
PROJECT: A DEPARTMENT OF Muse LINKED TO 
KATHMANDU UNlVERSTY. 

A creation of a Department of Music linked to Kathmandu 
University will open at the Harsha Narayan Dhaubhadcl ShivaJaya 
(Chupin Ghat) in Bhaktapur. 

Placed under the direction of Or. Gert·Matthias Wcgner, the 
purpose of the Department of Music is to : 

- rivc the musica l traditions of Nepal a chance fo r survival by 
mC'wJ:o of s tudy. practice, documentation, preservation, 
communication, appreciation. 

- Provide the public and private sector with students compelent in 
music stud ies as well as modern recording media, in arueT to work 
in areas concerned with practice, preservation, and presentation of 
culture, li ke performance, leaching. research, publication. tourism, 
media work, c ulOJral pol itics. international presentation, consultation. 

etc.; 

- Preserve the traditiona l repertoire and encourage and involve 
traditional musi cians and dancers. 

In order 10 achieve this, the Department of Musie has been 
designed to work in five different areas : 

1. Academic course leading to D.A. and M.A. 

2. Practica l music classes 

3. Sound Archive (recording and preservation) 

4. Publication and communication (literature, bulletin, master tapes 
fo r COs, documentary fi lms, publi e concc l1s) 

5. Research 

The Oritish Counci l, the German Academic Service (DAAD) 
and the School of Asian and African Studi es (S.OA .S) at the 
University of London have offered to coll aborate wi th the 
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Department of Mus ic, Kaihmandu University, in supporting the 
academi.c progrnmme. 

Head of Department of Music, Katrunandu University Dr. Ger!-
Matthias Wegncr 

Postal Address : P.O. Box 10878 Kathmandu. Nepal. 
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Mandala and Landscape 

edited by 
A. W. Macdotlald 

Emerging Perceptions in BuddlJist Studies, no.6 
New Delhi, D.~~. Printworld, ISBN 81.246·0060·0, I Ne 1600 

LE CIIANT DU MONDf. CNU 274 ' 080 
NEPAL I INDIA 

BARDS OF THE HIMALAYAS 

EPICS AND TRANCE MUSIC 

edited by Fra tl ck Bemede 

The art of the bards of the Himalayas in the centre of lndo-Nepales,e 
territory is flat recognised for its true worth as far the sound. 
documentation of this sub-concinerlt is concerned. For there is a rich 
treasure here rhat can be divided imo two main categories : sun,g 
epics and ceremonial music. Th e latter call be described by the 
generic term "rhe: know/edge of the celestial musicians" and covers a 
vast reperlOry of chants of the various divinities. some of which are 
Gsaciated with ritual 0/ possession. 

COLLECTION CNRS J MUS£E DE L'HO:'>l ME 

THE REAL FOLK MUSIC OF NEPAL 

edited by 
Hans Weisetaunet 

15 digital recordings. More than 70 minutes of music. 
Includes 30-page booklet wi th tex t translations and 

explanations. 

Pound Sterling 15.- or Norwegian Kroner 150.- incl. posta,gePayment 10: 
pen No,:ske Bank, Norway. Account: 5470,6600240. To order or for more 
1f!/orml.H!an, co.nract: han:s.weisetl!mmel@{ml.uia.no. Or write to: ~Veise!haunf'l-

Mu.Slc Dep. UIO, Box 1017 BUndem, 0315 Oslo, Norway . - . 

Compact disc to appear in Autumn 1997 

Musiq,!es traditionnelles du Nepal: 
Rltuels et divertissements 

edited by 
Sophie Laurent 

Productions UMMUS de l'Un;versite de MOtltreal 

contact: iaurents@ere.llmontreai.ca or 
bedarm@ere.umon/real.ca 



Himalayan Music 
Contents of lbe enclosed Compact Disc 

[1] Buant. (6'28) 
This spring soog is sung by a bh:Jj:Jn group wilh h:umoniWT\ L1bIa, cymbals an:! a~ 
percussion mstrumenlS. ReconIo.-d by I. Gra r~hn in KUtipur on February 25, 1986. 

[2] Basanla (3'22) 
This spring song is sung by a bhaj:m group with h:mnonium. n:JgarJ (kcuJ<!drum), bells! 
and cymbals. ReoonJcd by I. Gr.Uldin in Kirtipur on Fcbru:uy 17, 1988. 

[3] B...... (2'3 4) 
This spring song is sung by a cfiph3 group wilh khim (a brgc, bam:l.sh3ped drum with 
tuning-JXlSIe on the heads) and cymbals. Ikwnk.-d by I. GrJndin in Kirtipur on Janu:uy 
28, 1988. 

[4] Bu.nu (2'06) 
This spring song is sung by Ram Krishna Du .... '3l Rl'l..::Oltk.-d by I. Gr.mdin in w singer's 
home in ~ on Q,:1Ob..'T~, 1993. 

[S] Caryi song 'R,illlvar{Ja' (3'55) 
The song is in rifp Nil :and ti/;J lad (CXlrJct). It is prt\:<:d . .'d by a short iiJ5p (ri[; k.'i}Vgu} 
rooordcd by AA. Bake in 1956. 

[6] Cb.W 
Sung by Dev N:lr.3)'3n M:ah;ujan (cxtrJCt of th.: boI 
in Kathtmndu in AUb'USl 1995. 

(0'41) 
n.'cibtion~ Rl'OOfl.k.'<l by F. BcmCdc 

[1] ChoW ( 1'59) 
Played by a dhimay b4Ja group of K:itJunar.oJu (Ol11oohal 101) oor ... hx:!cd by {Xv N:trJyan 

M.o..haIjan (extract). R~'ConJcJ by r. o..1T1i.Uc in i\ub'USt 1995. 

[8] umpvil} (2'52) 
Pbycd by a dhim:Jy liift group of Klthrn:tn:lu (Ombal-al 101). a::ndu:ted by DL.." Nar.iyan 
MaInIjan. R~-d by F. &:~ in K:l1hrn:1rw.Iu in August 1995. 

[9] Sri Gl19eS pujii 
MiiJdri melody sung by a group of lIlilrlgalini auspicious women. 

Tingey. 

[1 0] Pancs biji 
PIa)U1 by a groop of Olmii of (i)ri.:1ii. Ik'COnlo..'d by C T Lng'l')'. 

(4' 13) 
Recordt-d by C. 

(4') 

(11] Bbagwati/(o Jays (4:'46) 
N3g.ri b.in.i ~mble of the tylJn:i1carn.mJ lempic (Goddu district). Played by Dcviram 
Pariyar (msa), Nabaraj Pariyar (n3gani). Sujan Pari~r (b[iuli.b5Mj and Man Bahadur 
Pari}<lt (JaJmal). Rcoorded by S. Laurt'nl. 

[12] Mero bnn.. (5'22) 
Played and sung by Ram Saran Nepali. Rccon..lcd by rL Weisclh3uncL 

[13] The butterflies of Iumla 
Played by Ram Sat31l Ncpal i. R~ by H. \VciscthJunct 

(4'26) 

[14] Pho laba gbftu (4'41) 
([wo song Sl'Ctions} Sung by Klinu vi llagcrs conducted by Bhasu Gurung. Recorded by 
M Laht.inen and P. Moisab OIl f-ebiu:lJy 16, 1976. 

[IS] Imitations of bird songs (O'48) 
Sung by Gyeoora Ibna Mlgar. R.ec:ordcd in Kalhmandu by F. I3ernCde in March 1996. 
Jungle fowl, p3J1ridge, nY:1Uli (great Hinubyan bJrbct). kururiche (bluc..throo1Cd barbel). 

[16] Ny.uJi (3'36) 
This love song is sung by the HuQkiya bard Sher R3m at Paparsali (Almora District, 
U.P. India). Recorded by F. 8cmCde in Fehru..:uy 1989. 

[17] Ngah drum .md voice (2'26) 
Reoording made by B. PignOOc in 1958. (HAu pic:'Cl &: l :.\.nn.:Jpwm, 't.c Chant du MCIlde.. 
LO-S- 8245). 

[18] DbyaiJgro drum of jhirlkri mediums (Tamang). 
Recorded during the Janai Pumima at Patan by C. Jcst in 
musiques rc/igieuscs el prof.uJCs. DAM, LO 104, 1966). 

[19J Hani children's song 
Recookd by P. Bouchcry in 1996. 

[20] Han; children's song 
Recorded by P. Douchcry in 1996. 

[21] HaDi children'$ S ODg 

Here executed by men's choir. Rl'COtdcd by P. Bouchery in 1996. 

( 1'20) 
1965. ("Tibcl, Nepal, 

(0'2 1) 

(0'34) 

(0'39) 

[22] Rani laudatory song (Xsbs) ( 1'48) 
Welcoming song ror .... isitors, improvised lext on the most common melodic structure in 
!he Red River region (district or Ji.:mshui. Yuanyang, Jinping). Recorded by P. Bouchety 
in 1996. 

[23] Use of a citrus leaf as s wind instrument (O' 19) 
Typical melody of Yuanyang region. Played by a man (ex.tract). Recorded by P. 
Bouchcry- in 1996. 



[24] Vegetal trumpet (gubO (0'54) 
Melody of YwnY::lng region. Play.;.'lI by a Wom:ln (extract). Recorded by P. Bouchcry in 
1996. 
[25] Leaf and gubL duet (0'29) 
Pla}'Cd by two WOfI'II.'TL Reoord.:d by P. l3ouI:b.:ry in 1996. 

[26] lUni love SODg (alSi) (0' 38 ) 
Acx:on'qx1nicd by the sound of gubi (cxtrJ.ct). Ikuln.\o. .. d by P. Doudk."1)' in 1996. 

[21] Ibni percussion ensemble (2' I 5) 
(Gongs. cymbals. single membrane cylindrical drums). PlaYl--d by the " pUl1! men" of the 
vilbgc oonununity during thc pcrform:lI'Icc of th.: ritual d:mco! for thc cclebration of !he 
new year (Cltlr.lCI). This pi~"CC is accompani~-J by a <hnC>! song (sokc-SQ-3e) bonowing 
!he same mc\odial and tCJ{lml sruclun: of the xaoo type (er. lrad: 21). Ra:crdcd by P. 
Bouchcry in 1996. 

Total : (69'50) 
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