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different values and a difFerent culture. The Tamang resisted the social fusion.
They remained true to their culture and their social values. In order 10 ~sca~
this discriminatory existence. some Tamang proceeded to caU themselves ~ .
'Lama' was, of course, a clerical expression. but other people also assumed thiS
name because priests were particularly respected perwns. One group of, Tamang
who had a good relationship to the Rams, such as the brothers of the Wife of the
prime minister Shim Shamsher, were revalued. But the greater pa~ of the
Tamang were still di scriminated against. They were not allowed mto t~e
parliamenlary service. or 10 leave the country. In ~rder to escape (rom thIS

restriction, many Tamang look on names of other ethnic groups, for example the
Gu rung.
. .

K-HK : There exists a cenain conlroversy about the lermjanajl1i which IS used
by the ethnic organizations of .Ne~al. A few days ag~. I ,talked 10, Gopal ~ urung
of the Mongol National OrgamZ8tlon. He strongly cnllClUS the use of thiS tenn.
. ..
What is your opinion about this?
PT: It is well known that Gopal Gurung criticIZes the usage of the tenn }QII(J}1iJ1
and our organization as well. He obviously misunderstands the origi~a l ~aning
of the word janajlli on the one hand. On the other hand, he dentes hiS own
pursuit of confessional pol~ti cs. Apart .from th~t, it is ~ome time~ not that e.asy to
decide on the right translation of certam Nepab tenns mto E:nghsh. Sometimes a
certain word is used to express a broader range of meamngs. We prefer the
English term 'nationalities' for a ~slation of jana~4t!. Others prefer to .say
'ethnic groups' or Idivir i, the latter bemg dcPn:catory m lIS use. I ~ nO.t beh~ve
that the term inology should be considered that unportant; the cruCial pomt being
the substance of our statement.
K-HK: Thank you very much.
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NEWS
Nepal-Huma n Ecology Programme
Nepal in the early 1990s is a very poor country struggling to overcome a set of
interrelated crisis-promoting processes; for example, rapid population growth
(official growth rate of 2.4" per year. probably closer to 3%), low level of
investment in industrial production. 90% of population dependent on agriculture.
indications of overexploitation and serious soil erosion in the densely populated
and vulnerable hiD areas (where 30% of culiivated land supports 60% of the
country's rural population), polilical instability and little governmental capacity
to pursue longterm economic policies, increasing dependence on foreign aid, and
ad hoc, short-term crisis management.
Oestabilizing processes caused by human resource utilization are frequ ently
seen in total deforestation and irreversible erosion of hill slopes. lowered crop
productivity (in tenns of yield per unit area and of contribution to GNP) and an
increasing pe rcentage of subsistence farm ers with nutrient intakes below
minimum acceptable levels.
However, these doomsday scenaria are now increas ingly being challenged by
researchers from different disciplines. The overarching objective of the
programme is to contribute to more adequate conceptualization of the interplay
between processes in nature and processes in society. Such conceptualization has
to tackle the problem of integrating socio-eultural and political administrative
processes within an overall ecosystem approach. This obviously will require
contributions from several disciplines.
The programme seeks to realize its main objective through coordination of
activities within two main sub-programmes: a) Tribhuvan-Bergen Human
Ecology Research and Teaching Programme and b) Resource systems, Human
Ecology Programme Nepal. In addition, individual student fellowships have been
awarded as pan of the overall activities in Nepal.
a) Tr ibhuv30-Bergen Hum an Ecology Research and Teaching
P r ogramme
This programme which was founded by NUFU. tries to contribute to the
overall objective through a joint Tribhuvan-Bergen research and training
programme. The original programme proposal argued for methodological
procedures characterized as "progressive contextualization", Le. starting the
investigation by foc using on significant people-environment interactions and then
searching for gradually more comprehensive explanations of these interactions
by placing them in progressively wider or denser contexts.
The programme started as planned in July 1993 with disciplinary inputs from
anthropology and archaeology. In anthropology, the leaching component
includes supervision of 9 MA (per year) and 2 Ph.D. students (for the
programme period) . In archaeo logy, the teaching component incl~de s
supervision of 8 MA students and 2 Ph.D. slUdents (for the progr.u:nme penod)
in archaeological field excavations of Neolithic and early Iron Age Slles.
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b) Resource Syslems, Human Ecology Programme Nepal
This programme attempts to link up the Tribhuvan-Bergen Human Ecology
Programme with related research activities by Norwegian sta!f and s lude~ts. .
Participation of students and staff members from Tnbhuvan Umversuy
together with staff members and students from Bergen (f~ nded from other

sources) in a Human Ecology-focused research programme IS of fundamental
importance for ahe programme's approach 10 com~lence-build~g. Empi~c~lIy,
this research programme is focused on two regions: the Kall Gandakl nver
system and the Oang valley in Central-Western Nepal and the Tamur and ANn
river systcms in Eastern N::pal
..
'
One project on vegetation ecology has been started tn the Middle Hills (by
O.R. Vetaas). 11 will focus on the utilization of oak forest and the consequences
for biodiversity, field-layer composition. and fodd er value. There arc few
studies on vegeuuional changes in Nepal, although deforestation is highligh~ ~y
many other authors. This study attempts to use some of the methods apphed. In
the Indian Himalayas adjacent to West Nepal so as to give a comparatIVe
perspective for the Nepalese Himalayas. The project is also expected to train a
few MSc. students from the Botany Department, Tribhuvan University (Nepal).
Gunnar HAland, Ole Reidar VetBaS, Tore Nesheim

S ince the inte rests of the groups involved, i.e ., locals and governmental
authorities, differ from each other, a sound and common basis of mutual trust
and cooperation had to be reached. Concerning the question of which steps were
necessary to coalesce the different interest groups, four areas of action were
identified:
(1) TIle four wards, being io charge of the area, as well as the M.E. I.P.
(Metropolitan Environmental Improvement Project). and the mayors of
Kathmandu and Patan, will be assisted to work towards a comprehensive projectproposaL 1be exact boundaries and the channeling of the river and m.ethods to
fight water poDution shall aD be subjects of discussion.

(2) Legal proteCtive measures have to be initiated by creating an "EnvironmentalMonumental Zone".
(3) It is indispensable to come to tenns with Gu thi Samsthan and its policies of
neglecting its duties. underpaying its caretakers, and selling off land, etc. One
way to have a beller understanding of the Guthi doings in the area would be to
require the Guthi head-offi ces to come up wi th a "Guthi Land Holding Map".
This map then cou ld be compared with other cadastral and private guthi maps.
Possible differences should lead 10 a beller understanding of where and why
these differences arise.

Workshop

on
"Bagmali • A Living Museum?"
Kathmandu, Odober 21, 1994
For more than two years now, the Goethe·lnstitut in Kathmandu has affiliated
itself with various groups and projects whose common objective is to rehabilitate
Bagmati river and its surroundings. This effon has focused specifically on the
area between Teku and 1bapathali, on both sides of the river.
1bat area has 10 be considered of great significance, both in regard to Nepal's
cultural heritage and with respect to environmental protection and balanced
urban development in the future . Up to now, the area has been completely
neglected, with the consequence that its cultural treasures are disintegrating, the
ghllS are shunned by worshippers, saltals no longer serve pilgrims but rather
homeless families, land is being iUegaUy encroached upon, and above all. the
Bagmati is turning eve r more into an open sewerage.
With this in mind, the Goelhe·lnstitute and the "Bagmali Rehabilitation Trust
Fund" jointly organised this workshop. A two·fold action plan was discussed :
(a) to develop strategies for the culturally sensitive and educationa lly sound
promotion o f murism in the area - such "tourism" to comprise foreigncrs and
especially the local populace; school children, university students, scholars, and
even politicians;
(b) to involve the existing museums of the Kathmandu Valley in this ingoing
expe rience, i.e. "leaving by doingM, that will be professional ly supervised and
guided by a Gennan expen in museology over various phases.

(4) 1be idea of the "Living

Mu seum~

was presented for the target area.

Responsibilities for immediate action taking folJow these four target aspects.
11ley have been divided between Dr. Susanne voo der Heide. Mr. Christian von
Hatzfeldt, and Mr. Dr. Saphalya Amatya.

Report on the Symposium
"The Wild Goddess in South Asia"
Berne and Zurich, November 3-5. 1994
Thi s inte rnationa l symposium, convened by Axel Michaels, Annelle Wilke
(Institute of Religio us Studies, University o f Beme) and Comelia Vogelsanger
(Ethnological Museum of Zurich University), deal! with the wild and untamed
aspect of goddesses in India and Nepal. The meeting also concluded the
Kil li- Exhibition at the Eth nologica l Museum in Z urich. Publication of the
contributions is planned in the series Studja Religiosa Helvetica (vol. 2).
The first day was devoted to the Himalayas, with predominantly ethnological
contributions on Bhairava (Eli sabeth ChalierNisuvalingam, Paris-Budapest), the
Navadurgas (N ie ls Gutschow, Ablsteinach-Kathmandu, and Gerard Torrio,
Paris), Guhye!vari (Axe l Michae ls, Berne), HAraH (Brigille Merz,
Heidelbe rg·Kathmandu) as we ll as Draupadi and Kunli (William Sax,
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Otrislchurch). In the evening a public film was shown on the cull of the Living
Goddess (Kum!rij in Nepal. with an introduction by G~rard Tomn.
1be second day focused on art· hislory and philological topics. The papers
dealt with KUi (Rachcl Fell·McDennou, New York, and Andrea Loseri~s .
Graz), the role of demi-goddesses like the pU:inis and Sakinls (Adelhcld

International Symposium on
K arakoru m-H j n d uk u sh -H imalaya:
Dynamics of Change

Hennann -pfandt. Marburg), an elaborate rimal for Dantdvari (Comelia
MaUebrein. TIlbingen) as weU as wall paintings of goddesses in Orissa (Eberhard

September 29th - OctOber 7th, 1995
1slamabad, Pakistan

Fischer Zurich), The day was concluded with text-related comributions, on

Cal}t,tikl and other goddesses in the Kathisari~igara (Fabrizi~ ~aldissera,
Naples), on martial aspects of the goddess in the Tnpurarahasya (S .lvla Schwarz
Linder, Milan) and on the taming of the goddess in Sarpkara.legends (Annene
Wilkc, Berne).
.
"
On the last day - in Zurich - presentations dea.1t maml), with South lndlan
topics, such as the relationship between violence and gend~r of the deities and
their devotees (Heidrun Bruckner, TUbingen), and the meaning of the number of
eyes of goddesses (Evelyne Masalimani-Meyer). This was followed by a short
working report on the Kl liklpur3l)a by Sylvia Wend!.
.
This conference was the fi rst concerned with the goddesses of South ASia to
take place in Europe. The main focus was not on general j s~ ues, such as
goddesses and women or the feminist debate on the goddess. (lnteresting.ly, ~
topic is still examined mainly by female scholars, as was the case ID thiS
conference). The va lue of the unpublished contributions rather lay in the
in-depth studies of local traditions, which in a comparative perspective evinced
surprising similarities and congruities even in minor details. This was the case,
for example, with respect 10 the function of the sword, which many goddesses
carry, or the meaning of the eyes.
There was no singular comprehensive result of the conference that could be
ascertained, but that was not its aim. Nevenheless, it was apparent from the
discussions that the theoretical analysis of goddesses in Soulh Asia can no longer
be made with simplistic. rather static dichotomies and oppositions, paradoxes and
ambivalences (pure-impure. benevolenHnalevolenl, ugra-saumya, etc.). Rather it
turned out, on a closer view. that goddesses have both aspects, or move back and
forth between the extremes: Kill may become milder. others may (a lso under
political influences) become wilder.

Invitation
The International Symposium on Karakorum Hindukush - H i maJaya: Dynamics
of Change will be held in Islamabad, Pakistan, from Sep!. 29th - OcL 2nd. 1995,
followed by an excursion from Oct. 3rd - Oct. 6th (ending on the morning of
Oct. 7th). The symposium will be o rganized by the Pak-Gennan Project Cullure
Ar~a Karakorunl (CAK). the German Research Council (DFG), the national
Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa), lslamabad, and the
UNESCO- Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB). of which the project
is a part. The organising committee takes pleasure in inviting you to participate.

or

Objective
Ihe Symposium
The Pak..(}erman Project Cultur~ Area Kara korum (CAK) was initiated by !.he
German Research Council (DFG) in 1989 and designed for a period of 6 years.
Its scientific programme centres on the relationship between man, culture and
environment in the high mountain areas of Pakistan. Physical and Human
Geography, Social Anthropology, Oriental Studies and Linguistics are
integrated. both on the Pakistani and the German side. The programme's specific
research focus has evolved from a situation of intensive change which started
with the construction of the Karakorum Highway. These changes can be
paralleled with the situation in the high mountain areas of neighbouring
countries. After six years o f intensive fi eld research, the symposium sho uld
provide a fo rum for scientists working under CAK to present lheir results and
discuss them under a broader perspective with colleagues working in the
Karakorum, as well as in the Hindukush and the Himalayas. Their presentation of
research results is most welcome.

Axel Mich.aels

Programme
The first (our days o f the symposium, from Sept. 29th - Oct. 2nd, 1995. will
take place in Is lamabad and will be used for formal presentations and
discussions. The presentati ons are expected to illustrate problems of high
mountain research in the Karakorum. Hindukush, and Himalaya of comparative
and regional interest. A four day excursion. from Oct. 3rd • Dct. 6th, along the
Karakorum Highway to Gilgil will fo llow. It will offer the chance to discuss
changes due to road bui lding and development . Please note: the number of
scie ntists partic ipating in the excurs ion has 10 be limited because of
organisational problems.

