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The Dress Rehearsal of Anglo-
| Nepal War of 1814

Under the leadership of a young,
ambitious, spirited and able Prime Minister
General Bhimsen  Thapa, the brave sons
of Himalaya, the Nepalese got inspiration
and encouragements ‘to extend their bounda-
ries. As a result in the year 1804 Gurkha
power was at its zenith. It had touched
Sikkim in east, Kangra in west and Tibet
in north, but it had not come into rivalry
‘with the other growing power, the pheno-
menon of the 19th century, British India.!

-‘:Nepal’s Policy of Aggressive
Militarism :

Bhimsen Thapa knew it well that sooner
or later confrontation with the British was
unavoidable. - Therefore, military preparations
were undergoing in Nepal to meet any fore-
seable events.2 Anirudha Gupta has rightly
observed, “A regime which squarely depended
for its sustenance on an army, raised on a
“war footing” could not sit at rest untilit
found new avenues of territorial expansion.
Hence, failing in the Northern region, the
army was sent to push the frontier further
south...... 3 Dr. K. Majumdar opines. “Itis

" -Shaphalya Amatya

-political life. of Nepal, when factions multi- -

plied, animosities raged, blood frequently shed,

the Nepalese maintained a uniform record of

extending their Kingdom by arms and con-
quests. The first decade of the 19th century
witnessed Nepal’s territorial limit  stretched

from the river Tista in the east to the river
Sutlej in the west, embracing a number of

hill states on the Himalayas™*

Nepal exploited the weakness of the hill

states to her west and occupied some of’

them. The Nepalese attacked Kangra on 1805.5

Kaji Amar- Singh Thapa was the commander-

of the Nepalese army in the western front.
He anyhow wanted to capture Kangra fort, so

he even pledged for British help to complete:

the seizure of Kangra.6 But the Nepalese were
not given any military aid to. attack Kaﬂgra
by the British. Instead thé Britishers accepted
the request of the Raja of Kangra to help
him to expel the Nepalese.” When the Nepalese
army attempted to capture the Kangra fort
for  the fourth time.® Samsar Chand, the
Raja of Kangra, requested Ranjit Singh, the

Sikh, ruler to help him against the Nepalese:

promising him to surrender the Kangra fort

-l




-as a gift for his help. Ma;haraja Ranjit Singh

-promised to help Kangra on his request but

in reality he wanted to fulfill his inner desire
.of -grabbing Kangra, which he did sometime
later. The Nepalese then attacked Kulu and
‘Mandi valleys.” Nobody could check Amar
‘Singh Thapa; he seized some villages belonging
4o Raja Ram Singh, one of the Sikh Chiefs.
In theé beginning the Britishers did not take
.any part in his-sutlej affairs, They choose their
-policy of non-intervention.  Actually  they
-wanted a series of fight between the two mi~
_ghtiest and strongest races of Asia, the Gurkhas
‘and the Sikhs-they wanted to weaken them
just by watching them. In any event, the
powerful Sikh ruler acted as a serious obs—
tacle to Nepal's expansion to further west.

In fact, from 1805 to 1809 Amar Singh Thapa

remained surrounding the fortress of Kangra.
‘But he was forced to leave Kangra by the
Sikh Army.. in- August 1809. The Nepalese
were ordered to remain in the west of river
-Sutlej. This news of the fall of Kangra fort
in the hands of the Sikhs angered the Nepalese
court: Amar Singh was blamed for it, which
was partly true also'! To continue the wes-
tern expansion  Kaji Abhiman Singh was
.dispatched butit did not help the Nepalese
to regain their lost position; they had to be
.contended with their position to the east bank
-of the Sutlej. Some historians are of opinion
‘that attack on Kangra ‘was in fact a grave
mistake committed by the Nepalese because
it exposed their inner desire of policy of
.expansion which roused the fear of neighbour-
ing Indian States, which resulted into their
‘non-cooperation during the Anglo-Nepal war
.of 1814.12

Nepalese Encroachment

~on
British territorizs .

Bhimsen  Thapa, who> subesquently

-attained one of the greatest names in Nepale-
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se history and who can indisputably be called
the first of -the series of distinguished states-
men to whom the present prosperity of
Nepal is due was brain behind the policy
of expansion.’

As

he began to search for a further outlet for his
warlike energy. He at once saw the south
where Nepal had common border with Brit-
ish India. According to Mr. W. Brook Northey
—*“To encroach upon British territory, how-
ever was a perilous undertaking, in view
of the possibility of reprisals which -might
bring his country under British ascendancy
—a contingency of which the Nepalese lived
in prepetual dread. Atthe same time Bhim—
sen had always regarded the East India
company as his foe rather than his friend; but,
in judging it by its somewhat timid ‘and
vacillating attitude towards Nepal during the
previous thirty -or forty years, he made the
‘mistake of underestimating its power at this
time. At any rate he decided to see how far it
could go, and from 1804 to 1812 the Gurkhas -
pushed steadily southwards into British terri-
tory, until by the end of that time no fewer
than two hundred villages in the fertile Tarai
and Tirhut had been annexed”."# According to
Mr. Ali Shah, ¢ Nepalese had been encroach—
ing upon the British foontier ever since 1787
put the East India Company was not in a
position to retaliate, or to back its protests
with force. The whole of the sub-continent
was in various degrees of disorder. The Peshwa
‘was only seeking his opportunity to turn aga-
inst the British and the powerful Scindia and
Holkar were in a continuous state of revoli.
Further to '_ the north, the redoubtable Sikh
‘Emperor at Lahore was awaiting his hour, and
the kingdom of Oudh, which impinged on
Nepal, was isolated.?

soon as he consolidated his powers

According to Tuker- “Bhimsen could
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now look arcund him. In India a British
power in a position of some peril, all about
it, India he saw was in ferment. The Mahratta
confederacy was on the war path while
Scindia and Hulkar were persecuting the
Rajput principallties left over from the Turks
expansion. The former was at grips with the
brilliant commander, Lord Lake, have been
heavily- defeated near Delhi and was about
to receive the Coup de grace at Laswari.
Holkar was about to administer a beating
at the Mukund Dara Pass to the small force
under Monsoon, an operation which made a
- far greater noise in the India or its day
than its insignificant scale- warranted. < But
there it was; a widely reported defeat of the
- British forces. Soon afterwards, the Mahratta
chiefs combined with Bhurtpore in an attack
on Delhi, stoutly and successfully defended
by Lieut. - Colonels Ochterlony  and
Burn. Then came the British victory over
Holkar at Deeg. Counterbalanced by Lake’s
repeated failures to capture the great moated
fortress of Bhurtpore. Along the frontiers
beyond Bihar and with Gyalior and other
native states; the robber Pindari horsemen
were making chaos worse confounded-Sikim,
Garhwal, Kumaon, Sirmoor, the Doon, the
long strip  of Tarai were under' the heel of
Gurkhas. If anything, Bhimsen must have seen
Nepal as a strong and progressing state and
British India as one suffering from grievous
‘wounds any one of which might, if inflamed,
be fatal”.16 :

Thus blocked in the west, the martial
ardous of the Nepalese found an accentuated
went i the south, where‘ the British territory

lay in tempting opulance. - Border disputes

were there from time immemorial and it

became easier for both the parties to fight
for it,

In 1801, the session of the Gore,khpore
territory to the Company by the Nawab-

Vazier of ‘ Oudh, had brought British India

into direct contact with the Nepalese frontier.
Nepal now started a deliberate policy of
infiltration through the tarai, slowly absorbing
village after village which- was situated either
in ‘territory under dispute like Butwal and
Sheoraj or British territory itself.

Though the border dispute between
Nepai and British India was old and unéettled
there was no violent conflicts and aggressmn
upto the year 1804. In 1804 Nepal annexed
Butwal when the - Raja of Palpa was deposed
from his kingdom. The Dewan of. Palpa
entered 1nto an agreement in the meantime
with the British Government agamst Nepal

and encouraged the Britishers to. demand

Butwal as their territory. In fact the Nepal
Government had long ago occupled Sheoraj
and had been gradually occupying Butwal.
Nepalese Soldiers had captured Butwal already
by 1806. Against this the British Government
sent lot of official protests to Nepai Dagbar.
In reply to all these correspondence the Raja of

" Nepal said that he did not wish to commit

any aggression in the territory of Hon’ble
Company’s terrltory He proposed to settle
the dispute peacefully 17 This dispute on But-
wal and Sheoraj continued upto 1814, which
played the role of a spark in the war between
Nepalese and Britishers in 1814-16. ‘

Apart from this, the. Company Govern-
ment and Nepal Government came into. ¢on-
flict in many places. In the extreme -east,
the Gurkhas were ‘said to have occupied. the
Zarnindari of Bheemnagar, in subversion’ of the

proprietory rights of thé Zamindar and the -

soverignty of the Company in the year 1807.18
The Magistrate of Pornea made representa-
tion to the Nepalese Officersat Morung with
no effect. But teports  against continued
encroachments of the Officers of Nepal in
the District of Morung were still coming and
at last the Nepal Raja wrote to the Governor
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General that he had sent Sirdar Guj Singh
to ‘adjust the disputes respecting the lands
in Bheemnagar.!? But very soon the problem
of Bheemnagar was solved and those villages
wgich were taken by the Nepalese were res-
tored to their rightful owner.2® Then Sirdar
Guj Singh was directed to withdraw from
that land of Bheemnagar, 2!

In the district of Tirhut also, Lord Moira
alleged that innumerable cases of encroachments
had taken place, some as old as the year
1787.22 '

In the year 1811 the disputes of Saran
was also quite serious. The Raja of Nepal
made a complaint to the Governor General
stating that on January 27, 1816, between the
hours of nine.and ten in the district of Saran
‘had sent to the Pergunnah of Rautehat armed
sepoys, numbering 1600, who fell upon the
said Pergummah, killed Lochan Gir, Tehsildar
of the place, Bhakta Ray, Bechoo Singh
Zamindar, and nine sepoys belonging to the
subah .and carried off all  properties and
treasures of the Nepal Government.2? The
Raja of Nepal demanded severe punishment
for Bir Kishore for his crimes. The magis-
trate of Saran,in reporting these occurances
had blamed the Nepalese as being the
aggressors. In the correspondence which ensured
with the Raja of Nepal on this occasion,
the two states agreed to depute officers to
the spot and fix the -boundarics. The Raja
of Nepal deputed Kaji Rundeep Singh and
Sirdar Parasran (Parasu Ram) Thapa as his
. representatives.2 Later ~ on
Pandit was also deputed.?® The Company’s
Government entrusted the conduct of the
enquiry to Mr. Young who, on his arrival
at the frontier, found that the Nepalese had
actually taken complete possession, not only
of the villages which formed the  previous
subject of dispute, but of other . villages
also making a total of twenty-two villages.
Nothing could be decided by this commi-

Raj Krishna '
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ssion and the Britishers' began to . reinforce
Bettiah Battalion under the command of
Maj. Paris Bradshaw to recover by arms the
lands. usurped by the Nepalese on the frontier
of Saran and Maj. Bradshaw was also deputed
to take up the case of Saran after comple-
ting the investigations in Butwal.2®

The immediate casus belle of the war was.
the dispuie of Butwal and Sheoraj of the
north of Gorakhpur district, “The desire of
the barons of Nepal to extend their ways
over the Zamindars of - the plains and tap
this convenient source of income, for whatever
the pipers might tell of glory in the field,
it was the share-holders in London and the
Court in Kathmandu that called the tune”.27
In fact the Company Government wanted to
control Butwal and Sheoraj sirice the beginning
of the 19th century when they said that the
mighty - Gurkha power was increasing tremen--
dously. They knew the importance of it both
politically and commercially and they also
knew that Nepal can be penetrated easily if
needed in. future from this direction.2® As we
have already stated that Sheoraj was already
under the Nepalese and Butwal was partly
controlled by them but the Raja of Palpa
was against the Nepalese and he encouraged
the Corhpany Government to claim Butwal
as their own.?? In fact these two Zamindars
had always been held by the Raja of Palpa
in the hills, There was, however, some sort
of suzerainty exercised over them off and on,
by the Nawab Vizier. On the other hand, the
Nepal Government also exercises control -over
Palpa. When in 1801 the Nawab of Oudh
ceded the Gorakhpur territories it began to
claim Butwal also as its dominion. After:
the cession of Butwal to the company by
the Vizier, a settlement was - made by the
collector of Gorakhpur with the representa-
tive Raja Prithvi Pal Singh, the herediatory-
Raja of Palpa who himself was at that time-
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a prisoner at- Kathmandu. A~ regular commit-
. ment was entered into that the rent.of thirty-
two .thousand rupees per annum should be
paid to the British Government for their lands..
During that time no objection was raised to
~ this arrangement by the Gurkha Government.

On his return from Kathmandu, the Raja of
Palpa confirmed the actof his representative
and ‘acknowledged his obligations to pay the
rent of Butwal to the British Government.
He was shortly afterwards called back - to

Kathmandu, presumably for his agreeing to

pay the rent of Butwal to the British Govern-
ment instead of the Gurkhas, and was put

~ to death after a short period of imprisonment.

His family retired into Gorakhpur, provision
being made for them by the British Govern-
ment while their lands in Butwal were managed
by its offcxrs. In 1804, the Raja  of the
Nepal made the Raja of Gulmi as the head
of ‘Butwal as representing their former tribu-
tary the Raja of Palpa. The British Govern-
ment protested against it. The British Govern-
ment also demanded the proofs of the posse-
ssion of Sheoraj.from Nepal Court. The

Nepal Court neither evacuated Butwal nor
sent any proofs. A reminder was sent fo the
Raja of Nepal in January 16th 1809 calling
on him to withdraw his troops from Butwal
and allow to establish the British authority
there, and that otherwise more serious measures
would have to be taken.¥ In 1811 the Magis-
trate of Gorakhpur complained of encroach-
ments by the Gurkhas in lands  adjoining
Butwal and Sheoraj. As the conflict was
increasing day by day both the Government
thought it quite essential to and settle the
outstanding disputes on the spot. To represent
the Company Government Maj. Bradshaw
was appointed as Commissioner.s1 The Nepalese
Commissioners were joined by the Nepalese
vakil Krishna Pandit and his brother Raghu-
nath Pandit. Both parties produced their
proofs, documents and papers in their favour.

5

But Maj. Bradshaw remained adamant and.

never. tried to come into settlement. He could

not be convinced by the Nepalese Commi-
ssioners. As their design was to wage a war-

they were collecting lot of information about

Nepal’s politics, economy and strength from.
the very beginning and thus ultimately they
decided to fight.3? At this stage Bradshaw’
concluded the proceedings without. the consent.
of the Nepalese Commissioner and reported.

to his Government that the investigation had

proved the rights of the British Government.
to both the Taluks of Butwal and Sheoraj.. .
This made Nepalese Commissioners very-
furious ‘and felt humiliated. Actually Maj..
Bradshaw was encouraged by his Government.

not to come into any aggrement with the.

Nepal Government. He was also directed to-
be prepared to expel the Nepalese if they
refuse to withdraw or delay in withdrawing.
from the territories which might be proved-to-
belong to the Company.® His attention was.

therefore mainly to fight with the Gurkhas.

At the same time he sent a detailed account.
of nature, strength and disposition of Nepalese-
forces in Butwal and Sheoraj. On April 11,.
he reported to the translation of the descrip--

tion of the place by a sepoy who had
journeyed to Amar Singh’s residence.3 He

also suggested for .the movements of the two:

companies of sepoys from Gorakhpur to

Lotun, to take action if necessary in future-
against Nepalese, and reported to the-

Commander—in—Chief the strength and des-
cription of the Nepalese in the Tarai and’

the garrisons at Nuvakot and under Amar-.

Singh Thapa.3*

On June 18, the Company Government
sent its considered answer to the above

Communication from Major Bradshaw expressly-

stating that the right of the

Company to the taluks of Butwal and Sheoraj.
had been established, and the notification to-

Honourable:
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‘this effect would be made to = the Raja of
‘Nepal which would be supported by arms if
necessary. The Government also thought that
-it would be inexpedient to permit the Nepalese
‘to retain any portion of the lands to which
the right of the Company had been esta-
blished. At the same time the  Adjutant
"General Mr. Pagan was asked to request the
-Com.~in~Chief to take into consideration the
-military arrangements which might be required
to recover and maintain Butwal and Sheoraj
'by force of arms if necessary.¥ As they could
not ecome into any decision war became evide-
nt. The Raja was asked to withdraw his
-officers from the lands in dispute and to renou-
nce his claims to them. At the same time 3
-companies of regular infantry and three compa-
nies of the Bettia local Corps were sent to
-support Maj. Bradshaw; who was asked, after
.allowing sufficient time for the receipt of an
-answer from the Raja of Nepal, to proceed.

The Nepalese Cammissioner left the fron-
tiets peremptorily asking Maj. Bradshaw to
-withdraw from the 22 villages which had been
.carlier handed over to him in trust pending
.decision of the investigation.

But suddenly a detachment of seventeen
.companies of sepoy with the guns was formed
under the command of Lt. Col. ‘Richardson
‘to occupy and hold Butwal and Sheoraj.
Gen. Wocd with five Companies.and two
field picces from Lt. Col. Richardson’s detach-
ment . marched in support of the
measures of the Magistrate of Gorakhpur
‘against the [Nepalese.3” In the last week
.of April, 1804, Mr. Martin, the assistant at
Gorakhpur, directed the persons whom he
‘proposed to establish as police officers !in the
taluks of Butwal and Sheoraj to advance
.and to establish their Thannas at the places
already determined. The Nepalese officers
-resisted this procedure and the Thanadars

Ancient Nep’ai

retired to British territory. ‘At this the Magis-
trate of Gorakhpur requisitioned the troops
that had been sent to Lotun for this pur-
-pose and they marched into the  disputed
lands without opposition. The Nepalese troops
retired as the Company’s troops advanced.
The police Thanas were then established at
the places fixed for them, under the protection
of the troops. To avoid the worst summer
in the Tarai during May, the British troops
were ordered to Gorakhpur. This situation
was exploited by the Nepalese to attack the
Thanas in Butwal on 29th May 1814 and
occupied the whole of Butwal. The last straw
was broken by the reply of the King of Nepal
to the letter of the Goveranor-General which
was received by the later on the 12th August
1814. In that letter, the King of Nepal
requested the Governor—General to instruct
Major Bradshaw to restore twenty—two villages
and other lands occupied by him, adding
that otherwise his government - must take
measures for the security and protection of
the country of Nepal, for which it was its
duty to provide. After that correspondcnce
with the King of Nepal was stopped and
the first step towards war was taken by the
Governor-General by prohibiting all commer-
cial intercourse between the British and the
Nepalese.38

In the western frontrer although General
Ochterlony was advised and ordered by the
Company Government “to refrain from any
interference within the hills,” he was det—

ermined to check any further expansion of
the Nepalese in the east ‘of Sutlej.?® In
the meantime both the Britishers under
General Ochterlony and the Nepalese under

General Amar  Singh Thapa  tried
some futile  attempts of  negotiating
some  problems peacefuily but~  these
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attempts  were foiled. It scems  that
the Company Government was now
intent on war and had discarded any peaceful
solution altogether They started collecting infor-
mations of military importance on Nepal from
different sources.#® In this way the relations
between the two states gradually degenerated
into one of open hostility. The traditional

suspicion towards the Britishers, the rude cond-

uct of Major Bradshaw. to the Nepalese
‘Commissioner, 4! and-the breach of faith of
‘the Britishers by not returning 22 villages whi-
ch had been earlier handed over to them in
trust and the arrogant = policy of the British
imperialists to occupy Nepal compelled. the
brave sons of Asia, the Nepalese, to defend
their country. Discussions were held at Nepal
Durbar to decide the future policy and action
towards the British Government. The Raja of
Nepal posed the question of war before the
Durbar when it became almost inevitable and
the -diccussions that fcllowed showed two
distinct opinions, one in favour of war the
other against it. Although the  war party
influenced the decision of the Durbar, yet
Raja Guru Raghunath Pandit did not hesi-
tate to point out that “there was no enjury
done to Nepal that called for an appeal to
arms”.®2 What Raj Guru Raghunath Pandit
considered as a injury to the nationis not
«clear here. When a peaceful settlement could
not be concluded the war was essential and
-on the other hand the direct penetration of
Britishers in Nepal and breach of trust of
22 villages all compelled the Durbar to decide
in favour of war. Mr. Chaudhary is also
mot correct in his statement that the decision
to go to war on the boundary disputes was
mainly due to Bhimsen Thapa’s confidence
in the fighting strength of the Gurkhas.®
Because Bhimsen was not only a warrior and

able general, he was a shrewd statesman and
diplomat also, when he saw that the Britishers

were not in favour of peace he decided in

favour of war, because there was no other
alternative. Dr. Regmi has aptly pointed out
that “Nepal was facing a foe who .was
determined to fight it out, and achieve the
ends sought”.* Ultimately the war  was
declared on 1st Nevember 1814 by Gov. Gen.
Lord Moira.
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The? Birth Place

Historical Prelude

Nepal is proud of Lumbini, where Lord
- Buddha, “The light of Asia”, was born in
sixth century B. C. The location of Lumbini
is in the western Tarai of Nepal with lati-
tude 27028 North and 83016’ East. Insixth
century B. C. the landmass of the Tarai in
the present Lumbini Zone was occupied by
the two ancient tribes called <“Sakyas’ and
“Kolias’. The site Lurubini, before the birth
of Gautam Buddha, was a pleasure garden
-entertained by the people of two kingdoms-
the Sakyas of Kapilavastu.and the XKolias
-of Ramagrama. The Sakyas and thé Kolias
were bound by matrimonial alliance, thus
related to each other.

The earliest reference of Lumbini as the -

‘birth place of Gautama Buddha is found in
‘the classical Buddhist text, Suftanipata. The
‘text mentions that ‘“Buddhistta, the excellent
‘pearl, the incomparable is born for the good
-and for a blessing in the country of Lumbini.
Therefore, we are glad and exceedingly
pleased, Lalitgvistra and other Buddhist lite-
ratures mention that Gautama Buddha was
born in Lumbini during the full moon day,
in the month of May. At the time of the

of Lord Buddha
— Babu Krishga Rijai

birth of Lord Buddha Lumbini Garden was
bloomed with various trees. The = humming
of bees and the sweet warblings of  birds
magnified the natural scenery of Lumbini. It
was a pleasure resort called Pradimoksha Vana

and comparable to the Chittalzta Grove of

Indra’s paradise in the heaven.

The famous story of Gautama Buddha’s
nativity is that while Mayadevi, the mother
of Buddha’s was going to Devadaha from
Kapilvastu, she got the labour pain at
Lumbini. The pangs of labour caused her
to stand against the trunk of a tree with
raised hand. A male child came forth from
the right side of her armpit and walked seven
steps towards north and proclaimed the fallow-
ing words. “I am the formeost of all creatures
to cross theriddle of the ocean of existence.
I have came to this world to show the path
of emancipation. This is my last birth and
hercafter I will not be born again.”

Buddha’s attachment to Lumbini was
great. He visited to Lumbini and Kapilavastu
several times as a great sage. He was obliged
to Sakyas and used to say that “service to
relatives is a blessing.” Buddha’s eloquence of
the purity and the contemplative virtue of
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the pilgrimage to Lumbini is seen expressed
in Mahaparinirbana Sutra. From his death
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bed Buddha had advised to all the faithful

~followers and lay ‘devotees to visit Lumbini
for spiritual efficacy an aestheatic contem-
plation.

It -is thus Buddha’s impetus that caused
Lumbini to develop as a centre of pilgrimage.
After the great demise of Buddha, Lumbini
-was no more a pleasure resort entertained
by young couples, but a centre of pilgrimage
for contemplation or for a spiritual efficacy.
It is visited by royalities, scholars, and lay
devotees from all over the world. The exact
_spot of the birth of Lord Buddha was deve-
loped as a temple site with- many votive
.stupas and monastaries, whereas towards a few
hundred yards -south-west -a pilgrim villages
.with a few hamlets and cottages emerged
4o accomodate the pilgrims and the tourists.
“This evidence is corroborated by the excava-
tion of 1970-71 A. D.

Little more than two hundred years after
the time of Buddha, Mauryan Emperor
Asoka visited Lumbini and resumed the
legendary fame of the site. The royal entourgge
of Asoka was ‘conducted by Venerable Upa-
gupta.” The pilgrimage of Asoka had started
from Patna. He came to Vaisali and took the
route to Lumbini via Rampurva Arreraj,
Lauria-Nandangargh, Tribeni,Parasi, Bhairawa.
The travel route of Asoka is marked with
monolithic pillars. From Lumbini the royal
entourage of Asoka proceeded towards Kapila-
vastu. Here, the birth places of Kanakamuni
and Krakuchhanda Buddhas werc shown to
the King and he commemorated the spots
with “the Asokan pillars. The highway connec-
ting Magadha with Kosala use to run through
Kapilvastu, Lumbini -and Ramagrama. The
ancient area of Kapilvastu to Ramagram,
at -present, is incorporated by three districts

-of Nepal-Taulihawa,” Rupendehi and Nawal

Parasi. _ '

Asoka’s pilgrimage in the Buddhist sites
is narrated in Divyavadana. Here Asoka says
to Upagupta “It is my desire Sir, to visit, hon=-

our and mark by sign for the benefit of remote

-posterity-all the spots, where thé ‘Blessed Bud-

dha has sojourned.” Asoka’s belief in the
spiritual efficacy of the pilgimage in Buddhist
sites is appreciated by Upagupta. He said
“Gracious are your intentions, O King, I myse-
If will be your guide”. This is how, Venerable

‘Upagupta conducted the royal eatourage. At

Lumbini, Upagupta pointed a tree with right
hand and said “Behold,O merciful King,

‘this is the spot where Sakyamuni Buddha was
‘born.” Asoka saw the tree with over-whelm-—

ing joy. He foldded his palms and prostrated
with deep devotion. He worshipped the  spot,
installed a commorative pillar with a sign of
horse on top. The inscription of pillar says--It
is Lumbini village where Lord Buddha was
born. The King gave away one hundred thou-

sand gold coins in charity. He is also said
to have constructed a few votive stupas ‘to

remind the folk memory occured during nati- -

vity events. From Lumbini, Asoka went to
Kapilvastu enroute to Sravasti, in Kosala.

The famous pilgrim to visit Lumbini
after Asoka was a Chinese monk Fa-hien. In

the first decade of fifth century A. D. he
-reached Lumbini. His travel account of Lum-

bini is scanty and vague. He saw here a

few legendary monuments and the tree under
.which Buddha was born.. He also -saw. the

water pool where Mayadevi had taken bath

.before giving birth to Lord Buddha.

The second most important pilgrim
from China to visit Lumbini was Hiuen-Tsang.

He came to Lumbini in seventh century-A. D.

The travel account of Hiuen-Tsang is more




in details.. At Lumbini, he saw the bathing
pool, Ashokan pillar with a horse-capital and
votive stupas built to mark the event occured
during nativity period of Lord Buddha. He
saw the oil river flowing towards east of the
“tree, under which Lord Buddha was born.

‘The revival of Hinduism and Muslim
invasion in India caused the total negligence
of the Buddhist sites. GreatBuddhist pilgrim
centres slowly covered and shrouded into
bushes and remained obscured for a long
time. However, Lumbini and Kapilvastu are
visited by the Malla Kings of Western Nepal.
Ripu Malla visited Kapilvastu and Lumbini
in 1312 A.D. and engraved his name on
the Asokan pillars in Lumbini and Kapilvastu.
A few more names of the pilgrims visiting
Lumbini could be secen engraved on Asokan
pillar, but no precise efforts of reading is made
so far.

Archaeologic’al Persuits

After the consolidation of British power
in India, during 18th century the British rulers
were attracted towards the cultural heritage
.of their Indian colony. The “Royal Assiatic
Society was formed in Calcutta by Sir William
Jones in 1784 A. D. Itsaim was to promote
the history and antiquities, arts, sciences and
literature of Asia. The activity of this insti-
tution heralded the age of cultural renaissance
in India as well as in the neighbouring
countries. In 1837 James Princep discovered
the key to the Brahmi alphabet. The deci-
pherment of the Brahmi script helped archaeo-
logy to free itself from this antiquarian and
literary affiliations. Sir A. Cunningham orga-
nised a country wide survey of archaeologicai
remains in India. He followed the foot
steps of the Chinese pilgrims and relocated
many Buddhist remains in a vast area stre-
tching from Gaya in the east to the Indus

"Kapilvastu and Devadha in the
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in the north-west and from Kalsi in the
north to the Dhamnar Cave in the south.

But unfortunately for Nepal, the rulars
Rana of that time kept the country closed
to the foreigners. No archaeological activities.
were allowed. The pioneer archaeologists
could not locate the birth place of Buddha.
They could not explore Nepalese Tarai and
have to Calculate the location of Lumbini,
Basti Dis-
drict of India. In Buddhist literature it is
mentioned that “Kapilvastu is situated near
the Himalayan Mountains in the Madhyadesa”.
But as there was no map of the Tarai, so
"was not easy to explore the region. It was only
by accident that in 1893, Major Jaskaran
Singh of Balrampur announced in newspaper-
to have seen an Asokan pillar with inscription
in the Nepalese Tarai. In 1895 Dr. Fuhrer
-was deputed to take its estampages. Dr. Fuhrer
could not discover the said Asokan pillar
but found a new pillar at- Niglihawa. This
discovery raised high hopes inthe right loca-
tion of Kapilvastu. Therefore he was again
deputed to explore in the Nepalese Tarai.
In 1896 Dr.Fuhrer discovered two more Asokan
pillar one at Rummindehi and another at
Gotihawa in Kapilvastu. Thus, the discovery
of three Asokan pillars by Dr. Fuhrer in
1895/96 at once conformed that Gautama
Buddha, the Apostle of Peace, was born in
western Nepal and his birth place was known.
at present as Rummindehi. His Royal palace
is in Tilaurakot near Taulihawa. After the
right location of Lumbini and Kapilvastu
by Dr. Fuhrer and P. C. Mukhajee in 1896~
98 A. D. the Kolian stupa of Ramagrama,.
was discovered by Dr. W. Hoey at Parasi
on the bank of the river Jharahi.

The discovery of three very important
Buddhist sites in western Tarai of Nepal

during the last decade of 19th century was



teken by the Oriental Congress as .“one of
the most important discoveries of the century™.
P. C. Mukherjee was commissioned by Indian
government to verify these discoveries. The
Rana Government of Nepel, though conser-
vative, took the achievements with highest
opprobations and decided to sanction a scheme
of further exploration. P. C. Mukharjee pub-

Yishcd his excavation roport with accurate

description, illustrated plans, drawings and
photographs in 1901.

Early Archaeological Activities in
Lumbini

On 11 March 1899, P. C. Mukherjee
came to Lumbini. He saw here two mounds—
the temple mound where Mayadevi temple
Asokan pillar and many votive structures
scattered in ruins, To the south—west of the
temple site there was a mound of the ancient
Lumbini village, where the King Asoka had
given away one hundred thousand gold coins
in charity. The aim of P. C. Mukherjee
exploration was limited to the area around
the ruins near Asokan pillar and Mayadevi
temple. The temple mound as seen by P. C.
Moukherjee, was a rectangular plot of elevated
ground about 300 ft. to 400 ft. in size and

raised from 10 to 20 fi. above to surface of

the surrounding plain. The top of the mound
is formed with ruined temple and enshrined
broken sculpture called Rupadevi. The local
people eame here with regular offerings and
the saerifices of goats, pegions and fowls
where made. The main sanctom of the shrine
is lately repared and dwrafted into an ugly
shape qy a Sadhu.

~ The entrance to the sanctum is from
the east and after gefting down a few steps
in a collection of broken sculptures of anti-
quity are enshrined as Rupadevi. The chief
sculpture enshrined was a head less panel.
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P. C. Mukherjee saw the detached head portion
of the panel ‘kept- in debries outside the
sanctum. He lifted that past and joined to
its original panel. When the head portion.

was fixed with the nativity scene of Buddha.

with Mayadevi holding the branch of the

tree was clear. P. C. Mukherjee also noticed.

the bell shaped capital of Asokan pillar broken
into the halves and stored in the temple
compound. After clearing the temple debries.
P. C. Mukherjee was able to draw the plan
of the ante-chamber of ancient Mayadevi
temple built over the earlier subsidiary struc--
ture which possibly was the Mauryan complex.
The outer wall of the ancient temple was.
built with a bay of masonry in carved bricks,
forming Sapta-Ratha temple in plan.

Thus the keen  observation and the
judicious archaeological activities of P. C..
Mukherjee in Lumbini, revealed the existence
of a magnificient Mayadevi temple with carved.
bricks, completed panel of Nativity sculpture
of Buddha, and the Asokan pillar standing.
on its original position, enclosed with brick
walls raised in different periods. A few ruins
of votive stupas were also excavated by him.
around Mayadevi temple. '

The major works of excavation in Lum-

bini were conducted under the partronage of”

General Kaiser Shumsher J. B. Rana during.
1932-39. But the excavation carried with.
levelling methods caused a great damé.ge to
the site. The ground below the foundation
of several monuments were laid opened to
maintain the lowest level of the site. Several
super structures of defferent periods were
destroyed and therefore at present it is very
difficult to date and correlate one structure
with another as many subsidiary structures.
which were already destroyed.

Proper conservation of exposed struc-.
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tures were not carried out for a long time.
Their is neither any record nor any report of
the excavation of the time of General
Kaijsar- Sumsher available. Only some utili-
tarian works like .providing a. high paltform
around Mayadevi temple and enlarging the
Sakya Tank with successive terraces and brick
yener -was to his credit. He put iron fence
around the ‘Asokan pillar. He built
rest houses to accomodate the pilgrims.

some

After loig interlude, Mrs. Devela Mitra
‘of Archaeological Survey of India came to
TLumbini in 1962 for archaeological explora~
tion. She tried to check the base of the
‘Asokan pillar possibly to be conformed that
it is in its original position. She took the
-photographs of the ‘excavated antiquities dum-
ped in the kitchen of the Buddhist monk
since a long time. Some very  important

antiguities were brought to Kathmandu. She
-pubhshed her report in 1972 A. D.

Recent Archaeological Activities

The first scientific excavation in Lumbini
‘was conducied by the department of the
Archaeology H.M. G. Nepal in the year
1970-71 A. D. The aim of this excavation was
to locate “the site of "ancient “Lumbini village”
‘mentioned - in the inscription of Asokan pillar
situated to the west of Mayadevi Temple.
"The second object was to prepare the plan
.of the exposed- structures around Mayadevi
“Temple for future conservation. Our last
interest ‘was to plot the potential habitational
.area -of archaeological sites around Telar
River. ' '

The archaeological investigation in the
second mound around the old guest house
proved that the eatliest human habitation in
Lumbini started during sixth century B.C. The
stratigraphy of the human habitation was divi-
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ded into ten successive layers and the pottery
types were mainly N.B.P. in the lowest level
and red were in the upper startums. A trace
of mud a terracotta ring well and some
antiquities liest dating to the period of 6th
centruy B.C. ‘were encountered at the lowest
level. In the upper level a circulation human
burial two brick wells and a large number of
Kushana figurines were excavated from the
havitational mounds. A terracotta plaque mou-
1d of Lord Buddba in the Earth Touching
posture was also discovered in the excavation.
On the basis of the carved brick structures in
the mound on and the terracotta plaque mou-
Id of Lord Buddha in mound a two clearly
show that the sequence of culture in Lumbini
dates from the time of Buddha to the Gugta
period.

"The structures hallowed in the memory
of Lord Buddha from the earliest time up to
medieval period are seen scattered in Lumbini
around the area covering 16,081 square yards.
Most of the important and interesting edifices
were however enclosed and protected within
ithe barbed wire since 1970-70 they were left
without any archaeological conservation since
1939. Therefore, many of them are distintegra-
ted and ruined not only by the tropicak
climate of the Tarai but also due to the consta-
nt brick robbings by the ignorant villagers for
making ovens to perform the praxis vow
called Karaicharan. Since 1975,regular annual
archaeological activities were devised by ‘the
Department of Archaeological in coordination
with the Lumbini Development Committee. .

The main of the archaeological activities
in Lumbini were to avoid further damage
of the already exposed structures. In conso-
nence with the aim restoration works are also
carried out. Archaeological excavation was
limited and carried out only to complete the
restoration programmes.
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The implementation of the conservation
activities in Lumbini around Mayadevi temple
tesulted the repairment of many ruined struc-
tures. Many succidous monumental towards
cast-west and north side of Mayadevi temple

were brought to its original stage. Several

votive stupas were repaired. Some dilapidated
wall . of monasteries weré strengthened. A new
monastery towards the south of Mayadevi

temple was excavated, the weeds and vega-

tation overgrown in the entire structural area
-were cleaned. The extensive scrappings around

. Mayadevi Temple have revealed many new

structures which were hitherto unseen in the

‘history of Lumbini.A new revised structural plan

of the monuments around Mayadevi Temple

‘was prepared to represent those unseen struc-

tures.

During the exploration activities in
Lumbini a new well wtth various animals,
‘birds an dother votives engraved on the bricks
was discovered in the nursery field. This well
is daled to the Kushana period. However,
‘three more siich type of the new wells were
discovered during the archaeological activities
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in 1970-71. The well discovered in 1983, is °

more elaborate and exposed up to the bottom
course. The new well is made with 29 course
of the solid concave bricks with the marks
like elephant, horse, boar, palm tree counch
-etc.

The bottom of the well contains a
few Kusliana spouted pots and a facated
pot used for Naga worship.
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Balkunthapur A Vlllage m

Western Taral

- = Dr. Rishikeshab Raj Regmi

Infact, no serious' résearch in totality
has been done by any institutions as . to
bow many thousand villages are th,re in. Nepal ‘

After the 1ntroduct10n of Panchayat sys- .
tem, Nepal has been divided into 75 dlStl‘lCtS"

for development purposes. The vrllage whlch

has the population of 2000 or more' was.
termed as a village panchayat in Nepal. At.

present there are about 4000 . such viillage

Panchayats in Nepal The bulk of the" popu-
lation of about 15 mrlhons hve in’ ‘these
“villages. Tradltlonal style of hfe still per51sts:_
in these villages. But the ylllages_h_ave_ begun
to change rapidly and.'the pace of socio-.-
economic and politically changés is. Tikely to. -
increase rather than decrease. It . is very urgeént.
to study such’ typrcal vanous hngulstlc areas.
of our country. Either we can - collect- the

facts now or they are lost forever.

The Nepalese village community has not
well figured rather prominently in early and
current sociological and anthropological lite-
rature. As such, the present writer attempts
to study Baikunthapur, a village of Nawal-
parasi district in tarai of western Nepal, just

to give few insights regarding their mode of”
socio-cultural life and development. The social -
structure of many- villages in Nepal raises.
problems for concerted action  which must be
:squarely faced by all’ “who. would " speculate

upon ‘or, plan: for the real future.* of rural

_Nepal Balkunthapur a. small vrllage of 228
‘peérsons ‘in "theé - Nawalpara51 dlstrrct ‘of Lum-
‘bini ‘Anchal (Zone) is.a. falr speormen of the
complex. v1llage settlements -which ‘needs the
‘prompt attentlon for 1ts rural development

It is - about two kllometre east—south to

'Parasx whlch is a. dlStI‘lCt headquarter My

study 1ncludes 31 mudhouses “With many
thatched roof & a few tﬂed roofs Eight

dlﬂ”erent caste’ groups live over there ‘and are- -
.maxnly agnculturlsts Most of. these household
“members .are peasants havmg very margmal

plots of land. A few of them rent in land

“form other villages. for their livelihood, a few

offer labour for their secondary occupation.

History of the area

The plains have been occupied since time-
unknown, by many settlers like Var, Tharu,.




Kurmi etc. Though history of this Nawalparasi
district goes back to pre-historic period, it is
not possible to trace geneologically the first
commers of the village. The stone tools found
in the area has proved the presence of human
habitation in ancient period. Other cultural
remains seems to be lying burried in many
archaeological sites. In the past, Palpali ruler
Mukunda Sen had not only reigned over the
hills but had also tried to consolidate
his position in the tarai plains of southern
flap of Palpa (1750-1782).) F. B. Hamilton
has argued that Sen dynasty had to fight here
with the Musleen Nawab with great courage
and venture.? :

The plains of Baikunthapur was quite
‘malarious just before the advent of democratic
iife in Nepal The area was covered intensively
with many forests. There were hqrdly few
hill people then except Tharus and few other
Ploin’s ethnic groups. It seems probable accor-
ding to many informants that the first in-
habitants of the area were Var, Teli and Kurmi,
though no concrete evidence is yet available.

In Baikunthapur, settlements, according
to many informants started only during the
Prime-ministership of Chandra Shamsher
Rana. It was only in B. C. 1978 that few
houscs were built -around the Parasi- market
area and in this village.

Settlement Pattern

The history is reflected in the sitting
. of the village houses. There are two mud
roads after crossing the river Jharai from
western boundary of Parasi Bazar. One road
goes to Kashia village and it leads to Jamuwad

.

_to southwards. The castes
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while second one leads eastward to Triveni.
Triveni is the holy place where five tribu~
teries and Tamsa  rivulets meet with big
Narayani river. Most of the pilgrimage go
to this place in many religious festivals
to have ritual baths over there. After walking
about two Kilometre from the river Jharai
also is located a cremation ground. We have
to turn right southwards in order- to reach
Baikunthapur. At the north of the widened
mud road there is a garden of mangoes &
other trees. As soon as the garden is termi-
nated one "enters - the village
side.

from northen

Settlement pattern of this village can be
stated to be intermediate between the isolated’
homestead types and tightly nucleated type.
This is the pattern usually found in numerous
tarai villages in Nepal. The houses are builg
by the side of road and smali lane. These

houses are not however attached

to " each
other. ‘

Housing

Within the village there are eight diffe-
rent castes groups. Members of the each of
the caste group live together in the same
vicinity. The village is stretched from north
niembers have
built their residence in groups. If we notice
from northward to south, the first caste group
is Teli, then Var, Kurmi, Kewat & lastly
towards the southcorner of the village live
the Teli & Dhobi, Chamars have their residence
a little apart at the west-side. However there
is no uniform rule about this, one may be
found to be living a Iittie further.

1. Mechi to Mahakali, Vol. 3, pp. 890.
2. Hamilton, F. B.- An account of Kingdom ©of Nep,l.
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The village has 31 houses mostly huts.
“Two houses at the two extreme ends are of -
bricks.Remainder are of clay structures thatched
with straws and cut bamboo stripes.

Pattern of Cultivation

All the villagers are engaged-in the culti-
vation of land. Rice is the main crop grown he-
re and is entirely utilized for village consumpti- -
on. Cash crops are hardly grown for what of -
irrigation facilities and improved variety of see-
ds & fertilizers. In most cases vegetables are
grown for local use. A few sell their vegetables
in the Kasia weekly hat, which is held regularly.
The needed cash enters every household by
selling rice, brinjal, papaya, banana and few
livestocks in this market on every Wednesday -
& Saturday. Lentils are also grown. Tenant
families belonging to the different lineage often
- used  to cultivate jointly the lands that any
individual among them held on lease from
the land-lord. But at present after the intro—
duction -of land reform act in 1964, there
are only four households which are tenants.
All the households have their own land. A
popular changes in the agrarian structure have
been quitely accomplishing with a progressive
division in many family interests. Fruit trees
of all types native to the areas, suchas mango,
bel, guava. jamuno, jackfruit, banana and
papaya are found in the village. A few bamboo
clustures -are also found which is essential
for the roofs of the clay structures and the
‘walls. These bamboos are in great demand
and gives them cash in times of requirements.
Paddly cultivation starts, from June and
harvest is done in November-December.
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" Jand, 31-10-0 beghas, than other castes

besides his own labour and the crop is shared
equally. If one wants the entire produce the
cultivators are hired on a 'daily wages. Some-
times labour exchange is also the rule in the
village. There is acute shortage of water supply
and irrigation because of which the. peasants
have to rely completely on rain God. During
my visit, the rain God was mnot pleased; so
the pesants were nervous. But though late
the rain fell and the fields were full of paddy
cultivators. That was really a pleasant period
for everybody. Government had sanctioned
Rs. 75,000/-for the construction of cannal
from Ramnagar but villagers feel that the
local Panchayat is not serious on it and the
money is misutilized.

].and Tenure

. According to a old villager, the first
landlord of this village was Shyam Sundar.
It is said that during the time of Chandra
Samsher, he could not pay the land revenue,
so he ‘left the land to Bhagoti. It is only
after Sixties that land was gradually becoming
costlier. Tt is because, the malaria was com-
pletely eradicated, deforestation started and
the migration of the people from hill region
for want of land began during 1970’s.

Noie of the householder owns very large
quantities of land. The total area of the land
of 31 households in the village Baikunthapur -
in 1983 was only 81 bigha and 18 katha.
From the point of view of the ownership
of the land presently cultivated, it may be
stated here that the caste Kurmi has more
in
the village. As against this, other castes in

If villagers agree themselves -cultivation
can be done on share system. The owner
of the land supplies half the seeds and manure
or half their cost, while cultivator supplies
the other half and the plough and the bullocks

the village owned land comparatively  less.
The next castes which have more land in |
this context are Var and the Teli. Chamar .
(Tanner’s) has more land than other castes I

like Tharikar, Dhobi, Thakur and Kewat,

H
Hou
shib At
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 Land distribution among different castes in
Baikunthapur in 1983 is shown in the table I
below:—
Table I

Distribution of Land among different castes*

S.No. Name of the caste . Land owned
: : in bigha
1. Kurmi 31-10-0
2. Var 19-15-0
3. Kewat 2-0-0
4, " Teli (Gupta) 17-0-0
5 Thakur (Nau) 1-10-0
6. Dhobi 3-5-0
7. Tharikar 1-10-0
8. Chaman 5-8-0
Total 80-8-0

* Source: District land revenue office, Parasi
1983, September.

We see that agriculture is the . main
basis of the village economic system. The
circulation of the money is limited to a
minimum _ within the village, barter. and
exchange of services being common in the
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social relationships in the traditional way of
life.

The influence of the town is felt
and transmitted by the literate
members of the neighbouring village members:

. and the person who work at Parasi, which.

is the district headquarters. As the income from
land is not good and ‘the size of the land
decreases through continuous division, it is:
neéessary to bring in money from other sources.
So a few youths are tryingto secure a place:
in government offices, though even in a very’
lowest post.

Population

According to my census in the field.
period, the village has a population of 228.
persons with 116 males and 112 females. No
such great movement of population as com-
pare to other villages near east-west highway-
has taken place here.  The population is.
divided into eight caste groups. There are
mainly Kurmi, Teli and Var in great numbers..
The Vars are supposed to be the oldest
settlers here and they still claim it. The
following table II gives the clear picture of the:

past. Thus'status considerations determined population and caste structure of the village,
Table 11
Castes/Households according to Populatiou
S.No. Caste Household Population Total
: ' Male/Female
1. Kurmi 7 39 35 74
2. Var 8 32 25 57
3. Teli 5. 17 18 35
5. Thakur 1 9 3 12
6. " Tharikar 1 2 4 6
7. Kewat 1 2 3
8. Chaman 4 11 13 24
Total 31 118 110 228




Caste Hierarchy and Social
Position

“The peculiarity of this village is that
none Brahmin caste live here. Castes in this
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village only, and may vary from those in

other -villages. Moreover within this village

there are disagreement over these positions..

This feeling is found to be prevailing among
the castes thought to be of equal status.

village, as in other parts of the country, forms -

a hierarchy with the Brahmin at the top.
Sirce there is no Brahmin caste residing,
Kurmi caste comes- at the top. Then simul-
taneously in order, come Var, Kewat, Teli,
Thakur, Dhobi, Tharikar and Chamar. The
lowest caste at the bottom is Chamar (Sarki).
The castes at the bottom have food habits
and customs which are ceremonically unclean
according to Hindu retualistic notions. Tt is
said that Teli caste was recognized as lower

in status but when they gradually raise their

economic conditions they write themselves as
Gupta. So wealth plays pivotal role in moving
up of the status of the village community
at large. Chamar is the lowest castes in the
village which is also making conscious effort
to move up and their desire for a change
in social status is  recognized by the
rest of the community. The first step forwards
this. is the giving up of occupation thought
to be unclean. Such case has been noticed
among Chamars. Marriage within the village
is rare. Intercastes marriage is severely dealt.
Sccial interaction in the village is smooth.

- The hierarchy formed by the castes in
the village is given below thoug_h it is vague:—-

Kurmi

Var

Kewat

Teli (Gupta)
Thakur (Nau)
Dhobit (Washerman)
Tharikar

Chamar (Tanners)

po

v

® N A

These positions are judged on the basis
of the ceremonialand sccular values of this

Though there are no Brahmins, the.
work of the Brahmin is done from the man
from other village. He is a Brahmin migrated

from Palpa long time ago. He is the priest:
of all the residents over this village too. It
is said that he earns about Rs. 10,000/~
annually from ritual works only from various.

castes groups.

The caste groups in Baikunthapur are-
at the same time status group. In some -acti--

vities, e. g. political and economic, members.
of a caste do not always combine. ‘The
étrength of the castes between the members
always varies in status. But it differs aptly
in the sphere of ritual. A superior caste would.

not eat from the cooking pots, nor drinks.

from the hands of a caste which it regards
as inferior, nor would its members sit next
to the inferior people "in the unbroken line
when eating. Drinking and smoking follow

similar rules of exclusion. Those castes from

whom all will eat are higher than those from

whom none will eat. These features, of late.

are changing among the youths,

Caste was very intimately linked  to-
occupation. For each caste had a traditional
occupation. The villagers say that its members

did that work in the past, if not in the present.

so their doings proclaims their caste member--
ship.

Kewat was the only family which Ase
still to collect fish besides cultivation. Eere

. in this village all are small farmers not being.

able to produce more for want of irrigation
facilities. Thus we sce that the  agriculture

in this village is in general the preserve of




small and medium - owner cultivators. By far
the major part of the land is self-farmed
:and tenancies exist largely when the plot of
Jand is very small and the owner of outof
-the village.

:Personal Relations

The members of a caste  within the
village are first united by similarity of occu-
-pation, of rights in the land, of income and
.of ritual beliefs and practices. '

Other ritual symbols, fairs, festivals and
.ceremonies also unite the members in the

willage.

_ In the village one may use Kkinship terms
‘towards any with whom one has personal
contact regardless of caste or economic status.
.Consideration .is taken only of the person’s
.age and young children are specially taught
this habit.

Among people belonging to same caste
énd ¢conomic group kinship terms are applied
systematically to each member of the interac-
ting households. Friendship relations often
takes place between members of such closely
interacting households. Kinship ties ramify
“extensively in paternal and maternal lines.
‘The jbint family divides every  generation
and the lccal group of agnatic kin (kutumba)
lacks real corporate unity and is bound only
by the observation of death pollution. Houses
and .ancestral land are readily bought and
sold.

There-was a free primary school in the
village but it has been shifted to other village
because of the political reason in the year
2020 B.S. The children of the village go to
Unwatch Panchayat which is abour 3 - km.
away from here. Twenty-five boys and seven
girls go to primary school in Unwatch daily.
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There is only one young man in the village
who had passed S. L. C. examination in 1977.
He is teaching in a school at Losang. There
are two boys who have passed class ten. One
of them was working in  Nepal Malaria
Eradication Office tlil in 2032, He had to
left the job because of the quarrel in the
house regarding the dispute on the distribu-
tion of parental property.

Untouchables are allowed to fetch water

‘from the well or the tube-well if it is outside

the house. There are four hand-pipes and
only one well in the village. The water here
seems to have deficiency in iodine. Many
men as noticed are the victims of hydrosil
disease.

Religious Practices and Super-
natural Power '

The castes living in the- village are all
profound believer of Hinduism. However they
conceive of man as passing through life
surrounded by a ghostly company of powers,
elements, tendencies, mostly impersonal in

character, shapeless phantasms of which no

image can be made and no definite idea can
be formed. Some of them  presides over
cholera, another over fewer and another over

cattle diseases. Some dwell in trees and river-

side and forests, ponds and in plains. All
of them most be propitiated by reason of the
ills and evils. All the villagers believe that
beauty, health, and children, good harvest,
miseries and death are the effect of either
the grace or displeasure of supernatural power.
According to their traditions these customary
beliefs are the outcome of femine, bad agri-
cultural produce. Causes of death of their
cattles and livesstock, robbery of wealth and
all other misfortunes. which they believe are
the functions of these impersonal entities. '

In the village there is a big mango
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‘tree whose age is given as 40 years. Every
year during the ripening of the fruit when
people ride on that tree fall down and is
killed. Such accidents have occurred in the
past. The villager believe -that there lives a
wrestler’s spirit called Bagaha which catches
‘the persons and finishes them. During such
period all the boys boil cow’s milk and .pour
there and propitiate. The boys drink the
remainder milk after it boils, Villagers believe
‘that Bagaha also kills their cows and buffaloes,
5o they worship him with animal sacrifice
.annually.

The north corner of the village has a
place where the village shrine kotahi is said
t0 be in position. This kotahi goddess (Durga)
is worship during the month of Ashwin (Octo-
‘ber). At the south-end of the village there
lives the goddess Kali. She must be worshiped
every year by the villagers. Sacrifice of ani-
mals like, goat, fowls are offered for the
welfare of the villagers. There is also one
goddess of the castes Chamar. She is called
.as Chamaria devi. Though she is the goddess
of the Chamar only, othe villagers too worship
her because of her ferocity. If she becomes
angry all the domesticated. animals die. She
is offered a pig of 10 days old. Since animals
.are vital for agricultural life, they must be
-protected.

It is probable that in the past the

-primitive culture of the various castes inhabi-

ting in the village was largely based wupon
-what may be called as animism. But on
account of their coming in closer contacts
with the high castes Hindus, their gradual
-economic improvement and ‘freedons’ from
traditional bondage,spread of new ideas through
the radio, newspaper, cinema and increasing
-tate of political consciousness have together
-produced some effects on the old traditional
~way of life. The direction of change is radical
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and the psychology of people is in scarch.
of a new horizon for all round development-
cultural, social and economic in the village.

Attitude Towards Local  Leaders
and Panchayat ‘

Any offence, such as theft, adultory,
assualt, or encroachment on another’s land,
demands the attention of the Panchayat mem-
ber, who haul the culprit before an assembly
of Panchayats men and proceeds for the
agreement. The attitude towards the Govern-
ment is that it has not yet given them least
facilities such as electricity, education, drink-
ing water, health post and irrigation facilities.

~ The village is participating in Small
Farmers Development Programme  since
2038/39. The maximum they have profited

from it is a few loan. Agriculture Develop-

ment Bank gives them maximum loan of
Rs. 2000/-. The loan given seems not to be
sufficient and it is not properly utilized. There

is a lack of active participation and moti- .

vation from bank side.

The village lacks every thing fro meduca-
tion, health to irrigation and agriculture
facilities which is the main criteria for the
rural development in Nepal.
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A Vertebrate Fossil »Find in the

Kathmandu Valley

An interesting fossil find has come to
the noticc of Mr. J. L. Sharma, acting Direc-
tor General of the Department of Archaeo-
logy, H. M. G., Nepal, by a resident of
Bhadrabas village in the north—eastern Kath-
mandu valley.

A fragment of a lower, right bovine
jaw was 'brought to the Department by Mr.
Ram Hari Sharma Pudasaini, Thapadanda,Bha-
drabas. To see the locality from where the find

was made, the authors went to see the site .

with Mr. Ram Hari Sharma Pudasaini. The
site, where a fine section of upper Kathmandu
basin sediments is exposed, is situated NE
of Bhadrabas village after one leaves the
Sankhu road at Bramhakhel and takes the
jeep path to the north for 2.5 km. to Gagal-
gaon/Kageswari. About 1/2 km. north-east
of Bhadrabas a footpath leads to the edge
of the Mahadev Khola. The section, where
the fossil was found, is at 85°26’/27043,75",

The edge of the terrace into which the Maha-
dev Khola has cut its bed is 1360 m. at the
upper edge. The height of the section 'is
32 m. '

- G, Corvinus
~ Janak Lal Sharma

The fossil was found at the foot of the-
section together with some other bone material,
according to the farmers which, however could.

not be located anymore. The fossil must have
come from a dark grey clay lense as such
material was adhering to the bone.

Searching for more fossils we could

retrieve only a few fragments of bone from ]

a dark grey clay, 10 m. above the valley floor.
Another bone fragment, of a long bone, was:
found also at the foot of the section, embedded.
in a similar clay.

The steep erosional falaise exposes a
succession of dark grey to black clays and silts,
intercalated with lenses of rather unconsolrdated

sand and gravel, with many quartz-pebbles..

The top half exposes more _gravel, though
the very top is again a grey clay. A stream
must have intercalated gravels and sands in an.
otherwise swampy to lacustrine environment.
Several lignite seems full of plant material
(reeds, grass, branches, bark, leaf 1mpress1ons)
and black clay lenses indicate swampy and
heavily vegetated conditions. (Fig 1




The fossil consists of two right lower
molars M; and M,, of Bos namadicus and
a few bone fragments of the lower jaw,
‘which could befitted together again, (Plate 1)
It was embedded ina dark grey, coarse clay
matrix, similar to the dark clays in the middle
part of the section.

Fragments- of brittle bone found in the

clay at 10 m. above the valley floor testify
‘to the fossil content of these clays.

The identification could be done while
‘being with Dr. Badam in the Deccan — Col-
lege, Archaeological Dept. in Poona. The me-
asurements of the RMjare i H :6.1cm, w:
20cm,L:53 cm and it was identified as
Bos namadicus, a middle to Upper Pleistocene

bovid.
" A fluorine test was done to verify the
Pleistoczne -age. :
'The Fluorine content was 1.567%,
the Phosphorus content was 12 009,

100 F
———=57702
'P,0s

The ratio being above 5 indicates an age:

~ceftain1y older than Holocene.

The fossil record of the Middle to Upper
Pleistocene Bos namadicus
XKathmandu valley sediments adds a further
Pleistocene fossil to the previously recorded
-vertebrate fossils from the
Hexaprotodon  sivalensis, Arkodiscodan plani-
frons, Crododylus sp. (Gupta, 1975). steg-
odon ganesa (C. K. Sharma, 1973). They
have been found in hard clays overlying
lignites in lower Kathmandu valley sediments
near Chapagaon/Lokundol in the Nakhu Khola
(Fort & Gupta 1979). They indicate a Lower
Pleistocene age according to Gupta (1975)
and can be correlated with fossils of the Upper

from the upper’

valley, i. e. .'
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Karewas from Kashmir and the Pinjor
Formation of the Siwalik group, and could -
be dated to betwen 1 and 3 million years.

. Thus, the find of a later Pleistocene fossil
in the upper Kathmandu valley sediments
is of considerable stratigraphical significance.

A few 14.- dates of carbonized wood
from probable Upper Pleistocene levels of the
Kathmandu valley sediments are pointing to a
Late Pleistocene (latc Wurmien) age, but exact
stratigraphical details of these are not availa-~
ble. Yonechi (1973) records a date of 33

+ 6100

200 _ 3450 BP for peaty clays near Khajaht

village on a road cutting north of Kathmandu.
But the -stratigraphic position is unfortunately

not given. Boesch (1977) records a date 19
9704_-338 BP of a lignite at Phutang north

of Balaju at a height of 1355 m, 15 m deeper
than the roadcutting. But no other stratigra-
phical detail is given. V. Mitter (in Boesch,

+ 3220
1974) 5 ¥ 50gsBP

. from the upper. peat beds exposed on the
road to Sankhu near Gokarna (Agrawal et af
1967).

records an age of 29 11

These are only few and preliminary
indications of the Pleistocene age of the
Kathmandu valley sediments. It is, however,
not to be ruled out that Pliocene deposits
fill the valley floor below the  Pleistocene
sediments exposed along the recent cutting
of the Kholas.

Much further work, particularly of palae-
ontological, palaeomagnetic and geologicak
nature, has to be done on the Kathmandu
valley sediments to clarify the stratigraphic
succession of its deposits. '

The first author is currently carrying
out a geo-archaeological programme in the
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valley in co-operation with the Dept. of Archa-
cology, H. M. G. A significant amount of
-data has already been collected and particular
stress is being laid on detailed stratigraphical
investigations and first results of these will
be published at a later date. . The writers
‘would like to extend their thanks to the finder
-of the fossil, Mr. Ram Hari Sharma Pudasaini,
without whonse interest the find would have
never come to our notice.
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Fig. 1 : Bhadrabas Section, Kathmandu Valley.

Plate 1 & 2, Fig. 2 :a, b, ¢, RM; and RM, of
Bos namadicus  now vplaced at the
Natural History Museum Kathmandu.

Legend for Fig. 1 : a. light grey clay.

. b. light grey, coarse gravel.

c. grey clay.
d. medium to coarse grey-
gravel.

e. dark grey clay (with fossil
level); black clay band
with lignite and wood
at top.

f. fine, grey, cracked clay.
g. dark, coarse clay.
h. gravel lense.

i dark grey, coarse clay
with brittle bone frag-
ments found at 1, 20 m.
above gravel contact.

j.» medium gravel.

k. medium to coarse gravel.

Geology - of Nepal,
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_ Fig. 1
Bhadrabas Section, Kathmandu Valley
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NEPAL
{Continued) o
Two Months in Nepal
January-March 1898
Note book to sojourn '

The resultant of the forces is -exactly

represented by the distracted movements of
the pendulum when a. clock is  violently
pﬁlled towards one; oscillation to right and
left and violent projection forward and back-
ward. Beside the instructions are to go to
sleep or at least to be motionless. The least
_jérk ‘would break the equilibrium of the load
and the effort of the bearers; one fecls by
-degrees, and very soon, hurt all over.

At one o’clock halt or Hardia the last

British factory on the road. The 6wner, M.F....,"

advised - by Colonel Wylie, awaits me for
breakfast and dinner. He lives there, all alone,
aﬁ one league from Nepal at two from the
“Terai, exploiting indigo, a gun always loaded
keeps him company everywhere-a warning to

the indigenous and dangerous beasts. My host is

delighted as visits are rare on the road to Kath-
mandu and he attempts to retain me by the best
.and worst of reasons. I visit his factory. The
year had been disastrous: famine of indigo
as well as of grains and the competition of
synthetic indigo has brought down the prices.

~ Sylvain Levi

Here again (No need to close one’s eyes),
it is Germany that triumphs. ‘The indigo
buyers of Calcutta are German and they
came from October to January to regulate
the prices and then return to their country.

But Wylie has well cautioned me to avoid
the least delay. At 5 o’clock I ask to dine;
then I proceed on my journey. The cortege
forms again. Night falls; the expedition has
swelled by a mousalji, a lighter who brandishes

a long torch constantly so rayed over with.

oil. The precaution is not superflous; the
road bad enough as it gets worse, cut up
by bogs and quagmires in which the palanquin
lightly touches the surface of water. At
Raksaul we leave behind British territory and
Nepal commences with Gahawa. Orders have
been despatched everywhere; nowhere I am
stopped. -In passing the  guard-houses my
bearers fling the magical word “Sarkar”, and
that is enough. Sarkar means the Govern-
ment and everything connected to it and all
white men and even the servants of the white
men. And everywhere the long band of white
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dust between the very flat fields, they also
all of white dust and all this whiteness begins
to light up, dazzling under the rays of the
tardy moon. Cold settles down the damp and
penetrating cold of the Tarai that freezes the
bones before the skin. I bury myself deep
in my rezais and renounce the allurements
of the lunar countryside. I close my doors
and only half open them now and again in
order to observe the road. The incessant:
movement of load, cadenced by the painting
of the bearers in which appears to man a
long slavery of toils with now and again
heart-stirring syllables like our “dodo, baby
do”; it is: “sleep babu, sleep babu”. Unfor-
tunate people who work so hard and who
again lull their oppressors to sleep with their
cadenced songs. ‘

Here we are . in the jungle, the dreadful
jungle, strangely - mysetrious under this moon-
shine which illuminates the outskirts without
penetrating the deep shadows. At midnight
the cold is so intense that my .coolies stop.
They'].ight up fires on the road and volup-
tuously roast themselves. I profit by this halt to
shake myself up. To the right and the left two
elephants tied to the trees keep noisily all night
chewing twigs— supernatural silhouesttes surro-
unded by a moving envelopé of torn leaves.
We are among the Tharus the enigmatic Tharus.
Behind ‘a straw enclosure which symbolizes the
wall of private life, a woman sings an endless
melody and accompanies herself with a tam-
bourine. At midnight, with such a cold, what
is she doing ? An adoration an incantation ?
How to find out ? Enclosed in their retreat -
that nobody can transgress, these Thakurs do
not engage themselves in the neighbouring
factories. They live among themselves hide
even the secret of their language, address
themselves to strangers in Hindustani, suddenly
without anything betraying it, without a rise
in the grouud without a stray rock, without a
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pebble in this white dust, we are at foot of the
Himalays. It-is Bhichakoh, my first stage. It is.
3.30 a. m. :

- Kathmandu, 13th’ January 1898, 8 p. m.
- Decidedly one arrives at everything even at.
Kathmandu; time is only required. But I
take up again my account where I left
it, at Bhichakoh. Then, at Bhichakoh it is the
mountain that suddenly discloses itself like a.
change of spectacle; the pass crosses already
lofty hills on the outline of the mountains.
and that descend in abrupt slopes covered with
forests. The ground vanishes under pebbles and
tocks fallen down from the sides or come
down with the torrents . during the rainy
season, which is dreadful here. The path or
rather the itinerary, for there is no trace of
a path left, crosses a vast stretch of water,
river or tank, Iignore it; nignt robs me of
distant aspects. The pass narrows strangles
itself between imposing slopes, dripping with
dew; between the vast circus of stones that
rise in successive stages, the pzith ascends.
steeply on a soil slippery with damp sand:
solitary cottages cling here and there to the
slope of the mountains, meagre sheltér of
twigs in which the shepherds warm themselves
close to large fires. On this Jane which crumbles.
to dust under foot, move procession of chariots
pulled by bulls; nearly all of them carry
‘tins’ of kerosine. Decidedly I shall be able to-
get some light in Kathmandu. Day downs so.
white that it mingles with the shine of the

~ the Moon, but it grows quickly and penetrates.

triumphantly in the thickets that stopped the
Moon. i :

I step on the ground to  relieve my
bearers. After passing the few huts of Chiriya,.
the valley opens and the foad, large, easy
and sandy as desired, appears like a park.
avenue shaded with giant trees with heights
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of between 1500 to 2000 metres in the disfcance.
We ' cross a bridge thrown over a pretty deep-
tones and limpid torrent which my bearers
«<all- the Kori. The bridge is only a light
‘wooden foot-bridge; the bulls ford the torrent.
We reach the Dharmasala of Hetauda where
another sepoy relieves the one who had accom-
panied us from Bhichakoh. The coolies soon
light up a straw fire; the straw is frozen with
dew and we move again onwards. The path
now crosses the Rapti and follows the middle
of an enormous valley which the wooded
heights seem to close in without an outlet.
All' along to the right and left, changing the
path into a great road are the Hetaura shops
of grain liquor, hookahs, cloth mercery and
pottzry merchants. The Hindu banyan has
disappeared. It’s all finished with India. The
men are now mountaineers, small, thick—set,
snub-nosed, with thick well separated lips
disclosing large yellow teeth. Their
black and almost closely cut, the face flat
large and wiih protruding cheek-bones, a
little hirsute beard on the chin with a fairly
good moustache coarse and drooping at the
corner- of the lips. The women are smaller
yet y=llower again the arms and legs massivern
the bust splendidly opulent the head uncovered,
the ebony black hair shining with oil, carefully
smoothed, falling in long pliits orraised in
2 twist on the top of the head, strangely
Japanese looking and yet so close to the
Mayadevi, to the Sita and to the Damayanti.

We come.out of the circus by the defile
through which the Rapti flows and the path
follows the course of the torrent, clinging
1o the mountain sides-these are well mountains
now—embracing all their sinousities. A halt on
the banks of the Samri crossed - again by
the pretty foot-bridge; we separate on a flat’
surface and all-along the stream, proceed with
a summary toilet; Ihurry on with my break-
fast and at 10 a. m. again we resume the

hair is ‘ ]
' of the most beautiful azure-skies.
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- journey. The torrent reduced to its minimun.

yet. thunders and makes a - pretty noise at the-
bottom of the ravine. We have climbed already;.
Bhichakoh. is only at a. height of 990" feet;.
330 metres; the bridge of the Samri is 1600
feet high, more than 500 metres. Hamlets are
built cn the edge of the road, hidden-:«imong
the - rocks on all flat surface; when the slopes
lenghten,villages throng together all smilin g sur-
rounded by cultivations, and that climb higher
and higher still,towards the 2000 metres(6500ft.)..
And always the torrent that growls and foams
and breaks against the lofty rocks that have
fallen down. The Sun is high up now it
penetrates into the ravines. On the divine,
the incomparable glow, prettier still than on
the dry and dusty plains, in this atmosphere
so pure in which a thin vapour floats shading:
off the roughness of the
robbing the “horizon of its distinctness, illumi-
nated deep in its. shadows by the resplendence -
I found
here again. under ditferent forms the intoxi--

cating joys of colour which the Red Sea had.
made me feel once.

. The path ends at Bhimpedi (3660 ft.,
1200 metres) in a culde-sac; heigits around
descend everywhere perpendicularly. Good-bye:
the palanquins;I settle them all- Kahars (palan--
quin bearers) coolies and sepoy with gratifi-
cation and I place myself in. the hands of
Nepalese. The Kahars, coolies and a sepoy
came from Kathmandu with a dandj for me

and less commodious for the use of Francesco..
My dandi, a dandi of great luxury s very
exactly a canoe; at the prow and at the

stern poles ‘are passed through; two men in.
front and_two in the rear and fur the rest .
let us believe (or reckon) with the laws of stable

equilibrium; my francesco has an ordinary
jolly boat and again a cloth one, in the manner-
of a hammock or shroud with the same system

of suspension. Here the people are Hindus..

outlines without
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“The benedictions traced in red lead on the
-wall of houses and in the shops are adora-
tions to Ganeca, Krishna and Sarasvati. I
‘learn- for two days I have only spoken
Hindustani - that Bhimpedi owes its name to
Bhima. The temple of the village ordinary
-square shut out with walls, adorned the temple
of Bhimasena, Bhimpedi has quite a small
.chapel with a certainly anciant statue of
Laksmi Narayan. The god and goddess hold
‘each other amorously and Garuda is at their
~feet. I partake of a summary meal  in an
-empty shop and fully enclosed-happy presage
with the plank of cases in which is despat-
ched from America (New-York. N. S.) the
-precious and economical kerosine oil.

Besides half of Bhimpedi is built with
these planks. The bearers
replace the bull—chariots do not care to carry

a useless load. From here to Sisagarhim a

tough (stiff) climb on a rough and flinty road,
constantly running perpendicularly. In  two
‘miles or three stiff kilometers, one climbs from
3660 feet to 5875 from 1200 to 1900
meters and under a warm Sun of 35 (centi-
grade) without any appearance of shade.
‘My bearers will not tire themselves. I do the
journey on foot. Francesco, who undergoes
the trail of the mountain; lies doleful in his
‘hammock, crying out fever. And all along
‘this rough climbing street-porters succeed one
-another groups of between forty and fifty men
pamfully drag canalization pipes destined for
“Kathmandu; if -this is the only road towards
Kathmandu as the Nepalese feign to make
‘believe, they can sleep in rest. One climbs
under the canoms of the fort of Sisagarhi
‘which dominates the valley of Bhimpedi and
.commands the pass. In the precincts (enceinte)
of the fort, a small bungalow had been erected
for the use of the resident; the affair is very
primitive besides; for bed a plank; in fact for
-.other pieces of furniture a table and two

. forest -

who from now.
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chairs. On the express request of Colonel
Wylie, the bungalow is open for me; the
Gurkha sentinel presents arms to me; the
officers with jewelled badges fallin line and
I take possession of my room,my cage oOr
my prison cell. Colonel Wylie has well reco=
mmended me to remain in the bungalow; he
has done so himself; the least curosity, the
least out of the way behaviour, will brand
you as a spy. h -

It is 4.30 p. m., the Sun sets deep down
the valley, disappears behind the heights; clouds
and light mists also descend on the summits
and stretch out towards the branches. The
climbs to the very pinnacle; against
the bungalow a plantain (banana) tree Spreads
its ample and delicate ‘foliage. Night arrives,
scintillating with stars, but coldish. This mor-
ning at 7 o’clock my thermometre records
30 (centigrade) and I get numbness of the .
fingers while gather_iﬁg flowers. Another night
reduced to its simplest expression. This mor-
ning,. I wake up when day has already dawned:
Hasty breakfast each one takes his.load and
blowing on my reddened fingers, I climb at
a gallop the pass of Sasagarhi : 6500 ft:, 2500
metre. O, unforgettable spectacle and all so
sudden. In front of me, the flank descends
vertically in the ‘foliage; ahead scorched slopes
(slopes that face the south scorched ' and .
parched by the Sun are here without verdure);
far below again the large and sullen torrent
and what a view of the horizon; an enormous
line of frozen summits. A precipitous descent’
covered at a gallop takes us. to the bank of
the torrent, the Panoni; the path follows the

~bed of the torrent turning and twisting (or

meandering) round every rock-wall; the cultures
climb the slopes and -the hamlets are pretty
houses of ome, two or even three stories with
curved roofs and the frames of doors and .
windows of sculptured wood. I can see speci-
mens that would do honour to any museum,
lost here in these mountain recesses.
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Towards 10-0°clock, the path leaves the
torrent, -ascends in a steep climb . alongside
the Chandragiri and ends in the cul-de-sac
.of Chitlong at 6125 -ft., 2000 metres. Halt at
the dharmasala. A caravan of Tibetans,
‘Tibetans  from  Tibet "pass on their

‘'way to Calcutta, living and speaking tableau

of these continuos penetrations that history
-does not record. They would be hardly recog-
nisable among the Gurkhas without their
‘felt hats shaped like a cone all round with
-short and upturned brims; the women are
-almost identical to those of this place features
-deportment opulence’ of flesh hair head-gear,
-adornments but the complexion is of a deeper
yellow, clearer, less tanned. Reached Chitlong
-at 11:30 a.m. We remain their only an hour
dnd onwards again towards the pass of Chan-
-dragiri 1600 ft., 500 metres to climb on a
perpendieular slope, but through -the forest.
At 2p.m. we reach the summit; 7700 ft,
‘more and 2500 metres with 350 in - the Sin
-and a lovely verdant forest. The whole valley
-of Nepal lies at my feet. Kathmandu, Patan,
Bhatgaon occupy the East; everywhere at the
further and on the slopes villages and culti-
vations. and East to West above the encir-
cling mountains, a continuous lines, uninter-
‘rupted, without a branch of white peaks snows
-or ices that entirely close the horizon. Here
they are quite close, three or four valleys to
«cross and beyond on the other side, Tibet,
-a piece of China.

The descent into Nepal would be imprac-
ticable without a staircase it has been found
“necessary, from top to bottom on a height
of 700 metres, to build rough steps. Francesco,
‘the unfortunate Francesco himself must alight,
‘The valley of Thankot is reached and 14
kilometres of even road lead to Kathmandu.
1 jump into my dandi and my bearers carry
me at a run. Icross the Bisnumati and dis-
daining the road for the resident that turns
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round the town, I cross through the bazar,
the bearers shouting, elbowing, pushing and
overthrowing in the narrow streets. At 4.15 p.m.
I reach the bungalow.

Friday 14th January- today compulsory
meditation. All I saw- of Kathmandu were

"the four wall of the garden surrounding the

bungalow. The person executed by persuation
was’ already known; I am- the - prisoner
by inducement. This morning, towards
9 o’clock, Captain Sahib Bhairab Bahadur sends
a havildar to ask me at what time I would
be able to receive him. Captain Sahib is by

- right of heritage, as were his father and

grand-father, the regular messenger beiween
the Residence and the Darbar. I propose to
him. 10 o’clock he arrives at 11 a.m.” Morning
lost awaiting him.

> Charming manners, almost impressive of
a galantsoldier. Wéll, now everything at your
disposal. Do you want ? Do not stand -upon
cercmony. And what more ? And I repeat to
him what he knows already from my first
for a pass, then from Colonel Wylie, then
again from the letter which Colonel Wylie gave
me for him and which I addressed to him
as soon as I arrived my intention, my schemes
the haste which I have to begin. “But certainly,
I request you to consider me as a friend.
A pony ? You will have it. And also two
sepoys to guide and help you (the pretty
disguise the police assumes here). And I shall
proceed to interview the temporary Maharaj
S0 as to arrange for an interview between
him and you. You are tired with the journey,
it is so ardous of course not-O yes rest is
essential rest for to-day; to—morrow I shall
arange everything.” To-morrow the eteraal
to-morrow of the East. A word to the wise
is sufficient. I only have to reign myself and
to walkup and down in my little house and
garden. '




Furtunately I have a . companion in
captivity, Babu " S Mitra who represents alone
at this moment the whole personal of the
Residence a Bengali, corpulent, chubby, hairy
and bearded, member of the Sadharan Brahmo
Somzj, bachelor, freed from the prejudices of
caste, educated in English, fed with “quotations
from Shakespere and .- who by  delegation
represents here my Providence in the name
of the Wyles. He has by order and also by
personal friendship, managed my house quite
tastefully, small  dining room, bureau-hall-

room; a writing desk with everything
needed for = writing; sleeping room; a
cloth ~ strecthed on  four wooden legs-

the beds in its simplest form; bathing com-
partment. It is again Mitra who sends me
the vegetables and the preserves of the Resi-
dence which Madam Wylie has placed at my
disposal. It appears that only mountains do
not meet; I have come to doubt even this
exception. In this semi—capacity at 4700 feet
of altitude, in the heart of valley enclosed
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by the Himalaya, isolated between India and
China sole representative of Europe, I meet.
an acquaintance. Mitra knows me, knows that
I am versed in Sanscrit, that I am married
that I have at least a son, and what else
does he not know ? What so much glory
and r.nown. Only this : Mitra has been for
six or seven years the agent of Pratap Chandra
Roy; whilst this honest man was travelling.
great task of moral rejuvenation and proposed.
as an ideal to the new generations the old
Sanscrit epopee of the Maha-Bharata, Mitra
wrote the letters signed by Pratap; he has.
writien to me as to many others and he has.
naturally read the replies. He would willingly
spend the day chatting. Very curious of the
West, that he dreams to visit, keen observer
well informed on Nepal where he has dwelt
for five or six -years; he had made in the
garb of a pilgrim the journey of Muktinath.
that I will not be able to do; my complexion .
is too fair.

(To be Continued)
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