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The government is considering
setting up an embassy in the Nordic
countries to better liaise with donors
and investors in Norway, Finland,
Sweden and Denmark. At present,
Nordic affairs are handled from the
embassy in faraway London. The
Foreign Ministry is also considering
opening an embassy in Canberra,
and perhaps downsizing the
Rangoon mission. The only
embassy in the African continent
may be relocated from Cairo to
Pretoria. Ambassador Damodar
Gautam has been recalled from
Washington, and Kedar Bhakta
Mathema’s term in Tokyo has been
extended by two years, presumably
as a reward for getting Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori to visit Nepal.
Meanwhile, career diplomat Lila
Prasad Sharma has been named
ambassador to Russia.

�"�	$�%��$���
The Nepali Congress’ local
elections are over, and from the
results so far, Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala’s loyalists seem to
be leading, giving him an edge in
the run for presidentship. So far, 65
percent of the delegates to the
general convention are from the
Koirala camp with 25 percent from
the Deuba-Bhattarai panel. The
remainder include results yet to be
declared, and the “unpredictables”.

�"&��%��'��(	�
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai had to
cancel his trip to Paris just as he
stepped down as prime minister in
March. Now his successor, prime
minister Koirala is set to do what no
Nepali prime minister has done
since Jang Bahadur Rana in 1850:
visit France. Jang Bahadur was
presented with a sword of
Napoleon’s, wonder what Koirala
will be presented with.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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The month of UN days is upon us. This week alone 1 December is
World AIDS Day, 3 December is the International Day of Disabled
Persons and the 5th is the International Volunteer Day for Economic and
Social Development (shouldn’t every day be for social and economic
development?). Then come the International Civil Aviation Day on 7
December, the Human Rights Day on the 10th, the International Day of
Solidarity with Migrant Workers and Their Families on the 18th and the
International Day for Biological Diversity on the 29th. At this rate, we will
need an almanac to figure out what all the days in the year are for. In this
land of jatras, the bikas anniversaries have themselves become jatras.

Devoting a “day” to something as important as social development in
a sense trivialises it. Perfect excuse for ministers to give vapid speeches
that people hear, but don’t listen to. Television covers it in detail: minister
at podium reading from a prepared speech, pan across bored-looking
donor faces, cut to chief guest delivering keynote address.

On the Human Rights Day, you can be sure there will be more
ministers giving more speeches, NGO-wallas organising seminars and
paying ample lip service. This year it will be marked on an even grander
manner since the Human Rights Commission has just come into being.

In an age when media and public have become jaded with all the
sterile rhetoric, it is difficult to imagine how revolutionary the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights truly was when it was signed in 1948. But
in the years since, it has become clear that if you leave it up to
governments they will define human rights according to what serves
their interest. It doesn’t matter that they are sons-of-bitches, as long as
they are our sons-of-bitches.

Basic human rights are not just inalienable. Political rights must co-
exist with social and economic rights. Freedom does not just mean not
being jailed for one’s political beliefs; it also means freedom from
hunger, freedom from illiteracy, and freedom from disease. In Nepal, this

means at least the minimum amount
of food for a healthy life, the right to at
least basic education, the right to
primary health care. In today’s Nepal, it
is also the right to go and tend the
fields without being shot, the right to be
a teacher without being beheaded in
broad daylight in front of your students.

Violations of human rights need not
always be overtly violent. Human rights
can be violated silently by crooked
priorities and crooked politicians.
When a corrupt official pockets
kickbacks while building maternity

hospitals, and schools don’t have roofs because the contractor bribed
someone to get away with it—those are violations of the peoples’ rights.
The challenge for Nepali civil society is to show the same sense of
outrage about the mass death of thousands of children in Nepal every
day of preventable causes like diarrhoeal dehydration, measles and
respiratory infections as they do about high-profile prisoners of
conscience.

Indeed, we have seen that the violations of social rights within
countries ultimately lead to the violation of political rights as well. Just
look around you: it is deprivation, neglect, impoverishment and
corruption that create the conditions for demagogues in government and
extremists to carry out their agenda of intolerance. This is the beginning
of the backlash against an uncaring national elite. A ruling class that
cannot after 50 years fulfil the basic human right to health, education and
shelter of its neediest citizens has no pontificate about human rights. Let
us remember the saying: “If you are among thieves and you are silent,
then that makes you a thief as well.”

This December, please spare us the speeches.

��������

��

Indiscipline is the mother of all evils. All domestic institutions—
agencies, banks, and companies—have been hurt due to lack of
discipline or governance. If institutions cannot stand how can society
move ahead? All the political parties should try to write down discipline
in their policy platforms. Their leaders and members should act as role
models. They can do so by keeping their word, acting in good faith,
completing their assignments according to a specific time frame, setting
targets and accomplishing them as promised. If they can do half of
these things, the country will be 1,000 percent better off.

—The Nation (Bangkok)
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This is in reference to the item
“Future of KMTNC bleak” (From
the Nepali Press, #17) which was
translated and reproduced from
Deshantar. It sems the reporter
was trying to build a case against
the King Mahendra Nature
Conservation Trust (KMNTC) just
because some staff had left the
service of the Trust. In fact,
among the names mentioned in
the news, Siddharth B
Bajracharya has not left the Trust
but is on study leave to pursue his
PhD programme in the UK.
Similarly, Anil Ranjit and Mukesh
Pudasini had to resign to join
UNV, as there is no provision in
the Trust regulations to grant
unpaid leave as requested. Staff
mobility is continuous in any
organisation and is a natural
process. In fact many reputed
national and international non-
governmental organisations
working in conservation have staff
members who once worked with
KMNTC. This we believe is the
strength of the Trust rather than a
weakness.

The Desanthar report has
also assumed that SNV and
NORAD are withdrawing support

from KMNTC. This is misleading.
KMNTC is one of few organisations
with a reputation for effective
utilisation and accountability of
funds received from various
donors. Donors usually provide
support for specific projects or
programmes for a period. This is to
reduce donor dependency and to
make institutions self-reliant and
sustainable. Even so, there has
been no decrease in support from
donors for KMNTC despite
competing claims for the limited
funds available.

The most-far fetched argument
in the report is the mention of a
letter by Sir Johan Chapple of
KMUKT to imply that the letter
itself was a reflection on the
weakness of management. Both
the information and the
interpretation are misleading and
malicious.

It is unfortunate that the
Deshantar staff reporter has tried to
put together unrelated bits of news
and gossip to fabricate a
damaging article about the Trust.

Arun Rijal
Director, Information and

Public Relations
KMNTC

����
Enjoyed reading the brilliant
editorial (Al and W, #16) on the
US election fiasco. I especially
liked the punch-line: “The world
has too much at stake to let only
Americans decide who becomes
their president.” However, you
may be giving a bit too much
credit to Al Gore’s
environmentalism. The candidate
has not followed up on his earlier
commitments to clean up. And it
is certain that Ralph Nader would
have been much better for the
global environment than Gore.

Mina Matthew
via Internet

I liked your editorial about the
correlation between the United
States elections and the global
environment and am mailing it
on. It is important to see the
issues laid out so clearly and with
such impact. We get spun around
so much here by the media.

E. Fabian
Connecticut

Your editorial on the US elections
was very insightful. Neither Gore

nor Bush is any good, but Gore
at least has some good instincts,
though whether he could get
anything done for his country
and the planet is an open
question.

Rajendra
via Internet

��	��
Thank you for printing the
excellent expose by Hem Bahadur
Bista on the plunder of northern
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Humla (“Nepali timber to Tibet”,
#17). The deforestation was already
rampant two years ago when I
visited the area, and at the pace it
was going I was certain there would
be no forests left by the end of the
decade. If I were a concerned
Humlali, I would give up on the
government in Kathmandu doing
anything. It is this dependency that
created the crisis in the first place.
After all, you can’t keep flying in
foodgrains forever—even if it
means the foodgrains will save the
forests.

P Gurung
Kathmandu

�7���
I read the article by Jan Salter
about Ujeli (“Ujeli”, #18). The
organisation and the people
involved are to be commended for
their help to Ujeli.

This true story shows how a little
help and concern to begin with can
end in helping someone find a
normal life once again. We should
take a lesson from this kindness and
humanity that saved a life that
could have been easily lost to the
confusion of modernity.

Mahesh Kumar Malla
Lazimpat

������
�����
Thank you for highlighting the
impending hotel strike
(“DEADLOCK”, #18). It looks
like neither the politicised
unions nor the hotel owners
care about the country, which
can go to the dogs so long as
their own selfish concerns
about money and power are
met. These two are holding the
country’s tourism industry to
ransom. By not negotiating
seriously, they’re playing
dangerous brinkmanship. They
better both wake up and start
talking. Otherwise they’ll end
up taking themselves and this
country down with them.

(Name withheld on request)
Kathmandu
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The picture accompanying the
article CENSUS 2001 (#18)
missed the credit. It was taken
by Mani Lama.
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Every Friday, enjoy the most famous
barbeque dinner (or bbq snacks)

in Kathmandu valley at Summit Hotel.
6:30—9:30pm

For reservation: 521810/526271

Everyday enjoy a traditional Nepali
thali lunch in a palace garden at Patan
Museum cafe.
Free entrance to cafe

Fax: 977-1-523737, email:summit@wlink.com.np,
Website : www.summit-nepal.com
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�" � ��������%���2
A Xinhua report from Beijing last week said Mount Everest
is shrinking as a result of global warming. Scientists from
the Chinese State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping said
they had discovered that snow on the peak of Everest has
thinned in the past 30 years. The Chinese researchers
also discovered that Everest was moving between 2.4 and
2.8 inches at an azimuth angle of 54 degrees [northeast]
every year! Surveys over the past 30 years show that
changes have occurred in the area through crustal vertical
movement, and experts said that these changes have
resulted from a large rupture on the northern side of the
mountain. Research also showed that the changes
corresponded to different seismological periods.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�#��������" ���� ���#��#
A year after the
government threw
out 640 smoke-
belching diesel
three-wheelers
from the streets of
Kathmandu, it has
decided on a
blanket ban on all
polluting vehicles.
The ban is to take
effect in all of Nepal’s 58 municipalities. All vehicles made
before 1980, and three-wheelers running on petrol or
liquefied petroleum gas are to go when the decision
becomes effective 15 November next year. The
government notice also bans diesel tempos from Nepal
effective August 2001.

Of roughly 260,000 registered vehicles in Nepal, half
are two-wheelers and of the remaining 130,000, some 60
percent ply on the streets of the Kathmandu Valley. “We’ve
begun work to see how many vehicles will be affected by
the new law,” Krishna Murari Sharma, Director General of
the Department of Transport Management told us.

The Ministry of Population and Environment (MOPE)
says work on the ban had been underway for some time
now, and, according to Sher Jung Karki, an official at the
legal section, is aimed primarily at checking pollution.
“We have several technical committee studies saying it’s
the old vehicles and their numbers that cause most of the
air pollution.” Last year MOPE threw out 640 diesel-run
three wheelers from the streets but allowed their owners
to import 15-seater vans for public transport by mandating
VAT exemption and just one percent customs duty, as
opposed to the normal 130 percent. “There are no
financial incentives this time,” says Karki.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

� )������3,
Doctors say Hepatitis B, the “silent killer”, is becoming a
major problem, with 200 new liver cancer patients being
added every year. The reported number of Hepatitis B
patients in Nepal stands at 200,000 but doctors say there
could be many more hidden cases around. Doctors say
the viral disease is the cause of 34 percent of liver cancer
cases reported in Nepal. Santosh Man Shrestha,
chairman of the Nepal Liver Foundation, says that about
10 percent of those suffering from acute jaundice
between 1982-1985 were infected with the Hepatitis B
virus. Now the infection rate has gone up to 35 percent.
The dangerous disease is difficult to diagnose until it is
too late and, like HIV, it spreads through body fluids and
contaminated needles, in addition to spreading through
contaminated food and water.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

����������� ��
It appears that another deal by the Royal Nepal Airlines
Corporation (RNAC) may be terminated after a sub-
committee of the parliament’s Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) recently recommended its cancellation. The PAC
sub-committee says the deal was “irresponsible and
illegal” and has also recommended legal and
departmental action against the officials responsible for
the deal. The committee found fault with Royal Nepal’s
decision to lease a Boeing 767 from Austria’s ailing
Lauda Air through direct negotiations instead of seeking
bids from suppliers through a global tendering process,
and against the express instructions of the Commission
for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA). The
commission has begun its own investigation into the
leasing deal.

Investigations by the PAC have revealed that the
aircraft to be leased does not belong to Lauda Air but to
another company in Hong Kong not mentioned in the
lease document. RNAC has already paid Lauda Air $1
million to guarantee the deal, which it stands to lose
should the contract be cancelled.
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The Ring Road can be developed and protected through com-
munity participation. Shanti Thapa of Maharajgunj has done it.

It wasn’t easy converting the wasteland that the green belt
had become into a park. Shanti had to bury open toilets, clear
bushes, plug an open sewer, and remove heaps of construction
material along the 156 m stretch. “My first lot of roses worth Rs
3,600 disappeared the very next day. Some people still dump
garbage around the area, but locals are beginning to realise its
importance,” recalls Thapa. She was even manhandled once by
a neighbour, although the man later got a talking to from the
neighbourhood.

It started with a proposal to the Ministry of Population and
Environment to create a park for children. The road department
approved the plan and released Rs 400,000 for the construction
of the Hausala Bal Udhyan. “There were prolonged delays in
the supply of materials. But now I feel happy that at least the
area has been developed,” says Shanti.

Her reward is the company of neighbourhood kids at play. “I
love this space. I am attached to every plant that grows here,”
says Shanti, who contracted polio when she was three. Shanti
has a female
gardener who she
pays Rs 1500 a
month. Recently, the
Manakamana Cable
Car company
helped paint the
poles and swings,
and they contribute
Rs 3000 every
month. Some
people in the neighbourhood also volunteer time
and money for the park. “Friends like Ramkaji
Khome, Tshering Lama, Sita Gurung, Lamabhai
and the Dabur Nepal office have been contributing Rs 200 a
month,” she says.

Recently, Shanti added another 50 m stretch of the green
belt to the park area, with a budget of Rs 40,000. Half the money
came from her own NGO (Hausala), and the rest from the
Social Welfare Ministry. “It doesn’t need much. If a polio patient
like me did it almost single-handedly, can’t the young citizens do
so… It just needs awareness and an aesthetic will,” she says.
The residents of Maharajgunj and Dhumbarahi are certainly
grateful. �
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0.74  0.37  0.40  0.22  0.37  0.04  54.00

0.65  0.31  0.56  0.33  0.18  0.02  44.46

0.64  0.36  0.56  0.28  0.13  0.05  46.88

0.25  0.28  0.40  0.30  0.42  0.21  11.82

0.41  0.43  0.52  0.22  0.12  0.03  57.87

0.74  0.37  0.61  0.24  0.19  0.03  81.31

0.65  0.38  0.63  0.36  0.30  0.09  74.05
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marketing@nepalitimes.com

6 months 1 year

SAARC countries US$25 US$48

Other countries US$40 US$75

�����������������

The average rate of 91 days Treasury Bill decreased
marginally to 5.3086 percent compared to 5.3314 percent
in the previous week due to higher demand from
Commercial Banks. Expected range for the coming week
5.25 percent to 5.40 percent .

AG/USD CURRENT * WK/AGO %CHG

OIL(Barrel ) 33.06          32.88 + 0.54

GOLD(Ounce) 269.40        266.35 + 1.15

GOLD ( NPR *) 7055           7040 + 0.21

EUR 0.8528 0.8482  + 0.54

GBP 1.4187 1.4231  + 0.31

JPY 110.43 110.12  - 0.28

CHF 1.7759 1.7915  + 0.87

AUD 0.5249 0.5094 + 3.04

INR   46.88         46.80  - 0.17
*Currency bid prices at 2.00 p.m. on 28/11  - Source Reuters

CURRENCY UPDATE

NEPALI RUPEE CURRENT% PREVIOUS%

Call Money Avg. 5.25 5.25

84 Days t/bill 5.05 5.08

91 Days t/bill 5.31 5.33

365 Days t/bill 6.18 6.16

Repo rate 5.81 5.83

INTEREST RATE UPDATE

USD   EUR GBP JPY CHF

LENDING 9.50 5.75 6.00 1.50 5.13

LIBOR (1M) 6.70 5.11 6.07 0.54 3.65

FOREIGN CURRENCY : Interest rates

BANK RATES (DEPO/LENDING) Mkt Hi/Lo Mkt Avg

S/A NPR         6.0/3.5              5.23

F/D 1 YR         7.5/6.0              6.73

OVERDRAFT      15.5/12.5           13.54

TERM LOAN      14.5/13.0           13.37

 IMPORT LN      13.0/10.5           11.52

EXPORT LN      13.0/10.0           10.63

MISC LOAN      17.5/13.5           15.03

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

���������� �
The Nepal Rastra Bank has prepared an 18-point strategy which includes prescriptions for
the financial sector and relates to its own supervision and monitoring capabilities as well. Top
on the list is improving management of the country’s two large banks—Rastriya Banijya Bank
and Nepal Bank Limited—which an auditor early this year described as “technically insolvent.”
There had been similar prescriptions for the two banks in the early 1990s, when the
government even put in Rs 3 billion to upgrade their capital. It left ‘improved management’ to
the banks, but that never happened and explains why the central bank, this time, wants to
hand over the two banks to foreign companies under a two-year management contract.

Other reforms include putting a halt to investment by commercial banks in competing
ventures, withdrawing government ownership from the Nepal Bank Limited, and introducing
stricter rules to govern investments—especially a ceiling on loans that can be provided to the
same borrower. Also on the cards is an investigation into and re-organisation of the
ownership of private commercial banks, to weed out the possibility of insider lending that has
plagued Nepal Bank. The Rastra Bank’s role would be to function as a strong regulator, for
which there would be a stronger law, possibly in the compilation of all legislation relating to
the financial sector as one Act.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

	������������!���"��#������
The Vishal Group Limited—promoters of Nepal Industrial and Commercial Bank, among
others—and India’s Life Insurance Corporation have joined hands to enter Nepal’s large but
virtually untapped life insurance market. The two companies signed a memorandum of
understanding in Kathmandu last week and their new company—Life Insurance Corporation
(Nepal) Ltd (LICNL)—is to become operational by March next year.

“We hope to sell 10,000 policies in the first year of operation,” says GN Vajpai, Chairman
LIC India. “The market here is very good because it is not very developed.” LICNL will have a
paid-up capital of Rs 250 million, of which the LIC will hold 55 percent and the Vishal Group
25 percent. The remaining 20 percent shares are to be sold to the general public. “Our main
goal is to provide quality insurance services in Nepal,” says Ashok Agrawal, Chairman of the
Vishal Group. “I’m confident this venture will bring a new era in the insurance sector.”

LIC used to operate in Nepal before the Rastriya Beema Samiti was incorporated in the
early 1970s. Its global assets are valued at Rs 2574.9 billion. LICNL, the first joint venture in
life insurance, will have to compete with two existing companies and four others that are in the
pipeline.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

��!������"�����$����
A new controversy has clouded the Arun-III hydroelectricity project, with the government
blaming EurOrient for not paying Rs 40.2 million as guarantee of performance, and the
American company asking for more time to get paperwork done. EurOrient officials are visiting
Nepal to resolve the “misunderstanding”, and a company source told us, “We’re still very
much interested in the project”.

The controversy erupted after the Electricity Development Centre (EDC) wrote to the
American company on November 7 asking it to submit Rs 40.2 million as performance
assurance, “within 15 days”, warning that only such a submission would entitle it a survey
licence for the 402 MW project. The company’s position is that its insurance agents would
need 60-90 days to underwrite the performance assurance bond, something that has already
been commissioned. It has already paid Rs 60,000 to the EDC as survey licence fees, but
had at one point requested the EDC to allow it to pay the remaining money when it applied for
a survey licence. The government requires companies to submit bank guarantees for the
money, a way to prevent licensees from squatting on licences.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

%&� ���#�'��
Himal Power Limited (HPL) officials have ruled out a renegotiation of the power purchase
agreement with the Nepal Electricity Authority, arguing that the deal was done when there were
a different set of uncertainties and that it is wrong to raise the issue now. King Birendra
inaugurated the 60-megawatt, $140 million project at Kirnetar in Dolakha district on Monday.

Politicians and government officials have been talking about possible renegotiation of
electricity sold by the HPL though the NEA has not made a formal request to that effect. The
PPA was signed on 30 March 1994. Under the 20-year agreement NEA is required to
purchase the electricity at 5.9 cents per unit (now roughly 6.9 cents after adjusting for
inflation). HPL began commercial sale of electricity on 11 July.

Norwegian power-developer Statkraft, the major shareholder in HPL, will have to transfer
50 percent ownership to the government after 20 years under the licence agreement. The
remaining stock is to be transferred to the government upon completion of the 50-year Build-
Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT) contract.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

��������(��)�(�
The Kathmandu Metropolitan City has decided to charge about 130,000 residents living on the
main thoroughfares a fee for collecting household waste. The Household Waste Collection
Programme is an attempt to get people involved in keeping the city clean, city officials say.
Municipal trucks are to pick up waste from 6:30 to 9:00 am and residents will be required to
dump their waste directly onto the trucks. The fee for using the service ranges from Rs 75 a
month—for a household producing 10 litres of waste—to Rs 20,000 for large establishments
like five-star hotels. Kathmandu produces about 350 tonnes of solid waste every day.
Municipal police will monitor the new order and non-compliance can result in fines of up to Rs
15,000.

�!�����(���#��

Oil: World prices stayed firm above $30 a barrel on Tuesday,
worried by possible supply hiccups from Iraq and how the US
winter would be. Analysts say a stand-off between Baghdad and
the UN could disrupt flows of crude from Iraq, roughly 5 percent
of world exports.

Currencies : The dollar slumped on Monday, tumbling from it’s
9-month peak against the yen and falling 1.5 percent against the
euro, an outcome of protracted uncertainty about U.S. election
results. Jitters about possible European Central Bank intervention
to boost the euro also helped the single currency, although there
was no purchase. The dollar closed at 0.8512 against the euro and
at 110.64 against the yen on Monday.

INDIAN RUPEE OUTLOOK : The Indian currency ended Tuesday
at a new low against the dollar driven by corporate flows and sharp
falls checked by support from state-run banks. It ended at 46.885/
89 per dollar, breaching its previous closing low of 46.865/885, on
October 31. The outlook for the Rupee remains bearish on higher
oil prices, sluggish foreign fund inflows and the strengthing dollar.
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All rivers operate in the Autumn (Sep-Dec) and Spring (Feb-May), except the
Sun Kosi, which is operational only until June and the Trishuli, navigable
throughout the year. The international system of river classification for
rafting and kayaking is based on the gradient of the river flow and difficulty of
the rapids. Class I is easy moving water with few obstacles, while Class VI is
almost impossible to negotiate and meant strictly for professional rafters. If
you’re in reasonable physical shape, Classes I- III shouldn’t be a problem.
Beyond that require some rafting experience and confidence in water.
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RIVER DURATION CLASS COST
OF TRIP OF RAPIDS (AVERAGE)

Karnali 12 days (includes trek) III to IV $400
Kali Gandaki 3-7 days III to IV+ $99
Marshyangdi 5-6 days IV to V $250
Sun Kosi 8-10 days III to V- $350
Bhote Kosi 2 days III to V $80
Tamur 11 days (includes trek) III to V $650
Trishuli 1-2 days III to IV (IV in monsoon) $70
Seti 4 day Kayak clinic II to III $220
Arun 8 days (includes trek) NA $600
Lower Bheri 2-3 days NA $120
Source: Ultimate Descents and NARA
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Outstanding Nepali
students are choosing to
study in Canada. Across
the border from the USA,
University of Windsor offers
Top Class Undergraduate
(Bachelors) degree
programs in a World Class
environment.
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Our Computer Science,
Business, Engineering and
Arts programs are among
the best in North America.
These are challenging
programs.You have to be
good at the beginning,
because you will be great
when you graduate!
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TOKYO - Tokyo remains mum about
ex-Peruvian President Alberto
Fujimori’s request to stay in this
country, but more and more
Japanese are urging the government
to roll up the welcome mat. Many say
that the longer the 62-year-old Fujimori
stays, the harder it will be for Tokyo to
convince other nations that it had not
looked the other way while the former
leader was being accused of corrup-
tion, among other things, in Peru.

Fujimori, whose parents are
Japanese, arrived here on 17
November, supposedly to arrange for loans for Peru from the
Japan Bank for International Cooperation. But then he suddenly
announced his resignation as Peruvian president, and what was
supposed to be an overnight visit here is turning into a prolonged
diplomatic nightmare for Japan. His resignation has been
rejected by the Peruvian legislature, which fired him last week on
grounds of “moral unfitness”. Fujimori is also suspected of
having remitted as much as $18 million to Japanese bank
accounts after his political future in Peru had become tenuous at
best. Speaking last week, Fujimori termed the allegations part of
“a political plot” hatched by the Peruvian media. But Tokyo has yet
to say anything concrete about Fujimori, even failing to clear up
how long he would be permitted to stay or if he has in fact applied
for asylum.

Many Japanese were only too pleased to claim Fujimori,
elected President of Peru in 1990, as one of their own. But
concerns grew after he dissolved an opposition-controlled
parliament, drafted a new charter that gave him more power and
failed to curb the military’s human rights abuses. Fujimori won
an unprecedented third term last March, but his victory was
marred by accusations of electoral fraud. Then came a bribery
scandal involving his intelligence chief.

Activists here now question why Japan continued to pump
more overseas development assistance (ODA) into Peru even as
criticism over Fujimori’s dictatorial ways increased. In 1998
alone, Japanese ODA for Peru was a whopping $2.32 billion.
According to the activists, what happened in Peru only shows
why Japanese ODA needs to be more transparent. They also say
this is precisely why the dispensing of public money overseas
should keep to official guidelines that keep tabs on human rights
in developing countries. (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

���������������� �����
BONN - Technical co-operation between industrial and
developing countries should be widened to include
measures to strengthen the security sector, says a study by a
German think-tank. This does not imply, however, that donor
countries’ organisations should work closely with military, police
and crime prevention agencies, explains the author of the report,
Herbert Wulf, who heads the Bonn International Centre for
Conversion (BICC).

Wulf did the study for the German Agency for Technical Co-
operation (GTZ), which is in charge of implementing projects on
behalf of the German Ministry for Economic Co-operation and
Development. The report is purported to view development, not
as a compartmentalised issue, but as part of overall efforts to
enforce “global human security”, says GTZ director general
Bernd Eisenblaetter. A Human Development Report, published
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
1994, instituted the concept of global human security. The report
said: “The battle of peace has to be fought on two fronts. The first
is the security front where victory spells freedom from fear. The
second is the economic and social front where victory means
freedom from want.”

“Only victory on both fronts can assure the world of an
enduring peace...No provisions that can be written into the
Charter will enable the Security Council to make the world secure
from war if men and women have no security in their homes and
their jobs,” said the Human Development Report. Wulf pleads, in
his study for the GTZ, for a reform of the security sector, which
calls for implementation at several levels. Reforms at the political
level involve strengthening of the civil society, enabling it to
enforce a system of checks and balances. Reforms at the
economic and developmental levels calls for measures aimed at
disarmament, demobilisation of armed troupes, and their re-
integration into the society. Also the resources used for military
purposes should find a civilian use. At the societal level, says the
report, ways should be found to enable civil society control over
arms imports and the misuse of small weapons.

Against this backdrop, Wulf regards the demand for good
governance an important aspect of reform. This is also reflected
in the guidelines set out by the Development Assistance
Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) in May 1998. In a document,
published earlier this year, the DAC said: “The emerging
development approach to security-sector reform is manifestly
different from the ideologically-inclined and technocratic
approaches that create an accountable and effective security
sector.” � (IPS)
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For the second time this year, the Thai government showed that
it would not yield to those using what it considers “terror tactics”
on its soil in pursuit of political goals in other countries. Last
week, Thai commandoes killed nine Burmese nationals fleeing
to Burma after breaking out of a Thai jail, holding prison officials
hostage. The escaped prisoners were in jail on charges of
smuggling drugs across the border. Drug smuggling is
regarded by Thai authorities as one of the biggest threats to
national security, with young Thais increasingly falling prey to
drug abuse. The hostage taking follows other incidents involving
Burmese nationals that have threatened Thailand’s internal
security in the past year. These incidents have also reduced
Thai sympathy for those battling the military regime in Rangoon.

Thai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai said the action showed
that Thailand wouldn’t give in to such violence. Earlier this year,
when Burmese Karen rebels seized a hospital in the Thai
province Ratchaburi, 100 km from Bangkok, similar action was
taken. The rebels demanded that Thai military stop “assisting”
Burma’s military rulers. Though Thai authorities came under
flak from human rights groups for the ‘cold-blooded’ killing of the
Karen rebels, there was little public sympathy for the rebels this
time. Even the Thai media, normally supportive of the
dissidents’ battles, sharply criticized them.

The October 1999 seizure and hostage taking of the
Burmese embassy didn’t provoke much public outcry in
Thailand, though Thailand’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Sukhumbhand offered himself in exchange for the freedom of
scores of embassy officials and tourists, and travelled with the
rebels to the border. But, the incident severely strained Bangkok-
Rangoon ties, and Burma ordered Thai fishermen out of its
coastal waters. Thailand has moved quickly this time to prevent
a misunderstanding with Burma. Thai Foreign Minister Surin
Pitsuwan, in Singapore for a meeting of ASEAN leaders, met his
Burmese counterpart Win Aung to talk about the jailbreak. “It of
course would not affect relations between Thailand and Burma,”
he said a day before Thai commandoes gunned down the
hostage-takers. The Thai government is pushing Rangoon’s
military regime to respond to international concern about its
human rights record. It is also concerned about Burma’s role in
increasing drug abuse among Thai youth.

Political observers expect a change in Bangkok’s stance
toward Rangoon after national elections in January 2001. The
party tipped in opinion polls to replace Chuan’s government has
accused it of using a “Western approach” in dealing with Burma.
Instead, it favours greater economic cooperation between
Thailand and Burma. � (IPS)
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Saptahik Nepalipatra, 25 November

The All Nepal National Free Students’ Union (Revolutionary) have
stopped their 15th national convention mid-way and are now
preparing for a nationwide agitation. A press release yesterday
by ANNFSU president Devendra Parajuli stated that if the
government did not fulfill their 15-point demand by 7 December,
all schools in the country would close down for a week 8-14
December. The release also stated that the ANNFSU meeting,
which was held on 23 November, had already taken an
important decision in this regard. The demands relate to matters such as the one-shot lumpsum payment of
fees, singing of the national anthem, privatisation of the education sector, private and boarding schools,
national unrest and terrorising of people, the administration’s direct involvement in the education sector, rise
in the price of commodities and petroleum products. The statement warns that if these demands are not met
by 7 December all government-funded schools will close for a week. The release mentions the brave stand
taken by students when the police intervened and tried to disrupt their convention being held in Himal Middle
School and Ratna Rajya College, Kathmandu.

The union also says that if an agreement is not reached between the agitating Kathmandu Teachers
Association (Revolutionary) and the government, then all educational institutions in the country will close
down for an indefinite period. The government has said that it is studying the demands.

������������ !"��������������� ��#���$
Jana Ahwan, 24 November

The government must now face the wrath of the student bodies because it tried to suppress the student
convention. The president of the All Nepal National Free Students’ Union (Revolutionary) has warned that
the government has to take responsibility for all actions that will follow.

Students’ revolts have always led to the fall of governments. The students’ revolt of 1980 resulted in
the referendum being held. Students played a major role in the 1990 revolution and people should not forget
this. The government seems to be scared of the agitation started by the ANNFSU which is gaining a lot of
popularity. The announcement of an agitation soon after the incident at Ratna Rajya Campus has raised the
political fever of the nation. The meeting of the ANNFSU yesterday has confirmed that an agitation will start
soon and that it will shake the very foundation of this nation.

The demands put forward by the ANNFSU (Revolutionary)

Education-related demands
1 Stop schools from taking lumpsum fees in one shot immediately.
2 Abolish the teaching of Sanskrit. Mother tongues should be taught.
3 Abolish the national anthem.

Stop privatisation and commercialisation of schools
1 Government should take over private and boarding schools.
2 Stop the phasing out of +2 from the university immediately.
3 Stop taking loans from the IMF, WB and other nations that affect our education sector,

immediately.
4 Stop foreign interference in our education system.

People-oriented demands
1 Stop police interference in educational institutions and take action against those

responsible.
2 Make public the whereabouts of those who have disappeared, central president Lekhnath Poudel,

Ganga Shrestha, Rishi Ghimire, Jhak Bahadur Malla, Nirmal Acharya and Nep Bahadur Choudhary.

Issues related to people
1 Stop price rise, corruption and the commission system.
2 Withdraw the rise in prices of petroleum products.
3 Issue 10 litres worth of coupons per month to all students on the basis of identity cards.
4 Reduce by 50 percent prices for transportation, health, education and all other public areas.

National issues
1 Withdraw from all unequal and unjust treaties.
2 Get back all land that has been encroached upon [by foreign countries].
3 Make public papers on all unequal treaties and encroached land.
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����������� by DESMOND DOIG

atan’s temple to Balkumari is
beautifully located on the
outskirts of the town. The

city hasn’t reached it yet, and the
track that leads to it, a country
lane, is uneven, dusty, and flanked
by wild hedgerows. Great old trees
tower above the building on one
side, shading it in summer, and in
winter providing a screen of filigree
through which rolling countryside,
village, the valley wall and high
snow summits can be seen. In days
gone by it must have been a lonely,
isolated spot, probably forested, a
place where travellers halted briefly
and made offerings for a journey
begun or ended. A temple grew.

The pujari of the temple told
me that the original image was of
stone. Then, presumably
miraculously it supported images of
Balkumari on one side and Bhairab
on the other: it’s still there, in a
small pit below the more recent
metal image. I asked him if it was
true that Balkumari was a consort
of Bhairab, or a female mani-
festation of the god of terror. He
answered that she was married but
her husband’s identity was a closely
kept secret. He knew of course, but
he must never divulge the
information. The goddess’ husband is
just one of the mysteries surrounding
the goddess. Apparently, she is deeply
shrouded in them, mysteries that the
temple priests alone see in rare visions.
At least one of my books, which to a
page are strangely silent or hesitant
about the Patan Balkumari, do say she
is one of Bhairab’s many consorts but
the pujari greeted this information
with a look of exasperation and fairly
rude noise.

Why, I asked him, did the
exquisite gilded image of her in the
temple represent her riding a peacock?
Why was there a peacock on a high
stone pedestal facing the temple? That
apparently was a fairly modern
interpretation. She was originally a
stone goddess; presumably, though he
refused to say it, one of the early
mother goddesses. Then why Bal? If
she was a mother goddess, with a
secret, powerful consort, why was she
represented as a girl? My Nepali
friends and I were obviously
trespassing upon the mysteries. The
pujari wore a beatific smile which
could have been one of long suffering.

‘She has sisters,’ he volunteered.

������������	

‘Younger sisters. Mahalaxmi and
Sikhabhai.’ An intelligent young
man standing nearby suggested that
Balkumari was one of the
astamatrikas, but the pujari snorted
again. Her companions in the
temple are Ganesh, Bhairab,
Dakshin Kali, Mahalaxmi and
Bhairabi. Asked their significance,
the pujari gathered himself up and
walked away. ‘She is a goddess of
sickness,’ said the intelligent young
man. ‘Her powers are particularly
efficacious in the treatment of
dysentry and diarrhoea. People who
worship her and live under her
influence seldom suffer these
diseases. She is also propitiated by
the newly married and young men
straight from their thread
ceremonies.’

To sketch the early seventeenth
century temple, set in a small
sunken courtyard, its four
approaches guarded by large stone
lions, I climbed atop a nearby
building where interference from
passers-by was minimal. One of the
inevitable old men who crouch
about temples either as their official
or unofficial guardians asked my
driver what the American was
doing. Had he perhaps come to
steal the image? Apparently his
suspicions are well founded, though
why he got them confused with
Americans I can’t think. There are
three Bal Kumari images in Patan.
The main one is in the temple of
my sketch, another is in a prayer
house that once belonged to a
Malla king, and the third is in a
potters’ colony. The latter has
remained untouched. The one from
the Malla prayer house has been
stolen and recovered twice. The
temple deity has also been stolen
twice but never recovered: the
present image, of a lovely woman
riding a peacock, her head slightly
inclined, her slender hands in a
prayerful mudra is the second
replica. The handsome Ganesh
image that stands besides it is also
comparatively new, the original
having been stolen.

As I sketched the temple, a
small procession arrived carrying a
gilded image of Balkumari that
looked exactly like the one in the
shrine. It was dumped without
much ceremony against a pillar,
where passers-by, mostly women,
paid obeisance, or children tinkled
the small bells that are part of the

image.
The image has been stolen

several times. The first time it was
stolen it was recovered from the
customs before it could leave the
country. A devotee from Patan who
happened to be there at the time
instantly recognised the goddess.
Strangely, the image is light enough
for a single priest to carry easily.
Yet, in its box in the customs shed
it had assumed magical weight.

The second time this lovely image
was stolen it disappeared for a year.
When the three persons responsible
for stealing it fell out over its disposal,
the police got to know and it was
found in a private house buried in the
floor. Legend or coincidence; as the
image was uncovered, Patan was
rocked by an earthquake. Perhaps
divine intervention also prevented the
beautiful gilded finial being stolen
quite recently. A sudden high wind
unseated the thief as he dislodged his
golden prize from the temple roof so
that he fell with an alarming clatter
and broke his leg in the bargain. Easily
caught, he was bound to a post
supporting the temple bell and given a
sound beating. Ah yes, the finial he
attempted to steal was not the
original. That had been stolen ages
before.

The moral behind the story of
this lovely temple in sylvan
surroundings is surely that treasures
should not be kept in temptingly
isolated places. Not in today’s crass
world of image lifters. �
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urna Bahadur Vaidya has written over a twenty-year period
84 poems in Nepal Bhasa: La La Kha (Water is Water: a
collection of 84 poems refracted through water). Although

some of these poems have appeared in translation in Nepali
and in English, one can see from the concise alliterative La La
Kha how readily the intensity of the original is lost in translation.
The long-term commitment made to the craft of poetry and to
insight gained through repeated encounters with a single theme
should stand as a guideline for writers. Vaidya’s threefold
commitment—to the language he writes in, the society he lives
in and to the person he would become hones itself against
necessity. Water when seen as an elemental force, when
investigated in its own right, clarifies human endeavour. It is not
nature Vaidya is concerned with, but human nature. The
mirroring force of his poetry demands that one attend to the
details of living and not turn from the inevitability and power of
necessary action, be it personal, political or social.

In “Mutual Quest”, through the simple act of immersing
oneself in water, the experience of giving one’s self to
another is examined as a moment of mutual and self
definition. Sensuality establishes the basis for the
exploration, yet what emerges is an understanding of the
limits underpinning the encounter.

Mutual Quest
Only when naked
fully immersed
can I be touched throughout
Submerged,
I realise the warmth,
the pressure
Through touch I know
my own warmth
given over
What holds me fears
being fire, and
I fear those icy claws
To meet somewhere between
that’s our mutual quest,
our meeting point

In “The Restless Urge For Equality” a description of a river
flowing through land characterised as an ongoing encounter
between the freeing force of nature and bounding enclosure
of civilisation resolves itself with a statement of self
recognition that carries with it social acquiescence and
political commitment. The relentless force of water is
tempered by all that resists it, but it flows on, itself a
tempering force, and it is that levelling urge that draws it on.

The Restless Urge For Equality
Before moving water rounds itself
and rises ever so slightly
with an eye to sorting out where the land slopes
where depth lies
Encountered, the world gives it flow, direction, speed
As always water’s intention is to fill and raise
Where boundaries create you & me
where between yours & mine walls rise —it revolts
Gathering strength it flows,
and wherever it flows
as day follows day walls collapse,
boundaries are dismissed
In the absence of boundaries and walls
we see wider land—where water calmly, naturally, moves

      on
This struggle tells me
that the character of the land is uneven
Tempered by the speed of the flow
my own innate desire
is the equality I seek

In La La Kha, Purna Bahadur Vaidya, avoiding the rhetoric
of his contemporaries, has become the most unlikely of
political poets, while his exacting descriptions purifies poetic
language in Nepal today. For he has identified in nature a
force that cannot be denied; staying close to that force and
recognising its qualities, he has clarified his own vocation as
a poet. Through understanding nature—not praising its
majesty nor playing with its illusive forms—he has explored
what it is to be human. Clear yet sensual; understated, yet
political—underpinning commitment with a sure sense of
what is and an intent to continue until limits are unbounded
and privilege is undone—these water poems distil from
Nepal Bhasa a fine and bracing liquor ready to be decanted.

(Poems from La La Kha were translated by Wayne Amtzis
and Purna Bahadur Vaidya.)

�*��
,�
����. by WAYNE AMTZIS
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The tree is gone, but the ambience around this elegant three-tiered temple
of Balkumari is still the same today as 25 years ago.
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1. Tricky sensory perception
(3)

4. Peripheral, like the Derby
Lunatics (6)

10. Rao moved the
catamaran (3)

11. Organisation in fixed
orbit (6)

12. Status no change (3)
13. Kangaroo, Kookaburra or

Foster’s (6)
14. Clear the auditory socket

(6)
16. Spots the commercial (3)
17. Take the pressure off (4)
18. Equine force (2)
20. Bark with bone in mouth

(2)
22. Dizzy, or frizzy perhaps

(4)
26. Hail yellow (3)
29. Take the route past the

antenna (6)
31. Prepare the sack (6)
33. Put two and two together

(3)
34. Motions to the edges (6)

35. Draw after being neck
and neck (3)

36. Nasal jet propulsion
attempt (6)

37. Offspring of the circus (3)
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1. Chef’s crowning glory (5)
2. Birches after the steam

(5)
3. Holds up the stage (5)
4. German lady (4)
5. Take with the smooth (5)
6. Squat on the determiner

(3)
7. Houston star gazers (4)
8. National transmission

tangle (4)
9. Sights a shifty pair (4)
15. Spanish holler at the big

cat (3)
19. Equal on the green (3)
21. Spin in the ballroom,

triple time (5)
23. Sanctions against the

Italian auto (5)
Terms and conditions
1 The contest is open to everyone, except employees of Himalmedia

Pvt  Ltd and Infocom Pvt Ltd.
2 In case of more than one correct entry, the winner will be decided by

lucky draw.
3 Entries have to reach Himalmedia, by 5 pm,

Tuesday.
4 The winner will be announced in the coming issue.
5 The prize has to be collected from Himalmedia within a week of the

announcement. Please come with an ID.

Name.............................................................................
Ph.......................email...................................................
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Out of 9 correct entries the
lucky winner is Subash
Shakya

24. Video was indicted for
the killing (5)

25. Archaic for the
yesteryears (5)

26. Drink out of the Zodiac
overlap (4)

27. Unknown, archaic for
soon (4)

28. Say cheese (4)
30. Otherwise, cut steel (4)
32. The hero’s number (3)
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KATHMANDU

If you are wondering why the air has suddenly cleared, it is the
sucking action of this elegant cyclone just swirling into the Tamil
Nadu coast. A weather band that was a part of this system came up to
eastern Nepal, but was quickly blown away by westerly winds. A
weather system from the west passed over Nepal with only a sprinkling
of snow in Jumla this week. The present cold air mass blowing in from
Tibet will bring down temperatures further and blow away the North
Indian haze for a week more. The next westerly weather pattern is
fairly long way off, and may not affect Nepal till the middle of next
week. Likelihood of winter rains is still low, and November has passed
with zero precipitation in most of Nepal: a fairly rare occurrence.
Kathmandu will have cold mornings with bright and warm days.

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com
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Aago - Ranjana (221191), Ganga Chalchitra
Basanti - Plaza 1
Darpan Chhaya - Bishwa Jyoti (221837), Krishna (470090), Prithivi
(Online Booking), Nava Durga (Online Booking)
Dhukdhuki - Goon (Ga) (520668)
�� 
����

Gopi - Gopi (470090)
Jung - Ashok
Kahin Pyar Na Ho Jaaye - Goon (Kha), Manakamana, Metro, Tara
(476092)
Kurukshetra - Goon (Ka), Shivdarshan
Mission Kashmir - Plaza 2, Radha
Mohabbatein - Padma
Shikari - Kumari (414932)
Online bookings at <www.nepalshop.com>

Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival
1-4 December (Friday-Monday) at the Russian Cultural Centre, Kamal
Pokhari, presenting select documentaries, docu-dramas and films on
mountains from 20 countries but covering a wider geographical
terrain. First day, public screenings being at 3 pm after the
inauguration ceremony. Other days, shows begin at 10.00 am onwards
in two halls. Repeat screenings will be held on the fourth day of the
festival on popular demand. All films are in English or have subtitles.
Organised by Himal Association. Tickets Rs 20 per screening. Tickets
available at the venue. 542544.

	
��	��
West Side Story. A fund raising
presentation of the musical by Rato
Bangala School Theatre Troupe.
Wednesday, 6 December. 5.30pm. Royal
Nepal Academy Hall. Tickets: 1500, 1000,
500, 250,100. 522614.


����
Charity Piano Concert. Performance of European Classics (Bach,
Beethoven, Chopin), American Classic (Gershwin, Joplin) and Popular
Tunes (including from the Sound of Music) by American Pianist
Douglas Weeks to generate funds which will be donated to Agro-
Forestry Basic Health and Co-operatives/Nepal (ABC/Nepal) and the
Women Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC) to help their efforts to
combat women and child trafficking. Sunday, 3 December. 7-9 pm.
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Baudha. Rs 350. Available at: American Centre
(415845), ABC/Nepal (630346), Hyatt Regency Hotel (491234),
AWON, WOREC (494815) and Phora Durbar Recreation Centre
(228548).

Live Jazz at The Jazz Bar, Hotel Shangrila.
Featuring this month – A host of jazz bands
including Elainef Mc Innes & Chris Masand with the
Jazz Commission, the Swingtones, the Latin Lovers
and others playing Cole Porter, Gershwin, Brubeck
and Coltrane. 412999.

�����
Beetle Mania for Charity. Volkswagen Beetle rally from Kathmandu to
Dhulikhel organised by Ganesh Foundation to raise money for cleft
lip operations for Nepali children. Owners, drivers and a mechanic (if
you need one) start from Hotel Yak and Yeti after breakfast and end at
Himalayan Shangrila Hotel with lunch. 9 December, Saturday. Entry
fee Rs 200. You can also sponsor a harelip operation for a Nepali
child for Rs 6,000 and take part in the rally. susan@ics.wlink.com.np
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