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The Bulletin of Tibetology seeks to serve the specialist as well
as the general reader with an interest in the field of study. The
motif portraying the Stupa on the mountains suggests the
dimensions of the field.
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CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT

Buddhist Himalaya: Studies in Religion, History and Culture
The Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, Gangtok, Sikkim;
October 1-5, 2008

The Namgyal Institute of Tibetology in Gangtok, Sikkim, will celebrate
its Golden Jubilee in 2008. Since its inauguration by His Holiness the
14™ Dalai Lama of Tibet in 1957 and official opening by the then
Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru in 1958, the Institute has been
India’s leading centre for the study of Tibetan and Himalayan Buddhist
culture. As the centrepiece of the Jubilee celebrations, the NIT will host
an international conference in Gangtok from 1-5 October 2008 on the
theme of Buddhist Himalaya: Studies in Religion, History and Culture.
The conference will be officially opened by a distinguished guest and
include a programme of cultural events. It will coincide with the
presentation of an Atisha relic to the NIT’s museum, as well as the
release of new publications by the Institute. The conference will also
suitably inaugurate the Institute’s new library and conference facilities
wing, which is scheduled for completion early in 2008.

The conference, which is being organised by the Institute Director
Tashi Densapa and the Research Coordinator Dr Anna Balikci-
Denjongpa, will bring together around 90 leading scholars, educators,
dignitaries and interested persons in the field of Himalayan Buddhist
studies (particularly as they relate to Sikkim). While the majority will
come from various parts of South Asia, there will also be a number of
distinguished scholars attending from Europe, Japan and the United
States. Participation is by invitation only, although observers are
welcome to attend under their own auspices.

The language of the conference will be English, which is widely
spoken in Sikkim, however there will be panels for local scholars
which will be held in Sikkimese/Tibetan. The academic programme
will include a maximum of 60 papers to be presented by local and
foreign participants during the course of the conference.

The conference proceedings will subsequently be published under
the editorship of the conference’s Academic Convenor, Dr Alex
McKay, a historian of the Himalayas and affiliated fellow at the
International Institute for Asian Studies in Leiden, The Netherlands,
and the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, Sikkim.






