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TIlE IffilNOMUSICOLOGICAL RESEARCH OF OR. A A. BAKE 
Cuol Tingey 

Arno l d Bak e pioneered 
ethnomusicological research in Nepal, 
as well as in many other areas of 
South Asia. The record in gs and dala 
collected during his two field trips to 
the Kathmandu Valley in 1931 and 
1955·56 have su rvived as an 
invaluable resource for sc holars 
today . The colleclion, which is 
dislributed belween a number of 
locations, may be itemized as follows: 

Sound r eco rd ings 
i) Wu cy linders (1931) . 75 
recordings. inc lud ing Buddh ist 
man llas and Newar devotional and 
seasona l music. OriginalS and tape 
copies held at the Nalional Sound 
Archive (NSA). 
ii) Reel· to-ree l tapes (1955 ·56). 92 
reeordings. including caca (carya git), 
Vedic chantS, dapha, other Newar 
and Nepali devoti onal . seasonal and 
fes ti val music , nova baja, women's 
songs, gaint songs, music of peoples 
outside the Valley and army jhyaurt . 
Originals held OI l the NSA . Copies at 
SOAS Centre of Music Studies. 

Cini mms 
Approximately 
colour £il m 

3 hours of b&w and 
(1931 & 1955-56), 

covering mudra, carya dance. Newar 
masked dancesand fe stivals. Also 
included a doc umentary film on 
Newar life, A Ytar in Nepal, by Colin 
Rosser (1956). OriginalS held at the 
National Film Archive. Video (VHS) 
copy at SOAS CenU"e of Music Studies. 

Photog raphs and t ranspa renc ies 
Appro xima t e l y 6 50 b&w 
photographs ( 193 1 cl 1955 -56) 
in c luding mUSICJan s , portraits, 
bui ldings, architeclural features and 
sculplures. Approximately 50 colour 
transparencies (1955-56), mostly of 
festivals. Photos & negatives held in 
private collection, Barc hem. The 
Netherlands. Transparencies he ld at 
SOAS Centre of Music Studies. 

Fie ld notes and r esearch r epor ts 
Including song texts and English 
tran slations, reports and other data 
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(193 ·1 & 1955·56). Held in SOAS 
Library. Ref. pp MS 21: Bo. 6. 

Lect u res 
Lectures on Nepalese music (1934 . 
63) in English , Dutch, French & 
German . Draft of a chapter on 
Nepa.lese music (c.1957). Originals 
held at Barchem, The Netherlands. 
Photocopie5 at SOAS Centre of Music 
Studies. 

Letlotrs a nd memor abilia 
14 letters from Bake in Nepal 10 his 
mother (in Dutch). 1931. 23 leners 
from Bake in Nepal to his siSler (in 
Dutc h). 1955·56, Held at the India 
Office Library. Ref. MMS.Eur.F.191 : 
Bo.es I & 2. 

As :In aid to scholars using Bake's 
Nepalese field -work material, Carol 
Tingey has produced an annotated 
gu ide to the collection (M.Mus.Diss., 
Lond on 1985). For a review of the 
col1c:c ti on. see he r paper ~Th e 
Nepalese field -work of Or. Arnold 
Adrilln BakeM in Elhnomusicology and 
the His torical Dimensio.n ed. M.L. 
Philil?P (Ludwigsburg 1989). 

WHATS NEW AT TU: 
An interview with Vice Chancellor Basudev Chandra Malla 

Martin Gaenszle 

1990 brought sweeping polilical 
changes to Nepal. The popular 
mov,ement. organized by Ihe 
previously banned Congress Party 
and United Le ft Front (ULF). 
succc:eded in forci ng the Palace to 
reform the cons titUlion and introduce 

a mu1!i · party democ ratic system. 
How have these politi cal changes 
affected Tribhuvan University (TU), 
the coun try's major institut ion or 
higher eduction? And what do the 
changes menn for foreign researchers 
who seek affiliation with TU? 


