti. The Rise of the House of Gorkha:
L. F. Stiller S. J. Page 187
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Sacred

To the memory of Wiiliam M.C. Murdo

2nd Battalion, 26th Regi-
N.I, killed on the 27th December

1814, aged 22 years, with the Light Company

Wilson, Ensign,
ment,

of his Regiment which, conveying the retreat
of Major W. M. Richard’s column on the
height of Jaittik near Nahan, the
officer commanding the Company, Lieutenant
Thackery, and 57 men were Kkilled and
wounded by a strong and overpowering
colomn of Guikbas led by Cazee Ranjor
Thapa.

when

The Remains of the deceased with three
other officers (Lieutenant Numb, Thackery
and Ensign ~Stalkrit) were buried at this
spot, and this tomb erected by the surviving
officers of the Light Battalion te this me-
mory.

This slab was placed by an affectionate

QoY

HEEAIS FAM AF GIETATS (13 FIATL 74T AR

faargt feux wate | faadl afga wgr= Agizs g

g AR T ANE QN a3 wdrd e

tagt g weaT Afad GEUHAS CILT TEIET A
S ST GIFTHT AW gEIfTH uH g wifaw-
gEF! Uag Wigq MREEIgEaArs Jad &gl gAar

ghsr fag T gdIgEars faare adar gArg wT
TeFT faw | s qgs ofv wiw a@fga gt
gAT TAFEATS §Y | WY qeE wAE AIf rwAoy
MY TATZ®T ITE IS FIT FWAT R 1 AT
grzEr T el HfRGT AFHT gFAT ATEr 91GT

 gmifga wft fredT werd W g a2 § afr

ao-frge ST wEr fRargigear MiR@rdigE €T
QAT 17 fZERT 9T < @Ed @IS | FOAT qEA
&3 wdar fro T EXF qUEAIE ¥WwA A% gT dr
qEgEAr TTIH FA ANT WA T F@AL WU
S 1§ Sg) NyeEreter §ik T g G qrey igr
AYTE A% WT | FETT GIE fqaq 9% wH< @l
HEAT GARAT GIATH STHHR! FReerar SAT AT
FTH GSTA_1 FF METAGEAR  UqAT QST
FqTe WAl 4T S A 7R | g sraearar fadi-
g% 8% 991 e gaAr freaane arfg faede sl
EATE T MY | CAGAE FET T S0 ST AT
F NFAAT FIX | A IFIL TIET qead  SFhE

MTGT B ATZAAT TG AT STAH] AH ATTIRH G-
TIT Fertaaaa 419 Yerra | | ggay feafqur g
afyg FTe() TSN VATGAT AFTIANAT I FEE
fcat M@t 359 sfpaT sTAtagars gaar
fau 1 A SeEtti e G (CRIC CICON AN R B
ST AM@IEE G T o qETH MNAEd afg,
qrens frearare g FRer AT AT R T
SIS HIS ATAMTENAE ARG fqL @ o

MTErdigEs aff AATSAT AAAT TR G
X1 G ST B gASr g wgl e A

T e TR Y TIer 98 afwat freenfaa aw

AT ST IR [ MT@RE age gEAr




0%

dbrother after alapse of 25 years, the original
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- The Medieval Settlements | E

‘With Special Réference to Balambu and Bungamatif_

1. Background

The geographical studies on Nepalese settle-
iehits are limited. Despite its ceértain limita-
Kawakita’s study' the
cross-section of settlements of central Nepal

tions, represents

in which two major settlements, viz. agricultu-
ral and commercial, each comprising different
patterns of settlement, are identified. Among
these two major groups, agricultural settlement
is supposed to be basic and earlier in origin
while the commercial settlement is said to
have been segregated itself from the earlier.

gimilarly, two main processes are identified
as regards to the morphological evolution of
settlements into urban areas.? One is the
transformation of traditional medieval city
into the modern ones. The example being
Kathmandu Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, etc. The
second procsss concerns particularly with the
‘expansion and population concentration of
certain rural settlements giving rise to urban

aggl‘omerations The e_xamples are Pokhara,

—Chatiramehr Gva}'mc/tarya

Hetauda, apd the major settlements of Tarai.
region. Some of the main attributing factors
for the growth process of medieval settlements.
are its rich soil and geographical location as
the entrepot trade centres. The growth of
rural centres into urban agglomeration, on the-
other hand, is attributed to various develop-
ment undertakings e.g. in the field of transport,.
industry, etc.? Since majority of major settle-
ments of Nepal Tarai are located "close to the
Indian railbeads it may not be controversial
to assume that the expansion of Taraj scttic-
ments are the results of increasing opportunitjes.
there provided and expanded in the begining
by the development of transport sy$tem in
the southern border areas with India during.
the British period. '

The scope of the present study is, however,
limited to outline  some of the important
features ef gpatial and socie-economic aspects
of medieval settlement with its special refetence
to Balambu and Bungamati- two. separate
eompact settltments locatcd each at a distance

1 §. Kawakita, FEthno-Geographical Obse-
rvation on - the Nepal Himalaya in Peo-
" ples of Nepal Himalaya, Vol IIT (Ed) H
Kihara, Kyoto, 19567 - o

2. Nepals Nanonal Report for Human En-
vironment, National Planning Commlsswn,

HMG; Kathtnandu. 197113 6- »
3. op. cit SN



of 5 miles west and south of Kathmandu
gespectively? (Fig.1.)

2. The Medieval Seitlements

" Founded between 13th to 18th century,
‘the settlements are said to be
internally organised social units where the
.communities are occupied with the whole round
of life for fulfilling the goals of economic
performance and social control. Bat the
.community life is said to have a relative
difference as some settlements enjoy certain
amenities which others lack. These amenities
-are expressed in terms of such facilities as

medieval

the drinking water, ponds and water tanks,
public buildings, public platform, etc,etc.® Such
.a relative difference in the community life
reflected by some aggregate features of ameni-
‘ties, perhaps, differentiate the medieval cities
from its hub of settlement clustures.

One proxy indicator for such differentia-
tion could be the nomenclature of settle-
‘ments. For example, the term ‘Pur’ in Sans-
krit designates ‘city’ and this term usually
comes as a suffix to the place name. Related
to this observation, it is interesting to note
the five major settlements with ever 5,000 po-
pulation of the Kathmandu Valley. They are
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Kantipur (Kathmandu) 1961 population: 121,
019), Lalit-pur (Patan, 47,713), Bhakta-pur
(Bhadgaon, 33,877), Madhya-pur (Thimi, 9
719) and Kirti-pur (5,764).

>

Balambu and Bungamati are also known
as Bhasti-pur and Amara-pur but these settle=
ments are of relatively small size (respective
populatien 1965: 1,469 and 2 968).

‘A. Spatial Aspect of Medieval Settle-
ment:

In its spatial aspect, one interesting point
to be noted is the geographical location of
settlements. Almost all the medieval settlements
are found to be located in the elevated plain
which command the low lying agricultural
land.® But the principal reason for such a
locutional choice for certain settlements seems
to be political” whereas to the majority eof
settlements it may still be the economic consi-
deration since the economy of practically all
settlements were founded on the efficient use
of their agricultural lands.

Irrespective to the location and size, the
settlement patterns are rather compact which
are often fortified with the provision of network

of walls and gateways.® In Balambu there are

~ 4. The author surveyed Balambu in 1965 and
submitted a report: Village Survey (Ap-

. plied Geography) Balambu Puldol & Tha-
pagaon to the Dept. of Geogra., T. U. whe-
reas Bungamatiis surveyed by the auther
in 1968. from the Dept. of Geogr. T. U. The
author’s published contribution on this vi-
llage is: A Cultural Geography of Bun-
gamati Village, in Nepal Review, Voice of
Nepal (P. Ltd.) Kath., 1969. Vol. II No. 1
pp. 35-42. The observations and data used
here are largely drawn from these reports.

-5. Personal communication with Mr. Daman
Raj Tuladhar. '

6. See also: Land-use map of Kathmandu-
Patan by P.P. Karan attached in the back
cover page of the Himalayan Review, Ka-
thmandu, 1973-74.

7. D. B, Bajracharya, Defence System of the
Malla Period and Popular Duty to it, in
Nepal Digest, Vol. I, No. 6, April-May
1972, Kathmandu, p. 23

8. 1bid. pp. 23-27. See Also: C. B. Shrestha &
V. M. Malla, ‘Urban Centres of the Kath-
mandu Valley,” in The Himalayan Review,
Kathmandu, 1969-70, 21st 1GV Nepal Tour
Supplement pp. 33-39.
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. ethree gateways-one each at east, north and
south directions. :

The main road radiates from the centre and
.the whole settlement is divided into broad
<rectangles which are further sub-divided into
_blocks (Fig. 2). The main street is either
Jbrick or stoneslab paved. The pavement of
. stoneslab seems to be of later introduction.
In Balambu, it was only in the early 50s that
the main street is paved with such slabs
~measuring 5 feet wide.

Houses are generally three-storied and are
.built with bricks and tile roofing. Depending
.on the economic conditions of the community
.or other factors there are special public

buildings dedicated to the local deity like the
‘chapaa’ attached to Hayagriv Bhairav temple
‘in Bungamati. Other public buildings in the
form of ‘Pati-Pauwa’ (inns) are to be found
~practically in all medieval settlements where
the péOp]e could gather for social, religious
.or recreational purposes. In certain settlements,
particulary of large size settlements, there are
elevated platforms (Daboo) at specific points
~where the socio-religious performanccs are
held. In many settlements one could find the
ponds and water tapnks either left open or
~encircled by walls. Similarly, there are either
dug out wells or water-spouts connected to
. canal for drinking water purposes. One very
interesting feature characterising the medieval
. outlook of settlements is their association with
certain deity. For example, Balambu is dedica-
- ted to Mahalaxmi and Bungamati to Mach-

hendranath.®?

Newars are the original - inhabitants of the
medieval settlements but concentration of
specific caste-group by settlement e.g. Mahar-

" jans in Balambu or some fair indication ' of

caste-wise clﬁstering within the settlement
like Vajracharya in Machhendra Bahal, Sakya
and Tuladhar in ward No.2, Maharjan and
‘Mali in ward Nos. 1,4 &6 of_Bungamati, are
discernible. However, these settlements differ
radically both in spatial and social term froim
the specific caste—group settlements to be
found in Parbate settlement.'® like Thapagaon
of Puldol area.

Looking at the single ethnic composition
(Newar) and the practiceof polytheism
(Buddhism & Hinduism) of ‘Medijeval Settle-
ments, it is more comparable with the single
ethnic group and the practice of Mahayana
and Shinto in Japan.'!

B. Socio-Economic Aspect of Medicval

Settlement.

The medieval settlements with continous
rows of single housing units are basically the
agricultural settlements. Generally, two types
of agriculture are practiced by the communis
ties, viz. Ghar Bari and Khet Bari. The Ghar
Bari, in a way, is Kitchen garden attached

with the imdividual residential units where

the individual family grow their vegetable
requirements. On the other hand, the cereal

9. See also: The Physical Development Plan
for the Kathmandu Valley, HMG/N, Xa-
thmandu, 1969. P. 53.

110. Derived this term from ‘Parbate’ (Nep:
People living in higher altitude).

11. Y. Masai, The Contemporary Japanese
Townseape in Japanese cities- A Geogras
phical Approach,’The Association of Ja-
panese Geographers, Tokyo, 1970 p. 105, :



g rains are grown in the Khet Bari which aré
oftenn detatched from the residential units.
‘Since animal husbandry and cultivation are
'clearly reiated and as these two occupatiofis

arc not mutually exclusive, almost all com-

Vmumfy members keep some livestock. There-
‘fore, it can be said that the ecohomy of the
medieval community is founded on what the
farm and livestock produce. To méét other
requirements of life, bartér is the most preva-
lent system of the timé. Even to the present
date, oilseeds with mustard oil, potatoes and
millets with earthen pots, spoilt and unutilized
- metal pieces with utentils are bartéred occas
sionally both in Balambu and Bungamati.

Since money plays a minimal part in the
community, the socio-economic status of the
people is determined in terms of right over
land. Those who are rich in the community
show their economic prosperity through the
land grants to the social organisations, varjous
dietics and organising big feasts occasionally

which is known popularly as‘Dey Bhoy’.'? The

Machhendranath and Bhairav of Bungamati
is said to possess some 1200 ropanis of land

from such land grants. Similarly, the Maha-
laxmi of Balambu accounts some 145 ropanis
of such land. Some of the important implica-
tions associated with such offering of land to
the social organisations and deities are that the
services will be performed so long as the land
is to be held and the members of the commiu-
nity will be motivated to attach in the society.

‘In the traditional society the usual way of
paymcnt is in- grains. In Balambu, the barber,
,‘Kushle (player of musical instruments during

val'lous rItUalworks) and ~smithe are paid
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in graid. The quantity of grajin payment to the-
barber depends on the number of malesina
family while to the blacksmith it depends onw-
the pumber of plows owned by the family. .
The system is called ‘Jajamani’ and when a
servicinig caste refer to his client as his *jajman’
(i.e grain payiog family), he implies, first, that
the relationship between them is an enduring .

_oné¢ and, secondly, that his client is wealthy

enough to pav annually in grain. Like the -
land grants to dieties and socjal organisatiops,
it is also said to exist the payment in land to.-
the servicing caste which is considered as
of great prestige.

In the medieval community, extended family
system forms the basic unit of society. Although..
they are separated, the family members are
called on during various occasions for
co-operation as well as for feasts. On the
other hand, the unity between diverse members...
of the community are reflected in a mutual
reciprocal system like ‘Bolay’ (literally, let’s
shoulder together) where the lobonr are
exchanged under the obligation of kinship.
friendship and neighbourhood for agriculture--
during transplanting and harvesting seasons;
and in the institutionalised system like ‘Manka .
Khala’ (literally, common group) where the
community members, repreésenting from almost
every family in the village make collective
efforts €. g. in the construction  of -
canals, ponds, water tanks, and in its repair,..
maintenance, etc.

In the medieval peried when each caste
is associated with a practice of particular
occupation, the strong social cohesion and..
continuty in the cammunity is further exemp-
lified py the inclusion of such a functionally -
evolved easte. The caste structire of Balambu..
is composed of Maharjan (larmer) Shrestha .

12 1n this 'féast; at least oné member from
each of the family in the village is invited.
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{Trade & Craftsmen) Nakarmi (Blacksmith)
Kushle (Tailer) Tandukar (Painter) Khadgi
(Butcher) Manandhar (Oil presser) Baniya
and Napit (Barber). Like in many other
medieval settlements, the social segregatian

of people according to traditional caste is also
the -

found. As for example, in. Bungamati
main courtyard of Machhendra Bahal is being
ocoupied by the so-called higher castes leaving
its periphery to the lower. The profile of

L

caste strata from peripheral Jawllakhel to Mac--

hendra Bahal gives a fair indication of Pode,
Kassin, Mali, Maharjan, Tuladhar, Sakya.
and Vajracharya.

An understanding of our
basic to an

settlements is-
understading of our culture and

of special value to professionals'in settlement.

planning.




The Conservation Of Tang-k_as
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1. 'Ivntroductz'on

Tang-Kas are an expresion of the Buddist
faith. They had their origin in India, inspired
by traditions that were both magical and reli-
gioué and they developed through Nepal on
the one hand and Kasmir on the other to reach
maturity in Tibet, a country which, to date,
had no cultural traditions of its own. The
appreciation of literature and the arts was an
accompaniment of Buddhism which found its
way to Tibet from the adjacent Indian and

Chinese civilizations. The tang-kas is a pictorial
hanging, the literal meaning of the word being
something that is rolled up but the oider name
of ““Ras-bris” signifies a drawing on cotton.

The subjects of the tang-ka were taken
almost always from the Indian “Pata”, fabrics
that were painted with images and symbols of
divinities: Buddha and Bodhisattava. The
tang-ka was used to acquire merit, to hang
on family altars orin the temples or to be
carried by the itinerant lama to promote medi-
tation or as an illustration of his ermons.

The painter of the tang-ka, found by
 Buddhist ritual (Trippitaka) had to follow well-
defined rules and could not allow himself any

variations by which he might be recognized. In
carrying out this, his act of faith, hc must

femain anonymous.

It is extremely difficult, therefore, to assign
a date to such art forms where neither inscrip-
tions nor the insignia of one of the great
masters is present. Only exceptionally, when
such exist, can a postquem date be established.

Otherwise, it is almost impossible to place
them historically.

The earliest pictorial records to be found in
Tibet, apart from isolated prehistoric occurre-
nces, seem to be in the VIII C.A.D, and these
are a manifestion of mediaeval Buddhist art.
They related to the Pala kings who reigned in
Northern India between 750 and (150 A.D.
Pictures that were wused to illustrate tang-kas
appeared only in the X century but it should
be stated that dating with any degree of
certainty is not possible prior to the XVIIIc.

The subject matter had to follow fixed
patterns that were continuously repeated, some
of the favourite topics being as follows:

i The Buddha and the stories of his life,
surrounded by divinities, Buddhisattava
and lamas.’

ii Groups of divinities (Tschog Shing), depic-
ting the cosmic tree rising from the waters
through the earth to the

heavens and
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‘having the various divinities arrayed on its
branches.’

«ii The wheel of life, a subject that illustrated
. the Buddhist conception of birth and death.

W The Intermediate state (Bar-Dova), a

subject illustrating the symbolic visions of
the deceased between the moment of death
and re-birth.

~y The Mandala or Magic Circle. This took

the form of a circle in a square with four
openings and it combined in itself, art,
magic and psychology. Its symbolism
was derived from the Yoga doctrine which
,tcachefs that by meditation and concentra-
tion the soul can unite itself completely
with the divine. The Mandala is also a
symbol of ‘spiritual power and he who
carries out the painting or meditates upon
it acquires divine powers. ‘

During special ceremonjes a mandala
-.design might be reproduced on the ground by
using coloured powders.

~vi Horoscopés, used by astrologer lamas in
foretelling the future. '

-vii The Great Masters, These represented the
Dalai and the Tashi lamas and their
predecessors.

- Technique of Execution

While the technique of tang—~ka construc-
-tion was fairly simple, it resulted in an article
~that proved to be sufficiently resistent and

suitable for its purposes even though apparently
~fragile and impermanent. ’

The support was usually a cotton fabric.
' The earlier canvasses were thick and rather
srregular but with the passage of time the

7

textiles became thinner and mose even. There

To prepare the ground for painting the
cloth was stretched on a frame and while kept
taut by a string treated through the borders
it was treated on both sides with several grgqu
layers composed of white charges and a
binding medium like vegetal gums or starch
glue but for religious reasons never animal
glue. When quite dry the surfaces were polished
by rubbing with shells or other materials.
When finished, the ground was usually so
thin as to allow the texture of the weaving to
show through slightly.

The design was carried out on the gronnd
either directly by the use of charcoal or it
might be transferred by a fine pounce from
apother drawing and then traced using Indian
ink. It is'probable that the pounce technique
x}vas_ applied whi several similar subjects were
required as set themes were always recurring.

As for the paint layer, the pigments were
normally of mineral origin but some organic
colouring matters were employed. The medium
used was probably a vegetal gum The picto-
rial layer had the appearance of gouache, as
when colours are mixed with white, and in
tang-kas the white might be lime which would
provide sufficient covering power with a matt
texture. Gold was much in demand for the
backgrounds, silver more rarely.

As for the composition, this was carried
out in flat colour-wash within “sensitive
outlines that suggested the modelling. These
outlines, tbgethcr with the final toﬁches and
the inscriptions, were done either in red or
perhaps more often in black. For this, &
carbon ink was employed which was made

according to a complex: fofmula by burning
wicks in oil and grinding and tempering the
resultant residue in animal glue. Having




‘regard to the. delicacy of these finishing
touches, it is thought that the paint-brushes
used must have been very fiae ond pointed.

There is no sure proof of the :presence of
a surface-protective layer of varnish but, if
used, one may assume that it would be of the
same nature as the medium though much
diluted. ' :

The execution of the painting started with
the central feature which provided the nucleus
around which the surrounding composition

- developed and as the painter was nof only an

artist but a believer performing an act of faith
which he shared with the priest, it appears
‘that the latter was charged with carrying out
the most important parts of the work, namely
the faces and the inscriptions.

When carried from place to place the
tang-kas were rolled up. Thi+ was always done.
starting at the bottom and rolling towards
the top. Any other method would have been

sacrilegeous.

Tang-kas were normally of rectangular
shape though some of the older ones were
almost square. The earliest-had a border only
at top and bottom, but later on, borders
framed the picture entirely. They were made
of brocade, Chinese or Japanese in origin

“and were sewn to the picture. On the reverse,

the borders were lined with thick linen, fixed
cither by sewing or adhesive.

The stick at the bottom around which the
pictures were always rolled was at first of
bomboo with silver or brass ends but latera
wooden rod of circular section. was employed
and it was provided with the same metal

. terminals. A narrow strip of flat wood was
_jnserted in the upper edge of the tang-ka for
.hanging purposes and it might be provided
—with ribbons for fastening when rolled up.
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To the upper slip of wood also a thin and:
precious veil was sometimes fixed to protect-
the picture especially from the smoke of -
votive candles.

Though much has been said of the painted
tang-kas, other types were not uncommons..
some were woven, embroidered, others carried
designs in applique work as will be seen from..
the following list of common types.

i Printed Tang-kas:- Those in which the
artist coloured the subject-matter already :
printed on the textile. In this case the
creative value is seen to belong to he who -
carved the blocks. Such carvings were
executed on large wooden boards preserved
in the monasteries. The faithful caused=
them to be printed on linen or on paper in.
preparation for colouring by the artist or
perhaps so as to be made available for a.

copyist.

ii gsert’a?l:— This category contains both .
those printed on a background of gold
and executed in red pigment or on a red:
background and figures in gold, the word

o]
“gsert‘an’’signifying gold.

fii Embroidered Tang-kas and those having..
decorative textile appliques The embroi-
dered variety was introduced from China.

The applique type represent the oldest:.
examples.

iv Mandalas;— Described above.

v Tang-kas of the mGon-Khan.; These are-
of the greatest artistic value; the predomi-
pant colours are red, black and dark blue...
In the oldest there were black figures on a
red ground while the more recent are red
on a black ground. As regards the borders..
which act as a frame for the tang-ka see-
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the detailed and precise description in
“The Z. C. Huntington Studies in Con-
servation, 1970, vol. 15, no 3, pp. 190.

3. Deterioration with Age

Irrespective of their origin, tang-kas are
usually found to be in rather a precarious
condition for, although they are by nature
relatively resistent, they are sensitive to the
many well-defined factors that induce deterio-
ration and to which they are inevitably expo-
sed.

When hanging inside temples, for example,
they are continuously in an atmospbere liable
to be contaminated with the fumes of burning
animal fats and this results in their gradually
accumulating a deposit of brownish soot. When

carried in the open or suspended outside, they
are exposed to the weather and particulariy to
humidity. Periodic soakingin water has the
effect of partially removing the brown stai-
" ming but runnels are formed and dark haloes

are left surrounding the undissolved residues
of soot. Such forms of damage which are fre-
quently present in tang-kas are conspicuous
from the aesthetic point of view and physically
they constitute the weakest areas when it comes

to cleaning. As long as the tang-kas are expo-
sed to damp in the unroiled condition, the
action is less grave because notwithstanding
the potentially unstable system the superficial
greasy layer confers partial protection, but,
when' they suffer contact with water immedi-
ately before or after rolling the damage is much
greater as the humidity penetrates into the
interior, swelling and weakening the ground
and paint layers which tend to tear themselves
off by sticking to the convolutions of the ma-
terials with which they are in contact.

Other factors of a mechanical nature are
associated with the repeated action of rolling

and unrolling which, if not carefully carried
out, results in a lack of homegeneity 'causing-
horizontal and vertical wrinkling with loss of"
colour. Such folding is also found where the-
brocades frame the tank-ka. These may have
suffered differential shrinkage as compared
with the cotton canvas 'which, of course, has-
been primed for printing and thus in some
measure stabilized.

Such are the types of deterioration usually”
to be found on tang-kas and they all arise-
from the causes that have been indicated.

More rarely one comes across damage by’
fire desiccation, staining, serious distoration,
the presence of lacunae or finally complete-
destruction.

4. Treatment for Conservaiion

With a knowledge of the technique of ma--
nufacture, the sensitivity of the final product
and the main causes of detetioration, it will be-
evident that any interference with the paint
layer would be likely to involve a difficult and!
delicate operation. However, as regards the
lining of the tang-ka which, when the different-
strata are considered, is necessary for the des~

cribed deteriorations, several well-tested me--
thods of procedure regarding treatment are av-
ailable and have been applied with success.

It we exclude the use of a rigid supp-rt
which is seldom justified as it detracts fromy
the character of the work and almost always-
deprives it of its original silk brocade framing,
o1e is driven to employ a method which invol-
ves reinforcement of the old canvas and this-
is both simple and suitable. It is a variation of
the method used in the Orient for strengthe-
ning paper, silk, cotton, etc. When applied io-
the case of a tang—ka the result is that the old
canvas retains its flexibility after treatment so
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that it can still be rolled and unrolled with
-€age and the borders can be stltched easily.
Above all, the attachment is so transparent
that one can study the design through it
.and read important inscriptions that would be
buried under any opaque lining.

* In accordance with the Japanese technique,
paper is used for the lining. The type of paper,
its quality and thickness, is selected as being
‘the most suitable attainable for the painting
in question. For example, choice may be of
Usu-Minogami (thin paper from Mino) and
such a paper can be obtained from an importer
-of Japanese papers in Europe. (1) It bears
the number 540. The adhesive is a corn starch
‘paste, more or less diluted accoding to neces-
sity. The properties of this adhesive are that it
-does not in any way alter the appearance of
the picture, that when applied io the back
it does notl soak deeply into the texile and so
does not get through to the surface of the pic-
‘ture and, finally, that it can easily be removed
if necessary, by the application of a little mois-
ture.

Another method of reinforcement that has
given good result with tang-ka textiles is to linen
' with a thin canvas imregnated with polyvinyl

acetate emulsion dried and applied warm by
the use of a hot iron. If it should seem desi-
rable to avoid the use of the iron lest it should
cause mechanical damage to the fragile and
delicate paint layer there is an alternative me-
thod of removing any persistent wrinkling of
the original canvas by a process involving da-
mping taking advantage of the powerfnl trac-
tion of the pap:r on drying This procedure
is described below.

The starch and paper process is carried
out as follops. A very fluid mixture of the

-a bro.d brush having soft short bristles. The
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adhesive to which a fungicide has previously
been added is applied to the sheet of paper
placed upon a flat sheet of Formica using

quantity of starch left on the paper must
be a minimum #nd it must be very thoroughly
spread and any excess eventually removed
using the same brush. The size of the sheet
‘of paper is important and it should be some
two to three centimetres on each side broader
than the old canvas.

After allowing a little time for the adhesive
to loss some of its moisture, the sheet, rendered
fragile and difficult to handle by the wetting
and the weight of the adhesive, is attached
to a thin, rigid wooden rod using the brush,
and now by raising the stick the paper can
be lifted from the Formica sheet like a
flag.

During the waiting period the original
canvas is slightly but uniformly moistened
employing this time a different bread brush
having bristles of the same kind. Then with
a controiled and dexterous movement the
paper is attached to the canvas taking care
to avoid creasing it and with another brush
this time quite stiff and with long bristles it
is delicately tapped all over the surface to
ensure that adhesion is perfect even in the
smallest irregularities or deformation of the
cinvas.

As it dries it may Jook a bit strange
because the paper that is free at the edges
will have twisted considerably. At “this stage
the back has to be rehumidified and only
the free border edges are treated with fresh
adhesive so that they are in a condition to
stick down the tang-ka face up ¢n a smoothe
Formica or Masonite sheet. If, the latter, it

1. OSKAR Vangerow KG, D-8 Munchen,
Post fach 83.
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-should" have been previously prepared by
~impregnation with shellac and thoroughly
~dried. In this system, as the paper and the
textile dry, the picture comes under tension
~which is just enough to eliminate the undula-
tions aad deformities. ' ‘

According to the Japanese technique the
- object is left under tension for many months
in order to ensure that the flatiening is
permanent. In the application of the process
.-as described here for tang-kas, nowithstan-
ding the reduction in the time of tension,
* the results are equally satisfactory.

When the support has been put into good
shape, the next consideration must be that
of aesthetic presentation and this comprises

--cleaning, reintegration and remountiog.

Cleaning involves direct action om the

- materials that constitute the artistic composi-
“tion, namely, the paint layer. An understan.
ding of the technique of execution and of
any alterations that have been made to
the work is a basic essential in devising a
-means of treatment which, otherwise. could
so easily be hazardous. Where, as in the
case, the binding medium is vey sensitive
to water and where at the same time the use

- of aqueous media are essential for treatment,
the delicacy of the operation will be apparent,
There is this, also, that pigments are charac-
:+terized by a lack of cohesion and any action
that involves rubbing, even when dry, is
likely to be fraought with danger. This being
said, one must proceed’ with the greatest
- caution, particularly in dealing with a tang-ka
* that ;has been exp'osed to some form of
- -disaster.
The

principal alterrations, as said,not

: speaking of rare burns, are brown stains,

dark haloes - due to water, grease of hands

.on the external part of the roll and loss

of colour. Iis features have already been
discussed. The treatment that is recommended
for conservation is here described in detail,
it being understood that it may require modi-
fication in proportion as the cases presented
less catastrophic and
normal examples of

for restoration are
conform more to
deterioration.

The procedure adopted for clearing up
staining and eliminatisg the various manifes-
tations of damage consists in the use of a
basic mixture containing hydrogen peroxide
of appropriate strength diluted as required.
In some cases the addition of alcohol may
be desirable as this tends to counteract the
action of water. The cleaning solution is
applied to the tang-ka through a very thin
sheet of Japanese tissue that is held against
the picture layer. It is applied by brush,
very delicately, in such a manner that the
brush, itself, does not disturb the paint
layer and, indeed, the use of a fine spray
for application may sometimes be preferable.

Besides preventing contact between pain-
ting and brush, the Japanese tissue is able
to absorb the material that has been dissol-
ved by the cleansing solution. The hydro-
gen peroxide clears the brown staining
from the fibresof the canvas while the com-
plete humidification of the surface gets ride
of the ‘water marks’ or haloes

Despite all precautions, the greatest risk
exists in the operation of removing the tissue
which must always be drawn back from
the painting slowly, diagonally, from a cor-
ner and almost parallel to the surface of the
tang-ka. ' '

This first cleaning operation may suffice,
or it may be necessary to repeat the operation:




using fresh tissue, but in apy case one has
to guard against the temptation to- apply

‘local treatment lest this results in the for-
mation of fresh haloes: the whole picture

should, preferably, be dealt with at one
time or within well delimited zones.

After the cleaning, a slight fixing of the
colowr is recommended as by spraying with
a polyvinyl alcohol solution in ethyl alcohol,
and this gives a measure of protection and
restores a certain strength to the paint layer.
But reintegration is always a matter of aes-
thetics. It scems reasonable to suggest, how-
ever, that where the formal continuity of
the work it interrupted, say by the loss of co-
lour or design, perhaps as a result of creas-
ing, and a rash of white spots result that
tend to destroy the pictorial record, touching-
in by watercolour may be justified, not, in~
deed, with the object of concealing the da-
mage, but only so that the spots are lightly
veiled. By this means the subject matter of
the tang-ka can be made to regain something
of its original clarity.

At the conclusion of this series of opera-
tions the surface must be protected by a
final fixing. The choice of fixative may be
decided by experience taking into account
the particalar features of the case. The use of
a synthetic resin 1s favoured, such as polyvinyl

alcohol, (Vinaviliol etc.) and such is generally
applied in an ethyl alcohol solution of about
3 per cent strength using a spray.

The original brocades that framed the
tang-ka which bave been previously dry clean-

ed are now restored around the picture in

their correct positions and fixed by stitching

and in the interests of future conservation the
reconditioned tang-ka may be accommoda-
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ted in a specially lined box such as is re-—

. commended for Japanese kakemons.

Application of the Method to a Nepal--
ese Tang-ka.

This work was carried out in the labo-.
ratory of the Imstituto Centrale del Restaure -
in Rome at the instance of the Internationals
Ceatre for the Conservation and Restoration:.
of Cultural Property, by the UNESCO scho--
lar Upendra Nath Sapkota (Nepalese), fol-
lowing the suggestion of Miss Giselle Hy-.
vert, UNESCO expert, with the assistance of "
Miss Giovanna S. Martino representing the-
International Centre for Censervationy the-
analyses have been carried out by Dr. M. ri--
sa Tabasso Laurenzivat, Chemist at the
Laboratory of the Instituto Centrale del~
Restauro, July 1972- March 1973.

Appendix
Laboratory Report

Ref. No. 6!/72 Tang-ka representing;:
“Bhairaba” by Upendra Nath Sapkota

Description and Preliminary Study

This tang-ka depicts Bhairaba,. the cen-
tral figure, painted in blue, dancing on a.
lotus flower. A Buddhist god on each of the
upper corpers on lotus flowers and on the-
is a (blue) and a

snake of half-human body (particolour).

lower register river

Red flames of fire flicker all around the-
central figure, clothed in a tiger skin with
long green draperies to hisleft and right and
he holds a “Bajra’ in his right hand. Above-
the head are five bhuman skulis and over.-




The Conservation..

the central skull the head of an animal
{dog 7) over which flies a bird (Garuda ?).

Dimensions 3 Tang-ka 58.5 x 42.0 cms

Thread counts on tapg-ka

Warp 17/cm ¢ Weft 19/ cm.
Condition As received, very dirty and
worn. ' Creasy. dusty and
deteriorated - with much loss of
pigment. The design was hardly
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visible and the textile was-

badly creased.

The frame, a single textile, was removed

and samples of the colour taken from the-
tang-ka for investigation.
Analysis of Paint Layer:

Three samples were taken from the paint

layer as indicated below and these were:

examined microscopically and by microchemi-
cal analysis.

Colour ' Site

Composition

Blue From the centre of the
main figure “Bhairaba”

Artificial Ultramarine

Green From the drapery at Malachite
the left side
Red From the base of the Vermiilion
tang-ka on the left side
The Cleaning Operations Acetone 3"
1. Mechanical ‘n-Butylamine 3> .
. Mechanical. Water | by volume.

After removing the frame, the tang-ka
was cleared of the superficial dust, soot and
cob-webs both back and front by using a
very soft flat brush, resistent lumps of grease
‘being removed with the aid of a spatula and
lightly moistened cotton wool.

2. Chemical

There were many resistent greasy spots
on the tang-ka and it was necessary to find
a solvent that could be wused safely in the
presence of the watercolour medium. After
many trials, the following mixture was selec-
ted as being the most satisfactory:

Hydrogen peroxide (12 vol) 1 part
Alcohol 3

The tang-ka was stretched flat on a smooth
table (Formica) and retained in position by
adhesive cloth - along the edges. Then Jap
tissue was spread over the painted surface
according to the standard procedue and the
cleaning solution applied throught this to the

. painted surface with a 10 cm soft flat brush.

Dirt was quickly absorbed by the tissue which

was removed after 40 seconds After this the
tang-ka was exposed in the open air for
four days to become quite dry before applying
a similar cycle of cleaning and after two
further days exposure most of the dirt
had gone,

Reinforcement

Since the old  textile was very delicate

(L




-and  difficult to handle it became
apparent that it should be given some form
.of support at the back. For this purpose Jap
tissue was pasted to the back using a starch
adhesive. To do this 400 grams of starch
were dispersed in about half a litre of boiling

‘water and while this was cooling two sheets of

tissue were cut so as to be some 5 to 10 cms
larger than the tang-ka on all sides. One of
the sheets was laid on Formica and wet with
water using a flat brush and avoiding folds
and wrinkles. The starch was spread uniformly
.over the damp paper.

The tang-ka was laid face down on
.another sheet of Formica, the starched tissue
was then applied to the back and after pressing
down all over by tapping with a hard bristle
brush it was left to dry for a day or two
and then the second sheet of tissue was applied
over the first in exactly the same manner.
The reinforcement papers were now trimmed
so as (o leave not more than 5 cm protruding
around the tang-ka. After applying glue to
these protruding edges and, after damping
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the back of the tang-ka uniformly with water,
the tapg-ka was laid face upwards, and it
was possible to cause the edges of the paper
to adhere to the Formica. As the moisture
dried out the tension that
undulatioans,

ensured

Retouching.~

So much paint was missing from the tang-ka
and so many light " spots were present from
where it had become detached that retouching
‘was necessary over these spots so that the.
figures and general design could be seen.
This retouching was done in watercolour and
when dry the surface was given a thin spray
of fixative. The textile was removed from
thz Formica and the paper edges cut away in
prepartion for remounting.

Remountings-

There was no problem here as the framing
textile had responded well to dry cleaning
and it was just a question of stitching the
tang-ka into its correct position the
frame.

in
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CHAPTER I
A Short History Of The Lichchhavis Of Nepal

Except the Gopalraj Vamsavali none of
-the other chroniclers mentioned the Lich-
.chhavi dynasty by name. Other chroniclers
mention it only as the Surya-Vamsi and the
~Chandra—Vamsis. But it is known from the
pumerous epigraphical evidences that Nepal
was ruled by the Lichhchavi dynasty of the

-solar race.

Due to the lack of valuable source-mate-

“rials the history of Nepal before the Lich-
.chhavi tremains rather adark period. Accor-

-ding to Kirkpatrick, Lichchhavis began their

rule over Nepal after defeating the Kiratas.

Kiratas should be the earliest inhabi-
tapts of Nepal. But their history we do not

“know much.

v

It is believed that the period of Nepalese
history from the early years of the Christian

-era down to the end of the eight century

was the Lichchhavi period (1). On the ins-
criptional grounds, the Lichchhavis are found

“to rule over Nepal from the fifth century
_AD. down to the last quarter of the eighth
~century A.D. The history of Nepal before

sManadeva is almost dark.

Changu pillar inscription and the Pashu-
pati inscription of Jayadeva II contain the
geneology of the Lichchhavi rulers and these
indicate the long history of the predecessors
of Manadeva, the first historical ruler of Ne-
pal. From his time onward a regular history’
started.- '

Manadeva issued inscription for the first
time in the history of Nepal. He issued the
first Lichchhavi coin ¢Mananka®, aad built
Mapavihara to commemorate his name, Later
on this became the seat of the Lichchhavi
power. It is from this place we get the earliest
relief (2).

We have fourteen inscriptions issued dur-
ing his reign. His inscription is the Changu
Narayana inscription dated samvat 386 (A.
464). According to which he is the son of
Dharmadeva, grand son of Shankaradeva and
the great grandson of Vrsadeva.

After the premature death of his father
Manadeva became the ruler of Nepal in his
young age under the guardianship of his
queen mother, Rajyavati.
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According to Changu Narayana inscription,
Manadeva, taking the permission from his’
mother, marched towards the east and com-
pelled the ruler of ths east to surrender before
him. Further he attacked Mallapuri in the
west and supressed with the help of his
maternal uncle, )

After the glorious victory he is said to
have given alms to the Brahmanas, with his
queen mother, Rajyavati (3).

Manadeva was not only a conqueror but
also a great builder and a patron of artas
evidenced by his palace, Managrha and the
excellent images of Trivikram of Lazimpat
and Tilganga. These images show his faith
towards  Vaispavism well as forms
the art creation. Although he himself wasan
drdent worshipper of Vishnu he believed in
the policy of toleration which is proved by
the installation -of Siva image by his queens
and daughter. His wives scem to be Pashu-
pat. According to H. N. Jha, this attitude
towards religious belief was probably because
of a warm democratic Lichchhavi blood of
Vaisali that flew in his veins (4).

ag

Inscriptions of Suryaghata and Lajimpat
mention that Manadeva had at least three
queens-Bhogini, Chief queen, Ksemasundari
and Gunavat: (5). '

His last dated inscription is Samvat 327
{-4.0.505). Thus be ruled near about (464
505) forty-one (41) years. During thie period
he raised the super structure of the edifice of
Lichchbavi empire of Nepal He adopted the
simple epitbet like ‘Nrpa (6) Rajasri(7) and
Bhattarakamaharaja (8).

According to the Pasupati inscription of
Jayadeva Il Manadeva seems to have been
suoceeded by  Mabideva. Most probably he
ruled for a very short time. '

After the passing away of Mahideva
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Basantadeva becomes king. He assumes hfgh,
sounding title like;~ ‘Paramda:vatabhattaraka..
maharajasri’ in place of Rajsri and Nrpa, that-
has been used by his predecessors. (9) He was..
a great scholar, highly esteemed by the people
due to the virtue of his learning, statesmanship,
compassion, charity, virtues and courage. (10)
The Guptas who were the masters of the ter-
ritory stretching from Kosi to Gorakhpur were -
to acc:pt the sovereignty of the Lichchhavi
by Manadeva. (11) But they got opportunity
to ecapture almost all the important posts of.
the Government during the peaceful reign of "
Vasantadeva. For
Sarvadandanayaka mahapratihara (12) Krama-
lila, Maharajamahasamanta (13) and bis adviser -

example, Ravigupta was

and Bhavagupta was the pratihara (14) indic-
ating the raising influence of the Guptas. He -
ruled for at least twenty-six years (i e. from
428 to 454.

Vasantadeva was followed by Vamandeva.
No details are found of hiin excépt one jinscri--
ption (15) dated samnat 460 (A.D. 538).

After Vamanadeva Ramadeva ruled over
the country. We have two inscriptions of
him (16), one without date and other with.
the dute samvat 469 '

The ruler to follow Ramadeva was Gana-
deva. He is said to have issued the coin with
the legend Gunarika. (17) He ruled over the-
country for about ten years 479-489- (=A.D.
557 to 567).

Vamanadeva, Ramadeva and Ganadeva
adopted the title of Bhattarakamaharaja (18)..
It seems they were merely puppets in the -
hands of the Guptas (Pa'ramdaivatasri by
Sarvadandanayaka Bhaumagupta) instead of
the long and high sounding epithet of Param-
da‘ivatibappabhat-tara-ka mataraja ©1i padan-
udhyatah Srautanapadayada nadaksinayapugn--
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ya - pratapavikasiakirttirbbattaraka mahara-
ja 019). -

Sivadeva I and Amsuvarma

After Ganadeva Sivadeva I is found to
have ruled over Nepal. We have sixteen inscri-
ptions found uptil now, with the date ranging
from samvat 512 to 526 (=590 to 604) (20).
He appointed Amsuvarma as Samanta or the
chief and with his help Sivadeva I was able
to defeat his adversaries (21).

Sivadeva I and Amsuvarman are found
together in the¢ inscriptions upto samvat 526
{22) and the old era continuved upto samvat
535 (23).

However, we come to see all of a
sudden the inscription connected with Amsuyv-
arman with the date ranging from 30

I samvat 38, he drops his title of Mahasa-
manta and uses onlv Sri. (24) Lastly, his coins
clearly indicate that he ultimately became the
Maharajadhiraja (25).

It seems that Sivadeva I and Amsuvarma
had a joint rule upto 526 or utmost upte 535
till the death of Shivadeva I. But from A.D.
535 onward Amsuvarma spatched the whole
power. The coins issued by him, bearing
the legend Maharajadhiraja clearly show that
he had become a full fledged ruler of Nepal.

Even if Amsuvarman was nof the legal
ruler of Lichchhavi dynasty he never thought
bad of the countryand its people; rather he
was always anxious for the welfare of the
people. The words ‘prajahitarthodyatasuddce-
tas’ and ‘Katham praja me sukhita bhaved’
(26), in one of the inscriptions. clearly shows
his good intention towards the upliftment of

the people. He is said to have made free his
people from different kinds of taxation. He

17

¥evived the lost glory of the Lichchhavis and
ambitious Guptas were driven out from the
Government. :

Amsuvarma who succeeded in establishing.
peace and order in the country, proved hims-
elf as the shrewdest politician and diplomat
of his age (27). He initiated marriage ties
between Nepal aund the neighbouring rulers..
According to H. N. Jha, even Yuan-Chwang:
had praised him for the soundness of Hhis
knowledge and sagacity of his spirit and state-:
esmanship (28).

Though he was a great devotee of Siva he
treated Buddhism equally.

It is difficult to say exactly the duration-
of his reign. His last available date is samvat
45 '

Though Udayadeva is mentioned as ‘du-
taka’ and Yuvaraja in the inscription (29}
of Amsuvarma he does not se¢em to have
ascended the throne. In the i1nmscription of
Jayadeva II he is mentioned as Chhittishajjata

(i.e. born ef a king) and the father of
Narendradeva (30). . However, Dhruva-
deva is found in the throne of Nepal after
Amsuvarma. He was the younger brother of
Udayadeva. On the other hand T'ang Annals
(31) say that Udayadeva was deprived of
his kingship by his- younger brother. Later,
his son, Narendradeva, recaptured it with
the help of Tibet.

Dhruvadeva came to the throne instead of
Udayadeva due to the machinations of the
Guptas (32). He was completely overshadowed
by them. He ruled atleast two years as is
evidenced g by his inscriptions dated samvat
48 (33) and 49 (34).

Dbruvadeva was succceded by Bhimarj-

unadeva, But be alse bad mot better position



than hijs father. He was merely  a puppet in

the hand of Jisnugupta, his son. Vishungupta
father

followed the same practice of his
and Lichchhavi Maharaja Bhimarjunadeva
was still a figurehead (35). He ruled at least
ten years from samivat 55 to 65. '

Narendradeva

- Narendradeva, with the help of Tibet (36)
- testored the Lichchhavi rule and completely
wiped out the supremacy of the Guptas.

Though Narendradeva was great devotee
of Pashupatinath who fed and devoted to
Pasupat Brahmanas and assumed the title
of ‘Paramamahesvara’, he had also same re-
verence to Buddha who depicted ‘dharmaca-
kra’, (Buddhist-wheel) in some of his insc-
riptions (37).

Like his predecessors, he was always ready
to solve the problems of his subjects and his
inscriptions mentioned the word ‘Panchayatas’
or Panchaalis, (38).

He ruled from the famous Kailaskut Bh=

avan (39). He also led matrimonial alliances
with the neighbouring countries. T’ang Annals
{40) bear testimony to the magnificence of
his court and country and all these speak

of a high degree of material prosperity.

Sivadeva II succeeded the thronre of his
father, Narendradeva in samvat 103 (41).
Though his first available inscription is dated
samvat 103, he must have ruled after samvat
103'(42) which is the last available date of

his father. The main achievement of his time
is that bhe defeated the Tibetan ruler who
had come to attack Nepalesee territories (43 .

Thus, by the time of Shivadeva II came
to the throne, the consolidation of Nepal was
vestiges of foreign wiped

complete and all
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out He is also said to have re-introduced
Saivism (44) and Sanskrit and restored the
veneration of the cows and Brahman. '

Jayadeva  ascended the throne after
the death of his fath\cr, Shivadeva II, probably
in samvat 137. He mentioned good relations
with the neighbouring rulers (45). He married
Rajyavati, the daughter of Harshadeva, the
ruler of Gauda. Jayadev himself wasa great
poet and well educated.

Sankardeva

Jayadeva Il was succeeded by Sankardeva
(46). Vijayadeva is found working as the
dutaka. He was probably the last ruler of
Lichchhavi dynasty (47) who ruled at least up
to samvat 207. '

Nepal, thereafter, enters into a dark peri.
od, which remains yet to be properly illumi~
nated. This period marked either a revival of
the Lichchhavis or the initiation of the
Thakuri dynasty again. An event of some imp-
ortance that took place towards the end of
eighth century was the expedition
Jayapida of Kashmir into the Himalayan
region of Nepal, but it was repelled by king
Aramudi (48).

of king

According to some historians, Nanyadeva
of Mithila ruled over Kathmandu valley.

But it is doubtful. Anyhow dark period
continued upto circa 1200 A.D. when a new
dynasty came to weild the central power in
the valley of Nepal and called itself the
Mallas beginning with the rule of Arimalla
(A.D. 1200-1216)

CHAPTER II

The Religious Background of the
' Lichchhavi Art

When we talk of the art we talk about
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-some visible symbols which are either drawn

or carved or painted in the shape of human
"beings, animals, flowers, birds and mythical
sfigures on some materials like stone, metal
.¢loth and paper. These painted themes could
be either secular or religious.

The art which concerned the re]igions
.generally is interpreted through the aids of
-the visible motifs on idols. The images

of the gbds and goddesses are in themselves
great works of art. With the help of the
-images found in those places, we can trace
‘the rise and_ fall of different races and their
-religious attitude.

From the very beginning the art of Ne-
pal served the religious needs of the people.
In Nepal and especially in the Kathmandu
-yalley, there Civilization grew up since the

.early centuries of the christian era contains,
-a varied and rich heritage of art has been

-preserved.

Kirkpatrick has rightly observed that
-«‘there are nearly as many temples as houses
and as many idols as inhabitants, there not
‘being a fountain, a river, or a hill within

-its limits that is not consecrated to one or

‘other of the Hindu or Buddhist deitiss”.

The Hindu and Buddhist religions were
"both widely spread and popular among the
‘people of Nepal in the Lichchhavi period.
There is no -other fact to elaborate on reli-
‘gion here and until the emergence of the
‘Lichchhavis. The inscriptions nparrate the
‘history of Lichchhavis and specially the his-
tory of the religion of the period in’its

.diversified  form mentioped by the pre-

-sence of Saivite, \__faisnavite‘, Sakta and the
Buddhist Sect (2)
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Brahmanism

(a) Saivism

The Hindu Tradition records that this :
valley was a lake in the beginning and was -

occupied by Danasur, a great devotee of

Lord Siva attesting the history of Saivism *

in the valley since the early times. In the
time of the Gopala, the abhir and the Ki-

ratas dynasties Siva was the presiding. deity
of the royal houses and worshipped in the .

phallic form like the Kirtesvara Linga
mentioned by the Vamsavalis and the Pu-
ranas. '

From the time of Manadeva Saivism
became a stronger and more popular faith

in the Kathmaadu valley. One comes across -

many pames of the Siva-lingas in the early

- Lichchhavi inscriptions. Some of these were

Ratnasvara-Siva-linga, Vijaysvara-Siva-Linga,
Manesvara Sive-Linga, Lalitmahesvara-Siva-
Linga, etc. Those were erected and worship-
ped by the queens, daughter and the general
public. Manadeva’s two queens, K semasunda-,
ri (3) and Gunavati (4) built Siva Linga.
Again Vijayvati, daughter of Manadeva, cons-
tructed the Vijayesvara Siva-Linga (5). Al-
though Manadeva was personally a Vaisna-
vite (6), he was catholic about other sects
and he put no hindrance to his spouses.
General people were also free to adopt any

sect.

From the times of Amsuvarma we actua-

lly get name of the Saiva sects. Among them,

the Pashupata sect gained ground (7). Pa-
shupatas worshipped Siva and besmeared
themselves with the ashes and were Jata-
mukuta (8).

We find Amsuvarma adopting the title
of Bhagavat Pasupatibhattaraka Padanugri-
hita (devotedto the feet of Lord Pashupati)




for the first time and afier this the Lich-
chhavi and Thakuri kings adopt this title
which lasts until the collapse of the Lich-
chhavi rule. Jayadeva Il mentions in his
inscriptions that all his ancestors were de-
votees af Siva (9). This shows that Saivism
had become the pational religion and the Pa-

supat panthcon as the main object of ado-
ration. In the Lichehhavi peried itself we
have plenty of inscription of its different
describing donations in the Pasupati temple
by the Lichhavi rulers.

When we come to the icons of the Lich-
chhavi period we find that during this period
the four-faced Siva-Linga was worshipped by
the people. '

The temple of Dhobichour and Deo-Pa-
tan which contain the Sivalinga were origi-
pally carzied the four-faced Siva-Linga,
but were replaced subsequently by a liter
type. The four faces belongto Aghor, Tat-
purush, Vamadeo and Sadyojata. Two of
two

them are terrific fo- expressions and

serene.

We also find the Uma-Mahesvara- Alin-
gap murtis in plenty in this period. The
Chhatrachandesvara and Harihar ( a syncretic
Sapkarnarayana Swami) images were also
worshipped during this. period (10). Over
most of the idols temples of Siva were cons-
tructed (11) as evidenced by the Balambu
jnscription of 109 and Lagan Tole inscrip-
tion of 119 of Sivadeva II. The inscriptions
write that Siva is a great deity and the
creator, the preserver and the destroyer of
the universe (12). The worship of the deity,
people held, would bring them fortunes-and
salvation after deatb. Inspired by this notion
we find Vatsadevi, the mother of Jayadeva,
Jedicating a beautiful. lotus flower made

Astadhatu (an. alley: of eight metals). She.
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thought this would mot onmly provide Punya.
(blessing) for her deceased husband (Sivadeva
II) (¥3) but would brighten his (Sivadava)
heaven also. The eight petals might have-
been symbolically taken for the eight forms
of Pasupati (14), namely, Sarva, Bhavan, Isan,..
Rudra, Ugra, Bhima, Pasupéti and Maha--
deva. (15). There were different sub-division .
of Pasupat, namely Muadasrnkhalika (186),
Dana Pasupat (17), Vamsa-Pasupat (18), So--
masidhyantin (19). Srikhalika (20) etc.

_ The cult of Lakulesh, the only incarna--
tory form of Siva, was worshipped duriag
the Lichchhavi period as evidenced by the .
Chhatrachandesvara inscription of the time
of Jisnugupta (21).

The prayers offered to Siva indicate that :
Siva was Ista Devata of the Saivites. He
was the creator, the preserver and the des-
troyer and the giver of the pleasures, know- -
ledge and enlightenment to the people (22). .
It is said that after the delusion all the things .
find their shelter in him. He isa venerable
object of ascetics and the deities including
Indra, the king of the gods. The Budha-
nilkantha inscription of Manadeva writes that
one who abstains from His worship goes to -
the hell, rampant with the ghosts and evil.
spirits and there he suffers all sorts of ago-
nies. The: Sanga imscription of Amsuvarma
mentions the god along with Gauri. Here the -
deity has been described as wearing a gare-
land of the several heads. Because of this
fact, J.C. Regmi associates this relief with
the Munda-Srinkhalika cult of the Pashu-.
patas (23). The deity is described here as.
wearing the garment of snake in the ear— .
lobes and wearing the skin. of elephant (24).
The Pashupati Chhatrachandesvara inscription
of Jispugupta describes Siva as a store-house
of the virtues and the spiritual knowledge,.

the creator of the animate and inanimate-




_ Lichchhavi Art.,

‘beings, .and the destroyer of Kamadeva.
Jayadeva I1’s Inscriptions of Pasupati calis
bim as possessing three eyes, master of the
three-lotus, the possessor of three—Gunas,
the destroyer of Tripuresvara, the holder
of Trisula whose locks of hair are washed
by the Gangas and who is worshipred by
Indra. He appears here as the jlluminator
of Lankapuri and an object of honourable
adoration of Danasur, who is perpetually
praised by the four faced Brahma, Kirtikeya,
Ravana and Vasukin. The deity is besmeared
and naked is the subtle object which is
inherent in all the created things of the
nniverse, the bestower of benevolence and
the master of the demans (25).

Thus, we find in the Lichchhavi period,
Saivism was popular and existed in various
sects. We have the trrific aspect of the deity
and the peaceful aspect both conceived in
the thoughts and created in- the art forms
for the sectarians. On the basis of Yoginit-
antra (PKS. P. 175) H. N. Jha mentions
that ’ great popularity of Saivism was mainly
beciuse discrimination of sex or caste of
birth had no place in it (26).

The available Lichchhavi inscriptions me-
ntion fifteen Sivalingas and twenty four
Siva temples (27). Here I would hke to
refer that with great stress that out of one
hundred and fifty inscriptions forty — nine
inscriptions emphasise the greatness of Saiv-
ism in the Lichchhavi period.

(b) VAISNAVISM

As regards Vaispavism, this is also an

ancient religion and perhaps practised along
with Saivism in Nepal. 1f we comsider the
episode of the inundation of the wvalley thea
Vaispavism bad taken its origin in the valley
very early since the early days of its inba-
bitation. The Gopalas and the Abhiras we-
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re the Yadavas and naturally followers of
Vaisnavite cults. . ’

We get the definite evidence of Vaispavite
religion again in the time of Man-deva. This
king was a devotee of Visnn and had baiilt
a magnificient temple of his favourite Lord
{Visnu) on the top of Dauladri hill which
is known as Changu Narayana today (28)

Description of the inscription indicates.
that here the image of Visnu-Vikranta along
with Laxmi was dedicated in the sanctum of
the temple by Manadeva at the time of its
construction. {29).

In the Lichchhavi peried Vispu Vikranta:
aspect of Vajsnuism seems to be wery favour-
ite among the people of the Kathmandu
valley. Because we find this aspect of the
God executed om the orders of Mapadeva:
himself with an inscriptional on the pedest-
al and placed in a temple built in Lajimpat:
and Tilganga etc. According to the inscrip-
tion of Manadeva dated 359 he built this.
image for the attamment of -the religions of’
the religious merits of his mother, Rejyave
ati [30].

. An inscription of Vasantadeva dated 530
records about a Karana-puja {31) a tantric
rite in the honour of Bhagavan Vedavyas
who is also supposed 10 be an incarsation
of Visnu. In the Apantalingesvara inscrip-
tion of Narendradeva (32), we have mention:
of permanent denations to the temple of
Lokapaliswamin. On the basis of Lele insers-
ption it can be said that Sivadeva 1 believed
in Vasudeva (33). Although Amsuvarma was
a Saivite, he did not altogether ignore the
Vaisnavite gods. In his imscription of Had-
igaon he gives due donations to Daulasik~
harswain, Narasimhadeva, Bhubhukkika Jala-
sayapswamin which s$tands for Trivikram
Narasimha and Budhanilkantha images (34).




The Bhairavadhoka inscription of Dhruv-
adeva and Jisnugupta (35) containing the
prayers of Visnu and Laksmi indicated that
this was Laxmi Narayana murti. An inscrip-
tion of Kevalpur of the same king talks
-about Karana—puja of Narayanaswami.

Which shows that in his time Visou was
:also  worshipped by Tantric rites. + ence
Tantricism existed during the Lichchhavi
period also. An inscription of Bhimarjunde-
-va (36) refers to an image of Visnu ‘Jalasayt’
which indicates that the ‘Yogasayana murti’
.described in Vaisankhagan Literature was
also known to the Lichchhavi artists and
devotees in this valley. The Vringesvar and
‘Sonaguthi inscriptions (37) begin with the
invocation to Visnu affirming that these tem-
ples also belonged 1o Him.

Thus, during the Lichchhavi period Vaisp-
avism was practiced by the people. His primor-
dial and inearnatory forms enjoined in the
texts of iconography were worshipped.

Visnu occurs as an ideal hero with Sri
‘Vatsa on the broad chest as an embodiment
of happiness and serenity and as an eternal
being as mentioned by the inscription of
Changu Narayana (38). He sometimes appears
_along with Laksmi in the act of alingan and
this aspect of the deity was very pleasing
to the devotees, The deity was thought as
imparting happiness ou the sectarians., The
deity was especially worshipped in his Ja-
lasaya form, but the Vyasa, Narasimbha, Ba-
Jarama, Trivikram Vamana and Srukar forms
were no less worshipped (39). The god is
represented with Sankha, Chakra, Gada and
Padma and their varied combination tried
to depict the twenty four formsof Visnu as
enjoined in the texts of iconography.

When we examine the pieces of art we
find the images of Vishnu Vikranta, Visnu,
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Visnu-boar and Narashimha incarnation
from the sites like Changn Narayana; La-
jimpat, Tilganga. In this period the Vispu-vi
swarupa forms was also worshipped as ig
evidenced by the Changu Viswarupa image,

These' are sixteen inscriptions of the Li-
chchhavi period  pertaining to ‘ :
and they refer
ples (40).

Vaisnavism
about sixteen Vaisnav tems

BUDDHISM

In we accept the testimony of the Bad-
dhist Chronicles we will find that Kathman-
du valley was a lake in the beginning and
there was lotus flower in its centre identified
with Adi-Buddha in the sywmbolic aspect.
This lotus flower was worshipped by all the
mortal Buddhas including Gautam Buddha,
the last among them in the sixth century
B. C. All these things indicates that only one
thing that is Buddhism was prevalent in the
Kathmandu valley since the pre-inhabitation
d+ys of the valley.

The Lichchhavi rule started‘ in Nepal
about the beginning of the Christian era. As

their religion was Buddhism in Vaisali' one
has ample ground to  believe that they
were worshippers of Lord - Buddha more than
Siva or Vishou. This fact is attested by the
chronicles which mention about the building
of a monastry at Chabahal (Charumati Vihara)
by Charumati, daughter of Asoka' The refe-
rence of Mana-Vihara io the inscriptions of
Manadeva is another proof of the popularity
of Buddhism in the pre-Manadeva’s time.

Since the rule of Manadeva until Jayadeva
Il we find various names of monasteries, the
stupa, the Vikshusanghas and Buddhist idols
Padmapani, Vajradhar and Vajrapani. The
kings of Nepal during the Lichchhavi period
were quite generous and they believed in the
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=policy of religious ' tolerance (41). This provi-
.-ded ap equal apportunity for the practices of
_all the sects without ‘any hatred.

_ Manadeva who had built the Mana-vihar
-was not a Buddhist. But we find him build-
" jpg the Manadeva vihar which is indicative
~of his religious toleration. Similarly, Vrsha-
.deva who is supposed to be the founder of the
“Lichchhavi rule in Nepal has been described

as p in the inscription of Jayadeva 11 (42) indi-
- cating that he was a Buddhbist devotee. The
Avalokiteshvar images of Lichchhavi period
~found at Lagan Tole, Brahma-Tole and Ban-
" " hiti carry inscriptions at their base of A.D. 547
_and 557. They mention about the Vajrayana
Buddhism. There is mention of the Chaityas
_also along with the name of Akshobhya indi-
“cating that the Five Dhyaoi Buddha of Vajra-
~-yapism were worshipped in Nepal  during the
Lichchhavi period (43). Here Manjusri is also
. enumerated and we kpow that Manjusri is a
éignifidant deity of Nepalese Buddhism, the
~founder valley, because he had drained the
water of the valley by cutting the gorge in Cho-
bahar with bis sword.

The mention of Viharas with Lichchhavi
~inscriptions indicates that monasteric institu-
tion had widely developed here during the
Lich:hhwvi pe:riod. Tas associition of the
" -yiharas with Manadeva in case of Manadeva—
vihar (44), Sivadeva in case of Sivadeva-vihar
. (45) and Amsuvarma in case of Sriman-vihar
(46), Guma-vihar (47), Kharjurika-vibar (48)
and Madhyan vihar (49), indicate that there
existed numerous viharas in Nepal in Lich-
..chhavi period and they were supported by
.the donation by the kings (50).

According to Chinese traveller, Hiuen

" Tsang (51)both, sects Mahayana and Hinayana,
were widely spread. In the Sankhu inscrip-
“tion there we find the mentions of Mahasan-
- ghika (52). :

In the Lichchhavi inscriptions there s

.the mention of eighteen Buddhist inscriptions

and twenty Buddha—vi_héraé (53). Thus it cam
be suggested that the condition of Buddism
the period of Lich-

was good in .

" chhavis.

THE MINOR RELIGIONS

Beside the above mentioned religions ther
minor religions of Hinduism were also prac?
ticed in Nepal and we have enough ar-

- cheological documents to this effect.

1. The Sakta cult was = identified in the
image of goddess Durga and worshipped by
the member of royal families and the general
people equally. We find Vijayaswamini, wife
of Mapadeva, was a devotee of Bhagavati
Vijaysri (54) and she installed an image of
Devi Vijayaswamini or ‘Palanchowk Bhaga-
vati’. In the Hadigaon and Kumhale tole
inscriptions of Bhadgaon of Amsuvarma we
find the reference to the temples of goddess
Sasthidevi (55). Again in the Parivarsahita
Uma-mahesvara there was the custom of
erecting an image of Bhagavati (56):

The cult of Saur or Sun-God was also
popular in Nepal and it is known from an

inscription of the time of Manadeva dedicated

by Guhyamitra (perhaps in a temple).

In the Lele inscription there is reference
of Indra Gaustika (57) which refers about

worship of the the statue of Sun-God. All
these speak of the popularity of the worship

.of Sun-God which may be rooted even before

Lichchhavi period.

The cult of Harihara had also existed ip'

Nepal as elucidated by an image of the Lich~

chhavi period containing an inscription in its




pedestal donated by Swami Vartha (58). As
. this is a ¢onjoint image of Siva and Visnu this
demostrates the facts of religious syncretism
which over-whelmed the Lichchhavi society.

The deity has been described in the inscription
as the greatest in the three worlds and the bes-
tow of benevolence on the people and who
is perpetually worshipped It is said here that
one who worships Hari-hara enjoys this earth
and ultimately goes to the heaven. In the time
of Amsuvarma the cuit of Haribara was well
organised. An image showing Siva and Par-
vati joining their hands indicates that Sai-
vism and Vaisnavism were in a harmo-
nious relationship in the Lichchhavi period.
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Archeological Activities
| In

Lumbini 1976-77

Historical Prelude

Lumbini, sitnated at present in the western
Tarai of Nepal, was a pleasure-garden entert-
ained by the people of Kapilavastu and
Devadal (even before the time of Lord Budd-
ha) In Buddhist literary accounts Lumbini
was called Pradimoksha blessed with bloom-
ing Sal trees and mass of beautiful flowsrs
where bees of the five different colours
hummed. Sweet wrablings of various birds
and other natural scepery in Lumbini was
comparable to the Chittalata grove of Indra’s
paradise in heaven

Suttanipata, an earliest Pali text mention-
ed that “The wisdom-child that Jewel so
precious, that cannot be matched, has been
born at Lumbini, in the Sakya land for weal
and joy in the world of men.”

The authentic history of Lumbini, however,
started with the pillar inscription of Mauryan
Emperor Asoka. The real impetus for the
aesthetic development of Lumbini is seen
infused by Lord Buddha himself during the
dast days of his life

—GBaguG]{M's/md %ija[}

According to Mahaparinibbapa — Sutta, .
Lord Buddha was seep eloquent enough to
speak about the purity and contemplative
virtue of Lumbini and advised al) the faithful -
followers and ordinary devotees to visit Lum-
bini. A true Buddhist visiting  Lumbini even
once in his life, shall reside ip the happy
realms of heaven and cross. the riddles of

“birth and death. Thus, Lumbini, after the

birth of Lord Budldha, remained not only as
a pleasure garden or a resort for recreation -
it also developed as a pilgrim’s village .or
the place of aesthetic contemplation even
before the time of the visit of Asoka to this
place.

Gautama Buddha’s attachment to Lumbini
mav be due to the fact that it was in this
place where Buddha immediately after apper--
ing from the right side of his mother, Mayad-
evi, took seven steps towards north and look-
ing in all directions, he declared his solemn

determination that*I am the formost of all
creatures to cross the riddle of the ocean of
the existence; this is my last birth and bere--
after, I will not be born again”




Archeolegical ..

Tt Diviavﬁ-déﬁ'é, it is mentioned that when
the Mauryan Emperor Asoka “wanted to vis:
it, Honour #fid mark by a sign, for the bene-
fit of remote posterity all the spots where
the Blessed Buddha has sojourhed,” venera-
blé Upagupta, the spiritual guide of emperer
" Asoka, copducted his to Lumbini and. point-
ed the spot where Sakya Muni Buddha was
bern. The Emperor, with overhélming joy
and deep devotiop, prostrated before the
the Lucky Tree, under which the Lord was
born. Asoka consecrated the spot and install-
ed the commemorative pillar wi'th the clear
legend that ‘Tt is Lumbini Village where the
Blessed Lord was born™.

One famous devotee, who visited Lumbini
after the Mauryan Emperor Asoka, was
Fa-bicn. He came to Lumbiniin the earliest
decade of 5th. century A.D. from China.
Fa-hieni saw the .Sakyzi Puskalani, where :the
Queen Mayadevi took oath before giving
birth to Gautama Siddhartha. He also saw
the Lucliy Tree, under which Gautama was
born.

The second important pilgrim from China to
visit Lumbini was Hiuen-Tsiang. He visited
the site in 7th. century A.D. and has given
more description of the ancient remains in
Tumbini. He saw the Sacred Tree, Sakya Tank
" and various stupas and shrines built to
“mark the event occurred at the time of the

birth of the infant Gautama. Hiuen-Tsiang
has described the Asokan pillar, surmounted
by the Horse Capital which was broken in
the middie and falled down the ground beca-
use of the thunder stroke. A little far from
the Asokan Pillar, Hiuen-Tsiang has marked
the Telar River which was a pull of oil prod.
uced by the gods to purify the body of May-
. adevi after the birth of the new bern Siddhar-
tha.

Up to 12 or 13 century A.D. Lumbini was

- sites associated with
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frequented By several imporfant pilgtims of
Tibet and (he Malta Kings of western Nepal.
They bave recorded their visit in the existing: '
Asokan Pillar at Lumbini. The decline of

Buddhism in Indid after the advént of the
Muslimis ¢auséd the obscurity of Lumbini

along with Bodhgaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar,

etc. The famous Buddhist monasteries Hke-
Nalanda and Vikramashila were raided and-
the réenowned monks had to migrate. Buddhism:

was considered as a passive religion and all’

life of Lord Buddha-
were badly neglected and shrouded into the:
bushes. They were buried under the debris:
for a long time.

Since about the last decade of 18th. cents-
ury A.D., some of the then ruling British:
scholars in India were fascinated by the rich.
cultural heritage of the East. They were attre-
acted towards the ancient history and archae--
ology of this region. The enthusiastic scholars.
like Sir Wllliam Jones and others were able-
to form ‘‘Asiatic Society” in Calcutta in the-
year 1784 A.D.

james Prinsep, a dedicated scholar, helped:
archaelology to free itself from its antiquarian
and literary affiliations.He was able to deci~
pher one of the earliest scripts of India. The-
path of James Prinsep was followed by Sir
Alexander Cunningham,
country-wide survey of archaeological remains-
in India. He wrote Ancient Geography of
India and relocated the famous Buddhist:
sites like Sravasti, Bodhgaya, Kushinagar
ect But unfortunately the then administra-
tion in Nepal did not allow the foreigners:
to explore the cultural centres in the Nepalese-

who organised a

Tarai and caused various. problems for serious.
archaeological research. The archaeologicall
investigations conducted by the then British:
Government was focussed mainly in Indiam:
territory and the famous Buddhist sites like




Kapilvastu; Rama- Grama and Lumbini- are
calculated to have. been situated.in :Guor,a_khpur
-and Basti Districts of U.P., India.

“The unscientific deductions and the hyp-
-othetical bearings of the location of Kapila-
-vasiu, Rama Grama and Lumbini in Gorakh-
purand Basti Districts of U.P. were ridiculed
-since 1895-96, when General Khadga Sumsher

and Dr. A. Fuhrer discovered three Asokan
* Pillars in Niglisagar, Lumbini and Gotihawa,
situated in the western Tarai of Nepal.

The exciting discoveries and the magnific-
-ent achievements of General Khadga Sumsher
and Dr. A. Fahrer encouraged the then
British Government of India to commission
‘Mr. P.C. Mukerjee to fix the exact location of
Kapilavastu. As per direct_ionr P.C. Mukerjee
.came to Nepal jn 1898 A. D. and confirmed
Araurakot (near Niglisagar) as the netal town
of Kanakamuni Buddha, Lumbini, the birth
‘place of Gautama Buddha and Gotihawa as
the native town of Krakuchhanda. He also
~explored the entire zone and came to the final
conclusion that *“In the
Tilaurakot can claim to be the exact site
-of Kapilavastu as being situated in the right
position and fulfilling all other conditions™.
P.C. Mukerjee published the structural plan
of Lumbini for the first time in his monument-
al archaeological report of 1901 A.D.

whole region only

Early Archaeological Activities in

Lumbing

The major works of excavation in Lumbini
were conducted under the patronage of Gener-
al Kesher Sumsher ‘in 1933-39 A.D. The
unscientific technique of archaeology employ-
ed in the excavation had caused a great dam-
age to the sire. He exposed the structures in
levelling methods which resulted many subsi-
“diary monuments to be wiped out. He did
not care to maintain the working level of each
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ediffices..Thus .structures found at present in
" Lumbini are very difficult to be dated and cor-
related with other subsidiary structures (see
Plate No.1.B.) However, he cared-for some utili=
tarian works like providing a high platform aro-
und Mayadevi Temple, and enlarging the Sakya
Tank with successive terraces and brick veneer,

The first scientific excavation in Lumbinj
was carried out by the Department of Archae-
ology, H.M.G. Nepal, .in the .year 1970-7I
A.D. The aim of this excavation wasto loc-
ate the site of ancient “Lumbini Graman® as
mentioned in the Asckan Pillar to the west
of Mayadevi Temple. '

The site fixed for the purpose of checking
the habitation was the southern mound (aro-
und the old Guest House). The excavation of
of 1970-71 A D. has indicated that the earliest
human habitation in the said area of Lumbini
must have started in N.B P. period. However,

- the site seems to have got more prominence
only after visit of Asoka, during the 3rd. cen-
tury B.C.; the site seems to have been occupicti
by the people for the first time from the time
of Lord Buddha. The successive human depo-
sit recorded in the southern mound of Lumb-
ini dates from 6th. century B.C. to Gupta
period on the basis of the antiquities
and findings. The sequence of culture was
divided into 10 successive layers and the pot-
tery types discovered were mainly N.B.P, wares
in the Jowest levels and red wares in the
upper stratums.

A trace of the mud wall and a . terracotta
ring well, which could not be exposed more
than 16 circles due to the rise of sub-soil
water table, were entoured in the lowest
level, A circular burial containing some por=
tion of the human skull, one iron sickle, and
a few bones of bird and animals were found
kept in a larger number of pots which were
mainly full of encised designs. A terracotta
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plaque-movld of Lord ‘Buddha in the Earth
Touching- posturc  was discovered in_ the
_excavation. The terracotta plaque mould of
Lord Buddha is dated to the Gupta period.

_Recent Archaeological Activities:
Conservation:

The structures hallowed in the memory
of Lord Buddha from the earliest time up
_~¢0 Mediaeval period . are seen scattered in
_Lumbini around the area, covering 16081
-square yards. Most of the important and
interesting edifices are, however, enclosed
and protected withio the barbed wire since
.1970-71. Many of them are seen stll dilapid-
ated and disintegrated not only by the tropic-
_al climate of the Terai but also due to the cons-
tant brick robbings by the ignorant villagers
for making ovens (to perform the praxis Vow
. called *“Karaj Gharana).

To avoid further damage to the history

of the people, who on their part offered

different types of architecturesas a homage

to the memory of Lord Buddha, immediate

action to prevent further destructions was

~called for. Thus the main aim of the archae-

ological activities in Lumbini since 1975 was to

restore rather than to expose the monuments.

~ Excavation in Lumbini is mainly carried out
“to complete the restoration activities.

His Majesty King: Birendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev, along with other senior Royal
. Members, inspected the recent archaeological
activities in Lumbiani with keen interest. Mem-
“bers of the archaeological team Wwere greatly
inspired and encouraged by the kind visit
of His Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram
“Shab Dev.

In our recent archaeological activities, we
\have been able to repair many succiduous

.monuments around the east, west, and nor-

thern side of the Mayadevi Temple, A very
big brick shrine and some dilapidated walls
of the eastern side of Mayadevi Temple were
taken for conservation. On western side two
votive stupas flanking the famous Asokan
pillar ware restored. Towards the northern
side of Mayadevi temple a group of sixteen
stupas (se¢ Plate No. 2 A,B) which bhad almost:

Jost its. original features was reconstructed to its:

original shape} In this side there are five stupas
built in a row (see Plate No. 1 A). The first stu-
pa from the cast was already ruined up to the

core.It was rebuilt to its original shape and size.
The second stupa, datable to the Maurayan

period (see Fig. No. 4) was disintegrated by the
tropical climate of Tarai. Its top was repaired
and made watertight. The third stupa was
comparable to the second stupa in its shape

and size (see Plate No. 3 A,B)) But during the
Kushana period it was encased within the
round shape by adding clay and brick bats
all around. One more round stupa of the
similar shape and size was built next to it on
ground to give the uniform look. Both of
these stupas were ruined up to the core. They
were also repaired and brought to their orig-
inal shape. The top course adove the ground
of the fifth stupa was totally lost
Its existence below the present ground
surface was traced during 1975. Therefore,
above the present ground level it was recons=
tructed with Mauryan brick bats available im
the site. In the process of conservation, the
weeds and vegetation, overgrown in thc entire
archaeological area, were cleared by scrapping

the ground.

Extensive scrappings, around the site of
Mayadevi Temple, revealed new structures whi-
ch were hitherte unknown in the architectural
history of Lumbini (see Fig. No. 1) To include
‘the new structures of archaeological. signifiG
ances a revised structural plan of the mos
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;ixun;ents"aréu'nd Mayadevi Temple was prepat-
ed in the year's work (s¢e Fig No. 2).

Excavation;

The work of excavation was mainly conc-
¢ntrated towards the north — western corner
of Mayadevi Temple. At the distance of about
30 feet north of Asoka Pillara rectangular
‘room of the size 154" north south and 12'5”
east west was found at the depth of 2’ feet
‘below two coirrses of burnt bricks of the size
17°x8"°x5"" (see Fig No. 3) The texture of the
brick is very rough and contain much husks
and straw. The scaling layer of it contains
~arow of Mauryan brick bats looking like
the rammed floor. The associated pottery
below this rammed f{loor-like layer is typical
N. B. P. wares and some degenerated gray
wares. As the sealing layer above this cham-
ber contains a platform-like Mauryan struct=
ure of the size 5°9’'x5"’ built with three courses
of the bricks of the size 15x10”x3”, the
probable date .of this structure is tentatively
assumed as p»rve—Maux.'yan.

At the distance of 5° feet north from the
present white complex of Mayadevi Temple,
a square based stupa of Mauryan period was
.discovered. This stupa was cut from the top
up to the deepth of 3°x2’8” possibly during the
operation of 1933-39 AD. The floor of this
stupa contained a gold casket of cylindrical
‘type in association with some charred buman
bones and other ritual offerings (see Flate
No. 4 A,B) only thelid part of some vessels,
which during the expositions of 1933-39 A.D.
is removed or broken into pieces. Thus the
inner containts scattered over the ground
and collected at present.

Lumbini being primarily a pilgrim village,
and our excavation being limited to the alrea-
“dy explored and relatively disturbed area,
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antiguities in large quantities was not expect--
ed. However, in the course of the one seasen’s
work, important auntiquities like fragments.
Horse Capital, a beautiful terracotta sculpture .
of Bodhisatiava, and three terracotta human.
heads and a plaque of Dharmachakra panel;
etc, were found

Illustrations of the remarkable antigui- .
ties;

a) Five pieces of Maurayan polished chupar-
sand stone (Plate No. 5 A) which might be
the fragmentary parts of the Asoka’s.
Horse Capital surmounted over the pres-
ent inscribed pillar as mentioned by the-
famous Chinese ' pilgrim Hiuan - Tsang
who visited Lumbini during the 7th cen- -
tury A.D,

by Among three terracotta human heads..

{Plate No. 5 B) the one oun the top is cru-

dely moulded and datable to the Kushana

period. Itis 3}" in size and badly damag--
ed to-the left side of the face. The other
two terracotta heads put in a row are-
that of early Gupta period, The bair-dre-
ssing of the right figure is in the style
of deep curls called ““Dupikakuntala’ Tts..
thick lips without any bold depression
at the two corners of the lips and in the :
middle of the chin can be seen as the -
evidence of the trapnsition phase. The--
facial details of the other figures ijs worn -
out. However, the turbanp like heir dress-
ing is notice able.

A terracotta sculpture of Bodhisattava
(Plate No. 6 A} is endowed with real grace
and elegance of the Gupta period. It was..
found in a bust size of 12} in height
The figure is slim, dress transpdrent, the
right hand is raised in protection pose...

c)

Its facial expression reveals spiritual cont- -
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entment and celestial - happiness. The
fé_ce is elongated with straight nose,
smooth checks, and thick lips, with de-
pression at the corners, The two sides
of the chin is seperated in the middle.
The eyebrows take a sharp curve. The
forhead is bright and prominent, and
the crown with one ‘crest is decorated
with dotted design in a technique of
applique.

d) The terracotta Dharmachakra (Plate
No. 6 B) with 32 spokes was found in the
eastern side of Mayadevi temple. This
piece must be a part of a big panel. Among
other associates of the panel are two

‘ animals; one pos’sibly representing a bull
and the olhér deer.

Conclusion:

His Majesty King Birendra is very much
jnterested to see the full-fledged development
of Lumbini soen. The great interest and en-
thusiasm of His Majesty the King s reflected
" in the following passage. “Although Gautama
Buddha was born in Nepal He fbelonged ess-
entially to the whole world ‘and to all times.”
Thus the development of internationally
tenowned Lumbini will be undertaken accord-
ing to the Master Plan"’. ' '

I.am deeply obliged to Mr. Ramesh Jung

Thapa, Director, Department of Archaeology.

H.M.G., Nepal, and Mr. Loka Darshan Bajr-
acharya, Chairman of the 'Lu_n;bini Develop-
ment Committee, to appoint me as officer
in—charge of the Archaeclogical Project in

Lumbini. I would also like to express my deep-

gratitude to my techpical assistants, Mrs.

Sarala Manandbar, , Miss Rehana Banu, Mr.-

Hari Man Amatya, Mr. Dev Ratna Ranjitkar

and Mr. Sanu Raj Shakya who always render--
ed their enthusjastic cooperation 'during the-

entire period of the Project. The published

photographs are to the credit of Mr. Sanu Raj*

Sakya and Mr. Chinya Ratna Tamrakar.,
X X X
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: ' , B. Present Mayadevi Temﬁle built over the earlior
L subsidiary structure, view from the north east
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 Plate No. 3 _ . - | ‘Ancient Nepalb

B. A votive stupa showing two periods of construction _
‘ after ‘conseyvation




B. Gold Casket with associated findings

Plate No. 4.
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Plate No, 5 _ Ancient Nepal

A. Five pieces of Chunay- sand sione-
possible fragments of Asoka’s Horse Capital

B. Human terracotia heads [ Kushana and early Gupia period
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t
B. Terracotta plaque of Dharmachakra

(Gupta period)
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