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A Report On Preliminary Investigating
Of The Structural Condition Of The

Chandeshwarl Temple—Banepa-—N epal

(July 1983)

Introduction

At the request of the Department of
Archaeolegy of His Majesty’s Government
of Nepal, I was asked to assist in the prepa-

sation of the cost estimate for the structural’

- gepair and rehabilitation of  the Chande-

shwari temple in Banepa.

This report outlines a brief historical
background of the Chandeshwari temple
followed by its description and some reco-
" mmendations. The drawings which go along
with  this report have been prepared after
several site visits during the months April
and May 1983, but are still uncompleted due

to the complexity of the temple.

Historical Background

Although no references have been found -

on the origin orhistory of the temple

precinct, it is supposed that the temple of
Chandeshwari was founded during the 17th

— John Sanday

century A, D. but since then has undergone
several alternations and repairs, especially
during the last century.According to a legénd,‘
the temple was built in thanks givings to the
goddess Chagdhonubik« Bhagvati. At one time
the gods were being harassed by the demon
Chend, because Fisknu, their protc_ctor,.had
Decladri Hills to obtain
salvation from The gods asked
Bhrams for advice and thev were told to go
to the Retna Chandon Forest '
where Chagdhonubika Bhagvati lived under
a huge tree. They asked for her help and she
killed the demon with her trident on the day
of Baisakh-Purnima. After this, the location
Chandeshwari, the

where the demon Chand was slayed. Asan

journeyed to .thc‘
a curse.

near Banepa

became known as site

offering of thanks the temple was dedicated-
to her and evéry year a festival is held on

Baisakh-Purnima in memory of this event.

On that day a chariot procession wi‘th the




_implements from the Chendeshwari Dyochhen
processes along the pathway from the temple
to Bivepa and back,

Situation

_ Chandeshwari is a temple precinet with

some adjacent buildings which, together,form

a ‘monument of considerable charm.

The
group is approached from Banepa town along
a stone paved pathway that runs roughly.
North-east along through farm land and rice
fields. There is a fine view of the whole
monument zone from a considerable distance

~around. The site is located on the right bank
of a steeply sloping gorge, the opposite bank
is well wooded. A stream, cascading down
1 hc:'g(orgc forms small pools between the rocks
at the foot of the temple precinct proper.
Below the temple are three ghats, a spring
and various s-nail sanctuaries
dedicated to Hanuman. From these loosely
but sensitively placed buildings and sculp-
tures there are fine views up-towards the

temple area which is accessible througa a

small gateat the top of a steeply ascending

path. N '

; The main entrance, guarded by lions
js-at the cnd of the paved path which comes
from the South-west through the little hamlet
of Chandeshwari. In front of thegate is an
o._p::n‘area_\vith a pothi on the left side, a
recently restored pond and several other
features which mark it as an zoue of f)rulec-
tion. T'heré are a number of buildings located
on either side of the pathway however they
are mostly settled on the Northern side. A
' of interest is the Chandeshweri

‘importapt because it

sgructure
Dyocihen which is

houses the ceremonial implements used during
the annual procession of the Chandeshwari'
divinity to nearby Banepa ‘and back. This
God-house

has recently- been  preserved

iacluding on -
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against further dilapidation by the local
people from Banepa ard Chaudeshwari.

The temple precinct proper is an irregu-
lar rectangle which is enclosed onBall sides.
Adjoining it on the West is a walled garden
that stretches down the hill towards the ghats.

‘The North and East boundaues are formed

by a brick building which was recently com-

.'pleted with open rooms on the ground floor,

serving as a pathi - some of which are used

for meetings and pujas - and with open
terraces on the upper floor. From the North-
east corner of the courtyard there is accessto .
this roof terrace and the path from here
leads to the stream down the hill. In the
South-east corner is a rather dilapidated two
storeyed brick house. A ruined brick wall
Southern

completes the enclosure on the

side.
General Description

Within the temple precmct infront. of

‘thc main entrance, a brick granthckut dedl-

cated to Chandeshw.ri ,,V[,uhadev was erected
in the I8th A, D.- This temple which houses,
the image of Chandeshwari - in reality Shiva,
the master of be
recognised by the image of Shivas’s vehicle,
Nand: the bull who faces the entrance. A
wooden f9rani over the entrance.

the sluyer Chond - can

contains
the image of Nriteshw:r and inside the temple
a Shiva-linee is worshipped daily..

The Chandeshwari temple itself stands
further more to the South of the brickpaved
courtyard. It is a three tiered temple witha
lionand a peacock ‘on ‘a_ column in front of
the main entrance. The torans over the door-
way is richly carved and contains several
gilded scqutures On each side of the entrance
the.eis a small niche housing a protectxve
divinity. Co ‘




e Reponty
Li = LA theswills on-the: ground - floor have
Yeen recenitly covered:with white glazed tiles;
‘Encircling thie temple; except-for the Southern
side and part of the Eastern side,” are rows

. of votive oil-lamps set on a wooden frame at

‘about © 90cm' above plintli level. On the
“Western wall is a multi-coloured fresco of
Bhcirab which is repainted each” year for the
fes ival. o

‘Within the sanctum of the temple isa
fice standing image of the Goddess’ Parvati
wearing rich silver ornaments. On the other
remaining walls several other clay statues ate

also worshipped.

‘Most of: the windows are finely: carved
and contain carved heads of differeat divini-
ties. The carved struts are of special quality
.and represent the images of the Asktamatrikas
aud tne Ashtabacirabs. The two lower roofs
are covered with the original rooftiles
{(J+ingcti), while the upper roof is probably
gilded copper with bells hanging from the
eaves. This roof is capped with a _gilded

Gujur.,
Repair Recommendations

Since the architectural quality of the
main temp'e within its confined compound is
greatly enhanced by the natural beauty of
the setting, both are to be protected. The
’pmtcction'area is thus to include the small
hamlet, the ghatside along the nearby river
and the ceremonial path from Banepa as

-essential elements.

the
a more detailed

Before any repair on temple of
‘Chandeshwari is

analysis of the structure is required.The inner

started,

structure has to be opened up and a founda-
tion research is to be
order to check the cause of
the settlement. The roof structure has to be

carried out in
real

renewed and lighteped. The traditienal: roofx
tiles (Jinghati) will be laid jo.the traditional
manner in;a; bed, of clay, but following he.
special techniques set out in the .conservation,
handbook from Mr. John Sa'n'd.ay.“ T

. The one  storeyed a:dd;it_iou,. .which
enlarges the sanctum to the East needs. ano-
ther roof in order to match vwlit-h the :adjqcén;
wall of the temple. The woodgarving of ‘b\ot,‘:l‘i’
v_vind'ows-a ad stryts will be, cleaned. of" p.i‘\iputv
and grime, repaired where , necessary and
treated against fungal and beetle attack. The
facing brickwork needs-ito -'be cleaned and
repaired-‘and any’ defective  bricks will “be
replaced with-new matching bricks: - :

The multi-coloured fresco needs <careful
repair. The <clay on which the frescois
painted is being pushed away from the wall
to be
course at the bottom of the fresco will prevent

and needs repaired. A damp-proof

further rising damp.

Present Condition

The Chandeshwari temple is undoubta- -
bly a temple of considerable distinction net
only because of its religious importance, but

also for its historical and architectural value.

" However, in its present state of disrepair and

neglect, it is hard to visualise the jquality of
workmanship and its former grandeur. Most
of the finely carved windows and struts as
well as the brickwork are hidden under layers
of paint and dust which has accumulated
over the several decades.

However a problem that is far more-
serious is the severe distoration in the structure
which was piobably due to earthquake dis-
turbance and subsequent movement along the

Southern wall and lateral thrust caused by
- the heavy roofs. Although the temple was’




probably built on solid rock foundations - the
sub stata is very rocky strewn ~ it is possible
that the gorge may also have contributed o
the movement of the temple.

It is fairly certain that the Eastern
s',i,ngfc é_torcyed addition was added after the
completion of the temple, probably to enlarge
the sanctum. This addition however, takes

_-part of the inner structure without any

recoghizable alternation in order to hold up

the upper structure.

Inside the temple, the two upper - roofs
are supported off all very complex but weak
timber structure, that has been propped in
an-apparently temporary manner - by two
-thin long posts. -

Ancient_ Nepatl

Later this century the fine traditional
the
ground-floor were covered with white glazed

glazed bricks on the outer walls of
tiless

On the South side, the roof structure is
in a very bad state of repair, due to structural
movement and several leaks in the roof.

The
painted on a layer of plaster, is been pushed
off the wall at the top while at the botiom
due to rising damp and the leak of a plinth,.

multi-coloured fresco which is

the paint is been washed away-

On the Southern side of the temple, the
ground is slowly sliding down hill due to the
ruined condition of the retaining wall.




. : Plate NO. 1 T : : ) . Ancient Ncpa[ i \

View from the South showing the single storied addition




Plate No: 2 - T .Ancient Nepa

Giast mural of Bhairab oa the Eastern wail




Plate No, 8 ' . Ancient Nepal

Main entrance to the temple
precinct — 1975 A, D,

New entrance and surroun iing bulding
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(Continued)

This letter dated in the last days of Prithi

Narayan -exposes well - to the light an

essential aspect of his character; the hatred”

and distrust of the European: he carried
his suspicion even to, the very goods from
Europe which he refused to pass through
his. t_értitory. He feared to see the merchant
fQ»l_lOWiK—]g the merchandise from close. Prithi
Nararan, died at Mohan Tirtha, on the
Gandaki, in the fisrt day of 1775; three of his
wives. and two. of his concubines. ascended

the pyre.!

Simha
Pratap Sah who reigned three years? (1775-

Yis successor was his son,
1778). Simha Pratap showed himself more
generous towards the gods as bis' father,
who during the whoie of his life made
only one gift to Pashupati. He engaged
himself to offer in sacrifice to Guhyecvari,
patwroness of Nepal, 1,25.000 animals. He
also honoured ‘the goddess Tulaja; lastly he

had conveyed to the darbar; the linga  of

Nayakot: He loved to -dwell in the Tarai

in the winter season aund preoccupied him-
self” to very
portion of his domains.® At his death . he
left as heir a child in the cradle, Rana

* ameliorate this neglected

»

— Sylvain Levi

Bahadur Sah. The disastrous administra-

tion of long minorities and regencies fought:

the

Narayan to continue

for at the dagger’s point began with
grand-son of Prithi
henceforth uninterruptedly. Father Ginseppe,
who wrote his memorandum on Nepel at
the moment when the first rivalries of the
court broke out after the death of Pratap.
Simha and who would not forgive the
Gurkhas for the expulsion of the Franciscan
missionaries, saw with a badly contained
joy peep already 1ihe divine vengeance.
‘Perhaps, the vow Prithi Narayan did not
fear to violate (the vow msade to the nobles
of Patan and that punished, in case of
perjury, the king and five generations behind
the fires of hell) will have
effect with time.”” If his life had

prolonged by a miracle,

him, to its
been
Father Ginseppe
could have congratulated providence on its

punctuality in the retribution of faults.

The yoﬁnger brother of Pratap Simha.
Sah, Bahadur Sab, who was then living at
Bettia, on the_ British territory, on the
boundary of Ncpél wita his uncle Dala
Mardana Sah, the ancient king of Patan,

hastened to reach Kathmandu to  take




possession of his regercy. He was an active
and enterprising prince, but he found in-.
opposition to him an adversary of his calibre,
qteen Rajendra Laxmi, mother of the young
king, who claimed to exercise the power

in the name of her son. From this moment

until the death of the queen in 1795 the. .

two rivals fought stubbernly intcrrupted
with short reconciliations and marked in -
each fresh cutburst by a series” of massa-
“cres The victor struck pitilessely on the
partisans of the vanquished. A secvet
marriage, concluded so they say, between the
-quécn and the regent and the inspired on both
sides by the same ambition, did not bring

any respite to the hostilities.

Yowever, the impetus given to the
Gurkhas by Prithi-Narayan had not yet
slowed down. The new administration did-
not lack in forces or men; the conquest
was pursued with successes beyond expec-
tations in the West, Palpa retained is
independence, defended by a belt of tribu-
tary principalities. Bahadur Sah asked and
obtained in marrige a daughter of Maha
dlaita, king of Palpa; under covert of this
matrimonial alliance, the regent proposed
to. .his father-in-law a political aliiance,
di;ec(ed against the last chiefs who remained
independent. The booty would have te be
equally divided. Maha datta fell in the
trap, the Nepalese troops ariived led by a
Khas officer as brave as he was cunning,
Damodar Panre (Damodara Paude). Betrayed
by the king of ralpa the only chief who
was powerful enough to protect them the
princes of the twenty four kingdoms, in
the domain of the Sevea~-Gandakis
the princes of the Twenty-Twe kingdoms
in the basin of the Kali were in greater
portion despoiled. The Gurkhas
themselves the lions share; Maha
received three small states, taken away from

and

reserved
datta

his ancient allies and which he was not

-also v'p'rmgressed beyond the old

, themselves to be duped
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destined to retain long..  Pursueing  his
victorious march Damodar. went beyond
the traditional limits of the Nepalese
Empire and penetrated in  the Kumaon

which he subjugated.

Inthe East the expansion of the Gurkhas.
frontiers.
subjugated; = in
September 1788, a force of 6000 men pene-
trated into Sikkim. A month the
capital was occupied. Bhutan was threatened;

Tibet saw her fiontiers violated; the Tibetan

Already the Kiratas were

later,

province of Kuti was invaded. A  skilful
movement of the Tibetans recalled the
Gurkhas in the rear but the movement

stopped too soon. The Gurkhas certain about
their communications, retook their offensive
march on Sikkim, occupied her a second -
time and declared her annexed (1789).

Tibet with her enriched monasteries
due to the pietv of Asia, seemed to offer
an easy prey. Under insignificant pretexts,
the Gurkhas scrambled to the assualtof the
lamaseries, crossed the defiles pillaged Shikar
Jong (Digarchi) [1790); but they * allowed
by the superb -
promises of the Chinese ard Tibetans. Soon
after being exasperated by the duplicity of
the lamas and the mandarins, they appeared
again in Tibet, impatient of  vengeance
and plunder (1791). The emperor of China:
K’ien long vainly addressed thewn a message .
of threats; the Chinese envoy was insulied,
Tibet was in peril. K’ien loug
delay assembled important forces which he .

without

placed under general Fou K’ang, In face .
of such number the Gurkhas were obliged
to fall back; the victorious Chinese followed

them on their traces and reached the very ..
heart of Nepal, at one day journey from

Kathmandu (1792). The terror stricken
daibar sued for = peace, recognized the
suzerainty of China_and bound  himself

to pay a 1egular tribute.




l

-+ Atithe height' of Kis terrors, the darbar;

whfaithful to’ thelessons of Prithi Narayan
had solicitedthe help -of the English: Lord
“Cornwallis’ demded too late. The- Gurkhas
had thought “better of it; ‘they Had wisely

plcferred a ‘distant sovereign to close a

protector. Howcver, Lotd Cornwallis insisted”

sending to Nepal a mission entrusted to
settle there and then the usual difficulties
and especially to reclaim the (enforcement
signed in
Nepal

of) a commerc1al
March 1792,
and the Company. This agreem‘entstipula-

aggrement
at Benares, between-
ted fixed duties on’ imports and

{2.5% ad valorem, on-goods carried from
had

always known to evade it by substituting

exports

" one territory to another but Nepal
to the frontier customs, partial collectings
portioned out at-successive stages of pene-
tration. Colonel Kirkpatrick penetrated
Nep..l (in March-April 1793), if he did not
bring awav political advantage from this

very short sojourn he at least gathered the -

matetials of an excellent work (I, 133 sq.).

The Chinese war had interrupted only
for a short while the operations 1in the
West. Jaga]j Jit Pande
the conquests began by his
After Kumaon, Gharwalin her
turn became a Nepalese (1794).
Nepal stretched at present from Bhutan to

continued

brother
Damodar.
province

Kasmere.

the
regency.

Suddenly a (drama) tragedy of
the
Rana Bahadur had grown as a minor king

palace abruptly terminates

under the protectorship of ambitious regents,
cloistered in his palace,given up to precocious
debauchery which sapped all his vitality.
In 1795, he suddenly wishes to reign, by
caprice. He arrests his uncle Bahadur Sah,
whom he retains in :prisun for two years
until his death. From now there begins an

indicated costly ceremoaies,

. P
TR

era of v1olcnces, furies and dlsorders such

as Ncpalhad never “Known.’ Rana Bahadur

is impulsive of nature a Nero of “small’

stature; he  loves music; - he 'arranges:;‘

" the tune to be played in the’ large templcs )

at Guhyécvari, at Changu Narayan, at’
Vajra Yogini, at Daksma ‘Kali, at Tulaja. '

When well dlsposed he glvcs unthmkmgly,g

on days of great:events he distributes’ one

thousand cows in alms, he feeds the Brahman’

and faqueer troops, but on the ' first
annoyance, he blasphen.)es_‘ the gods,’
and despoils ~ the Brahmans. The’
Nepalese recognise in bim ‘the * king

of Kathmandu,
return to the world .in the
Pcithi Narayan.

Jaya Prakaca who was to .
. posterity  of

His first act,
pality of Yumila, free so far by the prestige
.Rana Bahadur’
the
Lalita Tripura Sundary, intelligent

is to confiscate the princi-

of her ancient precedence.
espou‘sed the daughter of rejah  of
Gulmi,
and devoted princess of her husband but °
she gave him no son. He at first abandoned
her and took to an ordinary slave from
He

then took the daughter of a Brahman who

whom was born an illegitimate son.

became the mother of king Girvana Yuddha

Vikramah Sah. This prince was therefore

of illegitimate birth because the king
prohibited the marriage between a Ksatriya
and a woman of Brahmanic blood. The

Brahmans were shocked by this union which
appeared to them as incestuous. In order
to put .2 quick stop to the abomination,
the Brahmans published a deep prophecy
on astrology and that announced in the
near future the sickness of the favourite
and the death of the king. Indeed, the
favourite soon fell seriously ill. The king
anxious through love and worried hy the
prophecy that concerned him, consulted the
take. They

that would

Brahmans on precautions to




in spite of the rites; the young  woman
dlcd in 2 fcw days Furious to have been
woupded in his. heart and to have lost his
montey, thc king summoned the Brahmans
to return the money under threats of terrible
pgrsecutlons, _he (_)d_er_s to be han.ded_ over
to him the idol of Tulaja which they have
~worshipped, breaks it to pieces has the
ffagmchts donvgtycd to. the cementery -of
Karavira, with the funeral of
Acaryas in tears, to the sound of trumpets;
the remains are burot on the pyre and the

cortege

ashes thrown into the river,

This was - too much the terror-stricken

people dazes at the cacrilege commited
benefit them by a lakh of rupees.
Bahadur was induced into the affair; but
feared to pay the consequences. Rana
B“a__hadur un-d‘c,rsto_od ‘that opportune
sacrifice could .save the dynasty and per-

to offer him chances

Rana

an

sonally contrives
He

his mourning had severed him

retura. out as an

that
the world, entered ioto the orders took

of gave
excuse

from
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the name of Ni-r:gunarénda Svami andk
announced his intention of going to die a-
holy _,dcé.-th' at Benares. He nominated for:
his son Girvana Yuddha Vikrarh, in spite-
of his irregular birth;
dissipate all preventions he requested of the.
king of Palpa, Prithivi -Pala to come in the;,

and in order to-

name of the mosy authentic of Nepalese
Rajputs and place on the child’s forehead
the royal mark. The army -and :
took the oath of allegiance to their

people

new-
king. At the time of departing the Svami
felt his vocation already shaken, he went
and settled in Patan,fortified himself thither,.
recruited partisans. But the opposition of
he-
became aware of it and decided on a.

the Brahmans condemned him to fail;

scheme. Queen Tripura Sundary had refused
the regency in order to follow her husband;
he nominated for regent the slave he had

the

West was elected to exercise th= functions of”

loved. Damodar Panre, the victor of

prime minister (1800),

FOOT

1. Bogle; ib,, -1_59— The date of

“also given by the Vamcavali

1775 is
yet the
date of 1771 is currently given. M. Mar-
kbham the editor Bogle
“himself, 107. of his work.
On page 159 in which Bogie mentions
“the arrival in Lhasa in March 1775 of
death of

of repeats

this error, p.

‘a message annuoncing the

NOTES

Prithi Narayan and the accession of his
successor of Simha Pratap (Sing Perterb);.
“he died in 1775.- The date of 1775 ‘for
the death of Prithi Narayan is also
confirmed by two other passages of the
same book, p. 197 and p. 205,

2. Father Ginseppe says:

3. Hamilton, p. 196.

two ‘yeais at most’..
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