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BHUTAN SUPPORT GROUP 
IN IRELAND APPEALS TO 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
T he BhuillII Support Group In Ire. 

land has heen n13kUlI: constant 

e fforts \0 hlghllghllheproblcmof 

Bhulanese refugee~ 111 Nepal Re

cently, through the Indian Em

bassy 10 Ireland. the group ap

pealed to IheGovcrnnuml o f Indl ll 

to asS ist mlhe process of finthng a 

illsllng soiuhon to the Dhulanese 

refugee problem Repro<luced be

low IS the fulllex\ of the appeal 

lV,.. ha .. efollQwed as dO)'eiy us 

we ca" Tece"t e l'e" ts ill l .... est 
n engal cQ,.,u:eteJ wi/" III e c yell: 
rally and peacefal df!mQl •. ~lrt' · 

tiQII orgtulisflJ by the 

B h ufulleSt! Coalitioll for D emo

c ratic R efornl5. W e lire (Ie

lighted w h eur thal all I"o~'e 

who were urre~·teJ ill llldiu a/UI 

d.t/uined ullder )'ccliOll I .U of 

the l!.dit411 Pe ,wl COlic }uu'e 

IIOW hetm released IItlcotlditiol'-

u lly, 

Si"ce tile sc(JinK lip of 0 

juint ",;nisl/:rial Cl"'"'' i.,~'j(", ;/1 

1993, it ,fllllm ... tlutt lle"'pitll regu_ 

fur rOlll.ds of m"eli"g~' h dd be

Iwet", reprel'clltolil'e)' from ,he 
Bhu,"tlesc urld Nepcliesc gov

erl/ments lip to April 1995, liltle 

progress Ims beell mmle loward.~ 

a r esolution of Ihe problem of 

100,000 people c1aimillg 10 be 

Yhulutl e.re r efugeeli, of WhOIll , 

88,000 are !il'ing ill UNH C R 

f u tIded ref 11 gee Ctllllpli ill Nepal. 

The refllgee commu"ily is ill

cretui"gly fnu'lrllled uttll e IlIc k 

of progress lowards" i " .~, sellle

n,e"I, 

TIll': Nllly "lid d em o" stra_ 

lioll orgtllli~'e,1 by tile B CD/H, 

alld the petlce rally orgall isel! 

by the AMCC (App eal Mo~e

menl COOrtlillUlillg Council), 

Iltl~e )'ollg'" 10 drtl w ti,e ulfe,,_ 

, iOIl , bOlh i" I"di" alld 
illlerrJU/io llpeacefllUy for Ihe 

righl 10 relllr" 10 tI.eir ow" 

cou"lry. 

I1 is our hope t/W( ,he 150 

people who .~el 0111 0 " Jalluary 

14 from J)mlU.k ill ... /JIllh f!(UI_ 

en, Nepa l t o " 'alk 10 Ih" 

Bhuwllese border olld thellce 

to Thimphll will be ullowed 10 

proceed ~'afely alld wit/IUIII ha

rU$smelll. 

Throllgh th e F::mba~'sy of 

h,dia ill Ird",,,I, we wou ld likll 

to appeal to the lruliall goverr. 

me"t 10 d o all ill ib" p o wer (0 

facilitate t11f~ s tlfe repatriolloll 

of nholulIl!l'e refugee)' to their 

coulllry in the conll!X I of lus t

illg solutioll of 11. e prt)blem 
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APPEAL MOVEMENT 
ARRESTED MARCHERS RELEASED, MARCH TO CONTINUE 

The firsl balch of 150 BhutMeslO 

refugees arresu:d on J anuaTy 17 In 

Wesl Bengal,lnd.a, wh,le on Iheir 

way 10 Bhulan from Nepal were 

released afler Sub DIviSIonal 

JudIcial Maguuale III S.hgur;, 

Bllllulcndu B.swa~, dec lared Ihelr 

delenlion Illegal and o rde red Ihelr 

uncond,uonal release . Thc second 

balch of 273 marchers arresled at 

Ihe Mechl bndge on Ihe Indo

Nep"Jese border on February 14 

for vJOlahng Sec!!oU 144 of 11Ie 

IndIan CTlmllllll P enal Code 

(ban on assembly of llIorc Ih:m 

Ihree persons) ;mpo.ored by lhe 

Stale adn"",strahon was sllll!larl y 

released The Ihlrd group of 343 

marchers Ihal courled alTesl at Ihe 

M cch. bndge IS cUlTen II y delulIlcu 

1[1 Behrull1pur JaiL near Calcultil. 

Orgam.ted by 11Ie AplX-"al 

M ovellletll Coordlnallon CounCI l 

(AMCC), the progr<lIume began 

on $epu:mber 7 lasl year w, lh Lhe 

despatch of an appeal 10 I lis M aJ

eSly KllIg Jlgm e Slngyc 

W angchuc k pell110nlng for 

IN THE "VOLUNTARY" SERVICE OF TilE REGIME 

Dl.ol/gdag ( Dlslncl AUIIlIIl1Slra

lor): "Why have you people galh

ered here'!" 

Village "volunleer"; "W e 

were mfomled lhllt Dlu//O (re

spectful ulle) had Issued stnCI or

ders for us to come. \Ve WCIe 

warned noL 10 be absent" 

"No, no. You are volunleers. 

YOll bave COI1l" w.ll111gly." 

"Yes, Dasho, we ,Ire volun-

leers We have eOllle wdhngly 

because you have o rdered us 10 do 

~" 

"Why are you carrymg sucks 

and klwkries'!" 

" Because we were told Ihal 

])lIsho has o rdered every volun

leer 10 come Wlln a slIck and a 

kmfe." 

All 1996 approached and govern

menl- ltlspired rumours of all lI1\'a

.'lIon by refugees begall noaung III 

IheKingdum,lhereSlmem Bhulan 

once agam managed to make a 

mockery of palrJOllsm. Yel IIgam, 

Ihe Royal Oovernn'!enl drew upon 

Ihe people's apparclllly hnulless 

reserve for willingly and 

uneomplalnlngly cOlllmg forward 

I'll Ihe beck and call of Ihe aUlhon, 

11 <':.'1. 

If o ffi CIal repeulS are 10 be 

believed. BhUlanese have a" abld

lIlg paSSIOn (or vo]unteenng, 

whelher II;S 10 renounce Ihelr elll

z.enshlp and ellllgrall:, 10 work 

W1IhOUI or fo r nunimu m wages for 

Ihe government while Ihelr OWn 

fieldJi: he fallow . 10 JOJll Ihe nuhlla 

or, III II1Is lasl JIlsllmce. 10 palrol 

the nClghbourhood 

No doubt, III ume to come, 

unldenufied "overz.eulous offi

CIals" WIll shoulder Ihe blame. BUI 

III Ihe meanwlule, Hred ami sleepy 

fanners, c lv,l servants, and busI

neSli people forced. nay "volun

lecntlg" , 10 lllQve Ilr"<lund a llnlessl y 

III g roups every mglll hardly find 

Ihe sltuallon amusllIg. T here I ~ no 

slufl syslem anu every mdlvlduul 

musl reporl each evemng for duty 

Ihat eluends Ihrough Ihe mght. 

"Volunteers" are subJecllo unan

nounced roll-calls and penalIZed 

for belJ~g nbs~nL If Ihe)' arc gov

ernmenl offICials, volumecrs mU~1 

suI! reporl fo r work Ihe nellt day. 

11 IS 001 surpnsmg, thcrefore _ 

cspecudly III View of the facl Ihal 

Ihere IH " gener ... 1 Gon!ren' us alllong 

Ihe public Ihllllhe whole elterclSC 

IS polnlless - Ihut "vnhmlcers" ~ee 

the SlluaUOIl ehangmg from Ihe 

cOllllc ... IIO oppressIve. 

Back 111 Ihe "llIages, people 

cowenng under one DasliQ or a/l

olher lire also begll1111ng to won

der whelher there .>.re uherior mo

liVes for Ihe dlsconllnuallon of 

goongdu "'0010 (compulsory 

labour conlnuullOII of 15 mall 

da)'s per year per house) III De

cember laSI year. Forced labour 

requlremenls may have eased. blu 

Ihe denwnds On Ihe.r "volumary" 

services have risen many-fold. The 

day and lllghl patrols are laklllg 

Ihe,r physlcllllollon "vvlunleen!", 

olle from every household; bUI, 

more s lglllflcautly, Ihe local 

ecnnomy.s beongscverely effecled 

lIS "volunteers" arc involullllIClly 

L"OnlpelJed 10 overlook Ihelr own 

chores and busIIlesses to SerVe Ihe 

regune's IIllerests . 

()nly a few years slllce Ihe 

compulsory dress Gode was en, 

forced, Ihe nallonal dress has been 

desccraled ,mu lurned Illle) a Joke 

by mWly who now c.>.rry a handy 

pIece of CIOlh, represeming Ihe 

bQlIOIll half of Ihe gho, to be casu

ally wn.pped around whe never a 

d ress check IS on. In now forCibly 

enllsullg "volunteers" for whltl 1£ 

undelllnbly u rneallll1gless o pera

lion , bUI nunclheless arduous alld 

palllful for Ihe "volumeecs"l hem_ 

selves, Ihe Royal Govcrumem IS 

dc tneanlllg nallona.lJsm ami pit · 

ITlOI.sm IIself \Vhen WI ll Ihe re

j;!l rlIe realll.C lhulloyalty IS eamed, 

nOI enforced. 

reconclliauon and repatriallon of 

Bhmll"c.;erefugecs. In Iheabscnce 

of a response, 150 refugees began 

a march 011 foot from Damak III 

eaSlern Nepll] 10 the Bhutanese 

capilal Thullphu on January 14 

T he 150 marchers reached 

Ihe Indo-Nepale~e border 011 J aJ I u

ary 17, T hcywere plckedupby Ihe 

Indlall aUlhonlles for violaung Sce 

144 IPC, III force Ihroughoul moSI 

of nonh Bengal slIlce January 1-

The second balch o f 300 refugees 

whll.:h SInged I' Ihree-weck-lolIg 

'SU-IIl' al the M echl brldge prolesl

IIlg Ihedelenuon o flhe 150 march

ers defied Ihe ban and 173 courh.:d 

arreSI 011 February 14. They were 

followed by ano~her 343 refugees 

at Ihe end o f 11'11' month. 

Accordmg 10 Ihe o rgamzers 

of Ihe progranum:, Ihe .. ppeal 

nurch 10 TlllIllphu WIll go ahead 

as plMned, and Will conlmue once 

Ihe released refugees, 74 of whom 

Slaged a hunger slnke while In 

prison, recup.:rale and regam theIr 

sl rcnglh. 

BASU WRITES TO PRIME MINISTER RAO 

In Ihe wake of a nUIT)' of aCllvlly hy Bhulane"" dlssldenls On \Vesl , 
Bengal SOIl sUlce Ihe begmmng of tillS year (cycle rally, mass meetings. 

and appeal march) J you Basu, COIllIllUIllSL Parly of India (Marllists) 

Chief Mllllsler of Ihe Slale o f We,~t Bengal, wrole 10 In(h:m Pnme 

Minisler I' .V.NaraslInha Rao on Ihe IssUe of Bhulllllese refugees rc, 

ccmly, The followmg is Ih" full le}!! of Ihe leuer wriUen by Ihe ve teran 

CPI(M) leader. 

COIc.III/Il, 

)(UIlIIlI)'30, 1996 
Shri P. V.NarlJ.\"imha Rao, 
Prime flJillisler o/I .. dia. 
Ne", Dt:lhi. 

Dear "rime Minis/er, 

YOll I" 'e flwureo/tlieproblems bemgfaced ill IIll!rlo nhel"ll districts 

of lVest Bellgal as 0 cOIlSeqlll!llCe o/flie disp/ocemelli of perS(JII5 of 

Nepali o";g;" Ii"il/g i" Blwl<I" . Apart from 11 'II'mber of ref"gee CWIII'S 

establi..hed ilt Nepal by the d.splllced !Jer.<o/lsfrom 81wl(lII. lVest 8""8(11 

o/so /ias (. sizeable puplllatio" of ~- "c" I'erso"s /II'lIIg ;" Ihe d.n/K':}" el/ 
}alpais .. r; amI Durjeelillg. YOII wmlld appreciate 111111/ •• a lesul/ ,,/rhi. 
farge Illlgnwl l'0p"la,ion social tellsio"s III Ihe~e two llis,ricfS have 
inc,eased .r/llllpl" seriously affeuillg Ihe la,," olld o,-dl!'- S,llIIlIio/l 
Simultlllleo.l.<iy, as allempls art' bemS lIIade by persolls fl"om thell' 

refllgeeCUl/lllS ill Nqu.J 10/llOl-e 'o ... ",Js Ihe 8hwull />order"ia Ih ese """ 
disrriclS Ihe sltmH;"" has fr lrther deleriorrrtl!ll. 

I hud flie occasion 10sPeak 10 Shri Prm,ab Mukh t:IJI!f!, ,itl! El/en",} 

Affairs flli"isler ill Ihis resurd. Since \Vesl Oengul is slmdl<",.j'ed 
be, ... een Nepal oml B/wuU/ ami ",ould hal'e 'o/r,ce rhe COlU-e'l"f!IIct's oJ 

an}' a8./fltim. d're"/)', the GOI'erl/me", o} Illdi(l sJio"ld lake Ill' "11/1 the 
GOl'enullenlS of Ihe .• e ''''0 cmmlries so Ihal Ihe problems of persons ,,/ 
Nepafi origi" clisplacl!d from Bhlllun lire sel/fed bilUleral/v I wOll{d 
re'l"e~-1 Ihat Ihe GOl'e rnme,,, t)/llldia inrer\'(~,.es ill Ihe mlllltn '" genlf,' 
be/on' thl! Si/w.rion goes Olll 0/ hand. 

With leg/lf,b', 
Yow:f rill<':ere/},. 

J)'ot, Dlu'u 

- - For western Bhutanese only--
DUring Ihe Ihlrd week of l",nuary, 11 meelmg of selllor governmenl 

offiCials wa.~called ill Ihe Bilnquel I lall m Tlmnphu. It was In he ,mended 

by IlUlllst.,rs and secrdutles 10 Ihe ROyll1 Govemmelll . When I lis Ro),,,1 

I hghness NIIlIlgyel Wallgch"ck. RcpreSenlal1ve of I lis MtlJesly l!1 (he 

Mlll/suy o f Socllll Serv.ces, alTlved Itl Ihe I'enuc. he ("unt! some kC"y 

officials nusSlIIg 

I lis Royal I h ghlles£ enqulreu abom, among olhers. t 'hlef JU'IIGe 

SonamTobgye, AgnGul!ureSecrelary D r Kunzang D,'rJI :Ilul Ihe RlJy,,1 

C.vd SerVice CUlllmlsslOn (R CSC') Secrelary 'Ilunley Gyullllshn The 

orgalll:r.ers lllformed Ium Ihal Ihe meelll1g wa;; only fllr '~ lfl e Hlh fr.~11I 

jNeSlern Bhutan 'md Ihal cll;;lern ,IS well as snmhern Olllu,,,,csc "ff".; ,,,I, 

had nOI heelllllvlled Whereupon (IRII Namgyel \V ... ngchud; report 

edly walked OUI of Ihe meelmg hall renllndmg Ihel1l Ihal he wa_~ ,,1';'1 

ongmully froln easlern Bhulan 

Though Ihe C"'!lCI reaS(l1l for orgalllzlng such a ga therIng c.>lII.1 n.'1 

he conf!TJlled, obscn 'ers mllle clIJlllal bellev", Ihe nlCClll1g W"S o;:.tllcd '" 

liraw up a s lrRlq:y 10 deal wuh the /JICTCasmg levd "f <.h ~", • .I"ncc 11111,.. 

cas!. 
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VENGEANCE! 
On May 281MI year, posters CnllCI7.mg the Royal Govenlf1lent Bud 

dcnmndmg reforms ~ntl fU1\danlenta l freedoms 111 thc COUIlIry aP'" 

peared s l1l\ultnncol1sly in all parts of the K mgdOln. Carried ou t by the 

Druk Nlllional Congress (ONC), the program me, by ~ucce..sfu lly 

covermg all twellty dIStricts, sen'ed nouce 10 the lluthontic~ tlm t 

publtc resenlmellt :lLld Iheeal l for politlcl!.l chnn gecould no t be tllken 

hghlly. 
The nb:<;encc of arrests by the admlmstrnUon in the IInmedlate 

nftermalh of tillS dissident move surpnsed mBny. but the calculated 
reslTa",1 WnJII nOI I<.>$t on Ihose fnrmhar WIth T himphu's ways. 

\Vilh the adml11lstraUol1 already under close scrutiny fo r h u.
m an rlght~ Vlo1utlons, gone arc the dllY8 when the regime cou ld 

~ ' ll1ply make people dlsllppear by throwmt; them Il1tO dungeollS and 

f(>r~eUlllg abnut them. nr lying up d l8sidentJ; in leather bagR and 
dumping them If! the nver. The admim5tration seemingly chose LO 

'lgn(>re' the event and refn'llned from Il wltc h-hulltlllld heavy-handed 

rcpn~"ls . W a .• thiS challcnge the" forgotten? H ardly. 
The regune htL~ dearly leMnlto adapt ItS wnys 10 ~lllt ehllrlg illg 

circumstance~. The Clllef of I>ohce, (, 'olond -randin Dortl. brother
ill - Illw o (th" Ch:urman nf DNC, IS cu rre ntly In prison serving (I three

year ~entellce 11l1l11e <'\illlcly following the posler campat~n hy DNC. 

DorJi was placed under house arreSI and CQurt-martiallt."<:llIl August 
by a nulolary Inbunnl o n trumped-up chaq:c$ relatlllg 10 the e.cape 

o f two pTl~oners from <..nemg:mg prison near 1 himphl1 and. for good 
measure. IIl1eged 1II1~U1lC of government funds 

nle ineareeTlUIOII (>f Ihe f~1Tmer Police Cluef i.~ denr ev.dellce 

thut the reg. me will nei ther fo rgive nor fo. gel. And. it is elenr lit leas t 
for as long Ill!! power contmues 10 remain ill the slime hands - thal 

an)"one who dare$ defy the system WIll be hounded, albeit WIth a 

s hade of d,serellon. 'Ille cunning manlier in whIch the "dll1l1ll5lrllllve 

and legal framework was used to frame Dorji. (llld putll.'<hment 

mnleled upon hUll fo r bemg relllted 10 " d,oldent leader, 11 must be 

ndnulled. i~ most impressive. ObViously, It'S no longer R ease of "Off 

w.th hiS headl" - in the nHlllerof e;.;acling revenge there is a grell t deal 

more subtlety and finesse. 
The case o f the former Police Chief wIll 1101 have e.;caped Ihe 

altelllion of n>o,t Dhutanese. Less known. but no less hearl - rendlllg 

IS thefateofTMhl Norbu. a scrap dealer "ll'huntshohng. If Colonel 

l)orJi had the misfortune to fall afnul of the regIme Simply on account 

o f Ins kinship With a dissident. Ta~hl Norhu's only c Tlme Wll!l thal 

dlss,dentl iterature was allegedly found on his premises. Norbu WIIS 
f'.cked up for (lue.~tj(>nIllS a week nfter the May 28 poster ellmplusn. 
\Vhen he WIlS unconditionally released, Norl,u thought hi~ Iroublcs 
were over but his problems apparently had onl~' begun. 

Origll1ally from T ashigang III easlern Bhut8ll. Norbu has been 

doing buslIleu in J>hunt!"hol ingsmce 1978. dealing in sernp items. I.n 
1980. the then dlOtlSd(1g of Samchi (hstTlct. Chhewang Pe,UNe, 

verbal ly au thorized the use of a p lot ofhllld by Norbu as a scrllp yard 

This was subselluentl y regu larized and the 1'101 temporarIly all"ttcd 

to N(>rbu on Jruluary 15, 1982. Since then, through the year~ Nor1">u 

repealedly soughl to have thi~ land pcmmnently regl~tercJ III hIS 

name, writml', to the authorities 11\ 1985 . 1989. 1992 and 199'1 There 

was no response. Meanwhile he inve~ted huge sums tow:uds fiver 

protection. land ree\amation, land dc .. eiopmenl and construction . 
On November 11. 1995. '1'1'5111 Norbu rece ived "11 eVIC1l01l 

nouee f ro m the C ,ty Corporation. Ph\II1t.~holillg. citing order No. 291 
U PU/CCJ95/288 ~I ated Novenlber 6. 1~~5. of the Secret:u-y Puhlte 
Works Divi.~IOII. T hllnphu. In l es~ than a week. 0 11 Novemher 17. 

elllng no n-compliance by Norbu of theelU"lier dlrect.ve, Ihe eV1CI.on 

order was repeated and len days not.ee ls~ued . Norbu's r('que~t for 

conSideration Wll~ met wllh n relterallo n (>f Ihe VaCallOI1 (>rder (lI1 

December 4. 1995. 
Meanwhile, Norbu was also bemg nLtneked (>n a s('cnnd front. 

[n 1986, Norbl1 took iliaI'll of Nu 400.000.00 (Loan ale 804f» frum 
the Roya l Insurance COq>OralJon of Bhutlln (RIC Il ). In M ay 1993.111 

a busmess deaJ sdjUslmenl approved by Ihe RICO , th.slo:llI all1(lunt 

was apparently Iransferred to one Gnlay Dor, •. Aeconhngly. M per 
lelle~ No.RIC D/CIPI931R/58 1 d"ted May 3, 19<)3, the lnan account 

o f Tashi Norbu was do"",d after Ihe b"l"n ... "e <If Nu 5 1 SA95 16 was 
paid through the ITBlIsfer ofthls amount from ale 30390fGalay Dor;i. 

Duilll October 1995. RIClll1lysterlClu~ly laid aclrnl1l {(>r Nu 
456.544.68 o n this dosed account . T he Corporati(>1l i .~sued !l ~('Il'ure 

notice on 21.1 0 .95 "nd look over NOIt>u'~ s tocks on the ,3J,W d"y. On 
23.10.95 hiS "::.h,de. a Toyola I hlux pIck-up, waS also eonfi~cated. 
Norhu prole$ted these aclions remmdlllg Ihem that hi ~ loan account 

w ,th RICD was d osed ~mce 199J. lie CIted their own Cl"rc~pon 

dence to prove IllS P(lllll. T o no aVUll 
11u, Blw/(JII R.-.. ;ell' has obtaUled rul <'Inglllal compulel hnrd

copy prmlOut of RICD 's complele Inull acc(>ullt records. 1I1dudlllj: all 

act. \,e accounts and a It s t of old t>at.I dcbls. fl" Chukhll Ol"~l1gkhag. 

The prinloul ha$ 1\ run date of Seplem\'Cf 27. 199:'1 hltere~tlllg l y. 

there IS neIther R loan account for allY Ta~11I Norbu nor a rlorl,,,1 of 

OULKtanding dues agl\ln~t th'$ name l 

The final na,l III Ihe enffilr on Decemhcr 12. 19<):'1. throu~h 

order No. MTIID- I IIIJ512423 of the M I"'~try l,f'l Ta{le lUld Industry. 

nllegedly finding him "gui lty of prolllhlt<,d bu~iness prllc llcc", thc 

I~oyal G ovenunem cancelled a ll thn't." I'u s m('s~ licence,' I ~~ued In 

T a51u Norhu 
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CHILDREN IN CONFLICT I 
III 1996, UN ICEF marks ill;: 50th 

ru1l1lvenary. The o rganization was 
founded III 1946 in the wtermathof 

\V(>rld War 11. as Ihe Ulllted Nn

tinns Internati(>nal Chi ldren'. 

Emergency Fund . Tln,e~ have 

e h unged - and they luwe not 

changed. In 1996. the world'S dui 
<lren Ilgaill face thecarnageofwar 

MIllions h ve w .th shatlered 'nno

cence, dllily terror and $lIned 

h<,'pe'" Chddrell Ihrown 11110 mass 
graves. Children wandering wllh

OU I Ihelr Imn,uls or wasting nWII)' 
in refugee ca",ps. C hIldren brut"l

ized IIItO hemg kil lers thenlSt' I "cs ... 

If chIldren are lo"ed and val
ued. why are they slill being used 

as cannon-fodder? A wcary re
sponse rmght lay Ihe blame on 1lI 

nate hUlIlan c ruelty [Uld duplicity. 

A eylllC would also argue tl\<l t ill
ceUal1l ,c1evislt) l1 cO"erage ha ... 

done litlle 1I1(1re thatl slu n ou r ~en

sib.lilleS, and that all conVel\llOlI ~ 

and declarallons w ill mevilahly 

crumple before the barrel o f a gUll 

UNICEF lakes a drfferellt 

view. It hcloeves that this gap he

tween rhe l(">r;e nnd renloty repre

sents a hl~t(>nc c hallenge. In re 

sPOll~e I<~ ~n lllUch deslTuellOn l!.nd 

palll, there ha"e al~o been ullpree

ed('lllcJ cfforL~ al pe"een\...kntgaml 

caring for vlelln\.~. The urgency 

110W I ~ 10 "astly cnhance the.1l1eUllS 

bllt h 10 prev<'111 f Utll re enurl iels Ilnd 

to beuer ~l!PIX"ln '·je\I1Il5. 
UNICEF argues that cOllcern 

f(>r cluldren is onc oflho5C llIeall~ 

\Ve bcheye Ihal love and respecl 

for ehildrcIl arc key to humanit:\r-

today's IntraclnbledisputC$, for nIl 

tile ethmc or rehglOus character 

they acqu Ire, are Dt hellrt struggle~ 

fot reS(1urceS and for sUr\'lval 

Today's problellL~ " f poverty ruld 
vio lence willncver subside ullle~s 

we 1I1vesl ill Ihe physic al. melltal 

and elllOl1onal development o f Ihe 

ne;.;t gencralto" . 
ConeeTll fo rctl\ldren is all<O 

a way o f address ing today 's "io
lenee. \VIU" arc not g011lg to dl~IIP

pcar o ,·ermght. hut WeCRn at least 
mi tigale Ihelr effect~ and enqure 

thatlheydo nOII'U"gelch.ldren nnd 

women. T o that end. this report 
sels ou t UNICEF'~ Anll- \ Var 

Agenda - a ~enes of slep~ lhal Wc 
belicve are bOlh reah.c ttc aod ef

fective and .hnl would dramu.i 

call)' improvc the wdl-being o f 
childre n in ~i tulllions of c(>nnret . 

VItal mensurClt here Include re-

111Ovin~ C"iuld ~old.ers from Ihc 

battlefields. and banmng the manu
factu re Qf wea llOn~ 5uch as a"lI_ 

personnel I:md-mmes Ihat lar8el 

Civilians. Detter informatiun Cltll 

also p lay a pa rt · We cun publicly 
recogni?e and ~yste11l atical ly 

document genOCide Ilnd inslam.'es 

o f torture and rape to waru pot"n
hal perpetrston that Ihe world IS 

wstchll1g - th"l there WIll be no 

.mpunity 

Beyolld defelldll1~ children, 

we ~hould al~o use child p role<.: 

\Ion as 11 lIlel\ll~ t(> openll1~ up a 
d.JaI(>gue . 'I he Idea of children as 

·7..onesof peace' ha.~ al ready proved 

its worlh ,nth !(,"IIl"orary cease
firc.e 10 allow cll1 ldrcnlll war £onc~ 

lanlllld jXllitienl progress. Mnl1yof to he VaCcinllted. o r to llllow food 

~uJll' ll es 10 pass through el1emy 

hnes . 

AI the same Illlle. wc need to 

:tddres~ rchab,lllall C' 1l Many chil

dren have illlnlCdwte needs for 

fO<.1d Or shelter 'I hcy al~n require 

p~ )'chosocia1 suppnrt - to help them 

to r<,en\'er frnmenlOtlonal wounds. 
Conullullllles. to<) , reqUIre ~OClal 

rehahlitlauolI. In mallY of toda)"~ 
ehrolllc dlspules VIOlence doe.~ not 

eellse. It mereiy subs.des - ~us

talned panJy by the per~lstence of 

weupoll~ and the pervasive milt
Iflr)' etho~. Avoidlll~ fUlure eOIl

n,cts Will requITe nO! Jus t carlllg 
for the younges t v le t1ll\5 o f war. 

I'ul al$O educating Ihem f('rpeaee 

1be Antl - \Var Agenda resl~ 

Oil lhe p roPOSllIOn thot much of 
the tragedy befallinjl. ehll(iren IS 

preventable. The eVIl deeds thm 

Ihis report docull\en!$ nr e. after 

all. driven by human behaYlOur 

ChIldren are suffenng a~ a d.reet 
IIlId InullCc:h ale enn~equel1ce of the 
deCI~t(>I1S of adults. If eonnlct 

~eell\". al IlIlle, to he tnev"able. 
there IS nOlh.ng .n(l\'llable about 

ehlld.l·en beMillg Ih" brunt o f Its 

cOII~cquellees. llrutnht y. VIolence. 

rape and I(>fture all would stop 
tOll>OlTOW if Ihe wtll to st(>p them 

eSl5 ted. o r If the rest ofu~ deVised 

Illelll1S to compel them 10 be 

stopped. 

InsndOJng.thc world would 

be Itv lilt;. up to the fund" mental 

purpose of Ihe Untted N"tlons 
Charter: .... 10 sa"e $ueeeeding 

gencrat ,ons frolll the ~cuurge of 

WM 

How Sri Lanka Educates Children for Peace 
Sri 1"":l1lk" has s uffered frolll 1\ 

c iv il W:U' for the ['<"lSI 11 years. 

111is is a struggle that has per
m ell te d the life o f Ihe whole 

cnuntry, inc1uJiTlg the c<luc a 

tiOl l systc m : lllnst sch nols a l'C 

now scgregated alQng langungc 

lines. except fo r a few in IIrhan 

ilrea s. 

To hclpchildrenlcnrn 11(>11-

violen t W ll )"S vf resolv ing dis

l ' lIt c.~, the <..io\'crnm'-l1 l, with 

UN ICEFs he ll' . launc h e d a 

I'rogrnmmecaJ led ·Educ."l lioll f •• r 

Connie t Resolutio n·(EC R). lui

tinlly, a cure. g ro up o f resource 

pcrson s were tra ined at the Nn

tio nal Ins litute of Educalio n ill 

Sl'llIe nf the diffe re nt (orllls of 

connic t resolutio n being uscd in 

oth('r eOUlllfies. They !>uhse

quelltly ndapted these and de

veloped thei r own m ethods "1'

prnpdate to Sri Lanka - I'rnduc. 

in g 10 d iffere nt lr:l in ing 1IIanu

als niln e ll at princ ipal s. teacher 

tmine!"s, teac he rs and pupils. 

A ltho u!!h som e (>fihe tech 

niquc," were inno,·a ti.,.:', many 

l' ( lhe. ideas o f connict res"lu

tion stru ck l'!im iln r c hords in S ri 

Lal1kal1 c ultllrc . For CJ{mnplc. 

the metlH.xls I, f cnnni5t l"e,,(> lu 

tiOIl I'I"{'Sl·"t flp.!! rei"~iul1 ,lI,d r:l·~· 

s i"ity n.~ tWQ extremes :md SU~ 

p.c!>lth;lt a hetter. 111 iddk, way j~ 

:lsscrli vcllc!>$. Du(\dhi!>lII . "I1~" ,f 

til l:' nt:lJ lOr rc li/! io n!' il' S ri Imlku. 

i~ vcry m uch in sy mpathy wi th 

Olis: il . t ... ". c llll'has il'es lh l:' illl 

porta" ... (' " f takin!! Ihe ,1IId,lk 

pnth . And S ri Lnllkal1 "illage 

lifc ha!> undititll1aJ ly operaled 

o n cooperative principles. so 

when lhe traincrs suggest cQOp

erative behav io ur. il is m o re a 

quest ion o f he lping peopl e re in 

force o ld s ki l ls, rathertlllUllCadl

in g lhe m IICW o ncs. ' Il le Bud 

dllis t :lIlJ H indu e mphas is Qn 

harmo ny w ith Ihe natural e nvi

ronme nt is also in lunc with Ihis 

approac h . 

Simi larly. Hindu ism :Ill" 

B uddhism make eJl lcns ive use 

of meditation . Eel{ has ineor

por:lIed llIedit."ltj')II . tho ug h 110 1 

for relig ious purposes: its aim. 

rather. is t(, CIIII11 ;Uld concen

Ir.ltc til e mind 11' c reil te a SCll~e 

o f innel" p"-acc. A typical lesson 

fo r primat)' schOQlch ildrcn . fQr 

eltample. would..,tart withmcd i

lIlt ion. "nd then c.wer is!!'ues such 

as decis ion-making and connict 

resolutiu n . R(llc-playir.g is an 

impo rtant part o f lhi l'l apprm .c h . 

ami ehil l lre l1 arc e n couraged 10 

eJ{preS$ e m otions through s lO

ries. SOIl!!S :md poc: l!y. 

' Ille focal I"ooi nl for trn.in

in g teach ers ill Ih"sc principles 

is the Nilwala College o f Ed uca

tiul1 . HcrC'. s tude nt tea ch e rs I" arn 

I" integrate Idea s !Uld llleth r)f..ll' 

of COl1 nlCI t~ sll lutio" ill toal l I'uh

jecl arell~ . I', 'r e;.;a mpJc. a sIX-ial 

Sl udies Jcl'~"1I lIIi!!ht f ... (; " .'< <'11 

hnw differ.:r" ~n"' JI~ ne~'d 10 

work t ~,!!.,t ll<'r 1.11 :1 ~, ,,n"lI11tit ) 

tl'1"III1,t ' OI1 \Vil h lll that Il' S~' ''I . 

... l uden t ~ ""uld be <"," •• urOlfxd 

to lIe t o ut a traditional story witJ l 

:1 tJ1t!lIle of peace :" lll c\)()pcra

lion . III one such s tory. studcnL~ 

prete llll to be bud,<; that hn"e 

bec l1 eaplure ll hy a boy with a 

IICt. \Vhen the boy ~ocs h" ,,1(' 10 

find ;\ ~ack: in w hic h 10 p ut the 

bi rds. the)' tw ille r with alarm "I 

Ihe prospect of hcing e ate n and 

wondcr whlll to do. The n o nc 

hird s uggests lhllt mny be they 

could fly awny ifthcyall worked 

together. T he c hildren thcn nap 

the ir arms like birds in flight and 

lift the ne l ah.we th"ir h cads 

unl ll cveryone is frec. Te~,ehers 

le aIn to d i!>cuss Ihe Ilw",,,,age o f 

s tori".., w illl the ir s luden ts "lid 

help the m dnow para llels he

twccnlllem and lhcirown li ves. 

I" 1992 -9 4. Ih e r;CR 

pruJect trained 3.501) princ ll)""ll s . 

500 mll!" terler.cher<;. '.(100 teach 

crs aud 7.5110 Sludent lead e r!". 

w lIV in tUr1l have r('aeh~'d 1'1'

pr~,."imatc\y 420.000 uf SII 

L .... nka·s -1 5 llIilliull i"e!I(",kh il

dre ll . 

EC R i ~ lInt Jimllcd tn par

ticular kss"ns <>11 ·e. IIln Id reso

lutio ,, ': rl"llll':l. 11 ie integr.lted 

into tlw e nti re curri ... ultJl1l . Nnr 

wi ll EC I{ he cnn fined IO~<..ho"ls. 

In I'IY5, FeR bC(;llII a Il1Cllj" 

<:aml",ig n '0 e"' tcud these Ideas 

h' parcrll!> ;1IId t<> tllC ~-n1ll 11lIlnit ~ 

,,~ a whoit'. 

The ~ t.lh· llf tht' \V"rld '~ 

C hild rt''' 1')'If>, UNICEF 
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'--______ ----'-~..:..;Hc:::£:....:L"'_A..:..:R_=_S::..;£:::.;N'_'__'_'IM=B..:..;R;...;:O:....:G::..:L"'_/..::.O _______ _____'1 (( "IN QUOTES ")' 
I he rc m:lTl;.al'ly hncf ,',sll "fcur
rcm I !Nlll'R I ' ,,:ocull"e {~ol1L1ml
I,·C l'llllrn\.:U1 J:.I.: ~'I' 1 '~lx'r Lar<;cn 
I" Nepal III J",,,mIY ..:au.~cd ""'n
, 1,'111:,1"'11 111 K.uhll1<Lmlu·s (hpl,,-
111<11,,- <:I,d.· _ i\ ,"ha~."d"l 1."'-.<:11'. 
11,,' 1'("'-"\.:'I1C111 RCl'rc.~Cl1lmln· of 
l)cl1l\1;,rlo. In Ihe I ltu lcd N;'lhm~ 

"ftl<"C In G'· I1<":" Icpnrtcclly left 
I ;"ne"" w,lh Ihe c'l'rc~~ rurpo~c: 
,' I .'I"cr""'~. [,,-< I hand . • he <.tua
'I<HI <>1 IlhuIIlIIC'''' rcfugee< III 

Ncp,,1 Ullfolllllllllc-ly. Ia.~' mill "le 
"h""CI'S '" .Iuw.-a.-y. foul wc",hco·. 
111 he:l1l1, and :occhllll.cd Il hulallc.e 
h"~I'I!"hly tngL'lher ellmc m thc 
WlL)' "f Lv.en·s '1;lled pnl11HJ")' 
"''')C''I,n" BhuuII1c'e .cfu gees If' 
~·." Il·rn Ncp:'!. O~lclll"hly Ius lll1l1n 
C".,,·l'rn and tCI'<;, .. le<ll )' Ihe rellson 
h'r I". lLl"r of tlus pal'l "f Ihe 
w",rl<.l. suddenly ",,>ved ",,'rid.' 
a" ay I_ar<e ll e;<prc .•• ed hiS HI· 

,.["lIly 10 make Ihe 1nl' tn Jh"l'a 
~k~" Ih,m nn I",ur 11)' 1111"\ 'md. 
pr,,~~ed fo r 1",,(:. the hurned 
I· ,c ~'m ("11a'tlll:1II 011 I Y d~" £Iled \ (> 

mee' ".-fic.nls 111 Kal l" ... r ... du be
f,."e ,ushm~ t,) kcePOpp(" lIllmemS 
In Ind,,,. l !"dct~ta"d"I.ly evcry
""" w,,~ taken nltaek hy Ihe IIhrupl-
1l"'~. ::U!<I mlhc dny~ Ihnl follnwed. 
I nr~"ll's ~lrllllSI!' hehov ir>ur rc 
malLlcd Ihe talk nf Ihe t"I.\'II 

rhe ~('>rd"..L Lar'<Cn :offrul was 
Clwelcd HI n." Kalle""md" Pos'. a 
nllltOnal da,ly nil I :cL-rulI'y I. Ull
der Ihe tLlle UN """ 'e cl hy 'h ... 
I'l ij.!ht " f Hhul.u."se r ... fugct.,. . It 
1< eVldell1 flom Ihe ~Ir>t)' Ihal an· 
n"yed Kathmalldu dlpl('>mllt~ ami 
~,"'ernmell l 01 f,ctll]s unspanngl}' 
rHw.dcd the e('>ne~pond('nl with 
i"~ . g.hl and tn~.de Illf,'rmalion. 

Nul surpnsJ11gl}'. the fronl 
page s t('>ry drcw Lar~en'~ aUer,· 

uon I k e hose l('Ie:'le,d.c hI< tight 
of reply And hl~ t"tlll"'I(I/I('" was 
dui)" "arTled hy the r"S( "" Fc1'ru· 
ary (} 

\Ve reproduce en full I1I11h 
Ihe :lTlldc and Lar~.·n' . rell'",.!er. 
as II",y npp.·"!'C''' III Ill<' Pn.., 

Wh,le "n<.'C:ln ,n,'SI ,'c.';u"ly 
~vJllP"I I,,?e with a cerllri R]' ly ,11 
," ])I"nml ~'" "~ .. gntnC'tlI. I...:.r.e,,·. 
repl)' doe~ nOlhlng 10 dellr Ih<.':ut 
Ic!!ardmg Ihe ",ost C',,, ,,enllo,,. 

'~~UC' why "ould he ",>I "'~II tht" 
refugee" Ihe ,,"1), re:l_~r> n I", made 
Ihe l{'IIt' amI nrduou. ITlp III the 
flrsl "' ~tance. Thank~ t,~ Ihe ~pc"d 
Illld C{,,,"eruence nf m odC'TL1 a" 
Ira ,"cl. ol her~ have t'e~'L1 :,hle It, 

"lslIlhecamI'S w,tlt e"en leH I,me 
1\1 rhel r ,h~po~al In anyca.'IC.lmef 
m g d'plomal' III N<.'w Dellu 'S 

hardly IIkel)' I~~ SI""d {'UI as IIn 
,mpeceable e :'lCUse fnr h,~ ref,-,~"I 
In accommodale a field Inp he 
'noght Itnve e;<len,kd lit" \'1811 If 

nece~s;u)' e~pce . ally as Ihe all 
""porla.lI brtef enul<l I'e eonsld
errd I"',m" I"c;" worlhless wllh 
0111 a "I~II 10 Ihe refuj:ee c:nllps 
On Ihe "lIwT tmnd. I.:lrsen·~ ('011-

lC'nllOI1 .h:01 "UN lle\{ dec,ded In 
("anec ll"" plnnueu tTlp to .he n:fu_ 
~('c camp ..... IS unlikely In amuse 
~",e mdividual~ '11 Kathmandu 
wl1<' had no pari III such dcel~,ol1 
mnk.mg, 

Larsen also takes pains 10 
jusHf)' h,. deciSIOn to V'S,I llhutan 
fi,."t. Ilut . M the PO$I SLOT)' ernpha
s i7es. he CRL1Il"" he faulled rllr f;.il 
mg 10 mntch 'n'imphu's Ingenu ily 
- BhulafT wall led hun rir~1. ,li lU 
lhey sot h,l11. Larsen IIeed nOI have 
~en qutte so apoll'selle ('n Ihat 
account 
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NOT UNm rll'erf 
"A~ wu cOen'cy sprot\d~ (fcro~" 

Ihe g lohe. it is dear Ihal asplra· 

11, '"" of pe<:Jple I{,l:>e fu .. 'C 10dl'lQ'<e 

Iheir Qwn leaden I" .. ulUveuaJ 

prtue.pJc, m .• ll) \VCf;letll nfllslrut'1 

as s<"J me repress.ve governments 

aq~ue_" 

S,r. 
lit" utg I ,' IIII'IIt"(//1 Vllt /11.'. '<11< Ir> InI/"'. R/",,,,,, mul N""O/ iJ.< ,-}w;nlllltl 

"r rht" I, ,,', "m',' t ·om",i"" .. "f / INIICR. I 'w ... . </10"''' (' {"opv 01" 1'-0111 
/"'):" (//lId,.. '4 }"IIIU"" I1 ;" "<>111 """"<I'''IIt''I". "''';/1'''' hI' S""'<II' 
I',-,u/l"", III 11,,-/01'''' "r" ('("""It'''''''·'''. ",,,/,.., ,I", /,.."dmg "I}Nmm·t"d!>1 
Iltt" ""1:'11 "I R/wr<ll' I!.ff' I'''fi'~''''·,· . 

H, .. ". , ir I,. 0""/1", < <t>, ;"'''- J/!{U'CIII 00' .. ,,· (111(1 'Ill)" .<Ii" .. d U/ n,.H(

''''''.f ((""''''''''''1: Ill<' mll, (11"( Of 'Ill' .... <;1$ 10 01"'1,,·, "nd Ner"'/ I, 
Imlll< ,,10111' <-,'ili, '.<"_< />It" (or "1)1 hm-mg .,h'll'd lit" ""{"xt"" ""lIIp.< 1/1 

11",1'''' / je,,1 ohl;,l(l'd 10 1'''' ,lti"g< "XiII "';111 'hI' f"/I",, m,1( ,-om", .. ,,"_ 

u...· It ~ B" .... Lord . C lu. i,·nmu .. r 
Freedom House_ New York. 

A r'co,d",S In I'/"n. I """"Id /0, ..... ";<;,ed Nt"I'"lfil"" "nd rher"(lfrer 
R /"""" I'll<' ",,,,, " ,,,. ,,11"'1'(1 "" I r I"·..,,,,w' / " 'ould ol/oen,· i.<e 0101 h(/]',' 
/",d Ill" ol'/m'l/tllill' 10 ", .. .,., K "'~ };.~"' .. SlIlghe IVII"g ( /o"k {-<;c I. ",/lR/o 

/ d .. em "d "" ""1'''' '(11/11'<111 {>j "". "i,,';1. '-~I m t" (IU-fl'-" ,.,," 11.<11. er",I"".., 
'n .. I",r If ""I,lied m Ih .. <I, ,;( I ... 11,,, , eC"luiv Il ",,,llw.,.i((I/i,,·/,,,(·e,, "d 
;" Kal/",,,lIId,, "'0< 110 I"ss 11101 m.~ (",rlfriendl\' r/wn Il,,, 0"" I gOI m 

nu"'pl", 

"The p<)lice h:.,·c m'l ~lepped up 

ptrtTQllin.g aud ;\re .towg Iheir 

U 'UII-I-dulies. except they lITe D1Qre 

alert, b<Jllhc drop If> ... ·nme raw. In 

Ihe \:lSl few d:!.y. 1<; the re31111 of 

Ihe ralt"Ums by l<X"al \'OhHl~ 

leer~. ~ n,e ,u'II, /t" ",..,1110,1\ .. t ... ".l'l''' ""., ,,,,,,hI,, 10 go 0" "plm",,,d 1";1' 

10 S""I1o", ,, /IIWI<I" ([Iom "Iter" ",,,.<1 o) Ih" r"/ugt'''s (,"lilt") ",,<:o ll<e I>e 
le/I """",,,I/""jtCI .. di,,,, e!' th .. "I""";""s ("'(''' ;''8 '" 1/'" Rm'(J ll'ola,-,: III 
n"IIII"II" " r/lJ.~ i ~ ",;s I"ad;" g ",,,I ""i".<I I ''''H' """"fiG (' /""'I't"I"OI'<I e 
0/40 d"t.:""e_~ wi,/! s .. '·('n' dllll 1110"" 0" J(",,,,,,,,' 1.1 "lid """('Io/'e Ie"d 10 
.o"cr//lte 11'1'/' I(J Smith",." 81",,,,,, 

SI'"ke!<lIlmll, R<lym' HI,ul<)" 1'0' 

Ii"c. ,·ltu"L.h ... IiIl~ , '1"""'<.1 i .. 
KlUm.~~/. JmllulH'}' 20, 1996. 

l~"(' fron t-p"!;c ,.tory <'11 "vt;>luII-

1C'e.rs"l 
II(Htk ojfus 1,1,,,,,,,,d,, ,," III /lA' Ail Irom P",.)Oll Ju",,,,n' J 'i It "-0' 

<<.·ht"d,,/t"n f., (",,,.t" III K<IIlm1flm/u, ';" Nt",,· /.Je/lll rh" .Jame ''If'''7,ooll 
R".",u" oj log rmd h"d we(/llIe, ,." Ko"""",,,I,, ,hl' "'011" had In ,er,,,,, 

rr=11 ~M=E=D=IA~SC;;;;;;;;;;AN~~II 
,,, /'(1/ () 

11"'<1,"1' sllolli<,1I m 81111"m 1/1" 
[oil" ... ,.,,!; dl'" IIl(1d" j/\";"$ ,ml'n<, 

s;/)I". 17 ... (Iel'''' '"1'''101'''' mllllltlm/r, 

hod 10 "" 11II1/lt'1 11O$II'o""d "",,1 
10le m o ,-"i/lg 01 }Olll"''''' 17, 0" 
,'all'<<" of 1/0;< I'OS'I'O"""'''''' nj ''''0 
do)"s. UNflCR nerid"d 10 cmltel 
Ill" I'loIII' e(1 Ir;1' la IlIe I"e{r'g"" 
('01111'''' ;/1 "I'd", 108;"" pri"r;'" 10 
liI" .• I"I",d"I,·d ~I!I'(, I;/l8$ ..-il/l 11>" 
1'1";111" /11;11;.</('1. l/oe F"rt";s" Mi,, _ 

;;Her. rll" For"i8" S"crt'wn IIIItI 
olhl'r im,ltl/',,,,, " "1;"g"m" .. /.~ 1/1 

'he [ollo ... ill~ 1..-" dovs. 

f)"" /() l're,·i(IJul\· (I/:,<"pl .. ,/ 
t"III1"8ellle,l/< ill Nt"H' Ot"lh; Oil I/.e 
l"\'e"illB "j }lImm,.., 19 ( I h",I,I/-om 
;v'd w 1" ;('1" ",,,,,/.t", o(",»lm«o 

dOl"s. ;1I"JU/illll (Ill' Oll"~ (""'I 
Neplll <11,,1 Rlmlo" 011 Ill" lI"ip') I 

IIml In lem e Kml,molld" /(1/" i/l 

Ihe nlUJ"IIOOl1 111lI1 dc,\,. 
/,t'/lI"'" ,.,.". much ,lwl due 

10 "'if 01".<('''''' ("irn"""",,I'('s I 

could "OI";~'il ,It" '''fi'~e'' """1" 
ami fIt'" <otwll,' ol>U/1'e Ih"I,!i.r:I!, 

of , efi'.~t""<· ' ''/1(1. Itoll·",,·t"r. ,lit 
".~Ie,..i,·" lIIt"e''''8 ;,. K"rl"'''",,/u 
"rtJ"'J/U/n Ut "';111 ,lit' IVorld Foe'" 
/'rog'(l/IIIII .. rt'I""Se"I(' I;"t" mul 
Ioe"d .. o) If"'" gmT' ",,,t",,,,,1 (>/ grl. 
"iIPI;a/1t 1""'I;"IJIIlillg '" IIof' 

8Iw/{", ,,st' 't",f"g"es (1,<-';.\'1'"11''' 
p,-o_~I'''mmt' 17,,' rlnml .. d ",{m . 
"""ir", ,'("."" ·t'd {"Olll "it" se r"llI e 
<""WI;,(', "It" ,,,-(, ""1"'" '" 1/0(' 
,'(1111/'.' / .. ;; me III 110 dOl,!>1 "I>mu 

rh" 1'/;(/" .,) rer"x"e .•. 11> .. 
11110"'("/)/(11,,1;11' 'if conti"uing ,It" 
1"e.«'1I1 ,<1111/11;"" and lite ''''cr<
.• il\"IOI (m ,,(..-II' d",-,,11/r sol""oll 

10 lite I"-ohl",,, 
1-,1",.. "dd ,ltal. dt"sp;l .. ,I,,, 

IIIUI,'oid""',, ~hnn('om;"g , .... (111\' 

,is" la Ihe I .... , ,·Olml,.;t'$. , '''fi ,/0" 
,-eg'"'' 11'1111 '''t' hvl''' OI,d t" ~II""/(J
li,)(I ,11"1 .",''-;0111 ,·ffOHS ",ill he 

,,,,dn'la!,;rn /() 't'II"" " d,,,.,,I>le 
.01",;0., I,,·,/< i"'pI"".«ed h.· '/1" 

,"t"H', t'\'I" {'<Sed '''',lie Pr;",,, /I f 1It _ 

•. <It'" (",d Iht' Fn''''g'' ,\1",;<1"1" III 

nu' /11""1111,(_'111 K"II",,,,,,d,, ,md I 
mu r(/",·"" ... rllI"" oho Ihe Cm' 

t"'1I/II""IO/ fl/uu'IIl , < ,·t'lId" '" "'01 k 
fiJ/ fl 0,,1"';()II "n'el,lnbl" 10 I,,,,,, 
, '''",,' " t".< 

J"kvl. /"'1>1"" I ",-<rn. 
Aml'asH""" ol 'I .. ",lIark 10 Ihe 

Unil"d Nal"",<. r.CfI.·,·". 
CI",,,,,,,m "j Ill" 1 ft','ul"-,' C"''' 
/IIill,·t" of ffNIICR 

' Illl" Nt'w lJelh, c"lTe~pondent of T h" L(ls Angele.<: T1\ne~ (LA T ). John 
, Tho r lJahlburg. If> a reecIII p,eee lpuhhshed III Kafaehl's Dnwn "e\\"~l'a

per reeenlly) Ims d.$pUlC'd Ihol elhmc clenn~lng e,'er lOOk. place '" 

Bhullln In an lIIllcle enlilled. "Did '('[ hmc deansII1!!' take plaee III 

Bhulan"" . Dahlhur~ m e ntions Ihm Ihere are 86.000 "elhnlc Nepalls 

hunl;.ereu 111 I !N refugee cllmp!; 111 sOUlhl:'a~lern Nepal" hut dlllJ\ellge' 
Iheir claIm "Ihal Ihe)' were e:'lpclled From Bhulan Or INrr>n$ec! 11110 
nee'"g hy IlhUla,, '~ army and pohce 

lie rcff'rs !tI lhe US SInle Depnrlment ~ 19Q5 Iluman RIShl< Rl:'port 

"compi led from 1tIlernl:''' 5 oulolde Ihe e"untry-' and seck. ILl undermme 
,I b), -""y<ll~ la) "Ihe <,ollltlr)'-' lender. den)' 11ll" da'm~··. I h) mdt'relldenl 

proof <,Flhe f11"~t se""'II~ dmrges I. 'enl,ly or non-e :<'ISIC"llt rmLl (.'j dnl\\"s 
pninted nllellll<'n 10 Ihe fal-t th,,\ 'I he 1I1l11ed Slale. ha~ Ill'> emha«)' (HI) 

0 " d'ploma"e reblll(ln," wllh Bhutan 

T he LATe"lrf'~pnndent Ihen !!.oe~ on 10 111< punch Iln l:'. IhAllhc US 
aulhnnlLf'S "f11U~1 tone dnwn IIC':<.I ye.ar's repcoM" on Bhulan -10 hUllre....,. 

hI!' IIrgumen, o n thal ~eore. he goes 10 the e:<.tenl o f clalfllltlS Ihnl "Ihe 

1\ IllenC'lIIS had ,ellc-<I fo r lhc pa~1 fout years"" "ul~ide ~ource~ .• pccialty 
,.efugee~ I nterv,ewed I,y sla(fers frmlllhC' emba.sy.n Kalhn",,,d,, . Nepal 
tl' draw the nghl eonc ln_<lons :oooul Dhnllll1." quoling an unll\cnllficd l iS 

omela!. 
T o !<Irenlllhen hl~ case Ihat no elhmc cleansms ('\,("r t("O"k place HI 

Bhulan. Ihe American nCW~l11an has evf'" gone 10 the e ."{,lIlnf ~ug@.e~l

mg. Ihllt Ihe ahdlCRIIO\l of Ihe Chos),al L.f 5,l;.k,m was duC' 10 "'''\'e~ of 

""""g.rams frnlll Nepal" '" 1974 INn! unC \\ ord hlls. rc"eallngly. been 
IILc.H;oned ,,1x'UI I"d,a's murky polllLcul rnle 111 Sikk,mest" :,ff",rs "f Ihm 

pt"T'od or .IJ 'ni'''''''C m. htMY p re~cncc nor. mdl·cd. "r Ihe fale nf 
S,kkim'~ Ameriell" C:ylllmn, or Vuel·II .) 

Dahlhurs Ihen lel' nil th"l 5,kk.m wa. ~uh~cqucl1ll)' "lIb~orhed 
mlO Ihe Indllll' Unlt'l1 a yCM laler f",lJowmg a referendum .mplymg 
Iher<.'h)· (a) Ih81 Slkk"" was nearl), laken n.er I.y Nepal Ihr(l"~h -wa"e~" 
of unnugratlls Ifl I q74 and tb) Ihal S,kk'l11 WaS '1I"ed from ~ueh a lelT.hle 

fllle "nl)' Ihrough rhe III"el), rlWrgcT w\lh I"dl(l 
Once Ilgam. Ic)' ltIlpllCaltOn :tt,d C'ulllmlll- sugge~lt",n. Ihe I ,A r mltn

(1 11 - lhe-spol m New Delh, sUIl~esl~ Ih:,1 Ohulnn. with only "600.000. olll)' 
Imlf of whom (UC hl .. ralc··. \\"Il_' on Ihe \'el ~{' <,f a S,kk, m·I,I;.t" tak.e<_"·C'r 
t,y N.·pallthnug.h $,kkI1l1 ended up hemg. pari nf Indi .,) \\ hcn n TK.puiar 
mo""ellfelll for human nghls. ~pea,.he"ded hy Bhulnne<.., ,.,f Nepalese 

on!!.",. look place ,n 1990·91 
J''''''I' ft.:' •• R e .';",,,,, Kalh",,,,,,lu . J " n4. 1996. 
FUR Tt-I t:: REL·ORl) ... 
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I"" _ h"d Ink .... " H,rn ' h .. h,," h~c" ..... " .. " m .. ". ' R" • ., ..,,,,, .. ,,I " ... ·'1 "od had 
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.. V..anas sanctua. J in Peri 
J 

There is nQ;ebb in Manas's woes - after being devasted by Bodo militants, now it is the Royal Bhutan 
Government's construction of a road in it which will jeopardise the whole eco-system. 

SAGAR BARUA 

s e:<plos i on of 
dyn,lllliles and 
scre;HllS of bllll~ 

dozers and heavy 
ellnh movers rip 
ap;m the pristine 
environ of 

Bhutan'S Royal M~mas National 
Park p;lving the w~ly fo r :1 
[notomble route, on Indian side 
il echos the impending eco-"Con
vu lsion that the Man:ls Wildlife 
Sa nc tuary is doollled for . 11 
seems the Manas Sa nc1 11l11Y is 
he:lding for the worst-after [he 
devas\;lI ion perpelll;tted by 
Bodo militanl -Iurne(l-poflchers 
and illegal en<.:roachment by the 
B:mgladeshi immigr.II1t.\ now i{ 
is Ihe Bhut,ln Government's 
construc t ion of a motor.lble 
road right through the sam."tu:uy 
in their p:Ht which according to 
experts will let loose a tmU of 
eco-destruclion in Ihe whole 
3000 sq, kill . sanctuary :lre.1. 

TIle project which holds at 
ransom the whole bio-diversity 
of the reg iun is a mule tr.lck, 
now being widened to make a 
rnOlOmble road br the PWD 
department of the ROYHl 
Bhut:ln Govemmenl, 111e road 
alon~ wilh the river Manas, 
plt.'l$eS through the park cover

ing :1 dist:lnce 10 13 kms. from 
the Indo-BlHllan border, de" 
nl:1rcatin~ Indbn and Bhutan 
Man,l.o; to P:l nbung Bungkb:l, a 
slll:lll {own in..~ ide Bhut'lIl. 

TIle new road, constmclion 
o f which is in full, swing now, 
wil! serve :11' the appro:K h road 
10 sonlt: interior areas in south
ern Bhutan. It passes through 
the I ndi:ln Man .. s National 
P:lrk, a world heritllge site of 
Ihe UNESCO. 

The park which slretchcs 
over the border areas of the 
IwO countries is abolH 3000 sq. 
killS . in are:!. Although the 
ROY;ll Bhut:ln Government is 
nmintaining a studied silcn<.:e :15 

f:lr :IS the environmental costs 
of the project, w hal worrie~ 
1110.'11 is Ih,lt the destmcti\"c illl 
pa~1 o f the rrojec! will be felt 
on the Indian side of the Manas 
:Ilso. T h e rrojec t , i nvol\"in~ 
large se.le CUlling of t~'eS lInd 
deanin~ earth will ineviltlbly 
make fr.lgile the geological ell
l·ironmell( of Man .. s rark . 

Condemning the entire 
projecl , Ihe N:1t llre's Beckon, 
an environmental 'Klivist group 
frotll Ihe North £:ISt h:ls :lp
pe:l!cd 10 the environment con 
scious people o f Ihe world 10 
r.l ise I'oice ,18'lins[ this self-de
stnlCti\"e activities of the Royal 
Bhutan Government. 

There is already one route 
to Bhutan which goes through 
the Park. Even [0 reach Bhutan 
Man:ls Sanctuary one has to go 
through the Indian Park. 

Now the Bhulan govern-

• /:'cO-d CI)(lMalio ll: Si}!.fls of 81111((11/ gO/if. road COIISH11Clioll ill /H(II/as . 

ment is conveltin~ this route 
imo a lIlotorable roUle. l{eJXll1-
edly th is fo;ld will initi:llly con
necl to some vilbges ~lbOUl 17 
killS. in.~ ide Bhutan. The [();Id 
tr;,verses ulo."tly :don g Ihe 
Man;IS river in I1hutan. I\. bridge 
has alre:ldy been conslrl Kted 

over Man;!s river aboll l 12 killS. 
inside I1hul;ll1, in north of 
Doimukh, the confluence of 
Manas and onc o f its tribut:u·ies. 

The ongoing con .~lrucliun 
h<ls lltready affecled tlie J3hut:m 
M;mas Sanclll'uy and the M;IIl;ls 
river. Within hll l f :1 kitome(er 
from Mathanguci, 13 bndslides 
lHlve laken p\;Ice. All Ihe.~e 

slides which fall direclly into 
M;lIws river, :lre emsing slow 
siltation :IS well :IS d;ul1:lging 
the acqua cyde of the river. 
M:my organisations o f ASS,llll, 
inclllding I\.mnY:lk, Farly Birds. 
-nle Green·s Mo\·elllent are up 
in the lInns to pres.."urise the 
St;lte Govel'lllllent .1." well ;IS 

the Ministry of Environment 10 
t:lke up the matter with the 
Royal Bhut:Hl Government. 

Bibhah Talukdar of the 
Ar.my'lk says that they :II'C. c\'en 
('ontcmpbting 10 \:ll;:e the Glse 
to the UNESCO, Whal irks the 
env iro nl11ent:lll."ls is th:1\ the 
rrojecl is heing undertak(·n 
when :1 horde or NGOs and 
even the governlllent :Ire !lying 
hard to save the M:Hl:IS tiger 
reserve. Th .... re i ~ .ilso ev .... r y 
possibilily :Ifler the road i .~ 

thrown open for II~tnk. il will 
lift the floodg'lles for exot ic 
orchid collectors rare lIJpr 
wood ,lnd limber ~mllgglefs, ti 
Re r bone collectors. rhino 
horns <lnd w ildlife po:lchers. 

Till Ihe Bodo lllilil:tIlts· in
vasion o f Ihe p fl rk. the M:mas 
N:tt ional J>lIrk W:l." an eX:lIl1ple 
of SUCt"t's.." o f the ReSC1VC Tiger 
projet·t c-.l1up:lign. 

IN 1993, 24 RHINOS WERE KIUfD IN BASBARI 
RANGE ITSEII EVEN THE HOG DEER POPULATION 
HAS BEEN ENDANGERED BADLY DUE TO POACHING. 

The ROY:11 Governmen t of guished in obs<"urity lIfter being 
Bhut:H1 i~ committed to main~ plagued for year.s by violence 
1:l in it.<; cunent level of forest o f Bodo ll1ilit:HlL~ :md po'Kher.<;. 
covcr <lnd '<;lIf~glmrd its rich Nestled in green 111 0U11l:lins 
n;l\ur.1l h efit:l~e. Bee<luse of and fed by the Manll~ river, the 
th i.~ commitmen t World Wild- 2837 sq_ killS .. ~anctulI1T W:15 
life Fund (WWF) is a.~si.'l[ing dosed for visitors in 1989 in 
Ihe HOY:11 GO\'e rnlllem of the w,lke of the Bodo agit:llion. 
Bh\llan to secure funds for the And forest authorities h:I\'e 
con500:rv:uion of envimnmcnt in only I"L"("t!l1tly ope/led il a!pil1. 
Ilhlll:ln from multila tel~d and M;mas '500 sq. kllls_, o f which 
hi!:t[eml government :lgencies W:IS declared a natiolllll p:lrk in 
:lIld Iw .~ "Ire:ldy provided the 1990 .111(1 ,IJsO chosen for 
first one m illion doll:lr gr:Hlt. Project Tiger in 1972, is in ;I 

111C hope i.'l 10 ;1U1~I CI :It least sony sune, Ih,mks to the Cl 1-
20 million do lla r in SLlppol1, 10ll.'l attilude o f l)9th the State 
which the treasury ~ction of and Centl~11 GOI·cf!lll1ents. 
the Uniled National Develop- There are !>eriou ~ problcms 
lllcilt I'ro.':l"<l11I will ll1ana~e . Bm in m:l intaining the tiger proj .... ct 
eVlllcnt l y Ihe Roy;iI Govern- due to la ~'k of funds, 111;111-

ment of I}hl1l,lIl h:I ,~ failed to power :md 111O·dern \~e:lpons. 

keep its l'01ll 11li11111;'1lI to pre- Olll of the 'i8 1X',lt office.~ .. ~itu-
serve its forest we:,hh. :11(;'(1 :11 the \"ilal poinl~ of the 

The un ique fun!."t 111(':111 - Il:ltiomd park . 36 of Ihem wel e 

;"~.I~"~·I<~~in:..cI~":'~Ii::l1~'--c:.':;':Ic--c:I~";;.l s:...:':,,~,,~.-,-~1~"~"~·":'-7<1~o.w~n by Bodo militants 

:lI1d liII now the<i€ are not hllilt 
Of the three 1~lI1ge.~ tll:1t con~ti 
tute the park. the \3;lsh;lri 1;II1~l· 
is the only one that is funcli( )n
ing \\ hile the Bhuv:lIlr;lr.t and 
I':lobari ranges :u-e inopel;ui\~· 

fore.~t guard!> refused In q'l\ 

there fCirring the Bodu mill 
\;lilts· onsl:iuglll. 

Though Ihere h<ll·e h~'l'n 
some ch,Hlges for rhe better al 
! (! r the s:lIlct u:uy was induded 
in the Proje<.1 Tiger. illlrrole
ment in terms o f comJucri\ t· 
work :Utllosrhere :Uld lirill}.: 
conditions for the ernplop:l':~ i.~ 
still v isible 

L'nder Project Tiger. all CIP' 
I,ll expenditure i .~ gnlnted h) tht' 
Celllrt' while recurring e.xpendi· 
tllle i.<; 1)()lne by rhe hoth tlK' 
State and Ihe Centml GO\l'ln
ment.<; <:,quall}'. There i~ :In 111\· 
l1l<.:'nse pllllcily of funds <lilt' to 
fin<lncbl crisis o f the Stilt-' GO\ 

ern l11<:'nt which i~ urwhlt: [(I 

1ll~lke pro\i5ion in [he bud,g~' 1 

for such :I ~:r~lnt from Ille Cl'mrl' 
A minimum of one nore 

rl.lpee~ is required for de\'elnp
ing illfr.l.~trll<.:ture in the PMt.. 
:lre:1.<; as well as for il1lrl'ol in).: 

Ih in~ con(\ilion'; of f{Hl' ~1 

gllard~ pusted at beal office .. in 
remott' are;ts. TIle wcap"n" 
u~e<l by the fOI-est gU;l1d.; :11'-' 
obsolete in l-olllparison 10 !Ill' 

sophi"t icated \\"eapon~ u~~l In 
militan1s and pO:lChers. 

\ f e<lr psychosis lu .. 
gripped Ihe suff and nQlhin~ 
.~hort of rro\"iding them wi th 
sophisticated weaJXlns ~ I nd hel
ter li ving condilion~ would 
help them in regaining tot,1I 
control of the park. ·nle mo 

1~lle of the staff is :It il" lowe,1 
;I~ <I lear psychosis grip~ Ihe111 
;Ind modern weapons alung 
wilh cell:lin 1ll0net:l1Y incen
tives v,·ould nlOtiv<lle them III 

relurn \0 beat offices. 
Five forest offi ci<lls h,III ' 

been killed sin<.:e 1989 by l1o~.Jo 
militants which included fo ur 
fore~t ~U:lrd~ and ;1 forester. 

Vill:lgt'.~ an(l !ht;' 
neighbouring lIre;! in Uhllt;ln 
surro\lndin~ Ihe p:lrk p!'Ol kll· 
~:Ife S:H1CIll:ll1' to the outlawed 
BDSF. NSCN :md UI.FA mil,
t:1I1I.-. The :Hlthorities fe:lf !h:1t 
Ihe touri~! s can Dct:om(' eil~~ 
1:I1'Ret ~)f Ihe lllilit;lIl1~ if the part.. 
i:< reopem."(1 tn J99.l 24 rhin, ~ .. 
were killed in 11:I,II;lri tl·t'ntl~ll) 

r;ln~e itself Inten.: ,tin~h Ilw 
Ba~I:l:1ri r.lnge is nPI l11u,1o ,If
feeled by defor .... ~Lltiu ll .11111 
chronk' dC"lrlll"tion ;lI1d n h ,d 

IlH). .. t free fl {un I;'IlCf()ad1l11t:l1t .. 
Even the h".'! deer popula 

tion h<l~ been end<lngt'lt'd h:ldl\ 
due 1{1 pO;llhin).t l l nfOltun,II~'h 

onl) lhe 11.1~h:lri 1~lIlge ofh~"" 

m:lintain record of pO;lehill;.: 
:md dt;'~Ir'lK' lion \\ Ilile in thl' 
other t\\O 1~ln.ltt:s thin;.:' /-(0 Ull
recorded I rnless mor~· pr()[ec
!nHl CIIl1P~ <lfe instaU~-d ;md 
111;11111<'(1 illllllt'( ti:ltdy I"KJadlU\L: 

1\111 l'",·a!al <: 
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