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Migrating movements of people in samli
groups have indeed been an urgent element in
the cultural history of Southeast Asia in general
and of the Philippines in particular. The inquiry
with the settlement pattern of present day hill
tribe people brought about the discovery of
cultural materials which yielded scveral interes-
ting contributions to the continual reconstru-
ction of Philippine prehistoric gap and the

overall picture of Southeast Asian Chronology.

Setting.

Barangay Salangsang is considered a part
of the Kulawan plateau. In 1967, it was procla-
imed as a reservation for the indigenous
mountain tribe - the Manobo and Tiruray.
The area sprawls in 10, 000 hectares of cogonal
and fastere, craggy slopes about 2,500 feet
above sea level. It is predominantly inhabited
by about 500 Manobo families in scattered

.to the Manobo as they were responsible
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seasonal hamlets. A large number of Tiruray

and lowland families live in the ““centre” and
within two kilometers periphery.

The cave sites and rock—sheltéx’s are
distributed within the territorial limits of

Salangsang. Special mention is hereby credited
‘ for
the discovery of these sites. Their sad experic—
nce of having been driven away from their fores-.
tal lands has developed mistrust toward outside
groups and thus, they have settled further back
into the forest so that they could be out of
reach to outsiders. Today, they live largely as
bunters, gatherers and swidden agriculturalists.
They grow rice, corn, sweet potato, taro, ma-
nioc and depend directly on a variety of forest.
products for supplementary subsistence, They
have been instrumental in serving as  guides,
assistants and interpreters while the research
team was engaged in the project. _
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The Late

Earlier in 1965 and 1966 several funding and

research institutions did work on the area. These

- -are: The National Science Development Board;
Silliman University, where the writer was then
attached; Miami University (USA) and - h
Un-vcrsny of Oregon (USA). Presently,- t
Mindanao State University at - Marawi Clty is
undergoing_ further investigation of the caves
and exploring new sites as a result of the regio-
nalization of the archipelago and the awareness
of its cositribution to Phllippine culture.

Sites and Finds:

Distinction should 'be made bstween the
caves and rockshelters. Caves are natural rock
formations extending inward to different cha-
mbers. There is the presence of stalactites and
stalagmites and often forming into colurmns. It
is damp inside and is often not penetrated by
sunlight. At ene point of history, caves were
used as habitation and burial grounds, The
rock-shelters on the other hand are also lime-
store formation - formed along ledges and walls
of mountains. It is exposed to the sunlight
and do not have the characteristics found
in caves. One notable factor when it comes to
the jars depesited in these sites is that in the
former the jars are definitely brittle and soft in
texture while in the latter jars are almost solidi-
fied, durable and harder in texture.

- The following site presentation will gi\}e
- the reader a rundown of what have been found
therein: ’ :
I. CAVES

Inatao. The presence of both variegated
timestone urns and pottery vessels with anthro-
pomorphic figures on covers; clay beads and
what appears to be a limvstone “‘mortar” at the
far end of the cave wall; human skeletal rema-~
ins and wild animal skeleton near the mouth-
of this cave. :

Malunao-Lange. Absence of limestone

jars; all earthenware vessels and decorated
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pottery; mtact skull found iymg on the soi in
one of the shelves at the inner . portlon of

. the cave.

Ugong-Ugong ‘The presence of bhoth

'hmestone and earthenware jars; yielded the
- largest count and biggest sizes of both quadri-
- lateral and circular jars compared to the other

sites; arrowhieads and spearheads attached to
Totten wooden shafts; corroded and patinated

_ brass bracelets inside limestone jars; ‘powdery

bones. . .

Kiriag. The presence of assorted lime-
stone and earthenware ures and vessels with
some anthropomorphic figurines on the covers.

- Bulbook. The presence of a great number
of limestone jars with a variety of pottery wares
with excised designs and anthropomorphic
figures.

II. ROCK-SHELTERS

Semenoho. Mainly limestone jar-deposit.
with a few pottery vessels; well-marked anth-
ropomorphic figures; a fossilized skull €émbe-
dded on a limestone wall.

Bale’t Usa A and B. Principally, a lime-
stone jar deposit with a fair amount of
earthenware vessels. '

Sebeden. The presence of both limestone
and earthenwarc vessels with intact skulls inside.
jars; pottery with paddled and incised designé;»
more variety of anthropomorphic figures on
the lids of the urns.

Amfayag. All limestone jars with eviden-
ces of being presently re-used by Manobo;
desiccated flesh still attached to the bones and
accompanied by foul odor; brass bracelets are
also present.

Kinogitan. All broken limestone jars duc
to disturbance; ome neck-shoulder decorated
pottery  ‘ware. '

The condition of these jars when they were:
discovered showed proofs of having been
disturbed by either human populatnon or ani-
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mal taking sheltef within these places. Exeept
for a few sites like Amfayag, 'Malqnao-Lange
and Ugong-Ugong, the burial jars have been
in almost a perfect state. '
Several hardships were encountered while
in search of these sites becanse the Manobo
who knew where they - were” found refused to

reveal the locations. In the first place, these
places are considered sacred and a hallowed
ground where noboedy is aliowed to tread.

Secondly. the sites are situatcd in far locations
usually taking a day to traverse by foot to be
able to reach the place. Thirdly, ~these sites
were on steep ledges bigh atop the rugged and
mountainous terrain. Nevertheless, with the
interest raging among the team members; they
ignored all these drawbacks and pursued
the lcad. '

The caves are generzlly feared by the
people inhabiting the area because of the belief
that itis here where the dreaded busaw (male-
volent spiriis) reside. Therefore, one must  be
careful not to dare trample on the items found
inside these caves if one does not want to suf-
fer from illuess.

It would also be worthwhile noting the
present-day Manobo burial practices in rela-
tion to the age-old limestcne burial customs.
This is a vital factor because as menticned

earlier, in the site description there has been .

an evidence of these jars being presently  re-
used. The author would like to say presently
re-used because in one ef the rock-shelters
visited (i.e. Amfayag) one of the jars contained
a fresh human skeletal remain with still some
flesh clinging to the bones with stains ef bloed
and steneh of rotten flesh. This was perhaps
the reason why some of the Manobo refused to
pinpoint the locations of these jars because
-of what they considered a ‘‘hidden secret’.
However, when a person dies, it is the custom
among the Manobo tokeep the corpse inside

Ancient Nepal ‘

the house for undetermined number of years.
The corpse “is placed inside a coffin made from
a hollowed-out trunk of a tree. This coffin
is sealed with resin and other saps of tree -
mized with other local substances gathered
within. the area. It is tightly lashéd with
rattan and is placed on a platform some-
wherc in the house and kept there until it is
felt that it is time to transfer the corpse,
which by now has turned to  bones, into the
ground. Rituals are observed in the trans-
ferring of the corpse from the wooden coffin
to the ground and from the ground to the
limestone receptacles. If this is so, then this
duthor might say that the long  tradition of
secondary burial has been carried on to this

~ day with possibility of tertiary utiiization. .

Methodology:

The initial explorations were followed
by 2 series of visits. The system wused in
identification was that of the National Museuin.
In this system, both the urn and - its cover
were labelled with letters that indicate the
site, the day found, and the artifact number.
A chart with 1:10 scale was drawn to show
the exact position of the urns and = covers.
The location of artifacts proved an important
key to historical  interpretaion.- Drawing of
the urns, covers. and pottery was also done.
The  measuring, photographing, examining,
recording - and seclecting of representative
samples from each site completed the metho-
dological procedure. =

Chrono]dgi:ﬁai Considerations and
Implications:

Reference is greatly acknowledged of
Edward B. Kurjack of Miami University and
Craig T. Sheldon of the University of Oregon
in the analysis of the contents found inside
these jars. In the analysis of the collagen
from human bones in one of the jars, i
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'yiclded a radiocarbon date of 585 Ai D. plis
0T minus 85 years. It was also- found _out
based from these finds that these sites seem
10 represent the long in situ  development - of
Late Neolithic or Early Iron Age secondary
urn burra]s 5

Most, if not all of these finds were.
o und on the surface. Thus, there was no actual
excavation. done except- for slightly . buried
picces pinned under toppled jars. A test pit has
also been dug to determine the  presence  of
associated cultural materials below  the soil
surface but did not yield any historical
impertance.

‘Another factor to consider is the shape
and type of limestone jars because it shows
a chronological order as to .which " among
theSe varieties came first and which came later.
Basically, there are two major types of . lime-
storne jars ~the quadrilateral and the circular.
This categorrzatron is further characterized by
fluted desigris and basal flanges. In the Kurjack
and Sheldon serriation analysis, the quadri-
lateral urns came ahead thah the other circular
ones. The'serriation, metliod of the urns by -

shape, decoration techniques and location,
says Kurjack et. al., provides a teritafive sequ-
ence, but a more detal_led ‘gathering ¥ of data

of the representative samples would provide -
a more definitive * chronological answer. An

attempt is made hereto show sequence of

the different jars. Again, with a strong refer-

ence to Kurjack et- al. they found -that the

earliest urns are those with quadrrlateral‘
shape, basal fiaugus and excised decoratlons
This is followed by urns of still - the same
shape but -are.-fluted in decoratlon. Then
.this 1s followed by fluted. quadrllateral ULNs
without basal flanges and then ]astly follo-
wed by the circular urns with fluted designs
~ and with basal projections.

:

<

-among these burial jars~ the large,
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““Therewerti three established - sizes: noted
medium
and small. Tti$ our opinion that the sizes of
the jars were directly proportional or depended
on the size of the skeletal remains interred ' the—
rein. Thus, an individual with a large  bedy
structure would Jikely be. placed inside large
Jars; average -or regular built individuals in me-
dium size jars and those of - children would be
.for the smal] Jars..

Still another interesting aspect of these jar
studies are the many variegated covers. Just by
the lock of the lids on these jars one could
immediately say that the sex of the interred
person'was a male or a female. Many of the
jar covers had phallic symbols pretruding on
them. These pretruberances vary from a simple
handle -like figure to anthropomorphic images.
On these figures one can notice the sex of an-
individual. We venture- to state that the remains N
interred inside the jars was 2 male owing to the
presence of the male phailus. A female would

be symbolized by the presence of a pair of mou-

nded breasts and what also appears to be a
vaginal structure. At one instance, we also
found a cover with two heads sculptured back

~ to back. We hypothesr'ed that this rare cover

of this partruular urn’'could have been a recep-
tacle of T.WlIl:: All these, of course, are tentative
statements and wrll be substantxated when the
detarled report of Kurjack and Com pany will

. be readlly avallable.

Conc]usmns

“At this pomt it would perhaps be va]uable
to draw-some conclusive remarks on what these

jars tell us. Based on Kur_]acks correlations and
valid a.ssomatlons the Ku]aman Plateau area

of whrch Salangsang isa part bas been inhabi-
ted for the past 2, 000 years by people subsrs—

_ ting is almost the satne manner that the present

Manobo highlanders are existing today. The
cultural materlals found therein also mdrcate a
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long period of accumulat-ion that have changed
through time and are still being modified by the

present Manobo population. These traditional”

practices as shown in the pottery technignes
could have evolved from mainland Southeast
Asid and came via Malaya, Indonesia, Borueo
reaching iis own sophistication and develop-

_ment in Mindanao by utilizing raw materials’

that were readily accessible. .

These limestone jars and pottery vessels

could also give us a picture of how the people

~

Ancient Nepal

belonging to this cuitural level fived and survi-
ved. The present-day Manobo still seem to be
revealing traces of 2 wide range of traditional
practices that have been patterned from . these
prehistoric population. ‘ : :

These carved limestone jars and pot wares
found in numerous caves and rock-shelters of”
Cotabato have become a major coutribution fo '
the ongoing.quest of studying the past both in.
the Philippines and Southeast Asia.

NOTES

1. This exploration was done in three pe- .
 riods: January-Tune 1966; November 1967; and
May-July 1968. 1t was sponsored by Silliman -

University, National Science Develcpment
Board; Miami University (Ohio), University of
Oregon and the Explorer’s Club, U.S A. and
directed by Professor Fdward B. Kurjack (Mia-
mi University-Obio) and Professor Craig T.
Sheldon (University of Oregon). Presently, the
Mindasao Sfate University at Marawi City,

under the direction of Professor  Samuel M.

Briones, teturned to the area and intends o
continie exploration and examination of the
sites and finds in a more detailed procedure.
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