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A LEGACY OF LOYALTY

That is why we are asking those
who do remember, to consider
making a provision now for the
time when funding and support
for Gurkha welfare will be much
harder to come by. You can do
this by a legacy or bequest to the
Gurkha Welfare Trust in your Will.

This will help to ensure the
long-term future of our work.

In just the last four years the
monthly ‘welfare pension” we

pay to some 10,400 Gurkha
ex-servicemen and widows has
risen from 2,500 NCR to 3,800
NCR to try and keep pace

with inflation in Nepal. Welfare
pensions alone cost the Trust £4.4
million last year. Who knows what
the welfare pension will need to be
in 10 or 20 years time.

If you do write or amend your
Will to make a provision for the
Trust then do please let us know.
We hope it will be many years
before we see the benefit of your
legacy, but knowing that a
number of our supporters have
remembered the Trust in their
Wills helps so much in our
forward planning. Thank you.

PLEASE WRITE TO: The Gurkha Welfare Trust, PO Box 2170,
22 Queen Street, Salisbury SP2 2EX, telephone us on 01722 323955

or e-mail staffassistant@gwt.org.uk

Registered charity No. 1103669

President
Rtn. Hari Bivor Karki

Vice-President
Prof. Dr. Bharat B. Karki
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EDITORIAL

Readers will note that to mark the Society’s
golden jubilee it was decided to go to a
colour production for the Society’s 34th
edition of the journal. I regret that it has
taken some time to put together but I hope
that the result will nevertheless prove to be
an enjoyable read. When we first considered
how to mark this significant period in the
Society’s history, there was an idea to
reproduce a series of past articles in a
separate publication. However the costs
involved, not to mention the time, precluded
this approach. Not withstanding that, the late
Mayura Brown’s piece on the Society’s first
25 years, originally written for the silver
jubilee edition (Number 9), has been re-
published. I have also included a re-run of
the piece jointly written by the late Sir
Michael Scott and Mrs Mayura Brown on
her famous ancestor, Jang Bahadur Rana,
whose great grand-daughter she was. His
portrait hung for many years in the Foreign
Secretary’s office in the FCO. A number of
members have also written about their
memories of the early days of the Society.
The Society has developed from a small
elite group of people with a special interest
in Nepal to a membership of around 450
countrywide, with addresses from Truro to
Ullapool as well as a few members living in
other countries, the USA, France and Nepal
to name but three. Society events are
perforce somewhat ‘London-centric’ and I
am aware that many members retain their
interest through the pages of the journal. As
editor I hope that this colour edition will
make up for those who were unable to
attend the Society’s successful anniversary
reception in the Durbar Court of the FCO
last September. Details of this event are in
the secretary’s report.

When looking for suitable articles I
hoped to be able to highlight the historical
links between Great Britain and Nepal. On

the surface it seems to be an unlikely
liaison between a small island off the
European mainland and a landlocked
country on the southern slopes of the
Himalayas. History has dictated otherwise
and I hope that the selection of articles
reflects that. Although the general public
connects Everest and the Gurkhas with
Nepal, these two topics have been well
covered in the past and in other organs, so I
have tried to look into other aspects of the
relationship and Society connections where
possible. The year 2015 will however mark
the 200th anniversary of Gurkha service to
the Crown. Plans for this event are already
under consideration. The Society would
wish be associated with this. In this respect
we should note that 2010 saw the death of
one of the last World War I Gurkha VCs —
Havildar Lachhiman Gurung. History has it
that Lachhiman went to get cigarettes for
his father but only returned five years later,
without, cigarettes, but wearing the VC
which he had won during the latter stages
of the Burma campaign. I have however
included a piece written by Col Richard
Cawthorne concerning the origins of the
Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers,
originally King’s Indian Orderly Officers. It
is a century since the Indian Army provided
four orderly officers to attend the lying in
state of King Edward VII in May 2010.
Two of these officers were from Gurkha
Regiments, Subadar Majors Santbir Gurung
2nd King Edward VII’s Own Gurkha Rifles
(The Sirmoor Rifles) and Singbir Ghale 3rd
Queen Alexandra’s Own Gurkha Rifles’.

The Treaty of Segauli, which was
concluded following the Anglo-Nepal war
of 1814 -1816, stipulated that the East India
Company had the right to install a resident
in Kathmandu. He required somewhere to
live and the story of the residence is told by
Dr Andrew Hall, a Society member and
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former ambassador (2006 - 2010). Mention
is also made of the Kakani bungalow
situated on the northern edge of the
Kathmandu valley that was granted to the
resident by the Nepal Durbar in order that
he could retire to the hills in the hot weather.
The frontispiece picture is taken from a
painting by Desmond Doig. One of the
longest serving and most active residents
was Brian Houghton Hodgson (1822 —
1843). He was what might be described as a
true polymath. His interests ranged widely
covering language, religion, culture and
natural history. During his tenure in
Kathmandu he was best known for his work
as an ornithologist and zoologist. He wrote
some 130 papers and commissioned teams
of Nepalese artists to produce a series of
drawings of mammals and birds. These
paintings are now held by the Zoological
Society of London (ZSL). I asked Carol
Inskipp to write a short piece on Hodgson
since she is the co-author of A Himalayan
Ornithologist — the life and work of Brian
Houghton Hodgson. She also contributed to
The origins of Himalayan Studies - Brian
Houghton Hodgson in Nepal and Darjeeling
1820 — 1858 edited by David Waterhouse.
Members will remember that part of the
launch of this book was aided by the
Society at a meeting in the embassy in 2005.
I am grateful to Sir John Chapple and Miss
Jane Loveless for their help over access to
the collection of Hodgson paintings held by
ZSL as ZSL holds the copyright. There are
some six books of paintings, most of which
have never been published. I have selected
just four examples to illustrate Carol’s piece,
none of which has been published before. It
was difficult to choose. The Imperial
Woodpecker looks very ‘imperial” and I
rather liked the Jacana. However the
Adjutant Stork is the logo of the Army
Ornithological Society, of which Sir John
Chapple is president, and readers will be
aware of the population crash of vultures on
the subcontinent. There has been a recent
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revival in interest in the Hodgson paintings
which is described elsewhere in the journal.

Following the theme of early Britain —
Nepal connections is a piece by Mr Kanak
Mani Dixit on Henry Ambrose Oldfield
which appeared in Asian Affairs, journal of
the Royal Society for Asian Affairs, in
November 2008. I am grateful to the editor
of Asian Affairs, Mr Barney Smith, former
ambassador in Kathmandu (1995 — 1999)
for permission to reproduce this article and
for the cooperation of that journal’s
publisher, Taylor & Francis.

I am also indebted to the Royal
Geographical Society for permission to
reproduce the illustrations that accompany
it and who hold the copyright. Oldfield was
the Residency surgeon and something of an
artist. Although the resident was confined to
the Kathmandu valley (hence the need for
the Kakani bungalow), the surgeon seems
not to have been regarded as a threat to the
Nepal Durbar and had wide access to the
country as the collection of paintings and
drawings demonstrates. Clearly the medical
profession was not considered to be
subversive! The author, Kanak Mani Dixit
is the editor of Himal Southasian and was
curator of the 1999 Oldfield exhibition held
in Nepal.

We must not dwell too much on the past
although we ignore history at our peril. I
have therefore asked for more recent
Britain — Nepal connections. Bob Jordan,
also a Society member, looks back to the
late 1960s at his time in Kathmandu with
the British Council. His recent work on
Nepal, From Missionaries to Mountaineers
— Early encounters with Nepal is reviewed
in this edition. Many members will have
visited Chitwan National Park during their
visits to Nepal. The flagship resort in the
park is of course the renowned Tiger Tops.
Tiger Tops in its present form was the work
of the late AV Jim Edwards whose obituary
appeared in the last edition of the journal.
Although there are now several other tourist
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locations in Chitwan, Tiger Tops was the
first and set the standard for both service
and conservation and has made a huge
contribution to Nepal tourism, although not
without its difficulty at times. Lisa
Choegyal, a long-term friend, colleague and
director has written the story from the very
beginning of this project. As I wrote in the
last edition many members have much
reason to thank Jim for his kindness to so
many of them and their children. Tony
Schilling (our man in Ullapool) has written
about his work in the botanical gardens in
Godaveri in 1965 — 1966.

Coming right up-to-date is the article
written by Neil Weir (secretary to the
Society 2004 -2007) about his work with
the Britain — Nepal Otology Service which
he founded in 1988.

I have also included a piece written by
John Cross written in his own inimitable
and enigmatic style. This first appeared in
The Kukri and I am grateful to the editor for
permission to include it here.

Although the journal looks back at some
past and present connections, the Society
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has to look forwards. In common with
many such organisations, the membership is
aging and we need to attract younger
members. This was looked at in some detail
by my predecessor as chairman, the late Mr
Peter Leggatt, and a sub-committee. Results
were less encouraging but the existing
membership is best placed to recruit so I
ask you all to take any and every
opportunity to bring in new members.

And finally we urgently need a new
secretary to replace Mrs Pat Mellor. I
sincerely hope that somewhere within the
membership there is someone who could
come forward. The secretary is the key
position in any Society. I can assure any
potential candidates that help can be
provided for this role. The membership list
is on computer and does not have to be
managed by the secretary and mailing is
available for out-sourcing thus making the
secretary’s task much less burdensome. I
hope that this will encourage someone take
on this role, so necessary for the smooth
continuance of the Society.

THE GURKHA MUSEUM

PENINSULA BARRACKS
ROMSEY ROAD, WINCHESTER
HAMPSHIRE SO23 8TS
Tel: (01962) 842832 Fax: (01962) 877597

THE UNIQUE AND EXCITING GURKHA STORY

Open: MON-SAT 10am - 4.30pm
SUN 12 - 4pm

Registered Charity No. 272426
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THE SOCIETY’S NEWS
By Pat Mellor
Acting Honorary Secretary

HE Dr SC Chalise, Ambassador & Dr Adhikary with Chairman & Mrs Birch, Lady
Chapple, Mr Andrew Patrick (FCO), Mr JP Aryal (DHM) & Mr Timothy George

His Excellency, the Nepalese
Ambassador, Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise
and his wife, Dr Milan Adhikary arrived
in London eight months ago and have
already made their mark. They have
made a wonderful impact here in London
and have attended many functions,
Society ones as well as Nepalese events.
They have also held important gatherings
at the Nepalese Embassy. Their British
friends are already numerous. The
Society sends them all good wishes for
their time in London.

Once again, we are privileged to be able
to able to hold our AGM at the Nepalese
Embassy, and the Nepalese Ambassador,
HE Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise has also

allowed us to hold our Executive
Committee meetings there. The
Committee and members give their
thanks to His Excellency, as well as Mr
Jhabindra Aryal, Minister Counsellor, and
all the staff, who are always unfailingly
kind and helpful to the Society.

S0TH ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION
50th Year of the Society was wonderfully
celebrated by a Reception at the Durbar
Court in the Foreign Office. The
Committee chose this venue for its
magnificence and its relevance to the
Indian subcontinent. Britain’s relations
with Nepal were bound up with all
Britain’s dealings there. Durbar Court
means a collective meeting place; it was
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felt that this was the appropriate venue for
this important event. These celebrations
were supported by 300 members and their
friends, and were enjoyed by everyone.
The Society was honoured by the
presence of our President, HRH The Duke
of Gloucester who graciously met and
spoke to many of our members. Also
present was the Nepalese Ambassador,

Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise and his wife
Dr Milan Adhikary, together with many
of the Embassy staff. We were also happy
to welcome the two Queen’s Own Gurkha
Orderly Officers to the event, and also for
the Piper from Queen’s Gurkha Signals
who piped as the guests arrived. I think
we must record our thanks to the
Society’s sub-committee for their tireless
work in organising a really splendid
evening and also our gratitude for the
efficient help and advice given by the
FCO staff. Caley B, the caterers were
excellent too.

THE ANNUAL NEPALI SUPPER

The 2010 Annual Nepali Supper, held at
St Columba’s Church of Scotland Hall in
Pont Street in February was attended by
approximately 120 people and was
hugely enjoyed by everyone. Members
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Vice president, Mrs Celia Brown &
Mr & Mrs Karki with the QGOOs

The Ladies from the Nepalese Embassy

and their guests were glad to welcome a

piper from the Brigade of Gurkhas and

for the orderlies who efficiently looked

after the bar — a very important role!

Also members were happy to welcome

the two Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers
to the Supper as our guests
and for all their help at the
occasion. The catering was
carried out by Munal
Restaurant and was up to
its usual delicious
standard.

Once again the next
Annual Nepali Supper is to
be held at St Columba’s
Church of Scotland Hall
on Wednesday, 23rd
February 2011.

Brig Gen Rayamajhi, Defence Attache (2nd left) with

Lt Gen Shridhar (extreme right) and friends

7
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LECTURES

In 2010 the Society held two lectures,
both at the Medical Society of London in
Chandos Street.

The first was given by Dr Mark Watson
from Edinburgh Royal Botanic Gardens
and he gave us a wonderful insight into
the beautiful and diverse botanical
heritage of Nepal. His lecture was
accompanied by wonderful slides.

The second lecture was a fascinating one
by Charles Allen on his latest book, The
Buddha and Dr Fuehrer, which gave us
an archaeological reassessment of
Nepal’s Buddhist sites and those near by
over the border in India. This lecture was
well supported and followed by a Nepali
Supper supplied by Munal Restaurant.

Our grateful thanks to both of these
excellent speakers who gave us their
time, shared their knowledge and showed
beautiful slides. We look forward to
meeting them again and thanking them
personally at the Annual Nepali Supper
in 2011.

There will be two lectures in 2011, both
at the Medical Society of London and
both followed by a Nepali Supper. The
dates are Thursday, 12th May and
Thursday, 6th October. Speakers will be
announced during the year.

SUMMER OUTING

Unfortunately the 2010 Summer Outing
had to be cancelled, and your committee
have decided not to arrange this outing in
future, as support and interest has
dwindled over the last few years.

ACTING HON SECRETARY
Once again, I have come to the point that I
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have to resign. After many years as
Honorary Secretary it is inevitable that I
have to hand over to another and new
Secretary, someone with new and exciting
thoughts for the ongoing development of
the Society in the coming years. There
should be changes and new challenges
ahead — as there should be in any
organisation. We cannot afford to stagnate
— in our Membership, Committee and
events — the very essence of our Society. It
is the Membership in the collective sense
that truly makes this Society the unique and
precious one that it is, and so deserves a
new and bright outlook from a young and
energetic Secretary.

It has always been an honour and a
privilege, as well as challenging and
immensely enjoyable to be the Secretary
of the BNS, and I must also express to
you all my gratitude for all the support,
friendship and help that I have
experienced over the years.

TIES AND BADGES

Mrs Jenifer Evans has now taken over
the sale of the ties .The price of these ties
is £10 each including postage and they
may be obtained from Mrs Jenifer Evans,
Bambers Mead, Lower Froyle, Alton,
Hants GU34 4LL by post or at one of our
functions. Jane Loveless is also selling
lapel badges at £3 at all of the functions.

David Jefford has looked after the sale of
the ties for many years — as long as I
have been Secretary and that is since
1994, and so I think we must all give him
a rousing vote of thanks for having sold
so many ties and scarves and for his
dedication to attending so many functions
to be able to display and sell them to
members. Thank you David, and
welcome Jenifer.
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DEATHS

It is with sadness that I have to report
that the following members died during
2010:

Mr Ralph Biggs

Mrs ZL Harben

Lt Col A M Langlands OBE
Mrs Beryl Mumford

Mrs Rita O’Brien (wife of the late Mr
Terence O’Brien, CMG, MC, formerly

HM Ambassador in Kathmandu 1970-74)

Rani Teeka Rana

Col Charles H Mixon (the Society was
only recently informed of his death, in
2007. His wife now lives in the USA.)
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Lt Col HCS Gregory OBE KSG

It is with great sadness that we have
to record the recent death of Lt Col
HCS Gregory, one of our vice-
presidents, on Sunday 6th March. He
had dedicated his life to the Brigade
of Gurkhas and was a strong
supporter of the Society, having held
the offices of both treasurer and
chairman and was the founding editor
of the journal, a post he continued to
hold for 20 years. A full obituary will
appear in the next edition of the
journal. Ed.

THE
BRITAIN - NEPAL
N ———

medical trust
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Munal Restaurant

Est. 1990

www.munalrestaurant.co.uk
e-mail . munalrestaurant@hotmail .com

FINEST NEPALESE CUISINE
FOOD FROM GURKHALAND

393 UPPER RICHMOND ROAD PUTNEY LONDON SW15 5QL
TEL: 020 8876 3083/8878 9170

TAKEAWAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

10% Discount on collection only

WE GUARANTEE GOOD QUALITY FOOD AT REASONABLE PRICES
RECOMMENDED BY GOOD CURRY GUIDE
WE ALSO DO OUTSIDE CATERING

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
12-2.30 p.m. & 6-11.30 p.m.
WEEKEND TILL MIDNIGHT

BRANCHES

76 CENTRAL ROAD
WORCESTER PARK, SURREY
KT4 8HX
Tel: 020 8330 3511/3711

FREE HOME DELIVERY

(Orders over £12.00 within 3 miles radius)

TAKEAWAY
205 LOWER RICHMOND RD
PUTNEY, LONDON, SW15 1HL
Tel: 020 8789 0357/0798
Tuesday-Sunday (5.30-11pm)

10

S



76039 BritainNepal 34 TEX:49231 Britain Ne% 30 TEX 23/8/11 12:16 Page 11

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF THE BRITAIN-NEPAL SOCIETY
By Mayura Brown
(This piece first appeared in Journal No 9 — the Silver Jubilee Edition, 1985. Ed.)

The State Visit of Their Majesties King
Mahendra and Queen Ratna of Nepal in
November 1960 was the inspiration for
the founding of the Britain-Nepal
Society. His late Majesty, King
Mahendra, not only honoured us by
becoming our Patron, but also donated
£500 to start the Society.

Bhuban and Jharendra Singha,
General Shanker Shamsher J B Rana,
with Pashupati Rana and Prabal Rana
(now First Secretary at the Embassy)
were the prime movers in the formation
of the Society with enthusiastic support
from many British friends. A Committee
was hurriedly assembled and the obvious
choice for President was Sir John Hunt
of Mount Everest fame.

An Inaugural Reception was held at
the Dorchester Hotel for Their Majesties,
the Royal entourage, and a glittering
collection of guests.

The first year was spent in
consolidating the Society. The Nepalese
students then in Britain already had their
own Association, the 'Yetis', and
preferred to remain a separate
organization but were of course eligible
to join as individuals.

Bhuban was our first Chairman, with
Lt Col Sir Geoffrey Betham (British
Envoy & Minister Plenipotentiary in
Nepal from 1938-1944) as Vice-
chairman.

The first Annual General Meeting was
held at the Nepalese Embassy on the
20th October 1961 by invitation of the
new Ambassador, Sri Kali Prasad
Upadhaya. There were several changes in

the Committee. Bhuban was returning
home so Sir Christopher Summerhayes
(British Ambassador in Nepal from 1951-
54) was approached to take her place.
Both Sir Geoffrey and the Hon Francis
Stonor (Hon.Treasurer) resigned for
reasons of health, and Mr T Lovell-
Garner (Hon Secretary) due to pressure
of work. Lady Wheeler became Vice-
Chairman, Mrs Ruth Rhodes Hon
Secretary, and I the Hon Treasurer.

We had to make plans for the coming
season, and it was decided that our
meetings should consist of lectures on
every aspect of Nepalese life and culture.
The Society was to be strictly non-
political.

It was not easy to contemplate a
programme for the year with greatly
diminished finances, and the Dorchester
Hotel Reception had left us fairly
impoverished. We were spared the cost
of hiring a hall, as the Ambassador very
kindly offered us the Embassy Ballroom
for our meetings. But we had to calculate
the expense of hiring chairs, the postage
and stationery required, printing of
notices, and a four-page Newsletter |
would write for those members unable to
attend meetings. The cost was beyond us.
I mentioned this to the late Lord Nelson
of Stafford, one of our Vice-Presidents,
who promised immediately to have our
notices and Newsletters copied at his
English Electric offices in the Strand, as
well as our annual statements. I still
remember Lord Nelson's generosity with
gratitude as we needed such help to put
the Society really on its feet. Mrs Rhodes
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and I managed the secretarial work
between us. We must have addressed
hundreds of envelopes and stuck on
endless stamps in those early years of the
Society. Another saving was achieved by
Ruth preparing the snacks for the
meetings. We would pack the sausage-
rolls, sandwiches, etc. into boxes and go
off in her little Fiat to wherever the
meeting was being held.

It was most auspicious that our very
first lecture-meeting on January 24th
(1962) was honoured by the presence of
HRH Crown Prince Birendra, then a
pupil at Eton, and HRH Prince
Gyanendra. The Minister for National
Guidance, Planning and Education,
Bishwabanda Thapa, was also present.
The well-known anthropologist,
Professor von Furer Haimendorf of the
School of Oriental and African Studies,
London Universitry, introduced us to the
'Sherpas of Eastern Nepal' with a
beautifully photographed film of
Kumjung and neighbouring villages.
About 70 members attended our first
cultural effort which was most
encouraging.

This set the pattern of the Society's
yearly activities. An Annual General
Meeting in the autumn, spring and winter
lecture-meetings, and a Birthday
telegram sent to our Patron, HM King
Mahendra every June.

In 1963 Mrs Rhodes felt we should
add a summer outing to our annual
programme. She arranged a coach ride
through the Cotswolds, a picnic lunch en
route, and a visit to Stanway Hall by
courtesy of Mr Guy and Lady Violet
Benson — a privilege as this house was
not open to the public.

Each year we have found different
venues. Gardens, Stately Homes (we
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enjoyed the Polo Match at Cowdray
Park), various boat trips down the
Thames including ‘Son et Lumiere’ at the
Tower of London, and our recent
enjoyable excursion when we ate our
curry supper while passing the
impressive Thames barriers. In 1976
General and the Rani Kiran went with us
to the Gurkha Museum at Church
Crookham, and we have enjoyed the
hospitality of many friends including
Lord and Lady Hunt, the Earl and
Countess of Limerick, Lord Camoys, Sir
Gilbert and Lady Inglefield, Mr Anthony
Wieler, and Mr & Mrs Paul Broomhall.
In 1972, after a picnic lunch in the
Broombhall garden, we visited the
battlefield at Hastings where we had a
lecture explaining how William of
Normandy's troops defeated King
Harold's army. Some Gurkha cadets from
Sandhurst were with us. One of them
said: ‘The English would NEVER have
lost if we Gurkhas had been here with
them!’

A Reception at the House of Lords in
honour of HRH Crown Prince Birendra
was held on 6th April 1964. Our Sponsor
was Field Marshal Viscount Slim, a Vice-
President of the Society. We were able to
express to His Royal Highness our
appreciation of his interest in the Society
and to wish him every success in his
studies.

I was very fortunate to receive the
sum of £450 from Rani Jagadamba
Kumari Devi, widow of General Madan
Shamsher J B Rana, to be used by the
Society for furthering interest in Nepal.
We decided to mount a photographic
exhibition with photographs contributed
by members. The Kodak Company gave
us a great deal of help by reducing their
price for enlargements and mountings,
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and Qantas Airways allowed us the free
use of their exhibition gallery in
Piccadilly. “The Kingdom of Nepal”
exhibition was launched with a Cocktail
Party on November 23rd 1966 and was
open to the general public from
November 24th to December 8th.

It was transferred to the Royal
Geographical Society and remained there
from December 1966 to June 1967 and
was seen by a large number of people.
On April 17th a Reception was held at
the RGS for HRH Princess Sharada and
the Kumar Khadga Bickram Shah when
they were able to view the photographs.

We tried unsuccessfully to find other
locations for this very interesting
exhibition but the expense of
transportation, insurance, etc. defeated us.

The Nepali Suppers at New Zealand
House did not start until February 1968.
We borrowed Mohansingh and his son
Puran from Mr Anthony Wierler to cook
the meal with the help of the ladies of the
Committee. Miss Jacqueline Cheny (Mrs
C N C Mitchell) was the organiser, and
in those days the Committee also washed
up the dishes! As the number of diners
increased it became difficult for amateurs
to cope, and we were glad to find Mr
Manandhar to do the catering. These
suppers have become a popular feature of
our winter programme. At the 1984
Supper, Captain Rambahadur Limbu,
VC, asked me if I remembered his son.
When Rambahadur came to London in
1966 to receive his decoration there was
a small party for him at the Embassy.
The late Mrs Aimee Huban (her son,
Captain John Huban, 1/5 Royal Gurkhas
Rifles, was killed in Italy fighting with
his men) brought toys for Rambahadur’s
children and I gave them to him. It was
good to hear that little Bhaktabahadur
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had grown up and joined his father's
regiment, the 10th Princess Mary's Own
Gurkha Rifles.

Apart from important guests who
attended our Nepali Suppers, several
receptions took place for visitors from
Nepal, among them the Reception on
May 17th 1966 at the Royal Hospital
Chelsea, in conjunction with the Gurkha
Brigade Association, for the Commander-
in-Chief of the Royal Nepalese Army,
General Surendra Bahadur Shah and the
Rani Surendra. In May 1969, the
Reception at the Army & Navy Club,
Pall Mall, was for the Rani Kaiser,
widow of Field Marshal Kaiser Shamsher
J B Rana, a Life Member of our Society
and founder of the Britain-Nepal Society.
She was accompanied by the Rani
Surendra, the Field Marshal's daughter.

Receptions have been held as well at
the House of Lords, Royal Overseas
League, the Alpine Club, and the English
Speaking Union for the Nepalese
Ambassadors and the British
Ambassadors to Nepal. Encouragement
and help have been given to us by
Ambassadors of both countries and
Embassy officials for which we offer
sincere thanks.

After General and the Rani Kiran
returned to Nepal, the next Ambassador
was Sri Jharendra N Singha who had
been First Secretary in London at the
birth of the Society. He and Bhuban
found our growth and success “most
gratifying”. The present Ambassador, Sri
Ishwari Raj Pandey, first visited London
in 1963 as Under-Secretary of the
Ministry of Economic Planning, and
returned as First Secretary in July 1968
until September 1972. We welcomed him
back in July 1983 with his courageous
wife, Gita, who manages to fulfil her
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commitments from a wheel-chair.

Lack of space allows for just a few
names, but all those who have served the
Society must accept our warmest
appreciation. Our Presidents: Lord Hunt,
Mr Arthur Kellas, and Sir George
Bishop. Chairmen: Mde Bhuban Singha,
Sir Chrispptopher Summerhayes, Sir
Antony Duff, Colonel Charles Wylie, Mr
Paul Broomhall, Brigadier Taggart, and
Colonel Colin Scott. Our dedicated and
hardworking Secretaries: The late Ruth
Rhodes, Lord Camoys, Mr Christopher
Cox, Colonel Eric Mercer, Miss Cynthia
Stephenson, and our indefatigable Celia
Brown. Vice-Chairmen and Treasurers:
Lady Wheeler, the Earl of Limerick, Mrs
Helen Lawrence, Mr Nicholas Rhodes,
Mr Anthony Wieler, Colonel Gregory
and Mr Rodney Turk. Hon. Auditors: Mr
A E Leach, Mr J K King and Lord
Chorley.

It was a great shock to learn that our
Patron had died on 31st January 1972. 1
had attended Their Majesties' departure
from London Airport on the 20th
November 1968 when the King had been
here for medical treatment, but His
Majesty was very well and cheerful when
I had an Audience on the 28th October
1971 at the Embassy. (Some of our
members will remember being presented
to our Royal Patron in October 1966.)
We were all greatly saddened by our loss,
and a letter of condolence was sent to
HRH Prince Birendra.

In February 1975 HE General Kiran
took our Coronation gift with him to
Kathmandu, and we celebrated with a
pre-Coronation Nepali Supper on
February 19th. (The Coronation took
place on February 24th.)

Their Royal Highnesses Princes
Gyanendra and the Princess Komal were
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our guests at the Reception at the Royal
Overseas League on the 28th September
1973. The Prince was to be our new
Patron. TRH were our guests again at a
dinner at the League on the 30th July
1981. Also present was HRH The Duke
of Gloucester, an Honorary Life Member
of the Society. In 1984 a dinner was held
at the English Speaking Union for our
Patron and HRH Princess Komal. The
Prince explained the aims of the King
Mahendra Wild Life Trust for Nature
Conservation in Nepal. He is Chairman
of this important and very necessary
foundation.

One cannot but regret that some of
our founder-members are no longer with
us. Sir Geoffrey Betham, Mr Kenneth
Keymer (his father built the famous rope-
railway to Kathmandu) and General
Shanker Shamsher J B Rana who died in
June 1976. Nepalese Ambassador in
London from 1949 to 1954, and one of
our Vice-Presidents, he and Ranisahiba
often entertained the British
Ambassadors to Nepal and our
Committee members in appreciation of
their work and help to the Society. He
also supported the Gurkha Welfare
Appeal. Colonel Ronnie Duncan (5th
Royal Gurkhas, PPF) a founder member
who died in 1963 is well remembered.
His widow Brenda now aged 90,
regularly attends our meetings. What
greater loyalty can we expect! Also much
missed is Clem Sykes of the British
Council who died recently. He was an
active member for 16 years and a
Committee member for most of that
period.

Lecture-meetings are the foundation
on which our Society has flourished, and
we have treated our members to well
over a hundred so far. From earliest times
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they have attracted 120 or more members
and guests, and their educational value
and the cultural information derived
increases one's understanding of Nepal.

It would require a large volume to
describe all these talks fully. I hope our
Lecturers, who gave so generously of
their time, will accept our warmest
thanks and forgive the omission of some
names.

Most people think of Nepal in terms
of mountains and spectacular views.
Lord Hunt, Sir Edmund Hillary, Colonel
Charles Wylie and a host of
mountaineers have taken us to heights
few of us could hope to attain. We sit
comfortably, warm and untired, and our
eyes undertake the hazardous task of
climbing.

On expeditions that do not attempt the
great peaks, we are able to acquaint
ourselves more intimately with the
inhabitants of the high hills. Many
Nepalese have seen in these illustrated
talks parts of their homeland they have
never witnessed.

In 1962 John Tyson, now Headmaster
of the Bura Nil Kanta Boys' School,
showed us his expedition to map the
Jagdula Lekh, Sisne Himal and the
Kanjiroba Himal.

In 1966 we saw his journey to Tukche
and Dolpo and in 1971 a trip through the
gorge of the Langhu river. In 1966
Professor Haimendorf showed us “The
Bhotias of West Nepal”, in1967
anthropological field work in Nepal, and
in Humla (1972) and the training
societies in Nepal (1978). In 1966 we
saw Dr David Snellgrove's “Cultural
Survey in Nepal” and the life of a Sherpa
in 1980. Nancy Noel's subject in 1982
was “Less Well Known Aspects of
Nepal” and Mr P S J B Rana, FRCS,
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spoke on “Evolution of Modern
Medicine in Nepal”.

The various expeditions and treks,
including some notable films by Sir
George Bishop, emphasise the difficulty
of transport and journeys, especially for
the sick. Several doctors related their
experiences but Dr Peter Steele managed
to bring some fun into medical life.

Projects for the 1962 Three Year Plan
were shown by Mr Andrew Shearer after
our AGM in 1963. The English Electric
Company had re-equipped the (1911)
hydro-electric station at Pharphing.
Equipment was supplied for the
Sunderijul and Thara Khola stations, as
well as the Kathmandu 11000 volt ring
main system. In 1965 Major Tom Spring-
Smyth told us about the Karnali Project
in West Nepal.

Quite in contrast was a film shown in
1974 by the late Prince Peter of Greece
and Denmark which filled older members
with nostalgia. This was Kathmandu in
1951 when Buddhist relics were brought
to the city. THR the Duke and Duchess
of Gloucester were at this meeting. Our
young members had a chance to see
“Nepal of the Past” when the late Mr
Kenneth Keymer showed black and
white slides from a vintage magic
lantern. Those slides should be kept in
archives somewhere for they gave a
historical picture of Nepal as it was in
the early part of this century.

Films on the flora of Nepal by both
Adam Stainton and Tony Schilling are
extremely popular. Their knowledge of
Himalayan flowers, trees and shrubs is
authoritative and their films a delight.
We owe a debt to these plant collectors
for many of the beautiful Himalayan
plants that grace our gardens today.
Much useful work has been undertaken
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by the British Museum (Natural History)
in the field of zoology, botany and
entomology. Mr K Hyatt, on of our
members, has shown films of their
findings (1963 and 1972), and the Green
Jackets also undertook high altitude
research on these subjects for the Natural
History Museum (Film of 1972). Birds
and Butterflies have not been neglected
and we have had two splendid films on
the wild life of Nepal (1981 and 1984).
It is fortunate that John Sanday is
restoring the ancient and unique
monuments in Nepal. The work is vital
and he continues to do it with great care
and understanding of the materials and
methods used by the original craftsmen
and builders. In 1977 the Society donated
£100 towards the restoration of the
Surajya window in the Hanuman Dhoka.
His films on the architecture of the Nepal
valley are always a revelation, and he is
to be congratulated on reviving the old
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national crafts. His first talk to the
Society was published in the first number
of our now popular Journal (1977).

A very successful special meeting was
held on May 23rd 1983 to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the first flight over
Everest by the Marquis of Clydesdale
and Flight Lieutenant David MaclIntyre
in 1933. This splendid achievement by
British pilots and aircraft should have
been celebrated nationally. It is to the
honour of our Society that we paid
tribute to these brave men. Once again |
must thank Dr William Brown (Celia's
husband) for finding the film of the flight
for us to show at our meeting.

Over a period of twenty-five years a
very large number of people have given
their services generously as Vice-
Presidents and ordinary members of the
Committee. They deserve appreciation
and thanks for their contribution to the
success of the Society.
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WorldWide Volunteering

Volunteering opportunities for people of
all ages throughout the UK and
worldwide

WWW.WWV.org.uk T. 01935 825588

worldvol@worldvol.co.uk F. 01935 825775

“You are never too old to volunteer”

17

S



76039 BritainNepal 34 TEX:49231 Britain Ne% 30 TEX 23/8/11 12:16 Page 18

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

I have trawled through the secretary’s
reports and have listed some of the high
lights of Society events:

1985 — To mark the Society’s silver
jubilee a reception was held in October
in the Banqueting House, Whitehall in
the presence of HRH Prince Charles and
HRH Prince Gyanendra. A dinner was
also arranged by the Anglo-Nepal
Parliamentary Group in the House of
Commons. Lectures that year included
one by Lord Hunt on his mountaineering
expeditions over the years. Mr Hermanta
Mishra from the King Mahendra Trust
spoke about the Trust’s aims to conserve
wildlife in Nepal.

1986 — A reception was arranged by the
Anglo-Nepal Parliamentary Group at the
House of Commons. Lectures included
one by Mike Cheney on his 21 years in
Nepal centred on his trekking exploits
and another by Lt Col Tony Streather on
his climbs in the Himalayas.

1987 — Sir Arthur Norman of the UK
branch of the King Mahendra Trust
spoke about the Annapurna Conservation
Area Project.

1988 — The Society raised £5300 for
earthquake relief in eastern Nepal.

1989 — A reception was held for HRH
Prince Dipendra in the House of
Commons. The Society outing was for
curry lunch at Queen Elizabeth’s
Barracks, Church Crookham followed by
a visit to the newly opened Gurkha
Museum in Winchester.

1990 — Lectures included those by Mr
Chris Walters & Mr Roger Brown from
Binneys on water projects to obtain water
for Kathmandu, Dr Michael Hutt from
SOAS and Mr Neil Weir on ear surgery
camps.

1991 — Lectures included Nepalese coins
by Nicholas Rhodes, Kadoorie Aid by Lt
Col Alistair Langlands and Himalayan
wilderness by Roger Mear. An outing
was made to Stowe School.

1992 — The Nepali Supper was held for
the first time at St Colomba’s Church
Hall. HRH Prince Gyanendra was able to
attend. A Society outing was held with
boat trip on the River Thames. The FCO
and the Society committee held a lunch
for the Speaker of the new Nepalese
Parliament.

1993 — Lectures were given by Maj
Dudley Spain on the King Mahendra
Trust, a trip to Lo Mantang by Lt Col
Gerry Birch and on the Yakha people of
east Nepal by Dr Andrew Russell from
Durham University. The outing with the
Yetis was to Blenheim Palace.

1994 — Lectures were given by Dr Rita
Gardner on her soil erosion work and by
Col Newton Dunn on the Gurkha Welfare
Trust. A reception was held for the
Deputy Prime Minister of Nepal, Mr MK
Nepal at the House of Commons and
later that year the Prime Minister, Mr
Man Mohan Adhikari spoke at Chatham
House during a flying visit to Europe.

1995 — Mrs Mayura Brown was awarded
the Prasida Prabal Gurkha Daksin Bahu
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II by HM King Birendra. The investiture
was held at the Royal Nepalese Embassy
by the ambassador.

1996 — Lectures were given by

Dr Andrew Hall on the Lang Tang
region, by Neil Weir on otology in Nepal
and by Julia Hegewald on water
architecture found in the temples of the
Kathmandu valley.

1998 — A reception in honour of HRH
Prince Gyanendra was held at the House
of Commons.

1999 — An outing to Stonor Park, the
home of Lord Camoys, took place in the
summer. A reception was held at the
House of Lords attended by both our
president, HRH The Duke of Gloucester
and our patron, HRH Prince Gyanendra.

2000 — A fascinating lecture was given
by Lt Col Charles Wylie and Lord
Chorley on their adventures climbing
Machapuchare. Another lecture featured
three young people about their ‘gap’ year
experiences. Society members attended a
lecture by Dr Flamand on veterinary
work in Chitwan National Park. A
summer outing took in both the Gurkha
Museum at Winchester and the Gurkha
Garden at the Hillier Arboretum
masterminded by Maj Tom Spring-
Smythe.

2001 — This was a sad year due to the
death of HM King Birendra which
resulted in our patron succeeding his
brother to become King of Nepal. A
small group of members went to Nepal in
the autumn despite a decision to
postpone a possible Society sponsored
trip to Nepal until 2002. Postponement
was due to the ‘9/11° tragedy in New
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York. The summer outing was to
Wrotham Place, the head office of the
Lawrie Group PLC, the company for
which our chairman Peter Leggatt
worked.

2002 — The lecture programme included a
talk by George Band on Everest and the
Hillary schoolos. A summer outing took
place at Whipsnade Zoo. The Nepalese
one-horned rhinos were a great attraction.

2003 — The lecture programme included
one by Maj Kelvin Kent on the 1972
British attempt on the southwest face of
Everest. HRH The Duke of Gloucester
attended the Nepali supper at Pont Street
and in the summer an outing down the
Thames to the barrier was a popular
event.

2004 — Lectures were given by Dr Gillian
Holdsworth on the work of the Britain
Nepal Medcial Trust and Philip Holmes
on the Esther Benjamin’s Trust; also

Mr Chris Evans spoke about the perma
culture project at Jajarkot to improve
agricultural methods in inaccessible
places. The summer outing was a picnic
in the grounds of the Royal Hospital
Chelsea.

Following the AGM at the embassy

Mr David Waterhouse spoke about his
recently published book on the long
serving nineteenth century British
Resident at Kathmandu, Brian Houghton
Hodgson.

2005 — An evening with Michael Palin
was held in the Nepalese embassy as a
fund-raising event for BRINOS. The
summer outing was to Kew Gardens.

2006 — The lecture programme included
Sandra Noel talking about her father,
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Capt John Noel, on early 20th century
expeditions to Everest, Maj Corrigan on
the Anglo-Nepal war and Col David
Hayes on the present Brigade of
Gurkhas. The summer outing was a
picnic at Eltham Palace.

2007 — Lectures included an update on
the Gurkha Welfare Trust a review of the
new terms of service for the Brigade of
Gurkhas by Col Hayes, Colonel Brigade
of Gurkhas; Professor Michael Hutt of
SOAS reviewed the political situation in
Nepal in respect of the Maoist
insurgency. A rather damp outing was
held at Polesden Lacey.

2008 — Lectures included the experiences
of small team from the Royal School of
Arts who went to help villagers of east
Nepal with design and production of
material and garments made from nettles
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(allo). Professor David Howard spoke
about his work on Everest on human
physiology. The Society had a stall with
the Britain - Nepal Chamber of
Commerce at the Trade & Tourism Fair
on 21 & 22 September held at
Limkokwing University in Piccadilly.

2009 — HE Dr Andrew Hall, a Society
member and current ambassador in
Kathmandu updated the Society on the
present political situation in Nepal.
George Band, the youngest member of
the successful 1953 Everest team and
chairman of the Himalayan Trust UK,
spoke about the work of this charity set
up by the late Sir Edmund Hillary to
provide schools in the Solu Khumbu
region. An outing was held to the Gurkha
Museum in Winchester.

GDB
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THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR’S RESIDENCE AT KATHMANDU
Dr Andrew Hall
(The author was formerly HM Ambassador at Kathmandu, 2006 -2010.
The views expressed here are his own.)

Nepal, including a
troop of cavalry (the
Nepal Escort). It
included a church, a
greenhouse, a miniature
700, a bird sanctuary —
and a cemetery, whose
first occupant was
buried in 1820.

The first Residence,
according to a sketch
(Plate 1) by the brother
of its most famous
occupant, Brian

Plate 1 Sketch of the Residence by Hodgson's brother Houghton Hodgson —
who, between 1820 and

The old Legation House 1843, was successively Assistant

Nepal was obliged to accept a British Resident, then Acting Resident, then
Resident at Kathmandu following war Resident in his own right - was a

in 1814-16 with the East India substantial stone-built house. Hodgson
Company, concluded by the Treaty of was also provided with a summer
Sugauli. The Hon Edward Gardner cottage, on a ridge to the north west of

presented his credentials to King Girvan  the Kathmandu Valley at a place then
Yuddha at the royal palace of Nuwakot called Koulia, in the vicinity of the

in 1816 and the Residency was village of Ranipauwa. A sketch by
established on land to the
north west of Kathmandu
gifted by the King - but
believed locally to be ‘ill-
omened’. It was noted in 1948
that, “The original title deeds,
if there were any, have been
lost”.
The 50-acre site in
Lainchaur (named from the
English ‘lines’, the usual name
for British enclaves throughout
India) incorporated not only
Gardner’s Residence but all
the offices and accoutrements
of the British presence in Plate 2 Kakani Bungalow c. 1918
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Hodgson’s successor,
Sir Henry Lawrence
(1843-45), shows the
original bungalow at
Koulia, which was
later destroyed. Its
replacement, still in
the possession of the
British Embassy,
stands on the ridge at
Kakani, just to the
west of the boundary
of the Shivapuri
National Park. (See
Plates 2 & 3)

The original
Residence (Plate 4)
was rebuilt in 1884,
(Plate 5) in the style of the villas and
bungalows then found throughout the
hill stations of British India. But this
building was badly damaged in the great
earthquake of 1934 which destroyed
swathes of Kathmandu and led to
substantial loss of life. Although repairs
were made, the house was eventually
demolished towards the end of 1940.
The Minister, as the Resident was now
styled, Lt Col (later Sir) Geoffrey
Betham and his wife, shifted temporarily
to the First Secretary’s residence.

Work began the following year on a
new building. The Maharaja of Nepal,
Joodha Shumshere Rana, laid the
foundation stone on 1 May 1941 —a
photograph in the collection of
Betham’s granddaughter, Mrs Vanessa
Miller, shows the Maharaja in full
regalia and Betham in diplomatic
uniform at the ceremony. Betham’s
initial enthusiasm was somewhat dented
by the inevitable delays that set in. He
wrote to London in February 1942 that
construction work had been "sorely
retarded owing to the difficulty of

22
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Plate 3 Kakani Bungalow 2008

getting the material of the required
standard through the Nepalese
Government". But when, eventually, the
Bethams moved in to their new home
they were delighted with the result: "It
is a magnificent two-storied building
constructed on the most up to date
earthquake-proof plan and is fitted with
electricity and modern sanitation".
Within a few years, though, the
building's shortcomings had become
more apparent, with a visiting Ministry
of Works official complaining that the
house was "built in the New Delhi style
which is unsuitable to the climatic and
general conditions in Kathmandu".

Division of the spoils

Betham retired from Nepal in 1944, to
be succeeded by Lt Col GA Falconer.
With the independence of Pakistan and
India in August 1947, properties
formerly belonging to British India were
to be apportioned between the new
successor states. (Another consequence
of Indian independence was that
Falconer was the last British Minister
and the first British Ambassador to
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Plate 4 Residence 1874

Nepal, where he continued to serve until
1951.) India, as the only one of them
represented in Nepal, appeared to have a
reasonable claim to assume title over
the old British embassy, but when
negotiations became deadlocked over
the desire of both India and Pakistan to
acquire the Kabul embassy. India
opened a temporary embassy in 1948 at
the small palace of Shital Niwas, further
north on Maharajgunj (today the official
residence of Nepal's President).

The Maharaja offered Britain a new
embassy site adjoining the old one. The
new British embassy was to be
significantly smaller than its
predecessor. A Foreign Office report of
1948 called for a new residence "not of
grandiose design, but sufficient to be
representative and not to look too
modest in comparison with the Indian
Embassy, which will be next door".

However a political crisis intervened,
with the flight of King Tribhuvan and
most of his family to the Indian
Embassy at Shital Niwas on 6
November 1950 and his subsequent
departure to India. King Tribhuvan
returned to Kathmandu to assume full
power on 18 February 1951, promising
his people a democratic constitution
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framed by an elected Constituent
Assembly (a promise not to be
delivered until 57 years later,
when elections were finally held
in 2008 to form a Constituent
Assembly; the Assembly’s first
act, on 28 May 2008, was to
ratify the abolition of the
monarchy). Amid the turmoil,
plans to relocate the British
Embassy were high on nobody’s
priorities.

Wearying of the still
unresolved dispute between India and
Pakistan, the British Foreign Office
Minister, Herbert Morrison, finally
wrote to both Prime Ministers in
December 1951, proposing to relinquish
the Kathmandu embassy to India (and
eventually the Kabul property did pass
to Pakistan).

Although the new Prime Minister,
MP Koirala, had reaffirmed the old
Rana promise of land to the new
Ambassador, Sir Christopher
Summerhayes (1951-55), progress was
soon stymied over two issues. One
concerned the temporary arrangements
to be made. The British wished to move
into the palace of Shital Niwas,
effectively swapping with the Indians,
while they constructed their new
Embassy on the site promised by the
Government. M P Koirala was evasive;
Summerhayes believed it was because
he wanted Shital Niwas for his own use.
Instead he proposed the British move
temporarily to Bahadur Bhavan.
Bahadur Bhavan was a larger palace
situated off Kantipath, the property of
General Bahadur. (Later it was to
become the renowned Royal Hotel;
currently it houses the offices of the
Election Commission.) But
Summerhayes was not keen: Bahadur
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Bhavan needed substantial renovations
and the owner wished to retain a portion
for his own use. In the face of steadfast
Nepalese opposition to allowing
temporary use of Shital Niwas —
Summerhayes even tried to enlist the
King’s support, but to no avail - plans
for a temporary move were shelved.
Even more troublesome was the
question of Plot 4, a spur of land
attached to the old embassy site which
projected southwards into the planned
new site. Its particular importance to the
British, given their need for
accommodation, was that it was already
the site of the Second Secretary's
bungalow. India proved reluctant to part
with Plot 4: Summerhayes and his
Indian counterpart Sir CPN Singh
exchanged numerous polite but rather
chilly letters. The Indian, not
surprisingly, was impatient to take
possession of the embassy to which his
government was indisputably entitled,
particularly as his successor was soon
due to arrive. Summerhayes, backed by
instructions from London, would not
budge until the British had possession
of Plot 4. Finally, in October 1952, the

Plate 5 Residence c. 1918
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new Indian Ambassador, Bal Krishna
Gokhale, agreed to the transfer of Plot
4, subject to several conditions. At last
the way was clear for the British move
to the site next door.

Forest House
As early as 1948 it had been foreseen
that the new British Embassy would
have many fewer staff than its
predecessor. Initially the plan had been
to build the new Embassy more or less
from scratch. The architect’s estimate
was a rough total of £66,000 for all the
new buildings which would be required
(Residence, Chancery, First Secretary’s
residence, Archivist’s residence,
servants’ quarters, guards’ quarters,
stores etc). But these plans were soon
scaled down, presumably for lack of
funds for such a project in the post-war
years. Now Summerhayes came up with
a cheaper option: to adapt and refurbish
the buildings on the land to be
purchased from the Government of
Nepal. His plan saw the Ambassador
moving to Forest House, his deputy to
the Second Secretary’s house on Plot 4,
the old Post Office becoming the
Chancery and the
adjacent wireless
operator’s cottage
becoming the Second
Secretary’s
accommodation.
Forest House, also
referred to as Forest
Park, had previously
been occupied by
Evelyn Smythies.
Smythies had retired
after a distinguished
career with the Indian
Forestry Service as the
Chief Conservator of



Forests for the United Provinces. In
1940 he arrived in Kathmandu to take
up the position of Forest Adviser to the
Nepal Government. It remains unclear
how far Smythies himself was
responsible for building or adapting
Forest House. The central core, judging
from its construction method, is of a
style typical of nineteenth and early
twentieth century buildings in
Kathmandu but a subsequent addition —
possibly by Smythies himself — added
an additional wing, allowing for an
extra bedroom.

The Smythies left Nepal in 1947 and
the Forest House reverted to the
Government of Nepal. By 1952 it was
occupied by the Prime Minister, MP
Koirala. When there was “a mild
rebellion” on the night of 22/23 January
1952, “the Forest House with
comparatively low walls round it was
easily surrounded by the insurgents and

the Prime Minister was lucky to escape”.

The Prime Minister immediately moved
to a better protected house and a junior
Minister was allowed to move into the
Forest House until it was vacated for
British use later that year.

The move to the new Embassy
A first Agreement for Sale with HM
Government of Nepal was signed on 27
February 1953 between the British
Minister of Works and Khadgaman
Singh Basnayat, Counsellor for Foreign
Affairs. The UK agreed to pay
£11,256—7s—6d sterling (equivalent to
Mohar Rupees 221,750-50) for three
plots and the main buildings on the
land, Forest House and the Post Office.
The agreement stipulated that if the
UK no longer required the land and
buildings then right of first refusal
reverted to the Government of Nepal to
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buy back the land at the then purchase
price (£5,942-5s—6d) and the buildings at
their current value. Should the offer not
be accepted within one month the UK
would be at liberty to sell the property on
the open market. The transaction was
confirmed in a Deed of Sale of 4 March
1954 between the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, D R Regmi, and the UK Minister
of Works.

Finally, on 12 March 1954,
Summerhayes handed over the old
Embassy to India: “It is hoped that this
was done without significant loss of
prestige and the move in any case took
place in a friendly atmosphere after the
previous wrangles”. The Indian
Ambassador being absent in Delhi, the
Charge d’ Affaires wrote to “convey deep
appreciation and thanks for the handing
over of both the Embassy house and
furnishings in it in such good condition”.

Summerhayes also wrote to Nepalese
Foreign Minister Regmi on 25 March
1954 to place on record that he had
handed over the old Embassy property
while retaining two plots of land. One
was the troublesome Plot 4 (wrangling
with India over payment for it continued
for decades afterwards), the other the old
Cemetery to the west of the Embassy, for
which no original Deed could be found
but which had been in use since the first
burial in 1820. Foreign Minister Regmi
acknowledged this communication on 30
March 1954.

The new Embassy was established on
a site of some eight acres. Works were set
in hand to make the various properties on
the new compound habitable. It became
clear that no new money would be
forthcoming from the Ministry of Works
for a significant building programme.
Instead, Forest House was extended by
widening and walling in its verandah on

S



the south side to form the new entrance
hall and enlarging the drawing room by
building an extension on the south side.
This also allowed for an extension to the
main bedroom above. The dining room
was enlarged by incorporating the
existing pantry. The nearby old Post
Office was adapted to become the
temporary Chancery and the two-storied
cottage adjacent to it refurbished. All
properties were provided with water-
borne sanitation and electric light. Most
materials for the works had to be sent up
from India, using the ropeway, since
Kathmandu was still not at this stage

connected by road with the outside world.

The Residence today (Plate 6)

Further internal adjustments and
improvements have been made over the
years to the Residence, and additional
staff and office accommodation has
been built within the compound, but the
four original properties otherwise
remain much as they were in 1954.

Plate 6 Residence 2008
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However, structural surveys indicate
that Forest House would perform
extremely poorly in the event of another
great earthquake, such as that of 1934,
in the vicinity of Kathmandu, a
consideration which does not seem to
have been addressed in 1954.
Investigations continue to iden