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Round Table Meetin g of 
Bhulan 's d o nOI-S 

A Round Tnble Meeting (RTM) 
Ixlwccn the ROYfl l Governrnern 
of Bhutan and ils dcvdopmcm 
p;.Jnncr~ was held in Gcncvn 011 
Janu,try 17. Th e one-day 
progl;lJllIllC cu-ch'lIrcd by the 
UNDP find the World Bank 
hrought together 55 reprc!>enla
livc~ from the donor com lllU
ni,y. The Bhutancsc delegation 
le<1 by the Planning Minister 
Lyonpo C.Oorji included the 
Dcput y Minister in Ihe Roya l 
Civil Service COlll lllis~ioll 

Khandu Wangchuk find Finance 
Sccn.::tary YCJ>hC) Zillli)a. 

Bhlllan '~ IHajor bilatcntl 
donors include India. Japan. 
D e nmark , The Netherlands, 
AU!>tfiu und S\\ itzcrland . Vuri
Uti !> Uni ted NaLion::.agem:ic!>.lhe 
World Rank, the Imernational 
Monetary Fund, Ihe A1)ian De
ve lopment H.:m k :Uld the Euro
pcanComrnbsion are(llllong the 
Jll;!in multilaceral Jonnr1>. 

Amung the 34 projects sub
mitted by the Roy al GOvern
ment forpoS1>lblcfinancing were 
prognullltles related !o I lurnan 
Resource Developmc n! ( H RD) 
and Edul·mion. This iHtemp! to 
mohi I i.l.e ucldi!ion:ol I"(!sourees in 
!hesc Sectors rnlJ~! be viewed 
flg;J ins! the following re:tli IY: 
Bh ut ane1>C of Ncpa I ese elh n kIt y 
have gencmll y been denied rel

Jow~hir'" !lnd training sjlh.:e 
1989. a consequence of which 
has been the unclerslandable re
luelam;e of Ihe donor COmmu
nily 10 responJ 10 Bhulal1'~ re 
quc.~ls In Ihi s arc;!: many celu' 
caH:J and lrain.::d Bhulanc~e 

have hcen forced 10 le"ve the 
(;OUllIry "'Imply hecau~c of Iheir 
c! hn il"iIY; nHlny o f The s(;h()ub 
in thc ::.outhcJ"l1 pan 01 Ihccoun _ 
tl)" rcmaln dO~t;:d. 

Seminar on Bhu tanese 
Refugee Cris is in the 

United Sta les 
The Cenlfe for Ihe Study of 
Hum.m RightS and The South
ern Asian Studies I nstitute, 
School o flmernalional and Pub
hc Affair». Universi ty of Co
IUlllbia and TIle Alliance for De
mocracy and H uman Rights in 
Nepnl are jointly organ i.d ng a 
one-day seminar in Col umbia 
UniversilY, New Yor k. on Feb
n lary 18. 19Q5. The seminar 
UHUTANESE REFUGEES: 
An n!solvt.>d erisis is being orga_ 
nized wi lh the aim of bringi n g 
logelher rcpresema l ives of con
cerned governments, i nterna
tional community, hu m an r ights 
organizations, academ ics and 
Bhulanese dissidems 10 analyze 
Ihe Bhulanesc refugee b.sue in 
the contex I o f 01 her refugee prob
lems and 10 explore and recom
mend viable policy options fora 
possible solution. 

Theselll i nar isexpecfed to 
begin with an update and anal y
sis of tht; crisis and conclude 
w ith some concrete recommen_ 
dat io ns. T hose who have con
finn ed Ihei r partici p ation in
clude US C ongressm en, aca
dem ics, human righ ts groups and 
jou rnalists. 
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Bhutanese refugee women appeal for speedy repatriation 

Bhulanese refugee women took 
IOthe Slreets i n.l hapaOJl JanuMy 
13 to drnw the allemioll of Ihe 
new government in Nepnl and 
Ihe inlcl"Ilalional community, in 
par! i<:III"1" Ih<: development part
l1t;: r5 of Blwllll1, ahoul Ihe pliglll 
of Bhutanese in exile. 

TImed 10 remind donors al 

the Round Tabla Meeting for 
Bhutnn on January 17 in Geneva 
to cliscu»» development a~s i s

lance to the Ki ngdom. over 200 
refugee 1V0men accompanied by 
some children with placards un
dertook 11 silent march in 
BinamOd. 

T he rnlly proceeded frolll 
r\narmani tothe town-cenlreand 
handed overa letteraddres»ed to 
Nepalese Prime Minister Man 
i\·loh:m Adhikuri at the local po_ 
Ike station . TIle letter called on 
I l i~ I-.lajesty\ Governmenl of 

Nep:!1 to consider Ihe i n cJtJ.~ion 
of a thi rd p:lrty and Bhulanese 
d issidenc groups in Ihe on-go
ing bil<lleral t:llI>s betwee n 
Bhutan and Nepal. I t further 
urgedth<1t the fOI1 heoming fi fth 
round ofhilalcralt ,llks focus on 
Ihe speedy repalri rl ion of refu
gees, 

Allributing Ihe p resent 
st uhborn position of the Royu l 
Government largely to the in

difference of the donoreommu
nity, Ihe letter said: ·'Despite 
i nhuman treatment of its own 
people, Ihe Royal Govern
ment obtains large arnounl of 
develop ment budge t from 
ncighbouri ng COUlltry and over
~eas. 

"Forthe laSI fou r years, we 
have been spending our lime 
Idly. while our farms in Bhutan 
remai'l ban·en , and our children's 
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future remain uncel1 ain. Food 
nnd shel ter prov ided to u s are 
nOI adequate means of liveli 
hood. We want to go back and 
lead normal life wilh d igniIY. " 
slalc':d a Press Release issu ed on 
Ihe occasion. '·We feci wc arc 
doubly ignored: first being II 

woman III a trndilio nally 
bounded Asian society and as 
refugees largely ignored by the 
out~ide world," thl; release 
added. 

llle rally drew the ,1IIen
tion o f Bhutan'S development 
part ners mt;:cl ing in January 10 

discuss further nssistanee 10 The 
Royal GoVef1Unelll of Bhutan. 
The Press Release called upon 
Bhulan's donors to "eonsidenhe 
plight of the Bhutanesc refugees 
.md sllppres~ior1 ofhlllllan right». 
before eomlll i tling furtheraid to 
Bhutan. " 

60 % OF WORLD 'S NATI ONS DEMOCRACIES: 
BHUTAN AMONG 21 MOST REPR ESSIVE STATES 

In ,I "ll'':,\- "tlhc gluh'll ~1,'llh of 
p"lI l1c ,d n~hh ;md ,"vii lih"'1i ", 
",,,,du..:t.:.1 hy" lJ.S human ril!ht~ 
~""'I'. Hhlll;ln flgtlr.:~ .tt IlIe bOI
'''''101 Ih.: II~I 

Th.: IllIlllhcl u t ,k"ll"-'r"cic~ 
11,,~ ().",hk,1 ,,,,., Ih" P'''I ("0 Jc
":Id" .. bllllihclt l'· ... lrc sli lll'lllll"d 
1>1 l"l.dl> d .. ·III.:<I III !l1tht "f Ihc 
""rld'~ )1"I,<,I:ltl'>II . ...... .:"dl>lll 
11"'h" Iq"" 1':.1 11111, ""lllI .• 1 repl.)r! 
for 1')')..\ n.: kawd ,)11 ),lI\lI'") I 

F,·".:uom Hl)l"c "hil-h dc
,,·rib.:, i"cll " .. " Ilnup'1I11"'II. nOn
))""tll. 11, '"gu, ':IlI IIICIII,,1 /!111l1p WH!. 

1"'''"1dcd 111 194 I ;[IIJ ha, hcclllnolli . 
1<)11111' ":lvll l,h":l"Ile .. and polili",,1 
II1o'hl' "L· 'O~, Ihe glnb.: "nc,· 1'.171 

III Ih.: I V')4 fepUIl on 191 
(\,lli",,, 'Ill.! 5N "·'Trl o ,ie,. 00 per 
,·,'111 \'1 Ih" ":"lIl11rie .. "f.: nuw ·· h) r 
lII,ll ""lIh''':'·''"i,''.'' defi",'d a\ 'y.' 
kl'" "hef": I'''''pl" frc..:ly" lect au
tl1<"III .. " ,Ill" 'lIg ,., unp":ling gro"p,", 
,11 ",d\\ idu,d .. T h..: (;Ill) "r 11.1 
J,·m"": l"a .. ·i" ... d,)III>I" Ih.: number 
n".:d'lIll Iluu,,, !"'''lIld during 'Uf
'C." In th" 197th. r"prt.'~ent .. th.: 
1.1I.;:"·,ll1l1l1lh", III hi,h)r)" :"'..! ""VCI1 
"I' 11"<.> 111 Ihc 1:"1 )":lr Th" ""w 
,·"1""),, M.: S"ulh At",.,,,,,. H'"I;' 
t ~,aill" I\h)/"I1IIII<I"". I\lala"'i. 
('''ilK·" H,,,,,,, :1Il\! I',d"" ()nl> ,111C 

..:ountry. Gnnlhla. IOq Its >lal1dlng 
:I' a dCIllQCr:,cy. 

"Ne".:r hefor" have so m'"1Y 
..:ountncs heen Iryi ng 10 lull"", 
d"lIlocralic rule .. ," slli d B':lIe 13",) 
LOfd. Ch:l lfper ... on of Ihc New 
York -ba .. ed group. '· j3utth"se d,,_ 
InllCr"ci..: ... arc hardly homc free .. 

A majorily (>f th" "'ol"ld', 
IX'pul,uion Slilllive.<: ill cOlll\ ll"ic~ 
alld Icrnlol"i.: .. thal the FreedolU 
1·1"",,· ."ul""ey hns enlegoriz.:d ;t~ 
unly ··P"nly Fre,," 01" ··Not Frec··. 
"hcr.: ha .. ic rights nre cilher ..:ur
t.llkd ord.:nied. Althnugh 60 p"r
ceJl( o f Ihc "'orld'.~ nations "re 
no .... 10 flll,,1 democraCies. 80 per_ 
~·Cll! uflhe g lobal popul'lIion slil! 
I""b full dC:IllQCI·,uic freeduJ1l'. 
111.llllly heeause Ihe Iwo m(>q 
1)< lplllnu~ n<1tiol1\. China and 111 -
dla. arc rated a, '·Nllt Free" alld 
" Partly Frc.: " I·C\peClivc!y. 

Frecdom Ilollse Pr,,_,idelll. 
Adrian K"r;ltny"ky .... :lld thal d,,
,pile t he lIppOl1l1nil i cs :11; ~ Ing from 
I he "nd of the Cold \Var. ther.: is 
!Iltk evilien"e o f:l ~lI~tnlncd glo
hal jl ll.,h to"'ard, societic~ Ihat 
provid.: .qrongprolc ... t ion fo r I ho.~e 
";ghl \ . 

··Fr"edom ":')1111 n"c~ It) d "dc 
Ihe ' ·"st ma.iority ,)1" Ihe "'<>r](l", 

I'c:opic. WI I h nearly 40 percent hv
ing III p;mly fr.:c 'tates and 40 
pere"nt living in NOI Free slme.~:' 
he ,aid . 

The rcpon ha., called on Ihe 
Unitcd Stalcs to take the lc;ld in 
hclplng .~Iahlli£c UI"I"adydclIIOC_ 
I·"ci.:.<;. ·'The ,",urv.:y indicates the 
U.S. has a historic opponunily 10 
"fel1glhcn .~haky democratic tra
(1IIion"." the fepo" ~aid. 

·"There i~ simply nocOll1pe l_ 
till/; re:lSOII for U.S. foreign de"eI_ 
npmcm aid fllnds 10 be spell! on 
a.,~i' l illg Ihc econolllie.~ o f diet,t
tOI"S hi p~;· the repol1 said. addi ng 
thal thc United States should deny 
f"nds 10 I hose countrics Ihnt make 
no ctTol1 to prolect poli!ica ! and 
elvil libenies. 

The rcpon's ratings nre based 
<Ill two dOZen cri leria inVOlving 
polil;"al rights and civi l libcrt ies. 
On Ihat hasb. the .~ lIrvey ranked 
76 countries '·Fre.::·'. 61 nntions 
··P.lltly Frec" and.54 nallons ··Not 
Free.'· 

Bhulan is wllong Ihe twenty 
.)ne l·ollnlries which were deter
mlll"d to be the ··1ll0SI reprcs~ive 
placc., on cnrlh'· having recc i "ed 
Ih.: ""0,.'1 pO .... "blc Tilling lor po_ 
lill..:al "lid civitllght ... 

Rs.5/- ) 

Bhlltan~Nepal T~llks o n 
refugees 10 resume 

Bhutan- Nepal MiniSTerial Joint 
Comminccconstituted to resolve 

the problem of B hutnnese re!"u

gee in Neplll whic" w as SCTUp ill 
July 1993 hns mel four t i mes 

without m;lking any substantial 

p rogress. The fifth rou nd of talks 
were scheduled to be held i n 
K aThmandll in Sepl em ber 1994 

bu t were postponed due Ihe gen 
eral e lections in Nepal . T he new 

governmen t in NCPlll has now 
ini l lated Ihe p rocessofresumi ng 

the ta l ks. The Neplllese govern

ment has reportedly Prol)Q»cd 
Ihat the fifth round of t,·,lh III 

K nthmandu be held between 

February 28 nnd March 2. 

T he i ssue of Bhutane~e 
rcfugee.'> ill Nepal is l ikely to he 

on the agenda when the Nepnlcse 

Prime Min i sler M an Mohllll 

Adhik:ll; meets his I nctinn coun

lerpart du ri ng the his visi l to 

New Delhi schedu led tp la)"e 

pl:lce shorl ly . Depuly Pri me 

Min ister and Foreign Ministcr 

Madhav Kumar Ncpaf who w i ll 

precede Adhikari is,tlsoexpcctcd 
to raise the i~sut;: while he is In 

I ndia from Februnry 6-10. 

T nlking 10 the national 

newsogency RSS in Kntlimnllclu 
recently, Depul y Prime Minis_ 

ter Nepal said: ·' B hutan shou ld 

tak e back its people w i th honour 

and digni ty because Nepa l can

not cont i nue to bear a heavy 

bu rden of refugees as it is the 
problem created by Bhutane»e 

autholities. ,. Emphasizing the 
need for eoopenllion from :111 
concerned. the Deputy Prime 

Min ister added, "For this. we 
expect good underst;tndi ng from 

Bhu tanesc government ;lI ld seek 

coopcflltion and su pport of In
dia and evcn Ihe internallonal 
cOlllmun i ly." 

If.EI'O ltT '')4 
nHUTAN: f?iSlus mul Reji, . 
gee.~. Report '94, Ihe Ihird in 
the »eries of nnuual puhl ic,,_ 
lions by Ihe H uman Ri ghts 
Orgnni 7ation o t Bhutan 
( I-I UROB) hns heet) relea~ed . 

11)e 40-page document bnelly 
suntmarize~ the hunmn rights 
Si tuation in Bhulan and pro
"ide»an updateon the Bhulan
Nepal bilatcro.lltalk.~lIlm.::d nl 
fc~ol ving tht;: Bhutanese refu
gce problem in Nt;:pal. It abo 
calTie~ eXtnlcb fn)Hl se]<;:(;t 
publications of 1994 on 11lI 
llIan r i g ht s pnl c li c,-,s in 
Bhutan. B esides detailing 
SUJlIt;: case-histories uf people 
c.vie led rrolll B hulan and ac 
COUllts of p risoners released 
during the year. R;:p"", ·9-1 
SUIllIll:lrizes events .md de
velop lllenls of 1994 related to 
Ihe currcnt cris is in the coun
try. 

Report '94 is availahlt;: 
frorn Ihe offices of Ihe H u 
I\lan R ights Org;lIli;::ation of 
BhlJtnn ( H U f<OB) in 
K athmanc]u and Jhapll. 
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111~~tan REVIEW 
TALKING AGAIN 

K alhmandu ha!> reponcdly proposed Ihat Ihe fifth round 0 1 
Ihe Nepal-Bhutan Mini s[cr ia l Joi nt Com mi ttee l ake plnce In, 

the Nepalese ca pital between Fehru:lry 27 :lJld Mil rch 2. It 
the Roya l Government conveys lI S accepta nce and Ihe 
meeting con \'l~nes as proposed. Lhe two s ide,s,onc, with three 
flew fnces. wi ll be meeting after a gap 01 precisely eight 
months. T hi s prolracled de lay between Iwa rou nd s of dis
cussions, thecompulsions neco::ssi tulrng the suspensio n nOI
wilhSllI nding, is 1I poi n ter to the gene ral apathy associated 
w ith Ihe searc h fora solulj on lo Ihe Bhulnnesc re fugee cr i si s. 

The reso lution of lhe problem whic h purporlcdl y 
"vexes" both govern ments necessari ly needs to take IIItO 
account the dual issues ofreforrns in B hutan and refugee!. III 
Nepa l . But even aflerei gllleen momh s o f dialogue, there arc 
no indication !. that Ihedeliberatlonsare headed in adirectlon 
w here a 10llg- IOost lllg solutiol1 is 10 be rou nd . In stead, w hm 
hus been amply displayed is the Roya l Government or 
Bhutan'S consi stem campaIgn of equ i vocat io n and evas ion . 
The reg Ime'" defiam al lltude to beg lll with; nex t . its adll lllant 
re lusaltoconcede that rerugees III the camps w ere B hutanc!.e 
tHlllonu ls; its re luc tance in en terin g into a dialogue wit h 
Nepal after t he BhlH anese Slalus of at least som e of the 
rerugee" wu" recognized; and final ly the b l atant manlier In 

which the btlatera l talks, once begun. ha\e been made to 
t1ounder, al l pomt to Thullphu'!. deltberate evasive tacllcs. 

The first democratlcully clecteo governm ent of the 
Nep ali Congrc~" made despenlle allempt"Over the past to ur 
years. witholl\ MlI.:Ces!>, IOCOl1vt nce the Bhutanese reg ll ne to 
:.ee rea:.on and facilitate t he return of refugees to thei r 
coumry "wi th (hgnuy and ho nour:· The growin g number or 
Bhutanesc relugees. a source of concern to bot h the govern· 
men\ and Ihe peop le of Nepal. III prll"licular the loca l pO]lu· 
lation in Jh apa and M o rong. eompcl led the N epali Congress. 
government 10 Seek an a ll-party mundllle to chalk out II 

strmegy and explore avcnll~ to force a :.Iubborn Thimphu 
to retenl. To no avatl. A COllll1lUIllSt government is now in 
power K athmandu. and a fresh Nep:llese team w ill soon lake 
up where the Congres" Jet't and take on the Bhulanese s ide 

. led by I-l llll1e Mini ster Dago T~ htrin g. 

Since IheColllmunist Pa rty o f Nepal {Un ited Marxi~t,.· 

Lenlllistsl formed a minority government in Nepal, there 
has been muc h speculation us 10 hoW' t he handling of Ihe 

talks to reso lve the Bhut!lnese refugee problem will di ffer 
f rom Ihat or the I);tst governmenJ . WhIle there arc those w ho 
nu ght hope Ihot n dnunotlc transformation IS i n the offing, or 
some who might actually dreod such a possibil Ity, constder
ing that Nepal has rollowed a path i n the negotiations wi th 
Bhutan in keeping w ith dcclMo ns generated in an all. ptmy 
meet ing. it Isdifficult to foresee any m aJor devia tion frOl1lthe 
policies and ~ trategiesof l he pasl. H owever, becauseall thrce 
Nepalese m embe rs in the MinislCrial Joint COllllllillee are 
new ( H o m e Mmister K .P.Shanna Oli. Roya l Nepa lese Am
bassadorto I ndia and Bhut an H arsha Dhaubahadel , and JOInt 
Secretary in t he Mini.stry o f Foreign Affairs Govindu Dev 
Pant). this si tuation wi ll autollllll lcally mctln some subtle 
~ hlfts. however minor. Whe ther Ihis w ill be posi t ive ilnd 
helprul and adequale 10 movc a rcsolute Thimphu w i ll onl)' 
be !tecn in the days ahead. 

The l ast.. for the new Nepalese h!.flIll. however . is uphi l L 
Besides the fac t that H is faced wuh'l governOlent delcTllllllcU 
to prcvent the "'Ik s from heOlumg in the direct ion of a possihle 
so lUllon • and Skl1lful enough 10 achieve 11 so far· morc 
:.ig ni ficantly. 11 has inhcnted an almost IIl sllrmou ll1ablc 
hurdle in the rorm of t he cJtcgorizatlon agreemen t. I II a 
probable casc 0 1 sht-ocr o\crslghl. Nepal a!;reed 10 be a party 
10 tht: cJaSSl llcu tlon of foreign nnt it,mal" w hen 11 wa~ agreed 
t hm I hc M II\I.'>\eri:11 JOll1t COlnlll111Ce team wi 11 detcrmine and 
verify four ealC~l)ries of reful,!ees in the ca m ps, Three o f t he 
four ..:atcgonc:. arc Bhut:lnese, i\ l ore than Il u; Illlplied agree
ment on t he pan of Nepal 10 '·mterfcre" i n the affairs of 
IInother:.tate b)' helpi ng to c la"sl l y I t sclI l~ens, the agreement 
ha:.ensured thnt progres~ of t he negol lullons ha~ become tied 
to this dit f lcult phYS Ical aetnu y. Bhutan, wh ic h msisled on 
Ilm, proccs~ preCisely lor lis t.lt;laY lllg vallle, has ll1i s~ed IlU 

oppor tu n i ty III tllklllg advnntage 01 11. And not unexpectedly. 
thrc..: sub"..:quent rounds o f 1tI11...<, Slllce Ihls ugreemenl have 
led nowhere, 

Despite the depressi n g reality ofa bilateral process Ihal 
is completel y bogged down and shows Jiltle promi se o f 
bCirg able to ex t rica te itsel f from the presen t quagmire, it 
may he premature to be over l y pessimistic and complete ly 
w r ite off the tlllks between the two c ountries. The new 
governmen t 111 Kathlllllndu and the fresh team in the talks 
m ight yel succeed w here past effo Tts failed. 11\ this regard. the 
impending vbil !; ofNepa le ... e lenders to Ind ia takes on added 
SIg n ificance. Both Prime Min ister Adh i kari and, prio r to 
him, D cpu ty Prime Minister and Foreign Mini ster Nepa l arc 
expected 10 n llSc the Bhut anese tssuc. These d i scllssio n s 
could spe ll some c hanges in perceptio n s among the leader. 
sh ip in all lhe three countries, resulting III fresh, pOsitive 
positions at the talks. 
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ASIAN VALUF.B AND THE ASIAN SOUL I 
C i vllizallons on the rise like 10 
el'plaUI thei r eConUtlHe success 
not th rough some drenry shift in 
comparative advantage or the 
tech n o l og i ca l ch ange b UI by 
point Ing to a sel o f vi nues unique 
to their culture. So Britons be
l ieved lhal a special spirit of In· 
dustry enabled them to tu rn the 
g lobe red nnd Amcricu sow its 
strengt h born o f the m gged indi
vidualism or its pioneen ng pnSt. 
With l he countries o f East Asia 
huving scored o nc economic tri 
umph nfter ano ther for the past 
lWO dcc!ldes • and, b y 1110St 
guesses, set to Ho so for at lea ... t 
:'lnother decade 10 conIc· some 
Asians have begun p rocla iming 
that their success is due 10 Ihe 
superio tityof" Asian values" o ver 
those of the decadent West. 

11l cre is something impor· 
tant in Ihis - and much con fusion 
ubom whal i t may be. O ne reason 
for the muddle is that '·Asia'· is an 
even b igger and more di verse 
place than westerners think , with 
nOt o nly 6O%oflhe world·s popu
lation but four or five major cul
tures, :.everal distinct fomlS of 
socia l o rg,mi Zatio n, an ethnic 
mosuic o f aston ishing complex
it)'. and three or four hig re li 
g ion .... It may make sense 10 ta l k 
aOOut Confue inn vn l ues, o r Is
lam ... ' values, m aybe even Jnpa
ne~e nnd Hindu val ues. Bm 

111e magazi nc covers and news
pHj"lCr hei,dJincs of 1994 said it 
all : - Asi!l Al!oCendant·, 'Asin Un
leashed'. 'TIl e Rise und Fall of 
A:.Hl' Nevermind that whcnblurb 
w rite rs tn l k ubout A sia they 
muinly Inennl heeconomic over. 
uchievers o n the Pncific Rim. 
the 111~sage is clear : n richer , 
m ore powerful Asia-Paci fi c is 
turni ng pol itically assertive and 
wt ll become morc so in the last 
fi ve yo.:ars of th is century and 
into Ihe next onc. 

A ftcr shamelessly try i ng to 
be more mUIo.:rialist ic than the 
West, after sho ..... ing Ihe world 
w hat capitalisnl rea lly m eansand 
after nlluining livi ng slUndards 
that now rival orapprouch Euro. 
pean levels, countries like Ja
pan, Si ngapore. Tmwan. K orea. 
t. l ula),slll und to some ex tent 
Chllllt are trying to rediscover 
their Asian soul . Open lheopin
io n page of any Asian newspa. 
per loduy. and it isdominaled by 
Ihe debme between the propo
nemsoi Asian and Weslern value 
systems. They delve 1010 the 
"carch for the Asilln way, the 
Asian cle finllion of dem ocracy 
;'11(1 hlll l l lllll'i ghtS, the Asian con· 
ce ])t ... of soc ial jusl ice. 

In 1995. there will be end~ 
lesscerelnomes to mark the 50th 
annn ers::try or the end o f the 
Pac l tic \\'ar. Am.l the iron), of it 
will not be lost - the Etlst Asin n 
cO-jlro~pcnty sphere over w hich 
Jnpan entered the wur hns actu
al ly come to pass. Asia·s new 
asserllveness is largely a fnctor 
ofthc. surprising slli 1"1 i n Japan ill 
1994 that made polit l cia n ~, ,lCa
cicll1lcS und bUSlllessm en less 
:.quelllllish aboul ope nly crit i 
c i£lIlg the West. especitl lly the 
U mted Stmes. 

Trade fri coon wit h the 
West and I\:. In.lbllity ta l;ail1 
PCI"Il1(IIH!11\ membersh ip o f Ihe 
UN Security Cound l has ird
t:lled Tokyo. \\ IlIeh now sees 
lI:.elf k" ... <kpendelll on a US 
~ccuri t } IIlHhrcll:loverthe \ Ve:.t
Cl n 1\lclt ic in IhcpusI·('old W:lr 
enl In Ilddllion. JrlplIn', trade 
ant.lll1' e~tnlents in A~ i rl ;1I"t,;sf!:l r-

Asian Vnlues 
··Asian·· values is a tall order . 

One resu lt is thut some 
:.pokesm en for the Asian way. 
when pressed to delinc:!!e it. 
com e up with descr ip l ions or 
such stupidit y that they te ll you 
no thing. T ommy K oh, a fonner 
am bassador of Sin gapore to the 
U n ited States, Is a though t fu l 
Illon . but nonetheless recen tl ), 
wrote thlll Asian va lues consist 
of(nmong o ther things) the fam· 
I ly, educmion . high savi ngs. hard 
work. home ow nersh ip and c lean 
h Vt ng. It is this sort of thing that 
makes som e weSterners sm ell ( I 

rill. 1l1ey suspeCt that the rell l 
point of "Asiun val ues·' i s to 
give Asian authoritarians who 
do not wnnt 10 surrender power. 
o r even emenain Ihe possibi li ty 
of 11 w estern -l ik e ~l ll crnat ion of 
parties in govem menl. a respec t· 
able c loak ror thei r personul 
ambitions. 

That undoubtedly p lays a 
pUl't (as personal ambilion abo 
dOes III t he philosophical pro· 
nouncemenl S of m ost western 
politi cians). But is there nOllung 
more 10 it? TIle fo:ountries f rom 
which the '·A!iirul values" sign:11 
is current ly bei ng beamed mOSI 
s tro ngly Malu ysia and 
Singllpore - are. like many Ot 
thci r Asian s)'mpnthizers. among 
t he world·s mOst successful 
countries by any measure llt i m -

Searching for un Asian soul 
ing while economic links w ith 
the Uni ted States and Europe 
<Ire ei ther falling or stagnant . 

Irked by Anglo-Saxon 1It
roga nce. the Jtlpanese are IlXIk_ 
i ny ror a ro le m od el. TIley seem 
to have selll ed for Ma laysHlIl 
P ri me M in i s l e r Mahathir 
M oh ll ll1ad ~ho in 1994 got un
p recedented adu l ation in the 
Jupanese media : IS a nlessiah o f 
the Asian Way. Out not every. 
one i n Asia agrees w ith 
M ahtlthir's bmnd of obstrepcr. 
Ousconrrontat ion w i th the \Vest. 
And even his p resumed heir ap
parent, Anwar Ibr.:thim. w hile 
condemning W es tern "arro
ga nce" has been making concil
iatory speeches cal l ing Oil A sians 
nOt to go for knee.jerk anti
Westernism. 

"11 is shamefu l , if nOI in
genuous, 10 ci te Asian values as 
nn excllse fo r llutocratic prac. 
tcccs and denia l of basic rights 
and Civil liberties:' he said ;n 
I long Kong in early December. 
A t a conrerence looking at the 
Asiu n defi ni llons o r human 
rights in Kual;1 Lumpur a w eek 
later. Anwar said : '· D evelopment 
ca nnot be used a ... tm apology for 
allthori tari[ln tsm , ,. 

M any sec the back l [l sh 
~ , gni nst Weslern thought. m edin 
1I1ld b ig-busi nt;::~S as :. si g il of 
aflluent Asia's sellrch foritS "oul 
and under~Hlnd the motivation 
that dri ves i t. D.lVid H owell. 
C hai rm lln o f the B n l1sh H o use 
of Commo ns Foreign Affni rs 
Commiuee. isclenrwhat is hllp
rJe lling: ,I shilt III the centre of 
g l'aVtty i n human affa i rs from 
E urocentric IhOl.\@ht MId skills 
that duminated the world for 300 
yetlrs to East ;\~ia. 

" It "eelllS t l1ul the n:.c of 
Asian JXlwer, both eJ.;onomic <l nd 
pOlllicll1. dwarr ... even th t: full uf 
the B erlin Wall ,"" H owc1 1 W"'l es 
" \Vcstern thinkers lInd Ihe po_ 
Il ticalleadcn.whofol lowintheir 
tracks nlll!.t SlOp and reconsider. 
SOlllct hinl,! i s f undamentally 
wroll); nO! ju"t w tth their eC(l-

proving thei r ci tizens' w e l fare 
over the puSt q uarter-century. 
Unless their govemmel1ls had 
al m ost nothi ng to do wi th their 
success, which seems improb
able, thei r leaders deserve nt least 
u hearing on thequeslion o f how 
the i r odd mi xtu re of fomla lly 
democratic poli tics w ith whqt lS 
in prncl ice u one-party, Strict (in· 
deed uuthoritarian) cont ro ls 0 11 
freedom ofel'pression and pub· 
lic behaviour. and smllll. anti· 
welfare and pro-busi ness gov
ernment , nlnnaged 10 p roduce 
what i l did .. 

11le argument over ""Asian 
val ues·' is not abou t whether the 
tide of history may now be mov
ing east artel' 500 years o f 11101'-

m g west (though that m a)' well 
be happening) nor abou t an im· 
pending ·'clashorcivilizmions". 
I1 IS about how to orga ni 7.e :111 )' 

rich, modem society tate th IS 
century and ellrly ned : and about. 
how to ,. trike a balance any· 
where het ween frcedO ll1 ond or 
der, and between govern ment 
respon~ibll l tyand individual and 
tamil y responsibility. Thus, fa,, · 
cinmi ng though the question" 
~ 1 1"e of the fate or Asia's great 
poor caunlries - China, India 
IInd Indonesiu - the)' are bc~ide 
the point in the debme about 
Asiun val ues.,. 
·nle Ecunomist, May 28, 19')-1. 

no mics but w ith their lIssump
tions or m oral supel'io r i l )':' 

To be sure. the A sian con
cept of human rights and de: 
mocraey has been a m se for 
many autocrats in the region 10 

hold o n to power. It is also true 
that Asian uutocrat s h ave 
aeh ieved phenom enal econOI11 ie 
results, but South Korea, T al· 
Wtln . Thai land and even the Phll· 
ippines lire now showing Ihm 
govern ments do not necessarily 
nced to curb plurali sm tl nd 
muzzle the press to spur their 
economies. 

Then there are the \Vesl em 
el'patriate commentators t 0 A sia 
like Liam Fitzpalric k o f 1·l ong 
Kong's Etu/er/! EXl'r~.f.\· news. 
paper. w h o are fed up wi th all 
this' Asia Uber A ll es' stuff. 
·'Barelya sUOlmi t goes by w ilh· 
out some batik-cl ad diplomat 
robbi og on nbout how Asinn his 
Asi:m val ues life," Fitzpa tric k 
writes. "There is nothing un
Asian about wantin g 10 be free 
from arbitrary punishment. or 
the desire for f ree politicnl. ar. 
ustic and religious expression.'· 

East Asia's afnuencc i n 
lurge m easure clime about he· 
cuuse their people were willing 
10 sacrifice 11 degree of i nd i_ 
v idual freedom so pm·gmwth 
polic ies could take ho ld in nn 
en vi ronment 0 1" po litica l stabil
Ity In 1995. Comllluni st Party. 
govcrned C hina und Vietnam 
and junta-led 131111110. wi ll CO n 

tinue 10 clllulme the au thoritar
ian capital ist nlOt.lel of SIngapore 
and Malaysia . 

But there is enough evi
dence to show that Asia's ri"ing 
p rosperity dUrin g this decade 
mU!.1 be mmched "'nh grc:ll er 
politlc;]1 openness. ;oml the t ree
dom and econo m ic growth nced 
not be I1lu t u;lll)' exelu ... i vc. 
Anoss Eu .. t Asiu. there I~ now u 
.;;erious search forpol;lical,ccQ_ 
nomic and cultu ra l alternllti,.es 
to \VC:ilem m odels. and the .. e 
could have IIniver"al applica
tIons in the next century. 
K unda Dixit • 
I lIter l'n .. "-oS Sen·kc 



Pema T~hering. a IIgafollSI ' (' 
(western Bhul:lllcse). ha:. been 
III custody rorth.:.pa:.t four years. 
lie has nOt been h roughl lo tnal. 
nor h:1\'c romlol chllrges been 
filed Ilgmnsl hllll l ie ha~ be!gun 
IllS firth year In detenllon on 
accounl of his ;)lleged contribu 
tion of money 10 Ihc BllIIlnn 
Peoples Pony ( BPPI 

Ho lding I ntermltl o na[ 
Commi tlee of the Red Cross 
( IC RC) prisoner card number 
B1T /139, Pen w w ho iSCUITcnlly 
being held III Cherng:lIlg pri:.on 
was born i n Khuru Village 111 

Punakhu dblricI III [989 his 
ce n su s was Iron~ferred 10 

Chi rang di slri c t ullcler Dalynnl 
villoge in Chl rangd:lfa 8"11'''8 
(block). H e is man'icd with tWO 
wl\'e~ ond ha~ fourch l ldrell. Ihe 
eldest hcing 12 yenr:. o ld 

Pemo was a huslllessm.1I1 
III Gom,u, a 10\\ n in Samchl 
UI:.trlCI hUll! around the Penden 
Cemelll Plant, Iht largesllIldus· 
try in Ihe coulll ry uIIIII a le"" 
ye;Jrsago. In uddllion 10 holding 
a IK'enee a:. the offiCial agent 01 
the Food COlT>011IoonofBhutan. 
I~ema ron a general goods ~ tore. 

" g rocer) .. hop. flntl a hOlel and 
har At Ihe Iltne of his arro:st. he 
wa~ htl~y cun"tnlcting a double
~lOned bUilding. 

Pellla T shcn n& WIIS p icked 
up hy Cl cOlllpi ned ROYII I Bhu tlln 

J>EMA TS H E RING A rhitl'arily De tained 
AmlY l RBA ) :lIId Roya lllhulan 
Police ( RBP) rorce III Novem
ber 1990 for a llegedl} donrlling 

' money to the ban ned BIII/lan 
Peoples Party. The fully-armed 
:.ecunty force:. arrivcd ,11 hiS 
house in Gomlu al around ~ 

o·clu.::k In theevell1ng. A ll faln ~ 

lIy members were bodily 
searched ,lIId e~corled OUI of the 
hou:.e at gunpoinl. Everylhlng 
in Ihe i r poeke,s, Indudlllg crl:.h 
was removed The famil y oh· 
ser ved soldi ers and policemen 
grabbi ng thei r ho usehold goods, 
No memher or the lamil y w;):. 
;illowed to hring out 1I11ythillg 
,;"cepI Iheclothes on thcirbacks 

Pema was Kept in mitilUry 
custody in GOnltu ror fl "eek. 
I-I e was :>cvercly IOrl u red unt il 
he "confes~ed" Ihat he h;)d do
nated a huge am Ount lo,he " ant i 
nationa ls" . Thereafter he w;)s 
moved to Samchi and was con
fined 10 Samchi jail for a year. 
From S;)mchl he was l flln:.rerred 
1(> Chemgan g prison near 
' Illimphu and wa:. kepi in sha..:k
les. 15 days later he was once 
tlgaln transrerred, thi~ lime to 
thc Th imphu Cent ral prison 
with lll (h.:. RBP headqllarl\:rs 
cOnlpoumL 

1/1 Thimphu prhnn, Petna 
was kepi w ith 3 ,)tho:r nOllhern 
B hutollese prisoners. SOlHlIll 

Tshering, Tshering Phlllltsho 

,m u Ng,lw,lng I)ukpa. [Sonanl 
T .. henng wal<. released in A u
gu .. t 1994 The olher IWO are 
~'ill III pn son wi lh r em a]. ·n,.;: 
sh:ackles were rCI)laced by nsolid 
Iron bar The row' were kepi i n a 
tiny rnom 'n,ere was nOt enough 
1>pace tu e\en "' I retch Iheir legs. 
'01Cy were allowed no VISllors 
duri ng the 13 month" Ihlll the 
rOUl' of IlIelll SpCIlI ill Ilia' IlIIy 
~pllce, 111C ollly ti llle Ihm they 
SilW ol he l s was w hen they were 
wken ou l to pllt in hard lahour. 

A , Ihe cnd 0 1 1992. JUSt 
rrit)r 10 Ihe rir~1 " ish "f,he IC RC, 
the iron b" rs were l'cllloved . 
'1l1ey were told Ih at Ihe killg had 
pardnll('''(\ them beca use Bhlil an 
wa:. n COUIII I'y of Buddh ism. 
111ey were nmde 1(, M£'II a ~tate
mcnt wh ich ~aid Ihat 11".:y were 
gralefu l for Ihe pardon. and Ihal 
Ihey were "ready 10 frlcelhebul 
lel " in case of :'lIly future of
rense. ' 1,e fuur were then tr.ms
rcrred to Chemgang pnson. 

Penm's family was not al 
Ia" ed to l ake chargeofh l s busi· 
ne~s li ner hi~ nrrest. A I1 his prop
erl y was auctioned by Ihe go" 
ernmellL. As the family was in 
di re straits. hl ~ mOl her lmd hiS 
first wire llppen led 10 Ihe king 
The GYfI'lJ(}i ZIIII/JlIII { \Ve! fare 
So.:lTCI(lI), to IlIe I..III~P publld y 
hUl1Iili ,uc(1 thc two. ~pi tlln g on 
Ihem ilnJ ullcgi ng IhUlthcy hnd 

UN COM~IISS ION ON IIU~ I AN RI GHTS AND ITS WOR KING GROUP ON ARHITRAllY DETENTION 
I l uman nghts acti v ities within 
the UllI ted Na\ion~ are pUI'
sued by bodtes creatcd under 
the aUlhonty ofthc UN Char~ 
ler or bodIes e:.labh :.hed un· 
dcrvarioushuman right:. tf\!'a
lies. The Commission on Hu
man Rights and its Sub·Com 
mission meel exclusively III 

Geneva. It is responsible lor 
moniloring existing interna
tional standards, recom mend
i ng new internoliona l SI an
dards. Investigat ing v io lat ions. 
!>ubmltung proposals for new 
programs and policies related 
10 human ri gh l S. pruvltling 
ad visory and l echnl ca l ser
\' ices to coulltries needing os
SI!>HIIICe in prolecting hUlllan 
lights. ancl pu rsui ng o ther rc 
l;lted obJectl ves. 'lleCOll1ll1IS-
5ion is composed of 53 gov
en llllellt:llmembersclected 111 

regIOnal gmuplng:.by the Eco· 
n(lmi c and Social C()IlIlc ll 
(ECOSOC) ((.r st aggered 
Ihrce-year terms. Bhutan be
£[tn Ib tenn un January [ this 
year 

TIle Suh-Colnmission on 
Pre\emIOIIOIDI:.crinllnatIOIl 
and Protecuon o t MIIlOl1t.e:. 
is the o nly sub-cnnHlll:':'lon 01 
Ihe Commission o n H um,lII 
RI£hts, ,/tId as such. repollS 
annlll l lly to the Conllni"'~lnn 
Twenty '~Il" mcmber:. nunll 
llnled by Ihclr go\ernlllenb 
Irom variOUs rcglon~ (O 'C 

electeu 10 the Suh-C"mnlls. 
sion by the COIllIIII~~IOII e\ 
ery two year., to ;,er\c In thell' 
Ind,vu.Jllal capacitic .... 

COml1llllllcallun~ con 
H1lnHl,g o.:omplaHlh 01 vltllu 
ti,)n .. nt hum:.n "gh, ., :In: .,UIII 

man/o:J nn\1 .. em ~·('IIt'ldcn 
",'lIy t t) tue 'p, 11I00IJllwI C"III 
111"""111 "" 1111111.," RI!'IH" 
'" hldl " . Illc "l un,,·'It,",,1 nllll. 

mission" of ECOSOC. and its 
Sub-Commis~ion . Copies of 
cOTllp lnints are also M!nt 10 the 
!\Iemher States The Idellllly o f 
the wri lers is nOt disclosed. un
less they lin\'e consented 10 d,:.

closu re, Any replies from Ihe 
Govemment arc forwarded to 
the Commission and Sub-Com· 
m ission . 

AI ils 1991 session Ihe 
'CommisSion on Human Ri ghts 
~tubl lshed the Working Group 
on Arbitrury Detention, consist
i ng of members rrom the fi vc 
regional groupi ngs. The \ Vork 
i ng Group b chargcd with Ihc 
in vC~l i g alion of comp l ni n l S 
where delenlio n has been im· 
posed ei ,her lIrbi,rarily or o ther· 
w ise in a manner inconsisten t 
w ith rel evant illternnlio nu l hu
m all righls stilndards, incl udin g 
bot h adm in lSl rallVC detenlioll 
ilnd post·sen tenci n g delention. 

The Group m eet:. t wice a 
)Caf In Geneva. The Group re
cei ves complailllS from govern 
m en IS, Intergovernmenlal orgll 
nll.atluns, NGOs. and Ind iv idual 
cOlllp l alnalllS. The \Vorking 
GrOllp ha~ the aUlhority 10 Issue 
ulgelll nppeals and 10 \' isil ind, 
\' idthll coulllries from time to 
lime. 

The intervention by the 
\Vorklllg Group b gUldcd by the 
hUIIl.JIlII,lnan asp(''CI nnd does 
n"l III !IIIY wily prejudge the fi 11111 
a!>.,e.~.,mcnt or the arbllrariness 
or the detenllon. U r~enl ' Ippeals 
me addressed \\Ith the Single 
oblectlve of en:.uring ,h"t Ihe 
light to life and phy~icil l III leg
my .. )I Ihe uet.lined pe r~~)n arc 
IC~Jlo:eleu 

Tht! "::XpClh in the Wurk 
Ill); Gr .. )up Iltll Ollly h:1\e Ihe 
lIIuntl"'e It) I ,'~":: I \ e :wd IrUIl~1l1l1 
~'Ollllllll!lh':OIlltlll" hUI <.:an .,ho 
1,,1..0: \I..::, 1~1'"1'o "11 the a l hltrary 

mllUl'e of the detention in ques~ 
lion . In addllion, the Commi s
~ion mandated Ille Working 
Group 111 their delibernuons at 
the 50th session in 1994, to take 
Inlt) account not o lll y Ihe inter
n:lllonol legal st:mdards. but also 
the nmionul leg l slallon . The 
work of Ihe Group thus consli
tules Il quasi.juridical body, and 
Iheconsiderat ions tnken fOI'each 
Jecision i sofutmost impo rlance 
10 hUlllan rightS o rgan iznr ions. 

I n 1993. 1 ~3 IIldi vidua l 
Cllses were suiJmilled lo r obser
vat ion \0 cl i ITerem GOvernments 
hy the Working Group. Out of 
this tOlal. 8 h ~ld been submilled 
by family m em bers of the per 
son concerned. T he Group has 
laken 50 decis ions 011 indi vidual 
cases until the 1:lst rep0l1 of 1994. 

-nle in ilialmilndllle Ofthree 
yell .. ~oflhe \Vo rking G roup W,lS 
extended for n ftll1her reliod of 
three yent:. in 1994. The Com 
nli~sion hrls llrgcd Govel1ll11cnts 
to cooperate wi, h the Working 
Group whieh hlls been Charged 
wllh Ihe task of " i/l vestiga t . 
ill g C(u·ltS of de t e lltio ll im _ 
Jlo l'ed urbitr urily o r otller _ 
,, ' is~ i/l clJ/u' i ucll t ly ",iO, 
ill t e nlfltillll(l l l'Illllt/urds liet 

fo rt" ill ti,e U,li l'e r sal Oec_ 
luratiOIl of 11 11 11/(111 Righ t s , 
or i ll the re levant illtenlll_ 

I;ollal leg lll illstr u mellts 
Il cce fl t ed by the States "(111_ 
(·e rlletl. " 

A si x -m ember deleg,uion 
of the Worklllg Group visited 
Bhutan in OClObcr 1994. The 
report of the cle le,gll ti on Icd hy 
the Group Chairman L,Jo illet of 
1+I·:1II<.:e h :ls not heen m:ade Jlllb
Ih:- .. tI far. Ilowever. i l has re
portedl y heel) agreed that 'he 
Group w ill rcvi~11 I lle Kin gd 'Hll 
ag.' 1II \\ IlIlIn ~IX 111(1ll1hs. Le 
het(,,'e Apnl 1995 

conspired wi lh ·'anli-nmionals". 
On being gmm ed nn audience 
wi lh the ki ng. lhe w i fe was asked 
w hat shcdesired more, her prop
erty or her hu:.band. Sl llting Ihul 
her husband was Ihe breadWin
ner in the family, she appeuled 
for her husband's freedom The 
1..1IIg commanded her 10 get OUI. 

She wou ld not gct nack her hus
band, hes.:.id, becau:.e he WIl1> an 
"anli-naliona l " , 

Pem a has begun his fifth 
year in prison. II is f llmily is 
Sl ruggling '0 surVive, They are 
now Sl aying in C hi rang and sup
pol1 ing Ihemse l ves hy doing 
munual work . In OclOber I:bl 
ycar ex perls of the Working 
Group on Arbitrary D Clenllo l1 
of the UN Com lniSSlon o n Hu
mun Righ,s ISet: Box l visil ed 
Bhutan . Pema T shenng, a v ic
tim of arbitrary delention who 
has been incarcenued Slllee 
1990. appealed to the visiung 
delegmion i n writing. H e is still 
awau ing a respo nse. 

From til e U ni l'e r sa l 
lara tioll of IIll man H".J,,,d 
adQpled by ti,e UN 
e ral AS~'embly O Il 

ber 10 , 19 -18 . 

MEveryone has the r ighl to l ib
erty and securi ty of person. 
one shall be subjeGted to aml-

shall be! dep r i ved or his i 
cxcept on such grounds and in 
C1ccordunce with such proce
dllresasareestubl ishCfl by luw." 
Anicle 9. 1 
"A ll person s depri ved of 
l iberly shall be Ire~l1ed wi th 
humanity and wi th respec t 
thc i nherenl di gn i ty of Ihe Iw
man person ." 
Arlicle 10. 1 
"No onc shall be subj ected 
tonure or 10 c m el. IIIhUnl;ln 
degrading treatment or pU lll sh 
menl . In pan lcular. nooneshall 
be subjected w i,ho ut his 
con~cnt to medical o r »Clen'l fic 
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MEDIA SCAN 11 

IN BLACK AND W HITE 
"S ix years ill d etentio n tlnd a Nobc l Peace PriLe in between. 
A lIng San S IIU Ky i is st ill u nder a ~pell o f unccrwi nt y iI !> 10 when 
MY:lIllllar's Stale Law and Order Resto rati o n Counci l w ill re~ 

l ea~e her. W estelll news m edia last m on, h raised hopes. appar 
entl y o n I heir own, t hat the leaders in Y;lIIgon could at lo n g lasl 
free Suu K y i whose leadership enabled the Naliollal League fo r 

Democ racy to sweep the 1989 ge neral e lection~, winning over 
three-f o unhs of the pm·l i amc n l :.ry sea ts, The NLI) w as, how~ 
ever, nOl handed ove r the re i n s o f power: the m i litary took over. 

Al the fag end of January 1995, 'he m edia i s al a loss ove r 
the prospec t of S UlI K y i 's re lease. Iluman rig ht!> organ izatio n s 
cOlllinue 10 press for her freedolll. and rightl y so. Married to a 
Bri tish nalional, SUll K y i faced the quest io n o f her nat ionality 
shorl l y after the 1989 po ll outcome. HUl the issue qu ic kly gOI 

buried when the military govenunc nt tri ed to persuade her to 
ag ree to l eave the coumry ifshe w as re leased fro m h o use arrest. 

She has re lented no t an i nc h from her position . reassuring her 
admirers and followers that she :. tands b y her princ iples. In the 
process, she has a lso been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize which 

Yangon suspects as a desi gn b y lis detracto rs to intimidate 
SLORC. 

Comparison can be odious bill not a l ways. A t limeS. i t 
becom e necessary 10 h ighli ght a point. C l ose 10 MyaOlml r i s 
B h w an an cl u prominent pri sollerof con sc ience, Tek N:Hh R i za l, 
w ho has c ompleled li ve years in pri so n . marked b y pri son 
b mtalit ies, uw:ay from m edia alien i io n and yel fUrl hernway from 
the hearing of the Nobel Prize com m illCe. 

H owever 1I11fair the si t uati o n Illi gh' be, Su u K y i does h;l ve 
the o ptio n of leaving Ihe country: !l0 1 R i l.a l who was abuul; l etl 
from eastern Nepa l fi ve w intcTli ago and wh i sked away 10 

Thi m phu . What awai l ed the c hampi o n or Bhutan's d em ocracy 
and human rig hts cou ld easily he imagined b y the bru titlity wi l h 
which the 111imphu regime's men g reeted him. As soon as Riza l 
was shoved inc o the airc rafl. the m c n rrolll Thimphu showered 
on him a IOTTCIll o f bl ow!>, k icks and abuses. For f Ollr yenrs hi s 
w hereabouts were not !..nown . L ast year. the Bhulanese radio 
ser vice announced a verdic t thal Ri za l w as fo und g u ilt y o f 
work ing against the King and the Sl ate. King J igme quic kl y 
announced a roya l reprieve plotugi n g Ril.al':. release o nce Ihe 
I rouble in t he country's sou,hern par' subsided . The " troub lc" 
denotes the m ovem ent f o r democracy and human ri ghts in a 
country where p o lit ica l parlie:. arc banned. gcnera l otiections 
based on adu h franchise absent, and to c rilic ize the absolu te 
m Onarch i s to in v ite c harge!> of sediti on . 

No Bhul anese dare hang Ri :wl'~ porlmit on the wal l o f hi s 
o r her h o me w;,hOll t r i sking harass m en t or i lllpli sonment . Mere 

m ell1ion o f Ri l.lIJ's n:tll l e is to rbk [ro uble o f o ne k i nd o r o l her. 
Human right s o rganiza, io n s of the wurld, w ake tip. The m edia of 
'he world, partic ularl y in South Ashl , sp"re so m e ~pace/a i rt i me 
fo r Ri za l JUo." 

I~ .K h :u ·cI, '11/C Hi.~illg N epal, I(lt l IlIllnnd u • .I mllla r :r 29 , 1995. 
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Hefl/gees , R E />O HT '9 -/ 
The hlJ!ll:lntl<:ing i!> able 10draw 
upon ,.urpn~ingly phenomenal 
1"I.:",el'l C!> 01 re",ilicnl:e ,lIld ingc
IlUil), when called upon h y dr
l:umslallCCS 10 adapllo new Sil l1 -
'11ions. Incredible al1 1<:;>unls of 
dClermin:uion and willpower 
alongwl1h new skil ls ~uddenly 
appe.1r when onc is confronled 
Wilh having 10 Sllrvive in a new 
environment. Forced to survive 
in a completely differcnt envi
ronlllent ami to conform 10 ,Ill 

,llien lifestyle. i ndividuals and 
COIlUllUllitiesc;. ,L bcanl,ILed by 
lhcir own c reativity and re 
sou rcefulness as well as thdr 
incrcased level o f to1cr,mce. 
Bhlllanese re f ugees in Nepal 
provide proof of this. 

REFUGEE rIECHNOLOGY wood frame, sloping down from 
all sides towards the top of the 
drain pipe Wh ich, w hen i n nOI i n 
use. i s kepi closed wi lh a wooden 
plug. A final fine mud·pLaster 
fi nished b y hand ensures a 
wellther-proof coating to the 
"wllsh basin". The entire basin 
arca i s ra ised twelve to eighteen 
i nches f rom the ground so that 
dil1 :lnd water from the surround" 
ings do no t enter the soakpit. 
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The wash -pit h:ls p rovided 
excelle[l! service. E vcn· during 
the hcight oflhe rainy season the 
soak pi ts 11:Ive func tioned prop
erly. B ec1tuse of this simple in
novation which requires only 
l abour and locally available 
materinls, tqe camp areas have 
been kept free from diny WaleI' 
and waSle. As a TCsuh thec:l1llps 
arc free from Ili es and dogs. 
V i llages and urban areas in ll1e 
region cou ld adopt the humble 
low-cost Bh tl1anese refugee 
wash-pit for improved hygielle. 

whl)!>e pea".:ful ::Illd (;ornfon
able world »ucldenly lUrned up
sidedown. becoming homdess 
;]nd »tate les!> relugees over- Brl lllAI£SE R[FUGE E < AMP I-IASH-P[l S 
lIight. "ere forced IQ adju»tlO a l ________________ .::.::.::..::..:.::..:.:::.:.::.::..:.::.:: ........ .::.::---------------J 
.,tr,l1lge mId di fficlllt I i re in refu· 
gee camp", far from home. If 
Ihey ",hared a COIILlllon an..:estry 
and language \\ ill! the loclll 
population. nOlhiug d"e was 
familiar. Beside Ihe shock of 
h:lving lOauju",l p",ychologlcally 
10 receiving handouts. a host of 
other adju",tmenb had IU h.: 
made. Muchofthe physical and 
pS)chological stresses on the 
Bhuwne.~e refugee stemmed 
from the forced imimacy Wilh 
neLghbours not or o ne's own 
choosing. Villagers used 10 

large d istances ~eparal i ng thelll 
from neighbour.; _. cluster of 
houses to f0l111 a village is still 
an nlicn concept i n the south 
Bhutan - have 11acllO adapt to the 
uncomfortable si tuation of hall
ing to live literally a\ arms length 
from the nex t fam ily. H avi n g 
come from a place where tht: 
JXlPulation of the I:lrgest IOwn 
was under :llhousand, the aver
age subsiSlcnce fanner wi lh his 
extra-large fnmily as wel l the 
formerly well-to-do business 
family ha ve learnt 10 cope with 
lhe crowded condit ions and 
cnlmped qU:lrlers. M ost had 
never scen toile ts before wh ile a 
fev. may havt: bt:cn used 10 more 
luxurious !>ystcm"" but both 
qlli~' kly adju",ted 10 building and 
Il')ing lhe shared family toiiels 
(V I Ppillatli nes). Everyone COJl

IntILued time and bnuur in lhe 
cun~lruCtjon 01 ~choob and 
hcallh unib. filldillg out from 
e,-pencllce the Jllan) nudillonal 
u",c" <)1 bamhoo and wc,,-,,1. In 
!llClr~par.: ll111e L".:fugce",,, hialcd 
"ood and l)amboo 10 m:lke "fu r· 
nitul e" :LIld t>thereveryd<lY Ilem~ 
III ,,~e 

Con~lllt:ring [he o\'c r 
..: rowd1llg, a large ly rural and 
illltCr:l t.;: camp population. nnd 
Limi !eu (acil"ie",. visitor" to the 
Hhul<.lnc»e refugee ":<.lmp'" ca n
not be blamed (or ,:xpcclIn£ IU 

wilnc",s appalling snnitary COIl 

dltiun". In",te;ld . ..:vcn where 
there arc .. » many a~ 42.000 
p<.!ople:ll a si nglt: ", ile ilL Bcld,l11gi 
(I wice the populmion of Bhulall ' ~ 

I:lrg..:st ...:ilY. the ..:a pl1 al 
rhI1llphL1~) 111<:: C<lllllh and the 
~urro\lnding" arc rc b tively 
dean. Firsl- l ime vbitQ"", who 
m.lh.e th..: trip tn ""Hllh ·ea"tern 
Nep,,j ..:ann" t hilt ta,l tC, make 
Ill" pk;J~;lnt "h"'<~I~"I""I"': tll..: 
1l!Il1;Lrl..:·.t1kah"" ~ lll.:,-·,'1 ~tra) dllg.~ 

• 111<.1 fr, . III illl' rd,,~..:..: Cillll lh . 

More than any other sign. 
the absence of stray animal", and 
tlie~. bolh dangerous and ooth
e.-",Ollle. hears testimony to the 
nbi! ity of people uscd IQ living 
far apart to adapt to tOlall y dif
rerentli v i ng condit ions. D e",plle 
the o vercrowding, thccamps are 
nem and clea n without garbage, 
litter and kilchen waSle lying 
,Lround toattraCl nies andslnLYS. 
It is a reflection of the 
community's successful collec
ti vc el"l"ol1s directed to 'mlintui n
i n g a hygien ic environment. 
Besidesthepitlmri nc",.the",ingk 
most imponant innovlltion con
uibuting 10 health y sanitary con
ditions in thc Bhutanese refugee 
camps is undoubtedly the wash
pit. 

TIle simple waSh-pit sys
tem evol ved over n period o f 
time in the early days on the 
bankS of lhe K ankai Mni r iver. 
tIle fi rst stop o f Bhutanese refu
gees. In the extremely over
crowded condit io ns at M:lidhar 
camp - final populatiOIl exceed
i ng 24,000 in ubout5 heClaresof 
",pace- it bec<lnle illlpermi,'c Illat 

SlIrroulldingsbckep t clean. bot h 
from lhe point of v iew of gen
eral hygiene :lnd Sanil!uion ns 
well as to ensure the llJ;Lximunl 
possible density of temporary 
",helters. \Vill1 the lh r<"::l1 of an 
epidemic spreading among the 
mal noulished po pul::llion nlways 
looming large, a regular v i gi l 
was maintained 10ensurca clean 
environment under Ihe circum
~tanees. Kitchen w aste attract
ing !lies and dogs was recog· 
nized ns a mnjOl' source of prob
lems. Slriet monitoring m slIb
sector levels (groups of around 
15 shelters) and formmion of 
women's groups to educate 
people nboutthe valuesof a clean 
environm ent hel ped ensurc reln
tively hygienic conditions even 
in l he dangerously overcrowded 
cnm p. As refugee", them sel ves 
lean l1 from experience. and as 
each improvement wns made 
malldatory by the camp man
agement committees, from opcn 
pits to pits wi th removal covers 
to sonkpitswithpennnllenl cov
ers, i l did not t:lke long for the 
prcscm system to evolve. By the 

time official campsilCs and regu
lar UNHCR assist ance became 
availablc. the polential problem 
that kitchcn wastc cou ld hnve 
become. had a lrcady been per
lmincnt ly tack led; the wash- pit 
had becom e mnncl:ltol), for ev
ery family unit. 

The wash - pit in the 
Bhulanese refugee camps is sim
p ly constructed using locally 
availa b le mnteri a ls. First. an 
open p i t, roughl)' 6 feet deep and 
m e:lsuti ng nround 3 feel square 
or round, is cxc:lvatcd. \Vooden 
or bamboo pieces :lTC uscd 10 

c:lrefully cover this opcning. A 
pl:lstic sheet can be plaeed over 
the bamboo/wood structure 10 

prevent soil from fallingthrough. 
A bamboo pipe is left insel1ed at 
Ihis s1l1ge to funetion as Ihedrain 
p i pe . Soil is then bnckfilled and 
compacted over the bambool Pit Latrine 

REFUGEE CAMP INFORMATION 
Location D i stri c t Refugees Student s 

T imai Jhapa 8,247 2.90] 

Goldhap Jhapa 7,911 2.81" 
Beldangi I Jhapa 14,981 4,858 

Bclclangi 11 Jhapa 18.486 6,902 

Bcldangi II Ext. Jhnpa 9.266 3,179 

San i schare(Path ri) MOTang 16,924 5.367 

Khudunabari(N) Jhapa 7,075 
3.533 

Khudunabari(S) Jhapa 3.681 

T Olll1 86,57 1 29,556 
Cu mulativc hirt hs: 4,709 

C umulal ive deat hs: 2,642 

The above figures are as of December31.1994 . 

1'IIbli., hcd b~ the 1I IIIIIall Ui~hh Organization of Bhutan(II UROB) P.O. Box 172, Lalitpur,Ncpll l. Tc1.526775/525046 [HQ Lamidara,Chirang, Bhulan1 
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