
10e.1 farmers. the ICIMODIMRM & U13C learns and a 
groups: 
number of graduate students. Farmers became an integral part of the 

T . lIy up 10 40 farmers arc 
field monitoring programme. yplca 

• P~rO*timc basis 10 carry oul a number of tasks such 
employed on ... ' 
as measuring daily rainfall . collecti ng daily sediment samples, making 

monitoring erosion piots and assisting in discharge measurements, 

f th -'I cd us to use thei r fields a~ a 
reclamation work. Many 0 cm ... ow 

- d' the sodo-economic 
research labo ralOry, and all partiCIpate In 

surveys. 

r e "TOUP consisting The MRM learn was made up 0 a cor t> 

geN'naphe,_ and hydrologist. Additional of a soil scientist, gcologisl, ~ I:> 
included an agronomist, 

members. participating on a contract ba.~is. 
d I assistants with various 

land use special ist, engineer an sevcra . . 

d The UI)C team provi ded expertise in (iIS tralnmg. 
backgroun s. 

d I -I land use and socio-economie analysis. Finally. many 
hy fO ogy. 501. ' 

d p.rtieipated in thc project and they came from 
graduate stu ents 

. in forestry. agronomy, suil. 
many differcnt areas and had experience 

hydrology, economics and geography. 
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THIRD INTERNATIONAL HINDUKUSH CULTURAL 

CONFf!RENCB, CHlTRAL (pAKISTAN). 26-30 AUGUST 1995 

Confcnmcc report by Hennann Krcutzmano 

The J rd Inlernational Hindukush Conference was held al the 

ccntennial of the Chilral Siege of I K95 in the heart of the eastern 

Ilindukush. This aU~Jlicious date commemorates the evenl whieh led 

tll 13ritish colonial domi nation of this mountainous district. About IWO 

decades a fter the deculonization \()ok place . Chitra l was fu ll y 

integrated jnw Paki.~tan in 1969. Neverthclc..'\s, this fonner principality 

remains a rcmote vallcy society since communi cation is interrupted in 

winter and a project 10 link it with down country Pakislan through a 

tunncl road .~ till await .. implementation. 

Chi tral . thc administrative centre of Pakistan's northernmost 

district in the North-West Fmnticr Province (N.W.F. P) for the second 

time hosted an international eon ferencc. Duc 10 the activities of the 

local cultural assuciation. Anjuman-e-Taraqqi Khowar, it had become 

feasible tl) repeat the organisation of a conference wit h morc than 

lOt) scholars in al1endance. 

Following the First Hinduku .~h Conference I held in Mocsg;\rd 

(Denmark) in 1970, it took Iwenty years tn organise thc follow-up 

meeting. Onc of the most encouraging experiences of Ihis meeting 

was that more than hal f of the 54 presenlalions were made by 

1 The proceedings of lhis meeting were published by Karl Jetunar in collaboratioo With 
Lcnnan Edc:lberg (1974): Cul/lues of I~ Ilindu1ush . Sc:l«:ted p~pcrs from the Hindu· 
Kush Cultural Conference held al Mocsgard 1970 (BeifTiiKe l/l.' Siidasien/nfschlmR I). 
Wiesbaden: Franz Slcincr. 
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f h N W F n A ma,'onlY were Chitral·bascd rcscan:hcrs . scholars 0 le . . ,' . 

Topics included envi ronmental issues, econom ic and cultural 

geography. cultural anthropology, devc\opment and socio-economic 

iss ues, languages and literature and economic and political history. 

The majority of the presentations were made in Engl ish. while Urdu 

and Khowar were introduced in the paper sessions as well as during 

the mushai ra., the p()Ct~' evening. 

The broad range of topi cs addressed rcnected the wish 

P P k '.1 Ih" " rc"'lous conference 10 mOTe ar ti culated by ctcr aT cs .. " 

. 1 11 ". , .... n. ,,·'1 "nd !onica!·· of Hinduku .~h extenSIVe y cover a aT.: .• ,. .. " 

research ;n Pakistan) Whil e previous meetings were dominated by 

foreign-based anthrtlpo\ogical and folkloristic Kalasha resean.:h, the 

spectrum had been widened and recent problems of Chitra l 

environment. health and nutrition situation. history, economy and 

society were addressed. Delegates from North American, European. 

Japanesc and Pakistani research and academic institutions attended the 

meeting. Practitioners in the fields of health and rural development 

and activists from envi ronmental groups and development agencics 

were represented as well as missionaries fmm the Summer SCh()(ll of 

Linguistics. The exploitation of natural resources such as timbe. and 

attempts fo r control and preservation were discussed within the 

perspective of local versus external [ntereslS and development versus 

self-determination or incorporating it. Saifullah Jan advocated more 

3 See Pelel Parkes (1990): Hindu Ku~h Cullural ~onrell:~ . In.; BASI,s Bullt/i" . ne 
Ntwsltllt!r O/Ifu! Srifis" Associa/ion/or Solllh !.swn SIIWUJ. N 13, Novtmber 1990. 
pp. 6-8. 
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acti ve participation of Incal residen ts in decision-making processes 

c(lncermn g their immediate environmen t and bas ic needs. The 

detrimental effecls of outsiders as self-appointed local representatives 

were hi ghlighted and triggered a controversial discussion. Spccial 

emphasis was put on socio-economic problems such as agricultural 

potential. utilisation of high pa.~tures and future po.~sibi lities of land 

u.~e in high mountain region!> as perceived by development agen ts. 

(icnder rel ati tln<; and the position of women in the rural economy 

were discussed as indicators for change. 13road attention was given 

to local history. Evidence from personal records, archival sources and 

oral tradit ion was introduced in mder to enhan ce the scattered 

knowl edge of Chitral hi story. Different viewpoi nts and subjecti ve 

selections from source materials stimulated a discussion on former 

Sllc ial hierarchies, the role of hereditary rulers and of impurtant 

personalities for the rcgional development of Chitral and its external 

relations. Uecause the host associati on derives its name and il~ major 

lic\d of ac tivities fro m a concern for the ora l and written 

preservation of the Khowar language. a number of contributions was 

devntcc.l to the study nf linguistics and folk traditions. The range 

covered varied topics of toponymi e rel evance, mode rn poetry. 

la nguage and culture including neighbouring languages such as 

Kalasha, Damc1 i. l'alulo, Shina, Kohistani, Oal1i and Uurushallki. In 

addi tion tn papers concerned with Chi tra l, re.~ults from comparati ve 

mount ain research were prc,'Ientcd covering topics of thc neighbouring 

regions nf the Afghan Hi ndukush in the west and the Karakoram· 

Himalaya in the ea.~ t. 
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The final resolutions of the meeling addressed the prc.,sil1g 

problem.§ of research and imaitutional backing which arc needed for 

the establi shment of a Hindukush Research Institutc. The idea wa, 

born fivc years ago during the previous meeting. The text is 

presented here in order to draw thc attention of a wider audience 

towards the discussion of concerned scholars in the Hindukush. 

Resolutions of the Third International Hiodukulh Cultunl Conference 

The resolutions of thi s conference arc in continuati on and 

amplifi ca ti on or mod ifieatiun of the resol utions of the Secnnt.i 

International Hinduku.~h Conference held five years ago. 

The curren t conference deliberated on many face ts of tW\l 

interrelated issues of crucia l concern to the people of the area : ( I ) 

envi ronment in th e larger se nse, whi ch ineludes buth the 

natural/physical environment, and the cultural environment; and (2) 

development, again in a broad sense. Thc conference also retains anc..l 

reaffinns decisions of the previous conference related 10 improving 

the educational. intellectual. and research-related resources of the 

area. 

The natural and cultural environment arc intimately related, 

every culture develops in a specific natural environmenl. JU!ol as 

when the natural habitat of an animal or plant species is damaged or 

des troyed, the species itself is endangered, when the physical 

environment which has nurtured a particular culture is degraded, the 

cui lUre itself is endangered. Thus, anynne concerned with the 

preservation of a culture or cultures. mu. I address oneself to both 

Iypes or issues simullaneously. 

PhysicallNt.tural Environment 

Several i s~ucs nr immediate Concern 10 the people or the area 

have been discus~ed. They inelude the growing problem or pollution 

(ai r, waler, and urban environmen t). which has reached even 

previously re latively pristine Chitral. Air pollution rrom raully 

veh i elc.~ and diesel generators is increasing; the Chi tra l Gol and 

River arc i nc rca.~ingly poll uted, since there is no means ror sulid 

waste disposal o ther th an dumnin.. ,' n 'he .,' vc. , ,. eo Derorestation 

con t inue.~ 10 inerea.~e, with the result tha' 'he 'n.cs,s " (lr Chitral arc 
in danger tl r vanishi ng completely. 

( iiven 'hi .~ si tuOlt ion, the conrerence urges the Government at 
a ll Jcvel .~. a .~ well . . ., .. as pnvale lOul vlduals and concerned groups, 10 
take steps to: 

• work toward a eo .. mdi n· ,c" f 
.. u rrngram 0 environmental education in 

the schools or the area. 

• increase eITllrls 10 develop envimnmcn,,' awareness in the adult 
pupu lation, throu .. h radio nrc, I" , h ... ,- , en a Ions 10 I e Khowar-Ianguage 

rrogram, publ ic meetings, and in the crealive work or local pocts 
and writers. 

• give urgent priori ty to develoning ' " 
t · cnvlronmem .. ,ncndly. renewable 

energy sources. pani cularly: 

pOwer plants. a. both ~ma lJ and large-scale hydroelectric 

Chilral has enough potentia l hydmelectric power 10 produce power 

uwn nced~ 3Jld lu suprly power to the rest or rar 10 exccs.~ nr its 

the country. 
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b. Iow-cost. simplc solar teehnology (e. g. watcr heaters or 

cookers). which can s"I\'e the coun try's fossil fuel and fmesl 

resources. as well as improve the standard of living of the peopl e. 

• identify on an emergency basis . .• jlecies of plants, trees. animal~. 

and birds that arc in immediate danger of depletion or extinction . 

Thc juniper trcc is onc such species. Not on ly birds that arc hunted 

for food. but many species of smaller birds have had thei r numbers 

severely dim ini shed within the lalit fifteen yearli. Work toward 

spec ific legis lative mea.~ures is needed to protect these species. 

Toward these ends. it is suggested: 

• that a locally-based "Environment Protection Counci l". consisting of 

concerned cit izcns of Chitral. be established, with the mic of 

initiating. facilitating. and co-ordinating efforts of both Government 

and private initiatives for environmental protection. 

CWtural Environment 

The cultural heritage of Chit ral and the larger 

Hindukush/Karakoram region is immensely rich. The conference 

n.:eommends: 

• that the intrinsic value of regional and minority cultures be 

respected . This implies taking steps to ensu re that indigenou .~ 

expressions of cultural values not be degraded. distorded, or 

com merciali sed in the interest nf touri sm or sensationa li sm. In 

particular: 

The present conference feaffinns the convictions expressed in 

the previous conference that: 

• historically. valuable artefacts and archival resources existi ng in 

Ch itral must be preserved. maintained. and catalogued. Such work 
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could be onc of the initial tasks undertaken by the Hindukush 

Research Centre being proposed in thCliC Resolutions. 

• historical bui ldings and sites (inCluding forts. palaces, mosques. and 

ancient hou.~e styles) should be preserved. Selected sites should be 

designated as protected "Na tional Heritage Sites". or "Nalional 

Hi ~ tnrical Buildings". under the protection of the appropriate agency. 

• archaeological siles in Chitral shou ld be protected in the same way 

as archaeolllgical si tes in othcr parts of the country. Such si les 

.~h(juld bc identified. and responsibility a.~signed for thcir protection 

until such time as carefully planned research programmes for their 

study can be planned and implemented. 

Development 

Development pmjects must be sensitive to their impact on the 

physical. natural and cultural environment. The contie""" , urges 

initiators o f development efforts. both governmental and non-

governmental. to incorporate an environmental and cullural sensivity 

component into their planning. Local participation in the planning 

stages of development projects is essential. 

Hindukusb Researcb Inltitute. The previous conference urged that a 

multi-disciplinary research institute be c.~tabl i .~ hcd in Chi tral. having 

the following objectives 

( 1) 10 provide an interdisciplinary base for scholars, both frnm 

Pakistan and abroad. 

(2) tu provide a centre of attraction for young Chitrali researchers. 

thus enabling them tn develop their interest in research and acquire 

research experience and skills. 

" 



C) to identify promising young Chitrali scholars. whose educational 

career could be furthered with advanced training in the appropriate 

di sciplines. bOlh in Pakistan and abroad. 

(4) to house a research library. which will huuse rescarch 

publications and local archival materials relevant 10 the region. 

(S) to establish a depository and preservation facilitie~ for artefacts 

of material culture. eventuall y developing this into a museum with 

both preservation and educational components. 

The present confcrence reaffinns this goal and resolves that tll 

takc the initial steps in bringi ng such an institute into being the 

following will be undertaken: 

• An International Anoeiation for Hiodukusb Studie. will be 

established . Membership of this association will be drawn from 

Pakistan and abroad. Overseas members wi ll pay a yearly 

membership fee of $SO U.S .• Pakistani members outside Chitral will 

pay Rs. SOO per year, and members from Chitral will pay Rs. 200 

per year. A bank account will be established in the name of the 

Hindukush Research Association and part of the subscription money 

used for recurring overhead eltpcndirure5 of the Hindukush Resean:h 

Ccntre being proposed in thi s document. Members will. in turn. be 

entitled to receive an annual newslcncr. Confcrencc particij"lants 

interested in joining the association arc requestcd to indicate their 

interest \0 the Chairperson of the Resolutions Commillcc. 

• A Hinduku. h Research Centre wi ll be established in Chitra!' The 

Anjuman -c-Taraqqi-e-K howar. Chi tral wil l appoint a Strategic 

Plann ing Comm ittee of five membcrs undcr the chairman .~hip of 

Professor Is rar-ud-Din. Chair. Oep\. of Geograp hy. Pcshawar 
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University. to develop a cllnlo tituti on including by-laws for the 

Hindukush Research Centre. The eummiuce will also fonnulate a 

S tratcgie Action Plan, specifying the long-tenn objectives of the 

centre. a.~ well a~ ycar-by-ycar stcp~ through which these goals will 

be achieved. The Strategic Pl anning Com mittee will appoint a 

Consultative Commi Uce of international scholars to collaborate with 

the local cnmmillee and provide requested assistance. The first task 

of the Strategic Planning Comm iltee will be to develop a PC-I for 

the centre. 

• Resolved that .~ch()lars participating in the present conference be 

requested to send copies. j"Ire fe rably offp rints. of their relevant 

rubl ication .~ to the library or thc Hi ndukush Rescarch Centre . 

• Resolved that Seh(llars making research aj"lplications indicate the 

Hindukush rcsearch Centre a.~ the local institute with which they will 

be affi liated. Further. that they budgct an amount equal to 2% of the 

gruss amount of their grant for local logistical support from the 

research ecntre (c. go, secretarial a.~sistancc. local telephone. and loca l 

orientation). Thi~ financial Suppnn will be used to supplement the 

operating budgct of the centre. 

• Resolvcd that the proceedings of the present conference be 

published as quick ly as possible. 

• Resolved that the 4th International Hindukush Cultural Coofcrence 

be held in the year 2000 in Chiltal. The theme of this conference 

wi ll be "Culture, E"""" '"mc", '"' D I ... cve OJ''lment in thc (jreater 
Hinduku.~h Rcgion". 
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