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| EXCLUSIVE |
Mobile licence

The Khetan Group and India’s
Modi Telestra won the financial
hidding for a mobile phone
licence on Wednesday. The
team offered Rs 24.11 billion for
the entire package, which

includes licence and renewal fees
and a four percent royalty. The one-
time licence fee offer was Rs 210
million, and the renewal charge—
payable once after 10 years and
then every five years for up to 25
years was Rs 20 billion. The four
percent royalty payable comes to
Rs 3.9 hillion. At a 12 percent
discount rate, the net present value
of the offer made by the top bidder
comes to a whopping Rs 9.27
hillion, which rival participants at
the bidding said was a
“stupendous” sum. Now, all we
want to know is this: will mobile
phones become cheaper next
year?

Radisson shares

The Oriental Hotels Limited has
allocated over 30,000 shares to
applicants collecting what would
amount to Rs 150 million. An
investigation on the entire public
issue reveals many questions that
are still unanswered. Financial
analysts say the July sale of
shares, which was over-subscribed
seven times took place without
complete financial disclosures. The
Security Exchange Board which
regulates the stock market, says it
has done its best to protect
shareholder interest. The issue
manager is also confident the issue
has benefitted both the hotel and
the shareholders. .............. pg 4-5

Congress at amms

Just as you expected, the Nepali
Congress infighting is not over. It
heated up again with dissident Sher
Bahadur Deuba dashing off a stiff
statement accusing the Koirala
camp of not keeping its word on the
vexing party membership issue. All
this, and the cabinet reshuffle, is
distracting the ruling party’s
attention from the much more
important recent question of
resolving the Maoist issue through
dialogue.

RAJENDRA DAHAL

ey joked, they drank tea and

they shared biscuits. Deputy

Prime Minister Ram Chandra
Poudel was in a relaxed Tihar mood.
He quipped that he used to be the
leader of a communist student union.
Across the sofa, the Maoists’
Kathmandu commander, Rabindra
Shrestha slapped his knee and laughed
out loud, saying: “How strange, | used
to be with the Nepal Students’ Union
(the students’ wing of the Nepali
Congress)!” The maverick activist and
career-mediator, Padma Ratna Tuladhar,
who brought the two men together for
the first ever face-to-face talks between a
government minister and the Maoists,
poured more tea and sat back to let the
two sides size each other up. The
bonhomie helped. After two hours of
talks, a beaming Tuladhar dropped
Poudel off at the Ministers’ residential
quarters in Pulchowk in a sleek metallic
beige Corolla sedan. ““So, they don’t look
like monsters, do they?” Tuladhar asked
Poudel in the car. The Deputy Prime
Minister agreed.

A week later, both the government
and the Maoists seem to have sensed the
overwhelming wish among the Nepali
people that this fragile beginning for talks
should succeed. After nearly over 1,600
deaths, mayhem, destruction and bad
blood, public opinion is against more
violence. Even Maoist leader Comrade
Prachanda said in his 28 October
statement that his movement was
responding to the “people’s wish” for
dialogue. This perhaps is the reason why
the positive vibes from last Friday’s talks
were so palpable, and the politicians
made sure it got maximum coverage. In
fact, it all seemed too good to be true.

To be sure, the road ahead is bumpy.
But peace talks will be more difficult the
longer the conflict drags on. As we have
seen from mediation processes in
Northem Ireland, from the Israel-
Palestinian conflict, or Sri Lanka, violence
has an in-built mechanism for escalation
at its own inexorable momentum. If it
goes on long enough there will be enough
people who profit and benefit from it,
and who will not want it to end. The
Maoist insurgency in Nepal has not yet
reached that stage, and we are at a point
in time when domestic public opinion,
the debate over the army’s role, the
constructive role played by the Royal
Palace and intemational pressure have all
converged to prepare the ground for talks.
This window of opportunity will not last.

As things stand, there are four basic
scenarios of where things can go from
here in a good to bad sequence:
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¢ Rapid progress in informal talks, both
sides negotiate in good faith,
government promptly meets Maoist
demands, and a ceasefire is agreed
upon.

* Maoists come up with demand for safe
passage, there is prolonged haggling
over agenda for official talks. Partisan
interests try to prevent agreement.

e Government and Maoists get dragged
into a propaganda war, Congress
infighting gets worse, Maoists refuse
talks, attacks on police resume.

o All talks deadlocked, government
refuses to release detainees, Maoists
launch nationwide attacks,
paramilitary force is armed, army is
deployed fully. Nation heads towards
civil war.

Prachanda’s latest deadline for the
government to meet its pre-conditions, a
response to the killing of three rebels in
Kalikot district afferthe Poudel-Shrestha
meeting, expires today (Friday). And
from what we know of these conditions,
they are not insurmountable. The
government should have no problem
acceding to them, and it must understand
that if he does not produce results
Prachanda will be under internal pressure
from the Maoists themselves. At the talks
on 27 October when Rabindra Shrestha
reiterated the demand that Maoist leader
Dinesh Sharma be released, Ram
Chandra Poudel is reported to have
exclaimed in English: “Done!”

Poudel’s goal at the talks was to assess
if the Maoists were genuine. Talks could
be a Maoist ploy to buy time, impress the
domestic public, donors, and the
international community that they are
reasonable revolutionaries. Poudel appears
to have been persuaded that they were
genuine. The Maoists, for their part,
inquired after the fate of Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s committee, and asked that the
government appoint an official
negotiator. It’s funny the Maoists should
ask that, since the ruling party should
have done at without anyone asking. But
we all know what the problem is: it is the
Nepali Congress’ chronic infighting.
Koirala and Deuba can't stand each other,
and there is factional competition to take
credit from future peace talks.

Ram Chandra Poudel seems to be an
acceptable compromise, and he will need
to be given the space and the mandate by
his party to negotiate. Deuba, meanwhile,
has been sulking and taking rearguard

action, and we hear even lobbying with
foreign embassies to get himself reinstated
in the peace committee. In an interview
in September (# 9) Deuba told us it
didn’t really matter who talked to the
Maoists, since the credit would go to the
party. It is time for him, in the nation’s
interest, to show the same magnanimity
now towards Poudel. Because if the
government and the party do not end
their bickering soon and sit down to
prepare for talks they could end up
helping the Maoists re-justify calling off
talks and going back to war.

What is intriguing is why the Maoists,
who are winning the psychological,
military and information battle against
the government, agreed to talks at this
point. After all, as an ideologically-
motivated guerrilla force with a long-term
plan for the capture of state power, time is
on their side. They don’t lose much by
talking, they can go back to jungle any
moment by saying the govenment is not
serious about meeting their demands.
And these are demands we don’t really
know much about anyway: is Dinesh
Sharma just a red herring, or are there
more serious hidden demands about
constitutional changes? We may finally
know, for instance, if the Maoists really
want to abolish the monarchy and tum
Nepal into a people’s republic.

In the end, even the Maoists need to
gauge public opinion. Political power
may come out of a barrel of a gun, but it

IVd SyHanNs

is the people who will keep them there.
So far, the gun has taken precedence over
hearts and minds. The Maoists may have
won many battles, but they haven’t yet
won the public opinion war. Dunai, for
instance, may have been a tactical victory,
but it was a strategic turning point. it
overturned many givens: it galvanised
government resolve to partially deploy the
army; the prime minister and king were
forced to clarify each others’ positions;
and the present talks got their impetus.

Whatever may be Prachanda’s reason
to come to the table, the government has
no alternative but to negotiate. The
Maoists have shown their flexibility by
removing some of their early pre-
conditions, successfully throwing the ball
in the govenment’s court. The ruling

party needs to show

similar adaptability.  Editorial

That is why these page 2

things are called

negotiations: you give as well as take.
The Maoists have not yet declared

that the talks are a substitute to the war,
nor have they shown signs that they have
slowed mobilisation. What the
government needs to do is to hold on to
the Maoists’ expressed desire to come to
talks and create the conditions where they
will keep talking. Otherwise the blame for
failure will be laid squarely on the feckless
ruling party, and the inability of its
leaders to look beyond the tip of their
noses. ¢
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THE TEN-YEAR |TCH

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal 2047 (1990) has been
criticised by a vocal minority on all sides of the political spectrum. The
right claims it is against Nepali nationhood because the divine
powers of the king have been curtailed. The left says its ambiguous
provisions are open to manipulation by traditionalists and
reactionaries. Extremists ridicule it as a document that compromised
the real interests of the people after the Jana Andolan.

To be sure, this first decade has been a roller-coaster ride: three
parliaments, ten prime ministers, two local elections, improbable
coalitions, perennial infighting, break-ups of political parties, and a
tendency to polarise. No wonder some call the system of government
in Nepal today “constitutional anarchy”.

But there have been achievements: the supremacy of the law was
proven when the Supreme Court restored the second Pratinidhi
Sabha in 1995, even though it had been dissolved earlier on the
recommendation of the prime minister. Taking advantage of the
unfettered freedom of expression and organisation, there has been a
transformation in social activism, media and civil society. Given the
persisting stranglehold of superstition and fatalism in this country
(not necessarily confined to the illiterate), this is no mean feat.

Apart from all that, the 1990 Constitution made a dramatic break
from the past—it transferred sovereignty from the crown to the people.
The symbol of Nepali nationalism and unity is now the Constitution.
So what's so great about that, you may ask. Well, it puts the onus of
building our future on our own shoulders. We can no longer blame it
on fate, or callous rulers. If our leaders turn out to be crooks, we have
the power to vote them out.

There is an opportunity to start anew as we prepare to mark the
first ten years of our constitution. Informal talks were held last week
between the Deputy Prime Minister Ram Chandra Paudel, and the
representative of a group that doesn't believe in the present
constitution and has adopted a violent struggle to have it changed.
Hopes have been raised that there is now light at the end of this dark
tunnel. All right-thinking Nepalis in their heart of hearts are convinced
this is the way to go. The sooner the Maoists use the political space
afforded by the same constitution they revile to enter the mainstream,
the better it will be for them and for the Nepali people. But after living
by the bullet, do they have the political will to face the ballot? The
Nepali people have such a low opinion of political leaders who have
ruled us so far that the Maoists may be pleasantly surprised to win the
next election.

Sceptics have already begun to rubbish the informal talks as a
Maoist propaganda ploy. But if they are sincere, and we have Padma
Ratna Tuladhar's word that they are, perhaps they discovered its
usefulness only after the possibility of the army coming under the
constitutionally formed government of the day became imminent.
Nepalis now have to show they are mature enough to control their
destiny. After all, they are in charge.

THE ORIFICE

OK, everyone, back to work. The fun and
games are over for now. Or, are they? By the
looks of it, we are headed for another four-day
forced holiday, 16-20 November, to protest the
fuel price hike. With a work ethic like that, it is
a wonder that this country hasn't completely
disappeared off the face of the earth.

Even at the best of times, official office
time is nine. You saunter in around ten,
nobody even notices because none of the
colleague is there to notice; they come in at
eleven. Just in time for the first round of tea
on the terrace, to reminisce about the Tihar

winnings. Or bitch about local transport: the stinking three-wheelers
that run on kitchen gas, the diesel buses that run on kerosene, the
Bajaj whose meter gallops faster than a four-wheel taxi, a microbus
that is packed like a sardine can, the high-handiness of transport
cartels.

An office is where the Nepali civil servant goes to relax, to get away
from the tedium of housework. It all becomes a hit suspicious when
someone is seen to be actually working these days. Why is he in his
office, poring over files? What's in it for him? Why the motivation. is he
on the take? The only honest civil servants these days may be the
ones out on the terrace having tea. It's better than working for a living.
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BOOK REVIEW

A benign king is preferable to the overhasty adoption of an already corrupted
version of democracy, says the author of a new book on Himalayan kingdoms.

henwiter Joret hen Gegsnvies
borninird g thereverefar
Hnal ayanki rodons: T et
Butan Ny and Skd m Adfram
dildood Geggnhedafasd reti nfar these
nouta rs, afesd reti anrurturedby the
Nyd i arderli eswiotd kedabot hoe, by
sumar hdi daysinCrjedigl add rgat a
thenouta rsd Ny, SKd mend Butan
andby abohood fri encehi pvithRri noe
JigeSme\Vyhika sdud inGlatta
ket Gegsonhestriedtodoin
K ByodtheCaus JorrgsinSarch
d theHird aylenKrosi s dkupvesti gesdf
thsdluefa dl th ngsHd ayenardfi rda
dodthe rusthraghthemthegotki ros
d treHrdaa Rftyyeslae, alytvod
theseki gdons rerain Nypdl and Buten
Tregeoditicd mgt o thereg ai stvo
speporers, IrdaadCing heddditerated
S kd mend Tibet. Gegson, neenvhi | €, hed
turedirtoatrad witer, trdtirgarardtre
verl ded rgpost cardj currel i smiofil | the
peges o pepers beck hone
Kroors Byyadthe G auds i sa 300 pece
sopd Gepissadhfa aoditutiad
nrerds, Syknsreeedasgushythar
sfjets adthedsoathatsd aharsvitse
K s heved sgpeered. Bt tradd g
omtheseki s (evenhi sfanar d assate
wo by noni s Kngd® Butan) andthen
@ mi mgthamomfa inenies, o,
sadesd ffialt astryirgtofirdtheyi.
Bt heretheyae thela Lam Krg
Bredrad Npd, KgdgeSmye
Vshgchlk of Butan, * Rrince Vehgehuk,
trepresat ‘Cogd’ o SKdmad| et
nt lesst, theNstayg Rjadgelrje
Ribx Bsa
Innitady, g ven@egem skedky audes
atrad witer, Krgms ByadtheCauck
bd atstoagared saivjarrdidictrae
| gesintherd f-veyvarl dbetveenseri as
ressrchaday eceintretrad sati nd
the Sy | ndgoerdat . AthaughGegsmi's
nt sskedassed theahas, veredly
calt ssmtoge amyfrantheseptraisirg
peradhiteessayi S svoeqset he r
et hnooart ri sm For exapl e howdoes
cesori i rgKi sraResad Bettara adK g
Bredraas“l add ngli ke Tveed e ivard
Tveed e 22 becasethey aretthdressed
incrasurwel , et adtad gvewsay
edrairsgtirtoNd’ scodtitutiad
nnerdy?Bt it hestobegatedthet some
d Gapaistalsa KrgBredrds
sreaiesaeridydsaved adh sdsip
tiond ther dad asdisaesshitsthenark

TrethreedgtesinK s Byodthe

Caosthet dd ithNgd Wil kereverd ofar
NHi reedasheased theraedimeeit gves

irtothei mer varki s d theRyd Rl aein
Kat hrandly, and perhgs d soi ntothemd o
trerorerchhined f. (Sefad rgpee)
Gegmi sirtriguedant hoakg

Breda vilifieddrirgtheJaraAdd anfar
ved |l dimarest ai gdenoracy, lesrmowvre:
earedtheresmdt o theNyd i pegd e “Kig
Bredahesra natedhnd f asthenod
costituti od narerch,” hewi tes, “. ket
red |y puzz edneves rostorecod | ethe

bei gn ever-aml i gnarerchl hedj Lst nat with

the boggynan d ctedi nsomary accourt s of

thel90RMd uion” Hegress ntosaythet by

tad rgastepbeckfrarirepditicd aem, the
nrerdyisrol agg e drespos Hefar
Nyd'sd sodalytras tintodsmoregy. H
ood wks: “Rrhgsfa theseveryressas, (the
nrerchy) isketter |oed thesystend
nrerdyissodesd yetrechedthe it vadd

tdeafa gedte ytead thentheJanAdd an

totunmet Nyd eeirtorepdicas.”

It isant theJaaAdd anitsd f thet
Gegsmhes soe uoonverti el Vies. H
oo wksthe thescd ed theyai S mves
exayperaed it vesoafinedtokd hnauad
thet theati-nerdi g tund thedoarstra
tiasvesnt gotasasht “‘caduly
adestraed’. Tenhegres antosaythet

ocaparedtonost aher pod & red Ui as, “the

JapAdd anvesapsoe . It viesd nost tao
esyaviday.” Crparedtovre, Joehen
TranamanLere? Therei sred | yronesdto
conpar e Kat hnandu 1990 t 0 Rangoon 1988 o
Bijirng190 B/Nydi sathds thesevere
upeaktedsres daarstraias, vith
upreahtedadsyiodyexd dimgvidame
ItistoKrgBreddsaelt thet hesanthe
witirgatheve | adbentheproessd
arsltaiasthe |edtottetrastiad

gvemat adthersnocagitutin

TretvoJigesinthebod the
Mstag RjaadtheKngd Bitan, seem
tover their comswithuesse Tre
Metay Rjacossarcssasasimie
| keeld eranvioi scoiartad evithhi s
sawsinthek ngdonwthi naki ngdarh.
¥, therearerutiings. Miryfranthe
kU | dzershii | d garearcedfrarthe
Qi neseborcer toLoMrtherg. Hedoesn t
liketherced lt hesropoer tostqit.

GemgestoBuantvicei nseerch
d thed st ehefd aedtegvithadis
trested vell, rodly. Hedesit thedae
pdetoodglyirtothered ressasfa the
Buaeerduwmpeaids adlesKmlge
df thehockvienhei std dthet the
Lt sapes\d utailyl ft Buanatraded
bythefreefodad| adty rgi ntheref uge
capsinJgr Irierdicd dsavasd
Buanwoliketoth rk KrgJdigeishe g
peedbyherdirersinkisfdd adthe the
nrerchhired f isamdzrae vill firdh s
daewatsaredaimn Tekrgrexesthe
red cd Butaresepos ti ondf H aming Nyl
fatheaiss WH isit dot Buaese
dfiddsthe theycanalysayhonwe | ther
oartryisdd rghyputti ngNpd cowf?
Gepmfdlsirtothistran tay adinhis
pasefa ed s ve® D adytarism
s sHytrashes Thed and Ngerkat,
d s gove theernas bt tredd g
hes beenas emil oynart gererati anard
irooetotheNyd i caurtrys ce

Gepng vesahint et vhi chsi de
Hssatinatslievienintheed | aye he
arduks “...incatdndagsd acartry s
bvd gqrat, abai ki i sprferdd eto
theoerhestyadyti nd and reedy
carytedvers ond denocracy.” S now
vekow theatho i sfranthe”S goore
sdhod . Gegpnseastoraedrehi s
honavrk onrecart Npd i Histary, sohe
shad draekmomthet ved dtrythe
“oui ced denacrecy” nocd far Dyears, ad
thet ddit varke ther. Npd scooreti -
dlydetell edrsdte 190ae
sqataredtha r omberdearnedfrestos,
theyhavei reu tedthe N i peod ey
fritteimgamytrecirs Bt it isd otrie
thet nary o therotsd auseverelad
drirngtreRrdaye yeas. Le’ s Hae
deooraryfa themsteas  verdl adsd f-
snirgitidas Wl ess@apmistnyirg
tosaythet denooracyi st goodfar por
owurtries adisnaat alyfa richaesin
BErgevi chhaehedtvocaturiesd
patice

EEEEENEE-SEE =



VIEWPOINT

PRAKASH MAN SINGH
It is a lie that former Kath-
mandu district president of
the Nepali Congress,
Prakash Man Singh, did not
give memberships to
Congress stalwarts as you
claim in ‘NC readies for party
election’ (#14). They have
not been excluded at any
time from active member-
ship. The reason for this
controversy about active
membership has more to do
with the whims and fancies
of the party president who
dissolved the democratically
elected Kathmandu District
Committee and 17 other
district committees on 12
April. He knew that these 18
committees would not
slavishly toe his line at the
10th General Convention.
Ram Prasad Shivakoti
Kathmandu

LABIO-DENTAL

Your “Roman Nepali Phonetic
Guidelines for emails and
chats” (# 11, p.12) is very
confusing and likely to
mislead readers even

more. You establish ‘aa’ as in
paani = ‘water’, and ‘a’ as in
pani = ‘also’, and then go on
to transcribe the Nepali words
for ‘waterfall' and ‘garden’ as
‘chhahar’ and ‘fulbar’.
Secondly, chiso = ‘cold’
should be ‘ciso’, and
chhahara should be
‘chaharaa’. Thirdly, there is
no labio-dental [f] in Nepali,
and ‘fulbar’ should be
‘phulbaari’. Fourthly, the
distinctions you make
between ‘d, dd’ and ‘dh, ddh’
are not phonetically accurate.
The same applies to ‘s, sh,
ssh’. These are normally
represented as ‘d, D (or small
‘d” with dot under), dh, DH (or
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3-9NOVEMBER 2000 NEPALI TIMES 3

‘dh’ with dot under); s, S (or ‘s’
with an acute accent mark)
and s (with dot under).

There is a full list of
internationally accepted
transliteration symbols for the
Devanagari vowels and
consonants used in publica-
tions worldwide. | cannot
reproduce them here as the
email font does not have the
necessary diacritics. You can,
however, refer to Asian and
Himalayan Journals like
Kailash or Contributions to
Nepalese Studies for the
Roman transliteration sym-
bols.

Tej R Kansakar
Department of Linguistics
Tribhuvan University

Dipak Gautam is a bit too

hasty in congratulating you on
your Nepali phonetics (“Thank
Ghew", Letters #14). If ghew is

pronounced like chew, then
we're in trouble because our
favourite dollop of bad choles-
terol will end up being “ghoo”.
The correct spelling may have
to be ghiu.

K Shrestha

Kathmandu
1.6 SYNDROME
Artha Beed has a point in his
Economic Sense (#13) about
Nepal's “1.6 syndrome” vis-a-vis
India. | would say that 1.50
would be a good start to getting
the ratio down. I'm not an
economist, but your columnist
seems to have done his
homework.

D Sharma
Kathmandu

VISA

| read “We wanna go to
America” (#13) with mixed
emotions. Saddened by the
fact that the Nepali men in

America misled so many
Nepali didis and bahinis. But |
also felt that the article was
based on a few bad experi-
ences. | understand the main
concern, but can you
generalise?
Matina
via Internet

After reading “We wanna
go to America” on your internet
edition (#13) | wished you had
tried to balance the story by
getting the US Embassy’s
side. That way some of your
visa-pursuing readers would
also learn what it is the
consular section actually
wants out of them before it
gives them a visa. Let's hope
the situation improves.

Deepak K
Chicago, USA

In “We wanna go to America”
Durga Pokhrel has given a true

picture of what is going on out
there. But she highlighted only
one part. What about Nepalis
living good, decent lives in the
United States? And what is
wrong with working in a
slaughterhouse to afford
school, and living together to
be able to minimise ex-
penses? Can she write
another piece about the
struggle of Nepalis in
America?

Pramesh KC

via Internet

CORRECTION

In Happenings (#14) the
picture showing the prime
minister arriving at the
Millennium Summit and Its
Relevance To Nepal sympo-
sium was organised by the
United Nations Association of
Nepal and not as erroneously
stated in the caption.
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‘Palace-speak’

“l| was left in no doubt that Nepal’s ruling monarch has an agile mind with a strongly
analytical bent,” writes Jonathan Gregson, but because of the palace-speak of the
90s stemming from the king’s new role as constitutional monarch, he “is unable—or
unwilling—to make an unequivocal statement on just about anything”.

dear qinasd Hsom

Tobeg nwithl faudd | thisrather keffling Trewd ecoversati an
hedanAiceinWihderland e ity toit. For just asit seenadthet theking
vas anthepa nt o reachi ngafirmoond wsi an, heved di rtraducetvo
aher prtsd view ad likeAice | vesl et verderi gwii chihd ethe
Wi te Rabbi t hed run dom.

Oitheather hand, | viss | eft innodout thet Ny’ s rui ngnanerch
hesanag lemndwthastrag yad yticd bet-anggrcechvii ch like
thedigtest traced anAwri canaccert, nayve | gobecktothetinehe
spet & Hrvard As hevarked hi s viay around asug ect hi s wd e body
dhiftedfravs cetos d asthoughth svad dfed litaeh saoi ringafresh
viewant onthenatter & had Thel arge squere d asses whi chhed vays
vearsswvd ledlike TVnanitarsthet seenadtofocus upon sone mdooi nt
inthear viierehecod dbest covgtdisehislaest argunart. Inhis
nanneri sns he reminded ne nare of an acadennc t hen a pover-broker. A
yet | ves very nichavarethet far nearl y tvo decades K ng B redrahed
exard sedd csetoasd ueponer over Hstverty ml i onsug edts.

| et cafesstoeqeiadmred dffialtiesinfdlavrgsmed the
king sargunarts. Mybethi sisbecasel amat suffid ertly o dewtted
togpedded!| thesutlenances. @ nayteit i s becausehehes adyted
aremhgaictofit inwthhsneapositiascastituti ad norerch
wthinanal ti-perty denacrecy.

Qed thecardrd rdesd this' pd aoe gk i sthead derced ay
sta et thet mgt kecostruedassandfidd lireonpdicy, simeth's
ood dbetakenasirfring nganthedmai nd thedd y € ect ed govermart .
Adg venhoarecart |y the Rl acevies effecti vl y rumi ngthecaurt ry,
| ocki ng up pr o-denacr acy | eader's and shut ti ng down apposi i on nevepe:
pas itisalyrdud the theauret grerdiond pditid asred s
Hdlysastivetoanthimgthet sradsd rod intervatianinpdicr
naking Theendresut isthet KngBredrais ued e-er unwlling—to
nake anunecui vocd st enant onj ust abaut anvthing For if heveretodo
50 heved dd nogt cartainybeaitid sedfar atimguoostitutiadly.

Tog vesmei deadf howpel ace- spesk hes evd ved duri ng t he 19905,
hereaesmed theking sfama rediestoryqestias.

Q W& vereyar oerid gthagtsa thetined yar caraeti af?

A | haved vays ekavoredtodd debytheaspraias o thepagd e
inthebest inerest advd fared therstion Sred nyprinary
caoarsdurimgthe tineverecorsd i citi rgthesoverd qinteyity
o Nyd adsdfegerd ngthelibarty of ey Nypd i vl e
ahard ngtha r ve fareandbui | d ngthenecessary i neti t Lt ans s0
thet dl Nyd esecad dlivei nj Wsti e pesoe securi ty, hgd nessand
fresdom

Q Sutlythredte youpquedthet Npd ad o theHrd ayanreg in
beooeazored Rece youthirkthecoogt il tesvd i d ty?@
gvntrepdifeaiond nd e vegoosinthereg an isit anica
woseti ne hes novcona?

A Thereisawdecosesis thefact thet theneadto
ingituiodisepeeei seenged e talythnee bfae There
can, o corsg, bed ffereroes of g i ononhowbest togoaoaut
ahieirmit.

Q W& cbyuors d theprind pd beefitsaaferedbythenrerdi cd
seamasquosadtorgalli cena ahe farsd goermat?

A Beyrdimhestoedveapditicd systenvii chishest sited
tonedt itsrequirenarts. InNgd, thenanerchhes d vays
beengui dedby popd & vl | adtherd ai anshi pbetveenthe
norerchy adthepeod eistrad tiod |y besedonnot Lel trust
adoafidaceinecha her.

| cod dgoon, though| doutt aoneveud d be any the wser aoout
wet theKngd Ny act el ythirks nsuchve gty natters. Hs
redies, bathfarma adifara, nored csd yreseti eand arae
knrdd verbd fending, thenai npurposed wi chistoava dnaki gary
statenert thet cod dbej uteducorstituti odl rather thenanatemt
a a‘ful adfrakregoss .

Tret KrgBredradoeshavestrag yhd dviess and | thesei ssues
isoatan Terded nrardy, thedrredtiond thecautry, fad gn
pdicyisses, theimartaved tradtiad altue-d! d thesevere
eqoundedinedesodringthed gieenyearshepresi dedover the
Panchayat systemof govermert. Then cane Jana Andd anandthe
oautry sadgtiond ol ti-perty denacrecy. Sncethentherehes ben
aresoud rgsi | ecefrarthe R ace. Add thaugh thrauhpers stece
adluk | becamethefirst fard gnwiter tobegatedanad ece
wththeki ngunder thenewd spasatian, | caat d @ ntohae
pereraedthepd acg sin-dgthdef eces viose very purposeii s to
siddfrompdicsoruingwe aetheking sred viesmmattersd
pHicinees.

Schsd f-imosadrestran gyiestod! codtituiad nrerds.
Irag retrepldicodayinBitanif QeenHizaethll veretonake
aysaewnt thet dearlyfaoredaepditicd patyos adhe, o
evenseenedtoendorseapdicy aher thenthet aproved by thed ected
govermart o theday. It isdnost uthinkad epred sdybecaseBitan
hes hedacorsti tuti ol norerchy far sol ag Add thouch | ft
uwitten thebesicgaundru esd wet nay o nay nat be sa dhave
beendmsarvedpunctili ol y frarore gererdi antotherext.

Thisisna thecaseinNgd , Werel essthenadecake hes d gsad
sincethenorerchy staoda thevery catred govermeart. Trug, the
1901 costituti onredfinestheking srd evithsoneredi s on Bt
therehes at beensuffid et tinefar itsprovi s astobeooe acogted
narms, nor far their doservacetobetakenfa grated Adsoearess
remanrahe [oosdydenarcated For instace, Wilel vesvetingin
Kathnandutoseethe ki ngacotroversy arose over wether thethree
royd aopa ntesstothe Uper Huse cod dvateasthey deenedfit, o
et her t hey shoul d d vays suppart thed ect ed gover mart. Sne
neniers o thengjarity Npd @ngress Rrty vert sofar astoaoouse
theRd aced adti mguoagtituti adl |y becasetheroyd gopa rtess
vaedag ret thar perty.

Aresidea susd ¢ onrenai rs betveenthe Rl aceandthenain
pditicd paties Srstivitiesaesuchthe enthedidies issemgt
sukdf aoasaiasthe theki nghes exosstdhiscas tutiad rde
Wi chiswythekingdoes nat nornal [y ta ktothened a andwen
hedssiscaefu tostex dear of aycatatiasissies. ¢

(Excer pt ed fromK ngdons Beyond t he G ouds: Journeys in
Sear ch of the H nal ayan Kings, Mcnill | an, London, 2000,
£14.99. Avail abl e at Mindal a Book Roint, Kantipath.)
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T Voyears agoanew
kat hnaduhatd i ssued
duestord R 1D
milian Bthetirethepticisse
hedd csadit hedregestsfa R0
milinverthd sheres. Toacoomo
cetetherwsh Taragpon Rgay
Htd sLintedreta ned 0 peroat
nreserdd drsthenit hediritidly
dardd

The scranl efor sheres vas
re-enectedthi s year ienQientd
Hite sLtd(wichowsthe
Rad ssonproperty i n Lazi npet )
vert pud i ¢ three nont hs ago.
Qiend vatedtora se R 125
mllin Therevesarwshtosusi ke
adby theendnare t hen 94, 000 hed
request edsheres. Toacoomackte
thehi hdenad, Qi etd ves
dloxdtorad nperoat nare
noreythenviet vesintidly
amouoad

Bt thereisagaimggapd
aartirgadfiradd pdes ads

wo questi onthe nethodi nvin ch
trepdicissed tre@iatd dues
ves herd ecHrti cd al ythe
irop eefiradd irfamdi onthet
re rtedafd sefd dureant thetre
daed thehs resvisavisits
atsad gl s Surcessd ae
regd aasadthrecapayfa
prodd rgedsgetei rfarnati antothe
plichuimgtrederes
“Trefired d i rfareti ninthe
progedusisimop e e
prdfess ad acoaurtatsfindit
dfficdt toassessthei nvestrart,”
afiredd adyd tddws
Afirgitvesaly
Kahnandi sd ose-kiit drd ed
dataedaoutats, firmod
ad yat sad st ak e ersviobecane
agidasdte utarysriaitiesin
theserei ssesd ththeHat ad
Rd ssmvererdti ot
« Bthhtdshdhredthe
sefiradd cosltat, an
Ind enderteredaooaurtat, to
pewmethefiradd adydsin

Buyers beware

Two recent share
offers by hotels in
Kathmandu showed
how desperate
Nepalis are to
invest. But however
enticing, not all
public issues of
shares are as
straightforward as
they are made out
to be. We advise
buyers to beware.

tha r prospedt us, Vi chves roeen sd landandded quart &
sedyadimopee Ceteti| vesvd Leda R 20

» Ithhtdshiredthesagisae milia). Intheadsaced
ranege adtherevesas ml a deataedeay nexrstove Lete

ifanati anflovetternere
resd oer-sUsxipgiond deres
fauditsvaytothenad avithin
thefirg veekd theisse ad
o emtudlyhhad sraregedto
reannrecgitd thenviet they
vertedtora e
Ate Qientd amoucadits
pdicisse aedet inesta
evenw ot e dow hi s concer ns and
oroechedthe Surities
Exchange Board (S8B wth
questi ons. The unnaned
g icat vesvarriedthet there
vesaddiberaeatenmt tocoser
Wthered faced thelusi ness.
Tre gpd i cant hed questi oned the
vd leti nd assts, ird wd ngthe
R 10l linverthd seres
dlcaedtotheomersfa aprqurty
Wi chgatsml essthen14rquarn s
d land (i ncaperi s Hett’ s 190

lad v Leti nhesd veys rend red
ocatrosrsid, eged dlyvenit
hestenwsadasad laerd far
berk | cars.

Qher cavearsrd @eto
irecqetefirendd dsdesuesin
the prospectus. “Innany
coutriesth sveu dhave
inned atd ytriggeredathoraugh
investi geti anbef arethei ssueves
grosd” adeteredacoautat
tddws “Bt inNd vehaethi s
| adeti s cd yoNgd hodttituck”

Bt SrepHdicnareyis
i ved thepldichesarigt to
ful firedd dsd e It hes
nowener ged that eventhe
regl &a, theSouriti sadBdee
Bard(9B vesnt i fiedwvitha
rdiceintheNydi cily, Katipr, d
19ddy, adit pramptlyased
Qiatd toarret tredsdcaure Tre

had coplied bt gt avey by
tad rgtheusd sepd pdigirg
thecorredt edvers ani nareveepe
wtharchl o drad aian N
Sredwufera Rigatid deeluas
wWoreedal ykati pur veetherdfae
uevered thearredin

Faur ke, I7firedd
conpani es, adthei ssue naneger,
NDCGpita Mrkets, seemto
have been unconcer ned or
deci dedtol ook the ot her vay
rather thenquesti onwet
prafessiad acocountant s nowvsay
verehd esinthed sd caread
acoautimgstaenartsnackpdic
Ifaetheisse Frirdam the
poped usfa buyerscaevitha
d acessdt fa ayer, vithat the
pdit adlesdelles 1t heda
ke aeshett far 198 Psoiwma
pditd BL5m i bt vithot
apdit-lesgdeaat fa tresae

V8
Vi have ot ai ned a copy of
thehatd’ sad tedaccourtsfar
thesaneyear andthe
acconperyi ng profi t-1 oss accourt
schedd e, shovng RS L. X4 nil lion
aspdit. Bi it doesnat shovay
dlocaionnadefar enpl oyee
bows, asrequredbylaw | nsteed
thereisd soamtethd sas:
“Sncethehotd hescoeinto
trid qeraionaly, poisasfa
bonus and staf f housi ng have nat
Rietid inestasradyhae
tinetoporethrough conpl i cat ed
financid docunerts, and anyvay
nast woul dn' t under stand t hem
evenif theydd Thet isviythey
rdyadtrust theregd a@astod
the r honevark i nvettinga
prospectus. Byl awand d so 3B
dredtives, theisseraey is
expect edt o check the books of the
caparyitissdling InNpd ,
becasethegeerd pldiciseven
roeillitergednt firedd
ddents therded regldas
becones sonuchnarei npart art.
Bt inthecesed the@iatd isag
rdthe thereglda o theisse
raey seastohaefufilledthdar
rde The SBayrovedthe prospec

tws Wi chhigligtsanitsfrat coe
an“gedimgprdit”, anaooautirg
terrd aythe tdlslittlednt
atu pditdility. Tei sseraes,
NOCGyitd Mrkets, vert ahead
wththeissie W theysod dhae
ird sedmvesd sd ared “re
pditdlity’.

Qiatd wdal agrd einthe
@rpary A, vhi chdoss nat spedi fy
wet ki ndd prdit figressod die
ddsad Afiredd cosltat vio
fessud edthe@iatd issetddus
“Ayhad cantaeangerding
pditif yudrit depoisasfa
ineest addgred ai artetvo
r4 a astsintreirdary. If the
had hedi ndedrackapdit it
shad draed sope dbousto
e oes”

Qher dayersinaypldic
issleareuderwiterswoare
padafeefa garated g
purchese of sheres nat takenhby
thepdic. Qietd advertised
thet itsudarwitershed
“imeesurad etrust” inthe
htd’sdwes It isudea wo
regd aesthe underwi ters because
they functi on under the Nyl
RestraBak Gingbythetrend,
uderwitersinNgd rard y have
tovarry about actud |y havingto
buy sheres they vouchfor. They
knowd | toovd | thet inacourtry
wereinterest earned onsavi ngs
hes renai ned | over thentherate
o inflaion thepdicved dmt
vestetinestudyi ngtheprg ect
befarerwshimgtolireypfa the
daes

@nmer ci a banks have the
cgedtytosoruin seprgetshu
af ntheyhavetha r omsarey
rdes. Fr mylaks, pdicissed
duesd lordalirepgedstovich
theyhael et nareyrearsthereisa
better darced ppynart o
igdmtsatteineet ad
pirdm. Infat, theled rgtenad
ray berksinNpd aresogiff thet
et boroers ird W rgfivesta
hadsaefaodtocdalt. Te is
vientheyra sepdd i cnangythrauch
i SUes, adthe i svhy berkskep
num

FEEDBACK

Paradise? Lost? by Dubby Bhagat in the Village Voice
column in this space last week has provoked a
discussion on the quality of change. We reprint some of

the feedback below. -Ed.

| reedwthnochinterest Qidy Beegat’ s thought -provad ngstary
“Rrad se?Lost ?" about aninterrati el devel gqonert rgect ing .

Be astudyillwstraesthe sametines, devd gant—+tradoad fram
aoveadwthot cosutaionwthlocd peod e-eanessily have
unineddadevend sastras cosaaoss. Gltud sastivityregires
aetosta, topase, adtolistentothekrowedpadrneas o pegd e
Bi thereisaday ingrerdis gtoofa toofad, adin
roatid sing“parad s rifewthposerty, nd nuriti nadsuffering W
nost ot farget thet afreshve | vii chrdl i eves vanenframd ki nghours
echdyfa veter, can epd dlyinlesssoaicquds, trasfanthar lives
adtheed thar famlies Feshvat e cnrestared gityadjoytolife
adhd pprevet dhydaion darheaadd seese
Devel oonent can sonet i nes harmt he very envi roment it vs i ntenced
topraedt, bu that doessnat reend | devd qonert i scageras. W |y
lack o devd gart i sfar norecargerasstothepoor.
Shashi Thar oor
Drector of Gonmoni cations and Secial Rg ects
Oficeof the Scretary-Grera of the Lhited Nati ons, New
York

Dby Begt'spee “Rrad s&?lest 7' isinteresting thoughl dodit ayee
vithit a dl. Rgt franthetitlecom thereisapesypstiontte itis
songhondd i getary anthepart o therurd poor tokesptheir eviran
nartsrusti candundevd gued sothet therest of uscanhavear qaint axd
pduege‘palss’. It tadlyigoesthepomnfat thet thet thelife
d “therd esavag i sresty, bruti shadshort. Th sggrcechpd i ses
s dyinodassss. § woarepresunald y snart emoughtohard ethe
berefits o besi ctedrd ogy suchas i pedvater add ectricity ad THEV
wWoaend. | thrkthisisavrydaggastreptofd! intg patiadaly
vienyauturntd evision(ad ssemrdar of i farnati an, whi chisindeedthe
carnastaed kodedg) ssaed thevllars.

Treatidesdrtstood csefa cofat totheatituked theugpe

dassssadthed ergythrogat hstaywoudarstodalytoove | thet
kodedei s poer adwsedit tosygressetirepopd aiasthrah
questi el enears likethe Jerishimui sition A thetinevien
@ dsmthves | amartighi s“Bsarted V| lagg adl oghefaretha tao,
rud fdkinBrgeveegtigd sadatedwththar livesd | adkad
flodki gtoliveingyd lingtomd us. Treyveretryi ngtoget argyfram
wet theyprcd vedasthegede el o wet veraaticdlycdl a
pestard life but vin chves bedk-lreski ng y herdverk | i rkedtothe
h deodl y ursani tary cad ti as wi chcaused amudl g demes likethe
Back Bt htoragethraugh Erope
Itisinpotat ot toraatid sethetaridelivesar rud por led
Te“era” inbahyor saiesvesat thet o tednd ayy, it ves o
tedrd agy ba ghestoned as a“g ft” framagen e (adved | knoat het
emysuchgft heslcasd sringsataded), irstesdd be rguder stood
aded vedbytherud peqd ethesd ves. Fo thel ater tohgyen a
susta rededlcati ondl canpel gnnesds tobe undertaken, perti cu arl y a ned
a voneninorder toenpover them andhere TVeanbeaprinary
teedirgad
Theideacannever betokesppead einthe Nidd e Ages wi | e ve vax
ladrynosedbat “Rarad selost”, but tobrimgthenfarvardirntotheligt
o thenaewday dawi ngsothet they cangai nthebenefitswthout endring
thestinsd thedod e d adedswrdd tedhrd ayy. If thisisnat dog itis
sreemtheBd ass, becaseveaeperpet LA ngargress vesteredtype
W deserveroRrad se
Bunny Qurai ya
New Del hi

Dy B’ scati aerytd esaut theconseqeoes o ureletive
alpti ondf newsystens andi dess rovi des aninteresti ngoauterve gt to
myvi evs. Gargecutsbathvays. Bi beieversinthesystemdf denacracy
takeas anitemd faththet gooddrivesaut bed \Werethe peod ehavethe
rigt tocoose keit anorgi dees, gooos, partiesa pditicd systers, they
wll, inting eduypdos gve . Tobdieedharwsere| et sadssp
pessi msmebout the hunan cond ti on

Thecatchis“inting’. Bevel gnent and freedomdon t cone over-
ngt. Moy Nypd i seqectedimed aegaificaionyntheadet o
daorecy. Nwthey areredisingthet Nypd isalya thebeg mimgd a

lag herdreed adthe redisaion
aatrilbitestothepredlingsar
ginonontheSaed the
K ngdom

Bt thet |ag herdrcedwil
ledintherigt dregianif the

peyd eareedcaed, infaned ad
freetocdoosetha r | eeders-ad
thar veter pups.
John Ghil d
Kat hmandu

Isit sodtinssteter toj et | &
thnglie sstheyyaewds
turbed-wilevepased the
inglicaiasd wet veareaou
tods®?

Thisi s by noneans anessy
duce Rileghicdly, theGta
tdIsusthe therarethi rgs gqpeer

tochagethenorecastat theyae Bi inthered verl ddf devel gonart
ecoomes, thelimteddd ceisred lyaed cadhingupwiththeJoes .
Tredterrativeisoatinueddgrivation Mryved dargethet
kowrghoathedoes' liveisinfad adessngind sgiise Ufatuedy,
tdeid mdrieswsthislwury. Thergd ddrinkeged d dd specethrah
the comoni cati onrevd wi onhes ensuredthet d | of us knowbet good
livingisdl about. Mieridismanddenandfar nore and nare hes becone
theade d thedsy. Gargei s seenasba g synoymaus wihlivinglike
tredoes adths adte life
Ald o theddadthetradtiad wil becoeedind |ikethedhesah
adthedoch Tdevis mnesurestha d ddisati oncanmat behd dbeck
becase drapi stheessaced |ifeadesayoevatsa' btte’ life Mre
norey, ki oo howses, ad dtyadu oars.
Dtdl us: canvehavecragei f venost but d aogwthoatinity. O
aetheyimapeid e?
Amt Dasgupta
Kat hmandu
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Tret thirki ngi srefl ededonpece
24d the@hamd reut o the
Beest Brklid aed thed dt
berksinthecorsartiurthet put wp
R70ml i n(asreurtedinthe
proseds) inoQ@iatd. TeBrk
rertedani ooed R6.37mllim
framthehtd ssineest enthoch
the pynart hednat beennacke 1t
adthet theinterest i ooeves
sombecasethehdd hedg venits
verdinwitingthe thenaneyved d
ke ddte thedered | adiasvere
nack

Thepresat stawsd the
| cars renai s und ear, and goart
fromoverdei nerest paynarts,
the prospectus does nat tel | how
nuch of the B 770 il 1 onl cans
iscatdisadineres (vichis
inerest thet ismergedwththe
princ pd andvii chird catesthet
aconary i snat neetinginterest
paynent conmt nents). Qily the
adtasd thehad adits
firedid cosutatsnaybedde

toeganthesehglytedricd
accourti ng questi as. Bit
soneonew || have toask themon
bedf o theinestas,
Bytheend of theveek of 25
Juy, wenQietd Hids
genedthepddicissle thepress
vesd ready reportinglreatH esdy
onhowi t hed been over s
scri bed nany ti nes over. Qly
thosethet verecoutingthe
chage-+nthi s casethei ssle
nanager—eoul d have had t hat
infonation Y&, theirfornation
farditswaytothened a
Gespiteawittendrectivefran
the IBagai st thet, adthe
i ssue nanager, NDCGpital M
akes, aditsproidmgthepress
wthtetaiveestintesd the
caatd suoscribed“inthe rene of
transperany’.
OQeexlyrevsreport sad
75,00 g i cats hed requested
sheresvarth R 830 nil | on
Vard of the over-subscripti on

soon spread and nany who
renai ned undeci dedj o nedthe
bendnegon. Bythetinetheissue
dosad therevereatad o
9%, TBinvestarsvereready to
inest BRY2mllioninQietd.
Thehate thenvent backtothe
regd a o sedd ngpermssi anto
retan10percet o theover-
subscri pti on-w th a reconmen
deti onfromthei ssue naneger .
Trereg a o refusedtad
retetion b it dddlow
Qientd tokegpanaditiod 20
peroat.

Nowthehatel isricher by R
150mllionincash but an
i ncressei nsherend der nunber's
nearsthe fuureprditswll now
haetobed stributedtoal arger
pod of shered ders. Thehatd
dsoddnat part ot inthe
prospectusthet it cod dexerdise
thegptiontoreta nnore noney
by acconmadat i ng nar e share-
M drs

Anatice onthe newd | oca
ti ons vas pubd i shed i n Nyl
Snachar pet raon 13 @t ober.
Trenaticedetal sthenewcapi td
struct ure and changes naceinthe
conposi ti ondf the board of
drectarstotakeinoaccout the
renchanges. Bt dl o thet
heppered only e ter the 94, 000
peod ehed g i edfor the sheres.

Vi asked Danber Chungel ,
chai rnanof B what vas goi ng
onadhetdduwstha hisdfice
hednaced | fartstosfegerd
sherehd der interest. Heqressed
hd d essesssaig there svery
littlearegd aor candovhenso
rayfiredd irgtituias,
ind wl ngberksthet invest in
prgects, screenand evenunte -
witetheissues. “WEfdt the
di scl osure vs i nedequet e sove

askedit tonake noreinforna
tionadldle” Dund sad
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“Sfa sssrutinsg
accoutsi s concerned, veare
farcadtordy onassessnart s
nadke by benks and ot her financid
institutions.” Véverkedonthe
Qietd issefa aout ayer,
Sresthasays, add ng, dthaugh
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thisistrie 4

soaltee ad

PAC gets back to work

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The new chief of police, Pradeep Sumsher Rana, has admitted to
the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) that his organisation had
made a “mistake” in an agreement with the Indian Oil Company
(I0C) for the exclusive supply of branded lubricants to the police
force. The products are sold through a gas station (standing
beside the main entrance to the police headquarters and which
was constructed by the 10C as part of the agreement) managed
by the Police Welfare Fund (PWF), a charity for former policemen.

The PAC had summoned the police chief to answer questions
related to the agreement that is valid for 15 years. Members of the
PAC subcommittee looking into the deal—MPs Prakash Chandra
Lohani (RPP), NP Saud (NC) and Krishna Lal Maharjan (UML)—
say that the PWF has already begun implementing the agree-
ment, which gives the IOC the right to accept or reject any
amendment. According to them, the I0C, which is both a party to
the agreement and the final arbiter in the case of any dispute, may
not be amenable to any changes suggested retroactively by the
PWF. They also pointed out another faulty clause in the agree-
ment which lays out that the Nepal Police and the PWF would pay
for the supplies.

The police has been maintaining that the PWF is an
organisation independent of the police. But PAC members differ
arguing that its office bearers are ex-officio high-ranking police
officials, instead of being elected under a separate constitution as
is the case with NGOs.

MPs still after RNAC

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The PAC, which is also investigating a recent lease agreement
between the Royal Nepal Airlines Corporation (RNAC) and
Austria’'s Lauda Air, has decided to summon the Minister for
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation to a hearing next week.

Executive Chairman of RNAC Hari Bhakta Shrestha and
several high officials of the ministry took to the stand to explain the
leasing process done through a quotation and negotiations
rather than open bidding. Royal Nepal has agreed to lease a 12-
year-old aircraft from the charter airline. The officials told the
committee that the council of ministers had approved the decision
and that RNAC had already sent $1 million to Lauda Air to lock the
deal. Shrestha added that RNAC had gone for direct negotiations
after failing to lease aircraft through open bidding, which has
always been controversial. PAC will continue the hearing next
week.

Nepali Congress still at it

The truce brokered between the warring sides in the ruling
Congress Party has begun to unravel. The two factions are back
with what has become their favourite pastime: accusations and
counter-accusations. Now it is the election committee formed to
hold party polls at the next convention. A dissenting minority in the
committee suspect that the membership lists prepared by the
party could be faulty and has begun asking that the list be
scrutinised by the committee before sending it to the districts.
Defeated by majority vote in the committee, which said that that
was beyond their authority, two members representing the
Bhattarai camp, Bimalendra Nidhi and Gyanendra Bahadur Karki,
went to the press.

Adding fuel to the fire came the resignation of Hari Nath
Bastola a member of the active membership investigation
committee. Bastola accused the committee of not following the
decisions of the central working committee (CWC) and the
existing rules while preparing the membership list. The list
comprises of over 105,000 NC members who will elect delegates
to the 10th party Convention to be held in February in Pokhara.

On 1 November four prominent dissidents, Sher Bahadur
Deuba, Chiranjivi Wagle, Khum Bahadur Khadka and Bijay
Gachhedar, took up the case of Nidhi, Karki and Bastola to
castigate the Koirala camp for not abiding by the CWC's decision,
and called on their supporters to rally against the “impending
division of the party”.

Chandra and Jivan

Chandra Kumar Rai and Jivan Thapa, two Nepalis serving life-
sentences at Bangkwang Central Prison in Thailand, continue to
languish in jail denied of the basic facilities allowed to foreigners
in Thai prisons. The two were convicted about eight years ago on
charges of drug trafficking, for which they have pleaded not guilty
(see Nepali Times # 9, 13-19 September).

Their request for just treatment and application for royal
pardons and transfer to Nepal has fallen on deaf ears in both
Nepal and Thailand. “We are denied the right to choose whether
we want to work instead we are forced into labour. We are not
even given the rations that foreigners are entitled to,” wrote Jivan
Thapa in a letter posted to Nepali Times with the help of prison
volunteers.

We also received copies of handwritten letters the two have
sent to people of rank in Nepal. These include Foreign Minister
Chakra Prasad Bastola, Permanent Representative of Nepal at
the United Nations, Murari Raj Sharma, and the general secretary
of the main opposition CPN(UML), Madhav Kumar Nepal (all
three applications are dated 5 October 2000). They have also
sought help from two Nepali human rights organisations, but they
have received no response so far.
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Nation in favour of Maoist proposal
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smeprivaepgasd eetothefesd s
govermant have beenspread ngthe
runau thet it vesalydter the
govermant deci dedtonati |isethearny
thet theMa stsagyesdtoad d oge They
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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p e acatdnsdiond thefesd &
@uesgill thrksitisacosdray.
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Dinesh Sharma is alive
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HEMLATA RAI

T hegoverman’ srecat ded sianto
wthhd dreg strati ond new
pessae wWid esfa the

Kat hnandu core ci ty area nay have nade
eniramartd ativistshgyy, ad
dstubedgeaas, nnfaduesad
adocaesd dedricvaides, it it redns
tobesenhonit wil afect thetrangat
stwiainthecgitd.

Treded sionfd | oned a gover mart
taskfarcereport thet therunher o notar
widesdyiminthecgitd hesdready
orossadthebeari ngcged ty o therceds
here Anardrgtothereaat, if dl the
28 Dweid esrgj Seredinthevd | ey
veretocone ot ontheve l ey’ s 740 kot
nat orakd erceds, kKathnandli strafficveu d
coetoastadstill. Thereuort recan
nerds t het no newpessenger vehid es ke
reg seredurtil Kahadi strafic

naregenert i s casi derald y i oroved

Tempos on the run

“Vewll soonfarmdl aeapdicytha
wil dlovayeniramartdlyfriedy
vehi destopyinkahandy, ved so
reconnend devel gnert of anmasstransit
systan” saysDrecta Gerd o the
Cepartnent of Transport Minagenent,
KishraMrari Serna, wovesd soa
nener o thetaskfarce

Thsismt thefirg tinethe “envirat
nart-friend yvaid es’ ada“resstramsit
systertt have been advocat ed for
Kat hnand. Back i n 1996, the Niti ol
H anmni ng @nmssi on (NRQ had nade t he
saesugestion Trefd lovrgyears saw
thegovermant offer import taxauts ad
\AT (v Leadtkdtay) rdi e toetrgre
rerswovatedtogerate non-d esd
adrmnpard vides. A thesamting
rather thenfa | owt he NRCreconence:
tionthet anasstrasit systarteded -
qed thedfidd pdicyeoaragdsl|
wideslikel avecaed ty moro buses ad

d ectricad LRyl quefi ed pet rd eunges)
threevied s (temos).

The nuniter of conmotersin
Kat hnandu hes beenrri si ng by anesti nat ed
7.2 percat every year, andan unchecked
inflwd alagerue d sal caedty
vehidesoad dl edtornaretrafi cheed
aches. That ves ane reasonwy the N.C
hed supestedthegraddl presi ngad o
Six-segter temos (Wi ch in1991, naceup
nrethenhd f o the12 3B |y sarvice
tripsinthevd | ey) wi chved dadropthe
trafficwvd by S3peroat. Resatly, 12-
sedter d ectri cand LRGtempos ad
mordoses havered acadnost o thesi x
sdas i thar éfet onpldi ctrasoot
hesdt beenstud ed

The 1996 N-Crepart statedt het
effid et trasport nanegenant vesthe
sduimtothedty strdficpddem. Its
‘aignotirgial srveyd tdd trips
nace by pd i ctramspart onvari assrates

“The government should treat us differently because we are
environmentally friendly and we do not depend on fossil fuels
that are a drain on the national coffer. Instead the government
earns Rs 30 million annually from us,” Devi Prasad Limbu.

shovedthet trafficod ay cassed by bed
nanegenent ranged from2l hours to 299
horsper cy. I roressi ptheeffid ey o
trefficflonby Bperoat cad dhae
accomackt ed the amnud groth of
conmot ers upto 2000wt hout any
dgificat inreseinthe2l Bwides
reg Seredtill thet yer.

Biththe NCadthetaskf arcereports
stressthenedtoecoragenare’ d ear
waides, b astheidaistodad gpanass
trasit sgemthelatey-qeraadthres
wed esaent evencasi dered “Wae
cqedd edf nanufact uri ngfour-vied ed l arge
cqedtydatricwidesd 2 25
cqedty,” da s Aok Rndey, garerd
nareger of Nypdl Bectric\&idelndstry
(NBM). “Bi first thegovermernt hesto
oaepwthafaoradepdicy.”

Ude presat rd es, alynanfaturers
o dectrictemos (popd al ykomas sdfa
temos) areprovi dedtax cus aninported
perts. Bt theysaythet thegovermant’s
pdicyd vaving\Afar dectricadlFG
tempoi nportsi s hanperi ngthe Nepdl i
tayoi rdary. Resatly, thareaefive
dedtrictemponanfaturersinthecautry
andthey produce two t enos per day onan
averae. Bt sincethey depend on\AT
peyad ei portedpertslikedess sad
ketteries, theycormt haetheprice
aatapom thed edtrica gestemos,

wichareinportedwthaly 1 percert
inport tax, but donot pay VAT. The
temo comen es have g i ed far 1 caroes
toranfactredess sesinthecautry, but
have sofar beendeni edpermissi nanthe
gaudsthe thegovermearnt ladspdides.

Sfatepeatrgraershaed so
somw! | ingesstoredeetha r raesare
thegoverman ayesstoprovi desus d es
mtheprdesed teteaiesadin
datridtytaiff. TeCenlooative
Etrgrears Fedrationd Npd (CHEHN
recatlyarmouoadaadt ind edricteyo
faessmsaerates, adhespransad
redti osanather rates s’

“The gover mert shou dtregt us
dffeetlybcaseveaeeniraratdly
friedyadvedonat dgeedonfoss| fuds
thet aeadantreraiad affe.

I et eed the govermant earns B30l i on
amud lyframs,” says Bavi Rrasad Li ntwy,
QHENpresidat. Hesadtha for a
outrythe isgirgtoseeand edridty
sud wshythessoodhd f of ned year,
deadricwidesaethreal yasmr todty
tragaot.

Al thegererd piccndoisvet ad
seewet ki ndd pd i oy the govermernt
cones Lpwihwvienthe govermert fird |y
Qs rewreg strai as, ad nare
impatatly, if it rAkespddictraspat ay
tetter. ¢

HERE AND THERE
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Time for sale

There are quite simply too many demands
made on our limited time in this cyber-
driven, obsessive web-based world we

live in. No time for reflection,
contemplation, medication, vegetation or

an afternoon nap.
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New insurance companies

Competition is brewing up for the Rastriya Beema Sansthan and the National Life and
General Insurance Company, the two companies that have so far monopolised the life
insurance market in Nepal. The Insurance Board has received applications from four
organisations seeking permission to set up life insurance companies. These four are
besides the American Life Insurance Company (ALICO), which has already been given
the go-ahead to open a Nepal branch. (Its entry has, however, been delayed due to a case
filed by a group of Nepali lawyers with the Supreme Court arguing that ALICO is not a
Nepali company.)

The four new applicants are Nepal Life Insurance Company Ltd, Laxmi Life Insurance
Company Ltd, Kantipur Life Insurance Company Ltd and Global Life Insurance Company
Ltd. Among them, Nepal Life Insurance has already been approved for licensing.

Nepal's insurance market is growing by about Rs 40-50 million annually, says Laba
Raj Sharma, chairman of the Insurance Board. A study conducted by the Board shows
that there is room for five more companies to join the life insurance business apart from
the two already operating. Nepal has an eligible but uninsured population of about 11.7
million people, of whom less than two percent of the eligible population is insured.

Tourist arrivals down by 12 percent

Overall tourist arrivals by air declined by 12.7 percent in the first nine months of this year
compared to the corresponding period in 1999. According to the Nepal Tourism Board,
the number of tourists flying into the country till the end of September was 250,957, while
it was 287,768 last year. The decrease came about largely due to Indian tourists who
stayed away in large numbers in the aftermath of the December 1999 hijacking of an
Indian Airlines flight from Kathmandu. But present trends are encouraging. After slumping
by 54 percent in January, Indian tourist arrivals increased by almost by almost 38 percent-
age points in June, when Indian Airlines began flying to Nepal again. The largest number
of Indians (14,902) came in June, though this figure was much higher in June 1999.
Meanwhile, there has been a steady improvement in the number of tourists from coun-
tries other than India, though the figures for September are still about seven percent less
than the numbers last year.

Toyoda in Nepal

Shoichiro Toyoda, a confirmed Nepalophile and the honorary chairman of Japan’'s Toyota
Motor Corporation, arrived in Kathmandu Wednesday for a three-day visit during which he
is expected to visit some of Nepal's best-known tourism destinations.

Toyoda, who flew into Kathmandu in a private jet, will be visiting Pokhara and Lumbini
in addition to stops at Tukuche and Ghandruk on the Annapurna circuit, and a brief stop at
Langtang. Toyoda is also scheduled to meet Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala.
Toyoda, who had joined the Toyota Motor Company in 1952, became its chairman in
1992. He has been the company’s honorary chairman since June 1999. He is also
president of the Vehicle Road and Traffic Intelligence Society, Chairman of the Fiscal
System Council (of the Finance Ministry) and Chairman of Japan’s Economic Council the
Economic Planning Agency, among others. Toyoda flew in from Hamburg in his private jet
and is flying back to Italy, spending an estimated Rs 8 million during his stopover in
Nepal. Toyota's net worth is $ 45 billion and its research and development budget alone
is equivalent to 60 years of Nepal's budget. There are said to be 60 Japanese and Asian
business leaders in Kathmandu this week to meet Toyoda while he is here.

Dragon Air resumes flights

Hong Kong's Dragon Air resumed flights to Kathmandu on 29 October eight years after it
had stopped flying the route. Initially the airline will fly twice weekly—on Sunday and
Thursday—between Hong Kong and Kathmandu. Dragon Air, which flies an Airbus 320 to
Nepal, comes just in time to make the best of the peak tourist season.

RNAC to Bangalore

Nepal’'s flag carrier began flying to Bangalore, an emerging pilgrimage destination for
Nepalis headed for a darshan of Sai Baba at his two ashrams of Whitefield and Prashanti
Nilayam. Royal Nepal Airlines is to fly twice weekly to the south Indian city which is also
India’s leader in multimedia and information technology. Besides, Bangalore, Royal
Nepal has regular flights to New Delhi, Calcutta and Mumbai in India. A roundtrip-ticket for
the roughly two-and-a-half hour flight costs Rs 16,800.

Hem Bahadur Malla, the man responsible for
single-handedly improving the 1Q of millions
of Nepali children by managing salt-iodisation
and distribution in Nepal died of cardiac
arrest at a New Delhi hospital on 28 October.
Over the past 20 years, iodisation of salt
distributed in Nepal has reduced endemic
goitre, cretinism and other disabilities related
to the shortage of this micro-nutrient. Malla

L was president of Salt Trading Corporation
(STC) which supplied salt under the Goitre Prevention Project. It was
Malla’s single-minded energy that helped make the distribution effective,
one reason why iodised salt is available today all over the country. The STC
now has six iodisation plants where the iodine content in salt is checked
and augmented, where needed, before supplying it to the market and the
goitre-prone districts.

Malla, 62, was STC's the first general manager, and later went on to be
the CEO and finally the president. In his 24 years at the corporation, Malla
also pioneered the establishment of Nepal's first modern factories
producing flour and banaspati ghew (hydrogenated vegetable oil), and the
Gorakhkali rubber tyre factory in Gorkha.

The craft of graft
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Grindlays Gazette

INTEREST RATE UPDATE CURRENCY UPDATE
NEPALI RUPEE ~ CURRENT% PREVIOUS% AG/USD CURRENT *  WK/AGO  %CHG
Call Money Avg. ~ 5.25 5.10 OlL(Barrel ) 32.70 33.38 -2.08
84 Days tbil 5.00 5.10 GOLD(Ounce) 27280 27675  -1.43
91 Daystbil 521 532 GOLD (NPR¥) 7150 7150 +0.00
365 Days t/hill 6.18 6.16
EUR 0.8675 0.9004 - 3.65
Repo rate 5.80 5.80
GBP 1.4190 1.4619 -2.93
Market is excessively liquid and it is expected that the JPY 106.23 10585 +0.36
average rate of 91 day T/bill will come under severe
pressure due to aggressive bidding by government banks. | CHF 1.7804 1.7240  +3.27
Maturity of T. Bills bought by banks in the secondary market
will also put additional pressure on the rate. Expected range | AUD 0.5575  0.5763  -3.26
for coming weeks 5.0 to 5.25. INR 45 59 4571 - 0.6
FOREIGN CURRENCY - Interest rates *Currency bid prices at 12.45 p.m. on 11/9 - Source Reuters

USD EUR GBP JPY CHF

LENDING  9.50

6.25 6.00 1.50 5.25

LIBOR (1M) 6.62

470 6.07 0.40 3.35

) the single currency's prospect amid conflicting comments

BANK RATES(DEPO/LENDING) Mkt HilLoMkt Avg [ from ECB officials. The British pound tumbled to seven-year

lows from the effect of the Euro's steep decline, along with
SIANPR 60135 530 expectation that U.K. interest rates had topped out. The dollar
FID1YR 7.516.0 6.81 stabilized against the Yen after falling initially on news that

Japan's April-June gross domestic product grew 1.0 pct from
OVERDRAFT 155/12.5 13.54 previous quarter, slightly exceeding expectations for 0.7 pct
TERM LOAN 14.5/13.0 13.49 growth.
IMPORT LN 13.0110.5 11.52 INDIAN RUPEE OUTLOOK : The Indian rupee traded firm last

week as market sentiment on rupee is slightly positive
EXPORT LN 130100 1096 following the OPEC decision and bunched dollar inflows. The
MISC LOAN 17.5/13.5 15.13 rupee is now a little over one percent higher than its lifetime

Oil : OPEC ministers on Sunday agreed to raise oil supply
by 800,000 barrels daily in a bid to tame runaway crude
prices and avert a consumer scare over fuel bills.

Currencies : The US dollar enjoyed broader gains against
most of the currencies, climbing to multiyear peaks against
sterling, Euro and Swiss France. The Euro fell to its lowest in
its 20 month life as sentiments turned increasingly sour over

low of 40.08 hit on August 11. However, it is 4.7 percent
weaker than its January level. Foreign exchange reserves
rose by $ 17 million to $ 35.619 billion in the week to
September after eight successive weeks of declines.

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR NEPALI TIMES

6 months lyear
SAARC countries US$25 US$48
Other countries US$40 US$75

marketing@nepalitimes.com
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Gandharbas are believed to be the
musicians of gods in heaven.
Nepal’s oldest professional
singers are concentrated in the
western part of the country. Playing
the sarangi and relating historical
events in song are their traditional
occupation. Seen in the photo-
graph is Bukun Gandharba who
completed a sarangi tour of
Europe last year and earned
international acclaim. Proud of his
musical tradition, Bukun sells
Nepali instruments like sarangi,
madal and bamboo flutes at Thamel. He also teaches
foreigners to play this instrument at his Himalayan Melodies
music shop. Bukun is seen playing a sarangi he himself
made, in strict accordance with all the traditions involved in
sarangi making, which is a rare buy in Kathmandu.

Jewellery boxes

Emporium

These jewellery boxes
might look similar at first
glance but vary in cost.
The one on the left is a
mass-produced Indian
product that costs about
Rs 150 while the other
is a Nepali product,
totally hand made, and
costs about Rs 500.

The government-run
Cottage Industries and
Handicrafts Emporium
at New Road is recom-
mended for poor
bargainers. Handicrafts
from all over the country,
from ‘Palpali’ dhakas to
‘Chainpure’ karuwas

and ‘Bhojpure’ khukuris, are available here unlike the

privately owned shops that sell only those made around the
capital. The emporium also offers a range of wood carvings
and brass ware, the favourite buy of Nepalis as gifts for their

friends abroad.
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With Dasain and
Tihar over and less
than seven weeks to
go for Christmas,
Kathmandu’s trinket
bazaars are gearing
up again for the
next holiday season.
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he next best thing to

climbing mountains

on foot while in Nepal
is to take the awesome flight
that gives you instant
Everest. This unique
journey—one of the few
airline flights in the world
that takes off and lands from
the same airport—has now
become a must-do for most
tourists visiting Nepal.

The success of the flights
has now spawned an entire
sub-sector of Nepal’s
tourism industry that caters
just to giving tourists a quick
flypast of the highest
mountain in the world. As
word spread through tour
operators, through the huge
box-office success of the
IMAX film Everest a couple
of years back and by word-
of-mouth, air treks have
become the rage in 2000.

Tourism arrivals to Nepal
may have fallen slightly, but
the number of tourists taking
the Everest Flypast has
quadrupled in the past three
years. In the current tourism
season (September to
December) alone, an
estimated 35,000 visitors
will take the $109-a-shot
flights that wing you past the
central and eastern
Himalaya. And for the first

Makalu mis-identified as Everest in the article.

time this year, the flights were
not affected by the monsoons
as airlines have acquired
higher-flying pressurised
aircraft. You may be in the
middle of a torrential
downpour or in mist at
Kathmandu, but the mountain
flight will still take off, climb
steeply over the Kathmandu
Valley to get above the clouds,
and give you a majestic fly-past
of the world’s highest
mountains.

Drawn by the bonanza, new
airlines specialising in
mountain flights have come up.
Some like Buddha Air and
Mountain Air have introduced
large-windowed Beech 1900Cs
and Ds, which are much better
suited for sightseeing flights
than earlier planes. There are
no aisle seats, and Mountain
Air has even painted a
panorama of Mt Everest on its
fuselage so passengers get a
preview of what they are in for,
even before they get airborne!

Actually, most flights in
Nepal are mountain flights in
one way or another. You pay
for the ticket to your
destination and the view is a
bonus. The regular
Kathmandu-Pokhara shuttle
gives passengers magnificent
views of the central Himalaya
from Ganesh, Himalchuli to

Annapurna ranges. Pokhara-
Jomson really rubs your nose
at the close-ups of Nilgiri and
Machhapuchhare. The
Kathmandu-Nepalgunj flight
offers a panorama of the
entire Himalaya past
Dhaulagiri as well. The flights
to Biratnagar and Tumligtar
from Kathmandu have great
views of Mt Everest and
Makalu. Even international
flights offer great scenery—
some of the best ones being
the flights westwards to Delhi,
the Guif or European
destinations which fly parallel
to the Himalaya for half-an-
hour before turning south, or
the flights to Dhaka and
Hong Kong which overfly
Biratnagar and therefore give
passengers an unsurpassed
view of the entire eastern
Himalaya up to even
Kangchendzonga and
Chomolhari in Bhutan. But
the regular airline flight with
by far the best views is the
thrice-weekly China
Southwest flight between
Kathmandu and Lhasa. If you
are on economy, make sure
you get a seat at the back of
the plane for unobstructed
views of Makalu, Chamlang,
Lhotse and Mt Everst gliding
past at almost eye-level.

We have come a long way

“A REGAL ORNAMENT”

An excerpt from an account by Dag Hammarskojld, the former UN Secretary General, of his
Mt Everest flight 40 years ago.

since a Gypsy Moth piloted by
LVS Blacker made the first-
ever aerial “conquest” of Mt
Everest in 1933. Flying up
from India, Blacker survived
an open cockpit and icy gale-
force winds in his flimsy
biplane to become the first
person to look down at the top
of the world. Thus began a
glorious tradition of flying up
to Mt Everest.

Nepal has also come a long
way since the days of rickety,
noisy planes with portholes.

3-9 NOVEMBER 2000 NEPALI TIMES

Secretary General Dag
Hammarskjold in 1961 were
allowed by King Mahendra to
take a DC-3 on a flight to Mt
Everest (see box).

Later, Royal Nepal
introduced the turboprop HS-
748, which flew at 19,000 ft
but had large bulbous engine
nacelles that made the whole
front part of the aircraft fairly
useless for views. Then there
were the aisle seats, which
made many passengers feel
short-changed. The state-run

Actually, most flights in Nepal are
mountain flights in one way or an-
other. You pay for the ticket to your
destination and the view is a bonus.

Gone are the times when
passengers were allocated seats
next to the engine where all
they saw was a reflection of
themselves on its thundering
aluminium skin. Royal Nepal
Airlines began condu-cting
mountain flights from the days
of the DC-3 in the 1960s,
which despite the noisy
unpressurised cabin had slow
speed, low wings and small
engines and were not at all bad
for views. Foreign dignitaries
visiting Nepal like UN

After sunrise the next morning, the haze had gone and the sky was without a cloud.
When we came down to the airstrip, the icy summits of the closest mountains stood out
sharply over the green hills around the valley.

We flew through the valleys in the direction of Gauri Shankar and Everest. Even if we
had never come to these mountains, it would have been a great experience just to see the
beauty of the valleys and of the hillsides in the early morning light, the structure of the
landscape, and the picturesque way in which cultivation and villages have developed. The
plane in which we were flying was a DC-3, nonpressurised and without oxygen. That
naturally set an altitude limit for the flight, we flew at a height of twelve to fifteen thousand
feet. Our route took up first under the overwhelming south wall of Gauri Shankar, with its
beautiful double summit consecrated to the two Hindu deities that give the mountain its
name. At our altitude we needed to approach it at mid-height. Its vast size gave the

impression that we were even closer to the mountainside than we were.
Forbidding in its bold, sculptural structure, it was a world far beyond human

comprehension and of the harsh purity we are accustomed to find in the miniature world of crystals. But here it met the eye in
proportions that reduced our human world to a microcosm. Everest wore a plume of snow, made by strong northwesterly winds...it

had a special rank and position marked with a truly regal ornament.

(From the National Georgraphic, January 1961)
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airline sometimes even
conducted mountain flights
using Twin Otters, which gave
great views of the river gorges
below but not much of the
mountains above.

In comparison, today’s Mt
Everest flights are much more
geared to hardcore mountain
viewing. The Beech 1900s
have brought a virtual
revolution in sightseeing, and
their cruising altitude of
25,000 ft gives an unsurpassed
perspective on the moun-tains:
from the violet-brown expanse
of the Tibetan plateau to the
north punctuated by dark blue
lakes, the jagged icy wall of the
Himalaya, and the velvet
foothills of Nepal that plunge
down to the haze-filled plains.
The mountains look almost
holy in their magnificence and
their expanse, and if you are
aware of the genesis of the

FOR BOOKINGS

INSTANT EVER

Himalaya you can imagine
the enormous tectonic forces
that must have caused the
Indian landmass to collide
head-on with the Eurasian
plate resulting in this pile-up.
The collision sent the rocks
soaring nearly to the
stratosphere, to heights of
more than 29,000 ft—and
looking out of the window,
the summits of many of the
mountains are even higher
than the plane!

It was only after the
deregulation of the domestic
airline industry in Nepal that
private airlines started gearing
up for the profitable
sightseeing flights. Three
airlines, in particular, have
made the Mt Everest flights
their niche markets: Buddha
Air, Mountain Air and
Shangri-La Airways. The cost
is $109 for foreigners,
IRs3,000 for Indians and Rs
4,800 for Nepalis.

Other airlines like Necon
Air and Cosmic Air also
operate mountain flights, but
these make up a smaller
proportion of their total
revenue. Yeti Airlines is
beginning once-daily
mountain flights in its 30-
seater EMB-120 on 10
November. Cosmic and Yeti
have aisle seats and the
airlines do not guarantee you
a window seat, although
Necon says it sells only 23
seats at the back of its ATR-
42 and offers a $164 couple
discount for a second person
sitting on the aisle.

The most frequently asked
question aside from which
airline offers the best views is
which side of the plane it is

AIRLINE PHoNES AIRCRAFT

Buddha Air 542494, 437025 Beech 1900D
Cosmic Air 241053, 244955 SAAB 340

Gorkha Airways  436576,436579 Dornier DO-228
Mountain Air 489065 Beech 1900C

Necon Air 480565 ATR-42

Shangri-La Air 439692,416028 Beech 1900C

Yeti Airlines 421294,421215 EMB-120 (from 10 Nov)

(Note: Fares may vary depending on the travel agent, but the airline
fare is $109 for all tourists, except Indians who pay IRs 3,000 and

Nepalis pay Rs 4,800)
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better to sit on. It is now
official: the right-hand
window seats are better
because the mountains are
closer on the flight back, but
the return flight is also shorter
since the plane is descending.
If you are on the right-hand
seat, you have to learn to curb
your impatie-nce on the
outbound leg as the left-hand
passengers do their “oohs and
aahs”.

Another frequently asked
question is: how close do we
get to Mt Everest? This
depends on turbulence and
winds at higher altitudes.
Later in winter the jet stream
makes the flights bumpier,
and planes don’t venture
closer than 20 km from the
Lhotse Wall, and generally the
earlier morning flights are less
bumpy.

Passengers also have to
learn to prepare themselves for
mammoth tourist jams that
occur at the domestic terminal
on days when Kathmandu
airport is foghound, and
camera-totting passengers
from 20 mountain flights and
other domestic routes are
stuck for hours while the
airlines wait for the visibility
to improve.

There is no doubt that
Everest is the great draw.
Some airlines tried out
mountain flights from
Pokhara on an experimental
basis, and Buddha even had a
Sunset Himalaya flight last
year, but there weren’t enough
takers. But given the
congestion and winter fog at
Kathmandu, there is no
alternative for airlines than to
start thinking of creative new
routes like Pokhara-Everest, or
extending the regular
Kathmandu-Pokhara flight to
include a Dhaulagiri fly-past.
Buddha has begun on-board
merchandising of Mt Everest
memorabilia like T-shirts,
certificates and even a video of
the flight, on the return leg.

The airlines also need to
pay greater attention to
passenger handling on the
ground—to make the long
wait at the domestic airport
more bearable, distribute
clearer and more-precise

$EAE A

mountain-identification
charts, and treat every
passenger like they are
potential repeat customers.
Otherwise, like the carpet and
pashmina industries, the
Everest flight may also end up
being a flash in the pan for
Nepal. ¢
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Computer-enhanced panorama (top) of the central and eastern
Himalaya as seen from a mountain flight. The mountains look
larger or smaller depending on the route flown. (Top, right) Early
morning at the domestic apron at Kathmandu airport as one of 20
daily mourtain flights return from an Everest flypast. (Right)
Passengers stretch to catch a glimpse of the mountains and the
spectacular wideangle view (top) as the plane turns around near Mt
Everest, with Namche Bazar in the valley below.
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A Slovenian autumn in the Nepal Himalaya

Dorje Lakpa’s west face from which a
Slovenian climber fell to his death.

RAMYATA LIMBU

e highlight of the
autumn mountaineet-
ing season in the

Nepal Himalaya this year was
the first-ever descent on skis
down the world’s highest
mountain. Not only was this a
daring first, but the Slovenian
Davo Karnicat’s feat also went
down in the record books as
the fastest-ever descent of Mt
Everest.

And so, it was a double
celebration when Davo
Karnicar celebrated his 38th
birthday on 26 October,
amidst well-wishers, journalists
and friends at a rambunctious
party at the Rum Doodle
Restaurant and Bar in Thamel,
the unofficial hangout of the
international climbing
community in Kathmandu. At
Rum Doodle, he and his
teammates, Tadej Golob,
Matlej Flis, and Farnc
Odetlap, also added their
names to Rum Doodle’s
lengthening list of Everest
summiteer-patrons (entitling
them to a life-time of
complimentary cuisine). “We
couldn’t have asked for more.
The weather and snow
conditions were perfect. The
gods were smiling on us,” said
Andrej Kmet, Slovenian
climber and communications
expett.

Kmet was in Nepal last
autumn too, managing the
website that covered live the
solo first ascent of the south
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face of Dhaulagiri by another
Slovenian climber, Thomaz
Humar, in an attempt de-
sctibed by High magazine as
“audacious”. Kmet, who plans
to accompany Karnicar on the
skiet’s quest to ski the seven
summits within a year, is
already thinking of the
technical challenge,
transmitting live, Karnicat’s
ski descent on the remote Mt
Vinson in the Antarctica.
“They don’t have satellite
phone facilities there,” he says.
A tiny country of about
two million people and where
neatly half of them are
involved with mountain sport
in one form or another (the
country’s president himself is a
mountaineer), Slovenia boasts
some of the world’s most

accomplished climbers. This
autumn saw six teams from
this former Yugoslav republic
climbing in the Nepal
Himalaya, and despite
Karnicar’s success, they had
their share of tragedy too.

A Nepal-Slovenia joint
expedition abandoned the
effort on Mt Pathivara, Mt
Jongsang and Mt Kiratchuli
after a Slovenian climber fell to
his death, while another
Slovenian attempt on a new
route up the west face of the
6990 m Dorje Lakpa (visible
to the northeast of
Kathmandu), too had to be
given up when a Slovenian
member died. Further to the
west, yet another team of
Slovenians abandoned their
attempt on Annapurna III.

Meanwhile, favourable
weather conditions in the
Khumbu saw five Koreans
ascend the world’s highest
peak. Two climbers from the
Korean Ulsan Everest Expedi-
tion and three from the Chung
Buk Korean Everest Expedi-
tion reached the Everest
summit via the regular
southeast ridge. Six of their
compattiots succeeded on the
nearby Lhotse (8516m) from
the west face.

But not all Koreans wete
that lucky. The 2000 Korea
Gyung Nam Student Alpine
Association Dhaulagiri
Expedition abandoned their
attempt to climb from the
north face after climbing
leader, Lee So Ho, died in an
avalanche. A Sherpa climber
with the Dhaulagiri 1 Expedi-
tion from the Nagoya Alpine
Club of Japan also died on the
mountain. A Russian climber
died on Lhotse Shar (8400 m).

A total of 65 teams received
permits to climb various peaks
this autumn season, which
officially ends on midnight of
15 Novembet, by when teams
have to be back at their
respective Base Camps.

Generally, expeditions tend
to concentrate on popular
mountains in the eastern and
central regions of Nepal. The
government has indicated that
it would simplify permit
procedures and open up new
peaks to encourage more
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climbers to come to Nepal.
That may happen in the spring
of 2001 when the tourism
ministry, in consultation with
Tribhuvan University’s
Geography Department, is
planning to open up new peaks
for climbers and to simplify
the process of applying for
permits. “We want to attract
climbers to virgin peaks,
mainly in the west, to balance
the regional disparity,” says
Ganesh Raj Karki, head of the
mountaineering section at the
ministry.

But even as mountaineers
eagerly await a formal an-
nouncement, there is reason
for scepticism. The tourism
ministry cannot decide on its
own. For security purposes, it
has to get clearance from the
defence and home ministties,
and any such application, even
if it is intra-government, has to
wind its way through the long
and tortuous bureaucratic
channels. And that, as every-
one knows, can take quite
some time. 4

Sherpa Insurance

The question of compulsory insurance for Nepali high-altitude
porters/climbers came to the fore once again this season after
three Sherpas accompanying two Korean expeditions to Cho
Oyu (8201m) died in an avalanche.

Prior to leaving for the mountains, mountaineering teams
have to provide the Ministry of Tourism with signed affidavits of
each climbing member and high-altitude support staff, together
with insurance details. The Nepali government’s mountaineering
regulations require porters and high-altitude Sherpas to be
insured for a minimum of Rs 50,000 and Rs 150,000
respectively.

However, unknown to the ministry, the Koreans, who were
climbing as one team, had hired three Sherpas up in the
mountains citing lack of manpower. “They say they hired the
Sherpas to carry supplies up to base camp only. But
investigations showed otherwise,” says a ministry official.

“The expedition said they tried to inform me by phone about
their decision to hire extra people,” said Ang Karma Sherpa,
managing director of Windhorse Trekking, the company that
managed the expedition. The Korean climbers, who abandoned
their attempt after the accident, face the possibility of being
blacklisted, banned or fined by the tourism ministry.

The ministry ordered the teams to pay Rs 180,000 to the
families of the three deceased. Other climbing Sherpas on the
Korean teams were insured for Rs 500,000 each. “The pity is the
families of the dead won't get the same amount,” said Sherpa.

“It happens rarely but sometimes teams try to save money by
forming small expeditions. Then they realise that they don’t have
enough manpower and hire staff who may be untrained,
inadequately insured and outfitted,” said a ministry official with
long experience as liaison officer to expeditions. “What
happened on Cho Oyu is nothing new. It is only that these
incidents are not reported and trekking companies hush up
matters and pay off the families of those killed on the mountain.”
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Failures in intervention

Peace arrives in Belgrade and fighting breaks out in Gaza. What are we to make of this?
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The globalisation of hunger

Is a growing trend toward economic globalisation, especially in agriculture, to
blame for a lack of progress in fighting global hunger?

DOUG ALEXANDER [N LONDON
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US Elections

COMEDIAN CANDIDATES

EDWARD HELMORE

Two weeks ago, when Al Gore’s presidential hopes appeared to be
slipping with each new poll, he took a call from his boss, the
president. Otherwise shut out of his deputy’s campaign, Clinton
urged vice-president Gore to watch a Saturday Night Live parody of
his television debates with his Republican rival.

After first resisting, Gore acceded to Clinton’s almost unerring
political instinct. The tape revealed the public’s perception of the
candidate and his media-genic shortcomings that no pollster or focus
group could have bettered. Clinton touched on one of
the few political realities of this
campaign—that television
comedy has become one of
the few clarifying elements of
a political discourse
obfuscated by hours of
punditry, spin and anti-spin.

As Americans tune out
from serious political
coverage and analysis, they are getting
more of their election news from late night talk. A recent survey found
that 47 percent of people aged between 18 and 29 often gleaned
information from these programmes, along with a quarter of all
adults. “So much coverage in the mainstream press is dishonest and
manipulative,” says Columbia University journalism professor Craig
Wolff. “To me, the humorists are in some ways presenting the most
honest coverage.”

Politics as television comedy is hardly new and has been gaining
momentum since Richard Nixon appeared on the 1960s television
comedy show, Laugh-In. What's new is just how blurred the line
between politics, news and entertainment has become. Late-night
comedy talk shows such as those of Jay Leno and David Letterman
have become political essentials, both as barometers of how the
campaigns are playing and through appearances by the candidates
themselves—a way of personalising their brand.

To former Texas governor Anne Richards, it's
become important for
| candidates to show a sense of
4 humour than demonstrate a
grasp of issues when
debating their opponents. A
good joke can be incredibly
effective in getting your
message out, she says,

. “because people repeat it". And
that's invaluable for politicians because with
an electorate disenchanted with politics and an election said to hinge
on a small number of swing voters, humour has become one of the
few ways of gaining attention.

But while Gore has appeared on Letterman and Leno, and Bush
has kissed talk show host Oprah Winfrey on Oprah, and had an
unhappy (and un-repeated) experience on Letterman in March, none
of the current crop of candidates besides Gore’s democrat running
mate Al Lieberman have dared venture on to The Daily Show on
Comedy Central. The programme, hosted by Jon Stewart, has
emerged as America’s sharpest satire. First broadcast in 1996, The
Daily Show captures the absurdity not just of the US political process
but of the media that cover the news and the pundits that interpret
and re-interpret it. In a show presented as a seemingly real newscast,
Stewart and his team of correspondents spoof what increasingly
feels like unreal news. As the 37-year-old Stewart himself liked to
quip during coverage of the political conventions in the summer:
“We're a fake news organisation covering a fake news event.” But
that didn’t stop the game (and very funny) senator Bob Dole
appearing as the programme’s desk-bound political pundit, or
Republican John McCain agreeing to be interviewed by Stewart
faking a real interview.

In creating a comedy show that looks like a news broadcast, The
Daily Show’s formula is to satirise every element of the political
process, from the pretensions of the candidates themselves to the
over-heated pronouncements of pundits. Stewart, who started out as
a stand-up comedian, understands exactly what it's about; “The
longer I'm doing this I'm coming to learn that entertainment, politics
and the media are really just juggling the same balls. We're all going
for ratings, so we function by the same rules. What's a political poll
other than a focus group for a television show?” Madeleine
Smithberg, co-creator of The Daily Show, dates comedy’s new
importance to the political process from the occasion when Clinton
went on the Arsenio Hall show in 1992 and played the saxophone.
“That signalled a whole new ballgame,” she says. “This year there’s
this huge emphasis on entertainment and whether the candidates
can be funny.”

But as the hunt to find and win over the crucial but possibly non-
existent “undecided voter” peaks before the 7 November vote, US
comedians know they have a golden opportunity. To Smithberg, the
quest for the undecided voter is itself absurd. “It's ironic, because the
undecided voter has become the most empowered voting block.
We've somehow given this most important decision over to the idiots
who can't make a decision! We've empowered the fools.” If, by some
strange fluke, Smithberg’s fools are also the ones who watch The
Daily Show when it beams out of New York on weekday nights at 11
pm, then late-night comedy might indeed prove to be the deciding
factor in the election. (The Guardian)
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Taliban and Masood in peace talks

Geneva - The feuding parties in the Afghan civil war have repeatedly
had confidential talks in Switzerland in 1999 and March this year.
Representatives of the Taliban regime which is not internationally
recognised and forces loyal to Ahmed Shah Masood had met in the
Alpine republic. The meetings were organised by the Swiss foreign
ministry, but failed to kick-start proper peace talks. The Swiss
newspaper Le Temps reported Wednesday that a Taliban vice
minister and a minister of Masood’s Northern Alliance had discussed
heath care issues at a meeting in March in the presence of the
International Committee of the Red Cross and United Nations repre-
sentatives.

"In an internal conflict like this one has to open up a contact and
further dialogue between the parties which is often very difficult,
Berne foreign ministry official Raimund Kunz told the paper. There has
been renewed fighting in Afghanistan since last August when the
Taliban, which rule 90 per cent of the country, launched a new
offensive against Masood’s forces in the north. Last month alone
some 28,000 people fled the war-torn and drought-stricken country to
Pakistan. (dpa)

Kuwait ends ban on Bangla workers

---------------------------------

Kuwait City - Kuwait has agreed to end a bar on workers from
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said. Sheikh
Hasina said her Labour Minister Abdul Mannan has signed an
agreement with Kuwaiti officials on lifting the year-long restriction
which was imposed after a Bangladeshi worker allegedly killed his
Kuwaiti employer and then fled the emirate. Meanwhile, the two
nations were discussing a draft extradition treaty that could affect the
ongoing murder case, she told a press conference in Kuwait City at
the end of a three-day visit. The labour bar “was lifted yesterday,”
Sheikh Hasina said. She said that the original measure had been an
administrative procedure and not an official ban.

Kuwait had put a stop to processing work permits for
Bangladeshis after the alleged killing. Sheikh Hasina said the suspect
was in custody in Dhaka and that her government has been providing
Kuwait with information about the case which is pending trial. "If
necessary” she said, Bangladesh was ready to send the suspect
back to Kuwait.

Further exchanges of information about the killing were needed,
however, and a proposed extradition treaty still had to be enacted.
Bangladesh and Kuwait officials discussed the shaping of a mutual
extradition law during her visit, Sheikh Hasina added. Registered
workers from Bangladesh in Kuwait number about 160,000 but some
estimates of the total have been put at around 200,000. Most are
unskilled and are among the lowest paid labourers in the Gulf. The
ending of the bar was expected to increase badly needed income
sent home by Bangladeshis annually. (dpa)

Narmada activists begin final battle

New Delhi - A week after India’s Supreme Court rejected their

case against the Narmada dam, activists opposing the scheme have
begun what may well be the final battle by the country’s best known
people’s movement. Famed anti-Narmada dam campaigner, Medha
Patkar, entered the tenth day of her hunger protest Thursday in the
city of Bhopal, the capital of central Madhya Pradesh state. The state
is the home of most of the quarter million, mainly indigenous people to
be displaced by the four billion-U.S. dollar Sardar Sarovar dam. For
well over a decade, Patkar, who has won the Swedish ‘Right to
Livelihood Award’, also described as the alternative Nobel Prize, has
led hundreds of anti-dam rallies, been beaten up and arrested several
times by the police. She almost died of dehydration, during a similar
22-day hunger protest nine years ago.

Patkar’s protest has been accompanied by a series of public
demonstrations against the court ruling, held across the country as
well as in North America, West Europe and South Africa. The Sardar
Sarovar, being built in the western coastal state of Gujarat, adjoining
Madhya Pradesh, is to be the first of 30 big and hundreds of medium
and small dams planned on the Narmada, which flows westward
across central India into the Arabian Sea.

While the NBA's campaign is backed by a number of well-known
personalities like famous Indian author Arundhati Roy, the pro-dam
lobby does not lack for big names. These include former top journalist
B.G. Verghese and prominent development economist Yogendra
Alagh, a former federal government minister. (Ips)

Indonesia military feels pinch

Jakarta - Recent attempts by parts of Indonesia’s military to

flex its political muscle are a challenge not just to President
Abdurrahman Wahid, but to the country’s bumpy transition to democ-
racy. Since becoming president a year ago, Wahid has taken several
steps to assert civilian rule over the military—a major lever of political
power for more than 30 years during Suharto’s presidency.

Among others, Wahid has replaced many high-ranking military
officials known to be Suharto loyalists, moved to cut the soldiers’
influence at the village level and told them clear their actions with
civilian authorities. But getting the military to accept the changes in
political culture brought by the end of the Suharto era has not been
easy. Juwono Sudarsono, former minister of defence under Wahid's
administration, warns that civilian politicians must seriously develop
the democratisation process in the country. “If they fail to set up a
democratic political system, the military then will make a comeback,”
Sudarsono, a political professor at University of Indonesia, was
quoted by local media as saying earlier this month. “So, civilian leaders
must set up a political system that paves the way for civilian su-
premacy,” he said. (Ps)

Uttaranchal’s birth pangs

A new Indian state will be born after a six-year campaign, but the real problems lie ahead.
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1.2 billion and counting

This mother of all censuses is China’s fifth. Under scrutiny will be the one child norm, believed to be
responsible for a hidden 200 million—China’s “black population”.
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Nepal’s new neighbours

The reorganisation of states in India has one important lesson for Nepal. it is the demand for
development that creates fissiparous tendencies rather than regional or linguistic chauvinism.

SAMUEL THOMAS
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COMMENT

by KRISHNAMACHARI SRIKKANTH

‘Shockingly disgraceful’

India crashes to the most humiliating defeat ever in a title
clash. Clearly, a side that lacks consistency is not going
to make any headway in the long run.

optitingut, it vesa
dsgacefu parfanaeby
thelrd anteeninatitle
dash Benth sved dsaundan
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Lankan coach
for Bangladesh

Dhaka - Former Sri Lankan
test cricketer Roy Dias is
tipped to become coach of
Bangladesh's national cricket
team, according to
Bangladesh Cricket Board
sources. Dias's name was
proposed to Bangladesh by
the Sri Lankan cricket
authorities recently. The
retired star cricketer will
replace South African coach
Eddie Barlow, who suffered a
stroke last April and is unable
to complete his two-year
contract.

Barlow, the former South
African all-rounder, was
appointed after West Indies
opener Gordon Greenidge
was fired as coach last year.
Bangladesh, which achieved
test-playing status five
months ago, have been
frantically looking for an
effective international coach.

Bangladesh is scheduled
to play their inaugural test
match against India in Dhaka
10-14 November. Sri Lanka
had also proposed the name
of Roshan Mahanama who
had retired from international
cricket last year, but he
refused the Bangladeshi
offer. Dias served for some
time as coach and manager
for the Sri Lankan side after
quitting active cricket.

After the recent brilliant
successes in Sri Lankan
cricket, demands for coaches
from the island have soared
in Bangladesh. Three other
Sri Lankan coaches have
been appointed by
Bangladesh to train junior
cricketers of different age
groups. (dpa)
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Nepal’s sporting season begins

With the end of the Dasain and Tihar festivities and the onset
of winter, the Valley's sportsmen are gearing up for another
round of sports tournaments. From lawn tennis to golf to
cricket, the racquets, clubs and bats are out of the closets and
being readied for battle.

With leaders of the tourism industry trying to establish
Nepal as a sports destination, the theme seems to be well
underway. Golf especially seems to be catching up with the
capital’s upper class. In the month of November alone
Nepalis golfers will be putting away at three major tourna-
ments and one amateur game. The first in the series is the
famous Grouse International Shotgun Foursomes Golf
Tournament to be played on the 4 November at the Le
Meridien Gokarna Golf Resort. Organised in honour of Queen
Aishwarya’s birthday, the tournament will have amateur
golfers teeing off to make it to St Andrews in Scotland, the
Mecca of golf for the next Famous Grouse. The annual event
is being sponsored by Highland Distillers Brands Ltd,
Scotland. Favourites are last year’s winner Tashi Ghale and
runner-up Pradeep B. Rana.

Professionals have set their eyes on a different course.
Surya Tobacco Company, in its effort to promote golf in Nepal,
will be holding three major tournaments. The first in line is the
Surya Nepal Western Open to be held at the Himalayan Golf
Course in Pokhara on 10-11 November. Next is the Surya
Nepal Eastern Open to be held at the Dharan Country Club on
17-18 November. These two tourneys are only open to Nepali
pros and carry a purse of Rs 50,000 each. The last in the
series is the Surya Nepal Masters carrying a prize money of
Rs 1.2 million, to be held from 22-25 November at the
Gokarna Golf Club. Around 100 professional golfers including
16 from Nepal and 80 from India are expected to participate in
this mega event. The favourite is last year's winner, Rohtas
Singh of India.

On the cricketing scene, Soaltee Crown Plaza along with
Surya Tobacco Company, Cricket Association of Nepal (CAN),
and Zee Sports Channel is organising the Soaltee Super
Sixes 2000 to be held from 3-5 November. This tournament
will bring together board members of big corporate houses,
along with diplomats from the embassies of Britain, India,
and Pakistan, as well as our own hardy British Gurkhas. The
tournament in its distinctive six-sided format designed by CAN
is being held for the second year in a row. The British Em-
bassy and Kantipur Publications are the defending champi-
ons and runner-up respectively.

Tennis fans too have a tournament to look out for. The All
Nepal Lawn Tennis Association, in collaboration with Carlsherg,
is coming up with the 3rd Carlsberg Open Tennis Tournament
2000. The matches will be held 18-26 November at the
Satdobato Sports Complex. The total prize money is Rs 92,905,
with the men’s singles winner taking home Rs 16,940.

Tennis at future Olympics unsure

Stuttgart, Germany - Men’s tennis supremo Mark Miles said
he was unsure about the sport’s future at Olympic Games
after some problems around the Sydney Games. But the ATP
Tour chief executive officer Miles also said there were no
immediate plans to withdraw tennis from the 2004 Games in
Athens: “At the moment we are in.” He said talks on the issue
were planned with players, the International Tennis Federa-
tion (which runs the event) and the International Olympic
Committee.

“It is a tough call. There are valuable reasons to be in the
Olympics,” Miles said. Tennis became an Olympic sport again
in 1988 when the 10C opened the Games for professional
athletes. But many top players have snubbed the Olympics
because they don't fit their calendar in which the Grand Slams
normally rank highest. World ranking points were awarded for
the first time, but the absentees in Sydney were led by Pete
Sampras as the event took place just two weeks after the U.S.
Open. The situation in Athens is even graver as the Olympics
will be just before the New York Grand Slam. Miles also said
the ATP was “close to serious problems” in the run-up to
Sydney “to conform the rankings with the Olympic culture”
regarding the entry list. (dpa)

Maradona farewell match

Buenos Aires - Former Argentine football star Maradona said
he would like a “farewell game” for the national side wearing
his old number 10 shirt. “ would be the happiest man in the
world if | could play a farewell game in the Argentine shirt with
the number 10,” he said. Maradona celebrated his 40th
birthday into the early hours at a night club in Buenos Aires
along with 500 guests. The former World Cup star has
returned to the capital to take over as general manager of the
first division club Almagro following a months-long course of
therapy in Cuba for drug addiction and weight problems.
Overweight and suffering a heart problem, Maradona admitted
that he was close to death after collapsing in January. “I will
thank God if | reach the age of 50,” he said.

Maradona intends to return to Cuba to continue his drugs
treatment, planning to return to Argentina at Christmas. (dpa)
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CM BISWAKARMA'S

COMMITTED POETRY

CULTURE

SAVING FAITH

On the banks o

by DESMOND DOIG

A
- Thanks to the current resurgence of pride in ethnic identities and
1y 1 languages, there are, now, an increasing number of (largely male)
v . € are, now , ,
[} [} Yiad writers from minority ethnic groups. Dalit authors, however, stil
'[r b remain almost wholly unheard from in our literature. The low literacy
.g\_‘-?,.\ ~n= rate—and negligible rate of higher education—among Dalits, is
oy surely one reason for this. Nepal's scattered Dalit population, which
,""','-_'" , by some accounts constitutes twenty percent of the national
' =*\'1‘,.1P§,1yj} population, has yet to be freed from centuries’ long economic
& exploitation and social discrimination. Only now are crops of
. . Ry educated Dalits emerging from colleges; only now will Dalit voices
A teller of tales or a priest from any of the temples crowding et R e

: cannot be chalked up to the Dalits’ lack of privilege alone. From
Bhanubhakta’s days to the present time, Nepal's literature has been
the bastion of ‘upper-caste’ men—which, given the priority placed on

education by the priestly caste, effectively means Bahun men.

the ghats would have said that gods and goddesses came
to bathe unseen at the confluence known as Shankhamul.

H

SALILSUBEDI

helodydty

o Rianissoddits
aigrsaelagdy
forgotten Legend hes
theBadhavisit it wthhis
bel oved di sci pl e Ananda. The
great Muwryan enperor Ashoka
bu It four stupes aoaut thecity
totestifytoitsH essedhess.
FomPetan, d nast certainly,
vet the Rrincess Bikui to
narry the fanous Ti bet an ki ng
Tsrong-Song-Gnpo. It issaid
thet shetookwthher asher sde
dowry t he beggi ng bow of the
Buddha and t hr ough her own
i ndomt &bl e fai th caused
Buddhi smtotake firmrootsin
Tibet. She cones doan tous
through hi stary as the charnming
GeenTarg, sugect of countl ess
statues ad pai nti ngs.

Tothe Ngpal i s, Patanvas
ditpgana Witpr, dtyd
beaty. ToTibetantradersit
vas Ye Rang, whi ch neans
gernityitsdf. Trebeaty
renai s, despi tethe pessi ng of
carrad ngoaturies, destructive
eart hquakes, vars andthe
atentionadf vandd s who
sacri | eg ousl y have wenched
soed itsfinest detal framthe
nagni fi cencethet still renairs.
Dwevery | ane, inevery
coutyardandinthe great
squares arej evd -l i ke nenari es
o thepest wich | liketo
thirk, serveasirspraiontothe
large nunber of artistsand
vorkers inwood and netal who
inhebit thecity. Theyvere
knomtobethere, feed nga
flourishnglndo-Tibet trade
route, wenwnat ever there vias
o theacient cityvesre |t by
King \eera Devainthe year AD
299. It isnot known whet her he

Thefour poverfu inages o Gnesh,

@Grudainhishunanform
Hanunan and t he gi | ded Gar uda
amtreplla, sstheystadtahy.

bult thevel | about thecity
thet rel@insonlyinthe
bricfest setchesa .
wether it vesthere
dready, abestin
i nvesi ars but
nocturnd intruders.
Thecitydsohadthe
paetiond ariver,
nore hol y than
praedtives rethere
aeseasoswWenitis
anest dy.
Itisaorcssthis
soredriver, & the
confl uence of the
Bagnat i
adthe
Nrerera,
thet
trads
and
vgtas
fromthe north cane, -
over aned evd bridge of
stout wooden beans, brick
adeath It gill isesyto
inagi nethei r ane and anaze-
nert a first sigt o thedty
wthitspiledpegodarads,
gd dnfindsflashimginthe
sun, itsstupes adtenpl es
arcsstheriver. If theyheda
tdle o tdestrad limvith
them or net apriest fromany
of nunerous tenpl es crowdi ng
the ghat s, they voul d have been
td dthet gods and goddesses
cane to bat he unseen a the
conf | uence knoan as
Shankhamul . Qne knewt hey
veretherevienthe vat er
sudderly stoppedinitsgdide
sout hvar ds and sonet i nes even
reversedd rection Acop e o
year s ago an advert ur ous truck
triedtocresstheand et bride

.:-"";;.'J g 1}\ ]

()

e, "'}T_F;dl'-l’ﬁjlr
e & Wy':'ﬂ”“@

priest thet it nost have chosen
just thenonert of thecd estid
d ptoprafare t he happeni ng.
Treddbridefd!| gt in
angui sh and no one has bot hered
topu it togther again
Donireti ngthi s perticu ar
aproachto Patanthereis
anot her downst reamvhere a
newbri dge and hi ghvay
dliteaetheddcrossing
bet ween Kat hnandu and
Pat an-is the tenpl e of Jagat
Narayan, ni neteenthcentury
new andnat very atractive
except for four poverful i nages
thet faceitsetrace Threed
them nassi vel y carvedinstone
asif theyintedtosit o the
centuies, aeude netd
canopi es. They represent
Ganesh, Grrudainhis hunan
form and Hanunan. | have yet
tofind soneonevihow || date
theseinages that to ne appear
nuch o der thanthe tenpl e
vhose court yard t hey occupy.
Rerhgps they vere d ready there,
opentothe d enents, add ng
ther dessingstothesacred
confl uence. Rerhaps they graced
afar dder tenplel angsince
dest royed and svept avay. For,
tone, they havethe sane
qeityssthecd ossd stauess o
Grudaand Brairabin
Kat hnandu. Behi nd t he
kred ing Grudg, aopatdl
stonepillar supportedonthe
beck of astoetutle isaglded
G uda, bird-faced and horned
and veari nga pl une of flanes.
He crouches, whi chi s unusud
g vingtheinpressi onof
inmedi ateflight ongd den
wngs. Asnal | boy who wat ched
nesketchandclainedthat his

b i

Ty

2 it
ol . I, ]

)

F

nang was Anit abh
Dhar nendra, seened t o have
thesaneidea As| drewthe
per ched Gar uda he cl apped hi s
hands and shooed | oud y as he
voul d a vaywar d chi cken. “If he
fliesanay,” hesa d, “youcanat
sketchhim” If hefliesanay, |
sadinregy, vewll bathded
shock. Theboy ran off toshare
hisjokewthagoupd aher
children, nodoutt cd | ed
Zeenat, Hena and Mt hun.
Thetenplevas bui | t by
Gl onel Jagat Shunsher e Jung
Kurvar Rana, brother of the
fanous Fri ne Mni ster
Mihar g a Jung Bahadur, in
1860. Ten years ago he had
acconpani ed hi s brather to
Engl and and Eur ope and by
dai ng so had di sregardedthe
tabood crossingthekd apen.
Srebdievehehult ths
tenpletoNrayantoatonefor
hssin wiledhersseeit asan
attenpt tokeepupwthhis
fanous brot her vho vas
panngtobuldatenp ea
Kal Mbchan i n Kat hnandu.
Rerheps heves nerd y g ftingto
Patananewtenpl e asthe
cumretiond agreat ded o
bui | di ng and rebui | di ng he hed
dreintheaea Sverd smaller
tenpl es and an i nposi ng st retch
of burni ng and bet hi ng ghat s
oethar oigntothep as
cdod, wether essingagquilty
cosci ence or attentingto
imartdizehingd f. Gxtainy
the four handsone i nages wil
perpetuete hi s nane. 4

(Boarpedvithpermss anfrarin
the K ngdomof the G,
HrperQ@lirs, 199

Newar writers, with their extensive and excellent Nepali and Nepal-
bhasa compositions, are the only group to seriously rival Bahun
men’s dominance over our literature. One can only hope this
insularity will end—soon—so that Nepali literature may speak in
Nepal's many different voices.

Chakra Man Biswakarma brings to Nepali literature a
refreshingly down-to-earth perspective. He is founding member of
the Dalit Sewa Sang and the Dalit Gair Sarkari Sanstha Mahasang.
The best of his slim first collection Dalit Bastika Suseliharu (The
Whistles of a Dalit Settlement) accomplishes what all good
progressive literature aspires to: to speak of the masses and to the
masses, with art and instruction both. The first poem below speaks
eloquently of the lingering inequality that sharply contradicts Nepal's
claims to democratic nationhood:

My Settlement My Country
In places, hungry stomachs

In places, unfarmed fields

For some here, employment

«| is mandatory to support life

For others here, employment

counts for mere pocket change

The learned people say

this country is a garden of all castes

But for Dalits who are told: don't pollute this and don't pollute that;
who are barred from touching the taps, wells and temples
near their own homes and courtyards;

who can't risk revealing their castes

even in a settlement of scholars—the nation’s capital;

who preserve Nepal's culture by playing sarangi and sahanai
melodies

who have made Nepal's renown as a country of the brave
by fashioning khukuri knives;

for them, even after democracy

—oh hajoor!—this country remains

a patch of stinging nettles

The second poem is more personal; and yet it expresses an
unfulfilled longing which is not just universal, but which comes from
migrations caused by the economic and social discriminations that
are specific to Dalit communities:

Remembrance

In solitude, | keep remembering you

my heart pierced by bitter recollections...

When clouds start dancing in the sky

when cuckoo birds start singing in the spring

somehow | feel that your own sweet voice is ringing

and | feel much love for you in my heart

| see your own ardour hidden

in spring flowers reaching their prime

You must be playing hide and seek, teasing the moon
you must be smiling, jesting with your own youthfulness
you must be roaming the hills and cliffs cutting fresh grass
you must be singing, sinking in melancholy

The waterfalls must weep to hear your songs

Even if you're in great sorrow

don’t stop loving me for going abroad

don’t stop loving me because our love is out of caste

If not in this realm I'll come to you in another realm

if not as a living corpse I'll come in the guise of a butterfly

Dalit Bastika Suseliharu speaks without guile of the material and
emotional suffering of Nepal's most discriminated against
communities. Sophisticated readers will be facile to look down on
the simplicity of language that the collection adopts: for the fact
remains that the majority of Nepalis can access literature only if it is
written, as this collection is, in the everyday language of speech.
Anyone committed to a literature which speaks of and to the masses
can learn much from CM Biswakarma’s simple yet elegant
expressions. This is the kind of literature which can thrive, as all
literature should, outside exclusionary literary circles. Dalit Bastika
Suseliharu—and similar writings from Nepal's underrepresented
communities—should be made widely available for the burgeoning
post-literacy readership all over the country.
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FILMS
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% Nepali

Basanti - Plaza |l

Chautari - Ashok, Krishna (470090)

Dhukdhuki - Bishwo Jyoti (221837), Ganga Chalchitra, Prithvi, Goon (Kha)
(520668)

Mailee - Goon (Ga) (520668), Ranjana (221191)

% Hindi

Deewane - Metro

Dhadkan - Sri Nava Durga

Dhai Akshar Prem Ke - Gopi (470090)

Fiza - Radha

Hindustan Ki Kasam - Shivadarshan

Jis Desh Mein Ganga Rehta Hai - Kumari (414932), Goon (Ka) (520668)
Josh - Padma

Mission Kashmir - Tara (476092)

VITCCENNIOM & Gy

The most convenient and economic way to surf the internet

Terms and conditions
1 The contestis opento everyone, except employees of Himalmedia Pvt Ltd and Infocom Pvt Ltd.
2 Incase of more than one correct entry, the winner will be decided by lucky draw.
3 Entries have to reach Himalmedia, by 5 pm,
7Nov, Tuesday.
4 The winner will be announced in the coming issue.
5 The prize has to be collected from Himalmedia within a week of the announcement. Please

Phir Bhi Dil Hai Hindustani - Manakamana (225284) - comewithan [D.
Shikari - Plaza 1 :
Across 45 Second video in Greek? (4) 27 And only (3)
SPECIAL VIDEO SHOW 1 Donahue in Manila? (4) 48 Fight over who moves oar? (3) 29 French no (3)
Video documentary Qoyllur Rit'i: A Woman's Journey, produced by Holly 5 O!'A poem (3) 50 Drag a senior student? (4) g(l) égnad“fkog ;hlgegla(%t; ®)
Wissler and directed by Gabriela Martinez Escobar. Seventy percent of the 8  Golf beverage? (3) 51 Adjoin a backside? (4) 32 Big %uy vith hair? (3)
proceeds will go towards the continued education of Rajen Rai, the 10- 11 Not always to tie shoe (4) 52 Munched with tea? (3) 33 Tool for owl? (3)
year-old son of a porter who died in a trekking accident in 1993. Indigo 12 Ex-federal? (3) 53 Jay may say no (4) 35 Car man in Nepal this week (6)
indigo@wlink.com.np 14 Tell it in Israel (4) 55 Has in the past (3) 39 Made well again (5)
15 Bureau of 12 across (3) 56 Paradise garden (4) 40 In a silly one (5)
16 Wag this story (4) Down 41 Addition (3,2)
IYIUSIC . 17 Boom in sound (5) Proto, a lump of (5) 42 Munch (3)
% Jazz session — 19 LA university (4) Chaos (5) 44 Olga’s look? (4)
Yak & Yeti warms up for the winter with its annual autumn event the 21 Microgram (3) Cold top on cake (5) 45 Nab a censor (3)
“Kathmandu Jazz and Food Festival.” A fundraising dinner “All that Jazz" 22 Slow musical in lent? (5) Jeans in a veil? (4) 46 Recede (3)

i 47 Before Wed (3)
Disconnect (3) _

Expose as junk? (6) 49 Marry on this day (3)
Ed's decree? (5)

with Kathmandu’s premier jazz band Cadenza starting off. This will be
followed by a special appearance by French bass guitarist Daniel Givone,
solo guitarist Jean Claude Givone, and rhythm guitarist Christine Givone
and their gypsy jazz inspirations. Last act will feature the band Chakra.
Madhuban Garden, Yak & Yeti Hotel. 7 pm, 10 November

24 But it's a vat! (3)
27 Miss Piggie said (4)
28 Untie or merge? (5)
30 Sacrifice this Indian? (6) Jumble 52 across (3)
33 A ton of penitence (6) Lee’s sea food (3)
34 Mohammed was a hoxer, not 10 Squeeze a living (3)
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% Unplugged an...(5) 13 Parents and teachers (3)
Live unplugged performance by Sabu Lama at Las Kus Restaurant 35 Identical victory? (4) 18 Customers (7)
Courtyard, Kathmandu Guest House, Thamel, 6:30 pm onwards. 413632. 36 Excavate an infra? (3) 20 Stupid-ish (7)
37 Loot the implements (5) 23 East northeast (3)
% Piano and Percussion 39 Central spooks (3) 24 Push this in the tower (3)
Piano, Drums and Double Bass performance by Budaprithi Trio band from 42 What 39 across would do? (4) 25 North American native (3) Out of 17 entries, there were no
7-9:30 pm everyday except Mondays at the Juneli Bar, Hotel De I 43 Chase dog (5) 26 Ed's sleeping here (3) correct answers.

Annapurna, Durbar Marg. 221711
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Gallery. 6 pm, Friday, 3 November. Rs 300. 413580 or | 13 Look at summit (4) 54 Nepal Biscuit Enterprises? (3) 38 At the opera with her (5)

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

| To send in your entries, please fill in the details below and fax to 977-1-521013, or email to
I
I
I

—_— A crossword@himalmedia.com. Entries can be dropped off at Himalmedia Pvt Ltd, Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur.
© e INFL.COM
Filipino band Spice and Ice playing at the Gurkha Grill, Soaltee Hotel, il . NAME.....ooviicii s PR
7:30 pm. Everyday except Monday. 272555 — Phu e, EMAL.cviiiciic
r—_ - - - - - = —— M|
% Classical
Musicians from Nepal and abroad perform on 11 November at Kirateswor
Temple, Pashupatinath. 4-8 pm. Free entrance but charges may apply for
special guest appearances. Organised by Kirateswor Sangeet Ashram.
492139
% Jazz
Live jazz by Cadenza and friends at Upstairs Restaurant, Lazimpat. Every
Saturday 7:30-10:00 pm.
Adventure Sports
% Mountain Bike Championship Second phase of International Class
Mountain Bike Championship. 11 November, Saturday. Registration open
till event eve. MTB theory and practice workshop follows after the champi-
onship by international cyclists. Surf www.bikingnepal.com or contact Peter
Stewart, Race Director at Himalayan Mountain Bikes, Thamel. 427427
NEPALI WEATHER
The glorious weather of the past week was the result of northerly winds
on the fringes of the Bangladesh cyclone that grazed Kathmandu, and
brought some rain to eastern Nepal. These winds have now shifted
northwest and will bring clear weather for another week or so. There
may be some fast-moving high altitude clouds from the west over the
weekend, but these will quickly pass. The wind and holidays were also
responsible for clean air in Kathmandu Valley. Unfortunately that was
too good to last, expect the morning mists to return as night tempera-
tures fall to 7 degrees next week.
KATHMANDU
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
For inclusion in the listing send information 27-09 26-09 26-08 26-08 25-07
to editors@nepalitimes.com
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MIN BAJRACHARYA

Adl-lappaess mtdenat byal ad comonityi nkdt madiant keaocass oand the
Nveri NwyYer 1027 @tdoer. Thebamer vishesd | Ny i s aképy Newveer.

MIN BAJRACHARYA

GanNdd|i Dde rAesaniragrd perad i d rgj upfrarCrayaulrchesst
Kahadu\d | eytoedilit th srenedatresaot inNgd . Treerat nB@t dyr ves
argani sedby M Rinari At ure Treks and Bqpedi ti anand Hitd Murt Mrestery.

MIN BAJRACHARYA

Atunishee advithit d aiasves her adudst rutedvi e across ket hrarc\A | ey
torerds GreshHid . Inthefaregyaudi sthei moress rg ycopest edsif i red Kt hrardy
wth(fran tor) Seyathy theTd § utayl eadDerderg assenan1oete .

Andean llamas in the Himalaya
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit
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0.74
0.65
0.64
0.25
0.42
0.76
0.65

0.37 0.40 0.22 0.37 0.04 53.75
031 0.56 0.33 0.18 0.02  44.46
0.36 0.56 0.28 0.13 0.05 46.48
0.28 0.40 0.30 0.42 021 11.82
0.44 0.52 0.23 0.12 0.03  57.40
0.38 0.63 0.24 0.20 0.03  79.36
0.38 0.63 0.36 0.35 009 74.05
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f ever Kathmandu's elite

chattering classes had a

café culture, then the
beginnings of one can be
seen at Chez Caroline at
Baber Mahal. Writers, poets,
artists gather in the veranda
setting in an ambience that is
so Mediterranean in its feel
that it could be situated on the
Left Bank of the Seine.

Just pronouncing its
official name, Chez Caroline
Salon de the' Café Restaurant,
is @ mouthful. The Caroline
comes from Caroline
Sengupta who first came to
Nepal in 1969 at a time when
Kathmandu was going
through its hippie era. But

Caroline was no flower child
hanging out on Freak Street.
India had always been on her
mind, and Caroline took pains
to learn Hindi in Delhi. Later,
she began leading tour
groups to different parts of
India and eventually to Nepal.
“Things happen when
they have to happen,” she
says, and Caroline’s destiny
led her to meet her hushand-
to-be, Utpal Sengupta, at the
bar of the Shangri-La Hotel in
Lazimpat in 1979. Caroline
was there with a tourist group
and Sengupta was General
Manager of the hotel. A year
later, they were married and
Caroline Dominique added

Sengupta to her name, bid au
revoir to the glitz and glamour
of her hometown of Paris, and
settled down here. Although
she still takes time off to travel
to Paris every now and then,
Caroline says, “I can't imagine
living anywhere else.”

Caroline has been
involved in different activities
from leading tourist groups to
decorating the Shangri-La
Village in Pokhara. She’s even
had a brief fling with journal-
ism. All this changed when
three years ago her husband
came up with the Chez
Caroline and asked her to run
it. “I don't do it for the money,”
she says. ‘| wanted to provide
a clean, hygienic and
affordable place where people
could come and just relax
even if it's just a cappuccino
they want.”

What makes the place
special is what Caroline
breathes into it, and the
complete harmony and
understanding between
Caroline and her team of 16
Nepali workers. “We work
more like colleagues rather
then employer and
employees. If you give people
pride in their work the perfor-
mance is bound to be good,”
she says. The positive vibes
emitted by the team may be
just one reason why her
clients keep coming back—
not to forget the delicious
assortment of her family
recipes of salads, soups, and
cakes.
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