


EDITORIAL 

AI Ihe final session of the CNRS-DFG 
conference on the Uistory and 
Anthropology of Nepal, held I t 
Arc-e t-Senans in June of l35t yur, 
several panicipants suggested thilt 
European scholars, actively engaged 
in Hi malay",o studies, get together 10 
produce I bulletin th at would keep 
us informed of current research and 
research opportunities in our field . 

Given the inter-disciplinary nature 
of our work. it was decided oot to 
exclude any particular field of study: 
be it from the humanities, soc ial 
sciences or natural sciences. It was 
further agreed. after some discussion, 
that the regional scope of the bulletin 
should not be restricted to Nepal, but 
should include the lands and peoples 
of the entire Himalayas . By 
Himalayas is understood: Hindukush, 
Ladakh, Kashmir. nonhweslern 
India. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, 
nonheastern India and southern 
Tibet. Finally it was decided that the 
bulletin ought to be published in 
English, as this is the most common 
second language of scholars. not only 
in Europe but also in the Himalayan 
region ilSClr. 

As for the content of the proposed 
bulletin, the participants sunested a 
number of topics they wished to see 
regularly featured: 

I. Reports on ongoing, or recently 
compl,!ted, research projeclS, 

2. Information about archives 
with literary, ethnographic, historical. 
archaeological, bo tanical, etc. 
materi:!.ls collected in the Himalayan 
region. 

3. Reviews of books on the 
Hlm3131yas. including books published 

in Nepal. India, Pakistan and China 
which because of poor distribution 
may be inadequ:lIely known in 
Europe. 

4. Current political developments 
in Nepal, India, Pakistan and China 
Ind the implications of these 
developments for research carried 
out by European scholars. 

5_ News about forthcoming 
conferences, research grants, new 
funding opportunities in post-1992 
Europe. etc. 

The represent3tives of the South 
Asia Institute, HeidcJberg offered to 
produce such a bu lletin over a trial 
period of two years on the 
understanding that we wou ld retire 
with dignity at the cnd of that 
period, should the interest and 
commillment of a sufficient number 
of scholars prove illUSOry. Two sorlS 
of commitment are req uired : first, we 
need contribu ti ons on the 
above-mentioned topics which merit 
pub lica li on; second, we need . the 
Financial support of our rudenhip. 
Alchough we will lry 10 make the 
bullelin I success. il is obvious that 
the success of th is venture will 
largely be determined by the active 
suppon of everyone eoncerned. 

Our plan then is as follows . We 
shall bring out twO issues per year -
one in early spring. the other in early 
autumn. The presenl number, our 
very first, is being sent to all persons 
known to us who are interested in 
Himalayan research (and in this we 
acknowledge the help of Miehae l 
HUll, Gc!:rard Toffin and others who 
have provided us with mailing lists 
o f scholars from lheir respeclive 



countries). Included in your copy 
you will find a questionnaire 
concerning your current and past 
research. An persons who return the 
questionnaire. duly filled out, will 
rece ive free of charge our second 
issue of the Bulletin, due out in 
November of thi s year. Once the 
extent of European interest is 
established and the Bulletin has been 
costed, a subscription rate will be set. 
All recipients of the second issue will 
receive a bill, upon payment of which 
they will receive the third and fourth 
issues of the Bulletin, planned for 
1992. The fourth issue will be our 
"sink or swim" issue, Tt will indicate 
whether we are financially viable (all 
subs idi es from the South Asia 
Institute win lapse at this point). By 
this time we will also know whether 
the Bulletin will remain a newslener 
or whether •. strengthened by book 
reviews, reports and articles .- it will 
circulate information of a less 
ephemeral character, The fourth 
issue will also serve to identify us as 
a scholarl y community (a research 
index based on the returned 
questionnaires will then be 
published). If the Bulletin survives 
its two year trial period, the present 
editorship will then endeavour to 
share more equitably the editorial 
respons ibi lities with its European 
colleagues and to involve in some 
collaborative way scholars from the 
Himalayan countries themselves. 

By accident. rather Ihan design, ou r 
first issue has become something of a 
Nepal issue. We are especially 
indebted to Michael HUll. for having 
provided us with a review of Nepali 
literature available in Lond on and to 
Carol Tingey for having brought to 
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li ght the Bake ethnomusicological 
archive. The article on the so-called 
priva te Nepali newspape rs, being 
collected by the South Asia Institute 
at Heidelberg, was put together by 
the editors with the help of 
information contribu ted from John 
Whelpton in Hong Kong and Silke 
Wolf in Kathmandu . Other reports 
were collected by Martin Gaenszle in 
Kathmandu. including an interview 
with Pror. Basudev Chandra Malla, 
the new Vice-Chancellor of 
Tribhuvan Universi ty , Future issues 
wi ll take us west and east of Nepal, 
and hopefully into Tibet as well. 

For the present we urge you to read 
this issue and to return 10 us th e 
enclosed questionnaire. Since our 
mailing lists are anything but 
comp lete, we further reques t that 
you spread the word about the 
Bulletin and encou rage those who 
have not received a copy 10 write to 
us. Finally please make the nexl 
issue a better one. Send us both your 
news as well as longer pieces thal 
you would like to have considered 
for publication (see notes to 
contributors at the end of this issue). 

Pror. Richard Burghart 
Pror. Dr. Andr!s Htifer 
Or. Martin Gaenszle 
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PRIVATE NEWSPAPERS, POLITICAL PARTIES AND PUBLIC LiFE IN NEPAl 
including a report 

on the collection of "private" Nepalese newspapers 
held by the Library of the SUdasien-lnstitut, Heidelberg 

Silke Wolf, John Whelpton, Martin Gaenszle, Richard Burgharl 

Nepal has a li vely press scene of 
so·called priva te newspapers that 
serve 10 complement the views of the 
official, government-owned organs, 
Gorkhapalra and its English language 
counterpart The Rising Ntpal. To 
document these various voices, the 
South Asia Insti tute began to collect 
a represen tat ive selection of 
newspap~:rs in August 1989. The 
holdings were subsequentl y enriched 
by a gif! of private newspapers that 
had bee n collected during the 
teachers' strike and Congress- led 
Satyagraha of 1984-1985. As the 
acquisitions document the abortive 
1984·1985 attempt to bring about 
mult.i-paJly democracy and the 1990 
successru l allempt, the newspapers 
are not only a useful source of 
information on contemporary 
political debate in Nepal but also a 
valuable archive for students of 
Nepal's modem political history. The 
purpose of Ihis report is to put these 
so-called private newspapers in the 
contexl o f Nepalese political culture 
and to inform our readership of the 
ncwspapt~rs currently held al the 
South A~;ia Institute. 

Private newspapers and public 
life undlfr PQiicayar democracy 
The dramatic pOlitical changes that 
look place in Nepal in Ihe Spring of 
last yea'r, costing some 500 lives, 
were the culmination of a struggle 
for power between the monarchy 
>od 

the political parties that began on the 
16th De cem ber 1960 when 
Birend ra 's father, King Mahendra , 
used his emergency powers 10 

dismiss the Nepali Congress 
government which had been elected 
wi th a substantial majority only 
eighteen months earlier. Arguing 
that parliamentary democracy was 
alien to Nepa lese "adition and 
unsuilable for the deve lopment of 
the country, Mahendra in 1962 
offered to Ihe Nepalese people the 
'gi ft' of a constilution in which 
sovereignty was retained by the 
royal dynasty but in which the 
people, through tiers of indirectly 
elected poiic:ayot councils, cou ld 
influence politi c al processes. 
Meanwhile all political parties were 
banned; and the ir leaders were 
either imprisoned or ~en l into 
volunlary exile. So began a twenty 
year period in which the polilicai 
panics, driven underground. sought 
by means of force , but mostly by 
means of persuasion, to put an cnd 10 

poncayot democracy. 
During the 1960s and 1970s 

several assassination 
airp lane hijacking 
aCIIV llles mounted 
organ izations, failed 

attempts, an 
and coven 

through front 
10 weaken the 

government's reso lve. Throughout 
this period, however, the political 
p:mies began to organize the student 
population; and after the 1979 public 
disturbances, in which university 
students played a prominent role, 



Kin, Birendra agreed to hold in the 
following year a referendum on the 
constitution. This was won by the 
poiiciiyoI side, but only by 2.4. to 2 
million votes, and with all major 
towns in the opposition camp. The 
1962 Constitution was retained, but 
in line with an announcement made 
in the run·up to the referendum, the 
system was modified 10 allow direct 
elections by universal suffrage to the 
National Assembly and to make 
mInISters responsible to the 
assembly rather than to the king. 
Direct elections made it easier ror 
grou ps within the legislature to 
appeal ror support in the country at 
large, and the facliona li Sffi among 
panc has which had occurred even 
under the un reformed system was 
intensified , Moreover, the fact that 
the political parties were ab le to 
mobilize the elccto ra te ror th e 
multi. party vOte in the referendum 
mcant thai, although being -illegal", 
they were nonctheless tolcTatcd 
within limits by thc state. Both the 
factionalism of the panchas and thc 
to lerance of the political 
underground sene to enliven the 
Kathmandu ·bucd press sccne. 

In ordcr to understand the role of 
private new spapers in poiictiyo I 
democracy, one must appreciate the 
linkage between pOlitical factions and 
the press and what sense of public 
life made the se newspapers 
"private", The mosl commonly used 
term in Nepal, correspondi ng to the 
European word 'public', is larkari. 
During (and prior to) the pcriod of 
pancayot democracy the term figured 
in threc differcnt sotio · leg:!.1 
contexts : it referred to something 
belonging 10 the person of the rul er 
(hi s Mercede s), something pertaining 
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to the state (tarkiir[ land IS Slate 
property) and something to which all 
people had right of access (a tarkiirj 
tubewell). The leg:\! coherence of the 
'royal person', the 'Slate' and the 
'common' makes sen se in a lordl y 
political culture, in which the public 
doma.in is personally represented by 
the sovereign whose will was 
execu ted by his state Igents for thc 
common good of an indivisible body 
politic. Hi s Majesty's Government 
legally and ritually represented this 
body politic, Ind public order was 
understood to exist in that unity, By 
contrast, political parties expressed 
the se lf·interest of thcir leadcrs, if 
not the collective self· interest of 
their followers . Putting self-interest 
abovc the common good, identified 
them wi th the private sphere . 
Indeed, it was because of thcir 
supposed unboundcd self-intcrest 
that Mahcndra banned all politi cal 
panies. As for o thcr "private" 
institutions litcrary societies, 
businessmen's clubs , newspapers, 
and so on . _, thcy werc allowed to 
cnter public space only with thc 
prior au thorisation of the stlte . 
Every local mccting, publication and 
procession that was not sponsored by 
a state organization required 
gove rn me nt approval. The 
censorship was oftcn scvere, but it 
must bc stressed that Slatc 
repression aimed not at the control of 
private minds but 11 the public 
cxpression of the private. DurinS 
pcriods of soci:.1 unrest democratic 
ac tivists werc rarcly arrested by 
local pOlice so long as they remained 
in their homes; rather they were 
arrested as soon as they entered the 
public spacc of the market. 

It fo llows th:.t "pri vate " 
newspapers werc particularl y subject 
to censorship, for newspapers cxi st, 
perforce, in public space. This space 
was al.rcady occupicd by the two 
gove r nment new s papcrs, 
Gorkhiipatra and The Rising Nepal, 
both of which merely announced thc 
sort of information that was 
:'ppropriale for a state which defined 
public ordcr in terms of social unity. 
By contrast, thc private ncwspapers 
precariously cntered publ ic spacc 
with the selr-appointed task of 
expressi ng a point of vicw and 
exposing the "real" workings of the 
paiieayal system. This politics of 
ex pos ure inv e rt ed public/priva tc 
relations, as defincd by the state, by 
playins on the distinction betwee n 
the inner and thc outcr in thc body 
politic. Thc - privatc" newspapers 
rcvealed the inner workings of the 
government, the "cover-ups" that the 
government wlnted to keep from 
public knowledge. In so doing, these 
newspapers hoped to depri vc thc 
government of its moral authority to 
rule. Their criticism could be directed 
at all govcrnment personncl up to 
the office of Minister. The royal 
family, howcve r, coul d nOI be 
criticized, for in this lordl y political 
culture the law of treason did not 
distinguish between treason against 
the state and personal criticism of 
th e king. In sum, the private 
newspapers censu red thc 
government by cxteriorizing (making 
public, as it were) their knowledge of 
the inner workings of th e system. 
Meanwhile thc sovernment, acting in 
defcnse of public unity, censored the 
private press . The journali sts, 
however, we re often courageous and 
enterpri sing . It happened not 
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infrcquently th at ed itors were 
arrested because of critical rcpon s 
and that the same editors, after they 
had been released, publishcd thei r 
paper under a different name, which 
thcy had already registered before as 
a precautionary measure. 

It cannot be denicd, however, that 
many "privatc" newspapers werc, 
and are, the voice (lit, mdhparra ) of 
a political pany or a faction , Indeed, 
nearly all promincnt politic ians 
allempt to establish a pri vate 
newspaper or gain control of 
prcviously exi sting one in order to 
voice their views. A case in point is 
that of Surya Bahadur Thapa, Nepal's 
Prime Mini ster from 1979 to 1983 . 
During his prime ministership Thapa 
sponsored the Sapt'ahik Mane, a 
paper loyal to his government. After 
being ouSted from power in 1983, be 
supported thc more critical SllptlJhik 
Vimarsa. cnabl.ing it to be published 
regularly. Thapa then used the 
Vimarsa to publicize thc scandalous 
activities of the "invisible powers 
behind thc curtains " '- the 
"underground gang" (bllllmigal 
giroha), of which he bad gained 
ample knowledge. In this way he 
sought to discredit the government of 
his successor, Lok Bahadur Chand, 
and pave the way for his comeback. 
Eventually, one of the editors of the 
Vimar.fo, Padam Thakurathi, barely 
su rvivcd an assassination attempt 
from the forces he had helped to 
expose, Thc whole case was later 
uncovered and led to the arrest of 
numerous hig hl y placed peop le. 
During the time when the Vimarta 
was banncd , because of its 
rcvelations, it started to appear as 
SaptGMk Ntpali lavaj, and thi s 
evcntually resuhed in a spli t, when 



the Vim:usa reappeared ag ain . 
Surya Bahadur Thapa con tinu ed 
sponsoring the Ntpafr Avlij, which 
was sy mpathetic to the Movement 
fo r the Restoration of Multi -Party 
Democracy. After the success of the 
movement Thapa founded hi s own 
paper, the Ntpafi Palra, which is the 
major . organ of th e Na tional 
Democra tic Party, also founded by 
Thapa . 

It mu st be mentioned, though, that 
the politics of exposure perpetrated 
by party politicians through their 
~pri vate~ newspapers took place in 
the small world of the Nepalese 
intelligentsia , where everyone knows 
eac h other. In thi s respec t the 
~p r iv ate M newspapers differ 
considerab ly from the mass 
circu lation dail ies of Europe, where 
national and provincial news papers 
inform the citizenry of issues and 
offe r from their editor'S perspective 
judgements on key issues. By 
con trast, the information printed in 
Nepalese newspapers is for a much 
s maller rea dershi p the 
intelligent sia , based in Kathmandu 
and the district capitals, who are 
literate, politically mobilized and 
often already aware of the news in 
the form of gossip. Thus, the astute 
politica l obse rver reads the 
newspaper not (or not merely) to be 
informed of the news, which he has 
probab ly al ready heard on the 
'grapevine', but to see what hitherto 
private information is being brought 
into the public domain and made an 
issue in the hope of making political 
'capital', News of a scandal migh t be 
an open secret for weeks; but when 
one reads about it in the paper, one 
knows th:u a particular poli tical 
factio n is publicizing this information 
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a nd trying the reby to make a 
pol itical issue of it. Thus every text, 
published by a poli tician carries with 
it a sub text of party strategy, 
constituted by the reader. 

Private news pa pers a nd the 
popular r ejection or panciyat 
democracy 
The acti vi ties of the priv~te press. in 
exposing the -rea l" workings of the 
paiiciiya t system. became critical in 
the 19805 , the pancayot system 
itself became more and more a 
counterfe it reali ty. By this is not 
mean t that it lacked popular 
leg itimacy (for it obviously had 
supporters) or that it was ineffective 
(or, at least, any less effective than 
parliamentar y de mocracy). but 
rather that the inevitable disjunction 
between the rules that govern a 
system and the way in which the 
system actually works had become so 
great that the structures or paiiciiya l 
democracy began to acquire a 
fictional c haracter. 

Th e fi e ti on bega n with the 
referendum. By having to fi ght 
against poli tical parties to win the 
referendum, the -Panchas· -- that is 
to say , the local leaders who were 
reputedly above party politics .- had 
to fully immerse themselves in it. By 
fi gh tin g against the collectively 
o rga nized parti es. the P3nchas 
became effectively a pol itical party 
of partyless people and Nepa l was 
tran sfo rmed fro m a partyle ss 
democracy to a one-party state tha! 
was r un by the pany less party. 
Meanwh il e, despi te their illegal 
statu s, Congress and various leftist 
groups were able to operate fairly 
open ly within the country. Congress 
boycotted the 1981 and 1986 general 

e lec ti ons, objecti ng to the ban on 
sn nding avowedly as the 
represent:lIive of a party and to the 
requirement that al l candidates be 
members of one of the 'class 
o rganisati ons' set up und er th e 
paiicaya l system. It did, however, 
field ca ndidat es (as panyless 
ind iv idua ls) in the 1987 loca l 
elections and 
incl udi ng 

won a number of seats, 
th e mayors hip of 
The duly elected party 

however, were later 
Kathmandu . 
members, 
removed from office by th e 
government upon thei r refusal to 
take part in the public processions 
celeb rati ng Mahend ra's gift of 
(pancayot) democracy to the people. 
Meanwhile, so me left ist groups 
campaigned in the national elections, 
and managed to re turn candidates in 
a few cases where their network of 
activists was particul arly strong, as 
in the Bhaklapur const ituency in 
1981 and 1986 and Chitwan in 1986. 
In the minds of the Nepale se 
intelli gen tsia .- th3t is 10 say, the 
newspa per readin g publi c the 
work of the politica l panics had 
become an ·open secret" and that of 
the state iI "counterfeit reality". 

Th e fi c ti on became morally 
bankrupt in the last few years of the 
1980s when corrup ti on sca nda ls 
caused grow in g disconte nt even 
am~n'!. liberal supporters o( th e 
pancayat system. Moreover, the 
exposures of the private newspaper 
SOplo.Ju'1c Vimorlo that constitutional 
process was be ing manipulated 
be hind the sce ne s by an 
'underground gang' wi th palace 
con nec tions gained considerable 
plaus ibility after the assassination 
311empt on its editor. At the same 
time, the dramatic changes in eastern 
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Eu rope not only encouraged hopes 
among Nepalese political ac ti VISts 
generally, but also led some of the 
Nepalese Commu nist factions to 
reassess their view of 'bourgeois 
de moc racy' and to con si der 
cooperation with the Congress party. 
At the NepaJi Congress Conference in 
Kathmandu in January, 1990 plans 
were announced (or a Movement for 
th e Restoration of Multi -Party 
Democracy to be launched on 
Febru ary 18th, the anniversary of 
the 195 1 estab li shment of the 
interi m gover nment after the 
overthrow of the Rana regime. The 
United Lefti st Front (ULF), an alliance 
of seven Co mmunist group s 
established early in th e month, 
joined with Congress in organizing 
the campaign. 

The movement began with 
demonstr:uions by party supporters, 
among whom stude nts were again 
predomin3n1. CI3shes with police led 
to a number of deaths and thousands 
of arreSls in Kathmandu an d 
elsewhere in the country. In 
mid-March the campaign appeared to 
be flagging, but it was revived with a 
call to the genera l pub lic to 
extinguish their lights at set times. 
This enabled the majority to register 
their protest in safety, whilst 
darkened st.reets embo ld ened an 
activist minOri ty to confront the 
police. ProteSts from professional 
groups Ind human-rights activists, as 
well as expressions of concern by 
foreign -a id donors also heig htened 
pressure on the government. Here 
the medic31 staff at the In stitute of 
Medicine. 
played an 
the world 
witness to 

Tribhuvan University 
important role vis-;\-vis 
press by givi ng public 
the number of ac ti vists 



and innocent bystanders broughl to 
clinics. wounded or dead. 

The inability of the government 10 
control Ihe shulHion was renected in 
the distribution of newspapers 
during the campaign. Normally when 
there is social unrest. -private~ 

newspapers are banned and the 
sarkiJri newspapers make no mention 
of the unrest. Such was also the case 
at the st2rt of the relaunched 
Movement on the 18th February. 
Out of all the different weeklies 
collected by the South Asia Institute. 
only five issues were received in 
February (Saplallik. Vimarsa 2.2.90; 
'1ol[ .bllumi 2, 9.2.90; Sam7kfii 2.2.90; 
Arali Sapliihik ).2.90). and these 
date from before the start of the 
ca mpaign on the 18th. Then ensued 
the usual period of silence from 
Nepal. from which foreign observers 
could infer somethi ng WIS happening 
but not what was happening. By 
mid·March, however. the -private" 
newspapers were again being 
published. and they remai ned so 
during the critica l April period as 
well. 

The turning point came at the end 
of March when anger over police 
firing led the in habitants of Patao. 
immediately south of Kathmandu. to 
set up a Public S3fety Committee, 
ell:pcl the police and block all access 
roads wi th ditches. Demonstrations 
continued e lsewhere in the Va lley 
towns. and at 7 a.m. on Friday. 6th 
April King Birendra br03dcast 10 Ihe 
nation announcing the dismissal of 
Prime Minister Marichman Singh and 
the appointment of Lolc. Bahadur 
Chand. He promised discussions with 
the opposition and the seuing. up of a 
Constitutional Reform Commission. 
This, however, was not sufficient to 
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S3tisfy public opinion and later in Ihe 
day around 200,000 people 
demonstrated in KaJhmandu for In 
immediate end 10 the ban on political 
parties. A smal1er body of 
demonstrators marched tow:ud the 
royal palace, some shoutinl slogans 
directly alainst the king. Apparently 
believing that the the palace itself 
would come under allack and having 
failed to stop the crowd with tear 
gas, senior police or military officials 
ordered mark sme n to open fire. 
Firing also occu"ed elsewhere in the 
city, killing perhaps fifty people in 
all. The Valley towns were placed 
under curfew; but after consu ltations 
with party leaders. who had up til 
now been under house arrest. it was 
announced on Sunday. 8th Apri l that 
the ban on parties was rescinded. On 
16th April the dissolution e f all 
pa;jciiyol in stitutions and the 
resignation of Prime Minister Lok 
Bahadur Chand was announced. On 
19th April veteran Conlress 
politician Krishna Prasad Bhltlarai 
was appointed Prime Minister, with a 
cabinet of three ministers each from 
Congress and the JJLF. two 
independents Ind two royalists. The 
Cabinet was invested with the 
legislative powers of the dissolved 
National Assembl y and was 10 run 
the country until elections nell:t 
spring. Full freedom of speech was 
also established, with papers even 
free 10 criticise members of the royal 
family. 

The government, the parties and 
the press in pa rli :ame ntry 
democ r acy 
The official entfY of political parties 
into Nepalese public life not on ly 
m:akes an:achroniSlic the continued 

deSignation of the se Nep:alese 
Jangu:age newspapers as being 
Mprivate -; it also spells a ncw 
relationShip between the parties. the 
government and the S1ale that will 
change the identity o( the official 
newspapers. In the past Corkhapalra 
and Th~ Rising N~paf stood 'above 
pOlitics' in the sense that both 
government organs claimed Ihe space 
of the common load and ell:cluded 
from public discourse the points of 
view of private intercst groups; that 
is to say. of po liticians and their 
panies. Presumab ly after the 
forthcomi ng May elections a party. or 
coalition of p3rties, will come to 
cons titu te the government. Whu 
will then happen to the Corkhupa/ru 
rem:ains to be seen. Will it remain a 
state newspaper or wi ll it become a 
government newsp:aper, strongly 
identified wilh the views of the party 
called to (orm the government? The 
rebirth of multi·party democracy 
after two decades of underground 
existence has led to the birth of 
numerous political parl.ies. In the 
p:aSt political observers h:ad only to 
keep tr3ck of the various factions 
within the NepaJi Congress Party and 
the factions. splinter groups and 
panies that emerged from the Nepal 
Communis t Party. In the past year, 
however, more than fifty new 
political parties have been formed. 
each with a leader representing a 
particular interest: liberal, socialist. 
popular, progressive, ethnic, regional, 
national, environment:al and so on. 
Of these parties. 47 intend to con test 
the May electi on, and to this effect 
had by hnuary 1991 applied fOr 
registration with the Election 
Commission. As for newspapers. 
there are presently 554 registered in 
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Nepal. Some serve as the nlouthpiece 
of a political party; others are more 
independent. but le:aning towards a 
party or supporting it on particular 
issues; others are one·man shows, 
representing the political interests of 
the edi tor and appearing on ly 
sporadically. 

What follows is a breakdown of 
Nepal's contemporary political 
spectrum into five main intereslS
the state. the Nepali Congress P:arty, 
various leftist parties. the former 
Panchas and political organiz:ations 
representing ethnic interests •• and a 
short nOte on where some of the 
more popul:ar newspapers, that may 
be purchased from New Road 
newsdealers. fit into this spectrum. 
Bearing in mind the proliferation of 
partics and the changeable nalUre of 
political .ffili3.lion in Nepa l, the 
following classification muSt also 
remain somewhat provisional. The 
particular newspapers regul:arly 
cellected by the South Asia Institute 
through ilS Kathmandu branch oCfice 
and archived in HeideLberg are 
indic31ed by 3n asterisk. wi th the 
dates of the holdings in parenthesis. 

The Nepa lese Slate 
Gorkhapatra . Kathmandu: The 
GorkhapD.lr:a Corporation. 
This ' government·owned newspaper 
is the country's largest. It has been a 
d3ily since 1960. Ahhough founded 
by Maharaja Dev Shamsber Rana in 
1901 with the avowed intenlion of' 
giving the people a platform for Iheir 
views. it is essenti311y a government 
mouthpiece with ulensive coverage 
o r oHicial pronouncementS and 
speeches by pro· regime politicians. 
Foreign news is generally tran slated 
from agency reports. The paper is 



10 

wrillen in a highl y S3ns kriti sed 
Nep31i. There is considenble over13p 
in contenl with Ihe English-Iangu:lge 
Riling Nepal. The paper is primarily 
read nOI for the news of political. 
economic or cullural events, but for 
government job advenisements and 
conlraclS put out to tender 

The Risil'lg Nepaf·,SAI 
Kathmandu : The 
Corpor3tion . 

1979-present} 
Gorkhapatu 

The Nepal Government's English 
language newspaper. overlapping in 
co ntents with its older. 
sister. publication. the Gorkh~patra. 
and renecting the ume official line. 
It was founded in 1965. The 
re3dership consiSts predomin3ntly of 
resident foreigners and touriSts . A 
guide to some of the articles 
published in Ihe last years of King 
Mahendra's reign and Ihe opening 
ones of King Birendra's is provided 
by Bruce 1. BelkR3p. A seleettd indu 
0/ articles from the Rising Nepal from 
1969 · 1976. Kuhmandu: 
Doc umentation Centre. Centre for 
Nepal and Asian Studies. 1978. 

The Nepalese Congress Party 
Oldest and mosl important of the 
panics . Founded by Nepalese 
dissident exiles in India in 1947 IS 
the Nepali National Congress . 
Adopted its present name on 
arn31gamation in 1950 with the Nepal 
Democratic Congress, an organizati on 
set up by estr3nged members of the 
R3n3 family . P13yed a leading role in 
the 1950/5 1 overthrow of Rana rule. 
Won an over31l m3jority in the 1959 
general election. but ou sted by 
Mahendra in 1960. Mounted violent 
resist3nce to the royal regime up to 
1962. thereafter ex Ira -systemic 

opposition of varying effectiveness 
till 13st yur's successful movement 
in which it collabor31ed wilh the 
United Leflist Front . The party 
chairman, Krishna Prasad Bhatlarai. 
is current ly Prime Minister, with 
three other Congress me mbers in the 
cabinet: Yogprasad Upadhyay3 (Home 
and Communications), Marsh31 Julum 
Shaky a (Supply. Cons tructi on and 
Transport) and Mahendra Narayan 
Nidhi (Water Resources 3nd Local 
Development). BhaHarai is 3t odds 
wilh party general secretary. Girij. 
Praud Koinla . 'Supreme leader' 
Ganesh Man Singh, • senior figure in 
the party since its roundation, holds 
the ring. The party is professedly 
socialist. but in effect, like Ihe Indian 
Congress Party, a coalition of 
divergent interests and ideologies. 

Nepal Pu.k/Jr· }SAl 1985, 9O-present} 
has been the official organ of the 
Congress Party since its foundation in 
1947, but was bllnm;d (1.Ion: with 
the Pany) in 1960. It reappeared in 
recent ycars on a free·lance buis, 
but is now re-established IS the 
party's official mouthpiece. 

RaHra PulQr- {SAl 1985, 89 .90} 
which tried to take the place of Nepal 
Pukiir, has been published si nee 
1968. Its fonner editor, Hom Nalh 
Dahal. has now moved 10 the 
Gorkhapatra. 

SoptGhik Vimars'a (also published IS 
Slip,lfhik Vjma,jc, Vi/a Janjyoti, 
Nepal. AwlijJ ISAI 1984·85, 89· 
present). Founded in 1971. this 
weekly, the most influenti:al in the 
private sector (present circulation ca. 
25,000), has undergone v3 rious 
ch3nges or name, p3rtly as a result of 

falling foul of the press regul:llions. 
It W3S known as Siiptiihik Mane for 
the first two years of publication, bUl 
it has no connection with another 
paper which now bears th3t title. 
Initially financed by Surya Bahadur 
Tbapa, prime minister from 1979 to 
1983 the paper lended to follow, in 
general, his 'liberal' pauoyat line 
wbilst also giving some space to 
advocates of a multi-party sySlem. 
It also waged a constanl campaign 
against ' the underground gang' 
(bhumigQt giroha) , a coterie said to 
be manipulating the political syStem 
by extra-constitutional means . Its 
prestige and circulation were boosted 
following the alfempled aSS3ssination 
of its guest editor in 1986 and the 
arrest of prominent alleged gang· 
members and the ir subsequent 
conviction for the crime. Since 1990 
the paper tends to support the 
Congress Party. although remaining 
critical of certain policies within the 
ririy seen as Oeuayina the original 
party li ne. such as the opening up to 
ex·Panchas. Its publisher, Kesh:ab 
Raj Pendali, was once personal 
secrel ary to the Co~gress leader B.P. 
Koir3.13. 

D~:all tar Soptahit- ISM 1989· 
pr e s e 1'1 t } . This independent 
newsp3per is close to the Congress. 
though opposing certain individuals 
wilhin the Party. After Siplahik 
Vimars-o and Drsli (see below), it is 
probably the third lusest weekly in 
circulation. inlern31 quarrels have 
recently led 10 its reorg3nisation: it 
will now appe3t under the new n3me 
Suruci. 
Other p:apers supporting Ihe Nepali 
Congress P3rty are Sap'Ghij; Nepafl 
Avaj- ISAI 1989 · pruutJ. 

PunarjaBarall, )anmabhiimi Saptiihik. 
Mali- [SAl 1989·presel'lt}. )anamanc, 
Gandjll and Rojamali (Newari). The 
daily Parjvef is supported by the 
Finance Minister Or. Dellendra R3j 
Pandey . 

The Political Left 
The Nepal Communist Party, founded 
in India in 1949 by Pushpa Lal 
Shrestha, has since Mahendra'S 1960 
coup splintered into fifteen or sixteen 
different factions. Splits have been 
caused by tactical disagreements on 
participation in the pancoyat system 
and collaboralion with the NepaJi 
Congress, ideological disputes (often 
linked wi th divisions within the 
international communist movement) 
and by simple personality clashes. 
Seven of the groups 3greed in 
Janu3.fY 1990 to coll3borate in a 
United Le/tist Front, which then 
worked with Congress in the 
democracy movement and now 
shares power with it in the interim 
government. In December the four 
p3rties in the ULF, which+ did not 
have cabinet representation, quit the 
Front, charging that the other three 
had been advancing their specific 
party intereslS nther than working 
for Ihe Front as a whole, and that 
money collected from the public had 
not been properly used . Two of the 
remaining parties in the ULF merged 
in January this year. Not all the 
parties on the political left Ire 
represented by significant papers. 
Of the parties within the ULF, [he 
United Nepal Communist PaTlY 
(Marxist-LeniniSl) was formed in 
January 1991 by Ihe merger or the 
two most significan t groups wilhin 
the ULF: Nep:al Communist Party 
(Mar:r.is t ·Leninist) and the 
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Communist Party (Ma rxist). The 
former Leninist (the 'Mah Lehs') is 
usually regard ed as the most 
imporlant lefti st gro up, and is 
represe nted in the cabi ne t by 
Jhalanath Khanal (Agriculture. Land 
Reforms and Forestry and 
Conservatio n). Origi nated as the 
'Jhapali' group in the early 70s, when 
it was involved in Nuali te tenorism 
in Jhapa diSlrict; later renounced 
murder as a tactic but remained 
committed to armed revolu ti on . Put 
up candidates in the 1986 election, 
winning four seats (i n Kaski, Chitwan. 
Teh rathum and Jhapa) . while a 
sympathiser (who later deserted to 
the pa;cayllt camp) was elected from 
Jl am. Its 1989 party conference 
renounced Maoi sm and expressed 
support for a multi-party system, 
thus helping to pave the way for the 
1990 movement. Favours 'naulo 
janbad' (' new republic ' o r ' new 
democracy') as a long-term goal but 
accepts a purely formal role for the 
monarchy in the interim. Many 
cadres, including veteran leader 
Mohan Chandra Adhikari who was 
imprisoned from the 19705 until this 
January, are thought to remain 
Maoists at hean ; and it is official 
policy that 'reactionaries' and 'anti
nationals' should no t be allowed 
freedom to organise. The party also 
backed the Chinese governme nt's 
s uppression of the democracy 
movement last year. On the other 
hand. there are members. or 'fellow 
trav e ll ers', on the party's more 
liberal wing , wishing to abandon the 
name 'Com muni st' in fa vou r of 
'Sociali st'. 

The former Nepal Communist 
Party (Mar xist) cultivates c lose 
re lations with its Indian namesake, 

which is in power in West Bengal. Tt 
is led by veteran Communists. Man 
Moh an Adhika ri and Sa hana 
Pradhan. The laller, the widow of 
Pushpa Lal Shrestha, is Chairwoman 
of the United Leftist Front and 
Indu stry minisier in the interim 
governme nt , 

The newly const itu ted United 
Nepal Communist Party (Marxi st
Leninist), clearly dom in ates the left 
scene. It receives support from Dr:s.(i 
Sap/ahi"· (SAl 1990-prtSe n/J. 
Cha/phal· (SAl J985 J, the daily 
Sama foc ana and the Mukhpalra 
Nava)'ug (the official publication of 
the NCP:M -L). The Qefi Dayari 
Sap/ohik· and Miirrbhllmi. which also 
be long 10 th is group, originally 
supported the Marxist faction (led by 
Man Mohan Adhikari). Al so in the 
ULF is the Nepa l Communist Party 
(Manand har). a pro-Soviet grouping, 
named afte r its leader and repre· 
sented in cabinet by Nilambar 
Acharya (Law and Ju stice, Labour 
and Social Welfare, Tourism), wh o 
was once a studen t in the Soviet 
Union, The views of this party. 
whose stronghold is in the Tarai, are 
expressed by Madhyam. 
The rollowing partics quit the ULF in 
December 1990. The Nepal 
Communis I Part y (Fourth 
Convention) is a Maoist grouping, still 
ideologically close to the Mashal and 
Masal (see below) groups with which 
it was united until the 80s. Accepts a 
multi -party system for the present, 
but not as a long-term goal. Its 
leader until recently. Nirmal Lama, 
member of the Constitutional 
Re commendation s Co mmission 
atlraCl ed some criticism for a 
seemi ng attempt to attack the 
direction in which the Commission 

was going withou t first resi gning 
rrom it, Lama has now apparently 
been replaced as leader since the 
Gorkhiiparra (12 .12.1990), reporting 
the break-up of the ULF, refers to 
Lilamani Pokhrel in that position. It 
has now jOined the Mashal group (see 
below) with whom it has formed the 
Ekata Kendro. (Unity Centre). 

The Nepal Workers and Peasants 
Organisation is led by Narayan 
Bijukchheu (,Comrade Rohi!'), who 
split from Pushpa Lal ShreSlha in 
1975/lS. Apart from some limited 
suppon in the far west, draws nearly 
all its sl.rength from Bhaktapur, 
where it has a firm grip on the 
Jyapus (Newar cultivator casle), One 
of the first leftist groups to adopt an 
'enlryi st' approach to the paiicayat 
system, it won the Bhaktapur seat in 
1981. When its victorious candidate 
broke with the Party, allegedly after 
succumbing to the blandishments oC 
Prince Dhirendra. a new candidate 
was put up successfu lly in 1986. 
Following the 1987 killing of Ihe 
198 1 candidate , Rohit and many 
associates were kept in prison until 
the victory of the democracy 
move ment . The party remains 
orrici ,a ll y Maoi s t but is 
simultaneously commi tted to a multi
party system I Its views are 
expressed through the paper Avaj. 

Other parties, who left the ULF, 
include the Nepal Communist Pany 
(Amatya) based mainly in Patan and 
s upported by Nepa/i Samocar 
Sap/aftik and Astifva; The Nepal 
Communist Party (Tulsilal). an 
allegedly p ro -Soviet group, 
something of a one-man band whose 
leader TuIsilal Amatya was the only 
Nepale :i e po liti c ian to express 
support for Saddam Hussain after the 
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invasion of Kuwait; and the Nepal 
Communist Patty (Varma), a small , 
pro· Soviet grouping, led by Krishna 
Rai Varma. It seems to have no 
newspaper of its own 

Other leftist groups who remained 
outside the ULF, include the Nepal 
Communist Party (Mashal). probably 
the most influential of the 'hard-line' 
Communist g roups remain s 
committed to Maoist revolution and 
denounces the Marxi st-Leninists for 
selling out to 'capitalist democracy'. 
Its leader, known only 3$ Parchand 
Split from Mohan Bikram Singh's 
group, to which it is still close 
ideologically, in the early 80s. It has 
now been joined by the NCP (Fourth 
Convention) 10 form the EkolO Kendro. 
(U ni ty Centre) . This group is 
represented mainly by Prsthabhumi
(SAl 1990J. funher by y~jQna, J)'a/a. 
Nepafbhuml, Usa Saplahik, and the 
Newari Inap . 

A second group is the Nepal 
Communist Party (Masal). a hard -line 
Maoist party led by Moban Bikram 
Singh, who beca me we ll -known 
nat ion all y during the re£erendum 
campaign. Weakened by the splill ing 
oCf of the NCP (Mashal) group (about 
198 1) and 4th convention group 
(1984). Objections to Singh's 
personal behaviour. he is reputedly a 
womaniser and hard ·drinker, rather 
than ideological dirferences may 
have been responsible for both splits. 
The party publishes Mahima and 
Ugan/ar. 

Other groups. of considerably less 
significance, include the Nepa l 
Marxist-Lenin ist Party, Proletarian 
Workers Organisation, and the 
Shambhuran , Haihar Junj Shah, 6th 
Convention and Nepa l Communi st 
Party (Unity Centre) groups. 
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The former Pan chas 
Many Panchas haye now joined the 
Congress party ( 10 which many of 
Ihem had belonged before 1961 ) bUI 
IWO former prime ministers under 
the pancliyat sys tem came together 
to found a pan.y la rgely 
inco rporating other ex·acliyists 
under the old regime . Named the 
National Democratic Party (Rastriya 
Prajalantra Pa rty), it split on Ihe 
yery day of its form.llion into two 
factions, each of which has registered 
se parately with the Election 
Commiss ion. 

The National Democratic Party 
(Ch and) is led by Lok Bahadur Chand, 
a yeteran pa'iicayat politician, the last 
of seyeral terms as prime min ister 
being in Apri l th is year between the 
dismissal of Marichman Si ngh and 
the appointmen t of th e current 
premier Krishna Praud Bhaltarai . 
Backed by Pashupati Shumshere 1.B. 
Rana, generally regarded as one of 
the more capable panca.yat leaders 
and a key figure in the negoti ations 
leading to the es tablishment of the 
interim goyernment. the party is 
rumored to haYe receiyed funds from 
the Queen, It is thought to haye 
ex ten si ye support in the western 
hi ll s, where many apparently regard 
it as 'the king's party'. The Yiews of 
th e Nationa l Democratic Pa rt y 
(Chand) are yoiced mainly by 
SamiJcsa- ISAI 1985, 1989-prtsent/, 
as we'lI as by the Saptahik Mane -
ISAI 1984-85, 89-90/. Navaras, and 
Cakfu· (SAl 1989·90). 

The Na ti onal Democratic Party 
(Thapa) is led by Su rya Bahadur 
Thapa. once a close collaborator of 
King Mahendra und er whom he 
suyed as premier from 1966 to 

1969. After Bi rendra's accession he 
began agitating for reform within the 
paiieayat system and was imprisoned 
for a year_ Drafted in again as 
premier following the 1979 
disturbances, he was one of the 
architec ts of th e pancayat side's 
yicto ry in the 1980 referendum. 
Remoyed after a yote of 
no-co nride nce in 1983, genera ll y 
seen as engineered by the palace, he 
again acted as an opposition within 
the pancayal system. Widely seen as 
corrupt, though also with genuine 
liberal leanings, he now probably has 
much less support in the coun try 
than Chand, who replaced him as 
prime minister in 1983. After the 
success of the Moyement Thapa 
founded his own paper, the Ntpali 
Patra- ISAI 1990 -prtunt}. which 
now is the yoice of the National 
Democratic Party (Thapa). In 
August 1990 its editor Pada m 
Thakurati (the journalist who - while 
wi th Saptahik Vimsa - had been the 
intended yiClim of assassination by 
Bharal Gurung and Co) resigned and 
joined the Nepali Congress. He was 
succeeded by Janardan Acharya . 
The parly is also supported by 
lanajyoti and the daily Hindu Dajni"
(SAl 1990-prtsent/. Another paper 
close to the Thapa group is 
Samracana. 

Politica l 
Repr esentin & 

Organizations 
Ethni c Interests 

The number of papers published by 
'ethnic' parties seems to be rather 
small . The weekly Chahora* {SAl 
1991 J is close 10 the 'Mongol National 
Or;anisation'. The Hindi paper 
Visie!o';l represents the yiews of the 
Nepal SadbhaYana Party, based in 

r 
I 

I 
I 

the Tani; and l anamukti is the paper 
of the Rastriya lanamukti Morca. 
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Finall y mention should be made of 
the yaluable service Mahesh Chandra 
Regmi has proyided for non-Nepali 
speak:e rs interested in political 
deve lopments as reported in the 
Nepalese press , Hi s Nepal Prtss 
Digest , abs lractin g in Engli sh 
transhtion , press-clippings from a 
broad yariety of priute newspapers, 
has been published from Lazimpa l 
(Kathlnandu) since 1963. For anyone 
interes ted in the ups- and downs of 
Nepalese politics or in the language 
of politics, there is no substitute for 
the newspapers themse lyes; but for 
anyone seeki ng qui ck and easy 
access to current political issues, 
Nepal Prtss Digest is a must (SA l 
1963- prese ntJ . 

LffiRARY RESOURCES FOR NEPALESE STUDIES IN WNDON 
Michael Hutt 

Londo n is a long way from 
Kathm.andu: the two cities haye little 
in co mmon exce pt , perh aps, a 
grow ing trarric problem and the 
palace of a constitutional monarch . 
But fo r historical reasons there are 
seyernl valuab le collections in 
London of material relating to Nepal. 
Altho Ul gh these are readily accessible 
10 bona fide researchers, they are 
currenlly somewhat under-used. My 
intention here is to bring Ihese 
collections 10 the nOlice of European 
schola.rs. This is by no mean s a 
compr-chensiye survey - th ere are 
many other oddities tucked away 
here and there, no doubt. and seyeral 
of London's enormous mu seums 

possess large collections of art and 
sculpture from the Himalayan region. 
Sut here I shal t mention the mai n 
cen tres for library research, as well 
as some of the more in teresting and 
unique material they con tai n. 

There are at present three 
libraries with substan tial holdings of 
books in Nepalese languages 
(principall y, but not exc\usiyely, 
Nepa li ), of books in European 
languages relating to Nepal and of 
Nepalese manuscripts. These are the 
India Orrice Library and Records 
(lO LR ) near Wa terloo Station, the 
Orie nt al Manu scripts and Printed 
Books (OMPS) division of the British 
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Library and Ihe Library of the School 
o f Orienl:1l and African Sludies 
(SOAS), both in Bloomsbury, In e:1rly 
1991, the colleclions of Ihe IOLR and 
the OMPB are to be merged 10 form 
one single library within the general 
framework of the British Library. 
Here I shall tre:1t lhe IOLR and OMPB 
as two sepllrate co llections, since 
'hey are currently c3'310gued as such 
and likely 10 remain so for some 
lime. 

Publications in Nepa li 
One of lhe problems I have faced 
whi le conducting rese:1rch into Nepali 
literature is Ihe speed with which 
Nepali public:1tions go 'out of prim' in 
Nepal and th e non-appe:1rance of 
second editions. Thus, any library 
collection of NepaJi books and 
pamphlets is o f great value, si nce 
most of the material il contains will 
nOI be avail:1ble elsewhere, even (in 
some cases) in Nepal itself. Each of 
these libraries holds a Nepali 
collection : SOAS has aboul 650 
volumes, Ihe lOLR some 750 (about 
570 differem litles) and the OMPS 
some 400 volumes. The majority of 
Ihese are published works of Nep:11i 
lileratu re: colleclions of poetry and 
shon stories, dram:1s, novels, esS3.ys 
and works of literary history and 
crilicism. AlIhough numerically 
dominant, Ihese sections of each 
collection are the least-used by 
scholars working on Nepal, who have 
by and l arge ignored thc 
considerab le lilerary inlerest and 
soc io-pOlitica l relevance o f much 
Nepali literature. Each collection also 
contains many studies of other topics 
in Nepali. 

The oldest collection is Ihe lOLR's: 
it contains a copy of 'he Ser:1mpore 

Bible of 1821, the rirst book ever 
printed in Nepali, and a copy of the 
firsl edition of Bhanubhakta' s 
celebra ted Ramo ), ana from 1886. 
Alt houg'h dominalcd by Nepali 
literature - and within th :\( cllcgory 
by works published in the early 
decades of this cen tury, including 
numerous translations from the Giro, 
the Mahobhorota, various Puranas 
and several interestin g ritual and 
astrological texts (Khando Jagaunc 
Kabitta, Svasthani Vrata Ko/ha etc.) . 
there arc also biogr:1phic ve rse 
descriptions of cas le in Nepal 
(Tharagotrap ravaravali), and studies 
of Nepalese art, festivals and folk 
literature, public fin:1nce, health care 
provision, epigraphy, law, linguistics, 
hi sto ry, eco nomics, po lit ics, 
P:1nchayat and so on. An item of 
particular usefulness is MecideJ:hi 
Mahakali a four-volume compendium 
of informalion on Nepal arranged by 
geoguphical region and published in 
1974. A catalogue of all Nepali books 
and pamphlets acquired by the IOLR 
after 1902 was published in 1985, 
after which date Bri tish Library 
responsibility for the acquisi tion of 
Nepal i maleriais was passed 10 the 
OMPB. 

The SOAS collection is of more 
recent origin than that of the IOLR 
and most of the material it contains 
dates back no further Ih an the 
1930's. Much of it was assembled by 
Sir R.L. Turner and Dr. T.W. Clark. 
Again, NepaJi literary works fonn the 
majority: the SOAS collec tion is 
broadly representa tive of NepaJi 
literature from 1930 to 1960, 
conta ining almost every wor!: by 
Laksmiprasad Devkota, Lekhnath 
P3udyal and Balkrishn3 S3m3 as well 
as fiction and poetry by m3ny other 
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authors and a fair number of critical 
studies. The coverage of more recen l 
litera.ture is. howeve r, somewhat 
patchy . 

Tbe OMPB collection dales from 
the period 1958 to 1977, although 
there are a few stray ilems from 
earli(~r in the centu ry. Li terary 
\Vorb are predominant. Due to the 
somew hat hapha za rd manner in 
which these collections have been 
assembled, many of Ihe books in the 
OMPS are duplicates of those at SOAS 
and the IOLR . Eac h collection , 
however, contai ns rare item s 
unaVAilable elsewhere. Thus, the 
OMPS contains several importan t 
works of Nepali literature (Parijat's 
fiTSt collection of short stories, Sadalr. 
ra Pratibha, was onc Ihat delighted 
me) that I have not found elsewhere • 
even in Kathmandu bookstores. 
There arc also miscellaneous issues 
of several Nepali journals - Purnima , 
Nirduan etc . . from Ihe late 1950s 
and early 1960s which are of great 
interest . 

Boo'ks In ot h er Nepalese 
lang;u agu 
Each of Ihese libraries holds a 
substantial number of books (and , in 
the inst ance o f Ihe IOLR, 
manuscripls) in Tibetan (much of the 
IOLlt manuscript colleclion dates 
bac!: to the Younghusband ElIpedition 
of 1904), Hindi (SOAS holds over 
5,000 boo!:s) and Mailhili - all 
languages spoken in Nepal, but very 
little of Ihis material is Nepalese in 
origin. There is really no collection of 
books in any Nepalese language other 
Ih :1n Nepali worth menlioning 
c hi e fl y because Nepal's other 
languages (with the ClIceplion of 
Newari) rarely enter prin!. There 

are, nonetheless, a few stray items of 
inlercst ; dic ti onaries of Limbu, 
Gurung and Kulung Rai, as well as a 
rare collection of articles and poetry 
in the Tharu language T h a r u 
Sanskri ti arc avai lable at the IOLR: 
and dictionaries and grammars of 
Lcpcha and Limbu at the OMPB. The 
SOAS colleclion contains a copy of the 
Tamba Kailcn vha; Rimlhim 
discussed by A.W, Macdonald (1975) 
in his arlicle The Tamang as. Seen by 
One of Themselvcs' , as well as 
grammars and linguistic sludies of 
other Ne palese (mai nly Tibeto
Burman) languages, 

Each library holds a very small 
number of books in Newari, al though 
none of these collections cou ld be 
described as being in any way 
represen tative , of Newari literature. 
The largest colleclion appears to be 
at the OMPB there are 
approximately 150 items there , 
mostly of poetry, fiction and drama, 
but also one or two interesting 
historical and political studies. 

Books on Nepal in El.iropea n 
languages 
The SOAS collection is perhaps the 
mosl extensive of these, amouming 
to about 1,000 volumes in all, and . 
conlaining almost every work on 
Nepal published in Europe and the 
USA, as well as most that have 
eman3ted from India and Nepal 
ilself. The oldest standard works on 
Nepal are those by Ham ilton, 
Kirkpatrick, Hodgson, Old fie ld, Uvi, 
Landon Cl al. Many works on 
Nep:1lese history arc present, ranging 
hom those of Mahesh Regmi to 
Ludw ig Stiller and Mary Schlusser. 
There are endless reports, £easibility 
studies and su rveys from aid 
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agenc ies and from Ihe Nepa lese 
governmenl. as we ll as the published 
results of each na lional census. Mosl 
arc in Eng lish. bUI Ihere arc a.lso 
publ ications in French. German and 
Russian. 

Pe ri odi c al s 
The Periodicals Seclion of Ihe SOAS 
lib rary subscribes 10 the fo llowing 
journals of re levance 10 scholars 
interesled in Nepal: 

Ancienl Nepal. Himal ( full 
collec tion from 1988) . Himalayan 
Ruearch BullelinlNlwslelter of the 
Nlpal Srudiu Association (full 
collection). Ka ilash (fu ll collection 
from 1973), Con " ibulions 10 

Nepalese Studies (fu ll collection from 
1973), Journal of the Nepal Research 
Cent re. Parbote (Bri tish Gu rkha 
newspaper) and Nepali (beginning 
with 1968). Back issues of each of 
these are held in bound volumes. 

There is a series of the essential 
Nepal Press Digest from 1963-1986 
(we hope Ihe SOAS subscription will 
soon be renewed 10 Ihis). The 
Library also holds issues o f several 
now-defunct journals. including Ihe 
Gorkha Khabar Kagal vol. 28 nos 1-
12 (Darj eel ing. 1927) and Ihree 
issues of J nd rUI i. an influe ntial 
bilingual poetry magnine. edited by 
L.P. Devkota. from 1956. There are 
also four volumes of the Newari 
journal Nepala from 1952-56. 

Manuscript co ll ect io ns 
The mos l important o f ' th ese is 
undoubled ly Ihe Hodgson ColJeclion, 
held at Ihe IOLR. Brian Hough ton 
Hodgson (1800- 1894) was a British 
Res ident in Ka thmandu from 1820-
1843 , and also lived in Darjeeling 
from 1844-1858. He was one of Ihe 

firS I Europeans 10 co nd uct and 
publish research on Nepa l and the 
subjects he covered included history, 
geography. elhno logy , biology. 
zoology, religion and linguistics. The 
Hodgson Collection is enormous: there 
are over 100 large bound volu mes of 
papers, but a catalogue exi slS only 
for material in English. Most of this 
has already bee n pub lis hed in 
Hodgson's Essays on ' he Language, 
Literature and Religion of Nepal and 
Tibet and in Ihe Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society 0/ Bengal be tween 
1828 and 1880. In add ition 10 

material in English, there are also 
papers in Nepali , Persian, T ibetan, 
Newa ri, an d some i nteresti ng 
spec imens of wr iting in what I 
assume to be Lepcha and Li mbu. 

Tha t Hodgson had academic 
a mbitions is demonstra ted by his 
obv ious 3nnoyance al the discovery 
that the Hungarian scholar Csoma de 
KOras had pre-empted his work on 
the Tibelan Kangyu r: 1 came across 
tbe following note in Hodgson's own 
hand in Vol. 97 of Ille collection: 
RThe Karchuk or Catalogue of the 
Kahgyu r, translated wil h aid of 
Bhotias, and held back owing 10 De 
Coros' more authentic labours being 
JUSt then avai l3ble. Th is, however, 
was done and sent to Cala before De 
Coros had arrived or wrillen on the 
subject and therefore his discovery 
of the true nature of the Kahgyur 
(tra nslalions from Sanscrit) hild been 
anticipated by me. BHH" 

In 1984 I compiled a prelimin3ry 
lisl of the Nepali materi al in th is 
collec ti on, a nd th e {o ll ow ing 
summary should give an impression 
of what is available. Since Hodgson 
was con fined 10 Ihe Kathm andu 
Valley, and his movementS wilhin 

Ihe Valley were reslTicted too. he 
relied heavi ly upon local informants. 
There are over 400 items in Nepali . 
written in various hands and ranging 
in length from a single fo lio to over 
80 pages. In terms of their subject 
maner, these can be grouped under 
six very broad headings. 

I. Sljujstjcs 
Some 3,000 fo lios are filled with land 
revenue statistics re lating 10 various 
places in various years. For examplc, 
three whole volumes (about 1, 100 
folios) are dedicated to Ka thmandu 
reven.ues in nine d iffe re nt years 
betw l:en 1806 an d 1824, and a 
sim ila r qua nti ty to revenues from 
'B bat gaon' ( Bh akt ap ur) for five 
different years between 1800 and 
1828. Other tables document land 
revenue assess men IS and receiptS in 
the Tarai and l umla: from mines and 
various categories of cultivated land ; 
se t OUI the recei pts o f Nepal 's 
c us to ms houses; a r my pay 
sca les;government emp loyees' pay 
scales; imports and exports; Ihe 
conten ts of national arsenals: and 
Ihe mon thly expe nses o f va rious 
members of the royal household. 

2. Qcnea lo&ies, vamsavalL hjstorical 
~f!!S, etc, 
About a dozen recensions and several 
su mm aries of the Gorkha Vomsavoli, 
and innumerable lists of kings. both 
Shahs. a nd Mall as. Hodgson's 
in formants also supplied accounts of 
the n:igns of several kings , of the 
co nqueSl of Garh wal and th e 
campa.igns of Prith vi Narayan Shah. 

3 . .Ethnog raphy 
Copious descriplions of the 'manners 
and customs' and sometimes the 
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funerary rites of mOSI of Nepal's hill
tribes: Newars, Lepchas, ' Mu rmis' 
(Tamangs), Magars, Sun uwars, Hayus, 
Limbus, 'K ira las' and Gurungs. 
Innumerable lists of casles and clans 
from various ethnic grou ps and 
regions. 

4. Politjcal jntelligence 
Severa l i n terest in g nO les. 
presumably passed to Hodgson by 
spies wi thi n Ihe Nepalese 
governme nl, in fo rm ing him of 
intrigues at court. Also li sts of 
Ch inese offici als in Kathmand u, and 
of Nepalese soldiers. Unable to leave 
the capital, Hodgson acq uired a 
know ledge o f topogra ph y by 
com missioning route itineraries from 
travellers arri vi ng from Pek in g, 
Khasa and outlying districls of Nepal. 
Lists of towns, villages, pilgrimage 
si tes and forts, and seve ral 
r ud ime ntary charts and maps 
(including four fons in Sikkim). 

5. Law and admjnjmaljoD 
Hodgson eviden[ly acqu ired much of 
th is in forma tio n by compili ng 
questionnaires in Nepali , and having 
them filled in. Many of these shed 
ligh t upon the tax system, the 
operation of the judiciary and police 
courts, scales of punishmenl for 
various crimes. caste laws and the 
postal relay system. 

6. Reli&ioD and an 
Data on iconography and philosophy. 
chieny in the form of completed 
qu eSl.ionnaires. Li sts and Nepali 
translations of in scriptions in the 
Valley: [he texts of folktales: nQles on 
silver coinage; re li gious ca lendars; 
descriptions of various festiva ls. 
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TIlE IffilNOMUSICOLOGICAL RESEARCH OF OR. A A. BAKE 
Cuol Tingey 

Arno l d Bak e pioneered 
ethnomusicological research in Nepal, 
as well as in many other areas of 
South Asia. The record in gs and dala 
collected during his two field trips to 
the Kathmandu Valley in 1931 and 
1955·56 have su rvived as an 
invaluable resource for sc holars 
today . The colleclion, which is 
dislributed belween a number of 
locations, may be itemized as follows: 

Sound r eco rd ings 
i) Wu cy linders (1931) . 75 
recordings. inc lud ing Buddh ist 
man llas and Newar devotional and 
seasona l music. OriginalS and tape 
copies held at the Nalional Sound 
Archive (NSA). 
ii) Reel· to-ree l tapes (1955 ·56). 92 
reeordings. including caca (carya git), 
Vedic chantS, dapha, other Newar 
and Nepali devoti onal . seasonal and 
fes ti val music , nova baja, women's 
songs, gaint songs, music of peoples 
outside the Valley and army jhyaurt . 
Originals held OI l the NSA . Copies at 
SOAS Centre of Music Studies. 

Cini mms 
Approximately 
colour £il m 

3 hours of b&w and 
(1931 & 1955-56), 

covering mudra, carya dance. Newar 
masked dancesand fe stivals. Also 
included a doc umentary film on 
Newar life, A Ytar in Nepal, by Colin 
Rosser (1956). OriginalS held at the 
National Film Archive. Video (VHS) 
copy at SOAS CenU"e of Music Studies. 

Photog raphs and t ranspa renc ies 
Appro xima t e l y 6 50 b&w 
photographs ( 193 1 cl 1955 -56) 
in c luding mUSICJan s , portraits, 
bui ldings, architeclural features and 
sculplures. Approximately 50 colour 
transparencies (1955-56), mostly of 
festivals. Photos & negatives held in 
private collection, Barc hem. The 
Netherlands. Transparencies he ld at 
SOAS Centre of Music Studies. 

Fie ld notes and r esearch r epor ts 
Including song texts and English 
tran slations, reports and other data 
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(193 ·1 & 1955·56). Held in SOAS 
Library. Ref. pp MS 21: Bo. 6. 

Lect u res 
Lectures on Nepalese music (1934 . 
63) in English , Dutch, French & 
German . Draft of a chapter on 
Nepa.lese music (c.1957). Originals 
held at Barchem, The Netherlands. 
Photocopie5 at SOAS Centre of Music 
Studies. 

Letlotrs a nd memor abilia 
14 letters from Bake in Nepal 10 his 
mother (in Dutch). 1931. 23 leners 
from Bake in Nepal to his siSler (in 
Dutc h). 1955·56, Held at the India 
Office Library. Ref. MMS.Eur.F.191 : 
Bo.es I & 2. 

As :In aid to scholars using Bake's 
Nepalese field -work material, Carol 
Tingey has produced an annotated 
gu ide to the collection (M.Mus.Diss., 
Lond on 1985). For a review of the 
col1c:c ti on. see he r paper ~Th e 
Nepalese field -work of Or. Arnold 
Adrilln BakeM in Elhnomusicology and 
the His torical Dimensio.n ed. M.L. 
Philil?P (Ludwigsburg 1989). 

WHATS NEW AT TU: 
An interview with Vice Chancellor Basudev Chandra Malla 

Martin Gaenszle 

1990 brought sweeping polilical 
changes to Nepal. The popular 
mov,ement. organized by Ihe 
previously banned Congress Party 
and United Le ft Front (ULF). 
succc:eded in forci ng the Palace to 
reform the cons titUlion and introduce 

a mu1!i · party democ ratic system. 
How have these politi cal changes 
affected Tribhuvan University (TU), 
the coun try's major institut ion or 
higher eduction? And what do the 
changes menn for foreign researchers 
who seek affiliation with TU? 
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On 26 December 1990 I lalked 
with Professor Basudev Chandra 
Malla, the new Vice-Chancellor of TU, 
and raised these very queslions. 
Professor Malla is a polilical scientisl, 
who headed Ihe Polilical Science 
Deparlmenl at TU during the 
seventies. He was dismissed in 1976 
on grounds of his political affiliation 
with Ihe Nepal Congress Pany. He 
later worked as a visiting professor 
aI Ihe Cenlre for Economic 
Development and Administration 
(CEDA). The following is a selcclive 
summary of my talk with Professor 
Malla. 

ReI'lIing to my first question 
concerning changes at the Universily, 
ProC. MaUa pointed out Ihat after Ihe 
success of the People's Movemenl, all 
the higher office-holders were forced 
to resign. The University was thrown 
into ~a pell-mell cond ition" in which 
he along wilh all his new colleagues, 
"had to Sl3rt from scratch" . After the 
posts of Vice-Chancellor, Rector and 
Registrar had been filled, new facuhy 
de ans, research centre directors 
(CEDA, CNAS, CERID, RECAST) and 
campus chiefs were appointed. 

To cope wilh the demands and 
in leresIS of Sludents, leachers and 
non-academic employees, several 
university commillees were formed 
to make suggestions for institutional 
changes. Pro£. Malla said, "We had 
the very great task of making a new 
university a ill, or you may say 
university constitution. This has now 
been completed and given to the 
govemmem for rectification . The old 
existing ai" does not take care of all 
the problems and aspirations of the 
studen t s, tea c hers, and 
administrative SlafC." Among the 
planned institutional changes is 

provision for a senate which will 
allow adequate representation of 
these three interest groups. Under 
the previous system the heads of 
representational bodies were oft en 
appointed from above rather th an 
elected. Now this is being changed in 
line with the new democratic values. 

The second important institUlional 
change noted by Prof. Malla, is that 
the contracts of teachers, who had 
previously worked on a temporary 
basis CThere was always a sword of 
Damodes hanging over them") are 
being offered on a longer term and a 
selective time-bound promotion 
scheme has been introduced. 

Another of my questions 
conce rned the rol e of foreign 
universities in the reorganized 
Nepalese academic system. ProC. 
Malla emphasized that institutional 
linkages with foreign uni versities 
and research institutes and exchange 
programmes will continue. Indeed, 
he added, "They must be enhanced 
also." 

As far as research in general was 
concerned. th e Vice-Chancellor 
pointed out that in the fu ture new 
policies will be designated to bring 
forth "more viable programmes·. By 
this he meant more coordinated 
programmes which may also be 
larger in scale; and in this way an 
improvement on the present "ad hoc 
practices~ . 

Res ponding to the question 
whether there will be a shift in the 
emphasis of research, Prof. Malla 
stressed the importance of both 
applied and academic research. 
Applied research in such fields as 
economics, management, adminis
tration, education, etc. will remain 
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crucia:! for the formulation of policy 
as Ihl:re is collaboration with political 
bodies like the Planning Commission. 
"We feed them with ou r findings". 
On tbe other hand, academic research 
in such fields as history, 
anthropology and sociology will also 
continue to play an important role. 
Moreover, the new constitution "will 
open new avenues for research 
studi~:s". For examp le , language 
studies will assume new $ignificance, 
as the "constitution has recognized 
that a ll these rastriya languages - the 
various languages of the nation 
together with Nepali, th e state 
language - should be encouraged". 
Asked. about other fields which may 
gain II new impetus. Prof. Malla drew 
attention to the study of Ayurvedic 
medicine. "We have been giving lip 
service to the promotion of Ayurved 
( ... but) in spi te of this. nothing has 
been done". 

EVI:ntually I raised the issue of the 
affilialion of foreign researchers. and 
the difficulti es and complaints that 
have often been voiced by both 
researchers and members of 
affiliating institutions that there was 
not enough cooperation and academic 
feed -back. The Vice-Chancellor 
acknowledged the probl e m, 
expressing the feeling thal mutual 
harmony is somehow missing. He 
has discussed this with the Chief of 
the Research Division. Part of the 
proble m is due to the sometimes 
lengthy process of one's application 
throuf!:h the bureaucratic system and 
meeting all th e requirements 
necess ary to obtain a research visa. 
Though being aware of the fact that 
"red tape" cannot easi ly be 
eliminated. ProC. Malla expressed 
confidence that th e administrative 

process can be speeded up: "I think 
Ihis should be stream li ned, and 
mutual confidence on both sides 
must be forged". 

My last question was a more 
personal one: What kind of research 
wou ld he as a political scientist like 
to see being done? Here, ProC. Malla 
mentioned the topics of 
administrative accountability and 
productivity, or, more generally. the 
role of .administratorS: in the 
democratic system. He also named 
constitutional problems as a potential 
fi e ld of Study, as well as 
con temporary political processes. 
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CONFERENCE NEWS 
Lin guist ic Society or Nepal Holds 11th Annual Conftrenu 

Despite Ihe l ime absorbed by 
polit ica l activities duri ng the fiut 
ha lf of the yea r. the newl y 
consliluled body of the Lingui stic 
Society of Nepal was able 10 go ahead 
with i LS 11th Annual Conference on 
the 26th • 27th November 1990 at 
CEDA·Hall. Tribhuvan Universi ty, 
Kirt ipur. -The conference was 
inaugurated by the newly appointed 
Vice·Chancell or of the University. 
Prof. B.C. Mall a. In his address the 
President of the Society, Abbi Subcd i 
reviewed the past decade of the 
Society in the contexl of the changed 
poli ti cal order in th e cQun try . 
Characterizing the past as inducive 10 
non-academic SIrUC lures in side the 
University. he expressed his hope for 
the deyclopment of an o pen , 
communic.lIive atlilude in a 
democra tic environment. 

Twenty papers were presented , 
focussing on lhree major areas: Indo
aryan language s lUd ies (Ne pal i, 
Maithili ) , T ibeto-Burma n language 
studies (Rai, Newari, Tibetan ), and 
didactic -c urr icular researc h in Ihe 
field of English as a foreign language. 
Among the part icipants were 
scholan from Britain, Germany, 
Indi a, Japan and USA. Especially 
meritorious were the eontributi ons 
by R.K. Sprigg on ~The Spelling-Style 
Pronunciation of Tibetan -, N.K. Rai 
and W. Winter on -Triplicated Verbal 
Adjuncts in Bantwa-, M.P. Pok hare l 
on - Passiv isation in NepaJi " and B.H. 
Mallhies on "Judge ment L2 Users by 
1I Speakers~. 

At the end of the second day the 

Soc iety passed the following 
resol uti ons: I . a depanment of 
lin g ui s tic s be estab lis hed at 

T ribhu va n Unive rs ity 10 conduct 
teaching and researc h in linguistics; 
2. in the forthcomi ng census, the 
Central Bureau of Stati Slics of Hi s 
Majesty's Gove rnme nt Nepa l be 
caUed upon to record language data 
from all speech communities in order 
10 facili tate systematic sludy and 
classifica tion of the languages of 
Nepal; 3. Tribhuvan Universi ty, His 
Majes ty's Government au d other 
responsible bodies be called upon 10 

begin a systematic s ur vey of 
languages in Nepal, espec ially of the 
languages facing extinction; 4 . the 
linguistic Society of Nepa l s tand s 
ready to provide its experlise and to 
participate in carrying out these 
resolutions_ 

The Society intends to publish the 
proceedings of the conference during 
the coming year. Infonnuion can be 
obtained from: The Linguis tic Society 
o f Nepa l, Kirtipur Camp us, 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Manfred T reu 

From Town to City - a nd Beyond 

Anyone who has witne ssed the 
c hanges whi c h Ka th mand u has 
unde rgo ne in the last se veral 
decades, knows that not on ly has 
there been an increase in popUlation, 
traffic, and construction but there 
has also been substantial change in 
the quality of living : traditional 
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Newar urbanism is giving way 10 a 
more western ·style city life. It was 
the aim of a four-day seminar held 
and o rga n iz.ed by the Goethe 
In stitute a nd the Solid Waste 
Management and Reso urce 
Mobilization Centre (SWMRMC) in 
collaboration with the South Asia 
Institute (Heide lberg) and ~Urban 

De velopmen t through Local Erro r t~ 

(UD LE) to discuss the related 
proble ms in a wider academic 
perspective while at the same time 
focussi ng on the practical issues of 
policy-making. 

The first day was devoted to the 
traditional concepts or Sout h Asian 
ci ties viewed in a historical context. 
Pror. R.L. Sin gh (Benares) gave the 
keynote address ~City , Culture and 
Rel i gion~, in which he s tressed the 
cos mological d imension of pre 
indu strial South Asian Cities and the 
role of their spatial concepts in a 
balanced 'habitat ecololY'. 

On the second d ay the seminar 
rocussed on trad itional urban cu lture 
in the Kathmandu Valley. In his 
keynote paper Or, Niels Gutschow 
expressed his co ncern ove r the 
deterioration of the Valley's cultural 
heritage and the increased adoption 
of western values, as in the current 
preference ror cl osed compound 
buildings over the public spaces of 
court yard archi tec tur e, Hi s 
description of Newar urban ism U I 
kind of - lost paradi se" from which 
the West ca n onl y learn cau sed • 
lively discussion, during which the 
decline of the gU lh i system emerged 
as a hot issue. 

The outlook for the future was the 
theme of the third day: ~Urban 

Deve lopment in Nepal Towards the 
End of the 20th Century~ . Or. Hans 

Christoph Rieger ( Heidelbe rg) 
emphasiz.ed in his paper the 
accelerating demographic changes to 
be expected within the next len 
years, and their implica tions. This 
was the time for lown planners and 
Government~ officials to voice and 
defend their policies. Controvers ial 
issues, such as decentraliz.ation and 
se ttlement regu lat io ns. we re 
discussed in what proved to be the 
longest session . 

Whereas these three sessions were 
-ex pert sessions- with about thirty 
scho lars and po licy -makers as 
participants, the fourth day _ on 
which summaries of th e three 
sessions were presented - was open 
to public discussion. Here academics, 
who usuall y tend to Slick 10 

themselveJ, engaged in dialogue with 
a wider group of interested persons. 
The ensuing discussion did not in all 
cases, howeve r , br idge th eir 
divergent interests and experiences. 

Marlin Gaensz.le 
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ANNOUNCEMENfS 
Proced ure of a pplica tion for r esearch in Ne pa l unc hanged 

Though the political changes in Nepal 
have had significant effectS on 
Trib h uvan University and the 
general academic atmosphere, there 
has not yet been any change (or 
planned changes) in the for mal 
procedure of application for a 
research perm it . As before, 
app lication forms have to be 
su bmilled to the Chief of the 
Research Divi sio n (O r. Kri sh na 
Bahadu r T hapa) in four co pi es, 
including the research proposal 
(p referably according to 
recommended format givin g details 
about the objective of the s tudy, the 
me th odology, sched ul ing and 
budgeting), and one letter from the 
home university, one fr om the 
sponsoring agency and one from the 
respec tive embassy in Kathmandu . 
If there is no sponsoring agency, a 
s tatement of the applicants 'S bank 
accoun t showing sufficient fund s is 
also accepted. 

Upon receipt of the application, 
the Research Divisi on decides to 
wh ich in s titute or departmen t the 
appl ican t should be affi li ated 
(preferences may be s tated), and the 
files are forwarded to that institulion 
for approval. If affi liation is granted, 
the application has to be formally 
approved by th e Research Division. 
the Rector and the Vice-Chancellor; 
befo re regis tra ti o n with the 
University can take place. Parallel to 
this process, the Research Di vision 
seeks a clearance from the Home 
Min islrY. In the past th is often 
proved t o be the mos t 
time.consum ing procedure. Since the 

estab l ishme n t of the new 
Immigration Depanment in Thamel 
integrated within the Home Ministry, 
clearance from the Ministry appears 
to move a bit faster After 
registration wilh the University and 
clearance from the Home Ministry, 
the application for a non·tourist visa 
goes through the Education Ministry 
to th e Immi gratio n Department 
which issues the visa. If all goes 
well. the Research Division assured 
me. the process can be completed in 
abou t three mont hs. S till 
applications should be submitted as 
early as possible. 

In 1989 a regu la ti on was 
introduced which created so me 
confusion and maybe still does: all 
post·doctoral r esea r chers are 
required to pay IS % their research 
budget to the University. This 
regulation is still valid, so it is worth 
clarifying that the total budget that is 
la ken into accou nt is the research 
budget proper (a ll owances. 
eq ui pment COSts. etc.) provided by 
the fundi ng agency, not the salary of 
the researcher. The IS % that goes to 
the Univers ily is shared in the 
following way: 7 % is paid to a -co· 
researcher- (usua ll y from the 
affil ia ting inst itute), 3 % to the 
arriliat.in g institute, and S % to the 
U ni versity administration . Con· 
sidering lhe dire financial situation of 
the University, it is unlike ly th at th is 
somewhat unpopular regulati on will 
be changed; or, if changes are made, 
they wi ll onl y come afte r May 
elections. 
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New Courses at SOAS in Nep:aU 
L a nguage and C ulture 

Nepali and Hjmalayao Sludjes a! 

SQM 
The School of Oriental and . African 
Sludies in London possesses ' :a long 
!radition of leaching and research in 
the fi eld of Nepali language and 
literature, and in various aspec ts of 
HimaJa yan cultu re perhaps the 
oldes! of any in stitution in Europe. 
The language tradition dales back: 10 
the pioneering work of Si r Ralph 
Lill ey T urn er , wh ose Ne p Q 11 
Die t i 0" a r y, a masterpiece of 
lexicography pu blished in 193 1, is 
st ill t he beu Ncpali-Eng li s h 
dictionary available, Subseq uentl y. 
Or. T.W. Clark's Introduction to Nepali 
(1963) and Dr. DJ. Matthews' Course 
in Nepafi (1984) became standard 
works for foreign learners of the 
language, and Dr. MJ. Hutl's Nepali: a 
National Language and its Littralure 
( 1988) and Himalayan Voicu (1991) 
have made Nepa li literature more 
widely known . An thropologislS and 
Tibetologists from the School, such as 
Professor C. von Fii rer· Haimendorf 
and Professor D.L. Snellgrove have 
also made celebrated contributions to 
our understanding of Nepal and the 
Himalayan region. 

For many years Nepali has been 
taught at SOAS as a component of the 
B.A. degree, and as an option within 
the M.A. Area Studies programme, 
and has been a subject fo r 
post gradu ate researc h. A la rge 
number of intensive short eourses 
have also been arranged through the 
ElIOternal Services Div ision to cater to 
the needs of diplomalS, aid workers 
and $0 on. Ha ving created a new 
lectureship in Nepali studies. SOAS is 

now ex treme ly well-equipped to 
o ffer a new course devo ted 
ellOclusively 10 Nepali language and 
cul lure which makes the subjec t 
more accessible and attractive than it 
has ever been before. 

The New Courses 
Participants may enrol for one term 
(October to December) or for one 
academic year (October to June). The 
single term option will probably suit 
people about to embark on a period 
of profesSional work in Nepal, or 
those who req uire no more than a 
basic grounding in the language and 
a general understanding of Nepal's 
history and culture. It will culminate 
in an ellOamina ti on leadin g to a 
Cert iricate in NepaJi Studies. The 
one· year cou rse is intended for 
students with a Jongtenn or research 
interest in Nepal. 11 will end in an 
eumination and an essay assignment 
lead ing to a Diploma in Nepali 
Studies. 

The Cer!jfjcale CQurse 
Classes during the first lerm will be 
attended by all course: participants: a 
lotal of approllOimately 100 hours of 
luit ion will be provided, including 
wor\: in the language laboratory. The 
emphasis will be on literacy. basic 
conversational abili ty and a working 
knowledge of Nepal's historica l and 
cultu ral background imparted by a 
weekly seminar and a programme of 
directional reading. Topics covered 
will include hi story, e thnogra phy, 
li ng ui st ics, re li gio n and caste . 
Ca ndi dates fo r the Cert ifi cate 
qualirication will sit an examination 
in December. 
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The Diploma Course 
Cand id ates for the Dipl oma 
qualification will continue their study 
of Nepali grammar and increase their 
conversat ional proficiency during the 
second and third terms. . Reading 
practice will be intrOduced, leading to 
the study of selected texts during the 
summer term, and dialogue practices 
will be held with the involvement of 
a moth e r· tongue speaker. T he 
standard of writte n and spoke n 
Nepali acquired by each candidate 
wi ll be examined in July. 

At the end of the 
candidates will selec t 
concern ing Nepal that 
interests them . an aspect 

first te rm , 
a topic 

especiall y 
of Nepal' s 

history, cultu re or literature • and 
wi ll embark upon a programme of 
reading, gu ided by tutorials . Weekly 
semi nars will continue until late 
J une, focusing on topics such as 
economic development, poli tica l 
change, literatu re and folk lore, art 
and arch itec ture, Hinduism and 
Sansk ri tisation, gender roles, e lc. 
Towards the end of summer vacation 
each candidate will submit 3n essay 
of about 6,000 words on his or her 
chosen topic. This will count towards 
the final grade 3nained. 

Both the Certificate an d the 
Diploma represent the most intensive 
cou rses in Nepal i language and 
culture ava ilable in any academic 
centre outside Asia; they will be 
offered every year, begi nning in 
October 1991. 

Fees for Ihe Certificate in NepaJi 
studies (10 wee k course) will be 
approx imatel y £1,500. Fees for the 
Diploma in NepaJi Studies (one year 
course) will be £3 ,750. 

Applicat ions are 
1991 and 1992. 

now invited for 
No spec ifi c 

qualifica ti ons are 
applicants should 

required, but 
be able to 

demonstrate an ability to learn 
fore ign languages and a commitmellt 
to the study of Nepal. Please write in 
the first instance 10: 

Dr. Michael HUll (Lec turer in 
Nepali) 

School of Oriental and African 
Studies 

Thronhaugh Street, Russell Square 
London WCl H OXO 

The Himalayan Forum 
Seminar series during Summer Term 
at the Centre of South Asian Studies, 
School of Orien tal and African 
Studies, London, Summer 1991. 
Thursday afte rnoons at 5 p.m. in 
room 056. 

23rd Apri l 
Or. Decl:an Quigley (C:ambridge): The 
limi ts of caste: some consequences of 
recent change for the Newars of 
Nepal. 
2nd May 
Dr. N .J. Alien 
( Oxford): Changing patterns of 
kinship and social structure in the 
Hi ma layas. 
9th May 
Professor Richard Burghart 
(Heidelberg): Sovereignty in the 
Himalayan region. 
16th May 
Professor Uone! Caplan 
(SOAS): "Tribes" and "peasants" in the 
anthropology of Nepal. 
23rd May 
Dr. David Seddon 
(University of East Anglia): 
Democracy and development in 
Nepal. 
30th May 
Dr. Peter Parkes 


