hi~~adri

2/1

DOON LIBRARY

& Research Centre

1. There has been a steady increase
in the number of books in the
library. At the end of March 2009
this number was 7709. For the
sake of comparison it may be
mentioned that at the end of March
2008 the number was 4385. Thus

3324 books were added between
April 1, 2008 and March 31, 2009,
as compared to 2229 during the
corresponding period in the
previous year. The number of
members of the library has also
increased during this period to
209 from only 54 previously. The
Book Selection Committee has been
meeting regularly for selecting
books for the library. It met on
February 21 and selected about
500 books. We also received a
donation of 745 books and
journals from Shri Charu Shekhar
Gupta of New Delhi. The gifted
volumes which were part of the
collection of his late father Dr
Sulekh C. Gupta included bound
back volumes of the Economic
Weekly, Economic and Poilitical
Weekly, Economic History Review,
Foreign Affairs, New Left Review,

Library News

Indian Journal of Agricultural
Economy, Social Scientist, Indian
Economist and collected works of
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Lenin among others.

2. The following talks/presentations
were organized in our series of
talks/presentations on subjects of
topical and contemporary
relevance and general interest:

Date: November 29, 2008

Speaker: Dr. Ravi Chopra, Director
People’s Science Institute, Dehradun
Topic: Conservation of Rivers of
Uttarakhand

Date: January 29, 2009

Speaker: Prof. S. P. Singh, Former VC HNB
Garhwal University

Topic: Climate Change and Himalayas

Date: February 25, 2009

Speaker: Shri Ram Lal, well-known
puppeteer

Topic: Communication and Education
through Folk Media of Puppetry

Date: February 28, 2009
Speaker: Dr B. K. Joshi, Director, Doon
Library & Research Centre

January - March 2009

Topic: Global Economic Crisis and its
Impact on India

(This talk was organized in response
to a request from a group of young
people who are regular visitors to the
library)

Date: March 28,2009

Speaker: Shri Threesh Kapoor,
Chairman, Uttaranchal Gramin Bank
Topic: Himalaya Darshan — A slide
show and talk

Some description relating to these
talks/presentations is given in the
following section.

3. The website of the Doon Library &
Research Centre is now functional.
The special feature of the website
is the online catalogue. Anyone
with internet access can now
search for books in our catalogue.
There is also a link to New Arrivals
that is updated every month. The
URL of our website s
www.doonlibrary.org

4. An educational excursion-cum-
picnic for the staff and family was
organized to Rajaji National Park,
Chilla on Sunday 15" March 2009.
Before proceeding to the Park
everyone assembled at the Library
where the Director of the Park, Shri
Rasaily, gave a talk on the salient
features of the Park, what to see,
and do’s and don’ts for visitors to
fully enjoy and benefit from a visit
to the Park. In particular he
emphasized on the need to respect
the habitat of the animals and not
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leave any litter, especially plastic
bags, inside the park. As he put it,
we should realise that we will be
entering the house of the animals
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token of their participation. In
future we also plan to organize
Hindi essay and quiz
competitions. Shri Rajen Brijnath,
Advisor will organise and
coordinate these new initiatives.

Some urgent construction and
renovation work to: (a) provide
additional space; (b) deal with the
persistent water logging problem;
and (c) address the complaint of

uninvited. Hence we should not be
unnecessarily obtrusive and loud
in our behaviour. It is, moreover,
for the owners of the house (the
animals) to decide whether they
wish to come into our presence or
not.

Two new activities have been
initiated. These are: (i) an English
essay competition for teachers of
local schools; and (ii) an English
quiz competition for students of
local schools. These are planned
as continuing activities to be
organised every year. The quiz
competition will consist of two
preliminary rounds, a semi-final
followed by the final. Prizes will
be awarded to the winners and
runners-up in the semi-finals and
finals. Teams eliminated in
various rounds will be given
vouchers for purchase of books as

some regular readers regarding
noise in the inside reading room
has been undertaken. The gate and
entrance pathway has been raised
by about a foot, the front verandah
has been enclosed by glazing it
and converting the space into the
reading room for newspapers and
magazines, which is now right at
the entrance, a toilet has been
provided to the right of the gate
and the pathway from the gate to
the library entrance and to the
toilet has been covered with fibre
glass sheets. We now have a new
and better facade. For the
convenience of our readers and
visitors we have also provided
brick paving outside the front wall
where cars and two wheelers can
be parked. Hopefully this will not
only help ease, to a limited extent,
the acute shortage of space that
we have been facing, provide

better facilities to our readers and
also help solve some of our major
problems like waterlogging
whenever there is a heavy
downpour.

Initiation of
new research studies

Two new research studies been
initiated:

1.

Dr Rinki Sarkar, an economist with
considerable experience of
undertaking field studies in
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, and who now works
as an independent consultant, has
been contracted to undertake a
study titled: “Some Aspects of
Human Development in Remote
Areas of the Uttarakhand
Himalayas: Micro-Perspective &
Regional Variations Based on Field
Studies”. The study will be
completed in four months. The
report of the study will be
discussed at a workshop in
Dehradun.

Shri A. A. Rehman, a retired senior
officer of ONGC and a former
Director of a local technical and
professional institution is working
on the preparation of a policy
paper titled Some Aspects,
Considerations and Opportunities
of Management & Technical
Education in Dehradun. The first
draft of the monograph on Gandhi
and Uttarakhand by Dr Manoj
Panjani, Research Associate has
been completed. It is now under
typing after which it will be
readied for publication.

Doon Library Talks Series
Himalayas and Climate Change
The third talk in our series of talks/

presentations on issues of topical and

contemporary

significance was

delivered by Professor S. P. Singh, noted
ecologist and former Vice Chancellor,
HNB Garhwal University Srinagar, on
January 29, 2009 at Hotel Regent, E C
Road on “Himalayas and Climate
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Change”. A large number of people
from different walks of life viz.,
academics, distinguished citizens,
representatives of the press, students
etc. attended.

According to Prof. Singh the
average temperature of the earth has
been increasing at the rate of 0.6
percent per decade. The impact of this
increase in temperature is already
being felt on the climate of the
Himalayas. In future the results could
be rather serious. Already Alpine
ecology is facing the brunt of the
change. Many species of plants are on
the verge of extinction. Referring to a
study undertaken in Himachal
Pradesh, Prof. Singh said that the
production of apples is gradually
getting reduced, while that of tropical
crops like paddy, mangoes and pulses
is increasing. Earlier, owing to lower
temperature the Himalayan region was
free of mosquitoes, but now
mosquitoes and other insects are
present in the area. The rise in
temperature has also had an effect on
tourism, especially winter tourism due
to reduced snowfall. The pattern of
rainfall also shows signs of

change. All these together could be
considered early pointers to climate
change.

The Himalayas are home to a large
number of glaciers that are the sources
of important river systems like the
Indus, Yamuna and Ganga. If the
increase in temperature persists at its
present rate, then there is the distinct
possibility of the disappearance of
these glaciers.

This situation, in Prof. Singh’s
opinion, underlines the need for large-
scale studies of the Himalayan
ecosystem. Unfortunately we do not,
as yet, have sufficient reliable data on
various dimensions of the Himalayan
system. There is an urgent need to
mount a big effort for collection of
ecological data by various agencies.
Referring to a longitudinal study of
127 glaciers spread around the world
being undertaken under the auspices
of UNESCO and UNEP, he pointed out
that only two of these were located in
India: one in J & K and the other in
Himachal Pradesh. It is important to
include some more glaciers, especially
in the Indian Himalayas in this
study.

The talk was followed by a lively
question and answer session. Dr. B. K.
Joshi, Director Doon Library & Research
Centre endorsed Prof. Singh’s call for
research and collection of data on
Himalayan ecology and environment
and related subjects and offered full
cooperation of the Doon Library &
Research Centre in this endeavour.
Earlier a warm welcome was extended
to everyone by Dr. B. K. Joshi. He also
introduced Prof. Singh. The vote of
thanks at the conclusion of the talk
was offered by Shri Rajen Brijnath,
Advisor, Doon Library & Research
Centre.

Folk Medium of Puppetry for

Communication and Education

On February 25, 2009 an
illustrated presentation by the well-
known puppeteer Shri Ram Lal was
organised at Regent Hotel. The topic of
Shri Ram Lal’s talk and puppetry
presentation was “Folk Medium of
Puppetry for Communication and
Education”. Shri Ram Lal, in the course
of his talk, pointed out that
traditionally puppetry was based on
religious tales and stories of kings and
bravery. Yet, puppetry was an equally
effective medium for education and
communication. It can help make
lessons interesting and easily

understood by children. It can also

play a very important role in
facilitating communication. In support
of his contention Shri Ram Lal
presented two short puppet
presentations — one titled “Kahaan hai
Aadmi” on the problem of environment
and impact of human lifestyle, and the
other on the issue of compassion
towards animals titled “Vah Bail”. Both
the presentations were enjoyed by all
present, especially by children of
Welham Girls School, present on the
occasion, thereby proving the
point about the important role of
puppetry in education and
communication.

At the outset Dr. B. K. Joshi, Director
Doon Library & Research Centre
welcomed all present and introduced
Shri Ram Lal. The Vote of Thanks at the
conclusion was proposed by Shri Rajen
Brijnath, Advisor, Doon Library &
Research Centre.

Slide Show: Himalaya Darshan

On March 28, 2009 Shri Threesh
Kapoor, Chairman Uttaranchal Gramin
Bank and a well-known photographer,
presented a slide show titled
“Himalaya Darshan” at Regent Hotel
to a packed hall. Shri Kapoor showed
some recent photographs of his (taken
during the last two years) depicting the
various facets and moods of the
Himalayas. There were slides of nature,
forests, fauna, flora, famous valleys,
people and their habitat and of Almora
in different seasons and moods. A large
number of slides depicted the well-
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known snow-covered peaks of
Uttarakhand, especially Nanda Devi,
Trishul, Panchachuli, Chaukhamba to
name just a few, taken from different
places and at different places which
showed their various aspects and
moods. The audience was kept spell-
bound by this veritable visual feast for
about an hour-and-a-half. They
frequently expressed their
appreciation by spontaneous clapping
and loud sighs and exclamations.

Dr B. K. Joshi, Director Doon
Library & Research Centre welcomed
all the guests and Shri Threesh Kapoor
and also introduced Shri Kapoor to the
audience. Shri Rajen Brijnath, Advisor
Doon Library & Research Centre
proposed a Vote of Thanks at the
conclusion of the slide show.

Animportant

new book on Uttarakhand

A recent addition to the library’s
collection of reference books on the
Himalayas is Professor D. D. Sharma’s
monumental work on the Cultural
History of Uttarakhand*. Published in
2009, the
book is the
product of
t h e
Fellowship
that  Prof.
Sharma held
at the Indira
Gandhi
National
Centre forthe
Arts during 2001-2003. This important
volume traces the cultural history of
Uttarakhand from the pre-historic to
modern times in ten chapters. Relying,
as it does, on a vast array of primary —
linguistic, archaeological and
historical — and secondary sources it
is truly a scholarly contribution to the
subject. Over 75 colour plates and an
extensive bibliography are an added
attraction of the volume.

*D. D. Sharma, Cultural History of
Uttarakhand, New Delhi: Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts and DK Printworld
(Pvt) Ltd (2009). 417 pp. Price: Rs 1500.00

Collaboration with Doon Film

Society and Doon Art Society

1. The Doon Film Society, formed
recently under the Chairmanship
of Shri S. K. Das, contacted the
Doon Library & Research Centre
for assistance in getting off the
ground. We have agreed to
collaborate with them in various
future programmes and activities.
We are also providing them
space in the library keeping
their films and other records
and use of the Doon Library &
Research Centre address for
correspondence.

2. The Doon Library & Research
Centre has been collaborating
with the Doon Art Society in
various programmes like
organizing exhibition of paintings
etc. There is now a proposal that
the two organizations extend their
collaboration to inviting artists
from outside from giving talks/
presentations/workshops at
Dehradun. Prof. Rajeev Lochan, the
Director of the National Gallery of
Modern Art has kindly agreed to
help us in this endeavour. We hope
to organize 4-5 such programmes
per year.

On December 23, 2008, The Doon
Library and Research Center, in
collaboration with MKP (PG) College,
paid homage to members of the
Mumbai Police and the National

Homage to the Mumbai Martyrs

plague to the Uttarakhand Director
General of Police, Shri Subhash Joshi.
All the senior police officers of the State
attended the function. Students of MKP

College sang patriotic songs on the
occasion. The compering was done by
Dr. Mamta Singh, who recited poetry
and sang Sahir Ludhianvi’s nazm — Ae

rahbar mulk—o-kaum bata......Yeh

Security Guards who laid down
thier lives in Mumbai on 26D 27
November, 2008. A plaque
bearing the names and
photographs of the slain heroes,
prepared by the two
insistitutions, was presented to
the Uttarakhand Police.

Shri Virendra Singh, a police
driver and brother of slain NSG
Commando Gajendra Singh, was
requested to hand over the

kiska lahoo hai kaun mara’ with
a lot of feeling.

All the speakers emphasized
the need for national unity and
the appreciation of the
conditions under which our
police works. The Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Dehradun appreciated the fact
that we remembered the martyrs
of Mumbai even though a month
had elapsed.
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From the Director

We are happy to bring you the second issue
of our newsletter Himadri. We have been
greatly encouraged by the enthusiastic
response that we have been receiving from
all our supporters and well-wishers. While
a few have written to us expressing their
appreciation of our efforts, a large number
have responded verbally. The first issue of
Himadri has also served a very useful
purpose for us. It has drawn many more
people to the library and our membership is steadily
on the rise. There could be nothing more satisfying than
this. A library, after all, exists only for its readers.
Without readers we would exist in not so splendid
isolation — no matter how good a collection of books
and other materials we may boast of. As the popular
saying in Hindi goes Jangal main more naacha, kisne dekha?
We certainly do not wish to be a jungle ka more. We will
continue to welcome more and more readers, despite
being seriously constrained for space. This is a
sentiment shared by all colleagues in the library. Here
| seek your indulgence in sharing an incident that took
place a few weeks back. One morning | found pastries
being distributed to all members of the library staff.
When | asked who was being so generous and what the
occasion was, | was very pleasantly surprised, and also
deeply touched, to be informed that one of our
colleagues, Manoj Panjani, was behind the gesture in
honour of the library membership having reached 200!
This was a spontaneous gesture on his part and speaks
volumes for the commitment and dedication that he,
and indeed all other staff members, have towards the
institution.

In the last newsletter | had mentioned that our
endeavour is to make the library a living institution
that connects with the citizens of Dehradun on a regular
basis, instead of only a repository of books. Books, no
doubt, are the most important part of a library; we really
cannot think of a library without books. We are therefore
devoting most of our effort and resources to building
our collection of books; we are also attempting to go
beyond that and organising various activities like talks
on issues of current topical and general interest,
seminars and workshops, quiz competition for school
children and essay competition for school teachers. We
are also collaborating with the newly-formed Doon
Cinema Society. Our collaboration with the Doon Art
Society, referred to in the previous edition of this
newsletter, continues. We have many more plans, which
we hope to take up subject to the availability of
sufficient resources.

Growth in the number of books and membership
has brought with it a new set of problems for us. We are
now facing a severe shortage of space. There are various

manifestations of the space crunch. We are
now on the verge of displacing the office
tables of the Librarian and Accountant
ﬁ which so far have been placed in the main
i stack room. Very soon we will have to add a
few more book racks, which perforce will
have to be accommodated where the office
tables of these two officials are at present
located. The inside reading room, meant
for members, is being used regularly by a
number of young readers. Unfortunately it cannot
accommodate any more readers. The Assistant Librarian, who
had his seat in the room has had to be shifted out to
accommodate one more table for readers. While it does warm
our heart, and give us considerable satisfaction, to see the
reading room being used by a room full of enthusiastic young
people, it also saddens us to realize that we cannot
accommodate any more.

We are trying to cope with this problem as best as we can.
We have recently enclosed the front verandah and shifted the
newspaper and magazine reading room here. Not only has
this spared the old reading room for additional office space,
it has also provided a well-lighted and airy reading room for
people who come into the library for reading newspapers and
magazines. An additional bonus is that we are now able to
exercise better supervision over this reading room. In the past,
when it was a bit isolated from the main library, we had been
receiving frequent complaints from our users about excessive
noise emanating from there. This problem has now been
overcome to a very large extent.

I wish to conclude by once again asking our readers to
kindly help us improve the services provided by the library by
sending in their suggestions. We not only look forward to
hearing from you, but also welcome all constructive
suggestions. On our part we will try our best to act on these, of
course within the limitations of our constraints — mainly of
space, money and personnel. | can share with you how we
have responded in the past to some of the complaints/
suggestions of our readers. Regular visitors to the library may
recall that in the past the main entrance to the stack room and
the rear verandah that goes through the inner reading room
was open in the front and rear verandahs. Some readers
complained that at times there was excessive noise coming
from these places. Realizing the genuineness of the complaint
we shifted the front entrance a few feet to the right, put up
glass doors in the front entrance and the exit to the rear
verandah. We then provided a narrow passage that separates
the reading room from the entrance to the stack room by using
the journal racks as a makeshift partition. This has eased the
problem of noise to a large extent. Our readers also seem to
be satisfied for the present. So, please do favour us with your
suggestions, complaints and views. We are listening.
Hopefully we will also respond.

B. K. Joshi
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Lecture-6

The Doon University: A New Paradigm

n April 4, 2009 Prof Girijesh Pant,

Vice Chancellor of the Doon
University delivered a lecture on The
Doon University : A New Paradigm.
Explaining the meaning of the term he
said that the university had to function
to meet the demands of the present day
educational needs. In the recent past
because of the rapid economic growth
fuelled by the growth of the service
sector, rather than agriculture or
industry, a number of institutions
training people in information
technology-related skills sprang up.
The value of traditional education went
down and the distinction between skill
and knowledge got blurred. The new
education system according to Prof.
Yashpal has been producing
“knowledge coolies”. The challenge
before the educationist today is to

redress the imbalance between
knowledge and skills.

The function of Doon
University, according to Prof. Pant, has
to be to integrate teaching and
research. The Planning Commission
and the Knowledge Commission have
emphasized that India should become
a knowledge super power. If that is to
happen our higher education system
must build the capacity to innovate.
This will be possible only when the
standard of research is upgraded.
There has to be an effort to see that
research addresses the problems of
our society and also offer solutions to
the problems. The Doon University
must became a part of the solution to
the problems of Dehradun,
Uttarakhand and even India.



hi~~adri

2/1

Local Versions of the Rdmayana Tradition

group of eminent historians

affiliated to the Doon Library &
Research Centre have recently
discovered two local versions of the
Ramayana in Uttarakhand — one from
the Jaunsar-Baur region of Dehradun
district and the other from the Askot
region of Pithoragarh district. As is
well known local contexts have played
a significant role in the proliferation
of the Ramayana story, and a vast
diversity is found in different tribal
accounts of the Rdma stories all over
India.

This diversity in the Ramayana
tradition, which undermines the
hegemonic view that Valmiki’s
Ramayana represents the ur text, is
explained as “a pool of signifiers” and
each author or performer “dips into it
and brings out a unique
crystallization, a new text with a
unique texture and a fresh context...In
this sense, no text is original, yet no
telling is a mere retelling”. This has
led scholars to suggest that there are
“Many Ramayanas”.

The Rdma—Chhddi (Story of Rama)
of Jaunsar-Baur (District Dehradun)
narrated by Madan Das, the devdla of
God Basika, recently brought to light
has many noteworthy features of local
perception which may be divided into
16 episodes occurring in the original
“telling”:

Mahadeva figures as creator of
Machhindranatha, Gorakhanatha,
Bhashmasura and Hanumana, and

in Uttarakhand Discovered®

builder of Mathura, Dwarika and
Lanka; the name Bhima Sena occurs in
the list of the rdkshasas (episode 1).

Mahdbhdrata is referred to as
Péndavdina, and the Ramayana as
“Jodha Bhdrata” (episode 2).

The story mentions Dasaratha’s
queens as Auvasyalaya and Kausalya,
who are sisters of Janaka, whose
identity is not given.

Interestingly, it refers to the birth
of Rama in Ayodhya, of Sita in Lanka
and of Hanumana in Mount Kailasa
taking place on the same day. It further
says that Mandodari gave birth to Sita
and then threw herin a shrub, whence
jackals took her to Ayodhya, and raised
her. Sita is married to Rama on the
initiative of Narayana, a character by
himself (episode 3).

Dasaratha accidently kills his
sister’s son Sravana Kumara,
whereupon his sister curses him.
Consequently he is seriously wounded
and Kaikeyi as a physician and
daughter of a rishi cures Dasaratha. In
return she is married to him and her
son Bharata is crowned and Rama is
exiled (episode 4).

While in exile Rama, Sita and
Lakshmana approach a village where
in the Kolta (the lowest Scheduled Caste
of Jaunsar-Baur) settlement they are
taken for demons (ddnava) and chased
away with sticks. In the Brahmin
settlement they are welcomed with
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prayers and incense. Soon after, Sita
constructs Dharanagari at Kishkindha
(episode 5).

Narayana contrives by instigating
Rama to ask Sita to show him her “agni
patala” (a cloth that envelops Sita’s
aura) so that her body is exposed to
emit moon-light and sun-rays to dazzle
Ravana. Ravana experiences the dazzle,
learns about Sita and decides to marry
her. Mandodari persuades him not to
commit this sin as Sita is their
daughter (episode 6).

Ravana sends his sister Kakaiut?
to Rama and Sita to negotiate the
marriage, and Lakshmana cuts her
nose. Then Ravana sends Sunamauta
to help him abduct Sita. Sunamauta
takes the form of an auimu (a high
altitude species of wild goat). The
respective roles of these characters,
though by and large conforming to the
story of Ramayana, are found in new
settings with new names.

Satires of jackal and porcupine on
the abduction of Sita leading Rama to
curse them are also local conceptions.
Significantly, porcupine addresses
Rama as belonging to the “Nandana”
lineage (episode 9).

Interestingly, whereas the famous
life-saving herb Sanjivani is said to
grow -in Kishkindha (episode 7), the
herb that cures Lakshmana of his fatal
wound is simply termed as “jaudi”
(herb), which grows in Kailasa. To
confuse its identification the rakshasas
sing the tune of “Pau Bdrd”, ultimately
physician Sukhanda identifies it

(episode 10).

Hanuman’s mother Anjani reveals
that by pulling out “Kdla” lodged in one
of the corners there, Lanka can be
demolished, and that there exist only
three jati sati (steadfast righteous)
persons who can do that. Rama’s name
is conspicuous by its omission among
the jati sati. Accordingly, Lakshmana
shoots “kdlakdnda” arrow, Star Sukra
follows suit, and thus a bridge of

arrows is formed to cross into Lanka
(episode 11).

Rama having shot arrow at Bali is
eventually pleased with him and makes
him alright again (episode 12).

Hanumana’s feats like jumping
over the sea to reach Lanka, allying
with sage Andhaka and Kaliyuga,
seizing fire from “Rahu” and “Ketu” and
throwing it at Lanka, fouling Lanka,
pretending to be ill, asking for an iron
mace weighing a hundred maunds, etc.,
and ultimately setting fire to Lanka are
local in perception (episode 13).

The sea freezing into ice to turn
into a bridge to facilitate Rama’s
army crossing to Lanka is an
interesting example of local vision
(episode 14).

An excellent example of how the
might and colossal size of a demon like
Kumbhakarna can be perceived in local
context can be seen in the description
of Kumbhakarna’s deep sleep due to
which his body turns into a jungle
(episode 15).

Significantly, in the local version
of the Rama Story it is Ravana’s consort
Mandodari who conveys to Rama the
secret of Ravana possessing ambrosia

in his naval, which is sucked by big
black bees created by Rama. Ultimately,
Rama beheads Ravana with a sword.
In the concluding lines the birth of
Krishna incarnation of Rama is alluded
to in the promise Rama gives to
Kakaiuti with the condition that he
would not drink her milk (episode 16).

It is interesting to note that
whereas several miracles are
attributed to Sita, by and large Rama
appears as an ordinary person, so
much so that when he tries to prove
himself as jati sati he fails.
Furthermore, while in Ravana’s
captivity in Lanka, Sita takes a dig at
Gods saying they are used to
quarrelling and eat by begging. Maybe
this accounts for woman’s superiority
in the polyandrous society?

* Abstracted from the paper: “The Rdmdyana in the
folklore of Jaunsar-Baur (District Dehradun),
Uttarakhand Himalaya” by Maheshwar P. Joshi** and
Lakshmi Kant Joshi***, being presented to an
International Seminar on Oral Epic Tradition in
Himalaya, Kathmandu September 8-11, 2009.

** Honorary Fellow, Doon Library and Research
Centre, Dehradun; former Member, Central Advisory
Board of Archaeology, Government of India; former
Professor & Head, Department of History, Kumaun
University, Nainital; Collaborator, CNRS, UPR 299,
Villejuif, France.

*** Research Scholar, Department of History, D.AV.
(P.G.) College, Dehradun; Honorary Research
Associate, Doon Library and Research Centre,
Dehradun.

Congratulations
Prof. Anoop Chandola

The Doon Library and Research Center congratulates Prof. Anoop
Chandola, Professor Emeritus of East Asian Studies,University of
Arizona, USA and a practicing Hindu priest on receiving the prestigious
National Indie Excellence Award for his anthropological novel The Dharma
Videos of Lust: Mysteries of Indian Religions (UKA press, London, 2008).
Based on Prof.Chandola’s own life ,the novel tells the story of Mohan
Chaube,who leads a double life — as a Brahmin priest,and as a radical
university professor.The book has also received “Best Books Award” of
2006 from USA Book News in the category of Religion.
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Introduction to Nineteenth Century Social History:

Two Recent Compilations of Writings by Women

he importance of writings by

women in the colonial period as a
source of social history cannot be over
emphasized. Recently Chandani Lokuge
has brought out a compilation of the
prose and poetry of Toru Dutt under
the title Toru Dutt: Collected Prose and
Poetry. Toru Dutt lived only for 21
years, but the period of her life (1856
to 1877) is very significant in the
context of Indian history.

Like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
Akshay Kumar Dutta, Toru Dutt also
tried to evaluate Hindu religious
beliefs with the yardstick of
rationalism and logic in her poetic
work “Ancient Ballads of Hindustan”.
Toru Dutt’s family had rebelled against
contemporary society by converting to
Christianity in 1862. Her father Govin
Chunder Dutt was her educator. Toru
Dutt also got an opportunity to travel
to Europe, which was an unusual and
rare privilege for women of that period.

This collection by Chandani
Lokuge contains not only Toru Dutt’s
poetry but also two novellas, namely
de Mademoiselle d Arvers (originally
written in French) and Bianca or The
Spanish Maiden. These novels show the
extent of Toru Dutt’s wide reading of
the English classics. This work also
contains Toru Dutt’s letters which are
important for the insight they provide
into her reading in European Literature.

Last year Meera Kosambi
translated some works of Kashibai
Kanitkar, which include two novels,
Rangarao and Palkicha Gonda
(translated as The Palanquin Tassel).

Both these novels had a long gestation
period. Rangarao began to be
serialised in a monthly magazine
published by Kashibai’s husband
Govindrao Kanitkar. Its publication
was disrupted by the untimely end of
the magazine in 1898. It was finally
published in 1903. Palkicha Gonda was
completed in 1897. But it began to be
serialized in a magazine, Navyug, only
in 1913. This magazine too folded up,
interrupting the serialization of the
novel. It was finally published in 1928.
The former novel advocated a higher
age of marriage for women while the
latter proposed economic
independence for widows and
deserted wives.

Among the other writings included
in this volume is a biography of
Anandibai Joshi, one of the first two
women doctors of India. Anandibai
went to the United States to study
medicine.Kashibai presents her subject
as a role model for other women. My
Education is a work of
autobiographical nature. Kashibai was
married at the age of 9, as was the
practice then. Her husband Govindrao
was just a student at the time. She has
mentioned that once she overheard her
husband talk to his friends about the
desirability of having an educated
wife. After that she began to study
clandestinely. Her dilemma was shared
by most of the reformers’ wives, caught
as they were between their husband’s
expectations that they should be
educated and attend public functions,
and their family’s insistence that they
should respect convention, remain
illiterate, and confined to the home. In
1881 she saw her name in print when
an essay written by her was published

in Subodh Patrika published by the
Prarthana Samaj. She was punished by
the women members of her family for
this “crime” and forced to do all the
difficult and laborious work in the
house. Undeterred she continued her
pursuits. In 1889 she was one of the
ten women to attend the session of the
Indian National Congress and the first
All India Women’s Convention held in
Bombay. My Education is an important
document for understandjng the
motivation of a woman to carve an
identity for herself.

In 1889 Kashibai wrote a review
of Pandita Ramabai’s The People’s of
the United States. Here she compares
the position of Indians vis-a-vis their
colonial masters with the relationship
which Indian women had with their
men. In 1917 a delegation of women
led by Sarojini Naidu met the Secretary
of State Edwin Montague, and
demanded that the franchise for the
legislatures, which were to be created,
should be extended to women. Next
year at the annual session of the
Congress, Anasuyabehn Sarabhai
moved a resolution asking the party to
assist Indian women to get those very
rights which it was demanding for the
Indian people.

Both these books, by Chandani
Lokuge and Meera Kosambi, are
important source material for
scholars studying nineteenth century
social history.
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Respected Dr. Joshi,

| have gone through the October-December 2008 issue of
HIMADRI which | had received some time back. It is impressive.

This is a new and novel concept. | wish it to grow with atleast the
same rate. In future it could take the shape of fully epuipped
Advanced Centre on Library Sciences to cater the needs of other
areas in the state.

Brainstorming on higher education is most timely. It is in bad
shape in Uttarakhand and no one seems to be worried. Regards

Sincerely,

Prof. C. S. Mathela
Head, Department of Chemistry, Kumaun University, Nainital
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n case you have wondered, like

many of us, what the sub-prime
crisis is all about here is an example
to make it simpler....

Heidi is the proprietor of a bar
somewhere in Europe. In order to
increase sales, she decides to allow
her loyal customers - most of whom
are unemployed alcoholics - to drink
now but pay later. She keeps track of
the drinks consumed on a ledger
(thereby granting the customers loans).

Word gets around and as a result
increasing numbers of customers flood
into Heidi’s bar.

Taking advantage of her
customers’ freedom from immediate
payment constraints, Heidi increases
her prices for wine and beer, the most-
consumed beverages. Her sales
volume increases massively.

A young and dynamic customer
service consultant at the local bank
recognizes these customer debts as
valuable future assets and increases
Heidi’s borrowing limit.

He sees no reason for undue
concern since he has the debts of the
alcoholics as collateral.

At the bank’s corporate
headquarters, expert bankers
transform these customer assets into
DRINKBONDS, ALKBONDS and
PUKEBONDS. These securities are then
traded on markets worldwide. No one
really understands what these
abbreviations mean and how the

It’s All About Greed Stupid:
Sub-prime Crisis for Dummies

securities are guaranteed.
Nevertheless, as their prices
continuously climb, the securities
become top-selling items.

One day, although the prices are
still climbing, a risk manager
(subsequently of course fired due his
negativity) of the bank decides that
slowly the time has come to demand
payment of the debts incurred by the
drinkers at Heidi’s bar.

However they cannot pay back the
debts.

Heidi cannot fulfil her loan
obligations and claims bankruptcy.

DRINKBOND and ALKBOND drop in
price by 95%. PUKEBOND performs
better, stabilizing in price after
dropping by 80 %.

The suppliers of Heidi’s bar,
having granted her generous payment
due dates and having invested in the
securities are faced with a new
situation. Her wine supplier claims
bankruptcy, her beer supplier is taken
over by a competitor.

The bank is saved by the
Government following dramatic round-
the-clock consultations by leaders
from the governing political parties.

The funds required for this
purpose are obtained by a tax levied
on the non-drinkers.

Finally an explanation, |
understand ...

19



20

hi~~adri 2/1

A Unique Idea: Gift a Membership

How many times have we been stuck for an idea to buy a suitable gift for a birthday or any other occasion,
which is useful, likely to be appreciated and also not burn too big a hole in our pockets? Impossible you
say? Well not quite. Just gift a year’s membership to our library! This gift will be especially appreciated by
all book lovers. It costs less than the price of one book that we would normally gift, but provides a whole
year’s supply of good books. One of our members, Ms. Neera Chandiram informs us that this is precisely
what she has been doing for sometime now. She has already gifted membership of the library to three of
her friends. We thank her for this wonderful idea and urge all our members to give it a try. You cannot go
wrong with this gift idea. A truly win-win idea.
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