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Soldier dedared Don·8butanese 
after 17 yean ofservice 
After serving in Ihe Royal Bhutan 

Army (RDA) for the put 17 ye ...... 

39· year o ld Jai Bahadur Rai was 

declared • uOD-nallonal and 

discharsed from the army. R ai who 

had ~ached the rank of Pelzab 

(corporaJ) in RBA is from Singhi 

village in BhaJujhora gewng in 

PhunUholing dUnSJch(Jg under 

Chukha ckongklwg with House 

No.SGl6 and Thr(Jm No.213. His 

parcnu, 70 IIDd 60 years old. both 

born in Bbulan, ~ere -declared 

"illegal." and evicted in 1994&1'Ier 

railing 10 poduce then land laX 

receipJ for 1958. 

Pelzab Rai was Iwice sent 

for Special training in lawa.. In 

1986 be undcnook Ihe 3-monlh 

training CQlIfSC on Mountain 

Wufuein Janunu & K.a.shmir. He 

also underwent the 81 MortM 

T raining Course fo r 2-112 months 

in Mao, Madhya Prade.h, during 

1991. 

He was last serving in Saba, 

Paco. On February 20, 1995, Wing 

Commander Lt .CoI.Kar m. 

T,hering informed Rai IhiU be wu 

dis<:harged. He received no 

retirement benefits because: Ihe 

amoUDt due to him was allegedly 

adjuated against expendi ture 

incurred for hi, two training stinla 

io India. After 17 yeau of service, 

PelZilb Rai was made to leavelhe 

army peonilets. 

When he al"tived in his 

village., Rai found that his house, 

had been completely des[foyed. 

Hi, land, about I I a<:res, had 

reverted to jungle.. Even here he 

w .. hounded by the gu.p (vi llage 

headman) Dorj i Gyaltshen and Ihe 

k.IJrbtlri (headman'. anislant) 

Keahar Singh Tamang who 

ordered him 10 leave the country. 

He arrived. atlht: Sc:reening Post in 

Kalr.&n'ina on March 7 this year. 

Raj wi th his wife a n d two 

daugh ter. ia cu r rent l y in 

Khudunabari (South) refugee 

"omp. 

Dasho T J.RiliD promoted to 
Deputy Minister 

Dasho T.I.Riltin, the long serving 

Foreign· Secret a r y who was 
transfened I .. t year to the MinisU}' 

of Health and Edu<:alion was 

promoted by R is Majetty the King 

to the rank of Depuly Minineron 

April 19. This promolion brings 

the 10lal number of Minister" 
Deputy Minis ters to fifteen and 

oow provides representation from 

<=cntral Bhutan. The west wilh a 

population of under 15% now has 

12 (80%) ministers and. with one 

each from the Soulh. CentuJ and 

the Easl, the rest of Ihe country 

with a combined populalion of 

85% is represenled by 3 (20%) 

ministers. 

The Bhutanese side showed no rea l 
interest - Minister OH 

The latest round of ta lks between 
Bhutan and Nepal held in Thimphu 
from 17+20 Apnl has ended in a 
stalemate. While the last three 
round of talks had reportedly 
C(>l1cel1trated on ··hannonising·· the 
positions of Ihe two governments 
on the four "agreed" categories of 
refugees in the camps in eastern 
Nepal. the IWO sides were clearly 
deadlocked at the end of the . ixth 
round. 

Speaking to reporten on hill 
return to Kathmandu, a visibly 
dinppointed Nepalese Home 
MiniSler said tha! ··Ihe Bhutanese 
side showed no real interesl 
towards solving the problem."" He 
said that although during h is 
audience with tbe Bhutsne.e 
monarch His Majesty evinced. an 
intercstlO see the problem speedily 
resolved, this same resolve was 
nol renected by the Bhutanese 
delegation during the lalk •. 

According to the joint press 
release issued on Apri l 20, ··the 
leaden of the two deleg.lions 
made slatements at the opening 
seUi011 of the Sixth Ministerial 
Joilll Commillee meeting" and the 
delega!ions""immcd..iatciy resumed 
delibenuions to hamloniu the 

positions of the two governmentll 
on eacb of the four categories." 
Agrecrnent, however, could not 
be reached. 

Speaking to tbe Bhutanese 
media p rio r to the departure Of the 
Nepalese delegation from 
Thimphu, Bhu lanese Home 
MiniSler Dago Tshering, leader 
of the B hutanese. side to the lalks, 
.aid that the Nepalese delegation 
""introduced new issues to the 
lalks.H T s hering allo accused 
Nepal o f trying to send all the 
people in the camps to Bhulan, 
" including those who are not 
Bhutanele nationals." 
K. P.Sharma O li, the ' Nepalese 
Home Miniller w h o led his 
delegation to the talks, had earlier 
reaffirmed Nepal's position thal 
Bhulan should "repatriate a1l lhose 
people who are in the camps from 
Bhutan'· and also clarified that if 
there are people III the camps from 
elsewhere, "Bhutan need not bring 
them bac.kH. 

The Bhu l anel e Home 
Minister also claimed thar. with 
the previous government in Nepal, 
Ihe Ministerial Ioint C:Ommllloe 
had already hannonized positions 
on three of the four categories of 

people and had "come very close 
to harlnonizing'· theit positions 
even with the pretent government 
during the fifth mec:ung. Blaming 
Ihe Nepalese side for the failureof 
the talks, Tshering further staled 
that his delegatioh was surprised 
and di.appointed thal Htbe 
NepalCledelegation changed their 
position during Ihis meeting." 

Though no .peeific mandate 
has been determined for the 
proposed Team., the two sides 
"exch anged name, of the five 
members of Joint Ver ifical ion 
Team from each side." The 
Verification T cam can commence 
work oll l y . ft er Ihe t wo 
governments harmon ize Iheir 
positions on different <:ategones 
of people io Ihe camps. As an 
i n dication of t he curr e n l 
d i fferences between Ihe two 
governments, tbe joint prell5 
release states tba l tbe Committee 
agreed "10 meet on a mutually 
convenient date and venue 10 be 
communicated through the 
diplomatic channel. " For Ihe 
already frustcated rdugees, this 
stale of uncertainty is al l the more 
worrying. 

17 COWHERDS MISSING 
Bhutanese villagers ill the vicinily 

of Gaylegphug have traditionally 

kept large bem of cattle on the 

Indian l ide of the border. This has 

been necessi tated, or facilitaled, 

by the fa.ctlhat whi le the Bbutanese 

pari in Ihis area mainly comprises 

c u ltivated l and, immediately 

across the international border is a 

wide tracl of government forest 

land. This Iradilional pract ice (of 

Bhulanese rearing caltie on Indian 

soil) il peculiar to Ihis area and is 

not conunon in other pans· along 

the soulhern border. In recent 

yean. Bodo presence has increased 

in these govenuncnl reserved areas 

as the.e t riba l. have begun 

occupying forest land. 

The practice of tending cattle 

in India continued even afte r the 

prob lems started in southern 

Bhutan. In fact, in the early Slages 

of repression in Ihe country the 

gol}.., (callle camps) served as 

sanctuary and .helter for many 

southern Bhutanese fleeing 

haranment and arbilrary arrests. 

H owever. even though they were 

in Indian territory they were not 

safe; Bhutanese Iluthorities IUld 

security fo rces crossed over with 

impunity 10 abduct Bhutanese 

Citizens fTom Ihese got"'. Later, 

as Ihe wave of tndiscriminate 

arrests and unrestrained allOClties 

on the part of .ecunty forces 

subSided. some members of the 

callle OWlllng families continued 

10 tend Ihe herd while the reSI of 

their kin either ma.naged to r emain 

in B hu tan o r were forced to seek 

.helter in the refugee camps in 

Nepal. 

On Ihc morning of March 

18. the Dwr8Po. (Sub--Divisional 

Officer) of Gaylegphug, Topgay 

Tshering, accom panied by Royal 

Bhulan Po lice and Royal Bblltan 

Army penonnel reporledl y raided 

ail! gol/u in Indian terrilory in 

Bagmara, Allam. The B hutanese 

raiding party was asiisted by local 

Bodos who were allegedly paid 

(o r their lervices. 17 cowherds 

were abducted by Ihe Bhutanese 

8Sld a totalof 4 77 caule (407 cows, 

SO buffalOt:~, 10 I ersey cows, and 

10 milhuns) were captured. and 

driven into Bhut8Sl. 

AccordlOg to the reporl, all 

17 cowherds are Bhulanese 

cilizens. They are illiterate and the 

group includes a dumb person . 

Since their abduclion on March 

18. the 17 persons have 

thsappeared. TIle re are c redible 

reportslhatonMarch 19 they were 

transported OUI of Gaylegphug in 

vehicles belonging to the Royal 

Bhutan Army. People from 

Dadghan, India. who wi tnessed 

the transfer were told thal these 

persons were bemg deporled and 

that they were being takcn \(I the 

Auam+West Bengal border at 

Snrampur. I lo wever, Since that 

day the 17 have 1101 been seen. The 

mdl v iduals have nei ther arrived III 

Ncpal nor have they returned to 

Bagmara. The followi ng are the 

names and details of the missing 

persons: .... .. """ 
J. Abi N .. Nepll S6 3JiZ52 

1 MM UI Ntpil 46...,'62S 

Ulin UI Nepal 4O:wm 

tScmNltllNepa! 29 J!)'S41 
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1 0 • 2 

2 15 0 I 

iQraWuiIlbWli 21 J&l291 0 Z2 0 0 

ihl.alMhla I 19l5l19O o "ID 1 1 

1. 00ti la PokIId] 21 111-

lfllli"'-lHalpu)6S 1211)) 0 6(1 0 0 

9.GoPI.alIa,- J29 'I' 

IIl.N .. f'MI~ IN ' I ' 

1I.!IaIa 1l1li AdIU.IIi ]11 -I-

12.1l1.aInBG-lU.ti 2S 0&'161 019 2 0 

1l.btP L A6iIIi 6O:M'}4 0 IOS 0 0 

tUib lllIIAdlaUri 131 '/' 

15.1'11:. Bdr Ganm, Sl 18.00 0 14 0 0 

liItiAal.AotiIIi 1 rrm 0 I1 0 0 

17.K.hi NIIIb Bhwni 37 rllm 0 14 0 0 

TOTAL SO 40110 10 
SI No. 1+10 and 17 are from 
Dcutabo.ri. SI No. 11 from Bh .. r 
Wld SI No. 12+/6 from TaklIJi 
Gewogs .. ,.der So.rbho.,.g di$lricl. 

On March 21. the goth 

belonging to Devi Charan KOlrala 

of Bhur. Go.ylegphUg, was ra ided 

by agang of Bodol. AI7 A .M . lhe 

group arrived althe callle camp in 

Malivilla. Asum. India. and 

forc ibly drove Koirala's herd 0(55 

cows 1010 Bhutan. They also 

severely beat him and dragged him 

back to Dhutan because. the Dodos 

,aid, the du."gpa had offered 

Nu.3000 (US SIOO) as reward for 

every COWherd hnndcd over to hi m . 

He escaped after they left hun for 

dead inside BhullllleSC terrll(,)ry. 

RS.5/- ) 

Senior US officials in 
Bhutan 

Timothy Wirth, Ih·e Under 
Secretary of State for Global 
Affliln and Frank Wisner, the U .S. 
ambassador 10 India aecompanied 
by o ther officials visited BhutWl 
recently. During Iheir fIve+day stay 
10 the kingdo m, the delegation i ~ 

reported to have discussed bi laternl 
andglobaJ issues with Hts Majesty 
Ihe Kmg and senior officials. 

It isbelieved that the problem 
o f B hutWlese refugees in Nepal 
figured prominently In the 
thscussions and the U.S. officials 
were able 10 hear "Bhulan', point 
of view" o n Ihe problem of the 
refugees in Nepal. Ambassador 
Whner is reponed to have 
cOl1veyed the wish of the U .S. 
government for a selllement o f the 
refugee problem Htaking into 
account human rights issues and 
the critically important issue of 
Bhutan's sovereignty atld cu ltural 
identity.M 

It may not be entirely 
coincid en tal Ihat former U .S. 
Senator Winh, ·'Ihe highesl U.S. 
gover nment official to visil 

Bhutan", was also the leudcrofthe 
U.S. delegation to the World 
Conference on Human Rights m 
Geneva in June 1993~ While 

K"t!.lOseJ reported that the Under 
Secrelary "corrunended Dhutan's 
efforts to preserve the 
environment", Ihe paper failed to 
mention thal the Under Secretary 

also ellpressed U.S. government 
concerns regarding tbe human 
rights situation in Bhutan and the 

problem of Bhutanese refugees in 
Nepal . 

Seminar 00 Bhutaoest refugee 
problem 

Manav Adhikar Suraksha Manch 
(Human Rights Protection Forum), 

Kalimf1Ong, Ilnd the AssociBlion 
for Protect ion of Democra tic 
Rigbts (APDR), Slbgun, 
organized a one-day senunar on 
the problem of Bhutanese 
refugees. Over 110 peopl e. 
ine luding representatives from the 
Bhutan Solidarity Group, New 
Del h i, r epresemat lves of 
Bhulanese refugee organizations 
and otherpronunent human tights 
actiVISts partiCipated in the seminar 
in Siliguri, West Bengal, Imlia, 
whiCh was chaired by Advocate 
BiJan Chakraborty. PreSident of 
APDR. The meetmg adopted the 
following resolutions: 
I. That Bhutan Support Groups 
and human rights orgamzauons 
throughout India would be 
contac ted as a follow -up action 

and "lllIlar selmnars would be 
orgalllzed I n capital Ci ties of every 
state In India IQ c reate mass OpinIOn 
and to PU I pressure on the 
Government of India so thal 11 
finall y paniclpates in theon+going 
ta.lks to resolve the issue. 

2 . All the re fugee organizations 
SlIelOse:d the need to come uooer 
one banner and work towlU"ds the 
conUllOIl goal. Steps wou Id be 
lakell by vanous refugee 

organizations towards thll eod. 

of Uhutr 
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WHAT NEXT? 
The ploy oflhe Royal Government of Bhutan 10 codlcssiy prolong a 

meaningless dialogue in a calculated manner in the hope of wearing 

out the ~oppo.itioo~ appean 10 be coming 10 aclosc. AI the end of the 

uth round, for the rll'S1 time,incethe bilateral talks began nea.-Iy two 

ye.n: 11&0, Thimphu .nunded desperate. Bhutan was forced to admit 

that the meeting had produced no "positive results"" 

Having aehicvcd ill! aim of depopuJaliog southem Bhutan 

thro .. gb a VllU"icty of means and having saddled Nepal BUd the 

international conununity with the problem of looking after a large 

numbcrofrefugees, Thlmphu embarked on its stralcgy of prevarication 

and proc:u.!Ilinlllion. For two long yean after the influx of refugees 

into Nepal began, the regime in Bhutan skilUully managed to take 

evuive action. After ita: stock o f misleading information and fal se 

proJngandafinallyran oul, the Government was Jc luctantly forced to 

concede that the refugee problem in Ncpa.l did indeed iovol ve Bhuta.n . 

1be bilateral effort. to resolve the problem then hega.n. 

With Bhutan coming to the negotiating table, a.lbeitreluctantly, 

Nepal and the internatiooal col1Ununity believed that half the problem 

... ftllOlved. They wen: IlOOn to find out the hacd way that they were 

very wrong. Uth~Ro)lBl Govemment had earned grudging kudos for 

the crafty·baodling of the .huation until then. ii became evident that 

the negotiating table provided Bhutane5e officials with further 

opportunitiu to cti-t>lay their cunning. 

Thimpbu'. objective was obvious - to prolong negotiation. 

until'doDOr fatigue'utl in or refugee patience wears ouL So f!lf it he 

succeeded; from the flU"Ce of categorization to the exclusion of third

puty inputl, the Bhutane.e delegaJ.ion adroitly injected elemenu of 

delay and divenion at every tum. The two govemmenu have met six 

times ovU" two long yelU"l wjlh DO visible signs of progren. Indeed, 

CUftilyp-otfllCted, the bilateral process hu lICfVed as an exceUentfoil 

for the growing criticism in the intel'natiouw community over the 

lin&ering unreso lved problem of Bhutanese refugees a nd the 

Kingdom', poor human righu s ituation, and has helped Dhutnn 

wearher the .tonn over the past two year., It isn't surprising. therefore, 

thaJ. Thimpbu would desperately like to see the continuation of the 

farce of negotiations within the same framework. 

In this bid to keep thill f avourablesitu ation going and to kccp the 

Wk, alive, '111imphu has made every effort to project optimism. 

OeJpite the absolute lack of progress in the talks lIS evidenced by 

doubts of its uurulnelll in local as well as international mectia, the 

venting offru.traUow by Nepalese governmentofficials, and frequent 

CODCeI'Da expreased by the international community, Bhutan hlllll 

cou.iJlelllJy lIOught to portray the bilateral p",')Cess a success. 111deed. 

III the codof every round. Bhutan'. Kuem/er. projection of confidem:e 

~ the pr'OCeJ' ba" contrasted sbarply with the sea of hopeleRmess all 

wuod. 

With the deQ.ion of the frustraled Nepalese side al the end of 

tbe talb in Thimphu to deelace that the lalks were leading nowhere 

aod tbat the en~ proceJ. w as a failure, the Bhutanese side WAlll 

forced to concede tbere were proble\1l!I. Diplomatic niceties, the basis 

ror Bhutaoeae rucdia in the ?att to invent optimistic scenArio. and 

euiolie' for the bilateral process, apparently could not prevent the 

truth from finally emerging. 

That lheMini.tCTial 10int Committee has run into rough wellther 

.ad flounden:d - mainly because the Nepalese side may finally have 

aceo through the Bhutanese 'lratelY -- is evident not only from the 

re.:tion of the leaden of the two delegations at the end of the talk., 

but more pointedly from lbe uowillingness of the meeting to decide 

00 the date.ad venue for the next round of talks. When the two .ide. 

will oext meet, where. and under what circumstances, thus remains 

IIlDCleM. 

PortheNepaleseaide which is left holding the baby, 110 tospeak, 

it would do well to take .erious SIOC&- oftbe situation and review the 

experieDCe Hi, MajellY" Govenunent blllll bad in dealing with Bhutan 

over the past few yean before jumping into a !reshcompromi.e. The 

exceptionally risid irnIillence OD pure bilateralism within the cUlTenl 

fr-a.mework i. Bhutan'. way of impeding resolution of the problem. A. 

a rust .tep towudJ remlution of the problem of refugee. in Nepal, 

tbel'don:, thd barrier mult rust go. And Nepal must be rum enough 

to demend it. 
Wbether Nepal lucceed. in en.uring a more conducive 

etJviromnent where there i. , purposeful and genuine interest in 

finding a IIOlution befo~ the two delegations next meet will have to 

be ICen. The dilCullion' between His Maje.ty the King of Bhutan and 

the Prime Minutei' of Nepal during the May 2-4 SAARC Summit in 

New Delhi will likely have a crucial bearing on the future of the talk. 

between the two couotrie" Bhutan will undoubtedly make a ,trong 

pitch to retsin her advantage by _king a continuation of the curreut 

bilueral proce .. : Nepal h .. one more opportunity to be proactive in 

the effort to raolve the problem of refugees on her lIOil. 
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FOOD FIRST - OR PRIORITY FOR POLITICS? I 
"Tbe UN a .nd most of tbt' 

utabUsbed NGOs (non

gOl'e-rnme-ntal organisations) 

have re(:l'e-ated a .et (Of donor

r«lpkntrc-Iatlonsblpsfanilliar 

to those who have wlt~sed 

tbelr ope-rations In Africa. 

Ralbc-r lban !!eelng the Bosnlan 

people II!I the- eS!lential re!lource 

to be- nlobJllsed In punult of 

solutions to political and 

humanitarian problem!!, tbe 

IlIte-rnatlonal organisations 

have pre8entc-d thenL'lc-lves 11.'1 

controlling autborlUe-s, for 

wbom the BOIInians are e-Ilber 

pal'l!ll lve- rc-clplenu of largnse, 

or t.rouble-i'IOme ob!itaclel to tbe 

smoot h operatiolls of tbe 

InternllltionaJ effort_ 

simplistically emotive 

advertiscments suggest? 

No. arguC8 A1ex de Waalof 

the London-based organisation. 

African Rigbts. wbo says that 

"something bas gone wrong in 

the wtl.-.le relief buslnes," and 

that "bUt.nanitarianism Olay turn 

out to be a poli tical fashion wbO&C 

days is past." 

HUmanitarianism, b e 

argues, canuotHlJ apolitical void. 

In Rwanda, b e says, r elief 

organisations fudged tbe is.ue of 

genocide in order to concenlnlle 

on relier -- as a result of wbich 

"thegenocidalarmyorthefolUlu 

government, now in exile, is fed 

by intemationaJ rood aid. " 

Earlier in the catastropbe, 

"The .kllled buman be argues. wben the Rwamlan 

re-sourct'." in Bosnla have- be-c-n 
negh:cted _ As with AfrlcaOll 

over many years, the BosnialJ!l 

haye found tbis surprblng aod 

hUlJilllutlng. " 

"1'he civilian population 11'1 

regarded solely ..... the recipient 

of aid ... Pre-occupatlon with 

logistic. .. «Upst's COllcern for 

human bt-lngs, as If soap or 

tnUk I)owder could prevent 

bombll from railing on 

l!o:o;pltal"J or ge-ueroslty could 

oife-r IJrote-ctiol1 against 

Inurder and e-]I[pu~lon." 

It Isgood Cbat 'ome people may 

be- fed IllS a ruuit of relld 
> • 

organisations' empbasls on 

cbarltahle- works, de- Waal 

arguc-s, "but tbb Is al the cost 

0' addre-Ill tng more 

fundamental political and 

human rlghu conce-rns. In tbe 

10llg rUII, more people will 

remain allYe- undC'c. more 

toler.ble- co nditions " bumanitllrlanrc-Ue-(l1provlded 

in a way that 111 cOIL11stent wltb 

basic bunaan rigbts." 

"The-re are major dilemmas 

lbat need to be- addressed Ir 

relief ope-ra tions In polltlca' 

e-mergenc k:1I are to bea>Ine part 

or tbe solution, not continue to 

be- a part of tbe- proble-Pl. " I 
They (bumanitarlan relief 

agen cies) have become very 

powerful -- pushed to the fOf'e by 

Westem governments trying to 

avoid their own direct 

involvemenL A s a resUlt. the 

relid agencie#l now a.lso make 

politica1 judgements and act as 

news agencie. and diplomats, 

innu e u cing policy a nd the 

international agenda and 

contro lling huge amounts of 

money. The Inle mationfll Red 

CroslllUld Rcd CreJIOCnt Societ ie& 

alone spend $ 18 billion a year. 

Suddenl y obe 

accountability of tllCSC agencies 

Is being questioned. Are they 

~ally as belpful I\lI their ortii'i 

Patriotic FfOIll was advancing 

ou Kigali, outsiden _. ignoring 

the political dimension -- c.'d led 

for a ceascrll'e: this would bave 

lere the gu ilty govemroenl in 

power_ free to CIUT}' Oll Witll ilS 

policies. 1be calis overlooked 

the point that a Rwandau solution 

10 the disaslCr was a t hand -- the 

military vic tory or the rc bels , 

Similarly, h e ~ays, the bes l 

result of the war in Elhiopiu was 

not a ceasefire to take 

humanitarian relief acroRS the 

baltle-lines, but the defeat of thc 

Mengitsu Marian\ go vernment: 

"As the war cam.e to an end, it 

became clear that the rebels' own 

bumanilru"i.an efforts -- ba5ed on 

military advanceand community 

mobilisalion - - were Inore 

effective than tbe standard 

internationfll model of relief 

delivery . ~ 

11 was lack of a political 

strategy that turned Operation 

RestOf'e Hope in Somfllia into a 

debacle. be says. and in Operation 

lifeline Sodan (" a model forwbat 

the inte m atiOllal community 

aspired to acbieve in political 

emergencies"); relief is 

"prolonging tbe war, by 

constraini n g tbe military 

strategies of each side::, nnd 

conuibuting to a stalemate. ~ 

Relid rallures in Bosnm. 

be says, sbows tbat the problem 

is worldwide ratbertban AfrIcan: 
~The UN and m05t of the 

established NOOs (non 

governmental organisation ') 

have recreated a set o f dollor

~cipiel1t relationships fp<nuiar 

to those wbo b ave witnessed their 

operations in Africa. Rather UlaJl 

seeing the Bosnian people NI the 

essential ~50urce to be mobilised 

in pursuit of solutions to political 

and bumanitarian problems. Ule 

international organisation.~ have 

presented themselves Il~ 

controlling authorities, forwhoUl 

the Bosnianll are either pl\Ssive 

recipients of largesse, 0 1' 

troublesome obstacles to the 

smooth operations of tbe 

intemationaJ erfon. 

ftTbe skilled buman 

resources in Bosnia have been 

neglected. As with Africansover 

many years, the Bosnians bave 

found this surpri sing and 

bumiHating.~ 

111e sentimcnts echo those 

o f Francoise Bouchet-Saulnier 

o f Medecilu SOrlS Frorr.(ieres 

(Doctors Without Frontiers), who 

ha s pointed o ut tbat UN 

~solutions on Iraq, Yugoslavia 

and Som Alia rererred 10 Ibe 

protection o r aid convoys bulnot 

the protection o r the victims: "1be 

civilian population is regarded 

solely as the recipienl of aid ... 

Preoccupation with logistics 

eclipses concern for human 

beings, as if soap o r mjlk powder 

cou ld prevent bombs from falling 

on bospiLals, or generosi ty cou".I 

offer protOCtiOIl A!:ainst munler 

ruld expul sio n.ft 

To tile argume nt that in 

situations like Rwanda the beSI 

option might be to s tand bad: 

tUld let oue side win. Walker 

I Director, Disaster and Refugee 

Policy. ICRC] says "We-can't do 

Om!." Apru1 from many other 

cons iderations. it is impossible 

10 tell what will transpire: UIC 

situntiull might get wor,;e. "The 

o nly working principle is 10 

deliver life-giving assistance to 

Ul(Hle who need it most where 

they need il olosl_" 

It is good tha! IlOme people 

may be fed as a result of relief 

orgnnisfttions' e mpbasis on 

cbaritable works. de WaaI argues, 

ftbut this i s at tbe cost of 

addreuing mon: fundamental 

political and human rigbts 

c:onoems. In the long run, more 

people will remain alivc under 

more tolerable condition s if 

humanitarian relier is provided 

in a way thal ~ consistent with 

ba!lic human rights," 

The Red Cross has a clear 

position because it has acarefully 

worked out set or operating 

principles and a stricr mandate, 

and therefore avoids the core of 

de WaaJ's argument, whicb is 

that most relicr agencies claim 

both to deliver "neutml ft relief 

and to support justice and 

participation •• aims whicb .k 

W.al says are probably 
in.::ompatible. 

De Waal says he welcomes 

counter-argument but that mOSI 

agencies are rerusing to confronl 

tbe issues he bas r aised. He 
atUlcks tile ~aura of sanctity" 

which hns madc it almost taboo 

to criticize NGO activities. 

111C debate must be opened 

up, he says: "There are major 

di le mma s that need to be 

udd~sed if relief openttions in 

political emergencies are to 

become pan of the solution, not 

continue to be a part of the 

problem." 

Danie-l Ne-bon, Gemlnl 
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"For most o f the modern period. 
cthnicism WI\.'I aSLgmficlI.nt bUI, In 
fact. rather mundane factor In 

socLo-pohlical relations in Il109t 
areas oflhe world. mcludmg $Qulh 
As,a. " 

If ror some people attending 
the seminar on the D hulanesc 
prohlem in New York's Columbi" 
Umverslty on February 18. 1995. 
these words fromTcllowucd Soulb 
ASian c;o;pcrt P rof Leo E.Ro:o;e 
seemed to nng a bell, lheir memory 
scrved them right •• this WM also 
the opening SCnlf'IlCe of the 
Professor's contribution to the 
proceedillgs in the A ugust 20-22, 
1993, conference 
"Dcmocrali7.ation. Ethnicity and 
Development in Sou t h and 
Southeast Asia" in Colombo, 
sponsored by the International 
Centre for Ethnic Studies, K andy, 
Sri Lanka. T hepaper subsequently 
appeared in the ce,., trc's £ 11", ;c 
S,"d it':$ R"'po,.t (Volume X II , 
Number I,January 1994,pp 103-
120). 

Belyillg the promise in its 
title -- made worse by subsequent 
page he!!.ding' that read "Nepali 
Minority in Northeas t India" - the 
paper focu5Ses exclusivcly o n tbe 
ethnic Nepal.,!!e community in 
Bhutan and the eUlTent problems 
ill the Klflgdom, One observation 
that may sprmg to the minds of 
those fanuliar with the region is 
tillS: Con!udenng the usulII 
connotatlO/f Ihat "northeast" has 
in the sub-colltintenl. should this 
deliberate hOllllng in Oil B hutan be 
seen as some sort of otJlen'!Or was 
;1 SImply an IIIIempl by the autllOr 
10 address the Issue close to his 
heartreg!!.n.lle..!! ofthetopicchoscn 

f"" him by hI" Sri Lankan hosts1 
Nonelheless. Ihe fact that he 
tllready had a paper Illllde-Io-order 
n1:\de Rose's task that much 
s impler 'n New York 

It 15 significant Ihat Rose 
opted to repeat hi ll presenlation 
well O"er a year luter despite the 
fact Ihat many van abies had 
undergone transformlltlon during 
Ihe inlervening period. More 
significantly, III between, he had 
the pleasure of revisiting Bhutan 
Md the "chore" ofmakmga tnpto 
the refugee call1ps for the fllst 
lime, providIng possible scope for 
Inleraclion and further insight, But 
Rose who formed the!IC opinions 
beforehavinl; lIlet 11 single refugee 
obviousl), saw little merit in 
rewriting 1115 views - indeed, the 
trips only helped reinforce hIS 
theory. his interJcction.'! during 
delivery seemed to suggest. 

Briefly tracmg the histcoryof 
Nepali migrlllion tQ Darjeehng. 
Sikkim. Bhutl", and northeaste", 
India. Rost" w rile ... that "by 1900. 
Nepalis had become the majority 
community in both Darjeeling and 
Sikkilll," Il.nd "by the 19205, this 
area [southern Bhutan) had 
become a Nepal t-sperudng Hindu 
adjunct to !:he dominll.llt Dzongkha· 
speaking B u ddh ist polity in 
Bhutan." (T he non-Dl.ongkhll
speaking majority might righlly 
take offence at the last !'it. hut 
Rosc obVIOusly did nol mean to 
rwse a storm.) At Ihe same lime 
Nepa!i~ aho occup.ed Ihe hills LO 
the !Wuth of the Brahmaputra 
valley. and b), the ti me InwlI gained 
her independence in 1947. 
"Nepa1is were t he qu ietly 
dominrull eiemeut in thc lower h i l.l 
wellS around A.'l'lun ellcepl for 
NEFA \flOW Arunachal Pradesh) 
Md Tnpura," 

There WIIS heallhy 
COClllstence between the Nepall 
migrants and the mdigenous hill 
pcople, wl lh Ihe former "generally 

left alone to run thmgs as they saw 
fit" as they were "unpottanl to the 
well-bemg of Ihe economy U\ these 
areas Mercifully. Rose pooh
poohs the ideaof"Greater Nepal" 
not only because "thIS IS 1'1 totally 
unrelll posslb.lity under the CUlTCnI 
geo-poli tical system U\ South 
Asia." but also. he says, becausc 
"the Nepalis in Soulhern Bhutan 
and the Northeast IIllly considet 
Nepal as their country of origin, 
but few, if allY. ,eriousl), 
contemplllled Ihe elltell~ion of the 
Nepali polily 10 Iheir area of 
residencc." 011 the other hlUld, he 
notes that bOlh in Bhul/uI IUld the 
Northeast. some have used Ihis 
pereel ved threat to their trnditiona.l 
syslem "to justify their demands 
for strongly ellciusIVis l policie$ 
directed at their Nepa.li minorities." 

The problem in B hulan 
began, says Rose, with the "sons 
o f Ihe soil" movement in India's 
Jlo rtheast in the 19708 wld the 
subsequent cxpu ls ion of Nepal is 
from Meghalaya. Manipur and 
Nagaland in themid-1980s. These 
developments "impaC led 
negal ively" on Ihe Nepalese 
community in B hutrul, "leading in 
1990 10 a major internal crisis 
within the country as well as in 
Bhutan-Nepal relations." Since il 
mllde little ,ense fo r " Ihese 
outcasts" from the northellSt to 
retum to Nepal. he asserts, this 
"wave of illegal migrwlIs" poured 
into southenl Bhutan where "it 
was hard to arrange legal 
admissions into Bhutan under 
Thi mphu's restrictive pol icies. bUI 
LlS the loca.! NepaI.J elite in Sou them 
Bhulan stiU rWI this acea pretty 
ruuch on their own tenns (in the 

19(051), it Wall not much of a 
problem 10 ·lega.liz.e· or al least 
hide these recent Nepali mlgrllnts. " 

According to Rose. Bhutan 
earned out its fiul really thorough 
census in 1988 Wld wscovered the 
eXlenl 10 which the Lhotshampa 
comlllunity hadellpanded.lelldLllg 
Ihe Drukpa elite 10 eonclude by 
1988 Ihat if nlCn.~Ute.~ were not 
taken "Bhutan cou Ld go the wayof 
S lkkim." Consequently, in Ihe 
1988-90 period. Driglam 

!"nm.shag was enforced, illegal 
Nepal! residents ellpeJied 
( '· vU" lua.lly all illegals left Bhut811 
011 schedule. peacefully if not 
happily"), and the u!'leof Nepali in 
sehoo l .~ restricted ... It was in these 
ci rcumslances". he says, "that a 
substantill.l number of legal 
Lholshampas decided 10 leave 
Bhulan and also supported, in 
pnnciple nl lellst, the violent 
resIstance movelnenl ba.'Cd across 
the border." 

ConsideJ'lng the subtle 
adjustment of dales and evcnts. il 
is bUI inev it ab le lh llt Rose's 
arguments - or the arguments of 
Ihe regime as presented by Rose
_ while appearing sound. will be 
found rife with dlserepanclcs on 
doserscrutiny. It is now generally 
agrced that the travails of Ihe 
soulhenl B hutlUlese began wilh 
the mlUlipulalive c.msus of early 
1988, If indeed then, "by 1988. 
therefore, the Orukpa ehte had 
cot'lCluded thlll Bhutan could go 
the way of Slkkim .... , it only 
confimlll diSSident CIAIllUi Ihat the 
enumerallon exercise WIIS iJllli"led 
10 reduce the ~outhern DhUlanese 
populat ion by frlludulent means. 
And if "virtually all ofthe illegals" 
were already ellpelled by 1990. 
SUtely It must then be agreed that 
Tefllgee.~ who /UTived In the cllmps 
frolll BhutwI aftel that date rue 
Bhutanese Irefugee camp 
populatIOn; 1990,,,il. 1991 -6000. 
11)92-72000. l <J93· R.5000, 1994~ 
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87000[. Unless, of course. Rose 
..... ou1d hllve Ihe world believe that 
the "lllegals·· oustedearl.er W8.lled 
p.."l\tclltly - and managed to ~Urvl ve 
-- 1111 these years for the caUlp~ 10 

be estahltshed w.thout c.realing a 
stir 01 news! For the record. the 
ac lunl "nvc for ellpuls.un of non· 
nlltlOllnl ~ ( mostly manual workers 
engaged by government AgenCies 
Wld dome~lics i n u rblUl area .. ) took 
pl..eel" 1986-87, andlhe numbers 
lIIvolved were probably 110 mure 
Ihan a few toouslUld. 1I1cludlllg a 
large numher of Indian onglll . 
Rose r.Jenlly has a haId time lrying 
10 rt'm .t1" uoth credible and loyal. 
UnfortullnleLy for hun. al lell~ 1 in 
Ihi ll p'lrIJeular sltuatioll. the IWc> 
denll1l1ds are not cOmplelllentary 

'Ibere is one bit of revealing 
informaliol1 which Rose. III fUlure. 
after tiring of being a loyal frtend, 
may choose to sludy fu rther. This 
relntes 10 his asse rt ioll Ihat "i t 
should 1I0t be a major problem to 
ascertain w hiehof the 'refugees' in 
the Jhapa eamps actually qUlllify 
as citizens ofOhulan by ulling the 

' very dd.ail .. d pr .. ·1 988 village 
r t"eortis ill S llu t h crn Bhu ta n ." 
P recise ly. T his hu been th e 
positiol1 of the rcrugees all alollg 
While Prof Rose call not be thanked 
enough for pUlling 011 record tha l 
which refugees have eonsislently 
voiced. the Professor would have 
contributed even more by way of 
unravelling Ihe truth if h~ had 
stopped to ponder: Since detK.iled 
records were already IlvlLila.ble. 
why did the .1988 census cnu~e!IQ 
m uch lI"t)uble7 

The convoluted argument -. 
of ellpuisioLl of mpali! ffom 
norlhe;ut India, sudden ovenllghl 

di$Covery III Bhutan of abnormal 
growlh of Ihe southern Dhutanese 
popu lnliOIl ('"tc. -- has Ihe haLlmnrk 
ofa genius. Fortunflldy for R(t~e. 
he will nOI. al least Ihrough Ihis 
paTt;cul1ll Iheory. be declared a 
j:!emus For IIhhough he makes no 
spedo.l effoM to credJl the Royal 
(iovcTmllenl forthls c<>lIcept. Ro,;e 
IS lucky thal few would beheve 
him eapllble of fathering such a 
preposlerous idea. aud thlll c redit 
should indeed go to the Bhutanese 
Foreign Minister. But Rose' ~ 

deliberate fai lure to question or 
=plll111 why southern Bhutant:Se 
would have allowed the illflux or 
connived wilh Ihe$e Illegal 
migrallls, is still ingenious. 

The pro blem with Rose IS 

his deliberate ullwillingness to 
follow up any thread o f argument 
\t.keJy to turn unpleasAllt for the 
government. H e IS willing 10 
conjecture that "the KlIlg hu 
inSisted on a eomparatl ve1y liberal 
approach" but is ftlCingoppo~ltion 
from membe rs of the clue 
"deter mincd 10 re,Il0Ve 
Lhotshampas comple te ly f rom 
Bhutan, and sce the presenl crisis 
as prol'iding Ih~m ",ith rh~ 

oPllor/lmil)' to ach ieve thiS 
objechve." lie will I1Ot . however. 
conjecture furthe r on Ihe 
possibility thlll the oll!,orl,m't)' 
>l'n.!", ;II/ucI,jo'm!y c rt!ult!d in the 
firsl " hce. 

W hileonewoulddcsperntely 
like to belteve thlll a scholllr fmm 
a fuaway land would View the 
criSIS dispassionately. Rose gives 
hUllself away often cnough to 
enRure that hedeserve~ neither Ihe 
refugees' l.dmiration nor re~pec l 

It cerlamly i,. his preroguuve if 
Rose ch\"'l~eS to tarnish hl ~ OWII 
1Il1llge by making ull5ub_twll taled 
chart.e~ about rc-fugee 
01£,1111;711t101I5 d.unal1dlllg "Iha' 
VIrtually 1111 l eslrictlOIlS on Ihc 
nu~mti"," ... 1 NepallS into Ilhutm. 
be ternllll/lled," RC'lIuscno !\('1uthern 
Bhu llUlCSC hascvelc~pnused . And 

if Rose opts to put hiS reputa tton 
on the llIte byclwLlung that "Ncpah 
Bhulllnese polilLcal panies (thal) 
are carrymgollll "lolenl camplUglI 
in Soulhem Bhutan" de~plte the 
facl thal v1T\ually 1I00nc else finds 
Ihls to be Irue, not even h' $ 
country's Stllte DeplU"tmenl. thAt 
too IS hiS choice. I .lowever. when 
Rose takes I1 upon h.msel f 10 
needlessly 1118UIt refuj:!ees \a word 
which IS a1wa)', "'''hILl quotes ILl 
his articlc. refleclmg the measure 
of his bIas) he 15 demalldmg a 
rejoinder: Prof Rose see$ fit 10 
po rt ray people forced by 
Circu llls tllnces to accepl chanly 11.\1 

"frecJnllders·· -- that o ffell slve 
word. we uelteve. would mo re 
appropriately and aplly descnbe 
someone who scrounges 
invitalLolIs and roulinely accepts 
the hospitality. as house-guest. of 
the B hutwlese Ambassador while 
in New York, the B hutanese 
Foreign M inister 's daughter while 
il1WashingtonD C.,lhe Bhull1.lle~ 

Foreign Ml1Iister's SOli while in 
New Delhi. and the entire Royal 
Govemmcnt and royalty while in 

. I 
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"Bhutan s h ou ld repllltiate a ll 

tholle peop le ;11 the camp if 

th ey are from B h utrul. If there 
are people frOIll e lsewhere, 
B hu tan m:ed lIut bri llg L1 lem 

back ." 

N epalese H o m e M inistel' 
K .P.Sh arm~1 0 11 , ta lking t o 

the Bhutan Jjro :adcastin l,; 
Service o n A pril 20, 1995, 
after the si x th round o f 

llhut a n . N e lJa l t a lk s i n 

Thlmphu , 

"T he Nepa lese delegation 
in trodu ced new conditions 
and want to send back all the 
people in L1le cruups. in cluding 

L1 tose w h o an:. [IOl B h u tanese." 

Rhutancse H o ml: Minister 
D:lgo T s h e ring. briefing the 
same medi a .lmme d.lat e l y 

after Minis te r OU_ 

MEDIA SCAN 
BHUT AN'S DIS P OSSESSED by Tom P ils ton 

Bhutanese refugees began 10 I.I1Tlve III Nepal In 1991; they now number 

an estimated 100,000. of whom 86.000 are liVing ill eight refugee eamps 
in soulh-eastern Nef1al. Thc ~erugeCB are al.l fromsouthern Bhulan. They 
are of Nepllli "rigin. allhough 1110f't of their fanulte, have beell hving in 
Bhutlln fro ~ilt ,~r seven generations Rn<.l Ihe majority l,r them h:lve 

BhUlanesectlizell~hlp They speak Nepa.li and are mllml)' It'lIdu. which 
makes thelll qUlle dIstinct from the non.hem BhUIIUIC5f' Drok:pa.'i. the 
dominwlt elhnic group, who are of Tihelan on ~lll. speak the l1ationa.l 
language, D7.ongkha and lITe Bud, lhl sl 

'l1lc sou thern Dhulane~e ha"e fled hecause of rer,e$!<ICln on eth1l1c 
grounds. totlure and rape. In 1969, the Bhut:tne~e p. ... vr"nlmenl baJUled 
Ihe teaching of Nepltll in ~chools III southern Blu, lall and the wearIng of 

Nepalt elhllle dress ill puhliC: plt.ll."Cs Refugees lell sl"Tle~ ofhe91lngs and 
hUll1iliahon~. of needles hCHlg plae .. d undcr the" fin~cn'aJIs. the 

demohtion of theIr homes and the wllhdrawal 01 h .. alth service,. Once 
In the c ... mp~ Ih ... y I,ve In squalor. as man)' lIS ei!/.Ilt pcoplecro .... ·ded Il1tO 

one hut. endurlllg maluulrilton IInd outbreak5 of cholera. I1leasles wld 

benben . 
After four years the.r frustralJon IS palpaH ... Talks belween Ihe 

governments of Bhulan Nepal ah"ut the refugees' future begllll III 

November 1992, bUI Iheirpll~htlsullre!iOlved. M, ny. indudlngMangala 
Sharma. It represcnlauveoflhc refu!!ees who ha.o; heelllll London 10 flli.'!'e 
awareness of thelf Situat,on, hellc."e Ihal mor~ Inlem:\llOnal pressure 
must be brought to bear on the Bhulane~e governmeLII If the pec>ple of 

southern Bhutan are ever 10 retum to Ih .. it homes. 
T he Ind " I,,,n dell t. Lon d"", 14 April 1995. 

8hut""c!le rc ru g .... .,. ... "ntilllH· I., (:ok" s heltc ,· in Ncp,,1 - Dhruba 

Adhik:U"1 
.. , Desp,tefive roundsof ~uvcml1lent'Leveltalks. held a]temati\'ely 

In Kathlll.lldu and lbllllphu. no hreaklhrough has yel been IIchieved. 
Initially. Thul1phu rejected Ihe very idea of j01l1ing Ihe Ia.lb, arguing that 
Bhutanese in Nepal were not rcfu~ee$ but "Nepalt-speaklnl; Indinns. 
lenorists wllllled al home. or thosc ..... ho left thell hQnle~ ( IJI Bhutan) for 
a beller life !l l lhe refugee ClllllpS where they get p lenly 10 elll and spend." 
. .. I t was o n ly whcn Kathml1ndu loudly mooted the .dea c>f 

;nlerualiolll.lisll lg the ISsue that Ihe Th'11lphu regIme agreed to discus~ It 
bUI only 10 drag Its foot all along. It rejeclcd Ihe .dea of the United 
NAtions High Commission for Reru~e5 (UNI ICRl hemg a party 10 
efforts "llesolving Ihe problen •. "Iheonly agency" a.s Kllllak Mani Dixit. 
the editor of the .... idely respecle<lll;mnf m!lg,,~ine. says "with ellpe"i.e 
and the internlltional ma1l<:lIIte to get 111 v,,1 vcd 1Illhe proceu of veri ficatiol' 

!1.lld replltrlRlIOLl " 
... Polllical observers 111 Nepa.! strongly feellhm Ind,a holds the key 

10 rcso!v1118 the issue. i.e. If u wants to . Anand Shreshla. Ull acadenuc. 
suspects a SIlIl~tCr JllOve against Nepal. "The refugee crl~IS could be a 
master IIltWe on the I hlllalayan chc~~b(>lVd by New Delhi as a means of 
checkmal1llg both Kalhmandu and Thnllphu to fUrtli('"r 11$ goals and 
ensure Ihe.r CO(>peralic'Il by making Ihem politically Ilnd econollUca.ll), 

dependent on IlI(hn," he srud. 
So fllr the Indian !!OveTllmelll has main tllined thal Ihe ~tnlemale 

over Ihe refuge,' prohlcm IS ~tnctly a b,laleral afrair !>etween Ih!' IW!} 

I>t-ighhounnr kll1gdoms. Outing Ihe offiCial vI~il 10 N!' .... Delhi nellt 
monlh. Nepal· ... Prime M.nt ... ler Man Moh,," Adh.kary,' lIkel y 10 ask h,s 
Indian cuunlerpan P.V.Naraslluha RAO to u<c h IS good ofr,ces 10 

persuade K.Jng JIgme for erealms a congemal atll1,~sj1here to allow the 

refugec$ to rcturn hon'" ... afdy. Mr RLVJ'$ re.~ponse Will he .. subJcct of 

intense SreCUlilll~'n III KalhnlRlldu . 
K hah .. l'j Till ..,,,. U niled Am h J<;m im le!l. Mu!' ... h lY. lYYS. 
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totlle /~OI,/e ofBhmun in the/on " 
0/ " small b(}Oklef, UMlk Gy'" 
OllaDg Ngai D h ir, Da , in 
Dzongkha, Nepali and Englis ll. 
We r"t!produCt! in f ull thl!! English 
I'l~,.sion of Ih t! DNC ol'peo /. 

M y fellow DhularlC$C!, 
I know lllo~1 o f you are already 
a wrue of the miserl\ble lillle all of 
U5 are going through. The situation 
in Bhutan has deteriorated 10 such 
an extent Ih8l almost a ll of us are 
forced 10 live under very 
o ppressive conditions nnd have 
been Buffering under Ihe heavy 

yoke o f the present system. The 
peo ple are ~cared 10 raise thei r 
voices against 5upprt!u ion and 
di!ICfi minalory pol icies iesl il in vile 
/llTUI, to rture, and eve" dealh, the 

felll' of which hu kept them from 
openly raisi ng any proles!. T o 
t! lI erC lst! 8bJlohn~ control the 
OQvemmenl till no w disto rted 
fRets fo r IUI o wn vested illleR'SIS 
Md kept the people of Bhutan 
comple te! y igoor8f1t of the ir rights. 
responsib ili t ies and obl igations. 

I thank those o f you who 
have already decided to come 
together to help ensu r e the 
pl'osperi ty, peace and freedom that 
all of us deserve. I am sure the 
gencrationsofthe future will never 
fo rgct thill most precious gift that 
you will ha ve g iven the m , 

You are aiL aware how our 
people have bcen m is lcd hy the 
informntion rcd 10 them by the 
GovcOllllent. Yel )'ou w a tch in 
silence your sons. daughters, 
broth e n. siste rll. falhers and 
mothcrs writhing in agony al the 

s uppression and lerro r be LUg 
unleashed on them. Some of you 
have been mampulated mto an 
IllUSIOnary cocoon where you 
believe all III well and som e have 
been IIIs tilled with s uc h fear that it 
has paralysed your body and sou l. 
So you quietly watch. Ihe silent 
suffering. while Ihe guardian, and 
prOleclOfS o f Bhu ta n fin d our 
people are forced agait'!lt their will, 
or are brainwashed by the chosen 
'g uardians and pro tec lo rs' of 
Bhulan and ils people into eanying 
oul this heinous deed, 

Their ertu. whic h a re a 
reOection of the tyrramcal force 
bent on culling thcm down 110 

ntalter what the consequences lO 

the country, are a lready t':choi ng 
all over Ihe 1.110untains from its 
four directlon9. A " d a ll t ha t t hey 
a r e bt'1;ging for ill the r ight t o 
equal opportuni ty and!u live ill 
mudes\ hu man d ignity. Today 
)'Ou watch in silence the agony o f 
you r brother'lI c h i ld r en and 
tOmolTOW you wi lL be watching 
the lIante happen to yo ur chil<ken. 

W e havc pledged our!IClves 
m the sC!rvlce o f and to protect the 
Three E.lentents. the TSQ Wo S",n . 
the King. Country and People. Dut 
u n fo rtunate ly, knowingly 0' 
unknowingly we have been given 
Ihis Icmble c hoice o f c hoosing 
between Ihe flnt element on the 
one SIde ,od ". Country =d 
Peorle 011 the other . Why? D idn' t 
we alwaYII believe that all the three 
elements were in tegral to the well 
being of our country? 'n len why 
has o ne become so much more 
Itnportnnt that il has to de.<; troy the 
second by suppressi ng the th ird 
for illl 0 wn benefit . bringing unto ld 
misery to everyone? The blood 

thllt o ur forefathcrs spil t '" ,h. 
b:lIIlefronl to fiercely preserve o ur 
iudependence from a ll colomal 
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principles and values Ihat we 
believed in and fought fo r. 

Most of us are "wore of thc 
details of past episodes of excesscs 
and how so mallY people have 
been v i clim l ~ed , to r tu r ed, 
assassinated o r murde red for no 
fault of theirs. including me mbe rs 
o f the security forces who have 
always b een loy al to th e 
Government. W e also know th" 
consequent fateoftho9C who were 
invol ved in fo rmulating a n d 
exec ut ing o f these plans - mostly 
innocent fo llowers of o rde rs. It i5 
a terrib le Ihing to bear the fruils of 
your negative kanna -- to suffer o r 
10 die of madness and agonis ing 
diseases. 

We know w h o all were 
involved in the assassmation o f 
the two previous Shabdrunss. 
They were no t only the Iflcarnales 
of the fo under of Bhutan. but more 
importan t, o f a Spiritual Being. 
the protector of our country. H is 
Guardians, of tbe Ma Gye" Clulltl 
O)'t<l, helped him in pro(eclHlg 
Bhu tlUl and its people. We know 
the fate of those who were 
instru m ental in the assass inations. 
8f1d how the fruits o f their karma 
even trickled down In th e Ir 
descendallts. just as onc inhc ri ts 
one's ancestor's properties. What 
we probably don 't know is how 
both o f our kings su ffered o f 
tcrrible diseases and lunacy bcfore 
they died, Everyone Slit bock as 
s ilent spectators ami g lorified the 
WTo ngdoers. Butlheaccumu llltcd 
merit of good kanna of the people 
of Bhutan m ust have been j us t 
enough because even tho ugh the 

ones involved were made 10 pRy 
and arestill paying for their deeds. 
the people and country pull ed 
through. 

No, at thal time. the Onc 
who brought the Drukpa Kajyu kpa 
tradition recognition in Bhutan and 
the Kajyukpa tradition itself w as 
not wanted. They were adanger to 
our monarchy and thus to our 
country. So after the IISlIassinat ions 
many K"'jyukpa centres were 
closed dowlI . The number o f 
monks in Ihe DralSan8s were 
reduced and some made to join the 
army and wh a t n o l. Late r 
H .H .D ilgo Khye ntse R im poche 
bccalllC the king's Isawa", lama 
thro ugh the Queen M other. A shi 
Kes ang . H .H .Dilgo Khyentse 
Rimpoche was revered by the 
people of Bhut3.f1 and his prayers 
helped us forget ou r past misdeeds. 
Further li . H . D o drupc h e n 
Rimpoche w as invited to take the 
Yo ngla GoIl1pa under his care. 
H . Ii .Dodrupchen Rlmpoche. 
whose G uar dian is the fi erce 
R ahula, 15 the Incar nate o f 
Kunkhen Jignte Lingpa and T erlon 
Sangye Lingpa, Terto n Sangye 
Ungpa w., also ,h. flf ~ t 

Shabd r ung's uu",ae lama . 
KunkhenJigmcLingpaw5Coveroo 
the Rangjlln8 U'Ylmd"" Plwrpae 
Kilkhor (The Phurpa M ountam) 

io Yo ngla . while Wang Jigme 
Kunde l. his disciple es tablished 
the Yonsla Gompa The blessings 
of th is Phurpa M ounllul1 II nd the 
prayers conduc tcd io Yongla 
Gomp3 was instrumental in ~aving 
Bhutan from being n verrun when 
J igme N311l 8yel successfully 

fought the Brit i~h io Deothllllg 
within a month of his defeulthere. 
After h is victory.llSll1e Nam g)'e l 
offered cy mbah (J i8 m e 
TSfV'8)'n" s) there alld dec lnrt.·d that 
Dhutan WIll always be mdebteuto 

And no w . all of a sudden. 
the Nymgmapa traditIOn is not 
w anted . 11,11 Dod r upchen 
RlllIpoche IS accu sed of being 8f1ti
Bhutanapan fromatl o ther falsI ties 
alld IS banned from commg mto 
th e co untry , Nyingmapa 
mo nasteries are being converted 
to K njyukpa by Incentives or force 
and Nyingm al)a practitioners are 
bcing v ic timI sed. 

Wc see m to be highly 
n mfused III our beliefs. Earlie r, 
the Kl!.jyukpa was no t wanted and 
now IheN)'ingnlllpa is not wanted. 
W eproudly glori fy Ihe reg ime who 
murde red the previous Kajyukpa 
,"c ltfnatcs. and does 110t recoknise 
My o the r K 9Jyukpa TruLkus. 1I0 r 
the present living n1Jnd and soul of 
the founder and protector of ou r 
counlry . A f te r defiling the 
K ajyukpa tradition and insu lting 
ilS Guardians the regime no w tries 
to playac t as the protector!< o f that 
very Kajyukpatradiuon. and prays 
to those very GulU'dlans. At the 
lallle tinte the Guardians who 
pl'otecled 3.fld Baved Bhutan from 
no ne}l ls tency are shunned and the 
declaration o f mdebtedness to 
Yo nglaGompa and it Mas ters and 
G uardi an. dishonoured. 

The Shabdrung R impoche 
llnd the Dodrupche ll Rimpoche are 
among the highe.~t Lamas in their 
re:orpective tradit io ns and are "one" 
in mi nd as they arc incarnl{tes of 
the Gu r u and Di sci pl e. 
Additionall y. Ihe Guardians of 
bot h the Kajy uk p a and the 
Nyingmapa h ave tog e the T 
pr~tected 3'jd sustained Bhutan's 
:orovereignty and pros per it y. 
Practical ly every household in 

Bhutan practice~ oot h th e 
tradItIonS when perfon ning any 
prayer ritual . a nd no ntual is 
cO I\1 pl e te ty itho ut prayers to 
Guardian ' o f both. 'nl is tradItion 
o f Kfl Nying Shuns Drel which 
means •. K ajyukpa and Nyingmapa 
as One" is IllI o ld as the soil of 
Bhutan. 

After thu s ins ulting the 
G uardim15 o f both tradi tions and 
o ther traditions as well , we pray to 
thcm and e"pect them to protect 
us . B y our , iLe nce to Ihis insult that 
thcy nnd Iheir mn..acrs have been 
su bject to . w e make ourselves 
'accomplices'. Not o nly w ill they 
nOI heed o ur prayers but will aLso 
IlInkc us bear the Collsequences of 
thllt m sul! . W ithout anyo ne \0 

pro tec t us now. do we. the people 
of OhUllln hllve enough merit 10 
withs t!lnd the wrath o f the Ma 
Gyen Cham Dy,,1 m,d the Ma Za 
Dll(JnI Sumlllcluding Talo Gyalpo. 
Rahula alld Ihe Guardiall~ o f a ll 
thc traditions combined? The way 
thillgs lire going, l ook~ highly 
unlikely. The wro ngdoers arc 
probabl)' conde nUled. but fo r us. 
the 'accompllces ' . the re 15 .. c hance 
, f w. repent and "" fo ' 
fo rg lvene". 

Rrlig iou, belif'fs and ,", 

guverning oft lo" "'OU n try .. re t,,·o 
ahl<olu leJy cl ilT .... , ,,1 fields and it 
is im perolive Iho l th ey be kept 
..... 1 ... r .. I..,. One is ve ry penon al 
w hile the other concc",s the people 
o f the whole COUlltry. Dy JIIl}l ing 
the t wn in a viIJa;l1ish wld schel111llg 
nllLUIHlr 10 s l1itt)n e.~ selfish Ul lcre~ t. 

by ",tcrfering tlnd hurting the 

reli g lOull Selltlll1e l1 ts o f 1111 'h' 
d iffcrcnt rchginus traditio ns '0 

Dhutan we are hllvlngto walc h the 
Dh utll tl of our drc ams 
d iSlIllegr"tillg before OUt veryeye9. 
The worst of everything is abou t 
to bcgm In happen to us . 

M' 
going mad. the effect on our 
country 3.fld our I1Il1ocent people. 
fro m the l aql:~st 10 Wn ' 10 the 
retnO tes\ VIllages, who became 
'accompliccs' through fear 1\nd 
Ignorwlce. aredlsastroull. lrvusfice 
and inequality 111 busmen, Jobs, 
.<;ervlces. facihtles etc .. and a.<; It 

result mlivmg condit Io ns. Forced 
labour. Suppressinn IInd fear . 
T o rture and dealh. Suffe ring mId 
misery. The h SI 18 endleBS. Our 
people canno t even hve in baSIC 
modest human dig nilY and have 
become self appoi l1led Rln"cs o f 
the regime wc choSt: to run th iJ 
country fo r us. 

We h llve t o try and 
understand what IS the cause, who 
are ac tually responSIble and ho w 
w e got ourselves into Ih is tern h ie 
mess that we are ~ mking deeper 
into. But mo.t important. ho w are 
we goiug to get o ut of it . We must 
think dee ply about ho w we are 
gOIng to undo the damage Ihllt has 
been done. at the ,ame IInte protec t 
Bhutan and our people from the 
evils of ,uch a process and the 
negative aspects o f ItS final resu 1111. 
and how w c are gOlllg to m ake 
sure that such mistakes wJlI never 
be repeated. 

W e need to break thisll llence 
that h as e }lposed ou r Il1IlOCent 
people to the manipullltlon o f 
vested inlerests intent on keepms 
themignorantand suppressoo. \Ve 
need 10 eliminate th i8 ignorance 
nnd vanquish thefearthal has been 
instilled in them, We need 10 
remind each and every onc o rthem 
about th ei r roghts llnd 
responsibilities tU pall'io tic sons 
anddaughters of BhutlUl. We need 

to educllte thelll aboul the need fo r 
and the functions o fthe "WI vldu als 
they appointed Ilnd the var ious 
orgamsatlons of the (;oven,ment 
they set up to manage and run thIS 
country that they haveestabh shed 
with their sweat and blood. We 
need to teach them about how a 
country pl ans its progra nunes for 
development and ,mpl e ment s 
the m . H o w it m anages its finances, 
where Ihe money comes frolll. fo r 
whatlllld how It neecb to be spent . 
Wc need 10 te ll the m how evcry 
onc o f them have a right to make. 
and are responsible fo r. each and 
every decision that IS la.ken and 
how it IS bnked WIth and ho w it 
effect!' their lives. We u eed 10 
remind them t ha t t .... y Are the 
master s o r Dh ulan. their "WII 

country, a heri .... ge hanclt-d duwn 
10 the m by tbeir .. neelllnr$and i t 
as they ... ·hu w ill d .. dde h ow th",y 
wish to r UII it, e h ouM' t h e unes 
t hey wish should r un it ror them 
and d eter mi ne ,..h .. 1 each orlh" 
'T h ree E le lllen 15' sh a ll denole. 

They have to be completely 
a .... are of the relationship between 
thei r mdlvidual self. their lIoclety 

'" ' 0 
trul y understand theIr 
respons lbllnies. Only then Will 
they ha"e Ihe knowledge and 
slI'ength to ensure Ihat Bhutan's 
11l11111l8ed III such a manner that 
everyronc WIll be able to live III 

peace and prospen ty and ou r 
soeiely and coul1l ry ren\llln so 
strons that no vested imerest will 
ever <kean} o f eve ll auenlptmg to 
hanmng il agai n. 

Everybody ;n B hutWI does 
descrve to live in peaee, pro~pen t y. 
freedo m and humlln dlgl1lty. and 
tlllU everyone llIc1udes you. your 
chil<ken. your fanuly and the ll 
dCllcendants. Think deeply about 
the future of our cou ntry and liS 
peoplc. If we go o n doing what w e 
are domg w c Will no t o nly be 

fTflltOrs to our lla\lOIl and our people 
but also to oursel ves. 

1 e5pecially appeal to those 
members o f the anny. pohce and 
the secunty forces who have not 
yet come to realise the source o f 
thu grave problem th at h ll5 
enveloped us_ Contemplate before 
you raise your hand agamst another 
huma n bemg - - your fe llow 
counu-Yl11an . You are under oath 
10 fulfil the responSlblhty of 
protecting hun. o ur people and 
our country . B ut even then. if you 
cannot sympathise w ith them, III 
lens t have pity o n yourself and 
refram fro m deeds that WIll bnng 
you negallve karma, SlOp being 
lncompasslonale and merc ile$s for 
11. cause which is compLe le ly 
contrary to all thlll you s wore to 
protect and uphold and is probably 
against what you believe deep 
inside yo u . 

Afte r crere.'! (IO miMion,) of 

reblrths of accumulated ment and 
good karma we have had the 
fo rtune of bemg born 3.1i humwl 
bClngs In acountry where relIgion 
is held in the highest regard abo"e 
everythmg else, Now if we do not 
know our I~ jyundf! then a ll the 
merit. and this human birth thal 
we have earned will surely be 
wasted. 

I am sure you h .. ve already 
read the book le t tIlled The S ilent 
Suffering in Bhu .... n and o ther 
D r uk N a tional Congress 
publicalions. U you haven't. please 
do, it talks o f issues sun ound ing 
our lives and gives food for scn ous 
thought , Then decide what your 
responsibili ty and duty 15 and what 
we, liS educa ted Bh u t anese, 
everyo ne fro m Ihe Government 
orflcen to VIllage H eads. from 
the B usinesslnan 10 the S ludents, 
o we to o urcou ntry and our people. 

May the GuardIans of Ka 
NY;"8 and a ll o ther rel ig lo u9 
tradit io n s &I ,'e us st rength to 
choose the nght path. 

Ro ngthong Kunley DorJI 
Ch8JmulIl 
for the Dru k Nali ....... 1 C.mgress 

REFUGEE CAMP I.NFORMATlON 
Location Dis trict R efugees Studen ts 

TImai Jhllpa 8,336 2.969 

G oldbap Jhapa 7.978 3.032 

Beldangi I Jlmp" 15.127 5,059 

Beldangi 11 Jhapa 18.755 7. 138 

Beld3ngi U E~t JIUlpa 9.]18 3.327 

S:onischarc(Path ri ) Morling 17 ,083 5,862 

KhuuuIl3bari (N) Jhltp:J 7.151 3.902 
Khuuunabari(S) 1hal};1 ].79 1 

TOI.tl ~7,5YY 31,289 

C umulalive births: 5,620 
C umulalivc deaths: 2,705 

T h e above figures are as o r March 31, 1995-

hlran Pubbshed b y the Human Rights O r garuzahob of BhutanfllUIW8) P.O. BOlI 172, Lahtpur, Nepal. Te l. 526 775 / 5 250 46 (HQ Lamldara,C g, Bbulan 
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