
52 

-Joint ventures in the transfer of know-how and technologies (Klaus Dieter 

Se"""") 
-Water-management (Wolf Donner) 
-Traditional forest use (Dieuich Schmidt-Vogt) 

n.e symposium was convened by Susanne von der Heide. 

Oral Tradition Study Group-Himalay. 

As a follow-up of the French-German Conference on the History and 
Anthropology of Nepal held in Arc-et-Senans, June 1990, a study group on 
"Comparative Study of Oral Tradition in Nepal" was constituted.! 

Researchers interested in oral traditions met in Heidelberg on January 30th 
1993 at the invitation of the Seminar fliT Ethnologic. South Asian Institute of 
the University of Heidelberg. 
Reports about ongoing research were presented as foUows: 

C.P. Zoller: "A regional version of the Mahlbhlrata," Field research was 
done in the upper Tons VaJley. H.P .• India, among Dewal singers (language: 
West Pahari). It is urgent 10 coUect such epic songs as the tradition seems to 
be vanishing. 
A. de Sales: 'The grotesque in a shamanic song". Anne de Sales is currently 
studying Magar shamanism in Nepal and analyses the different poetic styles 
which are expressed. 
A. Malik: ''The oral epic of nevaoiirado." The study deals with oral 
narratives associated with the Guj8fS, a semi-pastoral group of Rajaslhao. 'The 
itinerant bards mhopa) use visual representations for their perfonnances. 
A. HiSfer: "Hyperpragmatic patterns in Tamang shamanic texts." His 
contribution discussed the phonic-prosodic richness of these recitations. 
M. Gaenszle: 'The ritual of "Raising the Vital Soul" - a ritual tell1 of the 
Mewahang Rai in East Nepal." The paper discussed the problems of 
translation and interpretation of such texts. 

The next meeting of the study group is planned for 25 February 1994 in 
Meudon Venue: CNRS UPR 299. 1 Place Aristide Briand, 92195 MEUDON , 
France. 

Topics suggested for presentation and discussion: 
_ the intelTClationship between myths and rituals (perfonnance. text/context 

etc.) 
_ the methodological problems of presentation. translation and interpretation 
of oral texts (e.g. systems of transcription, poetics. comparative analysis elc.) 
_ the interpenetration of oral and written traditions (the process of 
"textualization". cultural hegemony etc.) 

We plan to invite two or three French colleagues interested in oral 
tradition to exchange views and share our experiences in oral tradition. 
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Note: 
IThe papers presented during the Arc et Senans Conference have been 
published: 
Nepal Past and Present. Proceedings of the French.(;erman Conference. Arc 
et Senans, June 1990. (Editor: Gcrard Tofrm). Paris. CNRS/New Delhi. 
Sterling Publishers. 1993. I.vm. 377 p., iOus. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Publications 

Toffin, Gcrard (ed.): The Anthropology of Nepal: From Tradition to 
Modernity . Proceedings of the Franco-Nepalese Seminar held in the French 
Cultural Centre. Kathmandu 18-20 March 1992. Kathmandu: French Cultural 
Centre 1993. (price: NRs. 250). 

The book includes contributions on "religion and society", "change and 
development," and" documentation" : I. Introduction by G . Toffin who 
stresses, among other things, that the main aim of the Seminar was to present 
to Nepalese counterparts the results of some recent research by French 
scientists. 2. Cultural pluralism in Nepal. by I. and D. Daral. 3. The 32 
Maharjan tols of Kathmandu City, by A. HoUc, G. TorrID and K.P. Rima!. 4. 
Religious traditions and beliefs of the people of Western Nepal. by R.N . 
Pandey. S. A rimal king: The Dasain Festival in Argha Rajasthal. by P. 
Ramirez. 6. A Sherpa pilgrimage, by K. Duffetrille. 7. The emergence of 
Buddhist monasteries around the stupa of Dodhnath. by M. Helffer. 8 . 
Continuity and change in the Gurung cuitUIf.: of Nepal. by. J. Gurung. 9. Socio· 
economic detenninants of women's work in the service sector, by N. Mercier. 
10. French anthropological smdies and development issues in Nepal, by C. 
Jest. 11. French research on the anthropology of Nepal 1954-1993. by L. 
Doulnois. P. Massonet, G. Toffin and F. Vigny. 

Ramble. Charles & Martin Drauen (eds.) Anthropology of Tibet and the 
Himalayas . Ziirich: Ethnological Museum of the University of Zurich 1993. 
(Price: SFr. 28) 
The book contains the proceedings of the international conference with the 
same title which was held September 21 ·28, 1990 in ZUrich . It includes 
altogether 39 contributions concerning aspects of Tibetan culture and its 
context in the Himalayan region. A wide range of topics is dealt with, such as 
kinship and casle. material CUlture, myth, ritual. and the perfonning arts. 



Conferences 

S~ond lnlernatlonal Conrerence on Vedas 

The International Foundation For Vedic Education. U.S.A .• and iu: affiliate 
Sri S.",araya Veda Pathasala. Kapileswarapuram. East Goda .... ri Dis~ct, 
Andhn. Pradesh, India, in collaboration with the Department ot Sans~nt &: 
Indian Studies, Harvard Uni ... ersity, U.S.A., and the Department of A~lan &. 
African Studies, Uni ... ersity of Helsinki. Helsinki. Finland. will be holdmg the 
Foundation's Second International Conference on Veda, (Sama 
Vedam) and its Up .... edam, Gandharva Vcdam. during the week of December 
11 thr~ugh December 18. 1994, in tbe Harvard Uni ... ersity Campus, 
Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. Contemporary scholars nnd specialists in Sama 
Vedam and Gandharva Vedam from around the world, and traditional ... edic 
scholars from India and Nepal, an: being invited to participate in this S·day 
conference. Please contact the Foundation for further details at: 

Imemational Foundation for Vedic Education, U.S.A. 
Post Office Box 318 
Rahway, New Jersey 07065, U.S.A. 
Telephone: 908·3%-VEOA 
Fax: 908·3~S74 

"Towards a nennltion of Style: The Arts of Tibet" 
(Jtb - 17111 lYM 1994 

A SOAS Conference In Assoc:iatlon with the Victoria and Albert 
MURum 

The Oeparunent of An and . Archaeo~ogy at .th~ SCh?01 of O~ent~1 and 
African Studies, London Um ... ersity. m asSOCiation With the Vlctona and 
Alben Museum, is to host an international conference on Tibetan art. Over 
thirty of the world's leading scholars of Tibetan an are gathering at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum during the week of 13th· 17th June 1994 to 
discuss and illustrate the complex issues of styles. sub·styles. schools, 
workshops, indi ... idual artists, textual sources f?r styles and related iSsue.s. The 
aim is to deepen our understanding of styles ID Tibetan art and to clanfy the 
language by which these styles are described. . • 

All forms of the ... isual arts (painting, sculpture, lI!xules and archllectu~) 
from Tibet, the Tibetan speaking regions of the Hunalay~s. and the eXI~e 
community fall within the parameters of the conference . It IS hoped that thiS 
occasion will become a benchmark in the field, enabU:ng the sharing of recent 
research and consolidation of earlier studies. Lectures will be organised 
according to major themes e.g. "Architecture", "Painting, Sculpture and 
Textiles", "Textual Sources for Style", "Sites: Central and Westem Tibet" and 
"Style and Taxonomy" and there ~ be an opportunity. to.see e~i~itions of 
rart: examples of Tibetan art. specially COncel ... ed to COincide With Towards a 

ss 
Definition of Sty1c:" in gal1c:ries and museums in and around London. 

1llc:re are ISO seats a ... ailabie to the public fo r this e ... ent and we in ... ite you 
10 join us for what promises to be an exciting week for the study of Tibetan 
art. 1llc: fee for the week's conference is £180 (with concessionaty rate of £50 
for students and Senior Citizens) and includes lunch and refreshments. 

Please send cheques or banker's drafu pay.ble to The School of Oriental and 
African Studies. to: 
Ms. ClaJe Hams, Oepanment of Art and Archaeology 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
Thomhaugh Street 
Russell Square 
London WCIH OXG 
Tel.: 0016316192 or fall. . 071 4363844 

If seats are still available. registration wiU also be possible at the door. 

Conference Committee: 
Dr. Michael Aris 
Mr. John Guy 
Dr. Jane Casey Singer 
Prof. Roderick Whitfield 

Mr. Philip Denwood 
Ms. Clare Hams 
Mr. Tashi Tsering 

The 71h Seminar of the lnternaUonal Association for Tibetan 
Studies 

The 7th Seminar of the International Association for Tibetan Studies will be 
held at Sch10ss Seggau (near Gm. Austria) from June 18th-24th 1995. The 
conference fee is ATS 1,200 (approx. USS 100). The cost of the whole week 
(including meals and accomodation) will be approximately ATS 3,500 (USS 
290). Accompanying spouses wiU not be charged the conference fee. 

Arrangements for this conference are alre.dy underway. If you would like to 
attend or participate please contact: 
Prof. Dr. Emsl Steinkellner. 
lnstitut fUr Kulrur und Geistelgeschichte Asiens. 
Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
Postgasse 7/4. 
A· IOIO Wien (Vienna). 
Austria. 


