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NEPAL

(Continued from No. 28)
“‘The Gurkhas’

The Gurkhas who established them-
selves as masters of Nepal since 1768, still
continue to carry with pride the name of the
country which bad been the cradle of their
might : Before prithivi Narayan’s conquest,
they inhabited the principality of Gurkhas,
one of the small states that constituted the
territory of the Twenty Four Kings (Chau.
bisi Raja), in the valley of the Seven Gan-
dakis, to the west of Nepal. Naturally, the
principality varied in extent, in the chaos
of a moving and ambitious feudalism. In
general, it reached the Tirsuli Gandak in the
east, the most easterly of the Seven Gan-
dakis which waters thc manorial grounds
of Nayakot and which the mamelons of the
Deochok alone separate from the Nepalese
waters. At the period of the three kingdoms
(XVIIth-XVIIIth centuries), the kingdom
of Kathmandu extended in the west to the
right bank of the Tirsuli Gandak. The
Gurkha had for regular boundary in the
west, the Marsyandi, which separated the
principality of the very small states of
L-amjung, Tanahung and Pokbara. The
capital, Gurkha, only town of the region,
is built on a lofty hill, the Hanuman-ban-

jang which slopes to the west in the Da-
randi. It is situated at about 100 kilo-

— by Sylvain Levi

meters from Kathmandu, It is credited with

2,000 houses of about 15,000 to 20,000 in-

habitants, including its suburbs. The old
Darbar, the cradle of the actual dynasty
of Nepal, is falling in decay. The town
and the principality have taken the name of
their tulelary divinity, Gorakha Natha, or in

ordinary colloquial Gorakh, Gorkha patron of

the Yogis who inhabit the Himalayas: we
shall find him again, associated, in the
literature and traditions of Nepal, with
Matsyendra Natha, patron of the great
valley. »

The first inhabitants of the Gurkha
country descended from the Newars and like
them, of Tibetan erigin, they. retained and
still bore in part the name of Magars. Their

kings were of the same race, but with a -

mixture of Hindu blood: they prided them-
selves to be ksatriyas of the mountain, the
khas, they belonged to the clan of the khad-

kas. But in 1559 (Wednesday, 8 Bhadon badi’

caka 1481, nakstra Rohinit ), the son of the
raja of Lamjung, Dravya Shah, captured
the town by surprise, with the help of those:
Hindu-converted clans, killed the king with
his hand and ascended the throne, He is the
ancestor of the Gurkha dynasty.




Dravya Shah was very keen of an illu-
strions origin. The Tradition, piously and
proudly preserved by his descendants, con-
nected him to the most authentic and purest
of Rajput clans. The empercr Alau-d-Din
(which the legend wrongly confuses with
the name of Akbar) furieus against the
Rajputs of Chitor who had refused him
the hand of a woman of their caste, set
out to capture the impregnable fortress
and captured it (1303). Thirteen hundred
Ranis (women of the Ksatriya caste) volu-
ntarily sacrificed themselves on the pyre,
the princes coveted by the Musulman, threw
herself in a tub of boiling oil, martyr of
Brahmanic purity. A portion of the survi-
vors withdrew on Ujjayini (Ogein) undes
the leadership of Manmath, last son of the
Raja of Chitor, whilst the eldest was on
his way to found Udaypur, is looked upon
since then as the paragon of the Rajputs.

The youngest son of manmath, Bhupal,
left Ujjayini, and under instructions from
his personal divinity {istadevata) took up
his seat in the north, in the hills, at Ridi
or Riri, a little borough situated at 260

kilometres from Kathmandu and at a 169 kilo.

metres from Gurkha. He reached the place
in 1495, nearly 200 years after the fall of
Chitor, of which, his father had been a wit-
siess. From Ridi he proceeded to Sargha,
thea travelled ia an easterly direction to
Bhirkot. He settled there and tilled the land.
He begetted two sons, Khancha and Micha,
whose mother was carefully guarded from
being mentioned. He had them initiated as
Ksatriyas and gave them for wives, Rajput wo-
men from the plains. The second son, Micha,
conguered Nayaxot, small town to the north-
west of Gurkha, distinct from the town of
ihe same name on the boundaries of Nepal.
One of his descendants, Kulmandan, be-
came king of the principality of Kaski, near

Ancient Nepal

Nayakot, and received the title of Shah from
the emperor of Delhi. The people of Lamjung,
a neighbouring village sheltered in the moun-
tains, came to ask him for one of his sons as
king; when they received him, they took him
for a target, under the pretence of aiming ‘
at game, and pierced him with poisoned
arrows. But incapable of ruling themselves
without a king, they went and asked the
king for another son, they eveatually succee-
ded in winning over his legitimate refusal by
most solemn engagements: authorized to choo-
se among the five remaining sons, they wai-
ted for the night, observed the sleeping prin-
ces, saw the head of the youngest rise from
the cushion and convinced by the lofty des-
tinies which awaited him, took him for their
chieftain. It is this prince, who in his turn
had for second son Dravya Shah, ceaqueror of
Gurkha. ‘

Colonel Tod, the indefatigable compiler
of Rajput traditions, has gathered another
legend on the origin of the Gurkha dynasty.?
I+ had for third son of king
Samarsi of Chitor, who proceeded towards
the end of the XIVth. century to settle down
at Palpa, the actual capital of the Western

founder the

provinces of Nepal. Samarsi isno other than
Samara Simha, the predecessor of Ratna Sim-
ha who was beaten and made a prisoner
by Alau-d-Din. Samara Simha is known by
several inscriptions dating from 1275 .
1278 and 1285 J.C.3 A third yradition gathered
in Nepal by Hamilton,* attributes the found-
ation of Palpa to Rudra Sen, descendaat of
Ratna Sen of Chitor, otherwise of Ratna Sim-
Simha, The
period indicated here and there, does not

ha, the successor of Samara

vary considerably from the time whea Hari-
simha deva invaded and conquered Nepal.

The capture of Chitor aad the scatter-
ing of the Rajputs are historical facts, well
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.established: the history of the ancestors of
Dravya Shah, which is bound to it, is at least
-doubtful and their genealogy is not reassur-
ing. The sceptics can observe that each one of
the branches and sub-branches of the family
‘has for starting point the last bosn of the sons,
as if the lineage of the eldest sons was too
well known and too certain to lend itself to
alterations and fraudulous interpolations.
The successor of Dravya Shah did not succeed
at the {irst attempt in having themselver reco-
gnized as authentic ksatriyas in the Hindu
society. Rama Shab, who reigned from 1606
to 1633 and who gave a code to the Gurkha
-<country, sent an ambassador to the Rajput
prince of Udaypur, with the mission of exhi-
biting his genealogy aud of obtaining the
-express recognition of his rank.

The chief of the clan Sisodhiya, the
Rajput, by preference, allowed himself to be
dazzled by the genealogical tree of Rama
Shah; he was on the point of acceding to the
Tequest, when a discreet counseller suggested
the ambassador on
his own caste: It would then appear ¢learly
whether the rumours which were afloat regar-
-ding the horrible impurity of the mountain
people, were ordinary slanders. The amba-
ssabor who gave himself up as a Ksatriya,
had to admit after having exhausted all sub-
terfuges that he belonged to the Pande clan;
it happened that the Pande of India
were a clan of Brahmans. The case
‘heard and the ambassador
crestfallen.’

him about questioning

now
was
had to return

This monstrous union of a name of
Brahmanic clan with the title of Ksatriya,
which scandalized the puritans of India,
had, however, become a realization in the
valleys of the Himalayas under the patronage
and eontrol of the Brahmans. Their inge-

nuity always ready to side with their irreco-

ncilability, had created, under the appeara-
nces of an ordinary resurrection, a new caste

that combined two features theoretically
irreconcilable; They were the khacas, the
khas,

The khas were the local result of a gro-
up of phenomena already noticed in the
valley of Nepal, but which had followed
another development. The Brahmans who had
ascended from orthodox India, as pilgrims,
missionaries or adventurers, had made use of
their aristocratic prestige and sacerdotal
prestige on the fair sex; welcomed with ho-
nour and veneration by these rough mountain
tribes, who respected and feared in them the
magic or all powerfull prescriptions, they
had created irregular families; the ehildern
of these unions rejected by the Brahmanic
codes were legitimately admitted in the Hin-
du society; but they were compelled to occu-
py a very small rank. The evil was not
serious had they alone with the Brahmans
represented the social order of India in the
Himalayas. But the Brahman does not tread
on barbarous ground without working out
conversions; the semi-savage tribes aspire to
getting incorporated in the superior organi-
zation which the Brahman rules and dis-
poses at will; the very obligations which
the caste imposes flatters the pride of the
novice: they isolated them by a rigorous
barrier and change into an insurmountable
gulf the thin line of demarcation which
separated him from the inferior
exchange for this adhesion

€lasses. In
to the funda-
mental laws of the church, which preseribe
the respect for the Brahman and the cow,
the Brahman invented a subterfuge of gene-
alogy which permitted him to introduce
his proselyte in the envied caste of the
Ksatriyas, A vague concord inthe name of
thr barbarious- ancestors, the remote resem-

blance of a legend sufficed to throw a bridge




between the Ksatriya candidate or aspirant
(Ksatriya) and one of the numerous heroes
of Hindu tradition. '

But the new Ksatriya was not at the
end of his pains; in spite of his wearing
¢he Brahmanic string and taking a Brah-
man as guru, the authentic Rajput held
his too recent nobility at a distance and
would not decide to give him his daugh-
ters in marriage; he was left to choose
his wives among the and the
sons born of such unions could not main-
tain tnemselves in the paternal rank. The old
social theory of the dharmashastras alloted
them a degrading condition, but it was full
of zestin connection with an ideal, regular
and submissive society and had only to make
in’ the valleys of the Himalayas; the new
Ksatriyas were not disposed to pay for their
title by a humiliation imposed on their pro-
geny. The Brahman knew how to conciliate
the letter and the character, the doctrine and
the practice. Among the irregular class
issues of the Ksatriyas, Manu designated
ihe Khasas (or Khacas): they were shown
side dy sidein the classical® code, together
with the Licchavis and the Mallas who con-
stituted the military aristocracy of Nepal;
alike them, the khasas were acknowledged as
the regular descendants born in legitimate
marriage of a Ksatriya who had been exco-
mmunicated for neglect of sacred duties. The
name of the khasas had been perpetuated
in the codes, but on positive or real notion
were connected to it.7 On the other hand, the
epic and literary geography of India, had for
a long time past been applying this desig-
nation to the populations which bordered
Northern India, on the frontier of Brahman-
iém; the name floated, like most of the anci-
ent ethnic, in the undulating limits and could
have spread to the Tibetan plateaux.®

indigenes

Ancient Nepal

The old dharmashastras, in enrolling the-
name  of the khasas, asalso the name of the
Yavanas, of the Pahlavas, of the Cinas aud
of so many other real people, have simply
had for object to define their social situation.
in connection with the Brahmanic hierarchy.
The Brahmans, faithful to their steadfast.
tactic, resusciated an old name which had
fallen in escheat and made use of it to cover
a new creation. They recognized the sons.
born of mnions between the Ksatriyas and.
the indigenous women, as authentic represen--
tatives of the ancient khasas, and granted
them the privilege unlike to the true ksatri~
yas, of the Brahmanic string. '

The plan was so ingenious and satis-
factory that it could serve two ends. The
sons born of union between ‘the Brahmans
and the indigenous women and fallen from
the paternal rank owing to the blunder of
an irregular birth could not sink lower than
the irregular sons of the ksatriyas; they could
not rise higher than the new khas who bor-
dered very close to the second caste- They
were equally recognized as khas, also received
the Brahmanic string and retained at the same:-
time the name of the Brahmanic clan to which
belonged their father. Attempts were made to
the other Khas by
the designation of Ksattris or Khattris, also
borrowed from the convenient terminology

distinguish them from

of the code;® but the custom refused to admit
these subtle distinctions, and the ksattris blen
ded with the Khas. The authentic Rajputs
who come from the Windustan and who
united with the indigenous women, preten-
ded also, to classify apart under the name
of Ekthariahs, their privileged descendants;
the mass of the khas absorbed '

its heterogenous chaos. The clans of local

them in

nobility, converted after the rajas of the
mountains, came in their turn to mingle..

!
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The powerful family of the khas covered
V\it>] its tribes, thc vast space of the moun-
tains which extends from Nepal proper to
Cashmere.

The small military principality of
~urkha was expecially peopled with khas.
“They were some of them vassals of the king,
others officers or soldiers. It was thanks to
the complicity of the khas clans that
Dravya Shah was able to capture Gurkha in
1.59, it was thanks to
devoticn that the Gurkha

to maintain and extend their power, with-

their fidelity and

Kings were able

out affiliated to any of the leagues, which
were being formed at every moment between
the princes of the Tervitory of the Twenty
four Rajas;it was due to their untiring
courage that Prithivi Narayan succeeded
in reconquering Nepal. The khas had alre-
ady figured in the history of Nepal, before
this conquest; they appeared for the - first
time at the same time as the Magars and

the fermented radish, a little while before the

expedition ard the conquest of Harisimha deva,

It was the time, when the Rajputs, repuised
by the Musulmans, withdrew to the moun-
tains, joined the sexvice of the barbarcus prin-
ces, overthrew them and founded Hindu states
on the ruins of the indigenous feudality.
Rudra sena who is known to be a descendant
of Ratna Simha; last independent king of
Chitor, has founded the town of Palpa. His
successor Mukunda Sena extended the pater-
nal domain. Nepal was in a state of anarchy;
king Hari deva ornly exercised a nominal
power. A native Magar expelled from Nepal
depicted to Makunda Sena the valley as a
sort of Preinised-Land; the houses had gold
roofs, the water pipes were of gold. The king
of Palpa rushed, routed the Nepalese troops;
his soldiers smashed and disfigured the images
of the gods and they even removed the Bhai-

rava placed before the image of Matsyendra
Natha as a guardian and sent it to Palpa.
Mukunda Sena offered to on avail, as a sort

of expiation to Maisyendra Natha the gold:

chain which adorned the neck of his horse.

“The figure of pahsupati, waich 1is called

Aghora (That of the South) showed its hor-

rible teeth and sent a gnddess named Maha-

mari (Plague) who swept the country, in
fifteen days, of all Mukunda Sena’s sol-

diers. The king fled under the disguise of
Sanyasi; but

Nayakot, he died. Such is the Nepalese

account; but the tradition of Palpa states

that Mukunda Sena ruined himself the:

Empire which he had founded, by dividing
it betwcen his four sons.'e Mukunda Sena,
later like Prithivi Narayan, command d am
army of khas; several among them remaied.
estzb'ished in the valley, so quickly con-

quered and lost!' According to Kirkpatrick.

a great number of khassias families (that
is to say Khasiyas or Khasas) who area
tribe of the West, emigrated into Nepal

and established themselves as Newars (408 or

samvat 1344) (1287/8 J.C.), under the region.

of Anwant Mull Deo (Ananta Malla deva}

and three vears later, as Newar ¢11; a con-

siderable number of families from Tirhout.

also emigrated in their turn.?

The migration of the Khasas reported.
by kirkpatrick has preceded by little thelr
invasion under the leadership of Mukunda
Sena, if even it is not mixed up with that
invasion.
that took place towards the
XIIIth. century and the beginning of’
the XIVth, '

ead of the

At that period, the indigenous tribes-
in spite of the lineage of’

of the west,
race and language, were held as ordinary”

reaching Devi-ghat below

On either side, it 1s. an event




demons by the refined Newars. The Gurung,
the shepherd, who occupied the alpine
regions to the West of Nepal, to the North of
‘the Magars, served as the ogre of our
fables to threaten and horrify the children;
to stop them from shriekiag, they were
told: Wait a while,
come and take you away. Gurung Mapa

Gurung Mapa will

did not delay in taking a real life in the
imagination of the people; they at first
recognized him as a Raksasa. They had seen
him come and devour the children. And they
conceded to him the oweership of Tudi-
khel on condition that he would eat no
qmore; he further agreed, in return for a
regular gift, to preveat any building
.operations to be undertaken on this ground,
which still remains waste-land. (It serves

to-day asa manoeuvring ground).!3

The Khas arenot all Gurkhas; the
Nepalese provinces to the West of  Gurkha
and the British  districts to the East of
Clashmere have a numerous population of
khas, members of the same caste; but the
khas natives of the Gurkhas are not khas:
All the inhabitants
arrived thither together with Prithivi Nara-

of Nepal, who had

van, with some Sort of a title, great lords
as well as pariahs, are Gurkhas and have
a right to this privileged name.

The fiist of the Gurkhas, the Gurkha pre-

emienently is the king: Maharaja-Adhiraja.

The king and the royal family which embodies
all the legitimate descendants of Dravya
Shah flatter themselves in being pure blouded
Ksatriyas. The presence, of a Khancha
and of Micha, inserted in the royal genea-
logy, only distresses those ready to criti-

names, which

.cise; these two Anaryan
selate the ascendants of Prithivi Narayan
+to descendants of the Rajputs of Chitor
and also the features, more Magars like

Ancient Népél

than Hindus of the members of the royal
family, do not prevent them from being
reckoned as Thakurs, namely as indisputu-
table Rajputs. The caste of the ‘Thakurs
is sub-divided into fifteen to twenty clans.
The king is of the Shahi clan or Shaha-
The Mallas, who gave kings to Nepal for
a long time, form another clan of Thakurs.

The Khas, who ranked . immediately
under the Thakurs, are credited to-day
with being worth the authentic ksatriyas
and for the past half century, they are
inclined to substitute their ancinet desig-
nation which they bore with an affected
vanity which the name of Chettris or
with India, be

coming more frequent have disclosed the

Ksatriyas; the relations

disadvantages of too-estimated a title up
till then. Sons of Brahmans, of Rajputs,
or of those converted and united with indi-
Ekthariahs, oF
khas of origin, one caste alone embodies

genous women, ksattris,

and mingles them. In an instructive but
little edilying fraternity, meet and jostle
the venerated names of the Krahmanic clans,
the glorious names of the ksatriyas clans

and barbarous names of the indigenous clans.
Ia vain, the Brahmans thinking the hour of
concession passed, have attempted to in=
troduce in their relations with the khas, a
rigidity more in conformity with orthodoxy;
the Khas of Nepal persist in ordering that
the chi'dren, born of the women of their
caste united with the Brahmans should
wear the sacred string, take the rank of the
khas and receive the name of the paternaj :

clan.

There, however, exists a category of
degraded khas, which has a right of the

_title of the khas, but which has no right

to the Brahmanic string: they are the chil-
dren issue of unions between the authentic
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*has and the widows of the same rank or
with the concubines of inferior rank. They
follow the same rules of purity as the khas,
but they are curtailed to  more humble
occupation; they can freely marry among

themselves, whatever he the paternal clan.

The Gurkha khas exercise the ‘Hindu
religion and willingly stand as champions
for it; but apart from the numerous supers-
titions which they share with the Hindus,

they have reduced the dogmas to one
article of faith alone: the respect of the
cow sums up for them the Brahmanic

doctrine. In Nepal, the slaying of a cow
is punished with the capital punishment-
death-a simple act of brutalitv commitied
on a cow 1is punished with imprisonement
life. The Gurkhas have undertaken
repeated wars against the kiratas, established
to the East of Nepalto compel them to
abstain from eating the cow which at
food of predilection
preferred). They forbade the Murmis,
neighbours of the

for

.one time was their
(most
Kiratas from entering
“Tibetans of
fiesh
of dead cows, dead through natural causes,

now that it is forbidden to kill them.

the valley because these

carrions’ (‘Siyena Bhotiya’) eat the

The Brahman is less favoured by the
fate than the cow, in spite of the superstitious
respect which he inspires; Prithvi Narayan
and his successors = were very free about
often, the properties of the
case, the capital puni-
shment could not be passed against a
Brahman. In Nepal; he preserves thither the
ancient privilege, which the
-codes conferred on him. The most serious
penalty that could be inflicted on him is
perpetual imprisonment with the forfeiture
of his caste.

confiscating

Brahman. In any

Brahmanic

to eat with lower castes: also, if the

Superstitions even to childishress; the
Gurkhas khas not hampered by the
formalities prescribed by the rulesof Hindu
purity. To eat,is for the Hindu a serious
affair; he has to undress from head to
foot, bathe, adore the divinity (puja), clean

are

his utensils and especially avoid the con-
tact of inferior castes. The Gurkhas, if he
is even a khas, is content to remove his
head-piece and his and eat in
company with Gurkhas of all classes, all
and dal (kind
of lentil), which the higher castes refuse
rice
is cooked in Ghee (melted butter), all the
Even the Thakurs
the Hindus

Magars and they are

shoes

kinds of food, except rice

castes eat it  together.
accept to eat in common with
as suspicious as the
to dispense with it until their
riage. They all drink without
ment from the same leather bottle, providéd
it is made of goat’s leather. As a contrast
to the Hindus, who profess a  scrupulous
the Gurkhas are great
eaters of game and of fish especially. They
the taste of their Newar subjects
regarding vegetables and especially garlic
as well as for wheat-alcohol -
(raksi) and brick-tea; they are also fond

free mar-

embarrass-

respect -for life,
share
rice or

of adorning themselves with flowers.

Thc dress, simple and prartical, is
also very tight-fitting: It has even become
the Nevars. The
fortunate wear by way of trousers Hindu
fashion, a piece of cloth passed round the

very popular with less

waist and brought between the legs; furt-
hermore, they have a tight-fitting
closed on the chest by
buttons running from

jacket,

a long line of
the waist to the
neck; they are shod with leather sabots
square shaped, which take (or fit) the foot

well and rise the ankles; their head-piece

consists of a small bonnet (cap) which fir




in exactly the top of the
they wind a piece of cloth round

skull. Lastly,
their
waist, and this serves as a belt and often
asa turban when the sun is very
In this belt they wear the national weapon,
the inseparable companion and the univer-
sal implement of the Gurkhas: the ‘Khukri’.
The Khukri is a large heavy and curved
knife which measures about fifty
tres between the point and the extremily
of the handle. Khukri in hand, the
Gurkha will cut and slice his adversaries
mercilessly, will await firmly and slay
the most formidable faun and will opea
himself with ease, a passage through the

most dense jungle.

The wealthier classes wear the

_ same
cap, the same shoes, the same belt with
the khukri; but their costume consists in
a real trousers, ‘which falls on the ankles,
and fits tightly round the calf; the top of
it is ample and flowing; it is

at the

tightened
waist by means of a running-
string; besides a kind of frock-coat with
jarge faps crossed over on the chest and
‘exactly fitting on the bust; it by
inside xes
the crossing four outsides fixes the turned,
down flap. The frock-coat
sers are made of a

closes
means of eignt strings, four
“and the trou-
light cotton cloth
stitched double; inside is placed a padding
of cotton-wool which varies in  thickness
‘the wadding,
the two layers of cloth are brought together
by means of diagonal

according to taste; to fix
stitching
Under the

a short shirt which over-
neck.

closely
worked to one another-
coat, they wear

flows at the Often also, they wear

over the frockcoat, a real dress—jacket, of

Buropean cut, and lined with  Tibetan

furs in winter.

warm.

centime-.

frock-"

‘Ancient Nepal

The Gurkhas have adopted with the
rites, the Hindu prejudices on marriage, The:
girls can be wedded after the age of seven
and must be married before thirteen years
of age. Contrary to the Nevars, the Gurkhas
are of very jealous mnature: The adulteress.

is punished with imprisonment for life,
without reckoning with bastinades and
other cruelties in which is -satisfied  the

husband’s vengeance. Up to the period. of
Jang Bahadur, the law allowed the out-
chastise the
with
khukri, at all times and

raged husband the trouble to
wife; he was permitted to slay her
a stroke of the
at all places, however oid or doubtful was
the offence. The police would not interfere
in these cases of vengeance. To-day, the
culprit is arrested, undergoes trial aad if
found guilty, is made over to the husband
who springs on her, khukri in hand, and
slays her; however the culprit ‘can escape,
and to allow her a means of doing so,
she is given the start of a few paces, but
of the husband
surround and knock her down by tripping
her. '
urce; she can save her life by accepting to
cross under the leg of the but:

generally, the friends

The law also offers her another reco-

husband;
at the same time she loses hsr caste
her honour. Such cowardice isalmost with-
out an exmple. '

The women of the higher society
live in general in the seclusion of the house
and only show themselves on feast days
at the temples and when on pilgrimages:
skirts

entangled in their flowin they are
§ y

unable to walk ahd move about on the
the
lofty pcrsonages surround by
affectation, with a  well-filled seraglios:
(harem). ‘The abuse of the (asphrodisiac)
had a

backs of men. Polygamy is universal;

themselves,

has

(drug exciting sexual desire)

and
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deplorable action on the development of
the Gurkhas. The widows in confirmity
with the Hindu law  which the English
have forbidden to be exercised in India,
are authorized to ascend the conjugal pyre;
the small monuments raised in honour of
of the ‘satis’ are still everywhere met with.
However, the custom is  dying out; Jang
Bahadur forbade the widows who had
young children from throwing themselves on
the funeral-pile, and the widow wlo weakens
At the last moment can renounce her sacri-
fice without the parents gathered around
obliging her to hold on to her agreement.
A second marriage is naturally forbidden
to the widows; The Brahmarnic Law  is
inflexible on this point;but instead of the
miserable and desperate condition  that
awaits them in India, they can contract
an irregular marriage without dishonourin

the Gurkha country,

In like proportion to the taste of
the Nevars for socicty, the Gurkhas avoid
it. He loves to live in a secluded house
in the midde of a field, without any
other occupation than the performance of
religious ceremonies. *It is an unsolvable
mystery, declares Dr. Wright, to understand
what th Gurkhas amuse thiemselves with
and spend theiv time upon. Their preferred

distraction, isto hunt, in which they are

very skilled and brave; but the pleasure
can only be indulged in the Terrai during
the Winter season.

The appreciations ~on their character,

vary almost to contradiction. Hamilton,
who lived a year among them in the begi-
pning of the XIXth. century, describes a
terrible narrative: “They are perfidious and
treacherous, cruel and arrogant against the
weaker ones, flatly low!y when they expect

a favour. The higher classes pass the night
in the company of men dancers, of women~
dancers, of musicians, and women musiciahs.
and have quickly wrought their impotente
by continual excesses. The morning is
spent in sleep, and the afternoon in the
accomplishment of rites, and there remains
little time for their affairs and to instruét
themselves. With the exception of a  few
Brahmans, they are drunkards and  also
exceptionally suspicinus. “Three quaters of
a century later, Dr. Wright does not judge:
them with less good-will or sympathy. “They
have no affairs, excepting that of  playing
like soldiers; they have no open-air games,.
they have no literature to keepthem busy
at home. In fact, they have nothing to fill
up their long hours of leisure; in consequence
they abandon themselves to gossip, to game,.
to debauchery under every form. “In
return, captain Vansittart appreciates and
praiscs, as a soldier, the gnalities of the
Gurkha recruits. - “Compared with the
other Orientals, the Gurkhas are tough,.
enduring, faithful, honest, independent, have
the courage of their opinion.... they disdain.
the natives of India and  fraternize with.

the Europeans whom they admire for theis -

superiority of  knowledge, of force and’
courage and whom they endeavour to imitate...
It may seem strange but it is an indubi-
table fact, that each year a great number
of recruits enrnl themselves solely with the-
purpuse of learning to read, write and cal--
cu'ate in our schools for the regiments. “It,
is necessary to observe that Mr. Vansittart.
judges the nation through the  humble:
recruits who annually come and got enro-
lled under the British colours and consisted
more of native Magars and Gurungs, than.
of Thakurs and khas, whereas Dr. Wright.
had especially in view, the high Gurkha
society of Nepal. I must, however, admit:
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that my impressions, in Nepal itself, have
concorded with the sentiment of Mr. Vansi-

" ttart. The unfavourable prejudices that I

‘brought away from the plains, slowly
vanished with the prolongation of my
stay; and I was obliged to recogmze that
if the Curkhas are in fact suspicious and
distrustful, as they are credited with, in
the official as well as in the private rela-
tions, the Europeans (and I do not only
mention the English) have made the suspi-
cion and the distrust, too Legitimate. Less
refined and less gifted than the Nevars,
they have in the highest sense that love
For liberty and mother-land, two sentiments
that India have not known. Their national
hero, Prithivi Narayan, has set the example
too easily followed by bis descendants, of
craft, of disloyalty, of perjury, of rapacity of
cruelty; the geat men of Western politics
‘have wrongly done him an injury. The

-Gurkha virtue pre- -eminently is the military

honour. “Rather death than an act of
cowardice”, says the proverb; and in
fact a khas, who runs away before the
enemy in a battle is expelled from his
caste; he becomes 2 pariah, even his wife

can no longer eat with him.

The khas are the basis of the Gurkha

'p')pulatmn but it embodies other elements.

The Brahmans of Gurkha have accomp inied
the victors of Nepal; they belong to the
Kanyakubjuva clan, devoted to the cakta
rites and recognize the authority of the
Tantras. Thé erudites are scarce; astrology
is the most cultivated science. They are

divided into three categories separated by

the gulf of marriage; the highest bears the
title of ‘Upadhyaya’, they belong to the
schools of Yajur Veda;they serve as ‘gurus’
(spiritual teachers) and as ‘purohitas’ (dom-
estic chaplains) to the Brahmans and Raj-
puts. The first in dlgmty is the spiritual

Ancieht,iﬁéf’)ﬁ’l

teacher of the king (Raja- guru) who is well
versed in all the questions of the caste; a
portion of the fines imposed on breaches of
this nature, to be mades over to him. He is
furthermore, by virtue of pious donations,
proprietor of the vast domains which he lets
out on lease. His office or emloyment like all
the functions in Nepal, is renewable  every
year; but unless it be for a scandal or a politi-
cal revolution, he remains the chief for life. A
few other Brahmans, related to great houses,
also make considerable revenues. The others,
who are greater in number, live especially
by the sums the faithful distribute on the
occasions of births, marriages, deaths, and
great events. The Mabaraja Deb Sham Sher
who exercised an ephemeral power from the
3rd. of March to the 25th. June 190U has
celebrated his accession by a distribution
of 1000 cowsto the Brahmans.

The Upadhyayas eat goats, sheep,
but refuse game- The two classes named
‘Kamiya’ and ‘Puribi’, serve as gurus and
purohitas te the inferrior classes, but not
the lowest. These ones go so far as to reac
pigs and hens destined for their table.

Beneath in rank to the Brahman, but
at a long distance, are classified the ‘Jaisis’.
In spite of the indentity in names, they
totally differ from the Nevar Jaisis; these
are issues of an union between a Brahrman
and a Nevar woman. The Gurkha jaisis
are issues of 1illegitimate union Dbétween
Upadhyaya Brahmans and widows of their
caste; they are interested in agriculture and
commerce and form a numerous class (har-
monious ),

The conqucrors'havc also brought away
from Gurkha, group of low castes, the seér-
vices of which were indispensable. These
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gastés, everi the vilest among them, down to
the swéepers and the turiiérs, have a right,
Tiowever, to the title of Gurkhas and pass for
their masters for having comié from Chitor.
Their so-called Hindu origin gives to a
certain extent, a iore solid baseé to the pre-
tensions of the military clans. The first of
ihese classes to sand out in dignity is
ihat of the ‘khvas’ ot ‘khavas’, slaves ot
troyal freed- men who are the confiderntial
men of business of the palace; this is the
employment théy were already holdihg, as
they say, at Ghitor. The bastards of the
royal family, the children born of a Thakur
4and a woman-slavé are ranked in that caste.
©One must be careful in not mixing up the
Khavas with the ketas or Kamaras (Kar-
makaras’) who are ordinary slaves. Slavery
as a matter of fact; is one of the institu-
tions of Nepal; the number of s'aves reach
the total of from twenty to thirty thou-
sand. The growth is due to various causes;
somé are born in servitude, some also, in
punishment fora crime have been degraded
and sold; others, and
have been sold; by needy parents. The
parents, at first attempt to sell them to people
of good castes who respect the obligations of
the castes of their slaves; if they do not
suecceed, they, resign themselves to sell them
to pariahs or heathens. The child looses his
caste from then, but the parents
their own, unless they take back in their
home their child, even if he be freed-slave.
“The price of a slave for a boy varies, from
150 to 200 francs, fora girl between 200
and 300. The girl slaves, even those of the
-queen are all legally prostitutes; their mas-

preserve

ters allow them most sparing food, and leave
‘them to provide for their clothes with their
own resources. A slave who has a child from
her master, can claim her freedom-

After the khvas comes the ‘Nai’ (Napita)

the more numerous |

the barber, who still belongs té the pure
castes, on this $ideé of the water, and on the
other side are; ’

The ‘Kami® (Karmnii), smith;

The ‘Damai’y tailor and musicianj

The <Sarki’, tanner and shoe-maker

The ‘Bhat’, or Bhanr, musician whé proiti-

tutés his wife;
The “Gain’; wandering singer;
The ‘Dhobi’ washerman or (Woman).

These castes have men of the same
castes for priests. All the Gukhas speak the
khas or Parbatiya language'. '

Parbatiya, detived from parbata or par-
vata, mountain, is thé nare of all the moun-
taineers of Nepal, who, without being Gur-
khas also pretend to be of Hindu origin. The
khas or Parbatiya (this last name is the
more usual) is better than all the legenas
and the genealogies for the convincing testimo-
ny of the Hindu emigration to the mountains.
Its construction, and also its vocabulary
are eight tenths exactly identical to Hindi,
the language of the Hindus of Delhi, Agra
and Benares. Introduced by the emigranté
from Indid, it has expelled the Tibetan diale-
cts from the valleys and spread already over
the wholé of the lower Himalayas, to the West
of Nepal, in the time of Prithvi Narayan. The
Gurkha conqueést has introduced it in the cen-
tral valley, where the Nevari is deeper rooted
than its neighbours, still holds it in check;
but the centralization of the Government
assutes its ‘trium'ph: it is the langﬁage ‘of
the rare schools and also of official comm-

unications; if it is not yet spokcn every-
where, it is more or less understood from
one end to the other of the kingdom; the
Gurkha soldiers have carried it to the fron-
tier of Sikkhim, op the outs kirts of Dar-
jeeling. ' ‘




The Gurkha nation comprises, besides
two ancient races which Prithivi Narayan
and his successors have associated with the
fortunes of their weapons, but who, admi
tted under caution in the Hindu society,
have nct yet received any employment thi-
ther; they are the Magars and the Gurungs.
The Magars have been associated with the
khas from an old date; The khas and the
Magars appear atthe same time’ in the
history of Nepal; about the XIVih cen-

tury.

Their origin is clearly Tibetan, their
features and their
than those of the Nevars, reveals
first glance their lineage with the
lian races. Established from =
between the ‘Hills of Gres’ and the lofty valleys;
in the valley of the seven Gandakis around

language, less modified

at the
Mongo-

long time

Palpa as centre, they were the first to come
in contact with the Rajputs who were fleeing
pefore the
med them amicably,
tuyally accepted them as their chiefs. Most
of the Khas, otherwise the Thakurs,

Musulman invasion; they welco-
detained and cven-

have
in reality Magar blood in their veins. The
Magars were originally, like all the Hima-
jayan scions, of the Tibetan race, great
eaters of flesh and great drinkers of alcohol.
The first among. them who converted them-
selves to Hinduism did not do otherwise,
undoubtedly, than renounce eating the
flesh of the cow, and earned by that sacri-
fice the title of Ksatriyas or Khas by the
Brahmans.

to

conversion
but the

since they

The movement of

has not stopped from spreading;
Brahmans, less conciliating ever
became the stronger, refused to the new pro-
selytes the advantages granted to their pre-
Khas
have no right yet to the Brahmanic string;

Most of the clans

decessors. The Magars who are not

are divided into two
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branches which bear the same pame in
common, but one of them converted to the
title of Khas from an old date; the other,
recently converted, even sometimes rebellious.
against Hinduism, continues to bear.an indi-
genous designation joined to. the name of
the clan, thus, for example, the Thapas Khas,
who play so cunsiderable a part in the
contemporary history of  Nepal and the
Thapas Rangus. To console themselves, the
new proselytes take up the most haughty names
of the Hindu nobility: Surajbansi, Chandraba-
nsi, etc. (Race of the Sun, Race of the Moon),
but these Their

language, more and more mixed with elements.

are pure fancy names.

borrowed from the khas, teads to rapidly

disappear in face of the Gurkha language'®.
The

the same

Gurungs are a pastoral race, of
Magars  and the
Nevars and who speak a language of the
same family; but established in the lofty
valleys to the North of the Magars, they
have been less impregnated with the Hindu
influences. Their stature is splendid; the two

origin as the

gurung regiments of the Gurkha army only
in
the
khas in height and vigour. They still have
lamas for priests and adore the Buddhistic.
gods in their but the Hindu
country they have rccourse to the Brahmans
for their

recriit men above five feet six inches

height; they surpass the Magars and

valleys; in

religious ceremonies and invoke:

the Brahmanic pantheon.

Political, Judiciaty and Economic
OGrganization.

The history of the institutions is divi-
ded into two periods; The Nevar peériod and
the Gurkha period. The Nevar pericd
tends from the early periods of positive his-
tory to the year 1768, which marks the
complete ruin of the old indigénous dynas-

€X-

thirteen.
centuries. The inscriptions which are strewn

ties; it covers a space of twelve or
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at unequal- intervals on this long series of
years, are nearly - the only useful documents,
the chronicle hardly takes ‘an interest in
.the souvenirs of the religious tradition. Even

the inscription furnish indirect information;
they commemorate in general public or
private endowments, donations of lands and
copcessions of  privileges. The  Capuchin
missionaries who evangelized Nepal in the
X VIIIth. century could have gathered
precious informations on the administration
of the country before the Gurkha conquest,
but their zeal preferred to remain closed up
in 2 work of barren predicament.

Ido nnt claim that the political in-
stitutions have remained unchangeable
during a period of thirteen centuries. The
country is sometimes partitioned among
several kings, sometimes cut up ad infi-
nitum into feudal principalities. The first
of historical dynasties, the Licchavis, fatter
themselves of being related to the glorious
clan which govérncd the most prosperous
city of India, in the days of Buddha, Va-
ishali, but the Licchavisof Nepa! had not
copied the oligarchical constitution of the
ancient me:.ropolis, with its singu ar elec-
tive and annual royalty. Royalty is  here-
ditary and is handed down from father to
son. The King bears the still modest tit'e of
“Bhattaraka Maharaja’, King Sovereign.
He is surrounded by turbulent and refrac-
tory barons (samantas) who only agree to
recognize him as ‘primus inter pares’ and
who profit by each favourable opportunity
to refuse him homage. The king is compe-
dled to enforce his authority. The founder
of the Thakuri, Amshuvarma, is satisSed
with the title of “maha-samanta’ “Grand
Marquis” modified equivalent of ‘Maharaja’;
but his successor Jisnu Gupta bestows on
him already the pompous title of ‘bhatt-
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araka maharajadhiraja’ “Sovereign king ®f
kings” and the . title thus swollen, swells up
again eventually; from the beginning »f
the VIIIth. century,the king is ofhcially
designated as the “supreme  master, the
‘supreme Sovereign, the king  of kings'*
‘parameshvara parama bhattaraka mahara—
jadhiraja’.

The exaggeration of these titles does
not reach a falsehood; the princas of that
period lived in great style and really cut
the figure of kings. The Chinese relations
describe to us the palace of Narendra deva
‘in the middle of the VIIth. century, as
splendid, dazzling with copper ornaments,.
decorated and carved  designedly, erected
(set  off) with  pearls and
stones; in the centre rises a high tower of
seven stories, which forms artificial foun

preciois.

tains at its base. The king himself wears
expensive attires, gold earrings and  jade

pendants and amber jewels also  coral,
mother—of pearl and rock crystal  jewel-He:
sits on a throne supported on lions; around hin.

flowers and perfumes are strewn. The great

men and the officers sit on the floor to-
the right and left; hundreds of armed sgl--

diers

in the beginning of the VIIth, century,
Shivadeva had erected a palace with nige-
stories.

The “personnel” of the royal family is. -
at least partly enumerated in an inscrip--

tion of Amshuvarma, dated in the year
625 J.C, and which seems connected with
the coronation ceremony of this prince. At

the head appears the great “Inspector of
armies”” mahabaladhyaksa; then the “superip--
tendent of donations”, prosadadhikrta ; then”
at a short distance the “bearer of the

are drawn up around. A little earlier,.




fly-flap” ¢camara-dhara’; “The standard
bearer’ dhvaja-manusya; the “supplier of
drinking wate” ‘paniya—karmantika.’; the
inspector of the seat (royal) “pithadhyaksa’;
the ‘bearer of Puspa-Pataka” ‘puspa-pata-
ka-vaha; the “drum and blower of the
.con¢h” ¢nandishankha-vada; and even the
““gweepress’ 'sammarjayitri’. Other inscrip-
tions of the same pericd also name the
<«commander-in-chief” ‘sarvadanda-nayak’;
the “great bailiff” sMahapratihara’ the
«minister of the worships™ " ‘dharmara jika—

matya; the “spiritual director”, ‘guru’.

In face of the king and the c¢ourt,
exposed to the vicissitudes of  revolutions
which sweep attimes 2 dynasty and its
supporters, the population retains  an
immutable organization in 1its traditional
temper. Whether the Thakuris supzsede
the Licchavis or the Mal:as ascend the
throne, whether the sovereign power is  in
the hands of an emperor OFf is  dispersed
among the rival chiefs, the commune
(inhabitants) ,orama’, remains alwavs in
the eyes of the people the real and oaly
political unity, in Nepal as well  as in
India. The Indian village forms a zepub-

lic by itself, an administrative  systcm

regular and complete, under the dircctic

of the mayor (patta—ki'ﬁa, grama -Kuta,
grama-pali; prachana), generaily assisted
by the sccretary, keeper, chief of irrigation

1

who regulates the supply of

water between
the fields, astrologer (jyotisa, josi) who
determines the periods of cultivation and
who knows these days that are auspicious
or inauspicious. The needs of the village
also demand as integral elements a carpenter,
a blacksmith, a potter, a washerman, a barber;
the schosl principal and the jeweller ave

atilities without indispensable  characters.

ne master of the houses (‘kutumbin’),
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whether he be house proprietor (grihin}

or field proprietor {%kestrin’) are the . citi-

sens of this elementary state. The sovereiga
administration only interferes in questioné
of revenue and criminal " justice or in
affrays  between  several villages. The
villages of Nepal are grouped in the ancient
period into districts (adhikarana); =~ western
district  ( ‘paccimadhikarana’ ). No rthern
district (? kubervati’) etc, under the admi~
stration of crowa officers (adhikrta’)Who
scem to execcise the functions of  farmers—
general (of revenues) (vrttibhuj, vartta’).
These officers command forces. of armed
police (catabhata) whose assistance  are
estended for the execution of orders. Bat
tradition, are stern and beiter respected than
a charter, forbids the towasaip (commune)
from overriding the central power. The
officers and the kings police = can only
penetrate on communal territory for  the
levy of revenue (‘karaéadhana’) to hand over
written documents (lekhyadana’) to instruct
on the five great crimes which are directly
associated  with  the sovereign  justice

(panchaparadha).

in a country almost exclusively agri-

cultural as in Nepal and the whole of

,

I
India, the principal revenue of the king
is the land-tax. The nature of the distri-
bution 13 not clearly indicated
in the inscriptions. In  the days ‘of
the Licchavis, it seems that the unit of
valuation which was adopted was the plough
(gohala’) viz. the suiface which a peasant
can cultivate with a pair of bulls. The
corresponding monetary unit is the (Karsa-
pana’ (about 2gr. 30 of silver, according
to the estimation generally agreed); it is
divided into 16 -panas’. The state receives
two other taxes on iae land; the ‘simha

(?y-kara’ aad the ‘maila-kara’, which fixes .




Nepal - 15

both of them the amount of 4 ‘panas’ of
copper (4 x 9gr. 1/2 about) on the “plough™.
The king further receives a portion (bhaga)
of the harvests (the %, the .1 the o,
6 8 12
according to the rules), he derives a tax on
objects of luxury (bhoga), on gold (hira-
naya). This isthe sum total of the three
taxes (trikara’). Lastly the village is bound
down to certain annual  presentations of
services, such for example, it must furnish
bearers for the transport into Tibet (Bhotta-

visti’).

Royalty is not attached to these pri-
vileges with a refractory jealousy; it some-
times parts with them for the benefit
of a divinity or of a temple, or even
in exchange for other obligations. Most
of our inscriptions register traunsaction of
this nature. The formulary expressly defines
the relations of the king with the commune;
it is the paternal administration allayed
with despotism, which the East in general
has known and practised. The king
addvesses his decree directly “to the heads
of the house of the village in following
the order of precedence’” he enquired about
their health and dwves not fail to inform
them that he is quite well himself. Most
often, the king designates a missus
dominicus (dutaka)  selected among the
principal offlcials, to supervise the execu-
tion of his will; itis even, in a great

many cases the Heir-apparent (yuvaraja)

who is invested with the royal cdict.

Through all the transformations, the
commune testifies to its persistent vitality.
The groupings in which it is mixed willy—
nilly, break up by the turn of events; it
always survives. When the growing  pros-

perity of Nepal opened large towns thither

which swallowed once separated - communes,

within their walls, the new towns continue
to form an agglomieration of small states;

no sooner does the central powers weaken

then the town breaks up in districts, in indepen«
dent clusters. During the whole of the middle

ages, Kathmandu is divided ameng twelve

kings, the other capital, patan, has as many ki-
ngs as ‘tols’ (claster of houses). The Nepalese

Empire is for a while reconstituted with

Yaksa  Maila, in the XVth. century;

after him, the valley is cut up in three

kingdoms which are envious of one another

and plague and fight together until the

arrival of the Gurkhas.

Even under the administration of the

Mallas who pretend being a consistent

" dynasty, the transmission of power does

not happen somectimes without  collision-
Towards the year 1600, the people of
Kathmandu, tired of the debaucheries of

king Sada Shiva, expelled him with the cudgel - .

from the throne and the kingdom. A few
vears before the Gurkha conquest, the six
notable citizens (Pradhanas) of Patan put-
out thc eyes of king Rajya Prakasha, refused
to open the gates of the town to king
Jaya Prakasha who went out on a promenade
and execute king Vishvajit  with  their
own hands. In case of accidental wvacation
or escheat, the procedures in usage vary.
When the lineage of Amshuvarma 1isfound
extinct, at the close of the VI1IIih. century,
the Thakuris of Nayakot cross over the
mountain, descend into Nepal and they
elect one among them as king., It is a
privilege which appears to be their escheated
existence asthe same is to the wnoblest and
purest clan of the country. After the inva-
sion of Mukunda Sena towardsthe XIIIth.

century, when the country in a siate of
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upheaval, succumbs to war, plague anarchy,
the Thakuris of Nayakot the
1ittle kings who at the time share among
thcmselveb the towns and villages of the country
are all the members of this clan. At Ka-
thmandu, when Sada Shiva was expelled
“the people”  designated a successor. At
Patan; the choice of the king seems to rest
with the notables (‘Pradhanas’) who repre-
sent the nobility.

re-apper;

The great discrepancies in the Epigra-

phy, which no other document can fill
up, prevent the study of the history of
the institutions in the middle age. The

inscriptions take new life with the dynasty
of the numerous Mallas, it is true, for the
more recent period, but stuffed with stilted
literature and almost The
useful
the construction of centes or imitations;

bare of facts,
Sanskrit is only a school language,
for
the
the and
the study of the epigraphy in Nevari still
rémains to be created. It is necessary to
reach the Gurkha period to discover useful

real and positive notes are expressed in
indigenous lauguage, the Nevari,

documents.

‘The Gurkha  conquest upsets the
traditional ‘regime’ of Nepal. The new
chiefiains of the country, jealousof their
authority, are not disposed to share it
with anybody; they Dbreak up all- resis-
tances, absorb  the principalities and

baronies and instal in place of the ancient
partition, a strong and rcsolutely centralized
It is difficult to study its
exact and detailed working, I have already
mentioned the reasons against it.

guvernment,

The jealous and
dence of the Gurkhas,

suspicious indepen-
gets alarmead and

€rror.
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frightened at the least
curiosity of the traveller, who
wears an air of espionage

the
easily

indiscretion;
s0
in Europe, does-
Each
responsible
it is held
from profane
The
enveloped

not stand out markedly in Nepal.
one believes himself willingly
for the machine of the  state;
as a duty to screen them

or evil-wishing looks, it is

replies to questions asked

all one.
are
ia
gather

with reticence or overflow to lead one
The wisest thing is still to
those

up the informations obtained by

whose situation or resources placed them in

a position to  instruct themselves  and
observe Kirkpatrich, Hamilton, Hodgson,
Cavenagh, Wright. None of  them, it is

true, has traced a description of the whole,

and the notes which are borrowed from
them, if placed end to end, turn out incor-
rect or contradictory, since they are connec-
ted to vastly different periods, the
regency of Bahadur Shah to the dictatorship-

of Jang Bahadur. The description which I

from

undertake will then be forcibly subject to
untrust worthiness on more than one point.

Royalty is hereditary. The king is the
legitimate descendant of Prithvi Narayan

and of the ancient Gurkha kings. He be-
ars the title of ‘Maharajadhiraja’ “king
above great kings” abbreviated in the

colloguial to the from of Dhiraj". In principle:
he possesses absolute power. However, tradi-
tion confers a right of remonstrance on
thirty six chiefs of clans, named Thargars™
(inhabitant of nests); these clans who pre-
tent some to be ksatriyas and others Brah-
fief in the
patrimonial domain of Prithvi Narayan. It

manic, have their situated
is between them, that the govetnment must
but all

hiera--

share the principal employments

have not equal rights; they form a

rchy with three different stages, the highest.
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group in dignity comprises six families
who receive by reason of their number
the name of ‘Chattra’, The Chattras have
a kind of right of preference for the first
cmplnyments of the kingdom. In thedays
of kirkpatrick, the Thargars passed as
authorized defenders of the dynastic interests;
If they thovght these interests in  danger,
their duty and their right went so far as
to enable them to overthrow the reigning
prince and to give him a more worthy
successor. The most powerful clans of the
Chattras in the days of  Hamilton, were
the Panres (‘Pacnde’) and the Vishwanaths
{*Vishwanatha’). But the real authoﬁt-y of
the Thargars has disappeéred for a long
timne, with the real authority of the kings.
In 1843, when the intrigues of the king,
heir-apparent, and queen seemed to  pre-
cipitate the state into ruin, the Chieftains
and the officers of the army took the
initiative of the Petition of Rights’ which
was signed by the ministers, otlicers, and
the municipal corporations of  the valley
and taken to the palace by a large dele-
gation. The king welcomed and signed
the chart which was brought to him and
which guarahteed to ali subjects of  the
crown their elementary rights too  often

violated.

In fact the king is only a sort of
entity to-day, 2 vominal fiction, the only
representative of the country recognized by
the foreign powers. His red  seal (lal
mohar) is necessary to  give  an oficial
value to diplomatic documents, but  his
action 1is void. Since the son and the succe-
ssor of Prithvi Narayan, an 1implacable
fatality bears on the throne either  children

of small or young age or princes already
emasculated by precocious  debauchery;

enclosed in their palace by the party im

power, they are rigorously kept away ifrom

rea' life and public -affairs. Their rare:

outings, when they are permitted, ave

watched by reliable agents who do not
allow anybody to approach

which increase their worries, under  the-
plea of vain and vague dangers, to bring:
them to a state of voluntary coafinement by

pe.suasiomn.

For just an awakening of the king,

even should it last a few moments, can
annihilate the party most solidly encamped

in power. Nepal is, every year, on the
eve of legal revolution. All the employments.
are annual; beginning from the prime minis--

ter to the humblest soldier, all await the
‘paijni’ or panjani’ which rust either
confirm or reject them brutally from the:
service of the state. This ceremony which

periodically accompanies the festival  of
the Dussera (or Dasain, in September-

QOctober) grants beforehand an initial dele--
gation of the royal rights. The great Council

is at first constituted, as an Immediate
emanation of the royal authority; and it is

he who reviews the conduct of officials,.

pronounces on their fate, distributes rewards

aand punishmeuats. The strongest party at

the time of the .Paijni is then duty bound
and capable of clearing the board of
others; it is free to fill up exciusively all
the caployments with its only members.
and show no fault whatever.

Under the first successors of Prithvi Nara--

van, the Great Council, named ‘Bharadar’ com

prised tweive membere: A ‘Chautra” or “Chau-

trariva® four ‘Kajis’four Sirdars’, two
). ) >

‘Khardars’ one ‘Kapardai’. The ‘Chautra”

them and




or ‘Chautariya’ was a parent of the
of

‘minister, and especially of controller General.
It was to him that was transmitted all the

king

who carried out the functions prime

written or veibal communications, dealing
with the conduct of the civil and military
<personnel’. The four {Kajis’ had no particular
attribution; they received a general delega-
tion of the king to intervene or act in all
cases deemed necessary, in war as in peace
time. As an emblem of their power, they
'fctaincd the royal seal. The ¢Sirdars® diffe-
ting from the Chautras and the kajis, could
be chosen regardless of birth; they exerci-
sed the great commands. The
«Khardars® were the of the
v entrusted with the correspondence and
The ‘Kapardar’ was the

military
secretaries
state,
the chancellery.
minister of the king’s house.

This organization of the Bharadar has
disappeared since long time. The powers,
successively conferred on Damodar  Panre,
on Bhim Sen, on Jang Bahadur, have made
a dictator of the prime  minister. From
one Panjani to another, he is the absolute
chief. -Since 1836, he is entitled the
title of ‘maharaja’ and it is by this name

that he is usually nominated. The mahara-

10

an immense syndicate
of interests his

his customers, his most humble and distant

ja isthe chief of
which embody family,
proteges. He has all the powers, civil and
military; he commands the army, he ren-
ders justice; he distribures
He must hold out against opposition parties,

employments.

who are always on the look-out for the
hour of revenge, against rival ambitions
which are even unchained in his own

family, lastly the intrigues of the harem
engaged around the king, and which aims
to strengthen
the

at supreme power. In order

himself against so  many enemies,
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maharaja selects the women of the king in
the most reliable families, particularly among
his own daughters as did Jang .Bahadur;
and at each Panjani, he
the

calls to public

employments only most  devoted

servants.

Among the Gurkhas, the service of the
State is almost mixed up with the military
service. The profession of weapons is - the
only one worthy of a true Gurkha; artisans,
traders, are human cattle which

serves towards the existence of

peasants
the army.
Excluding the Nevars, always suspicious and
held at a distance, the army is open to all
the castes. Thus, each year, at the panjani,
the applicants do not fail and the choice is
easy. In principle, every Nepalese subject
owes one year’s military service to the king
but the number of mea procured would be
above the needs; besides, the system of recrui-
ting by selection offers more guaraﬁtee to
of
the soldier or officer receives a salary which
but is

an

the authority. During his service

year

is not paid in ready money,
(Jagir');

the lowest rank receives a Jagir

paid
by a grant of land ordinary
soldier of
of 100 rupees; a captain of first rank, a
jagir of 4030 rupees; The superior grades
are reserved to the parents of the maharaja;
his brothers, his sons, his nephews are
colonels, lieutenant generals, generals, comman
ders-in chief, without consideration of age
or merit; these titles entitle them to high
emoluments and further a2 regular gift which

is due to them by all their subordinates.

The number of men inregular service
is estimated at from 25000 to 30000; but it
is easy, in caseof need, to  immediately

double this number by calling on  those

men who have been granted leave (dakria®)




Nepal

after a year’s service. In 185%, Nepal in
her campaign against Tibet placed on foot
97000 men of the regular army, 29000
armed coolies and 390000 carriers of bag-
gage. The men at one time were placed
pell-mell in the regiments without distinction
of origin; but Jang Bahadur has inagu-
rated the system of homogenous battalion,
Rajputs, Gurungs, Magars, Kirats, etc. The
regiments are named by the name of a
divinity or illustrious soldier. The service
uniform generally consists of a blue cotton
tunic and a pyjama of the same colour;
the full uniform for great occasions, con-
sists of a red cloth tuniec and a dark
coloured trousers with a red band down the
trousers-leg. For head-dress, a close-fitting
cap which encases the  skull; around this
is wrappe. very tightly a turban which
bears, pinned on, in the fasliion of our
pompous, a silver  plate, circular, oval in
crossing, according to the regiments, the
non-commissioned officers add a little
chain to it, and the officers, precious stones
and feathers -according to their rank. The
head-dress of the maharaja, ornamented with
pear’s in pendants is credited with being
worth more thAn 300000 francs (£ 12000).
The rifles are of the Enfield or  Martini-
Henry make, manufactured in the Nepalese
arsenals or of European origin, and smug-
gled into Nepal. All thc soldiers are be-
sides armed with the national weapon, the
<khukri’. The artillery is numerous; the
cannons are manufactured by machine in
the arsenal at Kathmardu. Cavenagh asserts
that Nepal owes her technical knowledge
in artillery to French Officers engaged under
hand hy the Government. Patan and
Bhadgaon are each the seat of one division;
Bhadgaon possesses an arsenal like Kathman-
du. The cavalry is comprised in 2 handful
of Pathans (Afghans) at the maharaja’s
service. :
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The English authors mention as the
essential weaknesses of the Gurkha army,
the absence of a commissariat, the defect
of rifles and cannons, the bad preparation
of Gun-powder, the childish character of
the exercises (drills); borrowed from the
English army, but only recognized as a revi-
ew— drill without any practical application,
lastly but especially, the deplorable shortage
of the high command. But all give homage
to the valour of the soldiers, to their endu-
rance, to their heroism, proved by so many
battles; well commanded they would be
invincible on their own soil. Without accu-
mulating testimonies paid to their valour
by the best of judges, it suffices to observe
that the Anglo-Indian Government has cared
to assure itself of their services. The Indian
army actually embodies 15 Gurkha regi-
ments which make a total of 14000 wmen.
Hodgson since 1332 mentioned in a- famous
report what benefit the Government of India
could derive from these valuable recruits:
confined in Nepal without employment,
without profit, the military tribes could not
help but provoke an explosion; admited in
the Indian army, under the leadership

of British officers, they would easily find the

opportunity of satisfying war-like tastes to
the profit of England.

1t needed eighteen years for Hodgson
to triumph over the timorous minds who
refused to believe in the loyalism of Gurkhas;
in 1850, Lord Dalhousie authorized the form-
tion of three regiments. And since “for a
quarter of a century, wherever a great stroke
was to be dealt in India, wherever honour
was to be gained, the Gurkha regiments
have appeared in the foremost line'® . Only
recently, the Gurkha contingent has figured
brilliantly among the troops of the expe-
dition to China.
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The civil functions are reduced to a
small matter: the Government of the provi-
ces is naturally given to the parents of the
maharaja who evercises at the time
the civil and military powers. The tax-ga-

same

therer, “soubahs”, are in general farmer-gene-
rals who deal directly with the state. The
Principal civil tunctions are the judiciary

oner,

of  the king,
the ‘Raja Guru’ (Rajguru’) knows all
infringements which entail a legal or religiou®
impurity, pronounces the verdicts and
receives a oiety of the fines, in the title
of ‘Dharmadhikari’ “Prefect of the Law’.
If the affair concerns the Shivaires or the

The spiritual director
the'

Hindoos, he refers to tae “Shasra’, viz, to
the works of later dates which are supposed.
to have been founded on the ancient codes:
Manu, Yagnavalkya, etc, if it  concerns

Nevars or Tibetans, he follows the procedures

established in the days of Jaya  Sthiti
"Malla (XVth. century).

Four courts pass judgement at Kath-
mandu on civil and  criminal  affarrs:
The *kot Linga’ exercises the  highest
jurisdiction. Appendant courts settle  all
controversies in connection with military
salaries or land cases. Each one of the
courts is presided cver by a  ‘ditha’ who

is not a civilian trained for the profession

but whose respectability is  well  known.

He is assisted by two ‘bicaris’ (vicarin)

who are reputed to knoew the laws and
procedures and whu proceed  to  make
investigation examinations, to all  the

neccessary formalities. The ditha pronounces

his verdict after this; butthe coandemned
prisoner can always appeal to the king,
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viz; in fact to the maharaja who pronounces$
the final verdict, designates a.
commission especially instructed to examine
thereon.  Justice

or who

the case and to report
has the great merit of being quick. There

in no public action. The complainant
appears in court, 'ays a complaint; soldiers.
afterwards proceed to arrest the accused

in his residence. The parties discuss freely

in the presence of the  judges, without
the intervention of barristers, mention their
witnesses, furnish their proofs. The avowal
of the accused is essential to end up ina
condemnation; if in spite of crushing accusa-
tion, he persists. in denying, the judges have
recourse to threats, and even to positive
violences: bastinade, whipping etc. If all
these means fail, the prisoner is confired in

a sort of preventive imprisonment for life...

the:
court can tranimit the caseto an assembly

On the request of the parties,
of ordinary individuals chosen by the- per-
defending
be
The

conciliation:

son asking for it and the one
the
represented; this is the ‘‘Panchayat”.

himself, and where State can

Panchkayat is a jurisdiction of
of

and which is pleased to submit- an advice

which disposed of no means coercion
to the court; tien again, this advice must
be exp:essed unanimously. The members of
Panchayat must be chosen in five Gurkhas.
clans or five Nevar clans specified exacily,
conformably to the affair concerning Gur-

khas or Nevars.

Lastly, if the
difficulties, or if the
desire, with the previous consent of - the
king; it is proceeded to proof by

case presents insoluble

parties  express the

water.
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The names of the respective parties are

traced on two slips of paper which are
rolled and then worshipped (puja). Each
oné of the parties pays a tax  of one
rupee. The balls are then made fast to
the stems of reeds. New payment of two
anmas. Thke stems are made over to  the
eourt who carry them to the Ranees Tank
(Rani pokhri); a bicari, a Brahman and
the parties follow them, also two indivi-
duals of the lowest caste (‘Chamakallak’ or
‘Camar’); On reaching the tank, the bicari
tries to persuade the parties to  have
recourse to other means before submitting
to the ordeal. If the parties are determi-
“ned to ask for the proof, the two sergeants
each carry a stem, one goes to the East
and the other to the West side of the tank
and enter the water half way up the Ileg.
In their turn the Brahman, the parties, the Ca-
mars enter a little in the water; the Brahman
worships Varuna _in the name of  the
parties and recites a  sacred text with
-appeals to surya (Sun), Chaundra (Moon),
Varuna (God of Waters) and Yama (God
thoughts
completed,  the

of the dead), who can read the
of the living. The rite
Brahman marks the camars on the forehead
and says tothem; “Let the champion of
truth triumph and  the = champion  of
insincerity lose”. Then the Brahman and
the parties come out of the water and
the camars go each separately to the place
where the stems staand out; they enrter into
the deep water and at a signal pluuge at
the same time. The first who  emerges,
the stem and ball nearest to him is destroyed.
Fhe other stem is brought in, the ball
is opened and the name is read out; it is
the nameé of the winner. Winner and
teser have still to pay the one and the
other a series of taxas!? |

The practice of ordeals has  been

introduced or at least increased by the
Gurkhas, amateurs of clear  solutions er
further superstitions. The ancient jurispru-
dence was content with placing
oath, on the Harivamca for the Hindus,
on the Panch-raksa for the Buddhists er

one on

because the
the head of

rather under his books,
sacred text was placed on
the person who swore.

Qutside Kathmandu, at Bhatgaon,
Patan, in the provinces sit judges of inferior
rank who are considered as the delegates.
of the bicaris and the dithas of  the
capital. But, whatever be their competency,
there are five crimes that escape them and
which exclusively belong to the immediate
jurisdiction of the king; this is what
they call, in an Indo-Arabic term, the

‘panch-khat’ and which the ancient descri-

ptions denominate  panchaparadha; the
raurder of a Brahman (‘Brahma hatya’);
the murder of a cow (go  hatya’); the
murder of a woman (stri  hatya); the
murder of a child (bala hatya); the faults
that entail the loss of the caste  {‘patki:
anciently, ‘maha pataka’s ),

The ancient list of penalties ' opened

with five great chastisements: confiscation

the family;
degradation of the family handed overto

of properties, banishment of

the lowest of tribes; mutilation; decapitation..
The Gurkhas had added therein the han-
ging and the flaying alive. Regarding
womea, their noses were usually cut  off.
The author of an important theft had Lis
hand cut off; in a case of seccond offence,
the other hand was cut off. Jang Bahadur
has ameliorated thisbarbarous code: Capital
puaishment was enly served on those who

mu:dcred a man or a cow. The mwajority
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of crimes and faults was punished by
fine, to the profit of the judges and the

State.

In order to sustain the heavy expen-

has in
store very modest In 1792,
Kirkpatrick estimated the revenue at from
95 to 30 lakhs (hundreds of thousand) of
rupees.. 3 or 4 lakhs procured by  the
customs, the duties on salt, tobacco, pep-
per, the betel and the sale of
the elephants from Terai: 7 or § lakhs, by
the mintage; 15 to 18 lakhs by the mono-

ditures of military state, Nepal
revenues.

nut

polies’ (salt, saltpetre), the copper and
iren mines and  the landtaxes. Be
fore the Gurkha invasion the revenue

were superior, because the copper in Nepal
was not yet outk assed and expelled  from
the markets of Hindustan by the  copper
from Europe; Tibet exported to Nepal qua-
atities of gold and silver which returned in
Tibet as coined specie, leaving or allowing the

Mallas a considerable profit.

In 1875, Dr. Wright  estimated the
revenue at 96 lakhs of rupees (about two and
a half millions of francs), (the rupee may
be worth 5 francs to-day-1920-June-but
at the time spoken of, it worth
less than 2 francs and thereforc 96 lakhs
of

especi

was

of rupees represented an  equivalent
nearly 16 million francs) procured
ally by the land-tax, the Customs; the
product of foresis of calas (teak
from the Terai, and the monopolies of
the State (salt, tobacco, ivory, building

‘wood).

wood)

The ingenious system of the anpual
“jagirs’ permits the Gurkha to compensate

the’ shortage of the metallic curreney. Like
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the the salary of the army, the civil
stipends are paid in graunts of land. Each
year at the panjani, the king as absolute
proprietor of the land bestows on the
servants he employs or whom he maintians
a fief the extent and value of which natu-
rally vary with the importance of function;
the year spent out, the fief returns to the
king who again disposes of it according
to his wishes. These fiefs bear the Persian
name of ‘jagirs’, and the are
called ‘jagirdars’. The government avoids
the possibility of a
jagirdar’s

privileged

as much as possible

fief remaining in the
possession for more than a year, so as to
better mark the temporary character of the

same

concession, prevent the attachment of the
individual to the soil and to remind the
omnipotence of the king. Most of the

time, the stipends are paid exclusively in
jagirs; in certain cases, the treasury pays
a supplement in metallic currency. The
jagirs do not only replace the salaries; it
is also substituted for pensions. The widows,
orphans of the servants of the State receive

jagirs partitioned out with the  severest
equity. The jagir can comprise only a
field or include a whole town. The town
of Sankon, to the N. E. of the valley,
is the jaghir of the first Queen (Maha-
rani’); in the days  of Hamilton, ‘the

revenue was estimated at 4000 rupees.

Supplementary sources of revenue can
be added to the jagirs. The officers receive
a royal commission which autherizes them
to administer justice and inflict  penalties

to the amout of 130 rupees on  peasahts
established on their lands; the
is too strong for an injustice be
on strict justice. But the appeals of  the
victims to the maharaja provoke from time

to time striking disgraces which recalls to

temptation
not to
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duty the over-excited lusts. The  judges,
also, teceive conjointly with  the  State
fixed duties on judiciary affairs and cases,
According to kirkpatrick, the chantra cha-
utariya (prime minister) received  besides
his jagir, a duty of eight annason each
rice field, the Thargar’s lands and  those
belonging to soldiers being exempt from
this payment; the Kajis shared among
them a duty of one rupee per field; the
four Sirdars received each two annas  for
each field, the two Khardars equa'ly received
two annas each for field; The superintendent
of the coinage derived on  his due an
enormous duty of 7 tolas of gold on each
Nepalese merchant settled in Tibet and
who entered the country. Hamilton mentions
another distribution: The chief of the state
received two thirds of the "revenues; the
rtemaining third was shared out by the
great officers; the chautariya received one
fifth; the Kaji received as much and the
eldest son of the king a similar amount;
the first queen if she had any  children
also received an equal amount; the last
one fifth of this third  portion went to
the sirdars, to the counsellor (jethabudha’)
to the  Secretary. The dharmadhikari
continues to receive the  fines he imposes
on questions of legal purity.

The distribution of jagirs, in  order
to be equitable had to rely on a well
drawn up register of the survey of lands.
And in fact, the Mallas have handed down
to the Gurkhas ‘‘an admirable system of
register of the survey of lands, which
would do honour to the British Govern-

k2

ment of India.” Tradition attributes this
great work to Jaya Sthiti  Malla. The
lands were then divided into four classes

and their worth determined by the number
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of <karkhas’ or ‘ropanis’ they contained.
For the fourth class, the ropani was 125

haths (arm’s length) in circumference; for

the third class, 112 haths; for the second
99 haths; for the first, 95 haths. The
length of the ‘hath’ was fixed to 24 times
the length of the first phalanx of  the
thumb. The land-surveyor’s pole was at
one time 10-1/2 haths in  length; Jaya
Sthiti Malla reduced it to 7-1/2 haths. An
analogous operation was worked on the
framed up land or lands to Dbe framed;
they were divided into three classes, accor-
ding to their being situated in the heart
of a town, or in a road or rutway. The
‘kha’ was adopted asa unity of measures.
For the first class land, the kha  had 85
haths in circumference; for the second class
95; for the third, 101. The surveyors of
crops formed the caste of the ‘ksetra karas’;
the surveyors of lands to be worked on,
formed the caste of the ‘Taksa karas’.

Thus the unity of measure is not a
unity of area, but a unity of value. In
fact, the prices assigned to the four cate-
gories of lands for cultivation varied for
the fame area, according to the  classes,"
as 1:0.87:0.83:0.76; for built lands or
about to be built on, as 1:0.89:0.84. The
reduction of the surveying perch from 10-
1/2 to 7-1)2 arm’s lengths proves that since
the institution of that measure up to the
time of Jaya Sthiti Malla, the value of
the lands had increased by one fourth
(10-1j2: 7-1/2-1.4 :1). Towards 1792, Bahadur
Shah, regent during the minority of Rana
Bahadur, gave orders for the framing up of
a new register of the survey of lands;
the results were kept a secret; but the
nation, to whom an affair of this nature
is always suspicious, did not fail to
attribute the sudden disgrace of regent, in




1795, to the sin he had committed by
wishing to measure the boundaries of the
tand. Bahadur Shah was content with applying
the method of the Mallas; the wvalue of
the lands was also estimated in ropnis; an
average of twenty five ropnis made a field
‘khet;” (ksetra ) on good lands, they made
use of a pole 7-1/2 arm’s length’s long; it
was the pole of Jaya Sthiti Malla; on bad
Iands, the pole had a length of  9-1/2
arm’s lengths. The same  estimation, on
lands of the second category granted then, an
area of a fourth more.

The field, ‘khet’, is the unity of
payment in use, in the grants of Jagirs.
A Lkhet is a land of first qnality  well
watered by streams or  rivulets, with a
fcrtile soil and which yields for an average
amount of attention, all the grains of
superior quality. The khet lands are
especially situated in valleys, but many
are also found on the plateauz. The
average yleld of the khe"t, taken as a
unit of value, is 100 ‘muris’ of rice ‘in
husks (nearly 7000 kilograms) estimated at
about 150 rupees; the area  naturally
varies with the quality of the land.

The hoder of the jagir, the jagizdar,
is free to expluit by himself the jand that
is granted to him; but in  general  his
-occupations and his taste equalily direct him
elsewhere. He makes it over to a farmer
who pays him half the products, and who
further pays him a duaty of twy o thres
{11;)668 per khet. Thz jagir can  iaclude,
besidas  khets, lands of the ‘kohrya’ or

“barhi’ (category, viz;that they are not

watered by streams or running water. Such
a land demaunds a great deal of attention
and yields little: oaly  inferior  quality

grairs can be made to grow, just  good
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enough for the farmer or the low castes.
The metayer of the jagirdar only pays
on these lands a duty in proportion to
the number of ploughings.

Besides the annual jagirs, certain lands,
(birtas’) are corceded in porpetual donation,
but rarely, and almost exclusively to
Bahmans, the reason being that the Kking
is desirous of expiating a sin by a pious.
act or desirous of rewarding a devotee or
a picked savant; in the first case, theland
cannot return to the crown and if it falls:
in escheat, it is made over to the temple
of Pashupati or Changu Narayan; in the
second case, the crown takes back the land
in the absence of heirs. 'The ceremony of
donation is exactly in conformation with
the traditional stvle: They bring to  the
king a lump of earth brought from  the
conceded land, the king waters it, mixes
sacred herb with it (kusha) and sesamum
whi'st a priest utters formulae and  he
makes it over to the donee and aiso receives.
most often a chart graved on copper (tamra
pattra®). Tae lands conceded in this way
are named (kusha-birtas’; they areexempt
from charges, are traunsferable and heredi-
tary ; but certain crimes entail the for-
feit'ure. There are kusha-bir¢cas that  date
back to the reign of the Mallas and that
the Gurkhas hezve confirmed by the affizing
of the red seal, in return for a dutv  in
proportion. Besides, the beneficiary of sueh
a gift does not fail when the occasion.
arises to secure to his title of ownership a
further guarantee, by offeriug a convenient.
present to the king; the formality is almost.
customary on the accession of a new king.
A few Nevars have obtained by an
exceptional favour of the Gurkha  kings,
the privilege of being conficrned in  the
possession of  lands conceded by  the
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Mallas en the same conditons as the
kusha- birtas; but the confirmation must in
this case be renewed at each accession and

in payment of a high duty.

The immediate domains of the
crown, dispersed all over the kingdom, are
some rented to metayers (farmers), others
directly exploited; the work is procured
by requisitions and statute-labour imposed

on the peasanis of the neighborhood.

The produce of the
fer the consumption of the coust; the sur-
plus is distributed to religious mendicants.

farming  serves

Agriculturezo, the professions and the
trade of Nepal are entirely in the hands
of the Nevars. No Gurkha cultivates; there
is. not a Nevar who does not cultivate.
Besides the rural class of the Jvapus, the
craftsmen and the merchants domiciled
in the town, have all a morsel of land
~which they personally cultivate. The taste

of the Nevars for culivation; combined with

thie needs of a remarkably dense popula-
tton, has derived a  magnificent  profit
from the natural resources of the  wvalley.

‘Fhe indigenes partition of the lands for
cultivation into two categories, altogether
independent of the wealth proper of  the
soi!: the first includes all the lands in
- proximity of a river or water-course, and
consequently certain to be flouded in  the
fainy season and capable of being irriga-
ted in the dry second
comprises lands that do .not offer by virtue

weather;  the
of their position the same  secarity ~ or
commodity. The streams that flow
the mountain sides are hainessed in  all

down

the stages of their course and made to
distribute their waters into the small

‘make an irrigation canal and

irrigation canals. Thanks to this stystem,
the cultivation of rice which is pre-éminén~
tly ‘the cultivation of the couatry, was.
able to ascend the slopes; the  heights.
which are visible at the end of the valley
present the aspect of an enormous amphi-
theatre hewn in even tiers, The patience
and ingenuity of the inhabitants, have:
increased the terraces lined  with little:
accumulations of earth and beaten down
to retain the precious waters. From  the
first centuries of the Nepalese history, the
inscriptions show the development of
irrigation canals (‘tilamaka’) regulated by
royal charts A later inscription dated in
the XVIIth. century., in the reign of
Jitamitra Malla, is work mentioning én:
accrunt of the correctness of informations;
the text is inserted therein in the Buddhistic
Vamshavali: “The inspectors of the canals
do not honestly distribute the
the p=ople, and this is the reason
justifies the present action taken.At the
people  must
whosoever
works .on it, must after a labotir-
come and elaim a royal attestation, whigh:
will entitle him to receive water. Whosog-
attestation.  will

water to-

time the rice is sown, the

day’s

ver cannot produce this
be punished with a maximum fine of 8
dams (1-1/2 anna). The inspectors  should
not levy dues to enable water to be taken
from the canal but each one must receiye:
his share in his turn. If the inspectors do-
not allow each one to take water in his
turn, the inspector-in-chief will be puni-
shed with a fine mohars”. The
procedure of distribution varies; ‘sometimes
the irrigation commences with the field

of six

nearest the watercourse;
one by turn, has water at his  disposal
for a certain determined number of hours.

A similar rotation is carried out with the

canals disposed alongside the same watef-

- whigh -

sometimes, eaich-




course, at different altitudes, if the delivery
is not sufficient to feed simultaneously a
¢ reat number of takings.

The abundance of water adds again
to the inexhaustible wealth of an alluvious
s0il and which yields ordinarily  three
mustard
potatoes in

rainy seasons.

harvests a year: barley, wheat or
in winter; radish, garlic or
spring, rice or maize in the
And yet the Nevar

manure (excepting the

has no available
human
and certain silicious earths) to manure the

fields.

dejections

The exigencies of tillage Leeps the
cattle outside the valley, either, in the

Alps of the high breeding is
curtailed to ducks which the Nevars
after with tenderness, like (they would)
the auxiliary and the purveyor; each day

country,

look

they (ducks) are carried in baskets into
the fields to be fed on the worms  from
the slush, and in the evening - they  are

brought back home. Besides, their eggs are
vety much appieciated by the connoisseurs
and are worth Falmost double the
valee of hens’ eggs. The only cattle met
with freely in the valley consist of sacred
To  set
free a2 bull is known asa very meritorious
act and a source of benedictions. The Gurkha
law forbids the killing of these
penalty of death, or even to strike them
under penalty of grave chastisements. They
wander through the fields,

-cows let loose. by pious Hindus.

cows . under

graze  where
they please and the Brahmans teach that
their visit is a signal favour. The poor
Nevar who dreads them defends his har-

vests by a feace of reed-grass which opposes a
very frail barrier to the divine marauder.
The agricultural

material of  the
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Nevars is fairly rudimentary; the essential

elements are a kind of hoe which t'akes‘
the place of the pickaxe the spade and
even of the plough (because the: Nevar

does not plough, he works with the hands

all the works’;- and the double basket
suspended at the extermities of a perch,
which rests on theshoulder like the two
scales to the beam of a  balance, and

which the Nevar utilizes in every case.

the

numerous

The principal cultivations  of

valley are: at first rice in-

~varieties, from the transplanted rice to the

rice of the high plateaus
neither heat nor

which
humidity; the  wheat,
mainly cnltivated in view of the distilla-

require

tion of alcohol; the maize or Indian
wheat and the ‘murva’ (kind of  millef)
which the growing dearness of life has

introduced in the usual alimentation
various Lkinds of farinaceous foods: ‘urid,
‘mas’, ‘etc.; the ‘phofur’ (black wheat);
mustard, for the oil that is extracted from
it, as well as the sesamum, garlic
radish which are the bread of the

In Nepal, the air smells the garlic;
eats it raw, cooked, in

the

and
Nevar.

one
condiment, as
preserves in oil, vinegar or sal. The radish
is not less indispensable or less variedly
treated; special method of
by fermentation in the soil
into ‘sinki’, the most

preservatiomn,
changes it
offensive - . smelling

treat that humanity enjoys. Lastly  the
sugar-cane, and a delicious  variety of
fruits, beginning with those of India;

pineapple, banana, jack-fruit, etc. ending
with those of Europe: oranges, citrous apples,
etc. The agricultural year is  divided
into five seasons: three and half  months
of winter, beginning from the 15th. Nove-

mber; two months of spring,  beginning
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from the Ist. of March; one mioath and a

half of summer, beginning from the Ist.

of May; 3 months of rain, begianing -
from the 15th of June; 2  months of

Autumn beginning from  the 15th  of

September.

As workmen, the Nevars excel in
the wood, bronze and goldsmith’s trade.
‘The Chinese traveilers admired the chasings
and carvings of the country as early as
the VIIth. century. The Mallas, artists by
instinct and tradition at the same time,
indefatigable  builders, encouraged and
maintained the national arts; the indiffe-
rent Gurkhas allow these to fall in decay.
‘The ancient darbars and temples, even
the houses of ordinary individuals, spread
before the eyes, the marvels of taste and
imagination, where the many influences of
India, Tibet, and China are mixed and
blend in a harmonious  creation. The
gold door of the darbar at DBhatgaon, the
door of Changu Narayan are real-master-
pieces. The Nevars are also very dexte-
rous in melting beHsj one of  these is
shown in Bhatgaon measuring five feet in
diameter. Kathmandu also, has her monu-
mental bell. Nepal still manufactures- a
great number of idols, both Buddhistic,
and Brahmanic, which are spread in the
North.and South of the Himalayas., Owing
to their skill in  working metal, the
Nepalese workmen are eagerly sought for
in the Tibetan world. Father Andrada found
in 1626, Nepalese goldsmiths in the service
-of the king of Chapraangue, in Tibet21,
In the middle of the XIXth. century,
Father Huc found a great number of

Nevars settled in Lhasa. He  describes

them under the name of ‘Pe-boun’ which
applies bette: to the people, Bhuttan, but
the description he traces, sparkling  with

rapture and life, does not premit of any

hesitation22.

Painting was studied with success in
Nepal. Taranatha, in his classification
of Hindu Schools, distinguishes a Nepalese
school of painting and a smelting house.
The ancient school was connected to the art
of the North-West of India the following
school rather resembled to the Easterm
School. The posterior schools have no
special character?3. M. Foucher has con-
firmed by the delicate analysis of the
miniatures of two Nepalese
the correctness of the
Taranatha24 .

manuscripts-
appreciations of

The paper which bear the name of
Nepalese and which has for  principal
market Kathmandu, is not a production
of the valley itself; it is manufactured in
the more Northern region of the Kingdom,
in the heart of the forests where the
shrubs (daphne) are found, the bark of
which is used in the manufacture2s ,

The trade of Nepal does not owe
its importance to its local market, very
much restricted, but to the geographical
position of the country which lies on the
only direct road of exchanges between

India on the one hand and Tibet and
China on the other.

As early as the VIIth. century, in the
days of the king Sroung-tsan gampo and of
his first successors, the pilgirms and the
Chinese ambassadors had recognized and ex-
plored the road. The persistent anarchy in
Nepal and in Tibet closed it  afterward
for a long time. In the middle of the

i




Mahindra
renewed

XVI1th: -century, the king

Malla of Kathmandu seem to have
the relations between the two countries; he
obtained the privilege of providing  Tibet

with coined silver. In the beginning  of
the XVIIth. century, the minister of = the
king Laksmi Narasimha Malla, Bhima
Malla established a regular  traffic he

proceeded to Lhasa in person and establi-
shed thither a Nevar colony. The Mallas
encouraged these exchanges which  profited
and benefited their treasury, but the
confused times that preceded the Gurkha
accupation and the brutal distrust of the
new masters stopped the commerce. The
traffickers who resided in the three capitals
hastened to pack off.  Prithivi
vainly attempted diplomacy and
dation to preserve the customers of Tibet

Narayan
intimi-

for his money. The negotiations, dragged
in length, ended up in 1792, during  the
finority of Rana Bahadur, with war
against Tibet and China.

Already the British entered the
lists. The Cornpany undlsputcd mistress

of the trade of Hindustan ever since the
rain of French competition, began to
interest herself in the vast, almost unexp-
lored regions which spread to the  North
of Himalaya and prepared hersell  to
dispﬁte them from the Russian traffickers.
Kirkpatrick’s mission, in 1792, had
principal object the opening of commercial
intercourse and trade between  British
India and Tibet, by the through
Nepal and Klrkparlck with his conscience
and habitual exactltudc drew up a detail
list of articies 1mported or _exported
But the stubborn distrust  of
this  statistical

for
road

on

elther side.
the Gurkhas condcmned

work to a fruidess issue. Ten years later,
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Hamilton observed the lamentable decay
of the Nepalese commerce due to the
to the absolute
lack of credit, the
law and the insincerity of the nation; he

faults: of the' Government,
to the feebleness of

articles
the
Sen

draw up in his turn a list  of
exchangeable which only pertained to
past. The long dictatorship of Bhim
gave back to Nepal order and prosperity.
From 1816 to 1831, the
testimony of indigenous the
Nepaless commerce had trebled. The dearness
of the cost of life of Nepal at the same period
confirms the eariching of  the '
Between 1792 and 1816, one obtained
pathis (84 kilograms)
rupee; from 1832 to 1835 only S
(17 kilograms); the price of rice had
increased fivefold in this short space  of
time. The value of ordinary grains: maize,
had almost increased tenfold : 1
(290  kilograms)  of
maize or Indian wheat in 1792-1816; 1
rupee for 9 pathis (30 kilograms) in 1832—
35. The value of silver, in  comparison
with that of copper. Shows
of 107 between 1816 and 1832.

according  to
merchants,

country.
25
one

of rice for

pathis

millet,
rupee for 4 muris

a dimunition

At that very period, Hodgson increa-
sed his efforts to swell  the
swing between India, Nepal and Tibet; he’
setved at the same time
the British  mother-land-

commercial

thereby
the interests of

and thosc of Nepal whom he loved " as
another mother—'and. He  hoped  that
Nepal, enriched by  her trade, would
renounce her ambitions of brutal

conquests and take up again the peaceful

and prosperous traditions of  the Mallas.
At the same time, the Russian trader
would be set aside from  those regions’
where his influence constituted a  danger’

Hodgson condensed’ the -

and a menace.
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informations he had  officially gathered
from the merchants of Kathmandu, into
a report addressed to the Political Secretary
in 1831 and which was published in 1857.
To make the reading easy and  possible
te the indigenous merchants of  Calcutta,
whom he wanted to incorporate with the
commercial relations of Nepal, Hodgsoa
had with set purpose given his = memoir
a practical and popular style; He hoped
to publish it in a  great review to
communicate to the public his  personal
confidence in the future of Nepalese com-
merce. He drew up in it a  methodical
comparison betwesa the itinerary which
offered itself to the goods of England and
India, indicated the precautions to  be
taken, the nature and quality of  the
articles to be offered for sale and especi-
ally their distribution in packages of fixed
weight, capable of being carried directly
through the rough passes of the Himalaya
en the vigorous backs of Tibetan carriers.
Lastly, he had added a
of gonds which had passed through Nepal
in 1.3)-1831, including both sides of the
traffic with the prices of purchase and

complete  list

sale. In order to appreciate the merit of
this work, ore must remember that
Hodgson must have undertaken this inves-
tigation on his owa resources, without the
help of the Nepalese

outcome was remarkable. In 1831, the

government.  The
total of the importations and  exporta-
tions of Nepal reached the sum of 2
millions of rupses; in 1881, the trade of
Nepal with British India alone, excludiag
Tibet, reached 33 millions of rupees.

The trade with India i1s carried out

at markets all along the frontier. The -

Nepalese government, indifferent to  the

eccnomical questions of  free-exchange or

of protection, demands from the Customs a
sum for the treasury; the government then

‘receives on all articles a duty in  pro-
poriion to their practical value;  objects

of luxury pay dearly, those of first
necessity pay little.

At each market and on each of the
roads opened for trade is established a
Customs post. Sometimes these are rented
out by auction. The duties levied vary
from market to market, but in persuance
of a recognized and autheuatic tariff. Oa
the road 1o Katiimandu, a certain number
of articles pay a duty of ¥ ‘ad valorem’;
but in general the gnods pay by  their
weight, cost, or number, according to
their nature.

.The principal articles of exporlation
of Nepal are rice, ordinary grains (millet,
etc.), oleaginous (vily) grains, ‘ghi’® (clari-
fied butter), poneys, cattle, buating falcons
(hawks), aviary mainas, timber, opium,
musk, borax, turpentine, catechu, jute,

hides and furs, dried ginger, cianamon

bark, chillies, saffron, and chauris (fly—

flap in yak’s tail).

The principal articles of importation
are: coiton (raw), weaved cotton, cotton
cloth, woollen goods, shaw's and blankets,
flannel, silk, brocade, embroidery, . sugar,
spices, indige, tobacco, areca nut, vermi-
lion, oils, salt, buffaloes, sheep, he-goats,
copper, glass-ware, mirrors, precious
stones, rifles and gun power.

In this traflic of goods, the portion

of importations and of exportations can




however

not be  correctly  determined,
considerable it  may be thought
to be. Nothing further has been added,

‘after 70 years, to the indications gathered

by Hodgson; and yet the trade  between
Nepal and Tibet must have increased
considerably since the treaty of 1836 has
given Nepal the right to entertain a

restdent (‘vakil’) at Lhasa and has defined the
legul situation of the Nepalese traders in Tibet
in 1875, according to Wright, Lhasa, with
a total population of about 15000 souls,
included3000 Nepalese. The Customs duties on
goods going to and coming from  Tibet
are received directly by the  Government,
and not leased out. Each bearer’s burden,
fixed
Mint

in

whatever its nature, is subject to a
tax of one rupee, received Lty the
at Kathmandu; the bearer
return a passport which

from all further tax upto
frontier.

receives
him

Tibetan

exempts

the

The principal -exportations of
to. Tibet are: the European textures,

lery, pearls, corals,

Nepal

cut-
diamonds, Emeralds,
indigo and opium. The principal
tattons of Tibet to Nepal

metals, musk, the

impor-
are:  precious
tail)

and

‘chauris’  (yak’s

Chinese silks, furs, Dborax, tea

drugs.

The principal profit that the Govern-
ment of Nepal derives the trade
Gold

is

from
with Tibet is from precious metals.
or silver on reaching the frontier
weighed; the weight duly  registered,
comimunicated to the authorities of
capital. then
mint, where
the official
importer

is
the

The merchant must take
his ‘cargo’ (goods) to the
it is estimated according to
tarif and paid the

to in
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re-gold
almost

Nepalese rupees. The gold is then
by the administration at a price

double that of purchase. Regarding silver,

it can not come out of Nepal except
when coined, in species; this  compulsory
conversion guarantees the government a

regular and considerable profit. The Angle-
Indian rupees introduced in Nepal
come out again, in spite of the

cannet
frequent
representations of the Viceroy’s Government.
They are converted into Nepalese
viz., instead of being worth 16 annas,
they are only worth 13 annas in exchange.

rupees;

The Nepalese rupee is only
The Mint
stamps half-rupees (mohar) of a value eof
6 annas 8 pies of the Anglo-India ynoney.
The sub-divisions of the rupee
Nepal, the anna, 1/16 of the
mohar; the pie, 1/4 anna; thedam,
pie.

besides,

a unit of reckoning; only

are, im
double
1/4

The copper coins vary with  the

localities; the pie or of Butwal of Gorakhpur

is worth 1/75 of an Anglo-Indian rupee;
the pie of Lohiya is only worth  1/107;
one and the other are sqaure and roughly
made, The pie in Kathmandu is round,
made by machine, well stamped at the
corners and worth 1/117 of an  Angle-
Indian rupee.

According to ‘Hamilton’ (p. 233), im
1802, ‘the ordinary salary of a day-
labourer in Kathmandu is 2 annas. The

merchants pay 3 mohars for each bearer
of goods from Hetaura and 5 mohars from

Gaur Parasa. The bearer takes three days

from Hetaura and 5 from Gaur Parasa;
but he must return without goods; thus
the salary is 4 annas per day. For a

‘dandi’ (mountain chair) from Kathmandu
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to Gaur Parasa, the merchants pay 24
and blacksmiths
brick-makers
right

mohars. The carpenters
receivé 3 annas daily, the
2-1/2 annas; the goldsmiths have a

to 4 annas for two mohars of gold worked

on (taken by weight); for silver they receive
the 1/16 of the value of the metal; for

copper they receive from 1 to 2  mohars
per dharni according to the work.”
‘Gampbell’ has given in his  “Notes

on Agriculture” the list of a few salaries
and of a certain number of articles towards
1837.

Per month of 30 days, in  Anglo-

Indian rupees (equivalent 2 fr. 50.):
(4 r. 2 a. 2L p.

1
Carpenters (3 r. 8 a. 64. p.
2 r 2. a. 2;_ p.

(4 r. 2 a. 2;" P
Plasterers (3 r. 8§ a. 6:,’ P

(4r. 2a. 25P
Blacksmiths 3 1. 8 a. 6‘4_p

@271 3 a 57P

(4 r. 12 a.6Yyp

Painters (dvers ?) (4 r. 2 a. 24p
3r.8a. 6Lp

31

(4r.2a 2ip
Brick-makers (3r.8a.6Lp

(4 r. 11 a.65p
Silversmiths - (4 r. 2 a. 2L p

(3r. 8a. 6,p

(4r.2a 2tp
Tailors (3r. 8a. 6Lp
(2r 3a 5Ip
(4r2a 20p
Field Labourers (3r.8a. 6Lp.
@r 3a 51p

The scale of prices corresponds to the
nature of the work. Servants: Kitmutgar
(orderly) 8 r. 4 a. 7-1)2 p.~ Gardener in
Chief (principal); 2 r. 3 a. 8. p. ; assis-
tant; 1 r. 15 a. 9 p; sweeper: 2 rupees.

Provisions and various domestic arti-
cles: chickens 6 for 1rupee, ducks, 5> for
I ruree, hen’s eggs, 100 for the rupee,
duck’s eggs, 60 for the rupee. Sheep one
for 3 rupees; he-goats, 12 rupees
oxen, from 4 to 36 rupees apiece; cows,.
from 6 to 12 rupees each; bulls, from 4
to 10 rupees each, Male slaves, adults; 80
rupees; children, 40 rupeées. Female

apiece;

slaves,

adults, 100 rupees; children, 50 rupees.

I bave given above (p 310) the price
of a few cereals. ‘

To be continude




FOOT NOTES

. The date, as given, is certainly incro
vect, as well for 1481 caka present as-
for caka lapsed.

. Tod (Annals of Rajasthan), mentioned
by Vansittart, P. 24

. See the references gathered by Madam
Mabel Duff, ‘Chronology  of India’;
Westminster, 1899, P.-205 and 206.

. Hamilton, P. 120 sq.

. Hodgson mentions this anecdote as
authentic:  ‘Languages

ture of Nepal’, part. 1I, p. 38.

and Litera-

. Manava-dh.-c.x, 22-key also  ‘Hari-

vamsha’, XIV, 78%; XCV, 6440.

. According to Ucanas, mentioned by
the commentator Govardhana, the
khasas are carriers of and
distributors of the same to the fountains.
{(Man. dh. c., transth Buhler, ‘loc.
land., note).

water

. The Maha-Bharata frequently men-
tions the khasas, and always in  the

people of
11,51,V.1858:

company of mountainous
the North-West. Thus.

‘Maru-Mandarayor...., €t

The Khasas between Mount
Meru and Mount Maudara towards  the
river Cailoda, otherwise said in the heart
of the mountains of Hindu kouch and
Pamir: they bring with the neighbouring
tribes a tribute in “ant’s gold”, extracted
from the soil by the ants. In the book
VII, 121, see 4845 they are pamed with
the Daradas (Dardistan), Lampaka (Lam-

live

ghan), Pulindas; in the VIIlth, 44, see
2070, with the Prasthalas, Madras,
(¢ andharas, Arattas, Vasatis, Sindhusanvi-

ral3 - key also Markandeya-Pur. LXII, 57.
LVIIL, 7. Bharata, in his Natya-shastra men-
tions them by the side of the Bahlikas (Balkh)

«Bahlikabhasodicyanam.., etc. XVII.
52, -

The Vibhasa-shastra only known in
its Chinese version (due to Samghabhuti,
in 383 J.G.) mentions the language of
the ‘khasas’ with that of the To-le-Mo~
le, Po-le, Po kK’ ia-li in a passage (Jap.
ed., XX, 9, 59a) which I have already
made known (Hotes on the Indo-Scythes,
P. 50, n.): the To-le-are  the
the Po-le, the Paradas; Mo-le probably a
ia-li  answers

Daradas;

Maladas origin and Po-k’
to Bhukhari. The dictionary Fan-fan-yu”
of which I posses a COpPY, reports an.

interpretation (section VIII) trans-

which
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lates khasa  (k’ia-cha’) by “‘incorrect

* language”. This explanation seems to  be

connected with an analogous  etymology
with the one in use to-day and which

pretends to derive the name of khasfrom

~skhasnu’ to fall, to decay.

several
establish
between the name of the khas and the
one of Kashgar, interpreted by the Iranian
Khasa-gairi “Mount of the Khas” (key
the Casii moutes from

I remember that attempts

were made to a comparison

Pro’emee) or
Khasagara® resort of the khas”.
tsang gives k’ia-cha (-khasa) as
Kachgar.

Hiouen-
another
name for

Lastly, the Khas are oftea mentioned
in the Rajatarangini. Key the very old
nete of Troyer, vol Il, p. 321 and that
of stein, 11,430: they make an appearance
in the history of Cashmere only as “mo-
untainee:s who were marauders and - tur-
bulent” (stein).

An epigraphic document dated from
“the year 623 of J.C. (380 of the Kalacuri
era, doaation of  ths king  Gurjara
Dadda 11 Pracanta raga, found at Kheda)
VIIth. century the
khasas were known to inhabit in  the

proves that in the

surroundings of the Himalayas. ¢“The king
resembled to the Himacala because he was the
continuance of the Vidyadharas (or, of the
savants), but he had not like
circle of khasas (degraded)” (Yac copa-
miyate...., Ind. Antig. XIII, 83) The same
passage is repeated in a donation of the
“same king, posterior by five years to the
first (ib, 89).

him, a

. 9. ‘Manu’, %, 12 and 16 defines the
ksattris as children born of a Shudra

e

with a ksatriya woman; their profession
is to entrap and kill the animals that
live in holes. (ib. 49.).

10. Hamilton, P. 131,

1. Wright, 172.-The
king of Kathmardu, Jagajjava

second” last Néwar
Mal-
la, had in  his employment khas
soldiers, who were instrumental in~ the
fall of the dynasty (wright, 222 sq).—
The Vamc. designates (P. 150) Nepal
as “the kas country” under the reign
of Narendra Deva, the Thakuri, since
the VIIth. czntury: But no conclusion
could be derived (as  wrongly does.
Vansittart) B. 82) from a
literary parlphrase employed in the acc-

simple

oaat of aa ancieat eveat by a modérn
author.

12. Kirkpatric, P. 764

13, Wright. P. 169

-

14. This language is also known by the
name of Naipali, Gorkhiya or Gorkhali.
Mr. Grierson (Classified list of Langua-
ges of India) classifies it in the group-
of dialects, Paharis or highland under the
heading of the Oriental Pahari. It has
been the object of a purely  practical

grammar: A. Turnbull. ‘Nepali gram-

mar and Eng'ish-Nepali and Nepali—

English vocabulary’ (about 4000 words)-

Darjeeling 1888. Mr. Aug. Conrady,

who has created the scientific study of

Nevari, has published a drama in

Naipali composed in the XVIIth.

century and  thus has inaugurated the

historical study of that language: Das..,

etc., Leipzig, 1891. I owe it to my

young friead Bhuvan Sham Sher Jang,
the despatch of a “Primer” in the




15.

16.

17.

18.

English method, recently published for
the use of those Nepalese students who
study English, but
chnvenient, lavesssly, to

the

wish to also very
Furopeans to
get familiar with Parbatiya:

Gangadhar Shastri Dravid: ‘English guide

forthe use  of Nepali students’.
Bcnarcs, 1901. It is in Benares, where
lives a great number of exiles and
Nepalese refugees, that are  printed
the studies destined to the Gurkha
professors, to the Gorkhayantralaya,
to the Bharata Jivan Press, to  the
Hitacintaka yvantralaya, etc.  Most of

the publications are translations: Rama-
of the Maha

Bharata, Bhagavata, Canakya, Gaura-

yana, Virataparvan

pancacika. 1 also mention a collection

Ra
(Bharata

of proverbs: Ukhan Ko Bakhan
Jannekatha Ko Samgraha
Jivana Press, 191 Samvat.).
the
language of Nepal’, in ‘Journal

Key John Beames, on Magar

Roy.
Asiat. Soc new. ser., t. IV, P. 178 sqq.
W. H. Hunter, ‘Life of B.H. Hodgson,’
P. 259 (wherein is to be found a note on
the development of the Gurkha regiments
in the established
according to official notes).

Anglc-Indian army
Especially according to Hodgson: ‘Some
and
state of

account of the systems of law
police as recognized in the

Nepal appeared at fisst in the
tions from the Records of Bengal, No.

X1, republished in the

“Selec-

‘Miscellaneous

Essays relating to  Indian  subjects,
vol. IT7> (Trubners Oriental  series,
1880), P. 211-250).

The list of Kirkpatrick is different:
<Gohatya’; ‘strehatya’y atma ° hatya,
¢‘Personal mutilatirn with  magical

intention”; para hatya “mutilation of

b

another’, ‘toona’ or ‘kool’, black magic
> 3 3
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19.

20.

21.
22,

gists of Lha-Sha. It is in
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devilry”--Wright’s munshi gives P.
189, No. I, a list similar %+  that of
Hodgson but classed in a  different
order: ‘brahma’ ‘stri’ ‘bala’  ‘sagotra’
‘go’. The fourt_h, murder of a person
of the same clan, holds the place of
patki of Hodgson.

Reduced later to 20 ropnis in  the

valley of Nepal. Campbell, ‘Notes....
P. 75). L y '
On agriculture in Nepal, the funda-
mental document always:  A.
Campbell, Nutes on the Agricu]tural.;.

i3

January lst. 1837. Published in the
Transactions etc., Campbell was  the
assistant of Hodgson, this fire  work

comes out in some way from the Hod

gson school.

See sup., p. 79

Hue, 11,262 sqq. “Amorg the stran-
gers who constitute the fixed popula-
tion of Lha-Sha, the Pe-boun  are
the most numerous. They are Indians
come from the side of Bhuttan beyond
the Himalayan mountains. They are
short, vigorous, and of a vivacious demea-
nour; They have rounder faces than the
Tibetans; their complexionis very swérthy,
their eyes are small, dark and cunning;
they place a poppy-coloured spot :
the forchead which they renew

on
every
morning. They ars always dressed with
a skirt of violet ‘poulon’ and with a

little fur cap of the same hue, but
just a little deeper in  shade. When
they go out,they carry with the

costume a long red shawl which. goés
twice round the neck, like a  big
collar and the two ends of which are
thrown over the shoulders.

The Pe~boun are the only ‘metalfur-

their quartex
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¢hat black-smiths must .be searched for,
also coppersmiths, plumbers, tinmen  or

silverers, smelters, goldsmiths, jewellers,

mechanics, even physicians and chemists.
Their workshops and  their lohoratories
are slightly undetground. One enters  in
them by a low and narrow opening, and
three or four steps have to be descended
befere reaching thither. On all the doors
of their houses, one sees a painting repre-
senting a red glove and above it a white
crescent. Evidently these represent the Sun
and Moon. But what do these allude to ?

This is what we have forgotten to enquire

upon.

One meets among the Pe-boun, very
distinguished  artists " .in matters of
metallurgy.  They manufacture vases
for the benefit of lamaseries and jewels of
all kinds which certainly - not
dishonour European artists. Those are the
men who manufacture  the beautiful golden
plates for the roofings of the
temples which plates resist all the
seasons and preserve

would

incle-
mencies of  the
always a freshness and a marvellous lustre.
They are sO dexterous in this nature of
work that they are sought for from the
ends of Tartary to ormament the  great
lamaseries. The Pe-boun are again  the
dyers of Lha-Sha. Their tints are bright
and lasting, their cloths can ~wear away
but never discolour. They are only allowed

35

Buddhigtic '

to dye the ‘pou-lou’. The cloths that come
from foreign countries must be used as
they are; the government is  absolutely
opposed to- the dyers  exercising their
trade on these cloths. It is probable that
this prohibition has for object the promo-
tion of thesale of cloths manufactured in
Lha-Sha.

The Pe-bouin
jovial and childish nature; before retiring
to ‘rest, one sees them laughing and  full

have an  extremely

of frolic; during working hours they never
cease from singing. Their religion is the
Indian Buddhism. Although they  do pot
follow the reform of Tsong-Kaba, they
are full of respect for the ceremonies and
practice pertaining to lamaism. They
never fail on days of great solemnity, to
prostrate themselves at the feet of Buddha-
1,2 and offer their adorations to the
Tale-Lama’’

93. Taranatha, p. 280

24. Foucher, ‘Jconographic bouddhique’,
34-39, 182, 184.

95. Hodgson has described the procedure of
manufacture in a short article: “On
the Native method..., Hiadustan Nepa-

Bengal, 1;

re~printed

lese, in (journ. As. Soc.
“T'rans. Agric. Soc. India, \Y
in the Collection of the ‘Miscellaneous

Essays relating to Indian subjects, vol.
11, p. 251-254.
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