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- Recent Archaeological Discoveries in
the Central Asia

Archaeological investigation carried out
in the Central Asia during the Soviet period
have brought tc light a number of arach-

aeological sites and archaeological cultures,.

due to which a new picture has emerged as
to the contribution of local people to the
development of the world civilisation. It
has been proved that the initial human
settlement of the Central Asia goes back to
at least 800-500 thousand  years before
present (sites in the Uzboi River valley and
in the Kopet-Dagh Mountains). The efflores-
cence of Early Agricultural civilisations in
the South Turkmenia occured in the course
of 6th-4th millenia B. C. On this basis a
local civilisation of the Amncient Near
Eastern type (Altyn-depe) has emerged
during the 3rd mill. B.C. The secend stage
of the efflorescence of ancicnt cultures in
that area has'occurcd during the time span
ranging from 3rd century B.C. to 4th
century A.D., when there developed several
centers of urban type civilisations  which
cultures combined ancient traditions and
achievements of Hellenism (Bactria, Parthi a

_Y. M. Masson
-V.I.. Raspopova

Margiana, neighbouring Chorezm). At last,.
the third stage coincides with the Middle
Ages. The outstanding sites of that time in
Bukhara and in Samarkand are well known.
Nonetheless, the excavations have unveiled
the  Sogdian culture of 6th-8th centuries-
A.D., which was the basis of the subse-
quent development. The  Department of
Central Asia and Caucasus of the Leningrad
Branch of the Institut of Archacology, Acad-
emy of Sciences of the USSR in collaboration :
with the Academies of Sciences of Uzbeki-
stan, Turkmenia, Tadjikistan and Kirg-
hizia carries out systematic investigations of
key-sites belonging to all three epochs

Altyan-depe dwelling site is  situated.
near the village of Miana in Southera Turkm-
enia; now'it is a huge hill . its size reaching.
25 ha. The magnitude of archaeological depo-
sits there is about 30 meters. The earliest.
houses of prehistoric farmers have been . built.
there during the 5Sth mill. B. C. The conse-
quent - deposits reflect a gradual evolution
of a communal settlement into a center of a
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protourban type. The size of the Altyn-
depe scttlement has' drastically increased by
" the end of thc 4th beginning of the 3rd
mill. B. C., when the foundation for the sub-
sequent urbanisation was laid. At that
time . the site was surrounded by a mud-
brick wall with rectangular towers. Beautiful
painted pottery, impressive terracotta figurines
representing feminine fertufility goddess were

. manufactured. The middle of the 3rd" mill.

B.C. marks a considerable.’ -terch"nolog'icavl

. progress ; the potter’s wheelis in full use. A

marginal section of settlement excavated
~ beyond the outer wall d_isplays small temples
of rectangular planning with sacral hearths
in thc central rooins, which were successfully
constructed- in the life-time of several gene—
rations. Collective tombs in form .of oval-
shaped mud-brick constructions with vault
ceiling’ were situated nearby. The main
gates of the city at that time were flanked " by

two pillions decorated by pilasters. By -the’

end of the3rd mill. B.C. the Altyn-depe

2 civilisation .reached its climax. The . city

“Genter was formed by a.temple . assemblage.

‘ ~ with a magnificant stepped pinnacle resembl-
ing the Sumerian ziggurats. The assemblage:

included a priest’s tomb which contained
ritual objects, including “golden bull’s and
‘wolf’s heads. Theré are bronze and silver
seals; they are cither, cross-shaped, or repre~
sent animal figures- panther, goat, eagle,
fantastic three-headed dragon. There existed
close links with the Harappan - civilisation
of the Indus valley. Excavations have pro-
duced Harappan ivory goods, and a seal
with an inscription made in a Protoindian
script. ' '

A syanthesis of wvarious traditions is
clearly expressed in the culture of the
comparatively poorly studied state of the
Ancient World, that of Kushana (1lst-4th

2 Ancient Nepal . ..

centuries  A.D.). Bactria, the northern - pro-
vinces .of which are situated within the
southern regions of the present-day Uzbe-
kistan,-and Tadjikistan, was the place of origin
and an important tcenter of "the . Kushana
state. Zar-tepe, situated near the modern town-
ship, of Anghor 90 kms south of Termez, was a
typical Kushana site. The town featuring a clear
square planning, was founded on.the eve of
the emergence of the Kushana -~ state, pro-

“‘bably during " the 1st century B. C. The town-

surrounded by defence walls with scmioval -
mud-brick towers reflected all the stages of .
the progress and the subsequent gradual down- .
fall of the Kushana empire. Thz uppermost
layers of the town dating back to the 4th
beginning of the 5th cen. A. D. arc studied
on a large scale. A" palace containing several ,'
official rooms - decorated by numerous col- °
umns - was situated .in the middle “of the
town. A block of dwellings stretched along '
a main thoroughfare followed up at a dista—"
nce of 120 m was excavated on a large
area. Some of the houscholds flanking the’
street formed clusters comprising Sto8°
rooms intended for living and for wvarious
economic activities. The standard of living of -
town-dwellers was sufficiently high. Excavations -
revealed more that 300 Kushana coins, high"
quality pottery decorated by reliefs depict-
ing among other motifs, lion heads, a bronze
medalion with a bust of Huvishka, 2 Kushana
ruler.” Various bone objects usually inter—
preted-as styles' (ancient writing implements)
are often ornamented by tips in shape of
human hand or horse head, The last element
denotes long standing traditions of the Kush-
ana state, founded by nomndic tribes having
conquered settled oases of the Bactriana
during the 2nd cen. B.C. The spread of the
Buddhist sites reveals existence of cultural
kings with India. The Buddhist sanctiary =
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¢ Zarntepe a living block, stick on a jar, the bronze medalilion with the depwtxon of the king
Huvxshka { IV-the mlddle of the V century B. C.)
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Altin-iepe, a temple (a second half of the I11 Zar-tepe, A living block, a clay bull

millenium B.C.) ( IV-the middle of the V century B.C.)

l Altiri;‘de;')e,"ét brorize zoomorphic seal ( the Pendjikent. A chalcedony seal with the, depiction
beginning of the II millenium B.C.) of a man-bull,
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Pendjikent. A man depiction scratched on the body of a clay
) vessel before baking, ( The first quarter of VIII century A.D'.)

P—em_ljike.n_t.‘A'stone weight ( The first quarter of the VIII century A, Di-)
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contazmng a gllded clay statue of Buddha was
" uncarthed at Zaife
Kushana sculptur
Indian and Helleni
The ancient tow

at the outscirts of
name (Tadjik SSR
of the Sogdians “ffom 5th to 8th cent: 'A.D.
Objects of monumentalart, wall: pamtmg ‘in.
the first place, are of umversal renown. No

qually reveals ]1rks w1th
tradmons. ’ ’

modern town of the same

less important are other discoveries providing -
multifaceted characterlsucs of the Sogdians,”

a people which spoke one .of the Eastern—
Iranian dialects.
Pendjikent focused on 6th-8th cen.
period of time pootly recorded in written
sources, which finished in the Arabian con-
quest. Among the investigated town structures
one may quote: city walls, streets, bazaars
with their stores and work-ships, water supplies,
multi-roomed two and even three-storied
houses of wealthy people, small, but also
-two-storied houses of common city-dwellers,
two temples, a citadel with a ruler’s palace,

LENINGRAD, 1983

pe.. Clay * and’ a]abaster_ wall

’ ha) whlch has’ been:
L standard of the urb‘
p:_of Pendjikent is s1tuated-‘-

t was the eastermost city

.whlch upper stores with:. -
Tooms were _sltuated. Wajl—pamtmg decorated
not only ‘palaces and te_m_bles, but numerous

New 1nvest1gat10ns ‘of " the
A.D_.,_ a

40% of the intra-
face.'being about 13.5
ied, revealed a high
ture. Monumental
""eom_“pliated wooden
O:fi' unbaked clay or
with - uninterrupted
orridors; mnarrow
) by vaults above
- $tore and living-

ceﬂmgs were made
of -mud- bmcks Street_
houses wa]ls resem:
lanes were often c_

pri_vate “houses as well. High quality painting
represent  divinities; scenes of every-day life,
mythological scenes, illustrates literary works.
The Sogdlan painting with its refined mann—
erism is a direct predecessor of the medieval
miniature of the East. Among the findings
one may (quote intcriptions in the Sogdian
language. The vessels carried . signs denoting
volume. Inscriptions in  Syrian and Arabic
languages were also found. Among the
artistic objects found  at Pendjikent, carved
géms containing represeritations of mytho—
logical creatures are of particular interest.




Mbnumfent's. of Nepa

Nepal is a small country hidden = on

the lap of mighty Himalayas. In a -poet’s’

imagery, as in practice,sheis comparable to

the crowning jewel of the mighty Himalayas. '

~ Nepal’s history and civilisation and her
very soul are now greatly revealing themselveg_
to kindred spirits and responding to the soft
and sympathetic touch of the proper chord
in the heart. Its proximity to India and Tibet

also combine to make it a country of great
cultural wealth, indeed,_ a living . museum. .

The monuments of Nepal are renowned
throughout the world and a source of attra—
ction and delight for any visitor from

outside.

Perhaps the most remarkable aspect
of Nepalese cultural heritage is the smaliness
of its actual limits. A few traditional styled
temples have been built inthe¢ larger prov-
incial settlements of central Nepal and an
occasional copy, (the result of the whim of
the some rich merchants) can be scen in the
foot-hills of the Himalayas. However, the
major monuments have been concentrated in
Kathmandu valley- it-self..~Now-a-days the
exquisite craft of the Nepalese style is reco-
gnised far beyond the confines of the valley,
in fact, even beyond Nepal, but the valley is

: -Mrs. Sarala Manandhar

considered as its source and home.

The face of Nepal is changing  very
fast during the Jast two decades in the natural
pace of events. Old barriers are falling  apart
and new milestones are being covered quickly.
Even her ancient architecture can not expect
to save it-self from the forces of progress
that area on the move, for in matters of
practical utility there is no room for senti-
ment or blind adherence to tradition. While
marked variations in quality "and deceration
can be discerred in the building details, it is.
probable that the actual building  styles have
undergone little alteration, apart from the
more marked cultural changes that coincided.
with the advent of the first major western
influence during the Rana rule. During  the-
period of only 100 years approximately 50
large'palace estates were constructed as pri-
vate dwellings, most of which are ‘now used
as government offices.

One of the biggest factors in  shaping
Nepal’s destiny, as of any country has been
her geography throughout its history. The
geographical configuration of Nepal has
enabled ‘to build up her own. type of
architectural history whichis in indigenous.
in character. The monuments of Nepal are.




Monuments ..

mostly living and we are proud of it.

Nepal has preserved an extensive variety
of archifcctural styles like temples (Plate No.
1 A) monasteries, stupas, chaityas (Plate Ne.1B)
pati ( way-farer’s rest house ), powhas ( large)
pati ), dhunge-dharas (Plate No. 1 C) (enclosed
and stone-spouted fountain ), private houses

and palaces. Each different type of structure

has its distinctive character and utility but is
linked with one another by common ties of
techinque and style. Bricks, wood, clay, and
clay tiles, are the main construction mater
ials of Nepalese monuments.
Physiographically, Nepal can be divided
mto _three broad regions such as plain Terai
region, Mid- hill region and  Himalayan
region. The monuments of these regions are
described below :- '

The monuments of Terai region:-

The authentic history of monument:
of Nepal begins with the Stone inscription
of Lumbini, in the western Terai. Nepa is
proud of Lumbini, where Lord Buddha, “The
light of Asia” was born in sixth  century
B.C. Theexact spot of the birth of Lord
Buddha was developed as a temple site as
Maya Devi Temple, with many votive stupas
and monasteries and a bathing tank known
as Siddhartha Pokhari.

Little more than two hundred = years
after the time of Buddha, ‘Maurayan Emp-
eror Asoka visited Lumbini and resumed
the legendary fame of ‘the site. Lumbini has
‘always been one of the most important
pilgrimage site for Buddhists, The travel
route of Asokais markcd with monolithic

pillars. From Lumbini the royal entourage
of Ascka proceeded towards Kapilvastu
and he commemorated the spots with

pillars in Niglisagar and in Gotlhawa The

famous pilgrims to visit “Lumbini after

Asoka were Chinese: monks; Fa - Hien in
the first decade .of 5Sth cen. A.D. and

Hiuen — Tsang in Tth cen. A. D.

- The dicimal picture given by Fa - Hien
and Hiuen-Tsang evidently gave way to a
sunny one in the last quarter of the first
millennium A. D. when the land was under-
a spell of bf»sk of architectural activity. Ample
evrdences of it come from the ruins of brisk.
structures from Kodan, Lumbini, Sonagarh,
Tilaurakot ( Kapilvastu ), Chatradi, Siwalwa,
Bikuli, Chagantk and Saina-Maina. Faced with.
lavishly decorated bricks in most cases,
elegant religious structures were built ori
ambitious scales and reflect a good measure
of prosperity. -

the se:-

A

The discovery of three “very impartant'
Buddhists sites with various monuments in
Lumbini, Kapilvastu and Devdaha in westerrr
Terai of Nepal duringthe last dccade o
19th century was.taken by the oriental con—
gress as “one of the most important dis—
coveries of the century’’, -

The climatic variety of Nepal is' equalled
by t he diversity of its architecture. The
floors of monuments of Terai region are
usually tiled or stone paved on a concrete:
set on a high platform bccause of "the heavy’
monsoon conditions of these areas. The close:
proximity of Nerth India to the Terai
obviously has had a great influence on its

monuments. Most of itis the result of
Maughal " influence and has resulted :in
structures of domes -and minarcts . built

out of brick and plaster and often with. the.

use of "steel and concrete in some-of the later.
monumecnts. ’

Religious monuments, being the most
spectacular in this area, predominate other
monuments. The temples are almost all in

the shlkhara style( temple of geometrrca£




shape with tall central spire rising up the
sky ). The temple of Maya Devi of Lumbini,
and the templ: of Kudan, and Paisia
can be mentioned here.

Besides the above mentioned monuments
of Terai, which are almost in brick, the
major reilgious monuments are to b2 found in
Janakpur (the birth place cf Bita, the
renowned geddess of Hindu mythology ).
The most famous temple is known as Jaraki
Mandir’ (Plate No.2 A) built in Mughal archit
ecture. Apart from a few stone monuments
to be found in the Surkhet region, ( mid-wes~
tern region) of Nepal, there are hardly a few
other monuments built in stone.

The monuments of the Himalayan
regioa:—

The religious monuments (Plate No.2 B)
in the northern reginon belong predominantly to
the Buddhist faith with occassional Hindu
shrines in some of the low-lying regions.

Comparatively spcaking, the difference
of building style and architecture is conside~
rable. The structures are built to withstand
‘the rigours of a more severe climate and are
therefore very simple and solid. In most
areas timber is hardly available and its use
is therefore cut to 2 minimum. The chara-
cter of the buildings is very introverted and in
strong contrast to the traditional buildings of
Kathmandu Valley. There is very little external

Ancient Nepal

accentuate the intensity of religious feeling
that is blended with the artistic talent of this
region.

The constraction of all the buildings
is determined by the l.cal materials avai-
lable and the prevailing climatic conditions,
without going into too much details. The
climatic conditions can vary from minimal
rainfall ~ the Tibetan Plateau area of the
Lamtang, Dolpa, Muktinath and Manang

" districts to areas subjected to  heavy rainfall

such as Helambu and Solukhumbu region.
In the “dry’” areas the roof are flat and
often serve as the terraces or fore courts to
the buildings behind. The “wet” areas have
pitched roofs with an assortment of cover~
ings thatrange from stome slates, stingles
and straw or bamboo mats as the traditional
materials to metal sheeting, the herald of the
western’ invasion in these remote regions.

The layout of both temples and monaste-
ries follows a traditional pattern that is adh-

ered to with only = very minor  alterations
( mostly in size and orientation ) throughout
Himalayas. Most of the ianteriors are unlit;

windows are avoided as they will let in the

damp atmosphere.

The Mohuments of Kathmandu
Valley (Mid-hill Region):-

The cultural heritage of mid-hill region

~ decoration. The artistic beauty of the Budd- of Nepal is particularly concentrated in the valley

hist temple and reonasteries is mostly found
in the interior, in the colourful murals that
cover the walls, in the ‘‘Thankas” that are
hung on the walls and "in the elaborately
painted  clay divinities that adorn the altars;
Qqcasionally the structu;al elements of the
building will also be carved and painted to

of the Bagmati where the three main cities —
Kathmandu, Patan and Bhaktapur are situated.
It has been a constant source of attraction to
the outsiders because of its location and
wealth of important Buddhist and Hindu
monuments. It has always been one of the
most important - pilgrimage site for Hindus -
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due to the location "of Pasupatinath- temple

over here.

The first historical record of the temple
of valley starts from the Changu Narayan
inscription of Manadeva ( Lichhavi dynasty )
dated 464 A. D. But the grand palaces = of
Lichhavi dynasty mentioned in the literary
as Mana Griha and Kailashkut Bhavan are
still to be explored to be archaeologically
proved, we are hoping to get succeed in our
aim.

. The Kathmandu valley is famous for its
own medieval art and architecture. It is
mentioned by the western scholars that there
are as many temples.as houses scattered all
over the valley. Some of the basic types of
monuments are mentioned below.

The traditional style:-

The most interesting and the most pro-
“1ific form is the temple with slaping and
multiple-roofs, of the so called pagoda style,
locally called the “‘devala”. The structures
are built of bricks around and over a wooden
frame-work. The brick walls are pierced by
beautifully carved wooden doors and windows
with decorative patterns or figures of diff-
ernt divinities. The sloping roofs
tiles are supported by wooden decorative
brackets called tunals  ( the struts ). The
Pasupatinath temple, Nyata Paul at Bhakta—
pur, Bhagavati at Nala, Kumbhesvara in
Patan and Kashthamandapa at Kathamandu
are some of the rcmarkable (zam ples of this
style. To achieve the sense of  height and

of clay

majesty, the temples are mostly  set on a

diminishing stepped plinth.

Though fhere was a great popﬁlarity, of
the traditional devala style of temples in Kath-

‘of recorded history. The basic form of

mardu valley, e\fen_:s-0=the£ -‘Shikhara (Plate
No. 2 C) style was not altogether abandoned.

indicated by
miniature replicas of the

respect as- is
ment  of

the place-
style
in the ‘gajura’ ( pinnacle ) complex or in the
centre of the dhungedharas as the case may
be.

Besides temples, Kathmandu valley is

famous for ancient palaces also.

Palaces are known from the oldest days
the
Malla palaces can be seen in the palace of
Pratapmalla at Hanuman Dhoka in Kath—
mandu built in  17th 'éentury or the complex
of palaces at the Durbar Square at Patan built
at about the same time, and that of Bhupa-
tindramalla - the palace of 55 windows in the
Durbar Square at Bhaktapur.  The palace
complexes invariably accommodate temples
dedicated to royal family deity, viz, Taleju
Bhavani. ’
The palace at Basantpur ( Kathmandu )
built by Pfithivi Narayan Shah in A. D. 1969,
(the first King of united Nepal ) is stil] largely
iritact and breathes with its predecessor the old
world  atmosphere of about 200 years ago.

The old palace of the Shah rulers
at Gorkha- and Nuwakot ( I8th cen.) are
typically Nepalese,, in design, layout and
form, and command uniquely a vantage
point - on the top of the ridge over-looking
the entire valley of Kathmandu.

The basic form of monasteries called
bahis or bahals ( vihara) which number
several -hundreds; and form the centres of
Buddhist-worship and veneration is invari-
ably uniformy.being composed of cloisters
on all four: sides of a . .quadrangle. The
Chhushya Vihara is. the typical example of
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the Buddhist monastenes in - the ’Kathmandu
valley. ) :

Kumari Ghar or the abode of living
v1rgm goddess at Maru Tol Kathmandu
follows the pattern of the Buddhist moras-
teries described above. ' o »

Bodhnatha and Sway-
are consrdcrtd as

The stupas at
ambhunatha  resp:ctively,
among the q)dest and largest in the evolution ef
stupas -in’ Nepal, though they are ~ regarded
as chaityas.

The tradition of kecpirtg inscriptional
records of fresh constructions as well as of
repairs of monuments is in vogue even NOW
in. Nepal. The records are extremely useful
as historical documents and are in  keeping
with the tradition handed down to the pre-
sent generation from the remotest times of
the Lichhavi.

Conservation of Monuments in
Kathmandu Valley :—

- Tt has been observed that Kathmandu
valley is a rich store house of a fantastic
ensemble of a  large miscellany monuments
in diverse forms. In fact, Kathmandu can
be called an open-air muscum of the most
unique varicty in the world. But due to the
time factor, natural calamity, and human
vandalism the conditions of most of these
monuments are deteriorating. The Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Guthi (Trus.t')
corporation are undertaking restoration and
repair works of the monuments each year on
a limited scale due to the budget constraint.

Since 1970, Unesco- has been working
on the restorauon works of monuments. An
inveniory of the valley’s monuments has becn
But the preservation of * the “cul-
of

completed
fural heritage concerns the very basis

Ancienf Nepal | -

Nepalese culture. Under King Birendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev’s guidance,-recently a con—
certed cffort has been made by the Nepalese
Government to consérve Nepals important
monuments: and to this end the first major
restoration programme was undertaken o1l
part of royal palace, Hanuman Dhoka with
Unesco’s assistance and later the restoration
of monuments of Bhaktapur was started with
the assistance of the Federal Republic cf
Germany. '

Since 1975, the Master Plan for the
conservation of monuments in the Kath—
mandu valley is underway, jointly sponsored by

His Majesty’'s Goveroment of Nepal and
Unesco. Under - this plan, the Department
of Archaeology . is carrying, at present, T€S—

the monuments such as.
Hanuman Dhoka Palace, Gokarneswara
temple at Gokarna, Brahmayani temple at
Panauti, Narayan temple at Banepa, Swayam-
bhunath Stupa complex and Patan Durbar
at Lalitpur. With the help of Unesco, Nepal
has been able to bring renaissance of the
tradjtional art and architecture. Besides these,
the Department of Archueolcgy is undertaking.
renovation work of palaces of Gorkha and
Nuwakot along with some other temples.

toration work of

All plans are uscless, if their aims can
not be put in practice till the necessary funds.
wotuld mnot be approved or available; we do
hope such situation will not arise on the
implementation of Kathmandu valley Master--
Plan.. We alltry to make it a success, but we
need co- operatrons and donaticas from frien-
dly countries, international agencies and other-

generous donars.

_ We should realize that this heritage is a
valued treasury, primarily, not only of Nepal:

and the Nepalese but of the mankind as a
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Plate No. 1

o

ﬁdes&%g;l temple, Banepa

C. Dhunge-dhara, Banepa
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Plate No. 2

" A. Ram Janaki Temple, Janakpur

B. Nosthern Region Monument, Moustang

C. Shikhar Styl¢ Temple, Jayabagiswory, Pashupati
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whole. Therefore, it is the foremost duty

of Nepalese and of all the people of the

world to save and preserve these heritages.
This would ensure that the heritage of Nepal
would be retained intact and would continue

to attract scholars and tourists alike, so that

the message and beauty that the past of
Nepal bears would continue to be held out
to posterity.
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Report on the Monuments of

Northem N epal

(eentmued)

—~Corneille Jest

Monuments of Sindhu Palchock District

The development of Buddhism in the
districts lying East of Kathmandu is intim-
ately related with the religious activities
of the valley of Kathmandu and the
monastic centers of the Sherpa region.

The main pilgrimage route from Tibet
" to Kathmandu passed through this region
and communications are quite easy between
the upper valleys and the hills of Central
Nepal.

.As said in the Introduction the major
religious centers are the monasteries of Bag-
ang, Bigu, Junbesi and Pangboche and reli-
gious and related social activities developed
around these poles.

Temple of Rishingo/In Nepali: Lisankhu
Lisankhu Panchayat/Sindhu Palchock District

The village of Rishingo 1is built on
both sides of a ridge ruaning east -west and
sepetating the valley of the Chauri Khola from
the north on the main trade route linking the

valley of Kathmandu and East Nepal.

The population is Tamang, from the
Yondzan clan.

The old temple, Tashi Dargye Ling,
at an altitude of 1960 m, now in ruin,
dominates the settlement to the east ( there

are very few remains and one chorten). Tis
external size was 6 x 8 m.

The Temple of Rishingo/Mane Gang
Chopel Kundeling

The walls are built with  stones
bedded in mortar (exter. dim : 925m  x
10,40 m ). The roof, covered with corruga-
ted iron sheets. An open porch.

On the first story rooms
idence  of visiting lamas.

The chapel (dim.: 9,15mx920m-H -
3,25 m). The altar built in stone faces South-
West. The main images represent Guru Dragpo,
Chenrezi, the Euddhas of the Three Times,
Guru Rinpoche, Senge Dong Chen, and a series

used for res—~
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“( roof; . upper story).. The 1980 earthquake

of small images of deities on a . lower shelves.
has caused scme damage to the walls and -

- 'On the walls paintings cn  clsth are
' © roof.

Worship.

8 Jamas .of the Yondzan clan are the

‘in very bad state:
Prcsent Condition _
The building is not in a good state

+ 0 B _1 ,I:{.l.: 2‘ .- 3 ‘ fm »
! L LE IS S IUE-Y

R SIS

Sindhu Palchock distriét,"'i'Té/nj-le ofﬁiyhingd;.-(emplé extern, dim. _.";".“),-25 X10,40 m.,
" Chapel ;16,00 x9,20m. .. U L S I




-caretakers of the itemple, in ‘turn, this creates

-problems.

There' are more than 200 members in
the community and among them 30 lamas.-

Religious Pr(,p°rty
A Niji Guthi ( private donation) is
attacted to the templc (the rcvenue of

irrigated dry. Jard i, €. 12 p‘ttlu rice, 4 pathi

maize ).

Major Fstivals
tull moon of Kértik
Full moon- of Jeth

. Full moon of Saun , :
10th day of the fcsuval of Dasal, coll-

ective fast. t

v The dances, ‘chalil’ are performed during.
special ceremonies such as’ the Rabne ( bene-
“dictions ) and Gyewa,f after .death rituals.-

;Pri“'até‘ chap:l of -;Lama Pema Shidi-

'
T

Yondzan i

Group of housess of ‘Bato Muni Tol.

:In this chapel newly built next to a very
big . house are stored the 103 volumes  of
~ the. hanjur prmted m Lhasa (Narthang ), a

gnlted image of Chcnrezn achorten rellquary.

and "an image of Gombo Chashi.

The owner of the chapel has alsvo in
his possession’ an inscription  on  stone
coming from theruined temple of Rishingo.

GOther Buildings

Lama Dorje Chowang Yondzan, known

under the name of Dap Lama, having the
powers of s‘_yoppiag} hail* suggested to the

villagers of Rishingo 'to'build a "prayer wall

on the ridge, a shelter for travellers on the
northern “side -of the ridge ;and. - a fountain,
dhara.
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The pati, a two storeyed building ( exter.
dim. : 3,00 m x800m) in Newari style,

~with fine-wood carvings, is now collapsing.

The fountainis built with dressed stones
a water-spout is -carved in the shape of a
sea monster. The ‘'surrounding  structure has.
a height of 1,2 m.

‘Religious constructions such as chorten_
Mare walls, gateways Kaka ling,

The Kaka ling ( 3,50 mx 3,50'm ) built
con a square plan, has a roof covered with
tiles. The ceiling and inner side walls are

-pamted

©A long Mendang ( 35 m long) stone
wall supports a series of slates engraved
with .deities .or -the religious - formula ©Om
Mani Padme Hum.

Temple of Atarpur/In Tamang:
Audarbung .

The settle'ments of Atarpur are scaft-
ered on a- slope faCln“ East atan al_titu%ie
of 1900 m. S :

The population is Tarﬁmg._

Temple of Andarbung/Lama Tol
Tahsi Sandeling
. “The econstruciton is rectangular ( 7,15
mx 8,60m ). Walls in random stones.
bedded in mortar. '
The roof is covered with tiles and the
porch with slates.
A structure of the Gumaune type under
the roof.
The porch is supported by 6. pillars.
(H:L70m). : N
Chapel .(dim.: 490 mx 700 m -H:
2,70 m ). Four wooden pillars - support the
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ceiling. On the altar facing East images of °  The building has been erected -in 1930

Guru Dragpo, Chenrezi Sakyamuni, Guru A. D. by Lama Dorje Wangyal, Muktan.,
Rinpoche, Senge Dongghen, they are enshri- The Jama of the Muktan clan, is a

end in wooden frames. On the right side member of the Nyingmapa sect.
racks for books." ' ' -

_ Festivals
Present Condition Full moon of Saun
The walls are damp and the roof is in Fullmoon of Kartik
bad condition. _ Full moon of Chait

c 4 2 -3 ;
o————+—'---<-t-_----13—-;e-4---ozgs'm

by

Sindhu Pah-hoéf_c | 'gfi.s"iri’c"f;, -Témple

2. of Atarpur, Lama tol; temple extern d'm. : 7,15 x 8,60 m.
Chapel ; 4,90 x700 m, : -

<




Temple of Atarpur-Mijhar Tol
Tashi Potaling Gombo

The building ( exter. dim.: 565m X
6,55 m) is one storeyed. The walls are in
storic. The roof is covered with tiles. The
entrance porch faces East.

The chapel (3,35, m x 560 m -H:
2,20 m ). On the altar, images of Guru
Dragpo, Guru Rinpoche and Senge Dongma.

On the walls a series of paintings repre-

senting the Tranquil and Fierce Divinities.

14 : Ancient Nepal

Present Condition

The building is in bad comndition. _

Lama Myima Tsering Muktan built
the temple.

The presen{ owner is Urgyen Pasang
Muktan.

Temple of Thulo Atarpur/ Pangjet
Tashi Tsering Gyang
The temple ( exter. dim. : 500 mx
6,50 m )dominates the village of Pangjet and
faces Bast.

o.M 4 3 4% Sm
SN LR ST Sy CaR e

Sindhu Palchock district, Temple of digrpur, Mff".'ar Tol

temple extern. dim : 5,65 m.

x 655 m; Chapel ; 3,35 % 5,60 m,
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The roo_f is covered with slates.

Present Condition

The building is in very bad condition.

The two lamas who are in charge of the

temple , Druba Gyamtso Yondzan and Dawa
Gyamtso Muktan belong to the Nyingmapa
sect. :

Festivals

Full moon of Saun
Full moon of Kartik
Full moon of Baisakh
Full moon of Chait

Temple of Pakar
Jethal Panchyat
The settlement of Pakar is: located on
a ridge osiented FEast West at -an altitude
of 1300 m. .‘ »
Several religious constructions, chorten,
Mani walls and Kaka ling gateway are
distributed along the trail.

Shugoe Gombo or Urgyen Ling
Gyang

The temple is set on a western slope
with a background of terraced fields.

The temple has two dwellings around it.

The structure follows the typical pattern
and has to storeys ( exter, dim.: 9,50 m x
7,50 m). The walls are of split stcne bedded
in mortar and set on a low platform

{(H:0,65) ) v
- The main entrance 1s on the South.
:“The roof -covering is-in slates. -

The - chapel - (620mx6,20m - H
2,30°): ‘The central 1mage is Dorje Chang

The celhng of the chapel w1th tlmber

elan, Thing, and the -

5

bearus and carved bearers 'supporting joists,
The ground floor is of wide = boards set
directly. on the earth below.

Present Condition

The temple is in very bad condition due
to lack of maintenance. The timber used,
Chilaene, has been attacked by wood worms.

The first temple was built in 1843 A.D.
Two documents, one Lalmohar and one
Tamapatra stated a donation from the king
of Nepal. These documents have disappeared.

“The present temple was built in 1943 A. D,

An entrance porch  ( 1,55m x 6,20 m )
gives access to the assembly hall,

Gombo belongs to the Tamang

“'present lama is Dewa
Senge Thing. There are 15 monks attached to

Shugb )

the temple.

During the 1854 A.D. war against Tibet,
the lamas of the Thing clan accompanied the
Nepalese army to protect it from the bail sent
by the Tibetan lamas.

To thank their act of protection the
king of Nepal asked what they wanted,

they requested the right to protect ¢“Bhat-
gaon-Satgaon territories’” from hail and so
collect a tax called Lama Pathi. This right
was given to them, sanctioned by a
. Lalmohar.-.:_'._.v Yo .

'Festlvals SR e

Full moon of Saun

Full meon of ‘Balsakh !

First day of Magh Sankr;mtii
F_irét day of Saun

sl i ' 'iil;‘:,‘ :

L,
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Sindhu Palchock district, Temple of Thulo Pakar; temple extern. dim. : 9,50 x 7,50 m.,
Chapel : 6,20 x 6,20 m.

located at an altitude of 1500 m, set on a
north western slope = with a background of
Devisthan Panchayat (SP. fields an oak forest and overlooking the deep
District) valley of the Bhote Kosi.

Temple of Daragaon

) The old location of the temple was
The temple of Tashi Chopel Ling 8 higher up on the ridge.
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The structure follows. the traditional
pattern. :
The chapel (3,90m x 540 m-H:

2,40 m ) has been renovated m 1978 A. D.

The paintings represent' the Tranquil
and Fierce divinities. '
Present Condition ‘ _ .

The building is infgoodl}con,_iditiofxi.

The Bomdzan clan/ Chakra’ 'Bzfi’}adur
Bomdzan ( Lama ) owns 'the temple.

The keeper is a lealfned Jlama, Kusho
Pema ( born in 1910 A. D. ) in Khasa, Tibet,
"member of the Drugpa Kagyﬂ sect and son
of the famous incarnation Gosar Tulku. He
is the religious teacher of the Tamang lamas
of the districts of Sindhu Palchock, Kabre and
Dolakha.

The Monastery of Bagang -

The monastic settlement of Bagang
(5. 1. Bakhan Ghyang )is situated at an
altitude of 2490 m in the valley cf the

It
osk
site

Indrawati, district of Sindhu Palchock.
overlooks the valley and is set in an .
forest, on asouth facing slope. The
was chosen because of its isolation.

It is a large complex of buildings,
comprising a temple, dwellings of the abbot
and monks, common kitchen for festivals
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and stores.
2 A
© The Jama founder was a - Bhutanese,
Sherab Dorje,  from the Drugpa-Kagyupa
sect'; he made the plan and called Bhutanese-
craftsmen.

" The main temple is of an unusual design.
in Nepal, but will certainly influence in the.
future the. construction of other shrines.
: The Ite'm:ple ( extern. dim.: 22,00 m .
‘x 11,00 m') is ‘a two storeyed building facing.
South-West.

7 Thé iassemb‘ly hall on the first floor
;is reached up by aflight of steps to the
-east of the building.

The asscrﬁb]y hall (11,00 m x 11,00 mm )
follows the pattern of four centrally placed

pillars 'supporting the structure above. The-
altar is at the northern end.

The courtyard is paved in stone.

The monastery was founded by lama

Sherab Dorje. Today there are twenty monks.
~of: the Drugpa Kagyu sect. Bagang is now
an important religious education center.

The monks are supported by - their:
families and for the festivals by the bencfactors
of the villages.

(To be contiuned)
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temple ec'ern. dim, § 22,00 x 12,90 m,,

, Monastery of Bcgang;

Sindhu Palchock district

Assembly hall : 11,00x 11,00 m.
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- (Con tmued )

v Tuesday st February-Another Mangal '
-Var. Refuse now to believe in the Jyotisa
( astrology ), doubled with the Nimittaca-
stra (.science of signs ). A stanza addressed
to Kula Mana has been frultful Flies are °
not captured with vmegar nor are
with durbhasitas ( il words) The excellent
_ Kula Mana sends me a reply whxchltran—
scribe  on account of the good
conveys and because it shows the extent of
the knowledge of Sanscnt among the Buddh
-ists of Nepal whom Kula Mana is fthe
cudamani ( diadem. Je

Crxk‘ulama’napand'ltena bhavatam ctima-—

tam pranarnaputrahsarena‘ .prarthana : krtam. B}
eto, (see page 359 “Nepal” '

bhavatam uktam...

Vo] I] by S. chx)

Whlch 51gn1ﬁes in
ke had procured himself at . great
* manuscript -of . the Sutralamkara -

believed that - Nepal is not yet exhausted by

. 80 many researches, A raprd and very Summary
, cxamlnatlon permlts ‘me to ascertdin that it . -
of  Acvoghosa, * but i %

is not the Sutralamkara
another work known under the same
that has for  author the Bodhisattva

title
Asa-

Pundits

nevxs FLARNE

-Sylvain Levi

nga contemporary of Vasubandhu ( Vth-VIth

eentury). It is once again prehmmary and must

T wait - for somethmg ‘better ? Vexed at the
refusal of the the pseudo Pundit of Zimpi Tandu

at Patan ( 'thé Simpi-tandu is credited with

being very rich in manuscripts), I have again

had recourse to the divine Saravasti and I
- dazed my man with “this virulent reproach.

vyaghnm drstva svacar-

) iram ayacitah

pacav ap1 karunaxdra bodhistvab pura
. dadan

agatam ap-ithim-.,. etc. ( S.Levi, Nepal,

.Vol. .1I, page359.)

I ‘had :struck the sensitive cord. Imme-

bubhuksitam

“ diately the -following reply is ‘received ( again
"a'-samp"lé of-the"local Buddhistic Sanscrit ) :
good French that U
pains§ a ¢
. and ‘that :

“he hands me the copy. Decidedly it must be. - -

bhavatam crlmatam pranamya bhavatam

ajnapita pustakanam

madgrhe aStl va na asti maya na juatam

" bhavatam krpa cet

hkhltva anyagrhe imaya gantum

, _ anyatpustakam bhavatam
agrc yah pustakam samarpayanu

Here is another promiSe of  useful
collaboration. I-will go to Patan tomorrow

_tarhi_
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and kindle . this zest that awakens. - Such

a long time is needed in this  country. of -

India to come to a result. ButIwould not
like to leave Nepal before having exhausted
every possible chance ; I now know the.men,
my Juck of clokas hasnot yet spent. This
morning already under a burning sun ( sudd-
enly as it behaves here the heat has appeared
the heat of a Parisian summer ), the
cortege begins its journcy to Mount Nag-
arjun that dominated Kathmandu towards
the North and raises to more than a 1000
metres above the valley its steep slopes
richely wooded, rebounding towards the
S.S. E. in two billows: ( the latter carrying
Svayambhu Natha ) and towards the S.E.
in a mamelon overlooking Balaji. desired
to visit the cave associated Dy tradition to.

‘the memory of Nagarjuna who is belicved .

to have lived thither and composed the
tantras ( Is this not here pre-eminently the
domain of the Tantras ) would therc still
remain there a few inscriptions as the caves

‘of Barabar have brought to light ? Captain

Sahib and the Commander-in-chief had put
me on my guard; theslope of Nagarjun
is the reserve of wild  animals for the

‘Maharyjah's hunts. They had not lied. I had

the pleasurc of seeing a tiger - which. had just
been shot and was -blecding on the ground.
But that is all I. met with. The grotto which

is widely open and. not - very deep

faces full to the South ; it shelters a statue
larger than life size ‘and tairly in  pieces
of Cakyamuni ; - stelas as everywhereelse
among these people fond of epigraphy ( too
fond alas, because:. this one Kills the other
and in order. to make newstelas, they simply

~ scrape the old ones ), but nothing ancient,

the oldest date. is from the beginning of the

. XVIIth century. The old caityas in ruins

gise at a short distance. . invaded by vegeta-
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tion. There also stelas of between. 100 to
150 years, nothing more. Lower down, at
the entrance to the reserved domain stands.
a small temple of Civa made ill use of
by a classical Saunasi  all spattered  with
ashed the forehead decorated with a sacr-
amental signs, arrayed with a necklace ' of
rudraksamalas and what lives here in company
with beasts. I met on my way another type
of Yogi ; clothed in an overcoat which he
carried under his arm, grinoning romping and
perpetually in the mood for laughter. I have:
not had the time to ascend the mountain to
the top where the Buddhists burn their cor—
pses -and disperse the ashes to the - wind ;
I have bad to come down with great pains
on these stecp slopes covered with dry grass.
where the shoes hopelessly slip. The Comm-
ander-in-chicf had given me a pre-arranged.
place of ‘meeting. I am now more than
persons grata. An hour and a half of inte-
rview today and on what a. tone. ' Ihave
further been obliged to put and end to the
interview myself. Captain Sahib overtakes me-
on my way back and hands me in the name
of the Commander-in—chief, a magnificient

Khukuri, the Yataghan than that every Nepalese

carries at the waist, witha scabbard silver—
plated : two small knives are part of the whole:

they are meant for works of small importance:
and a case for- the tinder and stone ( tinder~

'box ). Matches are not yet here a  current.

object of consumption. Also a French letter
come from Paris and which I am asked to
translate. A gentleman E. C. writes to “Sir:
Maharaj Dhiraj” to ask him the collecti n  of”
Nepalese stamps. Sacra fames, I offer to
undertake to despatch him his wants, but Deb-
Sham Sher in the mood for _good-will, pre-
tends to despatch them himself. ‘

I meet with the traditional reception
at the palace ; rcthe owd of attendants
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always in a hurry and yet doing; nothjng; at.
of . the,
Sahib. A company paid me- honours It is .
preferable here to have the whlte skin tham
red sash. Deb Sham Sher has had erectcd:
a tent in the garden but changing his mind

present distracted by the. arrlval

he awaits me in a small pavrhon erected..

round a basin where water plays all round

I remember those water castles that amazed
the Chinese travellers
Nepal. Many coloured glasses
amusing light and the water spirits distri-
bute ‘a particularly - beneficial -coclness. He
advances towards me sends for his two sons:

of twelve and ten years of age. Fspeak to them' "
-especially- of -

about France of her greatness;
Paris and the coming exhibition. What ‘prestige

in this simple name of Paris even in the remote”
' teach -
very smart.
Then Dcb Sham Sher asks me to show him
‘children: Asa man -
he asks me: -
Undoubtedly their mother looksafter them. -
How many madam Debs are there ? Captain .
Sahib, ordinary subrordinate having two hou- -
ses, one at the gate of- the Residence and the -
other in town or at a few hundred metres..

valley of the Himalayas. Y offer to

French to the brats who lock

the phetograph of my

well acquainted with Europe ;

distant, hastwo collection .-~ of women to.
adorn his two households. ' And the Thapa--
thali is not just - on¢ house or two, - this .
residence -of Deb,. is-a small town  that cer-..
tainly. shelters several thousands . of .. male-
and . female inhabitants our. sons: couls..
be your friends tells me - the commander ’

-in-chief. Would it not be a captivating .idea.
to have them to correspond from Paris to .,

Kathmandu ? May yours come here some
day they will be the guests of mine ; may

mine go to Europe, your SOIlS would “be

their gurde in Paris. -
‘And 1 will" have

that of

rajah and the Dhiraj, and my childern will

‘their 'po'rtra'its-'""

on their jowrney to
spread an

- search for them *‘if . they are found”,

" modesty already so. 1mpa1red

_ and
the papa and those of the Maha~ '
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send their photographs and it would be deli-
ghtful. The land being well- laid. Ishow the
seed. Could the. authontres _assist . me in my.
search for . inscriptions and manuscrlpts 7 If
they could send for .my Pundits. The two
servant Pundiis of Deb Sham Sher enter,
both .of them aceustomedto speaking San—
scrit and the conversation goes from English to
Sanscrit under the amazed gaze of the attenda-
nts present at the interview.. I expose my wishes,
I enumerate the works Idesire to procure

. myself; the - two Pundits, Brahmans but yet

better informed than their Buddhist associ-
tes, -affiem that several of these works exist
and - that _they: will proceed . to make a
says
Deb, “Ibuy-them ; if they refuse to sell
them, Ishall have copies made of them
which T shall- offer as a homage toi the.
French. Republic for the love of you” ( Oh '
Oh. us hasten the Maharaga returns to take -
up hrs oﬁ'rces agam in flfteen .days and the
good—wrll of the other) And when I rise .
to leave one of he Vwo Pundits re01tes the two ..
versest hat he. y*st 1mprov1sed in my honour :
namani tam. vrdhxm nltyam yena decantar~
. " asthayoh
avayor 1drc1 prmh karita. sukhakarini
madhuryam- vacasi namrata svabhave
caturyam sakalacastraparametum ‘

yad «drstam ‘bhavati ‘tat’ kadap1 mitra
h nanyasmm purvam apl drstaVanaham '

I spare myself the trouble to translate B
and to husband - the last _remains . of ‘my

Friday ‘4th- February—Three days to no
avail, without: any result. Day before yester— -

" day - went to ‘Patan but. Pundit ‘Kula Mana' =~
* bas found' me nothing else and - of that long . :
list I+gave him-he'ddes; not “even know'- ‘the +

titles.. He bad: received: that very morning:
the visit of the two Pundits of Deb Sham -
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Sher who had come: to gather information’
on the nranuscripts that ke possesses. In truth
prince, to crown your good-will-the promise -
given on -the evewas held on the - MOTTOW.
Who can now accuse the good faith
of the Nepalese. Fhence I proceeded to the
dwelling of Mitrananda; in the. Mahabodhi
Vihar to examine his family manuscripts. |
saw the copy books. large yellow leaves in
which the first in date, to the Pundivs value
Amrtananda has gathered his notes.on Buddh-
jsm at Hodgson disposal who has well drained
it. The collcction of the Anandas is very rich
and eclectic: the Fantras predominate in them
as eVerywhérc in Nepal ; also a fine collection
of Avadanas-and the Nepalese Dharmas... ...,
worth mentioning also a manuseript of the.
Bharatiya natya castra dated Sam. 1884
( 18273, '

On Thursday I visited the temple  of ~
Tchangu Narayan one of the four great
Narayans of Nepal to the N. N. W. of
Katbmandu in ~a° smiall - secondary "valley
formed by the two promontories of the
Nagarjun ; the path is fairly difficult ; it
the hill of Svayambhu, then succe-
scales two lesser  chains of the
mountain called one of them Haltsok and
the other Ichamgn. Cultivation covers the
bottom of the valteys as .well as their slopes
entirely shaped in graduated terraces as is
the custom here . the lower side-of the mountain
presents the shape of staircases. In spite
of its great sacredness, the temple of Icha-
ngu Narayan'is fairly wretched, temple of
Nepalese style, wighou@_ tuxury or grandeur,
even badly maintained ; the dbarmasalas
in. the vicinity ‘falls- in-fuins. 1n spite of its
so-claimed ; antiquity, nothing ancient. - The
stelas. of the yard do not- date back more
thaw two centuties ; on a brick platform
that serves 4sa. basc to the temple a stela

my

outlines
ssively
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of more ancient appearance Shows  its
first lines. The shape of the letters seems
to indicate the XIthor Xllth century, but
decisive refusal to allow it to be extracted
from the brick-bed wherein it is fitted. In
returning I make the ascension of Svayam-
bhu Nath once agaih and visit the temple and
vihara of Saravasti built behind the Svaya-
mbhu on the other summit of the hill
but all our researches under wood in the
choas of stonesto no avail

_ On Friday I spent the day searching

Kirtipur, so proudly perched on the steep

hill ahead of the Chandragiri, at a distance:
of three miles $.S. W. from Kathmandu.

The “town of people with noses cut” has

not recovered from the terrible blow  given.

by the Gurkhas; she is putrefying in her
stinking :-uins. I carefully visited the great.
temple of Bagh Bhairab, Bhairava with the

tiger adosned from head to foot and on all

sides. with bull’s borns spoils of those

victims daily sacrificed. In the courtyard

quite a considerable number of secondary
chapels. The convent of Mahabudh has to -
auterior inscription to 700 of the Nepalese

Samvat ; the great central caitya, all white—

washed rises ona vast two-stories terrace -
overloading the houses: of the vihara. The
dwellers of this vihara are of an ignorance

of the Nepalese ~ Buddhists ; impossible to-
find out anything on the manuscripts they

possess. On my return 1 visited the long
series of temples graduated along the banks
of the Bagmati, near the confluent of the
Bisnumati. ’

Sunday 6th February-Yesterday a torre—
ntiai-rain with thunder like running fire then.

- snow whitened the slopes around. This mor-

ning by an icy fog. that - limited perception:
to ten paces, I proceeded on my way fo-
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C‘hob_barh It is toda—j.the_‘_:fMagha _purna_ma.si?{,
" 1. know it too' late to spate the beliefs - of my
escort, In entermg the  field that- separates

mé Residence from the town I suddenly hear
’ vell_ that discloses

from 1 know not.where, muffled symphonies:
‘and supressed - choruses and guess through the
- dense mist procession of phantoms. It is the
feast of the full Moon. The cold is intens__e

and the Nevars llttle affected by cold yet
.Cover their faces llke Musulman ladies. - And
- yet the pious Brahmans are there, stark.

naked at the fountains at the washing-places
on the banks of the Bagmati, accomplishing
" with a - minute punctuality “all the detai‘l- of
the rites ; signs (- aspersions ) meditations,
étc. All those vague forms I cross carry in their
hands brass trays on which are carefully arrang
ed ‘offerings of flowers and perfumes ; the

ternples bells- peal the. holy 1mages have already

the forehead adorned with a real hump of sandal

wood or ofred lead and on the foreheads‘
.of the faithful the remams © of the
offerings trace quite fresh lines’i in white,

yellow and red. At the temple of "Laksmi’
Narayan on the ‘Bagmati the yogis grouped
around their chapel ( each brotherhood - has
its dharmasala, its chapel, its’ ‘courtyard,
its ‘ghat, 'l‘tS'_ water, its banner ; Vairagis,
- Sadhus, Sannyasis, etc) make an infernal
din; ‘'some beat the drum, others shake
the” cymbals, - another blows the 'trumpet ;
another_proceeds to burn incense “at the-
four corners of - the platform.

‘Chobbar is to the South-of Kathmandu
" on a rounded mamelon with- rugged -and
steep slopcs 'the Bagmati to force an
outlet’ has forclbly separated the - mamelon

~ from mouat Phulchok and hascut herself a

deep gorge whence it  flows out towards
- the, South At the openmg of. the gorge.
there rtses the temple of . Blghna—Bmak.:
(Vrghna Vmayaka )i otherwxse called Gan—al

. . - §
eca ‘one . of the four doubly holy. temples.
of" Vmayaka in Nepal The - actual temple «
s entirely modern, of Nepalese stylc “with-
out any. character ; - Ganeca - is- covered .with
only _ ‘the: forehéad of
the adoration . of  the
faithful - who come to ~anoint him. On
‘top of the “mamelon, undoubtedly ‘comm-
.anding a beauuful view  of - Kathmandu' in.
the North, Patan in the East, Bhatgaon
in the North East ; -and Kirtipur in. the
West ( but the still ‘badly scattered mist
has prevented me from seing anything ) ;
the “old bihar of Chobahal in the
of the courtyard at the usual place of the
caitya, there stands'a temple of Mahadeva
of Hindu _style with colonnades and vimanas.
The sanctuary of cakyamuni instead of being.
simply inserted in the  periphery of the
vihara forms here a ‘temple having its appro--
prrate developmen? in Nepalese style, a
curious teature is the abundance of copper
“utensils, vases, pots plates frymg -pans, .all
hangmg in the temple from top to bottom. Inan
‘adjommg courtyard there rises a stela corro—-
déd by time but on Wthh there still app--
ears ‘the remains of ancrent letters. I return
through the fields and this time under * a
strorig sun, by the Pulchu-Bihar erected .on
a small hrllock to the west of Patan and very
close to the town It is to this bibar that belo-
ngs ‘the four stupas of Acoka built at the west,
of the town, but the stupa is falrly distant, In
- the bibar itself T find nothing and caltyas of
plaster and brick erected in front of -the blhar_
fall in ruins. ' o .
In re'turmng to Kathmandu, I ﬁnd the
streets lined. with . a row of: spectators like:
during our Lent days. The .women have
- dttired themselves in . 1mmoderatc sized skrrts
-that swell up like ballons. They are waiting,
for the = passing of. the Magha~Yatra. And-
I shall sce her.also. In town yesterday’s rain-

the .god-. to

centre



marinaded: the ﬁ]th'?hll‘along the " caseways

and id the. crush of the crowd the stink is
. mto]era.ble bortunatc'y 1’t suﬂices for the muk-
hya in. order to open me a passage to shout:
Ho, Sahlb Pundit ¢ and the ranks
1 manage to seitle’ myself on a terrace facmg
the temple of Annapt.rna and at that  very
inomerit T become muyself - the Yatra, the
_-spcctacle the univérsal object in view. A
group of Brahmans approaches me, begins
the conversation in Sanscrit and an amiable
debate opens to which the crowd hstens with
amusement. Here is the procession, naked

chlldlen carlymg sticks crowned with large
n:ost

. balls brlstlmg with gllded straw,
probab]y the sun. Above this are oranges.
In the palanquins, naked lads . also sitting
hand on their knees they carry lamps burn—
ing incense. On a large  platform stands
4 young boy daubed with green and garbed
in spangled tinsel, ‘with the eyes encircled
in dark rings, motionless znd grave. He
represents Rama. On his left we sce a deli-
cious Sita, an ideal type of childish beauty,
the eyes in ecstasy Facmg them a nude
bey, e]eoant and harmonious like "an ancient
work of sculptures has a bow slung over the
. shoulder, He reprcsents Laksmana. With the
“Jarge naked sword -he holds in his hand, he
cuts off the nose to an ugly looking giant

doll its hair dishevelled and falling
with the face of a bird of prey. This is
Curpanakha. Then on  another moving
platform stands Hiranya kacipa with a
wild boars face who winds red threads
symbolizing his torn entrails, whilst facing

'him a motionless child, with hands. joined
- represents Prahlada. And then itis a crowd
of - small: chapels and sm'all statues carrid
on stretchers and choruses consisting ' of
men, children,. vinas, trumpets,
drums..

_is emptied in a ‘moment..
cpen out'

- "Tibetans swarm thithér,
flutes and"

“The whole ceremony was well over,’
when my- -fiiend Deb Sham:' Sher presents.

;24 | . Ancient N Ep@T-‘

hlmself to the acc]amatrons of the populace
He sees me gives the order to make ‘room

for me and the terrace on .which I stand

We began to talk and pray on_'wh_at ?
On my manuscripts. He intends to = send
me five for examination -and he - will .be
pleased - to give me and the French Repub—
lic any one of- themI may choose. '

‘Monday 7th February— I saw today
a few things strangelyv expressive. I visited
Budhnath to ‘the E. N. E. .of Kathmandu
between the Bagmati and Mount Sivapuri,
not far from Pashupati. Budhnath is. the
largest of the Buddhistic stupas of Nepal,
larger than the four great stupas of Acoka

‘in Patan. The circular base of plastered bricks

is all along
wherein are

opened with regulir niches
fixed vertical bars around
which turn prayer boxes bearing inscribed. :
Om Mani Padme hum. Four circular terra—
ces of bricks graduate from the base to  the
hemisphere of ‘the stupa ; the stupa is cro-
wned with a king of rectangular bell-turret

. on ‘which are painted on each. side two large

eyes and the edlﬁce ends witha red canopy

supported by copper rods. All round the
stupa tracmg an 1rregu]ar rec*a_ugle .stand
one storeyed houses wherein reside a few

Nevars but these houses especially serve as.
a shelter to the Tibetan pilgrims. Budhnath
is the sanctuary of the Tibetans ; The Vam-
cavali attributes its construction to Mana
deva but the relics that are deposited thither
are those of a Tibetan saint. A lama
dwells  thither and performs thither
his ceremonies.  Budhnath is w1thout contr-
adiction the headquarters of ‘human ~ putre-
faction. The ground is made of dung and the
spreading  far . and
wide astink of grease enough to " disgust
sheep asmell of he-goat’ enough to chase
away -the she-goats, ‘disclosing “between:  the
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part opemng of thelr f}lthy tatters,
skms that have nevcr.boﬂcd water :

\. Prohlbmon to - cnter ip .the precmct ol_'_

the stupa.; -I can:see my Pundlt ;my 1muks
hya and the - coolies: ‘who ' .. are . Buddhlsts‘,
exploring the: terraces -and: I -setile - myself

- 10 take ‘a photograph -The mukhya and the..
inscr .
, lptlons ancient in appearance but in. the Bho-
And the.,
time the, £epoy,.
~acgompanies the - in

Pundlt tejoin me, they -found,
'_y dialect. Granted for Bhotya.
stamping was t eken. Thls

~excellent “impression taker

Punolt and the mukhya remains with me., A .
and

Gurkha constable comes to gssist hx_m
it isnot an easy task, because the ignorant
Bhotyas suffocate me with.. their greasy
pusking and place themse]ves _against the
very camera shutter. All this~ mechanism
puzzles them . and one of them
me : Buddhavatara ; another humbly oﬁ'ers
me a pice to make me  puja. I must
submit: ~myself to the indiscreetrr'iworshri'ppi;
ngs ‘of this horde who touches alas  with
" veneration my sleeves an my trouseré 1
even : fell myself touched on the. hand. Tt
is a Lama from Darjeeling, he wears mlttens
Does he conceal some sort. “of leprosy ?
As a fellow-member he docs . mot rcleacc
me striving to :
no inscriptions = here belqwz or above
ground. Give me back.  Kathmandu
town of stenches, because one can
breathe there a - little, At last
and his colleague :'decided to release me - in
Gurkha fashi-n., "They swing = their = fists

the
still

on all _sides but suddenly'a giant beast of 2,
Tibetan springs forward ‘with his chest half_.'
long
bair. He raises his arm ‘like - a club on the'

bare and his head encrlcled w1th
mukhya “Hear you Gurkha And the fero-
cious Gurkha before whom India tren bles,
the eventual invader of  India  should
England disappear, becomes very small and

_ofy

© shoulder, - grates w1tha baow

_eres

addreSScs'

‘eafs;
.bracelets,

_or boreg whirl.in time whilst the old

convince. me that there are

.the. on to it; I believe it to be an

"my mukhya

5‘. N
B

. knuckles Lnder

» My photograph taken Iass,st \t_o. a
Trhetan spectacle A tall old inan strangely
rescmblmg ;to.the statues .of Homer, drapcd
ina tumc that dxscloses his arm and left
shaped ﬁddle—
S'LlCl{a.thI‘CC stringed mangodoline and sings
God - knows.what. . Two. young Tibetan beauti-
ies - accompany him two jolly girls with quité
flat. faces - and - rosy chee.ks; - and “uneven
teeth the . head encircled with a - disc
;which . are set all ki_nds of red,
blue: and. - green :stones the hair  astonish-~
ingly. dark .and .more greasy than black
plaited into two tight and -straight tresses
that. stick on each: shoulder, they pull down
and ‘cause to, tremble between their fing-
the facing of their large sleeves. 'S‘ilve‘r
chains adorn their waist.. Fhe old man and
the two pautch-girls wear rings = on their
rings . large enoughi to serve us ‘as
They sing, roll-their.eyes as if ‘on
the verge of fainting, dance, akind of jig
man
keeps on grating his scréeching fiddle. .

. At last the Pundit and the sepoy ret-
urn aod' spread ' their stampings ;I take up
one and examine it in -the Sun. Another
beast-.of Tibetan snatches. it from my hands
indiscreet
curiosity as I have the habit of meefing
here. Tn shortthe mukhya .orders ; “Return
that to me”’. Then the Bhotya with a fear—
ful expression of | idiotic fanaticism crumples -
the paper -in his -hands throws:it over the
enclosure of  the stupa springs in front of the
mukhya-greets him . with arn. ironical a»alute'by

falling _on his thighs his to_hg-uelproturding his -
skirt upturned completes his demonstration bya

sign:: Mouqugtie- :fashion. ( lau,ghed at ); -then;
feigning ' to. brandish -a.weapon: leaves at.a run -
towards:; his .den.. The Lama then- approaches *
and says softly : Believe me depart at once. .
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" The -good Homeric old man ‘with the ami-
,ablhty of a man who-has received two annas,
‘insists : ‘Departat once, “depart at - \once.
‘And the anxzious mukhya tells. me : Ride
"your horses andlet us go. And - the pale
‘Pundit tells me: . Ah, these Bhotiyas. Our
caravan glees it is the exact term ;
seen the Gurkha romed by the Tibetan.
And weare in l\epal at one bour from
Kathmandu What will it be in~ Tibet. Here
is somethmg that does not encourage me
to visit Lhasa. And after allitis - for these
people  that Cakyamuni’ bas turned  the
wheel of law. They have well realized the
type of squalid " ignorance.’ What
happen if these very hordes took the road
the India or the West

Bhatgaon the Maharaja gives me a
house and it is very kind-of him, but though-
it is a maharaja’s house, it is not a -comfor—
table house.. From outside it is altogther

" peat looking ; a little outside the town right
in the middle of 2 meadow quite close . to
the beautiful tank of Sikkbhapobari in a
pretty surrounding against the background of
the valley. Laughing foregrounds with villas
and gardens ; above stretch thick forests
and as a crowniag the inconceivable mass
of glac1ers Oh, the pretty - house to go
and stand at the window. Tt bas less seducing
charms to the dweller. The architect’ who
built her, certamly a Bengali had wished to
follow the European style ; he has planned

‘large windows everywhere with real venetian -

glass shutters ; built the architect ~ is gone
the time bhas passed the glasses have cra-
cked, broken gone "to pieces, one by one the
frame-work of the windows has come apart, the

poor venetian shutters have fost their blades.

I' have ‘

would '

 of ‘the - trenches generally rise

on .a very

‘Ancient Nepak

and the wind ~that blows: across . the
mountam "blows across the room laden
W1th coryzas and odontalgia. And . suddenly
‘the . weather .cools or at least it:is colder '
in Bhatgaon Kathmandu close to Nagarjun
loses -in - pxcturesqueness but gains a shelter
against the icy wind of the North. Bhatgaon
town is fairly fortunately sheltered ina
depresssion of the ground at the fooct of
the Mahadeo Pokhari but my house built
exposed plateau, gencrous.y
offers .itsclf to the. indiscreet Caresses of the
breeze. From Kathmandu to -Bhatgaon
three sturdy leagues by a fairly good road
on. which those vehicles not afraid of dite-~
hes or quagmires c¢an circulate ; the path
crosses by turn the Dhobikhola, the Bagmati
and the Manhaura come down from Mount
Manichur. The three rivers still ~ swollen by
the recent rains flow all three in kind of
deep trenches now widened and now confined
forming real gorges where rice grows lelsurely
the two sides:
perpendicu-
lary and extend in plateaus on which towns.
are built. Nothing else gives more precise a’
feeling of the remarkable density of the
populatlon of Nepal than the aspect of the.
roads’ that join Kathmandu to the rest of’
the valley it is -all along.on kllometres has
again increased to the honour of Bhatgaon. -
The Darbar has thought it useful to give me:
a second mukbya as assistant  entrusted to

in a rich and moistened soil ;

supply: me with provisions ; and this évening

in the kind of 'hall that comprises the ground--
floor of the house there lie side by side the
two mukhyas the sepoy, the boy, the cook
the sweeper my personal coolle, the syce “and.
the pony.

(To be continued. )
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