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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

RICHARD J. DAVIDSON is the William James and Vilas Research
Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry, Director of the Waisman
Laboratory for Brain Imaging and Behavior, the Laboratory for
Affective Neuroscience and the Center for Investigating Healthy
Minds, Waisman Center at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
received his Ph.D. from Harvard University in Psychology and has
been at Wisconsin since 1984. He has published more than 250 articles,
many chapters and reviews and edited 13 books. He has been a member
of the Mind and Life Institute’s Board of Directors since 1991. He is
the recipient of numerous awards for his research including a National
Institute of Mental Health Research Scientist Award, a MERIT Award
from NIMH, an Established Investigator Award from the National
Alliance for Research in Schizophrenia and Affective Disorders
(NARSAD), a Distinguished Investigator Award from NARSAD, the
William James Fellow Award from the American Psychological
Society, and the Hilldale Award from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. He was the Founding Co-Editor of the new American
Psychological Association journal EMOTION and is Past-President of
the Society for Research in Psychopathology and of the Society for
Psychophysiological Research. He was the year 2000 recipient of the
most distinguished award for science given by the American
Psychological Association—the Distinguished Scientific Contribution
Award. In 2003 he was elected to the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences and in 2004 he was elected to the Wisconsin Academy of
Sciences, Arts and Letters. He was named one of the 100 most
influential people in the world by Time Magazine in 2006. In 2006 he
was also awarded the first Mani Bhaumik Award by UCLA for
advancing the understanding of the brain and conscious mind in
healing. Madison Magazine named him Person of the Year in 2007.

JAY L. GARFIELD (MA, PhD University of Pittsburgh) is Doris Silbert
Professor in the Humanities and Professor of Philosophy, Director of
the Five College Tibetan Studies in India Program and Director of the
Logic Program at Smith College. He is also Professor in the graduate
faculty of Philosophy at the University of Massachusetts, Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Melbourne and Adjunct Professor of
Philosophy at the Central University of Tibetan Studies. Professor
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Garfield’s research addresses problems in the foundations of cognitive
science, particularly psycholinguistic development; philosophical logic;
Buddhist philosophy, particularly Indian and Tibetan Madhyamaka and
Yogacara and modern Buddhism; hermeneutics and cross-cultural
interpretation; and the history of Indian philosophy in the pre-
independence period. He is (co)-author, (co)-translator or (co)-editor of
20 books and over 100 articles. His recent books include Fundamental
Wisdom of the Middle Way: Nagarjuna’s Miulamadhyamakakarika,
Empty Words: Buddhist Philosophy and Cross-Cultural Interpretation;
Ocean of Reasoning: A Great Commentary on Nagarjuna’s
Milamadhyamakakarika; Pointing at the Moon: Buddhism, Logic and
Analytic Philosophy, TransBuddhism: Translation, Transmission and
Transformation; Buddhist Philosophy. Essential Readings; The Oxford
Hanbook of World Philosophy, Moonshadows: Conventional Truth in
Buddhist Philosophy, Indian Philosophy in English: Renaissance to
Independence; and Contrary Thinking: Selected Essays of Daya
Krishna.

LAURENT NOTTALE. Post-graduate degrees: Ecole Centrale de Paris
(1975); PhD (Doctorat d’Etat) in physics (speciality: astrophysics) from
Paris 6 University (1980). Current researching position: Director of
research at CNRS (French National Centre of Scientific Research).
Laboratory: LUTH (Laboratory 'Universe and Theories'), Paris-
Meudon Observatory, France. Research interests: Astrophysics:
cosmology, gravitational lensing, planetology. Theoretical physics:
relativity theories, quantum mechanics. Theory of Scale relativity and
Fractal space-time: applications to various sciences. Laurent Nottale
has more than 200 scientific publications. His main books are: Fractal
Space-Time and Microphysics: Toward a Theory of Scale Relativity
(330 pp). World Scientific, 1993. La Relativité dans tous ses Etats: Au-
dela de l'espace-temps (319 pp). Hachette, 1998 (in French). Scale
Relativity and Fractal Space-Time. A New Approach to Unifying
Relativity and Quantum Mechanics, Imperial College Press, 2010 (800
pp). Web page: http://www.luth.obspm.fr/~luthier/nottale/index.html

CHETAN RAJ SHRESTHA did his Bachelor of Architecture from Mumbai
University in 2002 and his Masters in Heritage Conservation from
Sydney in 2007. He has worked professionally in Sikkim and Australia.
He is currently based in Gangtok where he works in a collaborative
practice. He also writes fiction in his spare time and a collection of his
short stories is scheduled to be published soon.
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GARY CHOPEL is a practicing architect from Gangtok and Senior
Architect for the Buildings & Housing Dept, Govt of Sikkim. He
studied architecture from the prestigious School of Planning &
Architecture, New Delhi, and did an earthquake resistant design course
from IIT, Roorkee. He has consulted on various cultural and religious
projects and has undertaken the Cultural Resource Mapping project for
the entire state of Sikkim for INTACH. He was awarded a number of
certificates of merit from the Govt of Sikkim for his architectural
designs. At present he has projects all over Sikkim and in Bhutan.
Contact: garychopel@gmail.com

KERRY LITTLE is an Australian writer, researcher and PhD candidate at
University of Technology, Sydney. Her work involves recording
traditional and contemporary Lepcha narratives and examining how
modernity and globalisation has impacted on Lepchas' connection to
their culture. She has presented her findings at University conferences
in Australia and India and her articles have appeared in several
international academic journals. They include: 2007, ‘Lepcha hunters'
narratives of their hidden landscapes’, Bulletin of Tibetology 43:1-2
(pp-81-97) 2008, ‘Lepcha narratives of their threatened sacred
landscapes’, Transforming Cultures, eJournal: 3:1, 2009, ‘Deep
Ecology, Dams, and Dzonguland’, The Trumpeter, Journal of
Ecosophy 25:1, 2010, ‘Democracy reigns supreme in Sikkim? A long
march and a short visit strains democracy for Lepcha marches in
Sikkim, Australian Humanities Review (Ecological Humanities) 48,
2010, ‘From the villages to the cities: the battlegrounds for Lepcha
protests’, Transforming Cultures, eJournal: 5:1.
kerrylittle@bigpond.com

HissEy WONGCHUK BHUTIA studied Buddhist Philosophy at the
Institute for Higher Nyingma Studies in Gangtok and obtained his
Acharya degree (M.A.) from the Institute of Sampurananda Sanskrit
Visva Vidhyalaya, Varanasi. He works at the Namgyal Institute of
Tibetology as Research Assistant for the Sikkimese Monasticism
project while simultaneously doing his PhD on the History of Tashiding
Monastery at Visva-Bharati University, Shantiniketan. He co-editored
with Saul Mullard Royal Records: The Sikkimese Palace Archives,
Andiast: International Institute of Tibetan and Buddhist Studies (2010).

FELICITY SHAW is a retired academic librarian long resident in Hong
Kong. Since the mid-1980s she has been engaged in research and
writing on library development in Bhutan, with presentations at
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international meetings. School libraries were a particular interest for
many years but now that the libraries are for the most part adequately
equipped and reasonably well run her focus is primarily on the National
Library which is entering a new and challenging phase of development
following conclusion of a long-term twinning project with the Royal
Library, Denmark. She began following the evolution of the National
Library (established 1967) in 1984, when the library moved into its
own purpose-built premises, and since then has had published several
papers chronicling different aspects of its development. She has also
made presentations on the National Library at international
conferences. The paper presented here has been developed from a
presentation made at the AAS/ICAS Joint Conference, Honolulu,
March 31-April 3, 2011.

MELANIE VANDENHELSKEN is a Doctor in anthropology and a
researcher at the Institute for Social Anthropology at the Austrian
Academy of Sciences. She is currently carrying out a research project
(started in 2010, funded by the Austrian Science Fund) entitled ‘Social
grouping, ethnicity and state in Sikkim. Constructions of social groups
and interethnic relationships in a Himalayan State of India’ (see:
http://www.oeaw.ac.at/sozant). The research project explores the ways
and modes of construction of ethnicity and collective identities in
Sikkim. This research is based on long-term fieldwork: M¢lanie
Vandenhelsken resided five years in Sikkim since 1995, including two
years as a researcher for the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology. She has
published in 2011: ‘The Enactment of Tribal Unity at the Periphery of
India: The political role of a new form of the Panglhabsol Buddhist
ritual in Sikkim’, European Bulletin of Himalayan Research 38 (81-
118). She formerly studied the social, economic and political
involvements of the oldest Sikkimese Buddhist monastery. Her
dissertation is entitled: The Buddhist Monastery of Pemayangtse in
Sikkim (Oriental Himalayas, India): a Monastery in the World (2003).
She has authored two articles on Pemayangtse and Tashiding
monasteries in the Bulletin of Tibetology: Vol. 39 (1) and (with Hissey
Wongchuk) Vol. 42 (1&2).

PER K. SORENSEN is professor of Tibetology (Central Asian Studies) at
the University of Leipzig, Germany. He carried out extensive research
in Tibet and the Himalayas and headed a project at the National Library
in Bhutan over the last 15 years. He is the author of numerous books
dealing with the literature, history and culture of Tibet and Bhutan.
Aside from Divinity Secularized (1990), and The Mirror Illuminating
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the Royal Genealogies (1994), his latest works include the trilogy,
Civilization at the Foot of Mount Shampo (2000), Thundering Falcon
(2005) and Rulers on the Celestial Plain (2007) co-authored with
Guntram Hazod. Upcoming books include Empire Road (co-edited
with André Alexander) and a new revised translation of the Royal
Chronicle of Sikkim with John Ardussi.

HELEEN PLAISIER (Ph.D. Leiden University, 2006) is dedicated to the
study of the Lepcha language and culture. She has completed a
grammar of Lepcha and has done extensive research into Lepcha
manuscript texts. She is currently completing an analytical edition of a
nineteenth-century Lepcha-English dictionary. Main publications:
Catalogue of Lepcha Manuscripts in the Van Manen Collection, Kern
Institute Miscellanea 11, Leiden, Kern Institute (2003); A Grammar of
Lepcha, Brill's Tibetan Studies Library, Languages of the Greater
Himalayan Region 5, Leiden, Brill (2007); ‘A key to four transcription
systems of Lepcha’, in Himalayan Languages and Linguistics, Studies
in Phonology, Semantics, Morphology and Syntax, Mark Turin and
Bettina Zeisler (eds), Brill's Tibetan Studies Library 5, Leiden, Brill
(2011).



