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WHO REALLY RULES BHUTAN? 
in over-£ea lous local a Ulhori

t ies'! 
A mnesty Inte rnallo nal. in 

ilS ;ll1 nua l re po rt. R e p u rt 1994 
has charged Ihe Royal Gov
ern ment o f Bhu tan w ith ho ld
ing hund red s of suspectcd gov
e rn me nt o ppo ne nts in de te n
tio n wi tho ut c harge o r lrial , 
loo me fo r m o re than twO years. 
A I a lso s ta tes that the use of 

torlure lUl l! ill - tre atme nt by 
security fo rces co ntinued to be 
repo n ed in pri sons and po lice 
s ta t io ns. in the south . 

"Pardo ned but l\Ot re leased" - Tek Nath Riza l injall 

According to the repo rt . 
the Roya l Governme nt de ni ed 

A I pe rm issio n to se nd an o b
server 10 w itness the lrial o f 

Te '" Nath Ri za l in 1993. A b 
duc ted from Nepa l and incar

cerated w itho ut cha rge si nce 
Nove mhe r 1989. Ri £a l was 

In the ;\1H1U;\1 r.: port rdea ~cd 

recently by A m nesIy !tHcrn a
lional (A I ). 011C passage s ta nd lo 
Oll t: "A ", Ihe IUC11I Bhutanesc 
llU t h u rities ill th e :.o ulh r e-

p u rt t'''I.v continued to pres 
s uri"l:e N e)1l1li -s p ellk .. r s tu 
ICll\'c the country . Bhut lm 's 

II ClHI of S tllt e . K in g Jig m c 
Sin gye \ Vungchuck , lI ppar-

tried d u ring 1993 undc r a Se
c nlly so u ght tu counte r· this c uril y Ac t p romu lgated o n ly 
h y hilllse lf vis itin g villages in 1992. A fl cr a 10 mo nth far-

in the !>uuth 10 I r y and lIis- c ic al tria l Ri zal w a s fo u nd 
SUlI ti e the p eopl .. l'rolll lell\'_ gu ilt y Ilf fo u r o f n ine c ha rges 
illg ." Thi:. heg", the ques.tion. ;md sentenced to li fe, He was 

who re ally rules Bhu ta n'! The " the n pard o ned but nOt re-
King o r his ml ni o ns'! b it r lall 
"ibte tha t the gove rnme nt of 

an llh",o lu te mo na rch . and Ihe 
Ki ng h imse lf. is unab le 10 re in 

leascd "; he w i I I be re leased 
o n ly after Ihe southe rn proh 

lem has hcen res.olved . 

A I least 10.000 re fu gees 

NO SOUTHE RN ]'ROBLE M , T ERRY JONES 
A ft e r three a nd a ha ll yeMs as 
I~oyal Govc rnme nt ~ pokcs nlan 
and UN DP R c~i dc n l Rc pr.:
.. e lll ativc 1'0 1 " n o rth e r n" 
Bhutan . T c::rre nce D. J one~ kft 
the ":tlunt ry o n 16 Ju ly. Con
tra ven ing al l United Natio ns 
Honns o f im part ial ily. Jo ne", 
a tl al'"l g \.\ or"' cd " galn s t t ile 
i n tere~ 1 o f soulhe rn B hUlanese 
in p:lrt icu la r and d"wntl o<kk n 
Ilhu t.lnese 11\ gene r.l 1. H e 
turned ,I b lind cye to the g ross 
\ lolal lOn o f human n g hb thal 
loo'" place d uring h is te nure. 
I Ic p referred to he a party 10 
!:!,1\ ern nlCnt regulat io ns w h ich 
l'e(luir.:d a s ix year<l ld c hild 10 

pr<llill'·c aN,) OhJectivn Cel
l! I l<.. .. tlL' frollll he I~ l)\ ,11 Bhu l;ln 
1"',IIl'C lor ",..:ho)o l e nrnJJmc lll , 
I Ic v.cm along ",Ih gO\Crll 
tHen t reJ!u l ;, tlon~ Ih" l d eprl \ e ll 
UN lunded hig her " t lldi..:~1 
lI',IIIH ng ah road to I H Ll lur.:d~ I)f 
"outl1cr ll Bl lII lan':"e 'Imp l} 
I"I('C"II"C lIt then ,'Ih lllc h,ll''''
gfllLlnd. J<ln.:.·, nul <lil t) ",IIlC
li,lnnl UN DP 11 n,lUl"IlIl:! lor Ihe 
J:!,'\ernrnenl pn'p;.g. tnd.1 111.1-
chin er) hu t 'oh.Llnelt..'",I) "1'01-. .:: 
ou t In ~U pp(lrl u t (II'>Crlllll lla 
to ry jlu licie, ut Ihe Roya l Go,
Cl'n melll . 

It \\;,,, Il l" "' " 'p " .. in g, 
therclure.lh;tl <.'\ en;(" Ihe cllun-
11) I", guing thmugh I'" mu!>t 
"<!fl OU' .:ri'I' \\ 1111 Ihe KinJ; 
picdging to ,l hdll".lIe 1I h.: ":,111-
lIUI llIld.l 'Illut,,"!. III h I'> P;lrI-

in g in te rvie w w il h K III:II.fe! 
J {) ne~ chose no t 10 q uest io n 
Ihc regi mc's po licies o r lIC
"'nowJ.::d ge problem s in Ihe 
sowhern h;ll f of the cou ntry. 
Resp(l ndi ng to ;\ poi nt ed ly 
lead ing que ry on Ihe prob le m ", 
he .secs Bh wan f3 c in g today. 
Ihe ilia n 31the hel m of i nte m a
liu na l a~s i ~ lance to Bhutan !>aw 
growing urba niz;u io n as Ihe 
o nl y cause fo r concern! It is 
ex traordina ry thal a nyone in 
Bhutan could he capabh:: o f 
Ig no nng Ihe reali ly 01 Ihe 
forced ev ic ti o n of tho Llsands 
of southe rn Bh lll:m e!>e. S ti ll 
mo re ex t rao r(1 i nary i ~ I he lIbi l_ 
ilY o f Jo nes to pre te nd Ihal he 
I'> unaware o f Ihe m ass ive in
pUh Iro m UN sbter :I ~cncies 

.Hld the IUle rnat io na l com mu
IHl y for Ihe rel ief and wel fa re 
of re fugces ge ne raled h)' Ihe 
\ ..: ry go, c rn me nl he ad vocal ':s 
I lt h <:r~ ,holl ld learn fro ll l. t>. l o!>t 
el;II.lI,rdin.lry I ~ th.: 1:11 III re tl l 
J llI1e,. \\l lh a ll h i .. prtl t ":"~ed 

') m p,Ll tll':" lo r Bh ul. lIl , tll ~ee 
tl1.: Ihlcat th;ll lh.: ..:u n e llt '1lu
:ill lll) plhe'o h H Ihe Iwtlll ll 

I.h lead. llla ... iug,J I1I\)C "' 
<,: ry o t Ihe CIIIKe rn ~ bei ng ex
pn:"'ed hy the inlernalion.11 
':I)mlll lHl il), .tnd addi ng 10 the 
lIu h g,nily o t refugee, mad c 
ho m ek.,s .1Il" s latdcs, by Ihe 
~ allle gO\ emme nl. Jo ne" ";1)''0: 
" I en COU'·lL j.!C yuu tn s impl.\ 
, lu l\\ th e re", t u l" Ihe \\o rl ll 

how 11 go vernme nt can rUlle
tio n h eclltI,se the r e arc m a n y 
gove rnm e nt s aro und th e 
w orld tlmt need ins lruc lio n 
a nd lid vice II ncl g uid a n ce. " , 
The hraf.en suggesti o n is like ly 
to bcespeci:ll ly u npal"ta b le to 
governm c nt s like the Un ited 
S tates w hich has fla yed the 
Roya l Gove rnme nt Ihro ug h ils 
ann ua l S ta le De parlme nt rc
pon s. and hu m an ri ghts groups 
lo uc h as the A mnesty Inte rna
liona l w h ich continues to be 
concerned by the poor huma n 
ri ght s s itum io n in Bhu tan . 1I i ~ 
incred ible tha t the c olln lry re p
resen ta t ive o f the U N syste m 
w hi c h is g uided by prinCiples 
that 1I0t o nl y c ncourage but 
:u,:t ivt: ly :.u ppon the esta blish 
IllCIH o t democrmic inslit ullons 
a round the world . is able to 
fl a unt h is sycoph an cy a n(1 
overtl y espo u ~c the cause o f a 
IOla lit a .. i3 n gove rnment thal is 
c Llr re nll y in th~ d oc ks fo r ih 
human ri ghl:' record . 

TIle t rans fe r of Jo ne!> was 
to ng ovcrdue. A hu nd a nt per
,(lnlL l (avnurs :md the c hance 
f(, r I he J(lIle,cs to hobno b Wi 1 h 
roya ll Y M, ciouued h;", vis io n , 
tha l dec i ~h Hl 'o e m anating Imm 
Ihe UN ~)'s tem in T hi m phu 
during the three )c<lrs Terry 
Jones spe nt in Bhut;ln a lwaylo 
lac ... ed m o ral I.:UII \ ic t ion. \\'uh 
hi, tl ,:p:!r\ure, Ihe BhLll ano;~e 

ret"lI t!e<.' <.'ollll llllnil Y 11I':<I\e., a 
~idl "I 1~·l l d. 

fl ed Ihe cou ntry du ri ng 1993, 

the re port s la tes'. Re fu gees rc
po rted various dd li be rate mea 
su re~ by loca l autho ritie:. to 
fo rce genuinc Bhutanese int o 
ex il e. inc luding Ih re a ts a nd 
coercion 10 ob tain signatures 
o n mi grati o n fo rms agreeing 
10 accept compe nsalion and 10 

w i lling ly Icave the c ou ntry. 

Some we re evic ted bec ause of 
re la tive s already in re fugee 
camps. and othe rs because they 
had re lati ves a mo ng po lil ical 

prisoners being he ld in Bhutan . 
the re po rt furthe r adds. 

Each yellr A [ brings out a 

co m pendi um w hich m o nito rs 
Ihe ge ne ral huma n ri ghts con

d ition s a s well as specific is

sues o r cases o f cOlleen! in 
ind ividua l countri es. R eport 

19<)4 coveri ng the hu man rights 
s ituat io n be tween January a nd 

December 1993 in 15 1 cou n
tri es was released this J ul y. 

The 352 page repo., thi s year 
;", dcdicatcd 10 vic t ims o f hu
m an r ig hts ahuse llnd 10 the 

m en and wome n w ho prov ide 
A I w ith info rmlll io n . On clI at 

g reat risk . to m ake the COUnt ry 

repo rts possible, 

f5""e~.~"~I,~o:PP"."g.""'~ 

A K1KO N A ITO-VUGE 
NEW UN C HI EF I N 

BH UTA N 
The ncw Reside nt C oordina 

to r fo r United N atio ns Sys
lems Operat io nal Acti vi ties fo r 
Develo p ment in Bhu ta n and 

UN DP Res ide nt Re prese nta
ti ve , M s Akiko Naito-Yu ge 

rece ntl y too k over fro m the 
co n l rove rsia l T e rre nce D . 
Jo nes(seesepamte sto ry). Pre
sent ing he r c rede nl ial s to the 
Foreig n Mini ste r o n 22 July. 
M s Naito- Yuge said tha t con
s ide ri ng the fi nancia l con 
straints faced h y the world 
body. the focus o f U N assis ted 
prog rammes w o uld be i n a rea s 
w he re Ihere w il l be max imum 
im pact. 

Unde r the ci rcu m sta nces 
p rev ail in g in the c o untry , 

progra m m es gell red to w a rds 
eSlahtishmc nt of the rule o f 
law. respect for fu ndame nta l 
freedo m s a nd rig hts o f cit i

£e ns and de mocrat ic re fo nns 
are the need s o f the hou r. W it h 

over 17 years o f wo rk ing e x
perie nce III the U nited Nat ions 

SY<iiICIll. 11 is hoped th:L1 the 
new Resident Coord ina tor w i ll 
take a ho li s tic a pproac h to de
ve lo pme nt w h ic h. il m o ng oth 

er,. inc ludc h uman rig hts and 
(]':Il\I'c racy, 
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-m~tan REVIEW 
THE TRAGEJ)Y OF REfUGEES 

BUI for Ihe facl thac Ihe media is allhe sile o f the upheav~l: 
recording and transmitting piclures and voices as proof o f 
the di saster. onc could have been forgiven for refusing to 
believe that over a milli on Rwandnn refugees c rossed over 
the border into Zaire in jusl three days in mid-July. The 
tragic consequences of such a massive d isplacemenl were 
immediate: the sca le of the human tragedy now unfolding 
on the Rwanda-Zai re border is so immense Ihat it is mi nd
boggling. 

nle swiftness with which the lives of people in the 
s mall cen tral African counlry suddenl y tumed lopsy-turvy 
is inc redible. In j ust over three momhs,the po litical wnnoil 
sparked by the death of Ihe country's President, a HUlu. in 
an air crash on Apri l 6 reponedly claimed over a mil lio n 
Jives, mainly minority Tutsis and some moderate HuluS 
opposel.l to Ihe goveOl ment, while more Ihan two million 
Rwandan s am now refugees. 

Overlhe course oflhe 14-week civil war, Ihe minority 
TUlsis were at the recei ving end for much o flhe time as tht: 
majori ty Hutus who fonned the government since the e nd 
of the 1950s wenl o n a rampage. mind less ly killing innocent 
TUls is and forcing a large number of them to seek refuge in 
Burundi. Tanzania and Uganda. The bod ies of hundreds of 
Ihousands Tuts is were fished o ul o f the rivers and lakes in 
Burundi. But with the advance, and eventual victory, of the 
rebel forces of the Tutsi dominated Rwandan Palriolic 
Front (RPF) there was a sudde n paniC flight of the former 
oppressors . the majority Hutu s. Feari ng reprisal!> at the 
hand s of the victorious rebel forces, well over a million 
Rwandan Hutus, civilians as well as members of the de
feated governme nt forces. trudged into Zaire. 

Over a mi lli on human beings, signi ficantly more than 
the entire populalio n of Bhutan. hudd led together in vast 
open spaces: it is a tragic si tuation which has drawn world
wide attention for its sheer e normity. A desperate bailie is 
being waged against cho lera eve n as logi stics for provid ing 
clean drinking water. food and she lte r afe st ill being o rga
nized. For governmentS and humanitarian agencies that 
have responded yet again to a nOlher man-made crisis, it is 
a nightm:lfe. 

Ethnic connict and terrify ing civil war in Rwanda o r a 
sinister goveOlmen t-imple mented expUls io n programme in 
Bhulan, in the e nd , refugee-life lakes 0 11 a commo n denomi
nator. And as refugees forced to seek sanctuary outside our 

own country we are painfully conscious of the extent of the 
cri sis in Rwanda. Having had 10 initially fend for ourselves 
we can also appreciate the re(luirement of s pace and mate
ria ls to hou se a refugee family, and the minimum WUler, 
food anci medicnl su pplies that are essential for bare sur
vival. We ean share in the d~spe;rallon and h~lplessness of 
the Rwandan re fugees in the bailIe against hunger and 
disease in the camps. And, having had to share in the pains 
o f hunger and illness before outside help poured in, we, 
perhaps more Ihan others, are overwhelmed by the sheer 
n~l1lbers in the Rwandfm tragedy. 8ul. if there is any 
nllsconception th::at the tr::agedy facing Bhut:mese refugees 
in easlern Nepal is of a lower order simply because we are 
less Ihan 87,000. then there is cause for protesl. 

Who will argue with the mother whose c hild died of 
c holera in Ihe Maidhar refugee camp in ea stern Nepal Ihal 
her Single loss can nol com pare with the combi ned grief of 
thousands ofRwandan mothers because thesa llll;: disease is 
taking a life every min ute in the Rwandan ca mp in Zaire? 
Will the griev ing widow in Beldangi find solace in reportS 
that a millio n peop le were killed in Rwanda? W ill the poor 
farmer in Timai clIInp forced to leave behind a tiny house be 
comfoned by the knowledge that thousands of rich R wandans 
w~re ,:ompe.lled 10 aband on palatial homes? Wil llhe you ng 
c hild In Sanlsch::a re ca mp be conso led by the argumen l that 
her loss of a chance for proper schOOling cannot compare 
wilh the loss ofopponun ities o f thou sands of s tuden ls now 
in Rwandan refugee camps? 

. Refugee towls, or the percentage of a country 's popu
lation forced to flee,do indeeu reflect the exten t ofproblems 
wilhin Ihe country and exposes the uegree of o ppression and 
fe.lr that causes the exodu s of refugees. But for each 
inciividl11l1 re fugee who has suffered hUllliliation and indi g
nity, hce l1 bealen and bruised. lost possessions and loved 
o nes, and been uprooted from home and hearth, his pa in and 
suffe ring.lrc infinite in themse lves. A thou:.and ora million, 
for someone who ha~ lost everyt hi ng, the c u Illul:uive sli m o f 
anguish and despair for Ihe group is s till on ly equa l to his 
Own. 

Such feelings notwith!>landing, the huge numeric::al 
disparity bClwee n refugee poPl1lation~ in ea~tern NeplIl and 
we~tern Z:lire cannOt fail 10 st Ick OUI. There is an even more 
s ign.ificant difference, however. which may nOt be quite so 
ObVIOIlS. II lies In the irony that refugee cam ps cOlHinue to 
ex ist in both Zaire and Nepal for completely COntradictory 
rc-ason!>. There are Rwandan s in Z.'1 ire because Rwandan 
r~j ugeeS" rcfuse to heed IheirGovemlllent's appeals to ret urn 
home: there are Bhutanese in Nepal hecausc Ihe Bhutnnesc 
Government refu ~es to allcl\\ Bhut;\nl.!!!>e refugee:. 10 l"ellJrn 
home. The Inlcrnatioual conHl\lIIlH y. oddly, l~llI!.t cOl1linue 
10 j1fn\ lde for bot h grouj1~ thal i ~ Ihe larger tragedy. 
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50TH SESSION OF THE UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS I 
The50th session o flhe Uni led 
Nations Commi ssion on Hu
man Rights was held in Geneva 
from 3 1 January 10 1I Marc h 
1994. The International Service 
for Human RightS, an inte nm
tio nal associati on serving hu 
man righls defenders brought 
o ut a specia l edition ofils quar
terly publication Human 
Rights Monitor in April 1994 
to cover the Commission pro
ceedi ng~. Produced below arc 
excerpts fro m the publication . 

The rights or rerugees 
The aCCOllnl prese nted by Mrs 
Sadako Ogata, Hi gh Com mis
sioner for Refugees, drew the 
atten tio n of all members and 
observers. One of the firs t ques
tions Mrs. Ogala tac k led was 
that of the exponential increase 
of Ihe number of refugees and 
displaced persons w it h in a 
country. by mentioning lhe situ
ations in fonner Yugoslav ia, 
Somalia and in different areas 
of Africa, Centra l Asia and Ihe 
Caucasus. Most refugees are 
the. viclims o f serious human 
righls vio lations and internal 
conflic ts, o ften of an ethnic 
character. 

Everybody recogni zes, 
s tressed Mrs Ogata, thal the vio
lations of human rights consti-

tute one of the rool causes of 
the refugee tides and an ob
stacle IQ the re turn to the ir 
country . The respectofhuman 

rights in Ihe cou nlries of ori
gin arc Ihu s of utmost im por_ 
tance. It is also just as impor. 

lant 10 guarantee human rights 
in hosl coun tries. 

Followi ng the d ominant 
tendency duri ng the cold war 
10 distinguish between human 
rights and refugee issues, the 
link between these two issues 
has now become evident. The 
UNHCR registe rs an increas
ing numbe r of hurmm rights 
problems of refugees. Restnc. 
ti ve or even repressive mea
SU fCS, in addi tion to mult iple 
mcisl atracks. affeCI women 
and young g irls mosl. 

111e idea l so lution to the 
refugee problem ise learly vol
unlary repatriation. Yel, with 
the conditi on, s treS!>cd M rs. 
Ogata. th!!t the refugees are 
able to re turn to their Counlry 
in securit y and dignity. One 
ca nnot c laim thallhOusandsof 
A fghan refugees relurned to 
their cou ntry in cond itions of 
secu rity. However, we Clln be 
more posit ive about the re turn 
of 370,000 Cambodia ns in 
1993. T he fact thala unit of the 
Centre for Human Rights ex
iMS in Cambodia and th,lI in 
otllcr s itllations Internat ional 
ob~c rvers tlrC sent to the field 
ell n con~idcra bly improve pro. 
IcetiOn 

1lle inte matio naJ com
munity musl deal with the rool 

causes of the refugee problem 
conc luded Mrs. Ogatn, and 
emphasized the importance of 
preventive diplomacy. 

Responsi bility of States 
A relrograde tendency is also 
to be observed in regard to 
nIlOlherfundamenta l prinCiple 
- Ihat of the international re
sponsibility of States. Govern
me n ts with serious human 
ri ghtS problems endeavour by 
every possib le means 10 duck 
the ir responsibility. They do 
thi s by becoming members of 
Ihe Commission: by using the 
loophole of the advisory ser
vices (Ihus avoiding resolu
tions under agenda i tem 12 o n 
violations) and pleading lack 
of reSOUfces. The most recent 
atlempt in volves the creation 
of an additional loophole by 
invoking terrori sm as a cause 
of v iolation s. 

The argument of these 
present-day Pontius PilUles is 
simple. They admil that many 
murders are being committed 
in the ir countries but slate that 
these murders ca nno t be at
tributed to the in slilutions re
sponsible fo r public order: re
sponsibi lity lies w ilh groups 

beyond the reach of S late au
thority. 

Nobody questions that 
certain terrorist movemenls 
commit unacceptable deeds, 
and everyone is ready to con
demn such cri mes. However, 
terro ri s t cri mes ca nnot be 
tremed as "violati ons of hu
man rig hts", s ince hithen o 
suc h "violations" ha ve fallen 
within the ambit oflhe inter
national responsibi lity o f the 
S tate. 

TO DE A MEMBER OF' 
THE COMMISSION ... 
\ V IIIH would you do if you 
were a diplOlnuI represent
ing U repressive count ry? 
The firs l s te p you would lake 
wou ld he 10 move heuven 
and carl.h 10 ensu re thnl no 
informaliOIl o n th e serious -
1Il!SS nfthe s itlllllion r t'llched 
Geneva. You would he the 
firSI 10 bring pressu re o n 
the o ffici a ls of lhe Centre 
fOl' Human Rights to induce 
them tn slH!lve the fil es re
ceived , o r al lenst 10 c ut Cer
tuin IJassages o ul of a dran 
repOl·t (of which YOIl will 
ha~'e received prio r Ito lice 
tlmnks 10 Ihe confidc nce of 
sy mpathise rs). 

Asthe non-governmc n _ 
lul organi:wt ions keell up the 
prc!>!!>lIre, s ubmitting yea r 
arler year wl' ll-docu mentcd 
fil es o n Ihe si tulItion , Ihe e f
feCi in.'ness of the Ilreve ntive 

measures you have t.llken will 
gradua lly weaken. You will 
t.hen have loaltack Ihose who 
denounce your country IInd 
the experts of the Sub-com
miss ion who are incautiolls 

e nough to s ubmil dra ft r eso
lutions condemning you. 

When ultimately a ll 
these efforts prove in vain, 
you would consider the ex
tre me solutiQll • thut or he
com ing a m e mbe r or t he 
Comnlission n u HunH11I 
Rights to ~k to avoid con
d emnatJon more e ffectively. 

The above may appear 
sarcastic and overdone: bu t it 
is a logica l (process) which 
expla ins why so many repres
sive S lates are c lamo uring at 
the doors and becoming mem
bers of Ihe Commission. Not 
o nly can a me mber S ta te whic h 
is a mc mber of the Commis
sion parry a llacks more easi ly: 
it can a lso come 10 am icable 
arrangements with other coun
tries which are pole ntial tar
gets or draft resolutions. 

It is thus nOt surpri s i r ~g 

that a number of the Com mi s
s ion have not rat ified the In
te rnational Covellan lS and 
have failed to reply tocommu
nications from Rapponeurs 
a nd ex perts. Al l tOO few of lhe 

States on Ihe Commissio n are 
genuinely interested in promo
tiOn and respect for human 
rights. This is regrettable but 
true.ltisalso lhe contex t within 
whic h human rights defender:. 
have to opcrale at an interna_ 
tional level. 

By their membership o f 
the Commissio n C hinlt, Co
lombia, Libya, Mex ico, Pa
kistan, Peru and S ri Lanku 
effecti ve ly protect the mselves 
from condemnat ion. TIleirde l
egalion s areulsoactive in ham
pering the development of the 
system and weaken ing the pro
cedures which might one day 
bring them direclly under the 
spotlighl. 

Other member of Ihe 
Commission (Cuba, Indo ne
sia, rmn , Sudan) are fi ght ing 
tooth and l1ailto bloc k the su
pervisory mec hani sms con
cerning them. The C uban dc l
egatio n is the 1ll0Sl ex pe rt at 
this game. Thanks to its deter
minant role in mOSI ufthe~en_ 
siti ve Iiles, it blackmaib Ihe 

Commission with lhreats of 
blockage, and Lhe price of con
d e mnation of Cuba is COntinu
ally rising. 

I Uhutan, earlier e lected 10 
Ihc Eco nomic and Social 
Co uncil (ECOSOC) for Cl 
three yea r Ileriod Ilt~gi nning 

1993 has now been elected 
hdl·cctive January 1995) to·1 

Ihe C ommission on Human 
I~jl!.h ts. - Ed,! 



T he }car umkr rcv.c\' - 1t)'.I_'

was a histone )'ear fo r human 

nghls IIllhe UN wilh rhc con ven

mg of Ihe fir.ll global eonfe,'cnce 

on human riglH ~ in ::!.~ )e;1r ... fol

lowed by Ihe dec.s ion oflhe Gell: 

cnd A~~emb ly lO",smbli~ha Hi gh 

COll1rm~~ionc:r for H uon,m R 'glll~ 

3S a new high le\eJ official wuh 

princ lprol rC~ll'Ons l blhlY for all 

human n g l1l .. aCI;v ille , wi llunlhe 

UN s>,sh:nl. The UN WOl'ld Con

ference 0 " H"man R'ghl" wa~ held 

In Vienna fn)m I~ ro :!_~ June 

I()Q::l The Conlerence w"s be"et 

h) polmcal dlliku]uc-. throu~h

nut and did nOI, h) 11",,1f. ac h'cve 

'ar-r.,ach1ll.!! rc.~ull~ exp .. ·~'ted of 

wch ;.In ",vem lIo ..... c\er. rr JIJ 

mi.~e lhe profile 01 human flghl' 

\\uh.n rhe UN and focII"ed lIlh:r

mH.onal.menlton on the,c ","e, 

Thc "nrld'_, •· .. ·Iu g"" 

populmh)n conrrnucd It> gnl" III 

1993 Hy rhe cnd 01 rhe }C,.'. Ihe 

Ofi"iccoflhe l ln .,,,,d NrulOlh II.g h 

COIllIllI",oncr 1\)1 I~e'-u se"" 

11INHCH) e<'lInla,,,'d ,he .otal 

nlllllherof refu~ec, "h\. h:-..I heen 

(<,.eed rn "1 .... "'I,,n Ih"'1I hOIll(-, ;11 

.• hm'" 211 mlll,.ln Tht' va\l nla-

Jomy Iled to nelghhourint: <.:uun

tne,, : o lhcr-.. "cm [uflher all~ld . 

1\ l :In), of (he countrie, where Ituge 

refugee popul,u.on~ ",ugh, pro

tection ~ . rc ilmong Ihe \\ odd', roor-

O",hind Ihc,e mo,)"",menh of 

l"!Cople whol-oe I, v",s hav", been ,rn:

\-o.::1hl) dl~rup.",d lie hislonc~ of 

p",rsCCUllon ;In(l b .... tali,y. l\'lany 

rcrugc.:s have Iled in fear of tu-hi· 

t mry detenuon. '" d .sappearance" " . 

1011un:: orcxlI"::tJlldiei al executions 

comOlulcd by govcmmerns cn • .,; l 

mg down on diSSent o r H1rgcllng 

"fl"'ci fie ethnic "r rd I~ iOIl' g n "'I" 

Qllrcr, ha\c be"n IO.eed .o ~eel 

\anClUary ab",)tul he.,;[""e Ihcir 

.,;ounrne~a ... : r.,eled h) ..... ned.,;on

fl' c l III "Iudl gOlcnrtlwnI ron:c~ 

~" anncd OPI''-''"II)n ~rou p' ha ... :· 

,11O"n hl'II'''1l ul,regarJ r",' hu

lIlan fI~lll'. 

rh .. · pallcnh "f hllm:m 

,'ghl.~ nbusc~ tha! A"II1"'~ly Inrer

IItIl.on:01 ,cel \ tll c{)lIIh:u ha\ c bc-'

come more and more complex in 

I'CCCnl yc :or.~. Tlrc hope~ (or peace 

;md)""I";c nll ~",d by lire: cnd u llll", 

('old \\ ;\1- ha"e nOI b"'en fulfilled . 

A ~ p:l'c of local "aI's. oflen ac· 

UII UTAN 

The B hu tan n eview 

co,"pan icd by .he vlI 'Hml d ,s lII'e: 

gl"::t llon of SUlU: aUlho.i,y , ha \'c 

~prcad turmoIl and ''''rror. On dif

fe rent COnllllcms. some new (or 

ncwly revII'cd I democracie~ havc 

made: [I shaky hU l promising Slall; 

olhe.,<; ha\ e desce:nded irllo poli'l 

cal chuo". N:lCion:lII~ I . e .hnl c nn.! 

religious couOict_ famllle :mu rc

preS~lon Im"e Icd lomassivc 1II0ve· 

ltIcn. ~ ofrcfngcl·s. More and " lOre 

count rics. c SI'It.:cial I)' wealthy onc,. 

Imvc dose.llhdr du\l'~ 1(1 I)<"oplc 

who nec"! and ..!e'cf\'c ':1"";111:,,-) 

Th",e h."nll<.· c,en.~ dlu 

minme Ill<-" IlIIerde[:>cn,l"nCe ,lIld 

md.\ ,,,h, h.) .. fhlllll:1Il flg.lu, 1I10,-e 

powerful !h:." :IIIy IIh""le ' !I.-g u_ 

tIlenl In .h" Inerc:"rngly volmile 

human .ighl~ enVironment, Am 

nc,'y In'crntll lOnal o l fa_, a "" UC' 

lurc for ~<lple f''OIlI a ll eotlllnenl~ 

10 c,unpaign f'Jr hllll1 ,," righl.~ :lIld 

influenceeven!s wQI'ldwidc U~ "'1:'11 

"s in Ihe,r own reg.ons_ Arm"'st)' 

l'lICrn",ional is dctcrmlllcd 10 

adapl 10 Ihe evolVIng rcal lli e~ by 

auju~lIng ir, "c'llOrI~e~. 11 m usl 

play ih mic \\t1 lun Ihc broader 

hlltmlll nghl~ 1ll0velllC nI And II 

mu,,' .r;Ul~cend ils \Vc~te:1"n root _~ 

1\ pri~, ,, , .. 'rufc.msdCI.ce.a r"rlll"rml\'is .. r 10 Ihc King, wassenle llccd to l ire imprisonment in No\ cll .hc r , 

tlt".1 il1lrdon('1i hu I n"t I·"leasell . IIIIlIdr{'(ls uf Nep"li,sl)Cllk i" g r,cllptc " ho had hL'i.'" arrCSIL't1 ill 1'.1'.1.' 

", .d [In!' ious) ClIni n 2'miu"d in dt,tcn tinll "ithoul c il ;lrge "r Iri:.llhrllllghm , t Ihc ye:;' r. T hc)' included 

pfls~ ih l e p rison",." ,, ' -, ''' ''i''· II CC. rhe lISC "I'I"rllll'e [lIId ill · I,·caC,"cn l hy Ih", scc"";'y furces eo.lIillllCd 

10 b ... rC[Xln<.'tL 

AI 1e;.l'1 I fl.IJ{l(I Nep.ll, 'pcallng p.:oplc f'-o lll ~oUlIre:rn Bltulan f1etilo Nepal . bringing Ihe tot,.1 .... h(> 

1I"u f1ed ... ",ce 19')0,\1 x.'i.OOO. {\ 1:1II) had kit 11';"\ resul. 0 1 unre~ 1 (Iuc C,) the go"ernm,,", poli .. ,y ofnalio"al 

IOle~",il"-lIl'''llhe ha~" LI' n,)nhern nh"',lne,~v lr.r.dlh<J'" and c ullure omd .he c"nIHll" l1~ ee n,,,, "[lC!"n ,, (on~ 

"h,ch wc!".: helng eorrdu"I~'d In lhe <'OIHh o r Ihe ellun,,'y to identrfy Bhu.ane~c n:lImnals ("CC p '-C"'l l1 ~ 

Am ... :"y IJ1[CfII[l1ional RC[l<>ll\1. Among Ihem wer..: .nall), re lugccs who had heen c la .. ~ ificd a, illegal 

IlIInllgr;Ult, during rhe .,;en" ,~ 

Some r"rug~e" ";lId lhm alrhO Il~h Ihcy h:,d b~e" e1:I\"ficd :I~ Bhul.lIlese ci. izen, in the cen~us. IDcal 

;1\'lho(l\l":' had dcJiher,nd) H,kel! lanOIl' mca,ure~ 10 'on~e IlwIII IIl1n {'~llc. Snme 'q)(),'ed hcmg 

lhr..::tI~'nc.d h) loe:,1 j,'ll\ c.rnnwn\ olli l·l:.1l~ anti coereeu Into.) qgning a Imgr:Ulon 10nn \\ hl\:h l.lah.'tl,hcy h rl.l 

!igre"d In :l<. cepl corupcn,,,rio n 11'), thclr 1:1IId :lnclte""e ,h", COI"!" -y willmgly. Some ,.Iid Ihey Imd heel! 

In,.~'""lru !CU\ e hy Ihl' "".hon""" h"c:lu~e Ihc} alrcady had rcl:n,\'c , Irl" "g in rdllgce ~·;.mp~ In ca~tem 

NeP:l.l. ,"h..:,.~ bceall~e Ihey were rcl:'lrve~ o C pol1llc [l1 pri,oners he m g held in Bhw:U1 . M,my refugee .. stud 

Ih"r Ih"' 11" BhuI:lne, .. · e.I " en,h,p e"rds Jnd olh",r papcrs had bcen confi~Cilled by th e: Bhu.ane:~e aUlho fil,e .. 

he for .... toC) le', Ihc eOllnt,)', The hOll,,,,, o f ,ome refuge:e",,, cn: reportedly d ismantled b) alllhO!'llic~ after 

they h,,<I I~f, llr ... COIIIII ."). 

Atl:l<:l~(Jn civllran, In ~.'ulhem Bhul:ln. including .ncidelllsofarmed robbc-'ry dunng" hich vi ]lagers 

\lcre !"lCnlen or .. Ianhed .md ' o merlme:;; ~llled. ';o'lli nucd 10 bc repuned Ihrougholll ,h .. ' yellr and wc.c 

.mnbuled by lhc go\cmment 10 memh..: .... 0 ' o ppo'<'lIion groups. I..:rrned "allli . n:uional ," 

The go\-crnment nfBhutan :md Nep"r rcached an agre",m",nr III Oclobl'flhar tire rcfll8ce~ would be 

,necne{[ and cla~~.(i.:(! InlO (our dl ,feren • .,;alegoncs. DisCII;;~ioll on Ihe nleelrml, .~nr fOr veril1calion llnd 

"h.u woulJ happcn 10 .lre rour c:lle£Ol;e .. o f rcfuge:l.'s wa~ defcrred un,, 1 Febnmry 1994. A, 'h", 10.;,,1 

Ilhulane,e ilurhont,e~ In Ih ... ,outh lep(,n edlyconllnu",d to prcssuril.'" Nepari-spellkers to lea"e Ihe ('Oumr)., 

BhuHIIl', Head of Slllle, KillS Jlg"'e S,ug)e Wangehllck . app:l.renlly ~ought 10 cOunler . h i~ by hill),elr 

",u.ng \IIIagc, .n Ihe SOUl!) lO Ir) "nd di~'uade Ihe people from Jcavmg. The Killg nlsu reponculy 

m'''-uele.J d,Mnct adllllnislf11l0 l'S nnl 10 ,leeep' enllgr;lIIwI "pphcat,on~ lI'uhllu, fir .. 1 c hecllllg 10 ~ee 

,,!w,hertho'e 'I,bmi u'ng I1wm g..:nu, nel} ""hcJ h) ern,srme. Thc K IIlg f11,o repQl'ledly eonllrlued 10 rCJeCI 

propo<;.II, made by .. omc mernho.·I-~ Ollhe N"""nal A"'cmhly Iha, ~ 1I ~peclcd governmelll Opponcnt~ should 

he "_~l'el!ed frOIl' Ihe enuml") 

T"' l Nalh Hlzal, a pn'{)n~'r of e(""c.ence. "·a~ con\' iCI ... d in Nt)venr!le, on four our of"i "e clrarse~ 

under rhe: National Secun !) Act. 1992. and ,enlenced to hfe I mpn'ol1ruellt. .Ifter :"ria] 1"_" Ing I 11 month~ 

I lit h:ld been arre,re<.l III 1989 Cor all ... gedl) ,nllo;Ulllg unre't ;""OllS rhe N"pr, lr ' ''pcaking popu la.ion ill .he 

",,".h. afte ,- he h"d pcrlt ' o ned rhe K,ng o\e:r hi' COlleelTl~ al>o", Ihe: 19KK cens", and had .,;ampai,gned 

a~.lIn~ t .hc go\-emmenr", pollc) ", 11,1II0 nal Hllegrallon hI a royal decree ","<-.I.n No\-embcr . • he King 

I'.lrd''''ed Tel N[Hh RI.!;;II hili .. ,ud h ... woold o ',I} he: rele:"ed afte r th..: &;'''WCfnlll",n., o f Nepal lllld Bhutan 

1" .. 1 "",)I\c<l Ilu,: retuge ... pruhklll 

I I lIlIdred~ 0 1 Plh",r "u"pecled 0l'pQnCIII~ .,;ontinlled 10 hc delalncd 1I' , ,/1oll r .d'll. SOl lie had been held 

1nl IIIOfC rhan 1\\0) e;,,', /)c~') I )lIoa Sh"rma had cOlllpklcd Inure Ihan three )·car, '" del"nllon wllhoUI 'ri al 

by Ihe cnd <11 I <)<)l.lIld IlHIIl) o f 'urm: 1700r ",o re unlrie:d pol 'IIC:tI de'ainee~.1l Chemg"ng detcnlinn camp 

h:ld been h('11I for more th,w I"" ),e;]r, b) .he cnd of 199.' . A. l"asl :W o r her pol , .,ca l p'l,oners were tried 

dunng Ihe: )ear bUI dC!;lIb o f lhe ehargc~_ Ihe procl'cd.ng~ and .he: OUlcome o(th .. • Irial, ""ere " 01 lnown 

Fo rmcr polllleal de.amec, rC/torled that alter the Inre rmlllonal Cnnmlillce o flh c Rcd C r('"" 11 '" 

"""ed Ch"IIl!;'lIIg delen(lo n cri mp III bnualT their ~lraclk~ hnd been I'<.'mo"cd and conJillOtlS had 

IInprtl\ eJ Th.·r<.· w ..... e ne" rcp.)n, Of")11ur(' "nd ,II-Ir"alln<.-", ", poloce <'mlion~ ami 1''''''0 ''' In thc ~ou.h 

hll' Ih",w "ere 'e""rtir,1II In p'evrOllS )'1.':''''. In onc ,':0\"'. a I.Wmerrle.alnee ,aid .h", he had heen hent cll 

""Ihc'" ,I .. ·, ,,! Ihc !c,'l \\ hlle In C1r~lIx1y m Ga)'let:phuS'pohce ..... ,ion and lept h:tndellrtcd f,)r e.gh. rnOluh, 

"h,l .. III ,k.enChUl 0111 .• '<.11".11 J ,"1 In G.I)le~phul! 1)1,'ri";l 

Tlu': le "ere [dlc~;lll"'h I1 t •• hll,'" h) '",11)11-1\;)11,11);11,". hili det[lIl~ " · ... re dltrie ult m \,en")' 

:md com, nue 10 develop ,I~ a Irul y 

inrcmal lo nal. muh icullul1l llrurnan 

n ght s movement. 

T his annual re tto.1 ex ' 

po~ th", cnormou~ gap bc,wccn 

.he:. rheIO';C and n!alilY _. IdlU' 

goYCmnreUI~ ,say "boul hUlllat! 

.igh' ~and whal th .:y m:luall) do. It 

could not Iravc !lee" pur luge.lrer 

withou, Ihe .,;onrnhUllon of lire 

.Ir",",:ond .. o f h"llIan rig lrr, "el"'· 

r,h "ho :ue $t:lntilng up for hu 

m.," righ.~ III !hcir .,;n." UlUllIlle .. ; 

11I,lIIy of .hem ha"c h,ld ro r" l 

theIr h ve, u r dd y Ihclr gO\ern

lIIent 10 ,curdl 1nl' Ihe !ruth. 

As l!<l\emrn ... nt rcpre~."on 

and t,,"er (' Ivi] cOll lli et Ihre:II .. "l 

largc I)an, of Ihe "orld. 11 I~ bc· 

cOllllng . ncrca_"lIgly clc:.a r IIHlI 

hum:lI\ i ly'~ best hOI"!C li e~ w nh thc 

nuillo ns 'I f ordmal)' people on

\'ol"cd III th~ worldwide human 

righl\ movemelll \Vc arc proud 10 

he a pan or chis movcmcnt. "nd 

urge [1] 1 rcadcrs to jo in 11' ,n action 

Three 

"IN 

"Govern mentS that viCl imi7C 

human rights ac tiv ist'> 

invariabl), 

hide. If Ihey c a nnot 

people sJlCal.:ing o ul 

1l10~t ba~ic ri gh!!. of their 

Iow c iti zen s. i t b hi g hl y likely 

th:tlthc)' will n Ul to leralc 

~c nt a nd Ih e re rn re rely o n 

anu v iolence to m ain!:lin 

powe r." 

It F,PORT 199 .... Amnes t y 

Inl enll1tinn al . 

"1 am \lOt a pOlitiqan . I do nut 

In:,l.:e rhetorica l SI:lIe m e n u" I 

do not m ake threa t ~. If the 

~nulhcrn problc::m cannot he. 

rc\o lved . if a peflnancnt so lu 

linn cannot be fou nd . then the 

ling s h o u lu he held a ccount 

ahle and resign," 

King Jignl c 

\V;IIlt,:cim c k , quote d in 

Times, London - April 

199 .... 

MEDIA SCi.AN~iiiiiiiil 
l\lndern S ,)iril 

The Min i ~ l cr. ~eil l ed in an llrmc hair. launc h ed into 11 s peec h 

advocating Ih\: hcnefih o f governmet1l inte rventi o n in Illatle rs 

reli"lling 10 tou rism. herilage and t he e l\ v irOlllllellt. 

" H ow ca n wc::: let h appen 10 Bhutan what h as h appened 10 

o ll r neig hho urs? It would be a disaMer that would spc llthe e nu 

of o u r c ulture." The l\ ' in i ~ ler of Tmde and I ndll~lr)' (whose 

[loI1 10Iioco\'crs lou ri s m ). L yon [loOm Pradhan . :t m embcroflhe 

inncrc irclc o r the Kin g'."l·abine t was allud in g 10 Ihecal:. ~ t rophk 

effeCI:.. 1011 rism has hlld 0 11 the c ultures_ peop le~ and en v iro nllle nl 

or Nepill. 

With the flag of t he Thunde r D ragon Slacione d behind hi s 

dc!.k and a pholograph of the Killg above his c hair, ..... inisler 

Pradhiln spoke \\jth the allthonty that jux!1lro~cs h is pos ilion . 

E lo qucnt mul e lega ntl y dre:..sed in kilo. th e Mini s te r bcgu ilcs hi ~ 

~u hjec t s wit h a c harm that exposes his years as Ihe kingdom 's 

Amhassa dor to De lhi. 

C an a COunlry ex iSI in t,le 1 990~ where te levis io n s a re a " 

good as forbidden, national dress is obligat ory ilnd lelc phones 

have only j •• s l rcach ed h al f Ihe POPU lll lio n ? And w hat d o young 

"nl.! old. e ducated and n o n ·cduc ilted think of the governme nt and 

it s r ig id policies? A nd fi n ally whal of Ihc future? Can B hutan 

continue to res is t a world w h ose elect ronic m agnets know no 

border~ and a p pear tQ ha ve no limits? 

SA U'ASDEE (Thlli Int c l-nalilllHlI Airways) _ .Jun e 199 .... 

NC(lllh.'St: migrants turn backs 011 Uhull1lJ 

A fann e r of Nepa lese de~cent . Gane~ h yanr Poc kera] . in a few 

days will s ig n away hi s ci t i;.:en~hip of the H i m arayan kingdom 

of Bhutan w here h e was born, [lIld move 10 a Un ited N:lIions 

re fugee cainI' in J h"pa, cast Nep:.11. H e w ill nOt say so, hut he is 

part nf a camp:lig n of e thnic expans ion. 

I! e is no t being ex p e lled , Hi s lanel has n OI been confi scate d , 

lie ha~ nOI hcen threntened or coerced . The govc rnme nt , domi_ 

nated hy indi gen ous Drukpas, wants him to ~tay: indeed. it h as 

tempted hi m w ith m(ln cy. 

For a week Mr Pockeral , now homeles~, h as bee n Silting 

umkt' a b lue tarpau li n ~hcc t o ll lhe hank s of a r iver w ith hi s wife 

and fo ur children. \Vhcn hi s emigration document s are re:ldy, he 

wi l l leave. !Ic say~ noth ing ca n c hange hi s mind. What he d oes 

,]01 S1J y is that he i ~ con vi nced h e wi l! ret urn and reclai m hi s land 

a nd illore beside~, ,\he n Southern Bhuta n is cont rolled h y e th n ic 

Ne palese. 

Nep;ile .. e in ~ou t hern Bhu ta n say the :tuthorilies have gone 

OUl o f the ir way to tre a t the m we ll. "Bhu lan is 11 good Country. 

The k ing i ~ a good ma n ." Mr Pocke ral says, He and 37 o lhe r 

lega ll y re~ it.l e nt ethnic Nepalese families w h o are plann ing 10 

le;I\'(; ha ve b een o f fered a three·year tax ho lid:.1Y in a royal cd ic l 

h~ued laq week. SOllle hin e agreed to Stay. The king ha s made 

:,e vcra l personal trips to ~ou thern Bhuta n to pcr~uade leg:l ll y 

rc:"idcnI Ncpa lese 10 SI:I )'. There at\! perhap~ 150.000 ethnic 

Nepalc..,e kf l III Bhutan after Ihe exodus. 

The T;mt',~, Lund(lIl. "pd' ... . 1994. 
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The 73rd ~e~s ion of the Nationnl 
Assembly of Bhumn has been 
scheduled for sometime in Sep
tcmbcrorOcIOi>erthis year. Mak 
ing thi" announcement recently. 
the Nmional Assemb ly secretariat 
cnlled on members and govern
menl clepan melllS 10 submi t poi nts 
for dclibcrll1 ion. 

The focus of the last few 
sessions has been the problem III 

the south. [na routinethal has now 
become customary. the si ttings 
h:Jve been exclusively devoted to 
Lhotshampa bashing on the baSIS 
of inflammHlOry proposals. oflcn 
purporting tooriginme from south
em BhUlanese Assembly mem_ 

bers and public themsclves. call · 
ing for sterncr me:Jsures against 
southern Bhutanese. [n the pro
cess. the most offensive and bla
tanll y racist scnll ments are allowed 
to pass for nationalIstic fervour 
The "eleeted represermlllves" from 
the SOuth who total on ly 8 percent 
in the Assembly must suffer the 
indIgnity in silence. 

The notificalion from the 
Assembly ~ecretanat is the signal 
for d istrict administrators to begin 
the task of briefing thdr "repre
scnlal"'es"' for ..... hal has now be
come an annual ntual (the Assem

bly ha" nOl Illel twice a year since 
the problems in the l>outh began). 
This time. however. the Royal 
Civil Service Commissio n 
(RCSC) hns obviously taken the 
lend. The Commission which 

flaulllS its credemia!s as an equal 
opponunilY employer and trum_ 

pets its non-discriminatory func
tioning -- c laims thut an~ legiti· 
mately contested by 8hutanesc of 
every hue. regardless of ethnicity. 

not pan of the special coterie O t in 
eun em (avour of royalty -- has 
never missed an o pponunilY 10 

f:ln the flames. Undl.: r a Wily Sec
retary the RCSC has. in facl. with 

sollle outrageous repons. been:;in· 
gular ly successful in facil itating 
~rlle recent pa:.t performances in 
the august body. This time. too. 
the orchestrations have begun. 

hi a much publicized state
mel1l. the Secretary or Ihe Corn· 
mission. Deputy MlIlISter Khandu 
W rlllgc h uk. ex pressed disappoim_ 
ment over the "increal>lng numbc!r 
of Lhotshamp.t officials abscond
ing the country wilh govemmem 
money." In an mlerview carried 
by the BhuHln Broadcasllng Ser
vice (8 8S) . :lIld covered by 
Kllen .re/ under the IlIle Mnr e 
Lhotshu lIJp as abscond. 

Wungchuk s(IId Ihat "~uch (lclion 
on Ihe pan of Lhotshampa offi 
ctals desplle the non-dlscrimina_ 
tory policy followed by the royal 
govemrilenl and Ille trust bestow ... d 
upon them IS not only d lsappoint -
ing butl~ brillglngabout conslder-
able emb[lfra~sl1lent to Ihe Royal 
Govemm~I1I.·· 

The repot! goe~ on 10 State 
that dunng the yearlhree ~ou t herl1 

8hutanese government employ-
ee~ nt the ~ el) lowest nlllg of the 
ciVil ",ervlce c:ldre ··(.b"conded·· 

from the count ry. two allegedly 
wuh a total of Nu .61.664 of gov-
eflllllelll fund" . A student o f archi-
lecturl! III ,he United States also 
ro.:ponedly failed 10 retulll. Thel>e 
fOUl" c:tsc~ '" 199-1. which hav .... 

The Bhutan Review 

reponedly brought the 100al num
ber of civil service "absco'1(l\; rs" 
to 465. have resulted in the 

cm Bhutanese in theci"il service. 

Ihe Assembly has open Iy proposed 
bans on reCI'uilment and pro ll1o-

tops or whisper in the hallowed 
halls of the National Assembly 10 

publicize allegedly JUSt and fair 

j"Ioi. RCSO PDI/0I:.(j17)/9l/ ,,, 
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policies being followed by the 

governmenl. bUl blmant discrimi
nation against southem Bhutanese 
is Impossible to coneeai. Appli

cants for jobs have been denied 
opponu nities despite adequate 

qualifications and merit; students 
hnve been d en ied scho larships 
granted or financed by bi lateral 

dOllors and international agencies; 
dedicated officials who h:lve pUl 

in years of service in the ROYIII 
Government haye been deprived 
of wdl-deserved-promOlions and 
other benefits. 

In the inSla nces cited here. 
the Royal Civil Service Commis
sion cites non-receiJ» ofNOC from 
the Royul Bhutan Police to deny a 
Malaysian Government scholar
ship to one candidate. direCIS the 
concerned depan ment verball y to 
drop twocandidmes fora UNDPI 
Government of Austmlia financed 
training programme. while the De
panment of Education c:lneels a 
Government of India scholarship 
to a 2nd year medical student be~ 

cause Ihe Royal Government sus
pects his fa lher of being involved 
in ami-government proles ts. 

Meanwhi le. t he mui n mecha
nism for sc reeni ng OUI 
Ihot shampas remains i n place. 111e 

requi rement o f No Objeclion Cer
tificate (NOC) rrom the district 

'Udlllinislr~~:flll and police in the 
ease of southern BhuUtnese candi
dates continues even today forem 

ployment, trai ning. higher studies 
and soon . This NOC rt mainselu

s ive. In addition. new obstac les 
have been introduced . Travel re· 
strictions within the country for 
southern Bhulanese have funher 
helped deny LhotShampas of op

ponunities for schOOling and em· 
ployment. 

Considering IlIat the ~ab

sconding" of 4 persons represents 
Icss than I percent of the toml 

nurllber of civil servants that have 
"absconded" over the paSt three 

years. the government has little 
reason for disappointment or ror 
labelling this all "i nc reasing" phe
nomenon. And if it is the llIoney 
that the Royal Govo;:mment is eon
COOled about. surely there is no 
"' increase" on this front since the 
amounts in question arc: a lrifling 
compared tothe nlillions and mil· 
lion s of Ngu ltrums t hat past 
absconders have allegedly slolen . 
The recent pUhlic campaign by the 

Royal Civil Service Comm ission 
Secretary must be seen for what it 
is • a shameless attempt 10 create 
an uproar in the uJl'Comi ng Na
lio nal Assembly. 

lions. removal from sensitive posts 
REFUGEE CAMP INFORMATION appointment and concern over Ihe "nd even n comple te puq;e. 

"absconding" of Lhot~harnpa of- Through such a charade. the Royal Location District Refugees Students 
fjcial~ in "i ncreaslng numbers"' . Government has been able 10 cho- Timai Jhapa 8.199 3.365 It is evident from the hrou- reog"aph an inlense d efense of ils Goldhap Jhapa 7,820 2.990 h aha Ol'er t h r~.-e employees or lilt le alleged policy of non-discrimina_ 

Beldangi 1 Jhapa 14,703 5.054 con~equencc that the whole issue lion and beller than f:lit treatmelll 
Beldangi If Jhapa f 8.834 6.690 ha~ hecn r"i~o.:d exc lusive ly with of the elhnic'llly diftercnt south_ 

an eye toward~ the u],)Corning As- om Bhulane.'>C coml1luntly. But 
Bddangi IJ Ex!. Jhapa 9,599 3,575 

sembly se~slon . In each oflhe pasl "hat " the rea l truth aootl! the Sanischare( Pathri) Morang 16,725 5,250 
three ~I!ss ion .~ the Assembly htls. policies thal gU ide the Royal Civil Khudunabari(N) Jhapa 6,991 

3.206 sho., of demanding mass public Service Commbsion? Khudunabari (S) Jhapa 3,469 
tU'cutlOn of all ethnic· Nepall!se Copies of letters from rd- Total 86.340 30.130 
Bhutnnese. been pcrnllth:d 10 .n- eW'nt depallments of the Roya l Cumulalive binhs: 3,839 
suit and hunllllUle the southern Govemment speak forthcll1~dvcs . Cumulalive deaths: 2,574 
Bhut:lnese communi ty wi th COI1l- The Secretary of Ihe RCSC and The above figures are a, of June 30, 1994. plell! ab:lllllon In thecaseofsouth- others. too. may yell from Ihe roof-
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