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& Research Centre

From the Director

| do not think | can adequately convey the feeling of overwhelming pleasure
which the publication of the first issue of our newsletter has given all of us at the
Doon Library & Research Centre. Our happiness and satisfaction, and dare |
say more than a small dose of pride, is akin to what is experienced by all new
parents. Our whole family has been rejoicing at the birth of this new child that
we have collectively named HIMADRI. The name has been chosen to convey
our organic roots in, and spiritual affinity with, the mighty mountain range that
stands as the guardian of our land. In fact, there is quite a paradox here.
Though we claim this newsletter, HIMADRI, as our progeny, we are actually the
children of this mighty mountain. Like all children we tend to take it for granted
but the great mountain, like a loving parent, does not forsake us. It is always
there, right in front of us. All we have to do is look up and we cannot miss its
presence.

Through this newsletter, which we hope to publish quarterly, we wish to establish
a dialogue with the members of the library and indeed with all well-wishers. A
dialogue, it hardly needs repetition, is a two-way process. The party initiating it
certainly has its say, but then it also has to listen, and respond, to the other
party. That is what we hope to achieve. We will surely be having our say by
bringing news and information about ourselves. At the same time we will not
only welcome, but strongly urge, all our readers to tell us what they feel — about
us, our work and activities or even about any issue that they feel deserves a
wider airing and discussion among the discerning public (which we presume all
our readers are). So please do write to us. While we welcome all compliments
(and please be generous with your praise; who doesn’t like a good dose of
flattery!), believe me when | say that we will especially be grateful to you for
pointing out our shortcomings. But please don’t stop at criticism; follow it up
with constructive suggestions for improvement. Let me assure you that we will
make sincere efforts to overcome our shortcomings and come up to your
expectations.

Our library is now two years old. | hope you will agree with me that it has come
a long way in this short time. Forgive me for sharing with you how it all began. It
goes to show how some great ideas and institutions have a rather modest
beginning. The idea of a library took shape during the course of a conversation
that | had with two great litterateurs of Dehradun — Allan Sealy and Arvind
Krishna Mehrotra. | happened to mention that one of my ambitions was to build
a good library in the field of social sciences and humanities in Dehradun, a
highly literate city which lacked a good library. Both of them immediately
endorsed the idea and asked me to prepare some sort of a blueprint. With the
backing of two great minds | was sufficiently inspired to prepare a concept note
based on my ideas on the subject. This | shared with my “co-conspirators”, who
gave unstinted support to what | had in mind. This was the easy part; the difficult
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part was how to make our idea into a reality. Knowing that a library costs a lot of money and it is not easy
to get the requisite amount from philanthropic sources, we decided to tap the Government of
Uttarakhand. So the three of us met Mr Ramachandran, who was the Principal Secretary Education, and
presented our idea to him. He immediately accepted the concept and asked us to come up with a full
proposal. Soon thereafter, Mr Ramachandran became the Chief Secretary of the state, which was really
fortuitous for the library. He took personal interest in the project and ensured that the institution came into
existence as a registered society in a short period of time and also arranged funding for it in the form of a
corpus grant. Unfortunately he could not see the formal establishment of the library as he had to leave
Uttarakhand for an assignment with the Government of India. The Doon Library & Research Centre will
be eternally grateful to him for his contribution in giving shape to a dream. Dreaming dreams requires
little effort. Shaping them into reality is what characterizes a karmayogi.

The story does not end here. Our good fortune continued when Mr S. K. Das succeeded Mr
Ramachandran as the Chief Secretary. It was during his tenure that the library was formally inaugurated
by the then Chief Minister Hon’ble Shri N. D. Tewari on December 8, 2006. His support and guidance to
us during the two years that he remained as our Chairman laid the strong foundations on which we stand
today. His commitment to the development of the library as a world class institution was total. If today we
are proudly crowing about our great achievements, the credit goes to Mr Das. The inauguration of the
library was also a very memorable occasion for us. Shri N. D. Tewari, a great lover of books and learning
and ever the generous person, exceeded our wildest expectations and enhanced our corpus grant by a
handsome amount. This has provided us considerable financial stability.

| am extremely happy to report that we continue to be blessed by good fortune. We now have Mr I. K.
Pande as the Chief Secretary, and our Chairman. All along he has been one of our greatest supporters
and in his silent, but efficient, way provided sound advice and guidance. Could anyone ask for more?

Though we started out as a social science and humanities library, we soon came to realize that in the
absence of a good public library in the city there was a strong unmet demand for quality literature from
the general readers. We quickly moved to fill this gap and have stocking been standard literature —
fiction as well as non-fiction — in Hindi and English. A special feature of our collection is our focus on the
Himalayas from the perspective of social sciences and humanities. We have also been acquiring all the
works by writers who have a connection to Uttarakhand. Building this library has been a wonderful and
fulfilling experience and we have thoroughly enjoyed being part of this experience.

| also wish to acknowledge the contribution of our wonderful team of colleagues who have been working
tirelessly, often sacrificing their holidays, to develop the library to its present status. It is through their
efforts that we have been able to create an atmosphere of friendliness and warm welcome towards all
readers and visitors. They continue to strive towards making the library as user friendly as possible. Our
holdings are now fully computerized and we also have broadband internet connectivity for researchers.
Our website is under construction. Do visit us at www.doonlibrary.org and see how it is coming up. Very
soon we will upload information about our collection on our website. This will then enable anyone with
access to an internet connection to search for books in our library. We will also post information about
new additions to the library every month.

| conclude by wishing you a very happy new year. May 2009 see the end of all our recent misfortunes, the
beginning of an era of peace, prosperity, amity and fraternity all around and the end of all discord and
conflict. May we progress on the path of an inclusive, equitable, just and sustainable social development.
May we establish a new harmony with nature and listen to the message of our protector, the Himalaya,
which speaks in a myriad voices through its gurgling rivers, its waterfalls, its roaring torrents, its
whispering breeze caressing the treetops, its snowstormes, its avalanches, its gentle raindrops, its
cloudbursts and the occasional rumble from deep in its bowels which seems to tell us treat me with care
or | shall destroy all your creations in which you take such great pride, and with that your ego too.

B K Joshi



hi~~adri 1/

Acquisition of books for the library picks up

Ever since it was formally inaugurated on December 8, 2006 the library has been busy building its
collection of books. The library had a total of 6425 volumes at the end of December 2008 as compared
to 3412 volumes at the end of December 2007. Since April 1, 2008 the number of books acquired every
guarter has been as follows:

First Quarter (April 1 to June 30) 418
Second Quarter (July 1 to September 30) 1150
Third Quarter (October 1 to December 31) 669

The monthly break-up of books acquired during the third
guarter shows that the rate of acquisition of books has
been steadily rising every month during this period.

Books acquired during October 2008 140
Books acquired during Nevember 2008 196
Books acquired during December 2008 333

Research Advisory Committee Meeting

The meeting of the Research Advisory Committee was
held at the Ajanta hotel, Dehra Dun on 6% September,
2008. At the meeting satisfaction was expressed at the
fact the Doon Library & Research Centre has a
collection of some 6000 books and there are about
120 members. The Doon Library & Research Centre
has undertaken two research projects namely “Gandhi
and Uttarakhand” and “Government Libraries of
Uttarakhand”. There was a consensus that this
institution should become a centre of excellence for
research on the Himalayas in general and Uttarakhand
in particular. The Himalayas would include countries
like Nepal, Tibet and Bhutan and parts of Afghanistan.
Research work undertaken by the centre would be from
a social science and development perspective. There is
going to be an effort to get the project of making a
human development report for Uttarakhand.

The flagship activities of the centre would be a national
seminar and a lecture by an eminent scholar which are
going to be organized every year. The task of
preparing district gazetteers was undertaken in the
1880’s. On those lines separate monographs can be
brought which enumerate the developments which
have taken place in the region of Uttarakhand since
1880. Separate monographs would be brought out on
the politics, society, economy and art and architecture
of Uttarakhand.
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Brainstorming on Higher Education

The Doon Library & Research Centre organized a brainstorming on higher
education in Uttarakhand on November 3, 2008. About a dozen educationists
participated. At the meeting there was a consensus that the state of higher
education in Uttarakhand was pretty dismal. The main reason for such a state
of affairs was the mushroom growth of colleges in the interiors. There are
several colleges which hardly have any students. In several colleges there is
only a principle with no teachers. Quantity has been given preference over
quality. For admission to a college why can not there be a cut-off percentage
based on the number of seats available, as is the practice in Delhi colleges
instead of admitting all and sundry. Courses should be designed in such a
manner which would help the students to get a job.

In the Government colleges fees cannot be raised because such a step has
serious political implications. Higher education is subsidizing politics. A college
in every development block ensures victory in an election. A student who is
hardly paying anything for his college education does not demand or expect
anything from his teacher. Such an environment has made even the teachers
slack.

By way of solution the first step would be to stop populist measures like
opening up colleges in every nook & corner of the state. Students with a low
percentage could continue their education through institutions like the Indira
Gandhi National Open University. Of late some privately managed
professional institutions have come up in Dehra Dun. Students from all over the
country attend these institutions. They have a good reputation. Instead of
opening new colleges, subsidising the education of good students in these
institutions could be a sensible alternative.

In introducing new courses which will enable students to get jobs the principle
of public- private partnership should be followed. The number of students to be
admitted should be determined by the requirements of the job market. For this
purpose there should be co- ordination with the industry. Private participation in
the system is going to be possible only when the parties are allowed to make a
profit.

The system of higher education has been allowed to deteriorate over a
considerable period of time. Strong political vested interests have developed to
maintain status-quo. Therefore we have to function as a strong pressure group
advocating reforms in the system along the lines suggested above.
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In Ancther Country

Book Review

Priya Joshi: In another country, colonialism, culture and the English novel
in India,

Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2003.

The book under review has opened a new vista in the field of social
history of colonial India, namely, the reading of habits of the English
educated Indians beginning from the latter half of the 19" century and
their fascination for the English novel as a literary genere. In fact the work
has tried to analyze the impact which the Victorian novel had in the
evolution of this literary form in the Indian languages. The empirical
evidence presented has been in the form of the collections of some of the
oldest libraries established in the country like the Calcutta Public Library
established in 1835, and their membership patterns. An account has also
been given of the number of books being imported into the country, since
1850. Catering to the demand for the books in English language some
publishers like MacMillan had to set up their establishment in India.

A detailed study of some Victorian novelists like G.W.M. Reynolds and F.
Morton Crawford and the impact they had on the India literary scene has
been undertaken in this work. Ironically these authors did not attract much
attention in Great Britain. The subject matter has been located within the
larger frame work of the education policy of the colonial state, the semi-
hegemonic nature of the colonial state and the intellectual ferment
experienced by the Indian society during the 19* century. There are
references to some of the libraries set up by the Indians like the Bagh
Bazaar Public Library and the Chaitanya Library established in Calcutta.

There is a chapter on Bankim’s evolution as a novelist. His contribution is
acknowledged as indigenizing a purely Western literary form. A discovery
is made for the benefit of the social scientists by having a chapter on the
first Indian women novelist in English, namely, Krupa Satthiandhan, a
Christian convert. She wrote two novels, namely, Saguna: A Story of
Native Christian Life, published in 1892 and Kamala: A Story of Hindu
Life, published in 1894, shortly after her death. Literature in the form of
fiction produced in the colonial period was predominantly of a didactic
nature. In a particular work one could see the author taking a stand on a
social or political issue. These two novels are no exceptions.

However in the last two chapters the book in my opinion loses focus as it
talks about the Indian novelists like Mulk Raj Anand, R.K. Narayan, Raja
Rao and Ahmed Ali who wrote in the 1930s. The concluding chapter
jumps on to 1980 by analyzing Salman Rushdie and those who followed
him afterwards. Authors like Manohar Malgaonkar and Anita Desai are
ignored. But the book is recommended because of the discoveries it has
made. Such a work gives knowledge about the source material and the
methodology to be followed for those who wish to work on the history of
the library movement in colonial India.

= Dr. Manoj Panjani
Research Associate
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The Stock Market

A Fable for our Times

Once upon a time in a village, a man appeared and announced to
the villagers that he would buy monkeys for Rs 10.

The villagers seeing that there were many monkeys around, went out
to the forest and started catching them.

The man bought thousands at Rs 10 and as supply started to
diminish, the villagers stopped their effort. He further announced that
he would now buy at Rs 20. This renewed the efforts of the villagers
and they started catching monkeys again. Soon the supply
diminished even further and people started going back to their
farms. The offer rate increased to Rs 25 and the supply of monkeys
became so little that it was an effort to even see a monkey, let alone
catch it!

The man now announced that he would buy monkeys at Rs 50!
However, since he had to go to the city on some business, he said
that his assistant would now buy on his behalf. In the absence of the
man, the assistant told the villagers. “Look at all these monkeys in
the big cage that the man has collected. | will sell them to you at Rs
35 and when my master returns from the city, you can sell them to
him for Rs 50.”

The villagers squeezed all their savings and bought all the monkeys.
Then they never saw the man nor his assistant, only monkeys
everywhere!!l

Source: An anonymous posting in the internet
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A Unique ldea: Gift a Membership

How many times have we been stuck for an idea to buy a suitable gift for a birthday or any other
occasion, which is useful, likely to be appreciated and also not burn too big a hole in our pockets?
Impossible you say? Well not quite. Just gift a year’s membership to our library! This gift will be
especially appreciated by all book lovers. It costs less than the price of one book that we would
normally gift, but provides a whole year’s supply of good books. One of our members, Ms. Neera
Chandiram informs us that this is precisely what she has been doing for sometime now. She has
already gifted membership of the library to three of her friends. We thank her for this wonderful

idea and urge all our members to give it a try. You cannot go wrong with this gift idea. A truly win-
win idea.
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