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RTM in Geneva 
The biannual Round Table 
Meeting (RTM) between the 
Royal Government of Bhutan 
and its development partners is 
schedule d 10 lake place in 
Geneva on January 17. As pan 
of the preparatory process, the 
Royal Govemment held discus
sions with various governments 
and multila leral donor agencies 
towards the end of the year. 
While Planning Minister 
Chenkyab Dorji led a delega
tion to India, United Nations 
Headquaners in New York, 
European Headqunrtcn in Brus
sels and Swilzerland, Foreign 
Minister Dawn Tsering visited 
the United Nations Office in 
Geneva, Denmark. Austria and 
The Netherlands. At the end of 
the "sensitization" tours, the 
ministers described the meet
ings as "successfu l ", 

BHUTAN SHRINKING ? • 

One orlhe conclusions of 
the November 1992 Meeting of 
the European Communities on 
Development Co-ope rati on 
states that "the Community and 
Member States reaffinn their 
detennination to g ive priority 
to thei r suppon for areas for 
positi vc action .. .in part.icu lanhe 
setting up of new democratic 
insti tutions, strengthe ning the 

rule of law and encouragemenl 
of wider public panicipation". 
1I further Slates thal "these areas 
lX)uhJ. ~ ~upplernented by ac
tion in other areas such as: 
the promotion of a free press 
and other media ; 
the participallon by minorities 
in the benefits of development 
assistance and in w iderpQlitical 
processes; 
the underpinning o f peaceful 
senlemenl of internal and re
gion 
al conflicts; 
the suppon for political exiles 
wishing to return to their 
country of o rigin ". 
As the international donor corn
rnunhy prepares to address and 
disc uss Bhutan'S immediate 
needs, perhaps the long teml 
inlerest of the country will not 
be f{,rgollen. The meeting is an 
opponunity for donors to dis
play their Hdetennimnion 10 give 
priority to their suppon for ar
eas for positive action ... " 

Prisoners released 
The continuing efforts by the 
i ntemational commun i ty .. par
ticu larly the London based 
Amnesty International to get 
the re lease of j I legal ly detained 
political prisoners in Bhutan 
has bee~ bearing fruits. The 
year end saw "roya l pardon" 
to another 17 ~detainees ar
rested for anti-national activi
ties" bringing the to tal num
ber of politica l prisoners re
leased so far to 1,683. 

Many of the "detainees" 
released on December26 were 
held in custody for the last 
four years without fo rma l 
charges or trial . 

Bhutan is 6,423 square 
kilometres smaller than it was 
believed to be in the past . The 
officia l week ly newspaper 
Kuenst!1 reponed on December 
3 that studies of satellite imag
ery and irnensive ground sur
veys have revealed that "the to
tal area of the kingdom is 40,077 
square kilometres and not 46,500 
square kilometres as it was pre
viously documented." W hi le 
making the new figures public, 
the ROyll1 Government ha s 
Stressed that the correc ti on 
merely reflects new estimates of 
the land-m ass and "nOt a change 
in the natio nal boundary." 

The magnitude of "error" 
attributed to past surveyors by 
the Royal Government must be 
considered against the follow
ing ground conditions: Bhutan 
is roughly 300 kilometres east to 
west, and 150 kilometres nonh 
to south. The revela lion implies 
that in the past the government 
took into its calcullllions excess 
area equivalent to a strip of land 
over2 1 ki lometres wide running 
east to west, or a s trip nearly 43 
kilomelrc:s wide running north 
to sou th . The very idea that s uc h 
an "error" is possible is prepos· 
terous. 

Such a s tanling revelation 
wouid have had a shocking ef
fect anywhere else in the world, 
where thcsugges tion oflln error 
of over 16 percent in the simple 
process of measurement "nd 
calcu lation of a defined area 
would be received with both 
consternation and ridicule. The 
knowledge th at this could not 
be possible would be fo llowed 
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Bhutanese officials visit Arunachal Pradesh 
The problem in southern Bhutan 
was a creation of the Royal Gov. 
ernment . However, the ill-con
ceived s trategy is slowly back
firing on the regime. The prob
lem is no longer confined to the 
south. The formation ill June 
last year of the Druk National 
Congress (ONC) by northern 
Bhutanese, headed by a promi
nent easteOl Bhutanese busi
nessmen, cal ling for democratic 
refomls and respect for human 
rights in the country was a big 
blow to the government's policy 
of divide and rule, Agains t this 
background, the Royal Govern
ment despatched a delegat ion 
headed by the Dzongdag o f 
Samdrup Jongkhar district ac· 
companied by atleast five pa
lice officials to the state of 
Anmachal Pradesh in nonheast
em India to discuss the possi 
bility ofthe re turn of Bhutanese 
mostly from eastern dis tricts 
who have been living in exile 
for many years because of re
pression in Bhutan. 

Forced labour is practiced 
in Bhutan in various forms . In 
view of the nalion's limited 
manpower, people have come 
forward to contribute to dc.vel
opmenl works whenever nec
essary. The increasing demands 
ofroyahy and "superiors" for a 
share of the co n scr ipted 

worlCforce, however, meant 
more frequent stints for the 
rural popu lation. Unable to cul
tivateone'sown land and at the 
same time to provide the fre
quent free labour contribution 
demands , many people espe
cially from the east and south 
leftthecountrY during the past 
few decades. Over 5,000 such 
peoplefromeastem Bhutanare 
presently li v ing in the north~ 

eastern hill s tates of India. 
Worried by the prospect 

that these people in eltile may 
join dissident groups, the Gov
ernment now wants them back: 
in the country. On the other 
hand, there are a few people 
belonging to India's Arunachal 
Pradesh s tate who ha ve been 
permanentty domiciled in 
Bhutan . The Royal Govern
ment has proposed that these 
peoplc be repatriated to India 
in exchange for some 3,000 
eastern Bhutanese in exi le in 
that state. 

Thedelegatlon wh.c h VtS
ited !tanagar, Bomdi1lu and 
Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh 
during the third week of De
cember, however, declined a 
meeting with representatives 
ofB hutanesc living in the area. 
TIlere were also reports of the 
Ho me Minister Dago T shering 
visiting the eastern s tates of 

India to convince the people to 
relum. lnanotherconfusingde
velopment. however, the 
Dzongdag of Samdrup 
Jongkhar reportedly toured the 
district prior to visiting 
AnmachaJ Pradesh and warned 
the people, especially in 
Shinkharlauri, that anyone fa
cilitating the return of 
Bhutanese in exi le would be 
dea lt with severely. 

In 1983 the Royal Gov
ernment allowed a batch of 
some 300 eastern Bhutanese in 
exi le to return from S hillong in 
Meghalaya following unrest in 
that state. Among the many 
who fled the country to avoid 
extreme taxation in the ear)y 
1960s, the returning 
Shillongpas were used as 
manual labourers in the 
Dungsam Cement Project in 
Nganglamon minimum wages. 
Despite assurances, they were 
denied all c itizenship righlS. 
including their request to be 
allowed to re-regIster 10 theu 
former v ill ages. 

In a related developme nt, 
following the October 22-29 
raids on a lleged Bodo militant 
camps inside Bhutanese terri · 
tory by the Indi an paramilitary 
Border Security Force, a secret 
high level meeting between the 
representatives of the two gov-

by alann over the possibility that 
many areas and its res idents 
might be found to lie outside the 
country's limits . 

Obvious ly nOOlle was per
turbed in Bhutan, for no ques
tions were raised · possibly be
cause most Bhulllnese are aware 
that no one lives in the rarefied 
atmosphere around Kula Kangri, 
Bhutan's (formerly'!) highest 
mountain . The new "estimates" 
will soon find consiste1l1 appli· 
cation, nonetheless. The prece
dent has "Iready been set for 
such revi sions. Only just over 
two year" aiO, Ihe fi c titious 
popu lation of th~ countrv stood 
al a little over 1.4 mt!h')f1 and 
was growin81lt a healthy ('!' 2.2 
per cent until His Majcsty (le

cided to admit to a visiting Jour
nalist that the number of his sub
jects in fac t to talled only around 
600.000. W ilh Ihis royal disc lo
s ure. Bhulanese s tati s t ics 
changed overnight. Two long 
years down the road, without a 
policy decision on the hypotheti
cal growth rate 10 be incorpo
ruted, theesti maled IOta l remains 
the same. Cows, yaks, horses, 
and even poUltry, are counted 
and tabulated to the neares t 
whole number - citizens, it ap
pears, are much more difficult to 
cou nt ! 

Will Bhulan's area remain 
the ,.atTIe. inexplicably grow or 
s hrink funher? It would be un
wise to hazard a gucss. Already 
" me".sured, calculated, dCI"'" 
mined and fixed figure (see Box) 
has mysteriously shrunk, there 
is nothing 10 prevent thal from 
happening agai n. 

Report '94 
BHUTAN: Rig/us Q,uJ Refu
gees. Report '94 , the third in 
the series of annual publica
tions by the "Iuman Righls 
Organization of Bhutlln 
( HUROB) has been released. 
The 4O-page document briefly 
summari zes the human rights 
si tuation in Bhutan and pro
vides an updateon the Bhutan
Nepal bilateral talks aimed at 
resolving the BhuLanese refu
gee problem in Nepal . It alSQ 
carries extrocts from selecl 
publications of 1994 on hu
man rights practices in 
Bhutan . Besides detailing 
some case-histories of people 
evicted from Bhutan and ac
counts of prisoners re leased 
during the year, Report '94 
summa ri 'l.CS events and de
velopments of 1994 related to 
the current c ris is in the coun
.".. 

Repurt '94 is available 
from the orticcs of the Hu
man Rights Organization of 
Bhutan ( H UROB) in 
KllIhmandu and Jhapa. 

ernments took place in 
Gaylegphug. TIle 18-19 No
vember meeting was altendcd 
by Home Minister Dago 
T shering and Dzongdagsofthe 
southern districts for Bhutan, 
and for Ihe Government of In
dia by the C hief Minister of 
Assam and senio r police llnd 
administrlltive officials of the 
state, 
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Rl.~tan" REVIEW 
1995 • ANOTHER YEAR OF HOPE 

Time flies. it is said· but only the good times. it is implied. 
However, for those orus forced iOlo exile. the worst of limes 
seem 10 fly even faster. Even when we do not want that they 
should. Now 1994 100 hns gone. and we are still to away from 
home. It is parndoJticalll\al while it seems lotake us an eternity 
just to gel through each vacanl. empty day, yet we look back 
to find how quickly still nnOlher yearhns s lipped by. And once 
again. all 100 soon, it is time for the customary retrospection . 

The past year departed seemingly leaving n bad taste in 
the mouth. It wasn't just thespiritcdattitudeorthe King in New 
Delhi that caused BhuLanese refugees to bid 1994 farewell in 
a despondent fashion. In fact. much as the monarch's lough. 
talk may have been aimed to intimidate dissidents and His 
Majesty's Govemment before the next round ofbilntera1talks, 
given the nature of the King's revelations, only his own 
positionandesleemwi1l have suffered in the end. Nonetheless, 
a refugee community already frustrated by months ofimlction 
could not be blruncd forbei ng furtherdejccted by tllcirmonarch's 
stubborn posture. 

True, the bilateral talks between Bhutan and Nepal was 
a d isappointment. During Ihe year, the three rounds of nego
tiations brought the two sides no closer to a resolution. After 
the June "dead lock", to aggravme mattcn;, any hopes that 
further parleys within the year would help steer the two sides 
towards agreement Of) basic issues was lost when political 
instability in Nepal resulted in temporary derailment of the 
process itself. And solhe situation remained until the end of the 
y=. 

The unplanned prolonged hiatus served Bhutan well. For 
six long months Thimphu earned a respite as the world 
focussed on other issues and regions. When the spotlight did 
return to Nepal. only naturally. Nepalese politics rather than 
Bhutanese refugees received more attention. For many gov
enunel1lS, and some individuals, whose conscience was pricked 
by the plight of the victims of the Royal Government's repres
sive measures, but who, al the same time, had nodesire to rock 
the Bhutanese royal boal. could also sh rug comfonably and 
point to the suspended talles to justify deferring their own 
dccisions. Delays in the outcome of bilateral cffons meant a 
convenient excuse for their own lack of initiatives. For the 
refugee in his hut, the extended period of inactivity and 

'protracted silcncemcant even greater frustration and despair. 
But 1994 was not as disastrous n year as the gcneral year-

end gloom might seem to suggest. In so far as initiatives for a 
resolution of the problem of southern Bhutan and the issue of 
Bhutanese refugees in Nepal are concerned. the year had its 
share of important occasions. Foremost was the visi l of the 
Assistant Secretary of the U.S. State Department to both 
Bhutan and the refugee camps. Likewise. the UN High Com
missioner for Humnn Rights made it Cl point to speak to 
representatives of refugees in Jhapa after his discussions with 
the King and his officia.ls in Thimphu. And although reports 
from various sources have reported alleged government repres
s ive measures in the p3$t, Amnesty International,thc Londoll
based international human rights group, specifically indicted 
the Royal Government on charges of forcible evictions in a 
special repon on forced exile from Bhutan released in August. 
The Inlemational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) contin
ued to visit Bhutan to monllor the coridhion or prisons and 
prisoners in the Kingdom. More s ignificantly. the UN Human 
Rights Commission's Work..ing Group on Arbitrary Detention 
visited the country in October. 

In the refugee camps too. there were visitors. Many made 
t11e trip to check on the welfare of the rerugees. Some went to 
thecamps tOIllOllitor nssis tnnceprogrammes. But, a great many 
visited thecampsand talked 10 the people todetemline the truth 
about why and how they had come to become refugees. And. 
apparently most were satis fied from their interviews and obser
vations that the Royal Government was guilty ofreprcssive and 
unfair means to OUSI legitimatc citizens. Consequent ly. as 
opposed to the previous year. a large number from the diplo
matic community represenling influential countrics public ly 
demonstrated their concern and support for refugees denied 
theirrighls by the government. nws "repatriation on the basis 
o finternation:.ll y rccogniZ;ed nomlS and laws". and other such 
sentiments weft: CJl.pressed in public fom. 

It is not s urprising. of course, that Thimphu refuses to 
publicly aclulowledge the significance of these visits. For a 
regime that sti ll keeps up a pretenseofall-is-well- and has the 
means and official mechanisms to convey and control this 
impressidn to its public _ it was but natunil that even the visit of 
a delegation charged wilh investigating repons of arbitrary 
arrests and illegal detention cou ld s imply be classified as 
routine. 

Butlry as t11e regime might todownplay their inlportance. 
these events of 1994 will play their role in resolving the 
problem facing Bhutan today . 1lleblusterofthe Royal Govcrn
ment has not been matched, and cannot be matched. by the truth 
necessary to dcfend its current unjus t policies before the world. 
So, as a new year begins, the Bhutanese refugee community 
continues to look forward to the days ahead with optintiSI11 and 
hope. 1995 could still bethe special year for many in thecamps. 

The Bhutan Review Paue Two 

Unfinished Business of the 20th Century I 
11le dfon to advance social de
velopment, and to make the most 
basic benefits of progress avail
able to a ll . is a cause which. in 
various fonns. has inspired men 
and women throughout the ages. 
But it is a cause which has only 
begun to gain significant trac tion 
in this century. And it is this his
torical context which is the stron
gest argument against pessimism. 

Forten thousand years. civi l 
societies have almost invariably 
been s truc tured by, and for the 
principal benefit of. a small pro
ponion of their members. And 
for most or those ten thousand 
years. thisstateofaffain; has been 
promoted as nom\al, natural. and 
necessary. Codifying this ten
dency in a famous book. the 19th
century Italian scholar Gnelano 
Mosca noted: 

"Among the constalll facts 
and tendencies that are to be 
fouru/ ill all political organisnu. 
one is so obvious that it is appar
tint to the most casual eye. In all 
.nx;ieties, two cla.tses appear - a 
cla.ss that rules and a class that is 
ruled. Thefirstclass - always the 
/e.u numerous - performs all p0-

litical functions, monopolizes 
power ond enjoy.t the advantages 
that power bring.f, whereas the 
second, the more nllmerous cla:u, 
is direCIed and controlled by the 
first, in a manner that i.' now 
more or less legal, now more or 
less arbitrary and violent." 

Only against this back
ground of the astonishing geo
graphical and historical durabil
ity of these "constant facts and 
lelldt'IIcie.," can the scale of this 

century's achievements be seen. 
Almostevery previous era, 

for example, would have found 
absurd, if not trcAsonous, the 
notion that society should be 
organized in the interes\s of the 
many. or that benefits ofknowl
edge should be shared by a ll. In 
ancient Egypt. in pre-colonial 
India. amJ in Europe from the 
days of the Druids of the Middle 
Ages. the written languagc. and 
access to religious texts, were 
delibe'rBlely restric tcd in order 
to preserve the status and power 
of the few. 

Unti l comparatively recent 
times, that power has not been 
allowed 10 travel very far from 
the centre of any sOCiety. Even 
thecelebrnted djrect democracy 
of 5th.century Athens was a 
government of the few. by the 
few. for the few. w ith no place 
and vote for women. formanual 
labourer!, for free men without 
s ufficient prcperty. or for the 
60.000 - 80,1)00 s laves and chat
tels who tended the cradle of 
democracy. Almost 2.000 years 
later. in the new Athens of Re
naissance Aorence. powcr and 
privi leges were also concen
trated, except for the briefest 
periods. in thehllndsof I SO fami 
lies whose combined wealth 
exceeded that of 90% of the 
Aorentine citizenry: only those 
of ".~taIUS arid SubslOllce" could 
hold office. and they did so ''for 
'he bellt'fit afthe rich alld pow
erfulaf the expense of the poor 
and lowly." Similarly. in the 
Fmnceofthe Enliglllenment. the 
idea t11at the mass of the people 
!;xisted to serve the state and its 
elite was renectcd in legislation 
that specifically exempted the 
land-owning lIobility from taxes 
but forced those who tilled the 
land to pay more than a quarter 
of their incomes to finance the 

wars, tilepagellnts. and thecha
LCaux of the s tate. 
Divine Sanction 
Such extremes o r elitism were 
maintained not on ly by force but 
by an underl ying ethic which 
sought to prescnt this state of 
affairs as divinely approved . 
C hina's mandarins justified their 
exclusive rule on the basis that 
they alone could interpret the 
wil l of the gods: Islamic lenders 
have sometimes invoked the 
same principles to justify the 
exclusio n of people from par
ticipation in government; and 
long before the British raj at
tempted to authcnticate its rule 
in I.ndia wit11thc stamp of duty 
and religion. Hindu e lites had 
refined t11cir own methods of 
ensuring that' the lower orders 
knew their place. 

Even when in direct con
tradiction to the most basic teach
ings of religion, such class divi
sions have insisted o n their di
vine legitimacy. The Christian 
message, for example, has often 
been corrupted to serve the ~rich 
nnd powerful al the expense of 
the poor and lowly" and to let 
the laller know that thci r inferior 
status was ordained by God: in 
Su nday schools and churches 
throughout the Christian world 
today. a favourite hymn contin
ues to remind the faithflll that 
"The rich man i'l his castle. the 
poor man af his gate, God gave 
them all their .UllIion, alld or
dered tludreSfate. " ,All Things 
Bright and Beautiful] 

This idea of a c lass born to 
rule. and 10 enjoy thereby a vir-

tual monopoly of privilege and 
progress, has survived in one 
fonn o r another - aristocrat over 
peasant. white race over black. 
European over Asian and Afri
can, owner over worker, male 
over female - even thro,",gh th~ 
great liberal revolutions of the 
modern era . The American 
Revolution of 1776 left s lavery 
intact. The French Revolution 
o f 1789 resulted not only in die· 
tatonhip but. as Marat com
plained in the l790s. in the re
placemcnt of an aristocmcy of 
binh by an aristocracy of wealth. 
And in the follow ing century. 
the independence movements of 
Latin America brought to power 
governmcnts which. in the words 
of hi storian Em ilia Vioui da 
Costa. "lOok 110 account of Ihe 
mass of the popUlation, whom 
tlleyfeared arid de.fpised. "Simi
tarly. 20th-century struggles 
against coloniali SIll i n Africa and 
Asia have often resulted. as Rajni 
Kothari has wri tten, "ill /10 more 
than a t ransfer of power from 
one eUte to another. " 
Unfinished Duslness 
Only in this century. and par:
ticularly in the las l SO years, 
have these 'b:mSIO /lt faclS ond 
tendencies" begun to be trans
fo mled. 

Half acentury ago, over SO 
nations in Africll and Asia were 
ruled from London . Paris. 
Lisbon, Brussels. orTheHague. 
Halfa century ogo. the National 
Puny was about to introduce 
ronnnl apanheid in Sou th Af
rica. Ha1f a century ago, corn· 
munism, which h(ld subs titutcd 
the P.1rty for the class that was 
born to rule. was establishing 
itselr across Eastern Europe and 
beginning its advance into many 
arcas of the developi ng world. 
I-Ialf a century ago. women in 
France and Japan did 1101 have 

the right to vote. And half a 
cent ury ago, across much of the 
United Slates, a black person 
could ncither VOle, nor serve on 
ujury, nor eat in certain restau
rants. nor occupy a bus seat if a 
whi te person was standing. 

As an overall indication of 
this change, it ncodonly be noted 
that SO years ago o nly a small 
percentage of the world's people 
had a voice or vote in the selec
tion of those who governed them; 
today, the proponion has risen 
to between half and three quar 
ters. 

Many societies are still di
vided into unaccountable rulers 
and unconsenting ruled. Many 
more remai n divided into privi 
leged few and impoverished 
many . In most. t11e basic ben
efits of progress have not yet 
been made available to the ma
jority. Nonetheless, one would 
have to be not just a cynic but a 
recluse to deny that this age-old 
order is being shaken in our 
times. At a minimum. the under 
lying ethic that has endu~ for 
so much of human history is 
clearly losing its grip on human 
affairs; there is hardly any sod 
ery in the world today where the 
idea of a class born to rule, an 
idea defended by moral philoso
phers and political lenders from 
Aristotle to Churchill. is ac 
cepted as right. or nonnal. or in 
the nature of things ' ... 
Sea Change 
This is the historical context or 
the s trogglefordevelopmentlha 
is now reaching such a critical 
stage. And the paniculars oftha 

struggle - including the setting 
of goals for the protection of 
children and theaHempt to bring 
such services as immunization 
basic health care, famil y plan 
ning, water anei san itation. or 
primary cdUl;:ation 10 nil com 
munitics - are pan oftbeauemp 
to carry this struggle through to 
its completion. They a rc the 
manifes tation of the idea that 
the most basic advantages of 
progress should be put at the 
disposal of all ; and they are the 
embodi ment of the principle that 
sociely should be organized in 
the interests of the many rather 
than the few. 

Completing this historic 
process is the chief unfinished 
business of the 20th century 
And on ou r success or failure 
will depend the outcome of the 
race against time. Only if this 
cause is seen through to a con 
clusion in the years immediate ly 
ahead will it be possible for the 
world 'tocope with the problems 
of population growth. environ 
mental dele rioration. social dis 
integration - and the challenge 
of s ustaining new democracies 
From UNICEF's The S tale 
of the World's Children 
1995 

New Year Crtttings 
1llC HUman Rights Organi
zatiOll of Bhutan (HUROB) 
and the Rel,jell' family wishes 
all readers and well-wishers 
a very Happy New Ycar. 
Bom in exile in January 1993. 
n,e Bhllum Rel'iew has also 
completed tWQ full years. We 
take this opportun.ity to ex
press our sin"'''ere gratirude 
and thanks to numerous 
rriends who have generously 
contributed making the pub
lishing of the Re\'iew and 
other HUROB publictlliQns 
DOssible. 



His Majesty King Jigme S ingye 
Wangchuck never ceases to sur
prise. And the bombsluells, when 
they do explode, invariably seem 
10 be hurled from the safety and 
iecurity of distant New Delhi . ' 

Almost two years ago to the 
day, Ihe mo narch c hose the Indian 
capital togive a hard-hilling inter
view 10 IlIIlndian daily. Not 5!ltis
fied with attacking dissidents, the 
King lambasted the Nepalese gov
ernment and was most unchari 
table lo wards the Nepalese lead
ership. Coming from someone who 
undl then had successfull y nur_ 
tured an image of an understand
ing and mode rate monarc h des
perute ly fending hard-liners wit.hin 
his government. the rhetoric was 
unehamcteristic. 

ThaI it indeed was a case o f 
an inexplicable and irregullU' rise 
in metabolism seemed to be true 
as the fireworks soon subsided. 
Back m Bhutan, His M~eSIY o nce 
again assumed the ro le o f,a level
headed and reasoua51e SUltes man 
slcillfully we3ving a b le nd of c ul
ture, identity, environment etc. 
before rapt special invitees. The 
spewing o f illogical proposi tio ns 
nlo ngwith the fire and brimslOne 
were left 10 the MiniSlersandOther 
functio naries. In the COUI'SC of Ihe 
rwo years since the o ulburst , the 
care full y sculptured royal image 
was resurrected and the origi nal 
propaganda slrategy reslOred -
moderate . rational leader versus 
hard-line, irrational officials. 

Whereas the cool mountain 
air o f Thimphu seemillgly does 
wondeni fo r His Majesty's me ntnl 
health, e nabling the monarch to 
ell!X>und on issues with clari ty and 
convic tion , helping convert even 

the most sceptical (but previo usly 
ve tled and softened) journa list, the 
Indian capital appears to have a 
strange dfect. On a private visit to 
New De'lhi this pasl December the 
King s!X>ke nt le ng th 10 Rame!h 
Chandran of Tile SU,uklY Times of 
ImUa. And. as he did two years 
IIgo. he o pted to reveal more of 
himself in the Indian c ity than he 
usua ll y has done in his o wn cnpi tal 
c ity Thimphu. And, as in the laM 
instance o f the thunderous Great 
Reve lat io n . d iscerning readers 
have been left gasping on Ihis oc
casion, 100. If the January 1993 
tirade served only 10 prove that the 
Inooetate monarch hype wa.~ an 
engineered mylh, the convolmed 
logic and prepoSlerous suggestions 
of the December 1994 interview 
does much damage 10 the roynl 
"erudite" image. 

1lie tone anddireclion oflhe 
inte r view a re se t by t h e 
corn:sponde nl'S synopsis of th e: 
Royal Government's vers io n of the 
southern Bhmanese CriSIS which 
precedes the aClOal interview. 
Thus, the c rux of the problem is 
this: "the results of an official 
Bhutanesecensus [in 1988J31uon
bhed ru lers in Thimphu" bccuuse 
the ~Lhot shampa population hnd 
sweJled dramatically in compari -
50nto thei ndigenous Omkpas" as 
illegal Nepali s had fl ocked to 
southe rn Bhulan "attrac ted by fer_ 
Iile land. free educalion, free medi
cal care atfd a welter of agricu]
turolsubsidiesoffered by the royal 
government". "Alanncd by npocn
Iyptic visions of 'Greater Nepal' 
and berng marginali zed in the1r 
own country. measures wen: rop
idly imple mented to ' Iegit imisc' 
Bhuulllese c it izens. King Jigme 
decreed thatlhe 'Origla m NamL.ha· 
- meaning 'U'adilional values and 
etiqucllc' - beenforced to promou~ 

Bhutan 's natio nal ide ntity." South
e rn Bhutancse reacted with mass 
demonstratio ns in fi ve southe m 
districts. "From na"lIy propaganda 
cnmpaigns targellingthe King asa 
wicked despot, their movement 
gradually d egene rated inlO gro
te sque violence." leadi n g to 
"disembowelling, behcadings, and 
awful inju ries inflicted by 
Khukris." Olandran summarizes 
o n behal f of the Royal Govern_ 
mem o 

II isn't surpris ing. therefore. 
to find the King responding to u 
series o f leading q uestions obvi
o usly framed to a llow the mon
arch to best preselll his views. 
Unfortunate ly forthe mo narch. he 
sti 11 manages 10 t ie hi mscl fin knOtS. 
Because the very foundlll ion of 
his e nlire argumem is s uspect and 
res ts on untruths. even wilh a n 
accommodating accomplice. His 
Majesty looks leu Ihe sharp, logi
cal and perceplive person he has 
o ften been made OUI 10 be. 

HTwo foc: tors emerge with 
unmistakableclarily : O ne, reso lu
tion o f southern Bhutan's crisis, 
and second. enduring friendship 
with India." SlllleS C handrun. Un
fo rtunate ly, o n the fi rst account . 
nothing could be further from the 
trul h . Has the corresponde m 
cheated us by printing o ut a lrun
scriP' Ihal is complete ly different 
from hi s ac tual conversation w ith 
the King? Nowhere in the inter
view has il been s tated o r even 
implied Ihat the mo narch des ires a 
Solulio n . The focus is on contro l
ling the situation in the south, not 
o n solving the problem there. In 
facl, two fac lors do indeed "cmerge 
with unmistakable clarity": O ne, 
the deliberate altempl o n the part 

of the Bhutanese monarch and his 
governme nt 10 delay resolution of 
southern Bhutan's c risis. and sec
o nd.the willingness oisotlle in the 
media toselllhemselves fo r a price. 

Coming as it does, s ho rtly 
before the nex t round o f bil:uerul 
ta lks between Bhman and Nepal, 
Ihe bluster and lo ugh approueh o f 
the King as part of 'legotia ting 
stmtegy is nOl surpris ing. How
ever. for someone known for his 
erudition and articulation, face ts 
of his personality tbat Chandmn 
faithfu lly did not fail to observe 
and e"lol, Ihat the King hoped 10 
get away wilh some absolutely 
no nsensical ideas is eurcmely 
naive. 

To begin w ith . I'lis MAjcSty 
apparently implies siniste r imer
muional des igns when he makes 
ubsurd accusatio ns that Ihe refu
gees camps in Nepa] are special 
w ith the Uni ted Nations High 
Co mmi ss io ner for Refugees 
( UNHCR) providi ng preferenlial 
treatmenl and faci lilies de n ied 
refugceselsewliere. 1t renects very 
poorly o n the King's understand
ing of the role, func tions !ltId au
tho rity o f an international o rg an i_ 
Ult lo n o f w hich his own nation IS 

a me mber. ifhe believes that sueh 
special cons iderntions IU'e possible . 
It is also especia lly painfu l for 
Bhutanese to find Ihei ,· monarc h 
c hipping uway al his own "crudi
lio n " by slill insisting tha t refu· 
gees, In addit ion 10 lavhh facili 
ties. receive "3 do] lars a day ". Con
sidering that the refugee popula
lion averaged 70,000. gO.OOO and 
85.000 during 1992. 1993 and 
1994, according to the Killg, an 
astronomical sum o f 498 mi ll ion 
dollars have been dishursed in clIsh 
10 I3hutanese refugees over the 
IlIst three years. (For the record. 
the tOlal cumulative expendit ure 

so far for BhUlanese rdugees in 
Nepal is o l1ly around !'IO million 
dollars.) 

Indeed . one deleclS n hint of 
envy as Hi s Mujes ty lislS the fa
ci lities provided 10 re fu gees in 
Nepal. According 10 him, Ihese 
att ract poor NepAlis 10 lhe camps. 
Let alo ne Ihe pooc fro m the re
gion. with .. lis MajeslY's de la iled 
enumeration of facilit ies Ihllt in 
clude "gas stoves" and "free hous
ing, free electric ity. drinking wa
ler. pcopCr sanilation. free monlhly 
rations, nutrition:J.I SUStenance, free 
c lothing, blankets, education upto 
class 10. and 3 do llllTll a d ny," 
UNHCR may SOOI1 have its h:lnds 
fll ll trying to keep IIway the well
to -do from America and Europe 
wanting to live ns refugees in 
Nepal! 

Tosupportthe IU'gumentlhal 
the refugee camps in Nepal house 
people whoare not Bhutaneseciti
:./:ens. the King utilizell the oppor
tunity 10 describe the horrendo us 
econo mic p light o flhe" I 0 l1Ii llio n 
Nepal is in India, nearly 20 million 
in Nepal and 87 per cent of the m 
are survi vi ng o n subsistence farm · 
ing." The King wi ll have the read
ers believe that these people are 
drawn to the camps fo r the fre e 
handouts. I f it is indeed the case, 
a:; Hi s Majesty takes pams to im
press upon the readers , Ihat mere 
IIIOrtals are guided solely by such 
material considerat ions. his own 
statistics would hnve 27. 1 million 
people o f NepaJi o rig in knocking 
o n the doors of the re fugee camps 
in Nepal. This has nOI happened. 
Fonunateiy for IlIe world, con
trary 10 the King'5 views, mankind 
has 1101 yet degenerated 10 Iouch 
base levels that every Shred o f 

dignity and pride is so easily dis
carded . 

The inlerview abounds in 
OIhe r inconsistencies alld con!m
d ic d ons. While these inCllnsisten· 
cies have been conveniently over
looked in the past by a doting 
media and some amo ng the donor 
community , Ihe Royal Govern
ment cannot ge t away with repeat
ing the m fo rever. His Majesty puts 
some o f Ihe illogical arguments 
preser)loo by his government in 
his own words. The resourcefu l· 
ness wi th which the same expres
sions are conveniently used on 
different occasions by both the 
!(jng and his officialll would be 
praiseworthy, but fo r the factthnt 
even for the gu llible o msider it is 
becoming extrem e ly di fficu lt 10 

believe. On the one hand, the gov
ernment says, "southern BhutulI 
Stoodoul lIS a beacon" to im!X>ver
ished Nepalis in the immediate 
past because o f the "free educa
tio n, free medica l care~ e tc .. but 
now people from Ihis same soulh 
em Bhutan are allegedly IIltracted 
to the refugee camps and are "vol
untarily" e migraling fo r "freeH 

ho using. education CIC. 
Th e RoyBl Government 

bases its "illegal econo mic mi
grants" theory o n the c lui lll on the 
ex tremely goOd (IUality o r life in 
southern Bhutan . On the onc hand, 
Nepalis ..... e re a llcgedly attruc ted 
to bountiful southe rn Bhulan ;md 
the " free educatioll . free medical 
care" elC. Yet His Mnjesty claims 
to be trying 10 win over somhem 
Bhulllnese by i mprovi n g the 
economy of the !IOuth through In_ 
c reased budget a llocations fo r the 
region. This sudde n necd to im
prove. the econo mic lot of people 

I n soulhe rn Bllll1an is hardly con· 
sistent with the slandard refrain o f 
the govemme nl Ihat this region is 

the tllOSI wel l-Io-do througholll the 
kingdom. Meanwh ile, even as the 
time to make good on his promise 
10 abdicatl: f9r failing tn resolve 
the proble m in Ihree yeflrs has 
come and gonc, il is reassuring 10 

fi nd ou t from th is interview 
("That's ho w I gotthe4.9 1 bill ion 
rupee f u nds for Southern 
Bhulan !") lliattlie lhrcat was never 
real! 

Hi s M aj eSIY has c learly 
pinned his hopes on procrnslina
tion. He insiSIS that principles muSI 
be resolved to deal wi th the four 
categories (three of which com
prise B hutnnese citizens) of people 
in the cam ps befo re verification 
can begin . W hile do ing everything 
to ensure that 11 th ird of southern 
Bhutan's popu lation is prevented 
from relurnj n g home, "Our 
sU'Cngth will be in winning the 
heans and minds o f the people of 
south Bhulan ," the King avers. It 
would appear obvious to even a 
simpleton that rea l strength lies in 
resolv in g the prob lcm facing 
Bhutan. 

From Th e 
World's C I/iltlrell 

wNo 10llger are people w~~~:~ I 
10 accept thllt,societics s 
be so o rganized (hat progress, 
knowledge, IInd rig hts. sho uld 
remnin the monopoly of the 
few ." 
"M a ny o f the c hanges needed 
to implement today's develop
ment consensus mn dtrectly 
counter (0 deeply entrenched 
vested inte rests. ri 
riThe underl ying ethic fth at 'un
accountable rule?' may lord 
over the 'unconsenling I 
that has e ndun .. "<1 fo r so ""'cI>ofl 
h uman history is clearly 
ils g rip o n human affairs." 
"Despite the set - backs, 
march lown rds 
across so much of (he world i 
recent years the re fore 

w hic h , if s us ta ined . could 

damentally alter the p~~~,:: I 
for develo pme nt in the 
ahead." 

MEDIA SCAN 
"Two yep. rs ago factually three, Ed.) the somnolent proceedings at 
the National Assembly in Thimphu weret.hrown in n turmoil a ft er a n 
e lectrifying s uggestion offered by Bhutan's wid e ly admired m o n
arch. King J igme Singye Wangchuck caused C()nste rna t.ion amo ng 
his s ubjects by declaring that if the ~crisis" in southe rn Bhuta n was 
nOI solved, he would abdicate in favour of 11 bette r system that could 
peacefu lly resol ve the proble m . It was a n idea tllllt he repeated to this 
correspondent Imd Tht! SUl1day Times oJ IIIfJjfl last J une. For most 
Bhuta ncse it was inconceivable that there could be a belle r system o f 
governance than the ex isting enlightelled monarchy. Fo routs iders, 
it may have been m ystifying to hear abOut a "crisis~ whic h should 
provoke such a n ex trao rd inary remark from a popu lar young mon

=h. 
Bhu tan is perhaps the o ne cou ntry that gets con sistently swathed 

in c liches by travel writers or pol it ical annlys!S ·_ and a lmost each o f 
the c liche could be accurate: S hangri-La, Oruk- Yul Land of the 
Thunder Dragon , H erm it Kingdo m -- all of the m redolent of e xotic 
images of s now leopards, awesome Dzongs (monastic fortresses) 
nnd red-robed mo nks Silting in benediction before flutte ring butter 
lamps. Somehow ins urgency and poli tica l a narchy seem s m isplaced 
in the world's last bastio n of Mahayana Tunt rik Buddhism . Ye t, 
sotilhern Bhutan'S lush virgi n forests, cardamo m fields and luxuriant 
orange orch ards are being stained by bloodshed . This is nn under
ra ted and perhaps under-re ported insurgency by the world 's media 
- a ll the mOl"e surpris ing since it provides an intox icaling brew for a 
ri ve ting Slory: a n nIJegedly "despot.ic" king, a .xeno phobic local 
population , a "nas ty~ police force, human rights v iolat io ns, c harges 
of ethnic c leansing, refu gees. schemi ng fore ig n agencies - all 
unfolding in two aociem H imalayan kingdoms - one Hindu, the 
od}er Buddhist ... 

On a pri vate vis it to New Delh i last week touttend the wedding 
of Madhav Rao Sci ndia 's son, King Jig m e spoke at length to Tht' 
SUI/day Tillll!.f of IlIdia itl hi s swank s uite a t the Obcroi. ... 
Q: These eight re.rugee camps In Nepal hllve genera led conlro
versy, Are the ngures or 80,000 southern Bhulan~ pllllLslble? 

A : It is de finitel yexuggeruled. Let m e explain . The main camps 
at Jhapa is o ne of the best run refugee c amps you can find a nywhere. 
The UNHCR Ilnd Ihe NGO's do no t provide such faci lities for 
refugees in Somalia or Bosnia. Vis itors to these elunps in Nepal are 
amazed a t the fllcilities provided there and say thcy are far belle r 
organized than uny v illages in Nepal. 
Q: T h ese OInlllS se4!m to have drown ctlnsklenable a ttention III 
EUropean capitals .•. 

A : Precisely. In the \Vest, Ihey canno t comprehe nd why should 
anyone want to hccome a refu gee, lose his job, ho me, land and all 
facilit ies thm go with it suc h asfood, drinking wate r. What they don't 
understand is thesilllali o n in o ur region is lotally different. O ur level !> 
of educat io n a nd income areal! at adifferent level. Couple d wi th the 
faclllia t there were 10 millio n Nepalis in India. ncarly 20 m illio n in 
Nepal and 87 per cent of lhem are s u rviving 011 subsistence farmi ng. 
Many of them don't own land, have no access 10 e lectrici ty, water. 
sanitation fac ilttles. Many work as construction labourersnnd if you 
work very h ard and you get paid 14- 15 rupees n day as wages. You 
ell0l10t affonJ to send your c hildren 10 school 01' gel medical care. 

ompare th is with the facilities available in Jhapa. You get free 
housi ng, free electric ity, dri nking water, proper sanitation, free 
monthly rations, nutritional Sustenance, free c lot hing, b la nkelS, 
edu.;at iOIl tip to class 10, and 3 dollars a dllY . There arc eight 
vocntionallrain ing (lrogmmmes and ineOllle genemting vociltional 
training schemes. And . nbove ;"Ill. if you wnrk mlls ide the camp, 
whAtever m oney you earn is extra. Evencook ingute nsils , gas stoves, 
soaps urc giVen free ... 
1'lIe Su"day Time s of Ind ia , New llt!1I11 - Oect' tllher lit, 19')-" 
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JANUARY: 
The: World Food ProgrAmme 
(WFP) announces further ass is
tance valued al USS I LOO mil
lio n for Bhulane.se refugees in 
C8!ltcm Nepal . 

The Chllrgc: d'Affaires 
Michael Malinow~kj o f the Em
busy of the United States of 
Americain Kathmandu and Chief 
COWlscllor Jo hn MOOre of the 
Canadian Embassy in New Delhi 
accompanied by Tahir Ali, Rep
resentative: of UNHCR in Nepal 
visit refugee camps in eastern 
Nepal. 

Home Secretary Jigmi 
Thinlcy from Mendegang in 
Thimphu district and the Secre
tary in the Royal Civil Service 
Commissio n (RCSC) Khandu 
WangclJuk from Dopshllri in Para 
promoted by the King to the post 
of Deputy Ministers, further rai~
ing ministerial representation of 
w est BhuLan 10 85.71 pet cent. 

Through 4nother Royal 
Command. Ycsbey Zimba, 
SangBY Ngcdup Dotji andThinley 
Gyamtsho p'romotcd to the rnnk 
of Secretary to the Government. 

Rcfugeesanivingatthe UN 
screening centre report Increosed 
intimidatory tactics by local au
thorities in the south, rnising con
cemsof another possib le exodus. 
FEBRUARY: 
Lyonpo Sangye Penjor, a distin
guished and respected personal
ity in the country reportedly dies 
inanaccidentonFebruruy6,1994 
at the Duenmang hot spring in 
Shemgang district. 

The United States State De
partment releases the Human 

Right." Report for 1993 whichcov
ers human rights proctices o f all 
me mber-nations of the United 
Nations plus a few o t.her coun
tries. In its entry o n Bhutan , the 
Report observes that, ~thcre re
mained serious concem about the 
OovemmenL's human rights prac
tices. ~ Overall , the report: is m ore 
critical than in the previous year 
and qucstions many government 
claims and denio.ls. 

Many sen io r diplomats 
based in Kathmandu' as well as 
New Delhi in India visi t the refu
gee camps. Visiting dignitaries 
include the Ambassadors o f the 
Federal Republic o fGennany , the 
United Kingdom, Italy. Franceand 
Austria and diplomal5 from Dcn
mark, Finland, USA, Austra lia. 
the Netherlandl" and the EEC. The 
group is accompanied by Nepalese 
Home Secretary B .R.Pokhrel, of
fi c ials of the Ministry o f Foreign 
Affairs. and UNHCR representa
tive in Nepal, Tahir Ali, South 
Asian expert Prof. Leo Rose from 
the University of California, Ber-
keley. USA, is in the group. 

The second meeting of Ihe 
Joint Ministerial Committee Qfthe 
Royal Govemment of Bhutan and 
His Majesty's. ~overnment of 
Nepal takes place in Thimphu. 

II1 Bhutanese from differ-
ent southern districts forced to 
leave the t:ountry report to the 
UNHCR scree ning post ;n 
Kakarvita in easte rn Nepal. 

"Royal pardon" granted 10 
83 prisoners including 23 alleged 
"anti-nationals~ . 

The Canadian government 
announces additional assi.'ltam."t; of 
700,000 Canadian Dollar,!; for 
Bhutane~e refugees in Nepal. 
MARCH: 
UNHCR signs an agreement with 
l'Iis Majesty's Governruent of 
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1994 The Year in Review Refugees (UNHCR) expresses her 
desire to initiate separate discus
sions w ith both Bhutan and Nepal 
to find a solution to the Bhutanese 
refugee problem. Ncpal under which it would pro

vide NRs 10.801 million for the 
management of Bhutanese refu
gees in Ne"' ... !. 

The U.S. rusistant Sec
re tary of State for South Asinn 
Affairs, Ms Robin Raphel accom 
panied by M ichael Malinowski. 
Charge d 'Affaires o f the U.S . 
Embassy in Kathmandu, C hnkra 
Prasad Bastola, Nepal's Amba!~sa
dOl" to BhutDll, Jnmes S mith. Res i
dent Representative of the World 
Bank, Tahir A li. Reside nt Repre
sentative of the UN HC R in Nepal 
and other o rticials visit the refu
gee camps. 

Deputy Minister Leki Dorji 
moved from the Ministry of Agri
cu Itu.re to the Ministry of Corn mu
nications and former Ambassa
dor!; Knnna Letho and Paljor Dorji 
(both of Deputy Minister rank) 
placed as hends o f Royo.l Advi
sory Co uncil and Environmental 
Secretariat respec tively . Or 
KinVlllg Dorji promoted to the 
mnk of Secretary in the Ministry 
of Agriculture. Foreign Secretary 
TsewDllg J . Rixin transferred to 
the Min!~try ofHel\lth and Educa· 
tion. 

In Nepal. cuning across party 
lines and ideological differences, 
representatives of various politi
cal parties in the Nepalese Parlia
ment on March 20 exprtSll grave 
concern over the slow progress in 
the biJatern.i talks with Bhutan . 

A team from the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) 

vis its the refugeecanlps in eastcrn 
Ncpal for filming a documentary 
on the Bhutanese refugee prob
lem . The film is broadcast on the 
national televi~ion ne two rk in 
May. 

The third round o f Nepal
Bhutan talks schedu led for 28-3 I 
March is postponed on Bhutan's 
request on Il(:coum of the de mise 
of the maternal Royal G rand
mo ther Rani Chuni Dorji. The 
meeting of the Joint COlllmittee 
rescheduled for 4~ 7 April. 
APRIL: 
Daan Everts. the A~s i stant Execu
tive Directo r o f the World Food 
Programme (WFP) on a twO day 
mi ss io n to Nepal v is its the 
Bhutanese refugee cnmps . 

The rescheduled third round 
o f Bhutan-Nepal talks are he ld in 
Kathmandu from 4 -8 Apri l. 

284 southe rn Bhutnn ese 
forcibly evicted frum Dorokha in 
Sam c hi di stri c t report to the 
UNHCR screening post in 
Kakarvita at the India-Nepal 001:
del'. 

f Reports on Bhutanese re u-
gees and the !IO\Ithem problem are 
carried by 17le Wa.rhi"glon Pod 
and /ntemotionlll H erald Tribrm e. 

Deputy Chief o f Mission 
Gordon Longmeir and First Sec-
retnry Dean ShelTat o f the Em-
bas~y of Cnnadn in New De lhi 
(whicll is also accredited to Nepal) 
and the Directo r of the Canadian 
CooperationOfflce in Knlhmandu 
v isi t the re.fugee camps. 

The Economic nod Social 
Council of the Uni ted Nations 
eJects Bhutan to the 53· member 
Commission on Human Rights. 

The new Ambassador of 
Bhutan to Nepal. Nndo Rinchhe n 
presents his credelltiols to His 
Majesty King Birendl'a Bir Bikram 
Shah Dev ot theNaraynnhi ti Royal 

Palace in Kathmandu . 
BJmtan; A MUl'emtmt in f:.x

ile, a 640-page book co-authored 
by Or D.N .S. Dhnkal, n Bhutanese 
activist. nnd Chri~ topher Strawn 
from the University o f Wisconsin , 
USA. re lea.~ed . 

l\1AY: 
HUROB starts publication ofTh~ 

Bhuta" Revlewin Nepali. coincid
ing with the begi nning o f Nepalese 
yeur 8 .S . 205 1. 

Ooly two weeks afterarriv
ing in the country. the new Am
bassador of the United States of 
America to Nepal, Dr Snndy 
Vogelgesang visit~ the Sanischare 
(Polhri ) refugee c amp in Morong. 

Repre~enting major mass 
media in Finland, a group o f jour
nalists who planned to cover is
sues rangiug frolll touris m to de
velopment coopemtio n in 8hutan 
denied visns by the Royal Govem
ment. 

Amnesty Int ernat ional 
launc hes a worldwide appeal for 
the release or Prisoner o f Con
scic nce Tek Nath Riznl who has 
been in Bhutnnese prison since 
November 1989. 

The High Court in Thimphu 
sentence~ 7 political prisoners to 
various prison tenus mnging from 
to years to life. 

1lle World Food Programme 
(WFP) announces reduction of its 
assistance to Bhutan overthe next 
four-year cycle by two-thirds. 

At the initiative o f Jerry 
C lewett and his wife Ruth who are 

servi ng in Nepal under the um
brella of Unitcd Mission to Nepal 
(UMN), Churches Committee fo r 
Refu gees from Bhutan (CCRB) 
fonned in the United Kihgdom. 
JUNE: 
or the first batc h or9O 8hutanese 
students from the Beldnngi Sec
ondary School who appeared for 
the School Leaving Cenificate 
(SLC)examinntionsofNepal,62% 
pass a.~ against nn overall pass 
percentage of 33% for t.he King
dom. 

Rongt ho ng Kunley Dorji , 
the founding C hnirnlan formally 
announces the launching o f Druk 
National Congress (ONC) at a 
widely atlended PressConference 
in Kathmandu. : 

The founh round of Bhutan
Nepal Joinl Ministeria l Commit
tee meeting held in Thimphu. 
JUI.-Y: 
TIle Nlltional A.~sembly Secretariat 
in Thimphu annoullces that the 
73rd ~e.uion of thc National As
sembly wi ll be he ld sometime: 
during September-October. 

A I . al (AI) mnesty ntemalJon 
relenses its Annual Repon for 1994 
covering human rights s ituation 
between January and December 
1993 in 151 ~untries illc luding 
Bhutan . 

Ms AkikoNaito-Y\Jge takes 
over as the new UNDP Resident 
Representative tlnd Res ident Co-
ordinator for United Nations Sys-
terns Operational Activities for 
Development in BhutDll. 

Jose AynlA Lasso, the first 
United Nations Hig h Commis-
sioner for Human Rights pny~ an 
pfflcial vi~ it to Bhutan. 

Man ga la S harm a. • 
Bhutanese refugee and Chnirper-
son o f Bhutanese Refugee!'; Aid-
ing Victims of Violence 
(BRA VVE) spel\d.~ a month in the 

United Stales of America under 
the South Asia Human Rights 
Activist Visitor Program of New 
York-based Freedom House. 
AUGUST: 
Jose AYllla Lasso. the U.N.High 
Commissio ncr for Human RighLS 
on a four-dayoffl cial visit to Nepal 
visi ts the Bhutnnese refugee camps 
at Goldhllp and Beldangi . 

Him(lI, 11 bi-monthly maga
zine published from Kathmandu 
which devo ted an entire issue to 
Ihe crisis in Bhutan and Bhutanese 
refugees I wo years ago. once again 
focuses attention to the Bhutanese 
crisis in the cOver story House or 
Curds ~ Fearing for Bhutan in iL~ 
July/August 1994 issue. 

After spending about four 
years in prison without fomlal 
charge ortrial. 19 political prison
ers released from Che mgang 
prison neM Thimphu. 

Amnesty Intemational re
leal"esa 17-page report BHUTAN: 
Forcibl~ f:.xil~ on August 2S . 

After be ing forcibly 
evicted by the Royal Government 
authoriti es, Nirmal Gurung 
alongwith 12 other GUnJng fami 
lies from the remote village of 
Kachin under Samc hi district join 
the over 86,000 fellow rerugees 
from Bhutan in Nepal. 
SEPTEMBER: 
His Majes ty's Government o f 
Nepal and the Royal Government 
of Bhutan mutual ly agree to de fer 
the fifth round of Bhutan-Nepal 
talks earlier scheduled for Sep-

tember. 
The Centre for Nepal and 

Asian St udies (CN AS). Tribhuvan 
Uni vcrsity, Knthmanduorgnnizes 
a Round Toble Di scussion o n 
'Bhutanet;e Refugees Problem in 
Nepal' on September 9. 

An ll · membe r team of 
young J ap:mese under the auspices 
of Camp Sodllko '94 tHrive on a 
four-wcek visit to the Bhutanese 
refugee camps. 

New York based ·Aliill.llce 
for Democracy and Human Rights 
in Nepnl' organi7..eSD rally in New 
York on September 15 to protest 
human rights violations and sup
pression of fundomentnl freedoms 
in Bhutan. D .N.S.Dhakal. Gen
eral Secretary of the Bhutan Na· 
tional Democrmic Party (BNDP), 
who was on 11 vis it to the United 
States also :lddresses the rally. 
OCTOBER: 
In he r nddress to the 45th se."sion 
o fl he Execuli ve Committee ofthe 
High Colllmissioner'sPl"ogrnmme 
M rs SDdako Ogota. the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 

Ms Robin Raphel.theUnited 
States Assistant Sccretary o f State 
occompanied by an aide from the 
State Department in Washington 
D.C., George Sibley. visits Bhutan. 

18 people (eyewitness ac
counls indicate 1\ substantiall y 
higher to ll than thal reponed by 
the government) were reponed 
dead o r missing after the lake 
w hich is the source of the Phochu 
sent a deluge of water that carried 
away property. livestock and 
peoph! in Lunana and Punakha. 

A six member delegation o f 
the Working Group on Arbitmry 
Detention of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Righ ts 
visit Bhutan . 

A 4-member team from the 
International Commiuee o f the 
Red Cross (ICRe) visit Bhutan. 
Thi s is ICRC's fifth visit. 
NOVEMBER: 
A number of Bhutanese dissident 
groups attend the Second All In
diaConl"ultationofHuman Rights 
Activist..~ in New Delhi organi zed 
by the South Asian Human Rights 
Docum e ntation Centre 
(SAHRDC). 

In Bhutan, following the 
October 22·29 mids on alleged 
Bod o militant camps ins ide 
Bhutanese terri tory by the Indian 
parnmilitary Border Security 
Force, a secret high-level meeting 
bet ween representatives o f the tWO 

Governments takes place in the 
border town of Gaylegphug in 

Sarbhang districl. 
In the mid-te rnl polls in 

Nepnlthe ruling Nepali Congress 
loses out to the Communist Pany 
of Nepnl (U nit ed Marxists
Leninists) which forms a minority 
government. 
DECEl\lUER 
Bhutan shrinks in area by over 15 
per cent overnight! The total area 
of Ihe kingdom is 40.077 square 
kilometres nnd not 46.500 square 
kil o melre s previously docu · 
mcnted. the government states. 
Wrong talli e.~ showed lA million 
c iti zens in the past, now there are 
admiss io ns of faulty m easure
mentS and calculations. too. 

His Majesty the Kingallends 
the wedding or the son of Mad ha v 
Rac Scindia in New Delhi. He 
uses the occasion to speak to The 
Sl/lIday Time$ of India about the 
problem s in south Bhutan and the 
speciallndo-Bhutnn relatjon~hip. 

17 "anI i_nationals" are 
grantw amnesty. bringing the to
tnl numbert>enefitting from "royal 
pardons" to 1.683. 

REFUGEE CAMP INFORMATION 
Location Distric t Refugees Students 

l1ma; Jhap3 8,247 2,903 

Goldhap Jhapa 7,911 2,8 14 

Beldangi I Jhapa 14,981 4,858 

Beldangi 11 Jhapa 18,486 6.902 

Beldangi 1I Ext. Jhapa 9,266 3,119 

SaniSl;hare(Pathri) Momng 16,924 5,367 

Khudunabari(N) Jhapa 1,075 3,533 
Khudunabari(S) Jhapa 3,681 

Total 86,571 29,556 

C umulative births: 4 ,109 

Cumulative deaths: 2.642 
The above figures are as of December31,1994, 
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