
THE SBVEM'H COLLOQUIUM OF THE INfBRNA TJONAL 

ASSOC/A TION FOR UDAKH 571JDIBS 

Confc:rcoce Report by Iaabclle Riaboff 

The Inlcmalion31 Association for Ladakh Studies (IALS) was 

formed in 1987, during the meeting of the Third International 

Colloquium on Ladakh. Si nce then il has organised further colloquia. 

Thus, last June (12th to 151h 1995), the $cventh meeting. convened 

by T. Dodin. was held at Oonn. Germany, gathering Western and 

Indian scholars (among the latter. a number of Ladakhpa), Abuut 

thiny papers were given. 

A wide range of papers underlined the increase in the nwnbcr of 

anthropological works regarding Ladakh . an increase which wa.'i 

already noticeable in 1993 (when the IALS's Sixth Colloquium 

occurred at Leh. Ladakh), 

Contemporary Ladakh appears to be an important issue, 

concerned this lime less with ecology (a main topic in previous 

colloquia) than with politics. Hi story remains mainl y focused on the 

nineteenth century, while several other historical papers dealt with 

the relations between Ladakh and Central Asia. One session trcated 

Oallistan, shnw ing a will to enrieh Ladakh Studies through 

comparisons with Western Himalayan data. 
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THE SEVENTH COUOQUTUM OF THE INTERNA TlONAL 

ASSOC/A TlON FOR TIBETAN 571JDIBS 

Calfc:reocc Report Dy l&abcllc Riabotr 

The Sellent h Conference of the International Association for 

Tibetan Studies (IATS) was convened by Professor Emst Sleinkcllner 

at (ir&.. Austria, June; Hlth to 24th 1995. 

Th is international meeting gathered as usual scholars from many 

countries (includi ng Tibet itsclf) belonging 10 various di sciplines, 

rcnccting thc growin{: scope of contemporary Tibetan studies. 

Considering the Ilver 200 papcrs which were gillen, onc can gel 

an idea of the main current issues raised by tibctnlogical research. 

Almost half of the presentations treatcd philological lopics: history, 

philosophy, linguistics and mainly religion (a full panel was 

concerned with the "Transmission of the Tibclan canon"). 

A number of anthropological works were mostly concerned with 

secular rc.~tillal!> (feas ts and rituals; a full day workshop focused on 

"Mou ntain deities and their cu lts"), while others dealt with the 

meeting of two traditions. eit her within ancient Tibet or on the 

presenl4day borderlands. Furthermore, the sessions in anthropology 

showed a deep inte rc.~ t in socio--cuhural and economic changcs today, 

buth within thc Tibet and the diaspora (ef."Dcvclopment, society and 

env ironmen t" and "Tibe tan culture in th e Dia.' "" ' ·.... I ) " .. pane s . 

Epigraphic. artistic and arChaeological i.~ sue.~ have drawn intcrcsl. 
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besides Tibet itself, towards the Western Himalayas and towan.ls 

Middle Asia (cr. "Middle Asian (?) intcrnati onal stylc 11th-14th 

century" referenced as a panel), 

Last, "The computer and its rel evance to Tibetan studies"' s panel 

gave a range of presentations of various enterprises mainly consisting 

in the cataloguing inputting and editing of Tibetan texts. R. Prats 

and P. Kvaeme proposed to compile a bibliography which would be 

sent to IATS members, whom they request to send their own 

publications' full references to Raman PTats (Av. Icaria 150, ]-2 OH 

005 Barcelona, SPA IN). As a oeginning, one should send a li .~t of 

hislher works he/she has published from January to December 1995. 

ART EXIITBITTON AND SYMPOSIUM (BONN, GERMANY) 

Exhibition : 
Wisdom and Compauion 
The Sacred Art of Tibet. 

10 May to 25 August 1996 
Kunsf- und Au.HtcJ/ungshalle dcr Dundcsrcpublik DcutschliJnd, 
Muscumsmeile Bonn, Fricdrich-Ebcrl-Allec 4, 5311 J Bonn, IcI. 
022819171. Opening hour~' : Tues. through Sund. IOa.m.-7 p.m. 

Due to its geographical isolation and its strongly lJuddhist­
influenced culture, Tibet has always been quintessentially exotic and 
mysterious. Tibetan Buddhist art, c.~pccially the pictorial language of 
sexual symbolism, exerts a powerful fasci nati on . This symbolism 
represents the union of the two main spiritual factors : wisdom and 
compassion. According 10 Buddhist tcachings, the interaction of 
thcse two forces brings enlightenment, bliss and bencdiction to all 
sentient beings. 

The exhibition divides the ril;h imagery of Tibetan Buddhism 
into three subject area.~ . It fi rst familiari.~es us with the basie idcas 
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~'hic~ Clri~ ; nalcd in India, then presents the schools which developed 
10 TIbet Itself and finally leads us into the 13uddhist visi ons of 
raradi~e . 

In ils historical breadth, the exhibiti on covers the entire 
developmcnt of the sacred art o f Tibet from the 9th 10 the 19th 
century . . ~n di splay are 190 objeets of sacral art, mainly precious 
seroll-.pamtlO?s .(tangka) and ornate metal scu lptures, but al so 
splendid applicatIOn ":ork and tapestries as well as wooden, ivory 
and stone scul ptures With a strong religious expression. 

The exhibition was created by Tibet House New York and 
organised in co-opcration with the Kunst- und Au.~.~tcllungshalle. 

International symposium 
"Mythoa Tibet" 

Provision.al Programme 

i'mJu May IQ. 1926 : The HiJtorie&l Developmcnt or the Tibet lmIge 

11: 00 a.m. Grcctings by Wen7.cl Jaco b ( Director of tbe Kunsi+ und 
AUSSIc!lunt!shatlc ucr Bundcsrcpublik Deulschland) and by Max G. 
Hubn (Reclor of the Rhcinischc Fricdrich-Wilhclm.~_ t)niV<' .. ;,~, flr.nn ' . . . - _ .... _. ¥.- .. '~""') 

IntTnuuch.on 10 the sympoSium by Michacl Weirs (lIead or the Seminar rur 
Spr.!ch_ unu Kullurwisscnschaft Zcntralasicns. Univcrsit3.1 l'Ionn) 

11 :30 

()(J: 15 

U2:00 

3:m. [{ud',M Kas~hcwski (Seminar ruT Sprach- und Kulturwisscn.~chaf\ 
Zcnlralaslcns, Unlvcrsitat /lonn): Da.f Tihctbild im WCStern vor d"m 20. 
hhrbundC11 (The lm3ge of Tibet in /he West up /() thl' 20th Century) 

p.m .. l~mald Lopc'l (Depl. of A~ian Languages and Cultures, University " f 
Michigan. Ann Arbor): The Tibet Images of (ht, "Cin.'<lt Mysliliers" 

p.m . . l>cI~r Bishop (&:hool o f Communic~tion and lnfrmnation Studies 
U~lvcrs lty or South Australia, Magi!!): Images of Tiflet in Wes(er~ 
LUer-nun: 

2:45 p.m. Pcr Kvaemc (Dept. of Anthropology, Oslo University): Tihct Images 
iltT/(ms Ik'lt'ilrchcrs on TU)(:I 

03:45 [l.m .. I feather Stodtlard (Centre National de la Rco.:ncrche So.:ienlifique 
Pans) . The fkvdopm"n/ of the f" 'rcl'ptions of Tif>cl.iln /111 in th,' Wcs; 

"Weisbcit und Liehe. 1000 lahre iCunal des Buddhismus" 
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4:)0 p.m. Kobert A.F. Thurma n (Cc: nter for l)uddhisl Studws. Columl)13 
Unlyersity. New Yor~ ,: Gc:lllna beyond ~Orient.lhlm~ In approao.: hlng 
I)uddhism and Tibec A Cc:nlral Concept Undcrlying "WClsoclt und 
Lie:be~ 

os; 1 S p.m. A IO\Ir of the: ell.hibltioo 

Sjllurday. May I 1 1296 : FIIDCUoa aDd lnlcatioDa of IlbliZl:d Images of Tibel 

10:00 I . m Po ul Ptderscn (Insl for ctnognfi og soclallntmpolosi. Alrhus 
UniycrsilCl, Iloejberg): Tibel, Buddhism ,nd Thcowphy 

IO:4S I.m. Reinhard CiR.YC (Inslilul rur Ethnologic. UmYl:l'Sn,i1 lIamburs): In) 
Tibcrbild der NllliOtlllbozi./islCn (The Tibel Imll8c of /he N.zis} 

11 :4S a.m Thomas 1Ie:b.:rer (Insli lUI fUr die: Erforschung des mool:me:n China, 
Uniycni tit Trier): Tibcrhild in der modcrnen chmcischcn Kun.~ r und 
/'roPil8I1ndil (The Tiocl Imll8e of Modem Chinese Finll ArU anJ 
I'rop;lgl ndil) 

00:)0 p.m. Oskar Weggel (SOOsee lnsti lul, Hamburg): Tibel uoo die (HJ1II1.~d,,: 

Ih:chlc uoo Linkc (fibcr ilnd the l'o/il lea/ Righl /lnd ten) 

02: IS p.m. Fnnk Komm (Museum of Inlemalional Folk Art. S:lnUl Fe): TIIt.' 
Role of T,I!CI in the Nllw Ase Moyemcnl 

OHlO p.m. Michld Oppitz (V6Ikerkundcmu.seum der Unlyersitit Zunch): Ins 
Tibc:1 bUd in dc, modcrncn Produklwcrbung (The IlmBc o f r,hcl In 

Modem Advertisemenr) (n:quested) 

04:00 p.m. Toni lIubcr (Dcpl of PhIlosophy and Religious StudieS, UnIVel'Slty of 
Clntcrbury, Christchun:h): Tibcun r;.)l i/C SeIf..Rcpn:sen~liOfl Ind (;111#0;11 
Libcr.lll Disroursc: 77Jc R«cnl Cn:lfion of EnYironrncn~lisl, l'lcifisr ,ncl 
ft'minisl Tibcl lnuges 

04:45 p.m, Loden Shcnb [)ailyab (Seminar fU r Spnch- und KuhuTWlssenschaf\ 
untraluiCns, Uniycrsitil Oonn): Die I'roblcrnlllik dcr NUlZlmg de!. 
Tibclbildcs fUt die butiJhis/ischc Mission im Wt'.!'ICf1I (Thc Tibel Itnilgc 
/IS , Problem for the Teilching of Buddhism in liKl Wesl) 

oS:Jo p.m, l)awa Nmbu (School 
Universi ty, New Delhi): 
Tihc~n ScI('Conccprion 

o f Inlcmllional Studies, lawaharll l Nchro 
Repercussions o f Weslern I'rojcclions on 
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Sunday. May 12 1996 : Perapo;tiyu UId Projcctioal in the WClten:I DiJ(:OutsC 
OD Tibet: 

10:00 a. m Samdlln, R.n .... "'hc ,Chalmu, or ,L T". . "'" ..-- OK' I .... Un ,·ar IImenl in Exile, 
Dhanmsalal (myued, no 1IIIe given yel) 

IO·4S 

I \.IS 

IIAS 

UI:4S 

112: I 5 

U2:4S 

a.m, IIdenll Norberg·!iudgc (CNl1twuman or Ladakh 
LeMJristo/J (no ritle /lIven yel) 

DeYelopment Group, 

a.m. yra'."'m E. C.lar\:c (lkpL of Ikycklprnenl and Anthropology. Oxford 
UnlyelSlIy) (no IIIk /llvcn yel) 

a.m. I':locl diseu~sion with 11. NOfberg.llodge, O,E. Clarkc, Tony Iluber 
(Dept. or l'hl losophy IIId Rel igiOUS Studics, UniY<:l'Sity o f Cantc:rbu 
Chnstc~urt:h). Tscwang Norbll (Chai~n ot Eco-T.bet Germany S:I T 
Auguston ), La mher t Sehm ith usen ( In5tit UI niT Indt)logi~' u~~ 
Huddhologic, UniyclSit.i1 J lambuli ) 

p.m. ){,)ncrl A. F. Thurman (ecnler fur lluddhiM Studi c.~, Columbia 
Unlyer:; ity, New York): (no litle siv<:n ye/) 

p. m, EI/IU! Sl"'rli ng (Dept, or Centra l Eurasian S,"d'" , 'd" U ' '" . , ,-
mVI::-,lly, lII(lOmmglun): "()ri~'nlillism" .nd A~Pl'c t~ of Vio/lloce in 

lhe Tlbc~n TfJdilion 

p.m. I'and d:~U5sion WIth R.A,F. Thumun. E. Spcrhng, Mlehacl Ans 
(Dept. or I h.losophy Ind Religious Studies, SI. Antho ny's College 
O;.:forll UniYc:rsity), ll mYlng Norbu (A mnyc Machcn Institule' 
Uhar;nnsala), Thublcn Jigmc Notbu (Bept. tit Central Eura SIan Studies' 
Irll.hana UmyelSily, IlJoomington). ' 

Pilgrimage in Tibet 

An Intcmahonal Seminar 0lianlsctl by Alc;.: McKay, International 

A~lan SlUdie$, Scpll:ml'OCr 1996 (the da\Cs Will Ix: dccitkd la terl, 
InstItute for 

International Seminar at Tabo (Spiti) 

27th June- 1st July 1996 

Org~n1scd by Klgyur Rinp;x: h1:. Kanlnl FtJundation, Ccnlrc for International 

lludJhis l StudlCS, New. lldhi. 
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