Terracotta Human Figurines from
- Tilaurakot : The Ancient Kapilvastu

Tilaurakot, named after the mauza of
“Tilaura’ in which the ‘Kot’ (mound, forti-
fied mound) is located, lies about three fourth
km. to. the west of the village-habitation of
Tilaura, which in turn, is situated near Tauli-
hawa bazar in the Nepal Terai. The site is
characterised by roughly a pentagon in plan
encircled by a wide moat and brick rampart,
and teemed‘witha large number of palatial
and religious edifices. The chronology of the
habitation as published by the Department
of Archaeology is divided into five periods
and thirteen layers of human  depositions,
beginning from P. G. ware period to the time
of Kushanas viz 8th or 1lth cen. B. C. to
the 2nd or 3rd cen. A. D.

Important and numerous archaeclogical
antiquities found in the excavations at Tilau-
rakot, the érchaeological research by P. C,
Mukharjee during the 19th century and the
available evidences found during that excava-
tion together with the evidences thrown up
by the continued research and. excavation in
Tilaurakot undertaken by the Department of
Archaeology of His Majesty’s Government
makes it abundantly clear that Tilaurakot is, in

-Sarala Manandhar

fact, the ancient city of Kapilavastu. There are
also many reliable and dependable grounds to-
prove Tilaurakot as ancient Kapilavastu.

The antiquities found from Tilaurakot.
excavations since 1962 to 1972-73 were brought.
to the promises of the department in- the
Singha Durbar, but unfortunately gutted into
the disastrous fire of the month of July 1973..
However, a good number of antiquities were
salvaged. Among them, some terracotta human
figurines were also recovered, though™ some
burnt, discoloured or partly damaged  still
retain their original features. By the study
of these figurines everyone will be compelled.
to appreciate the gift of life and  culture
achievement of the Sakyas, of Kapilavastu.

Dr. V.S. Agrawal has rightly expressed.
his view that “whatever be the heights of"
metaphysical and moral thought attained by
a people, the measure of their greatness is
more truly reflected in those formal elements.
of culture which are comprehended in the

- term art.”

The earliest terracotta figurines of"

the time bound series in India according to
Dr. S. K. Saraswati appear to be those in
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which the faces are found to be
from moulds with the hair, hair-dress, and
even the ears separately made and added.
The additive technique in terracotta art seem
to be persistent up to the Maurayan Period.
'Mouldmgs and. drscrplmed contours of . phy81-
m Terracotta ﬁOurmes reached therr
__'pelfectton on}y in Shunga: prelod

ML, Babu Kr1 hna Rrjal in' h1s book
}Archaeologzcal Remams of Kapzlavaslu Lum-
“bini, Demdaha, has shown a short panorama of
- the excavated terracotta figurines 1 from Tmaura-
kot wrth the dafe begmnmg from “the Pre-Mau-
- rayan time. to the Kushan. period.. - He has illus-
- “trated two female busts as Pre—Maurayan
 figurines? (Pl D. Whereas ‘Mr. Tara Nanda
Mishra in his report pubhshed in thé Journall

of Department of Archaeology has classrﬁed’»
the tiurhan ‘ﬁgurmes from Kapllavastu “itito-

‘three . periods - as’. they represent the - features

- and. forms of thé three  different schools -of:
art fraditions which were adopted by the people.-
'I‘he art. schools they represent are Mauraya,:
Shunga and’ Kushanas...On : the. basis . of: the:

excavated human ﬁgurmes it is safe: to accept.
the: c1assrﬁcatlon iof Mr.-

so. far :

i

Md“iay;ﬁ Figurines

(Pl. 2A) Maurayan terracota figurines were
made mostly by hands. The decorations were

done with the suitable clay bands __which ‘were

applied seperately.The ears seperately made and
added with heavy l'ump of clay shaped ear
pendent; the ornaments were all separately
fashioned and applled Sometimes decora-
tion over the body are also found to be done
with the help of wooden pins. The face is
ovalish, beautiful and handsome as well as
expressive with prominent nose, less ornaments,

impressed -

Tara Nanda Mrshraf
here. : HoWever we -stitl - hopz ‘to.find more®
human ﬁgurmes earher than the ﬁgurmes found

Ancient Nepal

wide forehead, elongated eyes and fleshy
lips indicating the Sakyan beauty. There are
also some female figurines made only up to the
breasts. Maurayan figurines found from this
site are either fully baked or partly baked. They
are made of fine levrgated clay. There is one
un1C1ue example of Maurayan terracotta bust of :
a lady with moulded head and-the other parts
of the body hand modclled whrch can be 111us—

: trafed as one of ‘the best ptece (PL ZB)

Shunga Fxgurmes

- (PL3A & 3B) Large number of Shunga figuri
nes have been drscovered from the excavations.
These ﬁourmes are all’ moulded, have more
ornamentation, possess differént. types of hair—
dressmgs ‘and’ harr corﬂ"ures (Pl 4A) They are -
flat and thin, as they are moulded Some of the,
plaques have -also suspension “holes, probably
for hangmg them on the walls for house deco-
ration (Pl '4B. Some ‘are- executed in low
flattened relief while others come out of the
background - in fairly hlgh rehef ‘Unlike “the’
Maurayan ﬁgurmes the Shun ga ﬁgurlnes have no
ﬁmshmg or-decorations on ‘the back -side. The‘
terracotta. p]aque ‘has reached in pérfectlon in’
mode}hng as well as in drscrplmed physrcal
con’tours as usual‘to’ the care - of | every conven-'
tronal Shunga terracotta art, Well burnt terra-"
cotta plaque palnted m dark red—shp is assrgned
to this period. .

Kushan Figurines

‘ (PL 5) The number of Kushan figurines
are less than that of Shunga period. One
can trace the great deterioration in terracotta
art during this period, while observing the
figurines. (PL 6A) It may be due to the produc-
tion of stone sculptures at Mathura and
Gandhar. All the pieces produced are of crude
workmanship, showing negligence in the use
of mould and a reversal to hand-made form.
The clay is mixed. with lot of husks and the
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Plate No.

(4) Shunga Figutine
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Plate No. 4 Ancient Nepal  : -
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Plate No.5 - " | ' _ - Ancient Nepal
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Plate No. 6 Ancient Nepal

(B) Kushan Figurines
Negam Type




Terrac'otta.

figurines are rll—ﬁred The welght of the
picces are also less when compaled ‘1o the'

bulging eyes, prrcked eye-balls promment
cheeks and pomted chin. 1ts ; nose ‘is marked’
w1th thickly plnched ‘and’ p1n—holed ‘Aostri
The Kushan human ﬁgunnes from . Tllaurakot

Negam type of terracottas 81mply representlng

“

S.No. R.No. Site . : Object

: ,.f_vfi‘?err:acotta;vHuman'-%’Figurinesf-‘n Year 2918V S .

site, whrch is assigned to the I{_;usha_n _period
'.-?(Pl 6B). R
Maurayan and Shunga ﬁgunnes '_-"'.There 1s no'_ T :
delicacy or any expression in face It has mcrsed

he abOVe mentloned terracotta human
ﬁgurmes grve an. 1dea 1ot only of the artis-

~-tic-skill of the artists ,.but_also ' throw’ light
ng the socw—cultural
-t ¢ then times in respect-o

display the fan—hke headgears or there 18 a knot and Jewellery

of hair tied over.the head The female ﬁgurmes_ L
dare with heavy ornaments 1n therr ears The_ .

eliefs - _and fashlon of
ress halr-dressmgs

The Tei'racotta Human ﬁgurmes of Tilau-

“-_r"’!kot Whlch have been I corded and classrﬁed
- after. they Were rescued from~Smgh Durbar

the human anatomy, have a1.50 found from thls f"-f__ﬁre are,glven below : Fore

Ly e
TR

v Materzal_.:'-. ; Remarks
1. 32 . TLK.. . . Female figunne T erracotta;' - Shnnga enod
2. 35 ', ° . Mother and-child PONOR S
3.0 42 ’ o Female figurine . Upper pa"ft '
4. 43 » B » 2 Lower part
5 44 . v Portien of a figurine ’ L
6. 50 » - .. Oblong plaque . - o : oo .. ..  Female figurinz
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12 Ancient _Nepah

Selected Terracotta’ Human Figurines

R.No. S.No. Site Object : Material
7 1 TLK  Image of goddess padma-shree (Shunga period) Terracotta.
28 2 ” Image of mother with child (Shunga period) ”

29 3 » Kushan figurine - >
30 4 ” Female figurine of Shunga period ' ”
31 5 ” Human head of Kushan pd. ”
2 6 » ” ” » ' ”
33 7 ” Man with parrot (hegd missing) Shunga period ”
34 8 ” Lady with parrot (Shunga period) _ ”
35 9 » Human figurine with head and leg missing (Mauryan period) »
36 10 ” Human figurine with leg missing (Shunga period) ”
37 11 ” Female figurine (Defaced) Kushan period ”
38 12 ”? " Human head with peak on the head (Kushan pd.) ”
3% 13 ”? Female head of Kushan pd. »
40 14 ” Human figurine (up to bust) of Kushan pd. »
41 15 ” Female figurine (up to bust) of Mauryan pd. 3
42 16 » Female figurine (up to bust) of Mauryan pd. »
43 17 ? Female figurine with rubbed face of Mauryan pd. ”

Itisto be noted that ateam of Rissho 2. Studies in India art - V.S. Agrawal.
University of Japan had also conducted evcava-

tions in Tilaurakot from 1967 to 1977. As a
result, they have published altogether one-hun- 4. Excavation of Tilaurakot and Exploration

3. A Survey of Indian Sculpture-S.K. Saraswati..

dred fourteen (114), terracotta human figurines in the Nepalese Tarai — Debala Mitra.
in their ‘Nepal Archaeological Research Report’
Vol. I1 5. Archaeological Remains of Kapilvastu,

Lumbini. Devadada — Babu Krishna Rijal.
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