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@S g 7 I forrre femeewr awems & e
WA B | WS F 98T @ Y 49 q9 Aeee
FAfereig AR @I TR I TG & $5eT,
H R I Y9 Jeeg FE@ i fae
AT IV &5 | A b g g Feareea
RIS @TATET 3T T qraare. G o7 | Jay
B H A ahere e T weed grefid, Sarere
ST H HHA RS | g F=ikes g
Shrgweate @reemg 7 R R Inh gy W%
gyt @t ferameaT e et feee gfrer
Bl X I U9 HEre 8 IEHT 8 |
YR | AT T A=TITEE STETR ATTeRT
TS AAC FIS ABEA | MRRE g
FerePTerep =TT FIRT TR ITHRY TR et
fews axe® g w9 | A awgEE IUERT T
fereTeiTE qaieears EIRt o ST ST T |
HITE ST WY IIHET TR HA G
ST fafed U FAe g IuaRmT Shre <
sivieEe o, = weEfas srere frawes & |
Y WE AR grffaeg I g
TRRED ? AT TR Wi AW 8, 37 g Ay

I G T Bl T ] BeT S | ATGIF b HIEHR
féar & 99 IR FERH WEseRRe e
T T EGFT, AT ool BTSqRIAT |
HISTHTT TR BT I JeRF s AaRes
H W GRISATS (qepTdg, amel WL, | F™HRT
IEATE ST TR @S AW T afrer
SF =EERAT IA | AT & @ & Hes we
g few 7 wee e smavas 89

HTTT GHNATEAT Foorg o TRTH G,
A raregehan qfd et sl gite
HUH 7S | ATH ° @l wre@r 9w o
Bl | FRI sverfeene wfdeTudl B wEEREE
BT Hiferaes fAfsT qwwmr & | weeaarrs o
fert a9eEr @ FE WAy e qaiEE
S P 3 st BT o, Setewrs fode s e
B | W g 8T fafeeaw, Wi, feg o, of &
RIS, quYw R | fesensr faferge gwrawt
TSN FEEE BTHIETS BTHT ST JeATHEE e,
ST SCTehT AW Toreh! (6w et wrei sgees
TR frrersfr sae | wemd e fead g
TADhPH ASe® TS AT ATHA! GRBR AEPR
TSR, A e T X R @ 1 iR s
e ufeley gieamee o qyEen Rt &
ARG TR AW STSTAAT FeiwR ATSATGT forey
TR G ? IIRAH TSP S AEEATS STATHTSTEAT
AT ¥ EEE GaATUH FXT B ATeaer@l o vy
S |

TAEATEE @HEBTHT THwH T@RRT
guyerfe fauz wifgaar ggx wdgww wife
&, e @ wel @ e 2 SHEEs
AT @R faera | 9= @ifvua 8 afs
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AGTHTE FAY e AU &1 TN AT qq IABE
T TEYFTAT 815X 7 T I T forerdy aifvmamar
TSTHAT AT g et B | fevssra Fareepr g ST
HTRAT FALH TG, Hifdd G ANIN Teh
N c cara ol e M | e e 12 o
DA TS @TATSN qREdS T @roy aear
JRIECHT | SMEfolee dig gwiaeted g1 a3
FERT A AT HfE GRS S
fedesr saTes oy g | e gl e aTE
Rrerr Sframefas Gdrarel awee, S EueT
FAG T B FreprresT Geheies e ATear
gl AT afear fp gfeus » cer fasaaar
ST STaY FHUeT TS ATATeRT e T s
T (SEH) M | o AREq qowr e
Aoy e &, aferer ae &1 | @Ay 3T
AT AT | ’

MESASTTTEH! ATeTelGeh! &H E@T TE=
TS ATHT AT AT VThETE Yot HUahs
TSI UH | AG¥T AR b Awrecen
ATHTSIET FAREBTRT ATEAT B AN e aoms
AHT FEIfea WU § IRl @l T WA @)
gt (e AaTaEer @it B @Rt s g,
frepraret g8 Se@ @ | TR W EEEATES
TG AGTH, T BT IS SSHEIFHT AR
U HAW RH G, dF GHATT JESS T @
MG TR TR, TETATE T AT FAH
WU B | WA ETHTAT T g AR s
STHTH! ERAT FHTPT AtaT T B & 7 T SheT
T8 | Q0T Fereerggramant RpSTraT <Rt sy sifereeser
AT ATHAT FATH @loogA, T gHeTs | R
fafepwar g@sar afmaes afmaar gvq
TREHTETY Aol siea |

AT T S IERVEE T T ST
TN BAEH SRR TaT ATST foraieias el | Sfereett
AGHT ISCH FRTEETRT @Ioaariar AThag AL 3
ARGIATET TSR g73 a1 | dranfaa a1 79
gor faar SemeveE AR BN dfiEer Teh o
R FRTE O AT T ARTHT GG el gt
IYREE TG, TEATT ETET ¥R HINTT Y | Fat
BT Tt e e et ferg emAT wET Aot
AT TRAT | fqdraTe s g@ faere At
T fofrems w9 @ sEvw fres,
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Gl I3 b URTI a2 aof fereiRor

(Introduction of Dumi Rai and phonemic inventory)

LS ESTHATT Gt 2

q. uRa (introduction)
feRRiae®®l Teh OX FUSHI TIAT EhH!
Uk GHIAD ATH B TN | TAT AP Ieafaret
AT ATEeT=T THTITHT ATTHT THEE T[98 B |
q. THT HTSTERT SSebT T AT THIPSTE THT TR
2 | ST 7Y g (BTHY 2T WIT-YfTRTRresrerT

HUG! AT THTT & | g4
ugewHr HA fafed
AT/ HYH,  AFTHR

fETdfie®®r Trave® @I [edTaH]
FITeRTEAT / SRS ST 23T (BT Fdl) gea
THSH! F R AIHL T THI HTH Bl T
FIT IETH B |

R, P g frew % felwr S= @@ <

TEITHT BRI gX STohAT faepeprdefe fafee
YR (RGH &qH)@TE ST T8 SeReH! B | T
EEEH A WH T 4 T B B |

2. aftoifera a1 (Geographical Area)

AT Tepepl RTHTEEd! F SEHT SHRISE
U TITTAT THATY R S GeHdl HIaH
TR IS Ie® He WU TS T8
ATHEH T | [ERTETYIH THAfTeTE TN
AAT ET gEHATE TR T g8 STATIRAT
THT I9l FIF T |
3 fRmaeely EeETEd! aRan BTSS!
BRT T WP @ | SR, dERAET A
TEE®P! ATHSHU GAT ATHI Shoerg a9
HEATHH IEH TS |
foia 8 wfq Prreel @0WT s 99
B TEEE WA TH Wi € B gh ) g
UEEEP ATH I W G STeeTE THT g q/TH
T (TH IS D) A |
THT TS AT AITAAT Sfere HETHTITARER
qreAT foserdh frsrer Wi | IRaR i
fearad@(himalayish) eer @7 fewre fermmer
AT 9w | T T ATRA TN, W, G

ST AR JATETAT T ATIETATR]  ATHITHRT
§AEE @I, ST, STeRyel /e qeyay I
AT MG AT FEA R B T A MESEEH
FreR(ES) Wi, "o, WdeT, BN, @rareay,
HETaR Y AT [GHeb! MrecTeedl Qg
AR, ¥ TETEHT qriieg, fafasH, a@l, A9,
FEhE, IATA, FATAST ANE SSEEHAT FRT TEH
B

3. o= (Population)

ATgeras i« T HoX e TR 1 G g
87 fFa9R gUS! AEeFYT HE FWE qGA
TiFREd! T | STRTIAT 045 Bl TAEH FTAR
THT EEEH @l 43N TR 9 9fF g
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THT TEEEH F SEE@T 9K000 g 15000 u. gof (Phoneme)

mﬁwwwmalsﬁvﬁw STSTTARTAe! e aget aoT sraRifey
qF... =z & ifeeres eurarer (IPA international phonetic
& fafa (Script) ‘ alphabet) = smermaT gHY 2 st T ST

T T S @ e B TR ST R 3% 7 e, g, 5 g

e S N : A8 U, 9, G, &, q, F I e W qaT ST quf ¥

TY T R A oA XA G | A
T Sl AT S S e i Erer T AR ST T GRS AR g

Fefirrer fefe e sweeen 57 < arfeereren qofy o (o ) 3 Ere AT T g e W e
YHE §X MUH URE S AR SR wH B | g far Rt ¥ R s et ()

et & weprerr 8% amuar @ TIRT TR G |

Gofl creater auie) aiférast (Table of consonant sounds )

Place of articulation (S=eRwr @@=t HTETTHT)

bilabial | dental alveolar | palatal velar glottal
@) | (=) EwfeE) | (@) | (ETEE (Fv5H)
irated
Stops (=) m i ke, e e i F T 2
aspirated e
( : g E g 9
Fricative (g&m) kil €
[Nasalfeae) " o €
Trill (o) > |
Lateral (qifeee) & area
semi-vowel
(3T 5 &

Manner of articulation (sa=ar smercam) |

(Minimal pair of consonants sound) TEHIE - ST

/% /= fepe =fby /@ /= faq =T /7= Rt = ar /49 /= R = st g
/% /=f= ATy /M = = g /9/= a9 = a9 /% /= 6 = Arg

/@ /=fa® =wirad /9/= e =gm /%)= faw = 92 /9 /=B = 7

/%/ =fe= g /97 =g =g /9/= ] = AT /q/=F =]

/R =AY =S| /B = BRI =T /A/= A = ATREGT /9 /= A = THGT
9/ =VTET= WG (/= WRE =T /7= R = demey /¥ /= T = veaq
/4 /=f= e /9/= fag = weq /4 = fa =g /% /= o= vaite way

SRIRTSA onferiv anfires e @,
| RS
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W @) quieer aifwar (Table of dumi vowels sound
ED]
(front) (back) ‘
Tifere ERIE RG] e
(rounded). | (unrounded) | (rounded) (unrounded)
7 3 3 3
High @=0 feet z 3 3
Highmid @=awea) 7= T ar
. foref T 3
Lowmid (frwwem) 7= I
et -
Low () & _
feer am:
T WX auie wgaw g (minimal pair of vowels sound)
/& /-G =T /& ~T =g
/9 ~a =T+ / AT,/ —Ar =6
/3/~TAEH =AY /5. ~PATA=TEATE
/3/=F =& (T /T /==
/ T/ -Ag=cateT /T /=R g=rAdr
/ AT/ —GI=HTST /3T / —@T.=ustE
/3 /-3TF =(Mera) /9/-ITY =
A WINTHT WUSHT B FAEE AT (AW 0%¥ FroEre sfaferEa |

FAT STEEAT SEATT FAEE AWQIT Har
FHEE GHI~ HTH EETT SIAT TR 3 |
—gHr wrTeRr smeRoT(the grammar of Dumi)
George van Driem in 1991

—-gRfeTeE AT 3@ ha(collection and
inter-linearization of the Dumi)

—gHT TR atTeEree(documentation of
Dumi language)

Py for syrenfersrer FersTrTeRT w@et T nfeariT STeSie
IeATe e IfTssTAeT e FEERTHT |
—gfgferR sty afrer famre 04 ¥ ATeETe aTiies
®YHT JHIT HEEH & T Aqrar s

HTSTHT |

fore adEeEHT |

q.3eedr fAAfE (@R MEW R
R F-TEg(ETer qfex)

3.3y =@ (AR ST Airere)

¥ [ gouTEar (@R Sersan)

ATHSE AT AR AT TS
AREAYTAT AT TATIIRE ATAHIT TeIRTT HTH |
& afen e TREgEEr SeEerar fafre
R o AT TR g8 ST |

& e ForeEr g e aut A
(T IaTEN) (HS ATH |

2 Wammﬁ%ﬁammﬁam
qrETtas fear

)
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¢ sfedr F=rde ‘R S foia e
HETH =S Wbl /qiebar faeireT gaifverd
Al FTe |
THATH (§7<d) FHI IR |
AT, (FErATET qRefenT)
TF.TH Q0K WEES” ST THT HINTSH FHIAR
reeATieer TIAT TR TE TR
¢ T M GEY GHEER A [ AHE

garerel fafor | .
H wrerE adwrw gaeqr(Present
situation of Dumi language)

TH AT qUIETS WA HehSHT IR

(Endangered language) gfemr sfmer s
11 T IEEEE uA a7 S,

L a8 A 2

g, TYaR, Sifeen T AT MA@ 9t

T ML, FRER GRS WA AT g
T SRATE®D! Pl ATEIT WP T T T,
T ARl R MIEEHT AT (RS &
A TR, YA WA R g
%ﬁﬁwﬁmmiﬁﬁmmwﬁm
Wmmhqmmmm
@1, STerY, wWEw I fawrier $E @
[wireEH QA T gar qEATAT gAREH, @t
.fa. 9. /7 R qEArAn A A, et wir
W QA QAT X AAT A gaT GRAT /T
i ®w B )
7G4, T ST R R R
WA HH TG B | A G AT HA BRUEE
JUET G ATST ATTHTSTT T AT ST & |
waeE(Problems)
| SAEHHT I TEHEIE AIIESH G |
. weR amgfafeEmurEd gremmen srawt
AR |
3 iy wHRTAiTT el B Ay SR
T FrEAL T UG TEA |
Y. ASTITIR FH AU AHCPIS A ATITETE
T 37 WTSTelTs Sifepa™ grafiesan faue |

SRS

Y. SRS I dwwemay faw

t. HERINSCT WINTH AYcALY oI el
ATGHATYTATE 9 Heed fawe |

Y. SGETE ERTRe AT ¥ JROM A1 |

5. fwem ¥9R 3 ywTER @FHT ATGEIGTR
YHTEBTY] ETAT TANT AE |

R, HITHE BT qRead TRafs Mived seEr

ST He §76 | g IRaa S-S Hiaqg
fersrer IsEES srRAr fadame mife R
Aol JEH FH TG G WIS QT AT
YA S X I G |

e (Recommend)

Y. TAF AIHTEESR! TS qLAT qAqT

HFT I | :

R HEIITTET i I BEHE Te-

MEEH T |
3 ATV UIREETHTIEED e g I, S

YEHI, TR, TEIATKIH AT |
¥, WIWISTR WE Fage o faerg e

SRT FEATIH T FIFR G |
Y. SIS ST TR geA, WINT WART B

&mﬁu@mmﬁrwﬁmﬁ?«r

g |
% W MeETaE Frieeear sHEn e

TR I B[SP GHI T Sierer AfHard 9T

HITHTNT SATh! JTTAT Fatresar feg a9 |
O HIIEINTTE W, FowAT Qe AR

Ifard w9 FHTaY AR o |
S W9 g Jat w@iegmar el seqaers

m@wﬁmzmm

T =TT g FrEae T € |
Persepef -

A AT faebTaepr IR 75 & FUER
AT 9 AT R e ¥ e soer v
YURAEE UM @ g9 g B
a=t gt dhafer sifve oRreT aF Lo
(g e T whtER)

Pattern of language endangerment in
Nepal LSN silver jubilee conference
Nov. 26-27,2004 Frof. Yogendra Frasad Yadav

*oe

Isﬁﬁmmmnmm

=&}







Dumi Language: A brief introducti(m

&Netra Mani Dumi Rai
ourlink@wlink.com.np

1. Introduction

1.1(a) Ethnonym
Dumi people use Dumi Radu as
endonym which means ‘Dumi Rai’ in
their language. The term Dumi is much
more popular among them. The native
speakers of the language as well the
non-speakers call them Dumi. The
people from other communities also call
them Dumi.
Dumi is the name most exclusively used
for both the language and its speakers.
The resource persons from the Dumi
community say that “the dialectic
meaning of the term Dumi indicates
multi-meanings like ‘association’,
‘coming into contact’, ‘meeting
together’ etc. Pointing out the
chronological data, some others claim
that it signifies a person’s name the
head person succeeds from Tumsoli

1.1(b) Glossonym
The Dumi people both native speakers
and non-speakers call their language
hopupu Bra or Dumi Bra,or Dumi ba.
In Dumi language hopupo means
‘own’ and bra means ‘language’. So
the meaning of the term hopupo bra is
‘own language’ or ‘mother tongue’.
Other communities living in and around
the Dumi Language speaking areas also
call Dumi kura (i.e. Dumi mother
tongue). In general, Dumi and other

people use the term Dumi to refer this
language.

1.2 Dumi Speaking Areas

Dumi is a minority Kirati Rai language.
The CBS report 2001 shows that the
total population of the Dumi is 5,271.
However, from the recent field visit in
the homeland of Dumi, DKRF has come
to the conclusion that there is around
10,000 Dumi people in this area,
whereas the over all population of Dumi
is about 15,000 to 18,000. The Dumi
speaker is nearly 2,500 (i.e. 25% of the
total population 10,000 in the Dumi
homeland) and the majority of the
speakers are aged group from the main
Dumi-speaking VDCs [i.e. Kharmi
(Kha), Jalapa(Ja), Baksila(Ba),
Sapteshwor(Sa) and Makpa (Ma)].
Like other indigenous groups, Dumi
people are also alert about the ethnic
identity. As a result, their common
organization Dumi Kirat Rai Funsikim
‘DKRF’ has been established a decade
before for the preservation and
promotion of the native language and
culture.

1.3 Demography and’distribution

Majority of Dumi people live in Baksila,
Sapteshwor, Jalapa, Kharmi, Makpa,
Kubhinde, Diktel and Nerpa in Khotang
district as their traditional homeland and
their immediate Kirat Rai neighbors are
Koi, Khaling, Sampang, Thulung,
Kulung, Nachhiring etc. Besides, some

(SRR ansanfitas anfers afi )
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Dumi people have dispersed (migrated) 2.1 Vowels
in. some certain places of the other There are seven oral vowels in Dumi,
districts  like ~ Okhaladhunga, which contrast in length as in table: 2.1
Solukhumbu, Udaypur, Bhojpur, \
Sangkhuwasabha, Panchthar, Front Central Back
Taplejung, Sunsari, Moran g, Thapa and o unrc?unded unrounded rounded
Ilam. Some Dumi Rais have migrated |18t | Vit S oy

¥ id ele: oA o/o:
even to Kathmandu valley since some T o
years ago. In abroad, they are in

Hongkong , UK, USA, Canada, Notice that Dumi has three short and three long central
Datjeeling, Sikkim, e (In dia) e vowels (/&/, /a:/, /a(, /a/, /a/ and /a:/).
Burma etc.

2. Phonology
The inventory of the distinctive
segments of Dumi language is given
under vowels and consonants below:

2.2 Consonants and its distribution
Consonants are classified into different
groups on the basis of the manner and
place of articulation as in the table: 2.2.

Table: 2.2 The inventory of Dumi consonants -

Bilabial Dental Alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal
V1. va. V1. vd. Vi Vvd. Vi. Vd. | VL vd. Vi vad.
Plosive Unaspirated P b t d t d k g ?
Aspirated ph  bh th dh th dh kh gh
Affricate Unaspirated ¢ dz !
|
Aspirated ¢ch dzh i
Nasal m n n }
Trill r
Fricatives s h
Lateral I
Semivowel w
Fg il erera SlSTolial Yolch! fYerehI SUgR, |
it |
=1 3rafe urfdas LG
q @ ] sty Q a6 90.94¥%  (f@oes q wen)
% 3 I 949.9Y%  (fFawT 9 Fen)
“ 8 e 83.99% _ (fFeesy 9 @en)
2 § Q2.%0%  (fawT o @@
o TR TG WY |y el HagT ol 98.00% (9 e faset
e —
’ WAETEE A f\
- wtar T o0 oo ad wisa amam | e ' .
NA BIL REMIT : A S ol 8%90%09

(i e | |
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The glotal stop / ” / is gradually vanishing in the pronounciation of the young Dumi
generation so that the original pronunciation like /bi’’/- ‘cow’ the and /me”/ - ‘wife’
are respectively assimilated to /bi/ and /me/ alveoler sounds [td] , [toh], [do], [do
h] and the retroflex [s] are rarely used in the loan words especially from Nepali
language.
3. Lexicon

Dumi language is still in the oral tradition. It has not been published any specific
document in this language till today. It is almost predominant by the Nepali speaking
environment in even the Dumi origin. The language has been able to retain some
more vocabulary of its own origin. Some native vocabulary items are shown as

follows!: khols ‘all' pico 'ear’
‘ i folu 'leg’ cuwa "heart’
chadowa "fat' ] lu:mu 'lever’
: gondori 'neck’ halalam 'red’
4. Nominal morphology Sorinsr 'star’ Eds ™ tpat
4.1 Pronouns — this gy et

4.1.1 Personal pronouhs

Dumi has the following eleven personal pronoun forms. The dual system also exists
in Dumi as well. The inclusive/exclusive distinctions are also evident in this language.

Table 4.3 Dumi Personal Pronouns

Singular | Dual Plural
l Inclusive Exclusive Inclusive Exclusive
1* person anu inci Onel ipki unku
2“ pérson ani, anni anci animu,anniham
3™ person i unci ‘ , - unimu

| form of the first person pronoun. There are no honorific pronouns in this language.
4.1.2 Interrogative pronouns
In Dumi, there are two types of interrogative pronouns: animate and inanimate. These
pronouns are not marked for the number (i.e. singular and non-singular).
(5.18) Animate
mam-bi ‘.. asi/asu mota?
there-LOC who be.NPT
“Who is there?”
(5.16), Inanimate
mam-bi mo gota?
there-LOC what be.NPT
“What is there?”

' The given word list has been taken from the ‘Swedish 100 wordlist in Dumi language.
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|
e interrogative pronoun: between two different dialects are presented in the|

following table 4.4. |
Table: 4.4 The comparision of the interrogative pronouns in betweem Makpa and Baksila

who what { when why how which { what where | whose
kind
Makpa { asi/asu } mo hijo(PT) mihika(PT) ‘ bhiso hem mihim { khamu { aspo
hinam(NPT) { mona(NPT)
Baksila | abo mwo: § hina maka mshins | hempo { mahem }{ hempa { abopo

In Makpa Dumi, there is past and non-past difference in time interrogative pronoun ‘
hijo ‘when’ (past-’PT’) and hinYm ‘when’ (non-past ‘NPT’) and the pronoun reffer to
why in English mihiPka ‘why’ (PT) and the mona ‘why’ (NPT) but there is not in the
Baksila Dumi.
4.1.3 Demonstrative pronouns
Demonstrative pronouns in their declensions are mentioned in Table 4.5

Table 4.5 Demonstrative determiners in Dumi

Inanimate Animate Dual Plural
Near-Speaker tam tam tam-na tam-mu
Near-Hearer mam mam mam-nua mam-mu
Distal jakam jakam jakam-nu jakam-mu
Remote jakkam jakkam jakkam-na Jjakkam-mu

Note: the non-visible demonstrative pronoun in Dumi is takam ‘this’ (by listening).

4.1.4 Possessive pronouns
The possessive pronouns in Dumi are presented as in table 4.6.

Table: 4.6 Dumi possessive pronouns

Singular Dual Plural
Inclusive Exclusive Inclusive Exclusive
1* person o inci wncu ipki unka
2"¢ person a anci anmu
¢ person u unci unimu

4.1.4 Indefinite pronouns
Indefinite pronoun may differ to animate/inanimate and inflect for cases, not by number.
The case marking to indefinite pronoun is listed in table 4.7.
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Table: 4.7 Indefinite pronouns and case marking

i

NOM/ABSL. ERG ‘ GEN DAT ABL
REFL hbpu hopua hapupo ‘haopulai Hopulamka
REFL-EMPH | hopuna hopuana hopupona hopulaina Hopulamkana
g grgareT grgarsT | SrgErEeT ErgeTETST
REFL- hopuhopu hopuhopua hopuhopupo hopuhopulai hopuhopulamka
Reduplication BrIErgerTET
REFL- hopuhopuga | hopuhopuana | hopuhopupona | hgpuhopulaina | hopuhopulamkana {
Reduplication- | grq@rgsT : p TIETATEST | BV ; §
EMPH

4.1.6 Reflexive pronouns
Reflexive pronoun can be used to express ‘self” in all persons: first, second and third. The

reflexive pronoun in Dumi is hopu ‘self’.
Table: 4.8 Reflexive pronouns in Dumi

NOM/ABSL | EGR DAT GEN
asi (human) asi , asi -a asi -Jai asi —po
pici (non-human) | picici picici -a picici -lai picici -po
4.1.7 Reciprocal
(5.18) pe-wa hopu-hopu-bi  ki-na ita
elder brother-younger brother  each-other-LOC quarrel-INF ~ NOT
‘Should not quarrel each other in brothers’
4.1.8 Relative pronouns

In Dumi, the relative pronouns differ from the derived interrogatives. There are parallel sets
with interrogative words (what, which, who, where etc.) to make relative pronoun in Dumi.
This is illustrated by the following table 4.9.

Table: 4.9 Relative pronouns and case markers in Dumi

l SRR ansfies anfors afrer

NOM/ABSL [ERG GEN DAT
who asi asi-a asi-po asi-lai
what mo mo-a mo-po mo-lai
which hem hem-a hem-po hem-lai

The plural number in Dumi is indicated by the suffix <-mu> as in (4.1a).
(4.1) a. meisi ‘one buffalo’ meisi-ma ‘buffalos’
b. luce 'basket’ lacue-mu 'baskets’

The plural suffix < -mu> which is equivalent to the <-mu!> in Baksila Dumi is also used to
denote a class. In mass noun, which do not have (in general) plural suffix <-mu> is used for the
collective sense as in (4.2).

(4.2) kho:-mw ‘utensils’
bu-mu ‘trees’
pulam- mw 'guests’

The dual number is indicated by the suffix <-n&> e.g. owa-n#'my two younger brothers' and the
suffix <-me> e.g. cu-cu-m# ‘children’ is used for non-honorific plural number whereas <-ham>
as in duspi-ham ‘adults’ is used for honorific plural number.
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Number marking in noun and pronoun (when function as noun head) are <-n#> for dual and in
pronoun <-m#> for plural.

(4.3) owa-nu 'my two younger brothers'
owa-nw imsiti 'my two younger brothers sleep.’
khici-na 'two thieves'
khici-na conci ‘two thieves ran away.’

(4.4)  cucu-mu '‘children’

cucu-mua khamu ham-khusta? 'Where do children go?'
silpu-mu § SECE gt
silpu-mu saulola ham-camu ‘the birds lost from the jungle.’

The dual suffix <-n&#> and plural suffix <- m# > in all types of nouns, and in both animate and
inanimate objects. Howeuver, there is plural suffix <-kam> in honorific nouns as in (4.5).

(4.5) pipi-nu ‘two grand mother’
pipi-ham ‘grandmothers’
4.3 Gender

Dumi language does not use grammatical gender, so it does not distinguish masculine and
feminine nouns as well as adjectives. Lexical gender is rarely found. Following are the
examples that distinguish feminine from masculine nouns. Example (5.6) shows that the
morphology of the gender marking system is <m> for feminine and <p> for masculine. This
is related to proto-typical Tibeto-Burman feature. In some relational words, inanimate words
and imperfective deverbalized words the suffixes <-pa/ba> and <-ma> are used for the
male and female respectively in Dumi language.

i. Relational words

(4.6) a. papa  ‘father’

mama  ‘mother’

b. epa ‘father’ (with adress)
ema  ‘mother’ (with adress)
o7 pa?a  ‘father’ (with adress)

ma?a ‘mother’ (with adress)
ii. Non-animate words

(4.7 ta, khliba ‘male dog’
; khlibame ‘female dog’
iii. Imperfective deverbalized words
4.8) a. Kindzrukpa ‘male timid’
Kindzrukma  ‘female timid’ ‘
silimaKpa ‘male-dance-leader in sakela dance’
silimaKma ‘female-dance-leader in sakela dance *
Thus in Dumi, the gender marker is limited in productive, in some relational words and in
some words refer to the bird and animals are not marked by <-pa/ba> and <-ma>
suffixes as in (5.9).
4.9) a. chwara + ~‘male/female goat’

b. wa ‘brother/sister’ Contd ...
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