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The former Pan chas 
Many Panchas haye now joined the 
Congress party ( 10 which many of 
Ihem had belonged before 1961 ) bUI 
IWO former prime ministers under 
the pancliyat sys tem came together 
to found a pan.y la rgely 
inco rporating other ex·acliyists 
under the old regime . Named the 
National Democratic Party (Rastriya 
Prajalantra Pa rty), it split on Ihe 
yery day of its form.llion into two 
factions, each of which has registered 
se parately with the Election 
Commiss ion. 

The National Democratic Party 
(Ch and) is led by Lok Bahadur Chand, 
a yeteran pa'iicayat politician, the last 
of seyeral terms as prime min ister 
being in Apri l th is year between the 
dismissal of Marichman Si ngh and 
the appointmen t of th e current 
premier Krishna Praud Bhaltarai . 
Backed by Pashupati Shumshere 1.B. 
Rana, generally regarded as one of 
the more capable panca.yat leaders 
and a key figure in the negoti ations 
leading to the es tablishment of the 
interim goyernment. the party is 
rumored to haYe receiyed funds from 
the Queen, It is thought to haye 
ex ten si ye support in the western 
hi ll s, where many apparently regard 
it as 'the king's party'. The Yiews of 
th e Nationa l Democratic Pa rt y 
(Chand) are yoiced mainly by 
SamiJcsa- ISAI 1985, 1989-prtsent/, 
as we'lI as by the Saptahik Mane -
ISAI 1984-85, 89-90/. Navaras, and 
Cakfu· (SAl 1989·90). 

The Na ti onal Democratic Party 
(Thapa) is led by Su rya Bahadur 
Thapa. once a close collaborator of 
King Mahendra und er whom he 
suyed as premier from 1966 to 

1969. After Bi rendra's accession he 
began agitating for reform within the 
paiieayat system and was imprisoned 
for a year_ Drafted in again as 
premier following the 1979 
disturbances, he was one of the 
architec ts of th e pancayat side's 
yicto ry in the 1980 referendum. 
Remoyed after a yote of 
no-co nride nce in 1983, genera ll y 
seen as engineered by the palace, he 
again acted as an opposition within 
the pancayal system. Widely seen as 
corrupt, though also with genuine 
liberal leanings, he now probably has 
much less support in the coun try 
than Chand, who replaced him as 
prime minister in 1983. After the 
success of the Moyement Thapa 
founded his own paper, the Ntpali 
Patra- ISAI 1990 -prtunt}. which 
now is the yoice of the National 
Democratic Party (Thapa). In 
August 1990 its editor Pada m 
Thakurati (the journalist who - while 
wi th Saptahik Vimsa - had been the 
intended yiClim of assassination by 
Bharal Gurung and Co) resigned and 
joined the Nepali Congress. He was 
succeeded by Janardan Acharya . 
The parly is also supported by 
lanajyoti and the daily Hindu Dajni"
(SAl 1990-prtsent/. Another paper 
close to the Thapa group is 
Samracana. 

Politica l 
Repr esentin & 

Organizations 
Ethni c Interests 

The number of papers published by 
'ethnic' parties seems to be rather 
small . The weekly Chahora* {SAl 
1991 J is close 10 the 'Mongol National 
Or;anisation'. The Hindi paper 
Visie!o';l represents the yiews of the 
Nepal SadbhaYana Party, based in 
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the Tani; and l anamukti is the paper 
of the Rastriya lanamukti Morca. 
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Finall y mention should be made of 
the yaluable service Mahesh Chandra 
Regmi has proyided for non-Nepali 
speak:e rs interested in political 
deve lopments as reported in the 
Nepalese press , Hi s Nepal Prtss 
Digest , abs lractin g in Engli sh 
transhtion , press-clippings from a 
broad yariety of priute newspapers, 
has been published from Lazimpa l 
(Kathlnandu) since 1963. For anyone 
interes ted in the ups- and downs of 
Nepalese politics or in the language 
of politics, there is no substitute for 
the newspapers themse lyes; but for 
anyone seeki ng qui ck and easy 
access to current political issues, 
Nepal Prtss Digest is a must (SA l 
1963- prese ntJ . 

LffiRARY RESOURCES FOR NEPALESE STUDIES IN WNDON 
Michael Hutt 

Londo n is a long way from 
Kathm.andu: the two cities haye little 
in co mmon exce pt , perh aps, a 
grow ing trarric problem and the 
palace of a constitutional monarch . 
But fo r historical reasons there are 
seyernl valuab le collections in 
London of material relating to Nepal. 
Altho Ul gh these are readily accessible 
10 bona fide researchers, they are 
currenlly somewhat under-used. My 
intention here is to bring Ihese 
collections 10 the nOlice of European 
schola.rs. This is by no mean s a 
compr-chensiye survey - th ere are 
many other oddities tucked away 
here and there, no doubt. and seyeral 
of London's enormous mu seums 

possess large collections of art and 
sculpture from the Himalayan region. 
Sut here I shal t mention the mai n 
cen tres for library research, as well 
as some of the more in teresting and 
unique material they con tai n. 

There are at present three 
libraries with substan tial holdings of 
books in Nepalese languages 
(principall y, but not exc\usiyely, 
Nepa li ), of books in European 
languages relating to Nepal and of 
Nepalese manuscripts. These are the 
India Orrice Library and Records 
(lO LR ) near Wa terloo Station, the 
Orie nt al Manu scripts and Printed 
Books (OMPS) division of the British 
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Library and Ihe Library of the School 
o f Orienl:1l and African Sludies 
(SOAS), both in Bloomsbury, In e:1rly 
1991, the colleclions of Ihe IOLR and 
the OMPB are to be merged 10 form 
one single library within the general 
framework of the British Library. 
Here I shall tre:1t lhe IOLR and OMPB 
as two sepllrate co llections, since 
'hey are currently c3'310gued as such 
and likely 10 remain so for some 
lime. 

Publications in Nepa li 
One of lhe problems I have faced 
whi le conducting rese:1rch into Nepali 
literature is Ihe speed with which 
Nepali public:1tions go 'out of prim' in 
Nepal and th e non-appe:1rance of 
second editions. Thus, any library 
collection of NepaJi books and 
pamphlets is o f great value, si nce 
most of the material il contains will 
nOI be avail:1ble elsewhere, even (in 
some cases) in Nepal itself. Each of 
these libraries holds a Nepali 
collection : SOAS has aboul 650 
volumes, Ihe lOLR some 750 (about 
570 differem litles) and the OMPS 
some 400 volumes. The majority of 
Ihese are published works of Nep:11i 
lileratu re: colleclions of poetry and 
shon stories, dram:1s, novels, esS3.ys 
and works of literary history and 
crilicism. AlIhough numerically 
dominant, Ihese sections of each 
collection are the least-used by 
scholars working on Nepal, who have 
by and l arge ignored thc 
considerab le lilerary inlerest and 
soc io-pOlitica l relevance o f much 
Nepali literature. Each collection also 
contains many studies of other topics 
in Nepali. 

The oldest collection is Ihe lOLR's: 
it contains a copy of 'he Ser:1mpore 

Bible of 1821, the rirst book ever 
printed in Nepali, and a copy of the 
firsl edition of Bhanubhakta' s 
celebra ted Ramo ), ana from 1886. 
Alt houg'h dominalcd by Nepali 
literature - and within th :\( cllcgory 
by works published in the early 
decades of this cen tury, including 
numerous translations from the Giro, 
the Mahobhorota, various Puranas 
and several interestin g ritual and 
astrological texts (Khando Jagaunc 
Kabitta, Svasthani Vrata Ko/ha etc.) . 
there arc also biogr:1phic ve rse 
descriptions of cas le in Nepal 
(Tharagotrap ravaravali), and studies 
of Nepalese art, festivals and folk 
literature, public fin:1nce, health care 
provision, epigraphy, law, linguistics, 
hi sto ry, eco nomics, po lit ics, 
P:1nchayat and so on. An item of 
particular usefulness is MecideJ:hi 
Mahakali a four-volume compendium 
of informalion on Nepal arranged by 
geoguphical region and published in 
1974. A catalogue of all Nepali books 
and pamphlets acquired by the IOLR 
after 1902 was published in 1985, 
after which date Bri tish Library 
responsibility for the acquisi tion of 
Nepal i maleriais was passed 10 the 
OMPB. 

The SOAS collection is of more 
recent origin than that of the IOLR 
and most of the material it contains 
dates back no further Ih an the 
1930's. Much of it was assembled by 
Sir R.L. Turner and Dr. T.W. Clark. 
Again, NepaJi literary works fonn the 
majority: the SOAS collec tion is 
broadly representa tive of NepaJi 
literature from 1930 to 1960, 
conta ining almost every wor!: by 
Laksmiprasad Devkota, Lekhnath 
P3udyal and Balkrishn3 S3m3 as well 
as fiction and poetry by m3ny other 
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authors and a fair number of critical 
studies. The coverage of more recen l 
litera.ture is. howeve r, somewhat 
patchy . 

Tbe OMPB collection dales from 
the period 1958 to 1977, although 
there are a few stray ilems from 
earli(~r in the centu ry. Li terary 
\Vorb are predominant. Due to the 
somew hat hapha za rd manner in 
which these collections have been 
assembled, many of Ihe books in the 
OMPS are duplicates of those at SOAS 
and the IOLR . Eac h collection , 
however, contai ns rare item s 
unaVAilable elsewhere. Thus, the 
OMPS contains several importan t 
works of Nepali literature (Parijat's 
fiTSt collection of short stories, Sadalr. 
ra Pratibha, was onc Ihat delighted 
me) that I have not found elsewhere • 
even in Kathmandu bookstores. 
There arc also miscellaneous issues 
of several Nepali journals - Purnima , 
Nirduan etc . . from Ihe late 1950s 
and early 1960s which are of great 
interest . 

Boo'ks In ot h er Nepalese 
lang;u agu 
Each of Ihese libraries holds a 
substantial number of books (and , in 
the inst ance o f Ihe IOLR, 
manuscripls) in Tibetan (much of the 
IOLlt manuscript colleclion dates 
bac!: to the Younghusband ElIpedition 
of 1904), Hindi (SOAS holds over 
5,000 boo!:s) and Mailhili - all 
languages spoken in Nepal, but very 
little of Ihis material is Nepalese in 
origin. There is really no collection of 
books in any Nepalese language other 
Ih :1n Nepali worth menlioning 
c hi e fl y because Nepal's other 
languages (with the ClIceplion of 
Newari) rarely enter prin!. There 

are, nonetheless, a few stray items of 
inlercst ; dic ti onaries of Limbu, 
Gurung and Kulung Rai, as well as a 
rare collection of articles and poetry 
in the Tharu language T h a r u 
Sanskri ti arc avai lable at the IOLR: 
and dictionaries and grammars of 
Lcpcha and Limbu at the OMPB. The 
SOAS colleclion contains a copy of the 
Tamba Kailcn vha; Rimlhim 
discussed by A.W, Macdonald (1975) 
in his arlicle The Tamang as. Seen by 
One of Themselvcs' , as well as 
grammars and linguistic sludies of 
other Ne palese (mai nly Tibeto
Burman) languages, 

Each library holds a very small 
number of books in Newari, al though 
none of these collections cou ld be 
described as being in any way 
represen tative , of Newari literature. 
The largest colleclion appears to be 
at the OMPB there are 
approximately 150 items there , 
mostly of poetry, fiction and drama, 
but also one or two interesting 
historical and political studies. 

Books on Nepal in El.iropea n 
languages 
The SOAS collection is perhaps the 
mosl extensive of these, amouming 
to about 1,000 volumes in all, and . 
conlaining almost every work on 
Nepal published in Europe and the 
USA, as well as most that have 
eman3ted from India and Nepal 
ilself. The oldest standard works on 
Nepal are those by Ham ilton, 
Kirkpatrick, Hodgson, Old fie ld, Uvi, 
Landon Cl al. Many works on 
Nep:1lese history arc present, ranging 
hom those of Mahesh Regmi to 
Ludw ig Stiller and Mary Schlusser. 
There are endless reports, £easibility 
studies and su rveys from aid 
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agenc ies and from Ihe Nepa lese 
governmenl. as we ll as the published 
results of each na lional census. Mosl 
arc in Eng lish. bUI Ihere arc a.lso 
publ ications in French. German and 
Russian. 

Pe ri odi c al s 
The Periodicals Seclion of Ihe SOAS 
lib rary subscribes 10 the fo llowing 
journals of re levance 10 scholars 
interesled in Nepal: 

Ancienl Nepal. Himal ( full 
collec tion from 1988) . Himalayan 
Ruearch BullelinlNlwslelter of the 
Nlpal Srudiu Association (full 
collection). Ka ilash (fu ll collection 
from 1973), Con " ibulions 10 

Nepalese Studies (fu ll collection from 
1973), Journal of the Nepal Research 
Cent re. Parbote (Bri tish Gu rkha 
newspaper) and Nepali (beginning 
with 1968). Back issues of each of 
these are held in bound volumes. 

There is a series of the essential 
Nepal Press Digest from 1963-1986 
(we hope Ihe SOAS subscription will 
soon be renewed 10 Ihis). The 
Library also holds issues o f several 
now-defunct journals. including Ihe 
Gorkha Khabar Kagal vol. 28 nos 1-
12 (Darj eel ing. 1927) and Ihree 
issues of J nd rUI i. an influe ntial 
bilingual poetry magnine. edited by 
L.P. Devkota. from 1956. There are 
also four volumes of the Newari 
journal Nepala from 1952-56. 

Manuscript co ll ect io ns 
The mos l important o f ' th ese is 
undoubled ly Ihe Hodgson ColJeclion, 
held at Ihe IOLR. Brian Hough ton 
Hodgson (1800- 1894) was a British 
Res ident in Ka thmandu from 1820-
1843 , and also lived in Darjeeling 
from 1844-1858. He was one of Ihe 

firS I Europeans 10 co nd uct and 
publish research on Nepa l and the 
subjects he covered included history, 
geography. elhno logy , biology. 
zoology, religion and linguistics. The 
Hodgson Collection is enormous: there 
are over 100 large bound volu mes of 
papers, but a catalogue exi slS only 
for material in English. Most of this 
has already bee n pub lis hed in 
Hodgson's Essays on ' he Language, 
Literature and Religion of Nepal and 
Tibet and in Ihe Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society 0/ Bengal be tween 
1828 and 1880. In add ition 10 

material in English, there are also 
papers in Nepali , Persian, T ibetan, 
Newa ri, an d some i nteresti ng 
spec imens of wr iting in what I 
assume to be Lepcha and Li mbu. 

Tha t Hodgson had academic 
a mbitions is demonstra ted by his 
obv ious 3nnoyance al the discovery 
that the Hungarian scholar Csoma de 
KOras had pre-empted his work on 
the Tibelan Kangyu r: 1 came across 
tbe following note in Hodgson's own 
hand in Vol. 97 of Ille collection: 
RThe Karchuk or Catalogue of the 
Kahgyu r, translated wil h aid of 
Bhotias, and held back owing 10 De 
Coros' more authentic labours being 
JUSt then avai l3ble. Th is, however, 
was done and sent to Cala before De 
Coros had arrived or wrillen on the 
subject and therefore his discovery 
of the true nature of the Kahgyur 
(tra nslalions from Sanscrit) hild been 
anticipated by me. BHH" 

In 1984 I compiled a prelimin3ry 
lisl of the Nepali materi al in th is 
collec ti on, a nd th e {o ll ow ing 
summary should give an impression 
of what is available. Since Hodgson 
was con fined 10 Ihe Kathm andu 
Valley, and his movementS wilhin 

Ihe Valley were reslTicted too. he 
relied heavi ly upon local informants. 
There are over 400 items in Nepali . 
written in various hands and ranging 
in length from a single fo lio to over 
80 pages. In terms of their subject 
maner, these can be grouped under 
six very broad headings. 

I. Sljujstjcs 
Some 3,000 fo lios are filled with land 
revenue statistics re lating 10 various 
places in various years. For examplc, 
three whole volumes (about 1, 100 
folios) are dedicated to Ka thmandu 
reven.ues in nine d iffe re nt years 
betw l:en 1806 an d 1824, and a 
sim ila r qua nti ty to revenues from 
'B bat gaon' ( Bh akt ap ur) for five 
different years between 1800 and 
1828. Other tables document land 
revenue assess men IS and receiptS in 
the Tarai and l umla: from mines and 
various categories of cultivated land ; 
se t OUI the recei pts o f Nepal 's 
c us to ms houses; a r my pay 
sca les;government emp loyees' pay 
scales; imports and exports; Ihe 
conten ts of national arsenals: and 
Ihe mon thly expe nses o f va rious 
members of the royal household. 

2. Qcnea lo&ies, vamsavalL hjstorical 
~f!!S, etc, 
About a dozen recensions and several 
su mm aries of the Gorkha Vomsavoli, 
and innumerable lists of kings. both 
Shahs. a nd Mall as. Hodgson's 
in formants also supplied accounts of 
the n:igns of several kings , of the 
co nqueSl of Garh wal and th e 
campa.igns of Prith vi Narayan Shah. 

3 . .Ethnog raphy 
Copious descriplions of the 'manners 
and customs' and sometimes the 

I 9 

funerary rites of mOSI of Nepal's hill
tribes: Newars, Lepchas, ' Mu rmis' 
(Tamangs), Magars, Sun uwars, Hayus, 
Limbus, 'K ira las' and Gurungs. 
Innumerable lists of casles and clans 
from various ethnic grou ps and 
regions. 

4. Politjcal jntelligence 
Severa l i n terest in g nO les. 
presumably passed to Hodgson by 
spies wi thi n Ihe Nepalese 
governme nl, in fo rm ing him of 
intrigues at court. Also li sts of 
Ch inese offici als in Kathmand u, and 
of Nepalese soldiers. Unable to leave 
the capital, Hodgson acq uired a 
know ledge o f topogra ph y by 
com missioning route itineraries from 
travellers arri vi ng from Pek in g, 
Khasa and outlying districls of Nepal. 
Lists of towns, villages, pilgrimage 
si tes and forts, and seve ral 
r ud ime ntary charts and maps 
(including four fons in Sikkim). 

5. Law and admjnjmaljoD 
Hodgson eviden[ly acqu ired much of 
th is in forma tio n by compili ng 
questionnaires in Nepali , and having 
them filled in. Many of these shed 
ligh t upon the tax system, the 
operation of the judiciary and police 
courts, scales of punishmenl for 
various crimes. caste laws and the 
postal relay system. 

6. Reli&ioD and an 
Data on iconography and philosophy. 
chieny in the form of completed 
qu eSl.ionnaires. Li sts and Nepali 
translations of in scriptions in the 
Valley: [he texts of folktales: nQles on 
silver coinage; re li gious ca lendars; 
descriptions of various festiva ls. 
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TIlE IffilNOMUSICOLOGICAL RESEARCH OF OR. A A. BAKE 
Cuol Tingey 

Arno l d Bak e pioneered 
ethnomusicological research in Nepal, 
as well as in many other areas of 
South Asia. The record in gs and dala 
collected during his two field trips to 
the Kathmandu Valley in 1931 and 
1955·56 have su rvived as an 
invaluable resource for sc holars 
today . The colleclion, which is 
dislributed belween a number of 
locations, may be itemized as follows: 

Sound r eco rd ings 
i) Wu cy linders (1931) . 75 
recordings. inc lud ing Buddh ist 
man llas and Newar devotional and 
seasona l music. OriginalS and tape 
copies held at the Nalional Sound 
Archive (NSA). 
ii) Reel· to-ree l tapes (1955 ·56). 92 
reeordings. including caca (carya git), 
Vedic chantS, dapha, other Newar 
and Nepali devoti onal . seasonal and 
fes ti val music , nova baja, women's 
songs, gaint songs, music of peoples 
outside the Valley and army jhyaurt . 
Originals held OI l the NSA . Copies at 
SOAS Centre of Music Studies. 

Cini mms 
Approximately 
colour £il m 

3 hours of b&w and 
(1931 & 1955-56), 

covering mudra, carya dance. Newar 
masked dancesand fe stivals. Also 
included a doc umentary film on 
Newar life, A Ytar in Nepal, by Colin 
Rosser (1956). OriginalS held at the 
National Film Archive. Video (VHS) 
copy at SOAS CenU"e of Music Studies. 

Photog raphs and t ranspa renc ies 
Appro xima t e l y 6 50 b&w 
photographs ( 193 1 cl 1955 -56) 
in c luding mUSICJan s , portraits, 
bui ldings, architeclural features and 
sculplures. Approximately 50 colour 
transparencies (1955-56), mostly of 
festivals. Photos & negatives held in 
private collection, Barc hem. The 
Netherlands. Transparencies he ld at 
SOAS Centre of Music Studies. 

Fie ld notes and r esearch r epor ts 
Including song texts and English 
tran slations, reports and other data 

2 1 

(193 ·1 & 1955·56). Held in SOAS 
Library. Ref. pp MS 21: Bo. 6. 

Lect u res 
Lectures on Nepalese music (1934 . 
63) in English , Dutch, French & 
German . Draft of a chapter on 
Nepa.lese music (c.1957). Originals 
held at Barchem, The Netherlands. 
Photocopie5 at SOAS Centre of Music 
Studies. 

Letlotrs a nd memor abilia 
14 letters from Bake in Nepal 10 his 
mother (in Dutch). 1931. 23 leners 
from Bake in Nepal to his siSler (in 
Dutc h). 1955·56, Held at the India 
Office Library. Ref. MMS.Eur.F.191 : 
Bo.es I & 2. 

As :In aid to scholars using Bake's 
Nepalese field -work material, Carol 
Tingey has produced an annotated 
gu ide to the collection (M.Mus.Diss., 
Lond on 1985). For a review of the 
col1c:c ti on. see he r paper ~Th e 
Nepalese field -work of Or. Arnold 
Adrilln BakeM in Elhnomusicology and 
the His torical Dimensio.n ed. M.L. 
Philil?P (Ludwigsburg 1989). 

WHATS NEW AT TU: 
An interview with Vice Chancellor Basudev Chandra Malla 

Martin Gaenszle 

1990 brought sweeping polilical 
changes to Nepal. The popular 
mov,ement. organized by Ihe 
previously banned Congress Party 
and United Le ft Front (ULF). 
succc:eded in forci ng the Palace to 
reform the cons titUlion and introduce 

a mu1!i · party democ ratic system. 
How have these politi cal changes 
affected Tribhuvan University (TU), 
the coun try's major institut ion or 
higher eduction? And what do the 
changes menn for foreign researchers 
who seek affiliation with TU? 


