VIEW POINT

| EXCLUSVE |
Just do IT

Nepal finally has an Information
Technology (IT) strategy. “We've
missed the industrial revolution and
the green revolution, but we don't want
to miss this one,” said Surendra
Chaudhary, our S&T minister who is a
self-confessed fan of India’s
cybercrat, Chandrababu Naidu.
Chaudhary reckons Nepal can earn
Rs10 hillion from exporting IT
products in five years. Nepal wants to
model itself after Naidu's Andhra
Pradesh, but the private sector says
the government has got one thing
wrong: Indian industry gets duty-free
hardware and software imports. In
Nepal, we still tax the knowledge
economy. Equipment coming into the
proposed IT Park in Banepa will have
a one-percent duty for five years. There
have been no major investors in
Nepal since 1997, and from the look
of it, the new policy is not going to
change that. Here's a tip for an
amendment: allow duty-free hardware
and software imports and provide
incentives to this dollar-earning
industry.

Paramilitary

Dunai is history. Then came the
Mauoist strike at Kalikot. The Army was
partially deployed in 16 districts, but
the palace and the cabinet are playing
ping-pong with the proposed
ordinance on an Armed Security
Force. This week the government
finally got its way on one point: the
paramilitary will not be governed by
the National Security Council.

SHRIBHAKTA KHANAL

here nay be a r owbr ew ng bet veen
tlrrjaarde om blaed trak

but inthevast uderground | ndo- Nl
cajabs nesssthingsood dit besmadher.
Inth sreradticfreerarke, thepricesae
fixdinadate dfiddsaepgealy
gesad adthealylastra g yhere
aethelas d sypd y and denard

Irtreg dird entraders e begnto
vaturedspi toNgd ' smdills
sy yi ngrari j uerasexs ancred
rovid ngtecn cd knowhow adeven
ariadtud etes mtoshs savefarars
toset pdataias. They conebeck a
hervest tinetopay far theganjacrgpad
takeit agyintruds, occatsa porter
beck. Q@r investi getionshovsthet Ny s
gowrg3mllionkgd garja(dried
rarij uarad ats) adderas (cavetraed
resn eayyer wthasreg vl led R 6
Hllionfa “eqot” tolrd aeeryyear. Bt
dxit lokfa thsctainaydfidd
Hlded trakfigresheasetreatire
irdetryisilled. Tealtivdi madtrake
isganganwththefu | knodedge (ad
W | ythecamivae) o | acd
govermant, pdice adevenMa st cadre
woprod cepraedtintouvi| | egrs e st
dfidd rerassnat.

Just 20kmsauthof Kat hnandu \dl | ey
inthened et edadreoed essrej as o
Mkvwanpur Dstrict, Tanang and Gepang
villagersviorever genenouhfoodto
fedthar famliesaeturnmgos thar
teracestogaja Beninthedy sessm
thevd | -rairta redfamsarel ishwth
raurenarijuaad atsreadyfa hervest.
Vet chtoners provi deal ookaut agai st
pdicepetrdsthet sotinsscarryat He f-
heartedra cstodestroyags. Vllagrstdd
wpdicealydstroytheagsd these
wohaeit pa dthemdf, s lytheredly
por peesats. Bi theyarait coplang
smethedatsaereadytod uk ayvey.
Asaefanr tddwswitharug smle
“Trepd i cedbar vark far us by atting
treripedats.”

Adthe farnar isaNge i Gnyess
vorker imgos gaia Hetddusthe
pdiceradsdrit red|yafed hmmoot
“Thera ds you read aboout i n Kat hnandu
ppasaed| fae Adwenthareisa
grjahad, yaucntesuretheyae
soy erswod dit py of therigt
peode” @epdicesorcetd dustradys
tadi ggajatolrd apay pd i cepostsafixed
raed B2A0pa sak, adtheareism
berga ning Apossed 6 pd i cenenvert
mashorgasegajaradlast narth, bt it
vasd e nichd thisvesbegdoeasa
pldicrddiaseadse Srevllags
begoed the pd i ceto sparet hebecause
theyhednathingtoest, andit vas dvi as
thepd i cenenverej st dorgit far the

CHANDRA KISHORE JHA

#21

15 - 21 December 2000

20 pages Rs 20

Beetlemania

10-11

Under My Hat

Kathmandu’s Mating Season 20

GANJA NATI ON

cawrss. Ldit Bedr Rgaveshairga
chet wththecgswocaetohi s
honestead. Hetd dthem “Look, | don't
haefad | sunviveanrats,
| cartt dfardrice Ben
Gdpraectsthepoor.” The
pdiceensredhisaqp

Fo sus gevefamarsin
Mkvapur, Bra, Prsaad
Ded g, thenari j uaratraceisa
godsend. They buy nari j uena seads
frairdansypdiersa R 100per
kgonaredt, thelrd astd | therhow
torutuethed at, ot ved g
irri geti nandhervesti ngtedi ques. The
d der farnars dor' t neadtobetaugt-they
usedtogroamari j Lenabef are the Nyl
gover mernt vies per suaded t o ben
nari j uerai n 1973 ucer pressurefranthe
WSgover et after Lsa dtoNgpdl vies
ol edtocopersaefa thel oss o
rede

Trepessatsy at thessss adcangov
Ytokgd gajainaekatha
(Q3hetares) d lad Inthenoresitdie
dinteadnuist sadysd|sd Mkvar
adDed g aekathacanyid dasmchas
kg Wnthelrd antrede returrs, he
shtradstreadacetecpefa thessasad
pays B I0pe kgd garjainthel ean
s Bi thesaeargpsd dtoaNyd i
mdd eanwll mat gt thefarnar narethen
R 1000dri rghervestirg “If yaucansd |
dredlytothelrd asyuearnnre” ae
farmrtddws “Bt | I ipagptothe
villapheedhnsol (7t less” Ather farmar,
AU rayaRg a saysmdd eendtended
her. “Treyg ves aly 20a I0rypessfar a
Digsak,” desas FrnarsinRrsage
better prices b mysod ceetothebrdlr they
aeind rett tachvithbuersadioest they
cannakeas nuchas | R 200(R 3 20) far

algd pja

Dirt poor Nepali villagers have a new
cash-crop: they are growing manjuana
inillicit plantations that produce Rs 6
billion worth gamjaannually for the

Indian market.
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EXTRAORDINARY NEPALIS

In media schools, they teach you that news is whatever is out of the
ordinary. This is the woman-bites-bitch rule of journalism. When positive
becomes commonplace, it is negative that makes the news. Thousands
of buses travel safely to their destinations every day. That does not make
news. It is the bus that falls into the Trisuli that is reported.

Having said that, buses are now falling so frequently into the Trisuli
that it takes a threshold fatality of at least three passengers before it is
even reported by the national news agency. Usually, it needs at least ten
dead to be broadcast on Radio Nepal (unless some bigwig is on board),
and 15 to make it to the evening television news. Like a tree that topples
in the middle of a forest, unless there is someone there to witness the
event, it hasn't happened.

It is the same with the Maoist body count. When a schoolteacher is
hacked to death in Gorkha, or a VDC chairman is shot in Baglung while
jogging, it is for the inside pages. A day after we wrote an editorial on this
subject earlier this month, eleven policemen were killed in Kalikot. It was
a blip in the media radar screens, and faded away within a day. The
surnames of those killed in Kalikot showed they represented castes and
communities from Dhankuta to Dadeldhura—sons of poor Nepali
families who joined the police because they needed jobs. Only one
newspaper knelt to interview the widow of the constable from Dang, and
chronicled the tragedy for a far-away family of one life lost.

The other thing about news is the pace with which it happens.
Sudden events are news, tragedies that unfold slowly are not news.
Thousands of babies drying up and dying of diarrhoeal dehydration do
not make it to the news. To take notice, media demands that they die
suddenly and spectacularly. So, the fact that more Nepali mothers die at
childbirth than anywhere else in the world is not really newsworthy for us.

It is a big dilemma for the Nepali media to cover corruption. When
corruption becomes widespread, and even accepted, it is not news
anymore. In fact, coverage of corruption is so rare that when it does
happen the average reader’s reaction is that the story is motivated and
media itself is corrupt. The nasty Conde Naste Traveller has now
pronounce Nepal “one of the most corrupt countries on earth” Where do
you even begin to cover graft when everything is so graft-ridden? How do
you prioritise theft: by magnitude of the money involved, by the misery it
generates, by the sheer injustice, or a blatant disregard of the common
good? Which is the bigger evil: a petrol pump owner who openly admits
mixing cheaper kerosene in diesel, an international civil servant who
takes kickbacks on maternity hospitals, a ministry which makes $150 for
every hour that a leased jet is in the air?

All right, if evil is so rife this is what we will do: we will cover the out-of-
ordinary. We will profile honest bureaucrats, the immigration officer who
refuses to be on the take, the MP who walks to the House, the
policewoman who will insist that you pass your driving test, VDC
chairmen who work tirelessly to ensure the well-being of their
constituents. These Nepalis are news because they are extraordinary.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT

We have heard of hotel

workers going on strike,

but only in Nepal will you

see hotel owners

throwing guests out into

the streets as we saw on

Monday. This must

belong somewhere in

Ripley’'s Believe It Or Not.

So we are now back to

square one. If all it took

was the prime minister’s

‘assurance” to persuade hotel owners to open up for business why didn't
the prime minister give them that assurance at the beginning of
November? If all it took was a meeting with the deputy prime minister to
tell the party-controlled unions to get back to work why didn’t he do that
earlier? Instead, we had this tripartite charade of hotelwallahs, unions
and the government playing hide-and-seek. For what? To bring us back to
where we started. Nothing has been resolved: the same cliffhanger
situation is slated for a repeat end-January.

There we have it: hotels may be open for business but there are no
guests because everyone has gone somewhere else. Tour operators in
Japan and Europe are not going to be in a hurry to send guests our way.
The Christmas and New Years booking looks bleak. Meanwhile, the
country's economy is suffering losses of up to Rs 265 million a week.
Way to go, everyone!
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BenthoughNpd ismat a

Nepal is not a substantial contributor to climate change and may not suffer
its worst immediate impact, but it could be seriously affected by melting
glaciers like Tsho Rolpa (above).
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LR henwthd edtriaty. B/gving
cadt far thesardcarbmtothe
inesta, wocanthenusei t
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Kaotargets, the @MMencourages
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cod dsurpessthet of Arex|
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a Cr6(a inthedficd
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emssi as adregiti et ed
redctios s ngthet asa
ledire

It hesrecat!ybeenreported
thet the Averi cans and
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ther d fferences since The Hige
andthat anageenent mght be
hanner ed out bef ore Qi st nas.
If th s heppers, thel§ato
Ratocd nay i ndeed novefarly
Ui ddytoerdsraificaim
Nypd nescstobu lduypitsaality
tonanegetheinpacts of clinate
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nesdstoatract i nvestrertsirno
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atitlemrtsasthebesi sfar
negati ai ngemssi anredcti asin
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Bikash Pandey is an energy
expert and director at

ogewththeadersei mpects o sustatid artribua todirae reslt ingressanar brdas. povered by hydropover. It i's shod dhaveeqd etitlenert to | Winrock-REPSO Nepal.
LETTERS
OIL AND CORRUPTION balance. You in the media may “immense human dignity” or | VOLUNTEERS

Much as | would like to, it is
becoming more and more
difficult to find something to
feel good about Nepal.
Reading your page one piece
“Nepal oil corruption” (#19)
was for me the final straw.
Something as open and
direct as adulteration cannot
be stopped even when the
culprits are mixing kerosene
with petrol in broad daylight.
And boasting about it! It
points to failure of
governance and a failure of
civil society. When a middle
class becomes so apathetic
that it cannot be outraged by
something as glaring as this
it has a sinister implication—
it means democracy is not
working as a check and

highlight these issues, but
what use is it if the institutions
that are supposed to act on it
(the legislature, judiciary,
consumer groups and
government) don't care?

Sam Shrestha
via Internet

Why are our party leaders
such a bunch of jokers?
Madhav Nepal with his
supporters protested in front
of Singha Durbar (#12) but
instead of protesting about the
hike in petrol prices they
should first think about the
real problems our country is
going through like
unemployment, education,

corruption and Maoists who
are causing chaos in the
villages.
Max Mali
Pune

Thank you for your front page
on petroleum adulteration
(#19). Through your paper I,
as a Nepali consumer, want to
tell this to the government, |
don't care about rising prices.
In fact, double the price of
fuel—but make sure we get
what we pay for. And | have
another message for the
opposition: stop shouting
about fuel price hike, do
something about adulteration
and the corruption that feeds it.
J Alders
Pokhara

HERE AND THERE

Daniel Lak: you'll have to start
practicing throatsinging in my
garden. Having seen Genghis
Blues, | too couldn't tell if it
was a tale of, as you say,

one told by “New Orientalists”.
(Here and There, #20) White
boys in Mongolia: | was wary
from the start. My Orientalist
radar did beep several times
during the film, but | was so
won over by Paul Pena that |
eventually threw away that
radar. Pena never arms
himself against his unfamiliar
milieu; he opens his heart to
viewers, exposing his inmost
joys and anguishes, and
offering us the gift of his
humanity. That the rest of us
might remain equally open
when we travel...or even
when we see travel
documentaries.

Manjushree Thapa
Kathmandu

| couldn’t help but notice that
your #20 was a particularly
stunning issue. | thought that
the feature on page 6
“Goodwill ambassadors”
was especially well
researched, and written with
just the right sense of
empathy, analysis and
appreciation.

Simon Forrester
Officer,UNV Programme

CORRECTION

The credit for the two
pictures illustrating the story
“One step forward, two steps
back” (page 4, #19) should
have gone to Nick Dawson
instead of what inadvertently
appeared. - Ed.
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Nepal’s ISP e-conomics

BINOD BHATTARAI
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oapen esbeg ntofd dup
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H ooest roecd ok dstructingthe
gothd Irterg Lsas” 35
Rj eshld Sresthe, Mreg g
Drector o Infocom oedf anew

After five years of exponential growth, Nepal’s Internet
market is stifled by the high local phone tariffs.

abaut 10pa saper comectionar
|es”

Lifefa | 9% nay songet
herder. Nyl Tel econnoni cat i ons
Qrporation (NG, our nonopd y
td groreretverk over, i's
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taiffs. TreNCsaysuwsed its
irnterretiad serviossiscom ad
thepraqusedhikevil | hd phd ster
d mn shirgrevenues. 1t danas

“The cost of a phone call is the biggest
roadblock obstructing the growth of
Internet users,” says Rajesh Lal
Shrestha, Managing Director of Infocom.

gadiond 135 “Atoky's
narket gothraeandtd eghoe
deges, ant Ff o thel Fsve
have nay shut dominabout a
year. Yucamat stayinbus ness
lagwthearn ngsthet average
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cant rasel od taiffs” Sretha
ated
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usars. Thetruthoad dbe
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VAYVHOVYECYE NIW

early in the game?

Tel ecomnoni cat i ons At harity
begnli casi VAN Lser's, | 95
rdiedontheNICfar the r
comoni cati as neads. This
i rd wdeverythi rgframgtting
td eghonecometti astord yimgan
NTCsretverktoget throughto
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Srpoe Idaa thels Tt is
rol ager thecase, eventhauch
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andi scertany chegper thenviet
| 9% pay \F SN senvi ceprovi s,
VA stads far \ery Sl |
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dfativestdlited uinfa s
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“Wrd y mspesdadaccuray. |f

Should we struggle to prop up an
inefficient government monopoly whose
real costs are unknown? Or should we
prepare ourselves to become cost-effective
netizens by formulating the right policies

| gt afadtycometti nanaFidy
eaing & NCspeceit wil be
ree redred vesk.”
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alessat'. Itsalyanvestoete
therarket degd yadfadt. It
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by th s ureasoed e denand. He
dad ‘Wil gweywacatd e
andyoucandoeverythi ng
yargdf.”

Wthth skirdd service even
the 2 000 suscri bers the NIChes
sestoonay. Bt thstad itsdf

HERE AND THERE

by DANIEL LAK
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indlectud proorti as. Bi thesedays, anAwricantdevisn
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Talk to my lawyer
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Lawyers dominate democratic
governments—the political equivalent of
letting the fox baby-sit the chickens.
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UitedSaesisal ayer, alavrdessor actud ly. Henat hiswfe dso
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Five-star fracas

Just to recap:

+ Two hotel unions decided to go on indefinite strike from
11 December demanding a 10 percent service charge on top
of their salaries.

+ Hotel owners said no way, and threatened a lockout.

* The government belatedly intervened and on the eve of
the strike convinced the unions to agree to a two-month
moratorium.

+ Sulking hotel owners said we've lost business anyway
so we will remain closed, and started evicting guests from
their own hotels.

¢ Prime minister met
hotel owners and
coaxed them to reopen,
which they did.

A rift between
tourism entrepreneurs
prompted owners to
reluctantly lift the
lockout “in the interest
of the economy”. But
travel trade sources tell
us much of the damage
has already been done.
Many Christmas and
Millenium bookings
have been cancelled,
airlines have curtailed flights and hotels are nearly empty.
“The situation is murky,” said one hotel owner. “Since there is
no business for the next few months it would have been
better to remain closed and force the issue once and for all.”
Some HAN members are angry that after all this heartbreak,
the issue has not been resolved, only postponed. In two
months, the tourism industry will have to go through the
whole bitter experience again. A high-level government
mediation panel is looking into the union demand for service
charge and is supposed to come up with a recommendation
in two months.

Gestsleavimghatd i nkat hnanol
on Moy duri ngthe 24-hour | ockaut .

No school

With the government unable to provide security to schools
that wanted to defy a 8-14 December closure called by a pro-
Maoist student union, most schools all over Nepal (even
international schools in Kathmandu) remained closed this
week. Talks between the student union, parent reps, school
teachers and the government failed to find a way out. Not
surprising given the nature of the 15 demands put forward by
the students’ group
which included return
of Nepali territory
occupied by “foreign
powers”, free
secondary education,
nationalisation of
private schools,
banning the national
anthem and the
teaching of Sanskrit.

The Private and Boarding School Organisation, Nepal
(PABSON) says it's had enough. It will not abide by future
threats to close schools. It is seeking support of all parents,
teachers, students and school authorities to ensure educa-
tion is not disrupted. It has also called upon national and
international human rights agencies to monitor such threats.
Among the Maoist demand is nationalisation of private
schools, which presently accounts for the education of about
1.5 million students and employment for over 75,000
teachers and administrative staff.
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Maoists
and
marijuana
in
Makwanpur

Replace cocaine with
cannabis, Colombia with
Nepal and you have it: leftist guerrillas involved in protecting an illegal
narcotic crop. Since the farmers growing ganja are mostly poor peasants,
local Maoist cells in Makwanpur have got a cause they can fight for. And
both have a common enemy: the police patrols who regularly raid ganja
plantations. Two months ago Maoists attacked the Makawanpur police
post to warn them not to harass ganja farmers in northern Makwanpur.
The Assistant Sub-Inspector of Kalikatar police post told us it would be
impossible for him to send patrols anymore to the ganja region for fear
of Maoist ambushes. The police have even withdrawn from posts in
Dandakharka and Kandarang because of Maoist activity, according to
Makwanpur's Superintendent of Police Narendra Khaling. Local
residents spread scare stories to police patrols, telling them Maoists
have booby-trapped the trail. The Maoists are not actually growing
marijuana themselves, but they have told farmers not to payoff police
since they will provide them protection.
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Vo with visi
The Bhutanese refugee children’s photography project

The Rose Class

The Rose Class was a participatory photography project that ran during the summer of
1998 in Beldangi Il Extension camp, which houses 10,000 Bhutanese refugees. The
project worked with 13 Bhutanese refugee students, aged between 15 and 17, teaching
them photography and providing them with a medium through which to document and
write about their lives. The group called themselves the Rose Class because the
beautiful rose was their favourite flower.

During the project, through photographs, writing and painting the group recorded day
to day life in the camp and their hopes, fears and frustrations. The Rose Class became a
platform from which the students could tell outsiders their stories and their dream that
they might one day be able to return to Bhutan. The Rose Class put together an
exhibition of their work in the refugee camp and this was followed by a collaborative
exhibition with Street Vision in London. The students of the Rose Class have spent
nearly half of their lives living in the camps. The Rose Class was organised by Photo
Voice, a London-based group dedicated to raising awareness and providing means of
creative empowerment to displaced persons around the world.
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Japanese consulting firm Nippon Koei has nearly finalised a study on an alternative road
leading out of Kathmandu Valley which would avoid the Thankot bottleneck and cut commuting
time by half.

The proposed road will link Sitapaila in the Valley with Dharke in Dhading district, avoiding
the Naubise-Thankot stretch, one of Nepal's busiest roadways. The Naubise-Thankot road
was upgraded three years ago to support 3,000 vehicles daily, but over 2,800 cars, buses and
trucks already use it every day, and the number is growing by 7.5 percent each year.

Another study by the Department of Roads says that the annual average daily traffic at
Thankot and Kalanki points was as high as 5,990 and 14,300 vehicles per day. The 25.4 km
link from Sitpaila will take 34 months to complete, cost Rs 4 billion to build and another Rs
654 million to compensate landowners along the alignment.

Duty drawback \

- e

The government’s inability to make duty drawback payments on 3

time has frustrated exporters, mainly three major Indian joint ﬂ.‘\ -2
ventures: Nepal Lever, Dabur Nepal and Colgate-Palmolive, the %
largest sellers of Nepal-made goods in India. Nepal Lever alone
has Rs 163 million blocked in the form of duty drawback, about 14 percent of its total exports,
the company says. The money payable to the three companies is over Rs 400 million.

The Department of Industries and the Ministry of Finance arrange the payments. Lever
officials say that of the claims submitted so far, only Rs 17 million has been settled. Some of
the claims date back to 1997-98. The government introduced the new duty drawback system to
remedy a situation where exporters could import goods after paying 50 percent customs duty
and claim refunds after exporting finished goods.

Hukam certified

The International Organisation for Standardization has awarded Hukam Pharmaceuticals
Private Limited (PHPL) 1SO9002 certification, the first for a pharmaceutical company in Nepal.
The certification means Hukam'’s products are of international standards, and paves the way
for the company to aim at international sales. I1SO is a federation of bodies that sets production
standards in 130 countries.

Sick mill

Lack of working capital and raw material forced closure of the Hetauda Textile Industry last
week. The mill, with an annual capacity of 11 million metres of textiles, had been operating only
for a few hours each day since early November until raw materials finally ran out last week.
This is not the first time the factory has stopped weaving, and every time the operations halted,
the government has restarted the looms by injecting more money. This has cost the
government over Rs 85 million till date. Factory sources say they need Rs 130 million to get
working, after paying overdue salaries and making provident fund deposits.

Orthodox tea

llam Tea Producers Pvt Ltd (ITPPL) has begun marketing high quality orthodox tea in 150 and
200gram sachets aimed at promoting the brand in international markets. At present, Nepali
orthodox tea finds its way to Germany and Japan.

Nepal produces some of the world’s best orthodox leaf in the eastern hills and many
farmers sell the leaf to processors in India’s Darjeeling district. Growers say llam produces
better quality leaf because the plants are younger, though climatic conditions are similar
across the border. Nepal now annually produces 700,000 thousand kg of orthodox tea and 7
million kg of CTC tea, the most widely available form in the market. The government also has
ambitious plans to bring 30,000 hectares of land under tea cultivation in the next few years.
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Histoncal blunderers

We have never learnt to deal with our problems.
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Readers can post their views and
discuss issues at

arthabeed@yahoo.com

Grindlays Gazette

FOREIGN CURRENCY : Interest rates

INTEREST RATE UPDATE CURRENCY UPDATE
NEPALIRUPEE CURRENT% PREVIOUS% AG/USD CURRENT*  WK/AGO  %CHG
Call Money Avg. 5.25 5.50 OlL(Barrel) 28.44 3229 -1192
70 Days t/hill 4,86 GOLD(Ounce) 272.50 269.80 +1.00
91 Days t/hill 5.26 5.29 GOLD (NPR¥) 7200 7110  +1.27
364 Days t/bill 5.73 6.18 EUR 0.8832 0.8763  +0.79
Repo. rate 5.76 5.79 GBP 1.4443 14383 +1.37
Average rate of 91 days and 364 days T/Bill dipped lower Py 11079 110.96 -0.15
on aggressive hidding by some of the commercial banks. | HF 1.7077 1.7277 -1.16
The average rate of 91 days T. Bill is expected to remain
under pressure in the coming weeks unless the liquid AUD 0.5438 0.5386  +0.97
banks park their surplus liquidity in the secondary INR 46.75 46.83 -017
market. Expected range for next week 4.20 to 4.30 %. : : i
*Currency bid prices at 12.30 p.m. on 11/12 - Source Reuters
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EXCLUSIVE LEATHER
BOUTIQUE

Designer made Suede and Nappa Leather Garments & Bags

With experience we understand that leather is a “Transformist” Par
excellence, and our garments are the perfect example of how the creative
talent of our workers transforms and coaxes leather in to a beautiful piece of
art. We also provide custom tailoring.

Visit Us For Quality, Durability & Total Satisfaction

ZealRease

(Behind Bluebird Supermarket)
Hotel Radisson Road, Lazimpat.
PO Box: 2492, Kathmandu, Nepal, Phone: 428497

USD EUR GBP JPY CHF
LENDING 950 650 6.00 1.50 5.13
LIBOR(1IM) 6.71 496 599 0.82 3.44
BANK RATES (DEPOILENDING) Mkt Hi/Lo Mkt Avg
SIANPR 6.0/13.5 5.23
FID1YR 7.5/6.0 6.73
OVERDRAFT 15.5/12.5 13.54
TERM LOAN 14.5/13.0 13.37
IMPORT LN 13.0/10.5 11.52
EXPORTLN 13.0/10.0 10.63
MISC LOAN 17.5/13.5 15.03

Oil : Strong selling pressure in the wake of expectations of Iraq
resuming its oil exports in the next few days sent crude oil prices
sliding down last week. Suspension of Iraq’s exports has already
cut oil flow by some 25 million barrels, as Iraq exports about 2.3
million barrels per day, a fifth of world oil trade.

Currencies : The U.S dollar has been under pressure against
the Euro and other European currencies over the past two
weeks amid mounting evidence of a slowdown of the U.S
economy. The dollar was locked in tight range against the Yen
with the market on tenterhooks as it awaited a U.S Supreme
Court ruling to decide who would be the next president.

INDIAN RUPEE OUTLOOK : The Indian rupee firmed slightly
as sentiments were buoyed by a drop in global crude oil
prices and a surge in foreign exchange reserves to a new
high. Reserves rose by $4.28 billion over the past month,
driven by inflows from State Banks. Data on Saturday
showed foreign exchange reserves up by $730 million to a
record high of $39.021 billion in the week ending December 1.

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR NEPALI TIMES

6 months 1 year
SAARC countries US$25 US$48
Other countries US$40 US$75

marketing@nepalitimes.com
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oaudot needtogotoJonsam
ayre a rdymthe
e aEtyd tradlirgfrietsto
savour Mistang s ui oy gd denad

redgu es. Mstange syau (Mstayg
qe), diedgdes, gyl ejarad
brandy are nowi n Kat hnandu and
Ridera

Keshniri, @i resead S ma
i saedegy, bt Metaesyal
aetheAphosod guies.
@ ssarssythegped d the
g eliesinitsspabflaar,
etacadbytheaoati cpresaved
h ghHral ayanveter. “The Junha
syalisastastyht tregperaved
N agesyaubypessesd | ahas,
Treyarenunber aeinSuthAsia”
says pondl og st Gpel Frased
Sresthg, vintrarsgy efamars

arpha

adooddsresercha the
AriadtueNrigry sDredzaded
Frut Bave quart.

Tregy esaelragt inby
RikeraRuits@tre(FQ in
odldrainwthHmali AyoGrtre
(HG. Treevaridiesdf Mstag
g esaeaald ei nkamarduad
Ritera pri cedacoard rgtoflavar
adaaa TeesRyd Midos (B
MNky, GdnlHidos(RkY
adRd¥idos (R 6EYkY. Died
Mst ag g esarepopd a anargthe
ddlyfa “tingess'.

Tregy esarechepinNstag a
R 28 kg Bt inkahnand s
Supernarket s you coul dpay Upto R
10fa akil gyard theheaaly
frut. “SresyErnarkashae
capl a nedabout ar | onvri ces. Bit
vedait nedswchakigrargn Itis

Mustang’s apple brandy
may not be as famous as its
Normandy counterpart,
Calvados—nothing is ever

as famous as its French version—but it is a fine drink,
and deserves to be enjoyed even off the trekking

trails.

Although the 162 acres of orchards in Mustang
are very productive, apples never go to waste here.
They are either dried into sukuti, or turned into jam,
jelly, cider and brandy. Especially brandy.

The village of Marpha in Mustang is almost
synonymous with apple brandy among tourists doing
the Annapurna circuit and Nepali wine connoisseurs.
The first brandy factory was set up here in the mid-
80s to see what else could be done with the large
apple and apricot yield. Currently, there are five
distilleries in Mustang—the Marfa distillery at the
Horticulture Centre Mustang, Muktinath Distillery,

Tukuche Distillery, Nilgiri Distillery and Himsikhar

udhdd,” a5
Awar Briya,
pariga o AC
Reaicad itis
adraejcnemthepat d AC
adHCtokempther priceslonths
year adecaragenreped eto
. It'sarevarket, adthe/re
[ odd rgtocenart ther first-nover
aataebdaenrepeded irto
thead. lagescd edmedticgde
trad ngbegenl ast year vien FRCt ok
Htos o Junha gy estokat hnandu
adRkhera Qly Dtasveresdd
therest rated “Bit vesanvdenad
fa godap es, adl adedfar
dtereives” sasBriva

Thisyear theydsd dedan
Mt ange syau, adare now
ocomirgfa theraal rarke vith
sprrakds. Tefrut & thestaes
ladsd oss @ adi ssyposadtoked
theh gest gade M aesays hoathe
frutisgakda we thsind e

otbidden

bt ided eslikeFRCddnmhae s
rod ffeaeintate Te
syEnarkeshaethar omsydies
i nMstang, supposed y funded by
Jgereehs resssseqd aimgthe
pesblityd anirtereiad
rerkd.
Tecgitd'sgrdeloms
aalt capanrgant these
sherer gars, thouh Sreethe
sengatedin@de, 5tas
of Mstag gy eshaveben
cosuadhere Qtldsa thekdimti
Frui tsand\egetad e Deve et
BerdMrket adat KU eshver
WWedeRut Mrke saythet they
sd| 60 crates 200 kg«
Metag s priceacdsy. Al ramer o
pead e buy Mist ange syau, fram
e ed essfatliestothel agest
hatdsinthe\dley. Htd sy o
TNgd gdesdlyfravddesd e
atlds Aatr sas “Rrd-time
retdl buyersprdeseaaund3
kg Wienthey conernext, it’ supto7
kg.” Theseasnends i nmid-
Boahe, bt thefrit isadlade
| oger. Metagisara nshedow
reg o othegrd esareit eqosadto
hichledsd humdty. Treresuting
oonpect ness nakes t hemessy to
trangpart andthey kegpl ager then

Distillery—which produce the 25 proof apple and apricot brandy.

When you drink Mustang apple brandy, you're not only treating
yourself to a truly fine drink, you're also opening a bottle that has
advocates of energy-efficient recycling nodding enthusiastically. Instead
of using new bottles, distilleries seal their brandy in the beer bottles you
see piled up like installation art outside Lakeside restaurants in Pokhara.
The khali sisi—empty bottle—collectors, mostly from the Terai, buy
bottles from the restaurants and bars at three rupees each. They sell them
to larger consolidators for a profit of around two rupees a bottle. The
bottles, now worth five rupees, are cursorily washed and sent up by mule or

air to Marpha, Tuckuche and Jomsom.

All the distilleries have cleaning facilities where the bottles are
treated scientifically and readied to receive the nectar of the Himalayas.
Apple or apricot brandy in, metal cap crimped on, label attached, and
the bottles are good to go. In Mustang, good apple brandy costs Rs 125
for 750 ml, apricot brandy around Rs 70. In Kathmandu, the wholesale
price for a beer hottle of apple brandy is Rs 170. Retail price varies on
where you buy, but can go as high as Rs 350 in some supermarkets. Hole-
in-the-wall wholesalers, supermarkets, orchards, back-alleys: where you buy
the stuff is your call. Just make sure you have yourself a moment or two of
solitary communion with the divine drink.

e dhe lodlyadlddeges

“Qr tagd vessd esd 10tas
thsyer,” Briyasas Bi thet |ods
inpossi e Sowhes d ready st aoped
gepddinginMstag “Wth
kette tragurtai onfadliti esi npesk
seem thegrd esvad dve arivedin
Kahnanduessi |y, ” says RamkG
pariga o Hmai Ayo@tre

Hwbthegd es gt tothe
va l ey framMistang? A Jonsont hey
boerdafligt domtoRKera A
darteredhd i oqter oosts 82 20
e hor, oif tretdioqterisfilled
tonaxi nomcapeci ty-4netric
tastragot cstsfa thsphese
agapat toRIkg.
Trasportai ononml estoRKera
costs ude R 10kg, bt & nost 60
proat o eechl cedi scnaed adit
taestool aganywey. InRiderathe
frutislcddototrudsadsat to
Kathranduovern gt & RS 2per kg
wthanax nom ceddf e gt netric
taspe truk If dl gressoahy,
the gy es reech ket hnandufi ve days
dte they welenpgded Thsis
eqas\e it it vrksbetter thenthe
Juhagd esetrgrerustriadto
rirgtotte\dleyl st yer. Ryl a
dateeddiogesaead!ddefran
Josamwilear traspart from
Juhaisprdd edtic

A efarmngves
comerd d i sedinMstagad
[ poby Peseng Krerpeche erpa
adBdh RitraSercheninthe
ealy . Resag Serpaheacd
Mrphe sHrti cad tureRsearch
Saim agaerinagrstia wen
resamhepdatid d goirggy es
ocomerddly. Tregtidirgpant far
pead e o vart ed t o bri ng Mist ang
gy estothe\d | eyvesh chtragut
oosts. Natheremgt beavay
aoudthet. Lt year’ seqei nat
dditverkad, b thHsyer
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Mstaesyauhit thenarke in
Kat hnandu i nnndk @t coer totap
irtoTihe spad g A theKrtipr
Hrtialtue@rtre sgyeetilitian
thenaviga gfour netrictasvere
bogt. (Bhktiasliketheeae
tracledosadatrat fanars,
ddriltas adsiatigs.) Te
govermart, sesigagoodthing
arouoedand susidesd B
900 00tohd poover the peckag g,
tragurtai madsaapassd ay
fus ressthet bragt gyd esfram
Mstagtokat hrandy For thi s year,
thesusi d eshaecoet ol aead
rena nonpepe et far theR
2,00, 000 peckag ng subsi dy. The
Nrigryd Arialtuedfeedatet
fligt thsyem, ht it vesa theadd
thesssmadfen aj i cd i sses
ool dbeverked ot toersurethe
stemarksred e

Tedhe fada catribtirgto
riskadh chyri cesinthe
uthtdd rgislakd gqurariae
saapsee Tedbadgde
saduossinvllagslikeMpy
Tukuche, Kovang, Kinjoand Letein
Metaghd pstock soe df theamd
yiddd threethossardnatrictasd
ayl esirdors, but norespecei s
resedthet rovi des gti nal
ordtiasfa gpesaag Fesha
paelysaelfrutismrepditade
thenthelrandy, d der andj arthet
famrs cogEaivesinthereg mae
farcedtoturnmchd tha r prodce
irta If tresks d esvarkat,
wd esd epricssd Metagapl esin
Kat hnandu col ddrap as | owas R
& kg TeArobtepiseGtre
anayialtud wrgd theFedraion
o Nepeli Ghanters of Qnmer ce and
Indetrytdieethere ssmathing
gdhere Theyprod defarners
tedricd trarnrg e prake thar
podds, adlddyonthar berd f.
“Trerei simarseequrt ptatid far
cshagsliketheMstaggd e Bt
threlestoteprqe ifrastruiue
-sadoss, ete tragut ad
inerdicd gad gsatads,” a5
Vjay Sresthe, prog-ame naneger of
theGrtre

Lest year Qi neseand kastmiri
aresrded Nt yer it mgt bethe
pide, bt rahe nreddidos
Metagesyau Treimpedt o asterp
risei ndenardfar donesti cand
pesHyirtardiad rakesis
ayae sgess. Fr mow theprosedt
d btirgirtoalag red aiq
frayat, srfulydidasNetay
g eisfaatimgsadtias
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uddenly, therevere bugs

everywhere onthe Ani ko

Hgwvay. Alarge new
four-vied driveves overtakenby
awldy careen ngpovgkr -l Le
194Bxle Nnueslaer, a
yel | ow1974 Bug zooned by t he
Mdsshagtilyesit ispsside
fa aca th bd ag, rigtfuly,
inaNddyillwstraion The
occuparts of thehigcar | ooked
minsupisesstherea-
prad | ed bugs d sappearedina
dodd yd | ovdst.

Thirty-one of Kat hnandd s

lovingynainta ned Betles, the
d dest 37years, adtheyoungest
2, doeinprocessionfronthe
Yek and Yeti hotel tothe
Hnal ayan Sangi-laRsart in
Duikd last Sturdaytorase
noney for t he Ganesh Foundati on
thet syports correctivesurgery
fa Npdiswthd et lips.
Spporti ng a good cause vas
i noerti veenough, certanly, bu
therevas anequd neesure o the
fadicd danprided Bgowers
inevidence TheGlit of the
Betlereminsamsterytothe
uintiaded hu theloed Bxele
overstorrdsther Bosis
dmd filid. It isdsoass
gereraiod, adtherevere
nary enths esticpertic patsa
therdlywoveresurd ybarn
dter productiond theBghed
cessed Atypcd coversatian
bet veen tvo conpl et e strangers

a theprkingl o of the Yek ad
i ransoethinglikeths:

“Wi choreisyours?

“The bl ue 1974 over there.”

‘M nceae Isitabya
arl?

“It’saboy, hsraeis
Hrvey.”

SaadadBrniceaein
Ny toget narried Seradis
savirgintheBitishamny s
Grkhareg nent, andbathshere
apessionfar Betles. Tey
showed up Sat ur day nor ni ng—
thecday after thei r vedd ng-Hna
1967 B¢t | efest ooned Wt h
bd1cos, aNpd | flagada
dscredt but legdedust Mrried
son SidBrnce “Jeradhed
ta ked sonach about hi s bel oved
Beetl einBng and. And vihenve
resdinNepa i Tinestherevasto
beardlythecy ater ar
vedd ng-al sonyfather’s
bi rt hday-we t hought it woul d be
aredlyncecderaion” They
dditjust prtiapee the
nevyveds d sofoudthetineto
Ot together abesket of peper
proouct s (i ncl ud nga 2001 Beetl e
G etha) tosd| topartidpats
torasenorenoneyfor the
Gnesh Foundat i on. They had
suwchfathinther Bgthe they
verecatident they dnakeit to
Du i khel eventhoughthe car
i es unused vinen Serad i s avay,
but theytokdogandd
trustednachen cj st incase

Buery car naceit, though

Thi svenanfram@i tvenrecoversfrarcarectivesurgery far ad eft
lip Wenthebercege cane dff, her childd dii t recogi seher.
Trereaeos 40, 00NgH i swthd &t lipa e ae They revery

Vi si il e here because nany dori t heve RS 6000, the mni nonfeefar
caretivesurgey. D Nrayan Tgraperfansthreetofiveqerdiasa
veek, andt he Gnesh Foundkti oni s nowra si ng naney so gperati an

oosts canbecoveredfar norepagd e

-

fn

/
r

The Great Himalayan Volkswagen Beetle RaIIy last weekend raised
enough money for 60 hare and cleft lip operations for Nepalis.

and persordl nechani cs, thetow
truck dri venhby tvo barkers,
Rchard \Wkes of the Asian
Devel opnent Bark and Jeffrey
Gxd Gindaysinthar “\bkes
Vebor?', adthefirst-adveide
plaedby Gendli drector Rv
Bxrd, dl hedalazynarning Bt
thmsddgg alittleraughon
thercad The\d ksy bright b ue-
adwitepa nt jdoonacertan
bug ves seducti ve enoughto
nake narethanafewdrivers g ve
chese Thed dest carintherdlly,
Sanbhu Rana’ s 1962 Beetl e wth
didngrodf, dressedinnature
naroon, navy and bl ack, took on
thecd lenealytohaealittle
tradewthitshydadics
system But thed d Bigreached
Duikd dl rigt, addespte
thesakeit sputteredmarivd,
vesfit faitsap

Al9A Beetlethet vies
brought intoNepel by King
Mhendrafor hi s persod use
dsopatidpatedintherdly,
d thoughit hed changed hands
nany tines and | ooked i ts age.
StinraSdh Bjracharya
d ockedthefastest tineto
Duikhd inhisaguenarined ve
bugwthasportywitestripe
runni ng domn'the mad e.
Stindanmananshsca wth
spere part's bought fromBangkok
adlocdly. “I gotoCitvenad
Lunhin &l thetine, andl
overtaked | therewnodd cars
wthout prad ens. Therced
herd igadporer of thisvehid e
aeusupessa]” hesasprady.
Atthe Betlefanisyjve Styd,
ateacher d& theTarismilranrg
Gnire wohesahading ving
ddBelesameMd essemlife I
wsedtobuy Betlesfar R 6,000,
repvdetheradsd | thenfor R

25,000till 1987,” says Sty .
TreBxtlerd |y ves organi sed
by Susan Fow ds who cane to
Nepal in199. She soon net Dr
Nrayan Thepe, forner director of
Kati QildrenshHspitd ada
peed aricsurgeon Ssanheda
vhi te \bl ksvagen Beetl e, and
foundthat Or Thapa owned a
Hackoe Theyredisadther
sheredpess nfar thisstrage
lodi ngcar cod dleadto
interestingthings. They dedi ded
toga her Kathnandu s Beetl e
overstoethe forardly. Bi,
they needed a cause for whnet
ved deertanybeafudra ser,
todravonthei nedraustid e
goadw || of thed anveng vena
charcetoshondf their cars. D
Thepa used to do abaut 120 ¢l eft -
lipoperatiasayear a nnnal
cost. Dtheydeci dedtodedicate
therdlytora senrgyfar
Nypd iswocait rasethe®
6,000it costsfar angoeration
Sys Qusan: “Dr Thapa vias ny
inspirati on, andtoget her ve nace
thsrdlyhgpmn It isardlywth
apupese” Therearean
estinat ed 40,000 Nepel i swth
dét lipadpd ae Trered
ressmit isnarevisiieinNgd
conparedto ot her countri es—
thereaeeven®year-d dswih
thecod tioHsnat thet thereis
ahigher ind dencehere, bt
simglythet nanyfamliesaretoo
por todfardoorredti vesurgery.
Thedty sBetlean acs
acqu ttedthensd vesvel | . Qe
they gt toDd i khdl, unourl ed
thear lipsdter dl, theyverevith
The Fannl y now-and gat t he dust
o theAnkoHgveyat o thar
heir, theyrd leduptha r d easssto
beg nanther sart of gene. There
ves Bgnenarai liatokebi dfar,

dtadl: Fdirtspraddnrg
pertid peti ani nthe Gest

Hra ayanBxetl et LipRily,
gidesfraraBopartsshopdl
thevayinG gary, Gredh, ad
best o dl, ash n rgredadh ack
nocd Big, conpl eewthopening
doos, areragtad esurad ad
fuctiod steringwed . Mry
ped esuypportedtherd Iy aevay

o adhe, adSsanFovdsis
veryd eesedviththeresuts: “W
ra sedenough naney far ane
peratimavek fa norethena
year,” saysthe NewZed ander. The
G@resh Foundat i oni s so nened
because nany boys barnvithd eft -
lipsinNpd arecd | ed Gresh

ki chvas the nane of nany of the
oy Bt esa therdly. ¢

Cawsefranipl &t: Bl eslirewpbefaetherdlya theYk&¥Ei Hid | the
ddst atry (#8 1%2convatide #16ayd | ov974noH zaos pest Bk gour, a
drayg & 97 #16 cosssthrefindirglired DuUikd, adthefastes dive,
StintaBj raderyared veshi s Tt pri zefrarBsnFodics
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n1924, Addf Htler vasin
prisonfar anunsucoessful
putsch onthe Federa Grnan
cyitd. Hvingtineonhis hands,
thefuweRirer devisedan
ingaspantosdve@mnary s
unenpl oynent probl em The
gover mert voul d bui | d speci a
r cads—aLit obahns—-or not or
vehides. It vod dd sonass-
produce acar thet thenanonthe
stregt cod daffard Thesevere
the hunlll e beg mings of the
Reod € s Gr, the \d ksvagen
Nerlyacdecaklder, in

Felruary 1933 the
Nz s svept to
pover andat the
firg cairet
negtingHtler lad
o hiscuming
plan. Virkk onthe
aut aoehns began
inSptenter, ad
aSutgart designfirmerki ng
wth Ca nher-Berz, headed by
ore Ferd nend Ror sche, vies
conmnssi onedto desi gnthe
peod € scar wthintennartts.
Hvever, it vasn't util 1938
thet thedssionfar the
\Al ksvegenves find i sed

Htle sedfiedoatan
criteriathecar nost neet: it
nust have at op speed of 62 nph
adacheefmlesper cdlan it
nost heve anai r-cod ed engi ne
adbedd etotramsport tvo
alitsadthreech|den Ad
nost inportantly, it shodd
narket at nonorethan £86. It
vies for reasons of econony thet
Ferd nand Ror sche deci ded ona
rear-eygj recar, thecar vesthen
known as t he Type 60. H
experi nertedwthvari ous eng ne
dsgs fla far, vaticd far
oflinder, tvooyli nder, but noe
of themproved adequete. 1n 1935
anewAstrianeng neer & the
firmcane ppwthadesignfar a
fla for egreintvodys.
Accourtants and ot her stody,
carefu peod echeckedit aut and
it provedtobethe nost
fireddlyviddeqtion The
sane e ne desi gnhes dri venthe
\A ksvwegen Beetl efor thel ast 60
YEHS

Ferd nand Ror sche had been
verkingonather carsfar vari os
nanfacturersbefarethe
\0l ksvagen and he i ncorpor at ed
soned der desigswthinthis
newprg ect. The backbone
dessi sadthei dead
i noependent frot andreer
suspersi on cane framone car,
adthetarsionber frot
suspersi on had been pat ent ed by

Ror sche back i n 1931 The body
sylimgitsdf catesbackto198],
toacar cdledthe Veinderer
whi chnever reached producti on
Hvever, Beetle-fiendswoi nsi st
ntheca’ ssymiaity, desigr
wse a lesst, toeeydhe
pessay veideinhigay, wll
bep essedtol earnthet theay
pratatype bui |t vas used by
Ferd rend Rrschefar his
persod traspat. Htler hedhis
omressos for agorovingthe
Bi sdesign Heissupposedto
faelriged
Rrsce, “It
shau dl ook
likeaBxle
yauhaveto
lakto
regueto
firdat
wet
dreatinirg
is”

Thecar vert into
productionin1939, adHtler
announced i t s newnane, t he Ko
Vegen, short for Keaft-durch
Freude Viigen, whi ch doesn t
exatlytripdf thetage N,
of course, that Kd-Veigen
sounds | i keanyth ngather then
wWet itis, angaod il
i ded 0E s dreantar.
udfiddly, thecar vestill
ca | edthe Kibd vagen, o the
betle-car. TreNEi sevenhiilt a
towsh pfar thefactory verkers
wio dproducethecar. It vas
cdledkFSat, o KFGty.
(Kraft durch Freude, vihi ch neans
‘pover throughj oy ves d sownat
thele suresettiond the N
pertyvescd led ) Thefactary vies
thelargest natar factaryin
Brape caped edf produci ng
150,000 cars per year, Wth ans
for expasion. By 192the
prodctionraepaetid ves
prgectedtobel 5mllioncars
pe year. Ufarturetdy, thet
pesky WM | broke out, andthe
factory ves handed over tothe
Grnan Ar Forcevinenj ust over
600 cars hed beenbui I t.
(Interestingy, vaiaiasd the
KFd dseenlitaryaction

Theseverevari ol y stitedto
of-roeduse carryingthreenan,
anmani ti on and a nachi ne gun,
tradlirginveter.)

Ater thever, KIFSad ves
rerened Vi fshurgby the Al i es,
adthefamly of KFcars,

W ksvegen, andthefactary cane
ude thejuisddiond the
BitishMlitayRlice Inthe
sumar of 1945, ater Bitish
notor nanuf act urer's had
gaodlyardfadidiy, asit
turned oui—eecl inedthe offer to
produce and narket the Beetl g,
producti on of the Kibel viagen
restatedwthsparesthet vere
lyingarandthefactary. The
factoryvessddtoanancd | ed
Hei nz Nordhof f in 1947, The
newnanagenent deci ded t o keep
the Bg s uni que desi gn, by now
code-naned Type 1, and | ess than
fiveyersdte thevar, the
factary ves produci ngd cseto
20,00casamud ly. B/1949, in
fadt, therevesevenan
exqort nodd .

By 1955, Bg
product i on hed reached
amllion \&ias
changes vere nade to
theBetleoer theyears,

adthecar vessteed |y
gownginpopd arity.
Mst of the changes vere
todowthincressing
egres zeadedeia
sedficaias. TeBetle
reededitshigest ever
producti onin 1969 (d nast
1 1nmllionbugs). n1970, W
triedtoingroveonagoodthing
and produced a narked y
dfferet Betlewichtriedto
oercoecriticsnd theca’s
snal | under-bomet capecity. The
nast Vi si bl e changes verea
digtlycurvedwndscreenada
nar e bul bous bonet. Aroducti on
fdl eryyer dteths, dtharh
by 1973theBetleves dficidly
thenast popu ar car ever inthe
vorld, wthover 16mllion
hevi ng been produced. The fi ndl
nodel of the Beetl e as ve knowi t
(norelaer onviet puristscd|
thetravestythet istheNw
Beetl ) ves | anchedin 1973
Trecedwehaddidino
u i ress, saei s sted wthits
very curvedwndscreen, shorter
bomet, pl asti ¢- pedded deshboard
andwder rear wngsthet franed
therenfot ke | -likerear ligts.

Wether it vasthe new un
imroveddesion, o asady
chang ngvarl dwthnop acefor
aconc-book car, in1974, W
amounced nassi Ve | asses, the
fird elrinthrehisayd the
conpary. The usshat: the Beetle
vou d havetod e Grnan

Trepdaye‘pesa”

Volks populi

“It should look like a Beetle, you have to look to nature to
find out what streamlining is.” — Adolf Hitler

producti ondf thecar stoppedin
1980. Hovever, Wfactoriesin
dassasfa diddasBazl
cotinuedtoproducethe car
inothemd198%. Inits
heyday, the Beet| e hed been
produced i nSuth Arica,
Ngzria Masia Filippares,
and 9 ngapore. Today, S2years
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There is now an exciting and
viable alternative to video games:

computer karaoke!
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INTERVIEW

‘A serious anti-colonial revolt’

““Arafat could have the impression, or give himself the
impression, that he’s the leader, but in fact the colonial occupier

In your writings and lectures on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, you constantly refer to the centrality of 1948. Why?
| don't thi nk you canunder stand et s heppeni ngtaday andthe
sitietiond thePd estin ans url ess youundker standviet heppenedi n 1948
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B/theedd thecatlic inl18 Rl estinasveeammityinthar
omooutry. Two-thirds o themhed becone ref ugees andthe rest
becaresijectsof Israd i mili tary cooupeti ani n 1967,

whenthe Vst Bark and Giza, d ongwth East

Jerusd em vereoccud ed thefesteri ngveund of

1948 hes renai ned

Talk about the framework of the public discourse. Start with
“the peace process.”

The peace rocess begeni n 1993, wthasecreti ve agreenert betvieen
theROadthelsrad i govermen thet vestog vethe Rl estinas ad
theRl estireliberai Qg sati nundr Yesir Ada soeteritayad
athoityintheVist Bk ad Gza Hvever, g venthetrenendous
dgaityinpoe beventrelsradisadtheRl estin as, indfed the
peecerocess hes S mil y bemnarepedkeg ngd Israd i cooypeti on | sred
still catrds@percat o theVist Brkadpercat of Gea..a
mlitary cooypeti nthet i stheseoad| agest inthetveti éhadtverty-
first catury, thel agest ba ngthe Jgpenese cocupeti ondf Kareaf raml910
to19%

“Defence.”
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The Economist observed that “the new Palestinian intifada is
rapidly assuming the form of a serious anti-colonial revolt.” This
might be the first use of that term.
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quressdadsird reepad earecqtiveintha r suoord reti nfar the
pdit adinsoecesesthel @ sued theaooyd s Swet hes hgaedin
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Noam Chomsky, Alexander Cockburn, Robert Fisk and other
critics of Israeli settlement policy have used the term “Bantustan
in describing it.
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»

pulls the strings behind the scenes,”

says the writer Edward Said in this interview.
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The visit by Ariel Sharon to Harem El-Sharif, the Dome of the
Rock and the Al-Aqsa mosque is cited as the match that ignited
the new intifada. What does Sharon represent to Palestinians?
What does it say about Barak in allowing Sharon to make the
visit?
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The catechism recited by the likes of Elie Wiesel is pretty
much like this: Camp David collapsed because of Arafat’s
intransigence and bis failure to seize a unique opportunity.

It'ssmyfectid | yutrie Bfaehevet, Braknaceit asd udy
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Another theme echoed by the pundits is the image of
Palestinians as losers. Barak in bis Knesset speech revived
the Abba Eban comment that the Palestinians never miss an
opportunity to miss an opportunity.
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oantryinthevarl dweretatueves parmitted ety peroat o the
pplaiond trelsradi dtizasd |gad, iohgpenrd toleJerg,
Rietirias aetretedessatid|yast adsvereinSuthArica Treyae
dridridts rd dloedtoom rat a bylad Ter latsaereylaly
aofiscaed Tvatyperoat o thepo ai nggsaeperoat o thebutd.
Tisisapdicyd vid eveadd sxrinreti nd thernoet gy | rghi nd

In light of the 2000 intifada, what does that mean for your
proposal of a couple of years ago for a binational state where
Palestinians and Israelis would live in one country?
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(Interviewed by David Barsamian in New York on 9 Nov
2000. Printed with permission from A ternative Radi o, Boulder.)
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To dump or not to dump

The controversy over Chinese
goods raises questions about
India’s commitment to

trade liberalisation.

DK JOSHI IN NEW DELHI
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In Indonesia, tiger poaching is treated the same way as stealing a chicken.
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The great betrayal

ISLAMABAD - Nawaz Sharif's exile to Saudi Arabia last weekend
discredited Pakistan’s military-led government in the public eye,
but its rulers see it as a way to secure power. Reports said that
under the agreement Sharif would no longer serve time but
would stay away from politics for 21 years.

Officials deny any underhand deal. An official spokesman
said Sharif was pardoned on purely humanitarian grounds.
Sharif, 51, had been complaining of heart problems and is
expected to report to hospital after arriving in Jeddah. “The
government only turned imprisonment of the Sharifs into exile,
while the rest of the punishments would stay,” the spokesman
added. Officials say that Sharif would forfeit some PRs 500
million ($8.8 million) in property.

The acceptance of mercy appeals is unprecedented in
Pakistan. In 1979, ousted PM Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was hanged by
Gen Zia ul Hag's military regime after similar appeals were
rejected. Former Chief Justice of Pakistan Sajjad Ali Shah
opined that Pakistan’s president cannot pardon Sharif without
the consent of the court. The situation has only encouraged
erstwhile discredited politicians to demand “the early restoration
of democracy”. Last week, the parties of former prime ministers
Benazir Bhutto and Sharif—the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
and the Muslim League (ML)—joined hands with 10 others to
form the Alliance for Restoration of Democracy (ARD). A PPP
spokesman said: “It is clear that accountability has little to do
with corruption, and everything has to do with achieving political
ends by fair means or foul for a certain political agenda.” ML
workers, who stood by the Sharif family through the ordeal, are at
a loss on what they see as betrayal by Sharif.

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz and United Arab
Emirates (UAE) President Sheikh Zayd Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
reportedly orchestrated Sharif's release. Bill Clinton too is said to
have influenced the deal, by expressing sympathy for Sharif
during his visit to Pakistan.

However the exile may be seen outside, at home it is “the
great betrayal”. The News said Sharif was the prototype politician
engineered by the previous generation of military rulers and one
whom a big chunk of population took for real. “His departure from
the scene would have been considered a welcome end to a
failed experiment in political engineering,” it added. ¢ (Ps)
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SAVING FAITH
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The ascending humans, beasts and divinities are each ten times
stronger than the other so that the accumulative strength
protecting the temple image is enormous.
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(Excerpted with permission from In
the Kingdom of the Gods,
HarperCollins, 1999)

BOOK REVIEW by WENDY KING

Tales from Tengboche

Treat yourself to a fireside chat with the
Abbot of the Tenghoche Gompa.

uch has been written and said about the Sherpas of
m Khumbu. There has been every kind of work—
academic, touristy guidebook, oversized coffee table
glossy and the ubiquitous dharma book.
There's a different
flavour though, to
Fireside Chat with
Tengboche Rinpoche:
Stories and Customs
of the Sherpas.

It does have this
fireside appeal to it, with
its orange cover. You
almost feel the
Tengboche Rinpoche’s
presence, telling stories of
Sherpas, Mt Everest,

Sherpa Buddhism and the
famousTengboche
monastery, as you sat
around and sipped tea.

The Abbot of the Tengboche Monastery explains that he
“wanted to make a book about the Sherpa’s heritage” for visitors
coming to Khumbu to see Chomolongma. But also for Sherpas
themselves, since their way of life is changing so rapidly. And it
effectively tells stories in true oral tradition.

Ngawang Tenzin Zangbu, the Abbot of Tengboche Monastery,
has met trekkers and climbers in Khumbu for decades, and
anticipates their questions. In this book, he shares his special
perspective on the stories, the myths and lives of Sherpas. He
illuminates the Sherpa world and their origins: the ‘people from the
east’. He tells the story of Guru Rinpoche, the founder of Tibetan
Buddhism, and how he founded the Khumbu Valley and
established it as a spiritual sanctuary. The Rinpoche then delves
into Sherpa religion, explaining, “The purpose of religion is to
perfect our minds... Our own minds cause happiness and
unhappiness.” His pithy explanation of Buddhism provides a basic
foundation for newcomers and renewed inspiration to followers.

He follows the annual cycle of prayers for the crops, the
animals, a new house, marriage, living and dying. The ceremonies
are primarily religious, but the celebrations, like all good
celebrations, also unite the community and strengthen bonds
within and between villages. The Rinpoche tells the story of Lama
Sangwa Dorje of Pangboche village who started the Dumje
festival to celebrate the anniversary of Guru Rinpoche’s birth. It
now also commemorates Lama Sangwa Dorje’s enlightenment.
Eight families take their turn each year to sponsor the Dumije,
feeding the entire village. The Rinpoche explains: “Dumje-type
prayers are done in Tibet, but the feeding is only done in Khumbu,
where it is possible because the communities here are small.”

Focusing on everyday life, Rinpoche portrays Sherpa
occupations, food, architecture, dress and jewellery. In
describing monk’s clothing, he explains the importance of religious
objects like prayer flags and holds that these “help create
harmony between our actions, body and mind”.

After setting the scene in Khumbu and the local culture,
Rinpoche Talks about the Tengboche Monastery “which has
been the heart of Sherpa culture since 1916". It was partially
rebuilt after the 1934 earthquake, and then totally rebuilt after a
fire in 1991. In the reconstruction, the Rinpoche established a
school in the monastery for higher Buddhist education to maintain
Sherpa culture in this changing world. The book culminates with a
description of the annual Mani Rimdu festival with its colourful
masked dances celebrating Phakpa Chenrizig, the god of
compassion.

Jim Fisher, an anthropologist who did his field work on
Sherpas in the 1960's, returned again in the 70’s and 80's to look
at the impact of decades of tourism. Fisher found that the respect
and admiration the tourists bestow upon Sherpas—for their
culture, their prowess as climbers, and simply as personable
individuals—has actually reinforced and strengthened Sherpa
traditions and culture.

This book was first published in 1985 through the Sherpa
Cultural Centre project. This updated fourth edition is a product of
the long friendship and collaboration between the Tengboche
Rinpoche and Frances Klatzel, the editor. It is a short, informative,
and personal book, creatively illustrated on every page with a
fine collection of over 60 black and white photos (including some
1950's photos from Christoph von Fiirer-Haimendorf's collection)
and a dozen sketches. Though there is a general map of Nepal, |
wish the book included a local map of the Khumbu area,
highlighting places mentioned in the text.

Stories and Customs of the Sherpas is a privileged insight
into the Tengboche Rinpoche’s perspective on Sherpa heritage.
Treat yourself and your friends to a fireside chat with the Abbot
of Tengboche Gompa.

Fireside Chat with Tengboche Rinpoche: Stories and
Customs of the Sherpas; as told by Ngawang Tenzin
Zangbu, Abbot of Tengboche Monastery

Edited by Frances Klatzel, Mera Publications 2000
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Uncaring government
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“KAaypin o tineour party naytaketoarnadrevd ui ondegpend ngonthesiteti onanddi raunstancesin
thecautry.”

Gead SoeayBkey Guarinhisinagrd adtesstothefirst Ntiad @Gnetiond his

@mmoni st Rarty of Nepal -Mrxi st Leninist-Hn Gt bi i Syatahi k, 9 Decenter.

Hy, prindpd, dot varry, vehaveensuredful | seaurity, youcangoenyour sahad .
—Spacetine, 10 Decentoer

‘Maoists don’t
want dialogue’

Boapsd anlnteviewithRK
Mirdi, RiithuroMnber, GN
(M)

Q Istheleft parties’ agitation
leaderless?

A Tolefrak thaeisrol ety
thet cnudrsadthedsired the
ped etoledd etocarythelet
novenert forverd, soneonewo can
frirgd| thecomon ststagther.
Tooky' s novenert caat becarri ed
faverdvithanoded qerainthe
chesbecktothe 1990,

Q  That’s how the Maoists are
fiunctioning, isn’t it?

A Teehesbeensoedaein
thethirki rgd theMd stsinthese
faryers Ingited dffialtiesbdarg
cegedbytharvid et neas, soe
daehestdend aceinthepest few
cas Theyhaegatedtd ki ngamnt
orpeition Treygtill kil pscd evio
b ayeeviththar pditics, bt
haed sored i sedthet i swag They
sydffeat thgpamt gatirga
ddae bt haeredisdthe a

dd oyeocad dbehd dwththeKng
evenwhi | ethey renai nudergraund
Frapditicd atytoredi sead
aoogt thet ad d ayevithayaei s
fa thebadit d thepartyadpegd e
isanatiednt initdf.

Q The dialogue berween the
Maoists and the government is in
limbo. What effect will this bave
on the country?

A Bihthegovermant adthe
Ma stsared shaest. They have nade
ddogeanad infa pditicirg
\&iasfatiasintre@uesae
oosi g eech ot her and heve nace
theissed dd geansasd
caryirgfuthe ther ompditicd
agendes. The WML | eader's have been
saimgthe theycanberad aas, at
thetruhisthe ropditicd pertycan
beaned urfa swchadd oge If
theMd s sarehoest, thenthey
shod dvark thraughahunanri git's
aivis. TreMasscord vart a
duinthrathdd e beaeeif
youhd dad d aguet henyou nost
reechacod us anadd sol ay dom
ans. TeMd stsaertt prageredto
gveytha r vegars. Oitheather
hardthe Grgessvertstofin shdf
theMd dsthrachdd qge

Q You have raised the issue
about the need for direct elections of
the PM.

A Q@ gged sraayrd sdthe
isse Atlythiswll proe
ctriratd fa theoartry. If drett
datiosaeddfa afMMit i sboud
tocregeprdd ens—+fl uend ng 11.5
mlinpadeismd asd| isse
Bendrirgd ediastopelianat,
fad nfacsaeative Th rkeou
honecti vetheyvil | bewrend rect
dadiasaehd dtod et afM

‘PAC can summon
the PW’

Lokpat ra \Viéekl y, 8 Decentoer
Boapsd aninerviewvthShesh
Nveng, Gairnan, RAd i ¢ Accourt s
Qmittee (PO

Q Do youfeelthat PAC directives
are not being followed?

A Tl rostheresd tsveregod
fut intrelabAr cesevefed thet

ar dretivestaent bencaried
at.

Q Does it mean that you can
disregard PAC directives?

A Vienpalianat isndt in

sess anthenRCitsd f beooes a
miduepalianat. TTedaethae
isrogestiond a fdlowmgits
dredives Aded s nnacelyitis
smla toadsd s mnacehy
perlianart. B/nat hesd rgthe
dredives, thegoermart i st
fdlairgtred retivesd perlianart.
Q What can PAC now do on the
Lauda Air issue?

A Waedolyretingtovd hes
takenp ece ThePPCheslisteadto
trenm ge’ssaent mtheisse
Hesadthe d ssegrdd PCs
dredivevesuirtaticd.

Q Areyou satisfied with the
responses

A ThePCismgingaggn W
wil dsosshisrespoee Asfa asl
arcavared hecoddmt gvesa
disdadayaser. Weskedh moly
aeqestio ‘enperliaat’s

d retti ves bed sdeedude ay

draustaces? Heddmd redy.

Q  What about summoning the
PM for questioning?

A TrePCisgimgtod sassths.
If threRGismat sai i edviththe
mnster’ samsver, thenvemgt o
aead Byaheed veneenthd the
ooud | o min stersandthe Aveen
becdledinfa qestiaing TrePXC
cncd| hmRgt oM caat sy
viether thi sisgd gtohgpena dt.
Q Canparliament function
properly if its directives are
disobeyed?

A Qroodituiondaes

reyos filityontrecaud| o

mn sersadtheheedd thsoaual
Woi send etedrgresatdive
Tedaepliaataiasae

oopd | edtofd lonthedd s asad
fudionresos dy. Aperli anert
cart fudti nvithaut th sprati ce
Tredaeveaeaqirgthe
dsregrd gar drettiveanlarh
Ar hesbecoeaquestiond cocern
toperlianart. T srost St
ahavisepaliamat wil mat bedde
tofudinpraaly.

‘Maoists threat to
monarchy’

LokDisti Ntiod VY, 9
Decentoer
BoapsfravenineviewithSshl
Kirdg @Ged Srdaay, N
@yess

Q Doesthe PM’s candidacy for
party president mean the defeat of
the second generation?

A Inpditicstharei snth rgauot
greaias. Redimgmd eap
hairggeytear a berdism
qdificainfa beoohrgal eeds.
Tedaethaeismfirs a ssod
pedim veaed| thepresat
gadin Othedhe had jst
amound ngthe cand deoy o ae
persondoss nat neenthecther hes
bendfeted Karda(Mhesan
opartuitytown Gaad sohes
thedaetobsa Tresocd | ed
sscodgpedi nsod diedd eto
proethasd vesinthefarthcomng
@tydetin

Q What isthe basis for Koirala to
be elected again?

A InSuthAsig thereaealytvo
peyd ediveviohavefagt fa oer

Dyearsfar denocracy-aei s
(KisTeResa) Bettad adthe
dheis(GrijaResad Kirda
Betad hesgaedthe hevill
artes. Tedaethereisalyae
prsmvioresthepditicd corage
totad eprdd s, hesad emninag
isvatedbythepartyverkersad
fespditicd datue adtheis
Kirda

Q Howdoyou assess the
candidacy of Deuba?

A Toviefa leedardipthrach
kerge i ngadnat by cotestimgisa
jde Hevespres dat of theNd
Sukt Uionfa @ gt yersad
dringthe tinehevert arced
nay atine Nowhedamstohaea
fard afa aoredirgemaythirgin
th scautryadstadsintherene
d theyath Tisismt gargto
badit hm

Q Thereare also talks that a no-
confidence motion against Koirala
is comings

A Itisarunu. Thereismotrith
init. | carat i g reayfrieds
novi ngano-cati dance nati an
dringthesetaughti nes. Ano-
cafidacenati nisrdt inthe
inaetsd threpaty, aautry,
Gooracyadped e [t wil addto
prdd es. Schanacti onvirl | nake
the @ryessveskadwil | destroy
denacray.

Q Willthe Congress break up?
A TreQrgesswll mt brek
Yo+ ddnat bresk upyesterday
nor wil it breskuptoly o
tawrrov Ingdted dl therunours
itwll infagt uiteadnoeded It
isagEddtyd the@gess, uityin
dvedtyadtag henessandt
dauity.

Q Hasthe government failed to
resolve the Maoist problem?

A Tregoverment hesna been
usessU. It heskgt thedoors
genfa reidias. Tre
germart iswsingdl neas
adladetoresdvethepdiem

Q Isthe monarchy safe when

the Maoists seem be growing more
2

A If thspddentatinesthena
avil ver will brekat. It will destroy
the norerchy. Thenarerchy i s nat
sdewthMd gsaraud If the

reti ndoes nat survive, norercdhy
wil na surviveadthepegd et
wil rd anvive

Phone fees double?

Ater thei roressei nthepri osd
datridty, ded adlkecae it owv
sasthd td glossdagsaeging
tolerasd Itissdire dareseinthe
reaefranrterdiad dlsis
fad rgeni roessei ndergsfa lad
dls Tsvill ledit avaysdl|
nunher o pagd eadhurt the
rgaity.
Anord mgtotregered ey o
NCthei mressei st d aedfa mow
ft soatimeinttefuure Hesadthe
therm gryi sswi mtheprguosd
aditisrd yd dex if thregpermat
vill ggroethetike Adsid awill e
nackinanarth

Last yerr thecorpordi ngavethe
goerment itspropsd farrasing
dags It peatadfar dterdives.
The goverment and perlianert a thet
tined dnat vert tofurther burdenthe
ped easit hedj Lt i noressadthe
dedridtytaiffsadpiosd ptrdem
proolctsandd dnat hevethe corage
toraetdemdes
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Who is the best?

Zidane is world player of the year. Maradona and
Pele both think they were the best ever.

Mchester Ui ted s Cavi d Beckem
vestretBitishdag ingxh
deedsiteRFavBdetan’s
recat assessat thet hevesthebest
anthep aet. Baddenta redfar
fird-decedwdes aed tham
sgificatlyfrardtchaedh Lais
ven@d . Olytvodher Bitishad
Irishd arsfesturedintheli $-Ry
Keane and Andy Gl e-do onl'y
raregdtoad | et aethirdd eced
vdeesth
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beck o hi s Eirgpeen Gerpi ashi p
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tvie”
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ABOUT TOWN

ART EXHIBITION

% Spiritual Expression. Solo exhibition &%
by Indian artist Mona Ghosh, works varying &
from mixed media to oil and acrylic.
NAFA Hall, Naxal. Closing 15 December,
Friday. 411821.

% Watercolour Exhibition. An exhibition |
of watercolours by artist Raju Chitrakar '
reflecting cultural and social aspects of
Nepal. Nepal Art Council, Babar Mahal.
Closing 17 December. 10.30 am-5.30
pm.

% Adiary of portraits (1975-99). A series of studies in mixed
media of the colourful people of Kathmandu by Carolyn Boch,
long term resident of Nepal and art teacher at the Himalayan
Buddhist Meditation Centre. The New Restaurant, Summit Hotel,
Kupondole. Opening 3 pm, Friday 15 December.

# Reflections of Nature. Exhibition of paintings by German artist
Dagmar Mathes depicting impressions gathered during her six-year
stay in Nepal, mostly from treks to Dolpo, Mustang, Manang, Solu
Khumbu, Nubri and Tsum. The artist uses watercolours, acrylics and
pigments from turmeric, saffron, cinnamon and nutmeg in paintings
and collages made on Nepali handmade paper. Closing 17
December. 9 am-5 pm. GTZ, Neer Bhawan, Sanepa. 470584

FAIRS

% The Summit Hotel Xmas Night Market. A grand Christmas
Night Market. More than 25 stalls will display an array of Nepali
products, gifts and much more. Friday 15 December, 4 pm-8 pm,
Summit Hotel Garden. Entry Free.

% St. Xavier's School Annual Mela. Annual funfair with lots of
game stalls, the city’s popular food joints, as well as some business
stalls. Raffle ticket holders need not pay the Rs 25 entry fee. 16
December, 11 am-5 pm, St Xavier's School, Jawalakhel.

PHOTOGRAPHY
% Revolutions: Rhythms of Humla. Exhibition by Prasant
Shrestha, upcoming Nepali photographer, and Kimberly McClinch,
American photographer and anthropology student. Closing 18
December, Monday. 11 am-5 pm. 220735, Nepal Art Council
Gallery.

 Angkor: Black and white photography exhibition by Jaro Poncar
of Prague. The focus of the exhibition is the Hindu/Buddhist
temple complex Angkor, regarded as one of the
architectural wonders of the world. Indigo Gallery, Naxal.
20 December through 20 Jan 2001. 8 am-6 pm.

music

% Jazz Sessions. Live jazz at The Jazz Bar, Hotel
Shangrila. A unique jazz bar where Michael Feinstein
played Gershwin & Porter. Featuring this month a host of jazz bands
including Elaine Mclnnes & Chris Masand with the Jazz Commis-
sion, the Swingtones, the Latin Lovers and others playing Cole
Porter, Gershwin, Brubeck and Coltrane. Enjoy drinks from a
bottomless cellar, gourmet food, coffee, cognac and cigars and
hear... interpret Ella, Sarah, and Louis. 412999.

% Maha Yantra Live: Hotel Yak & Yeti presents a classical music
concert by the acoustic trio, Maha Yantra. Get ready for a trip from
East to West on the vibes of bamboo basuri, tabla and guitar. 7 pm,
Saturday 16 December, Durbar Hall, Rs 500.

MARTIN CHAUTARI

Status of the Women’s Right Bill and other legal challenges for
women's rights. Sapana Pradhan Malla and Gopal Siwakoti
Chintan will lead the discussion. Participation open to all. 19
December. Unless otherwise noted, presentations are in Nepali.
Write or call for directions: chautari@mos.com.np/246065

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com
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NEPALI WEATHER

Moisture from the west has finally started filtering across to us here in
the Central Himalaya, but not in sufficient quantities to lead to any
major cloud buildup. Look for some cloud cover and thick fog in
Kathmandu and other midhill valleys. The southwesterly jet stream is
now active. The system still does not possess sufficient water vapour for
any substantial rain or snow, although a drizzle or flurries in the high
mountains is a possibility. A high-pressure system prevailing over the
Gangetic plain is preventing the westerly front from further advancing
into Nepal. All this resulted in a drop of daytime temperature but no
change in night temperature. The very low temperatures in December
are due to heat loss on clear nights, this may change in the coming
week with sporadic cloud cover.

KATHMANDU
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
| e
19-04 18-03 19-02 19-03 20-02

Corrupted oil in Nepal

The Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies has
named a three-member team to probe adulteration of
petroleum products. The team is headed by a joint secretary
of the ministry and has chiefs of the commerce department
and the Department of Standards as members. The
ministry says the probe was formed to address “recent
public outcry” over adulteration and to present the facts to
the public. Recent issues of Himal Khabarpatrika and
Nepali Times (#19) published investigative reports on
widespread and open adulteration of petrol and diesel and
the involvement of Nepal Oil Corporation officials in the
racket. The Ministry’s probe team does not include anyone
from NOC.

Chhinalata passes away

Noted lyricist and promoter of Nepali
literature Ramola Devi Shah ‘Chhinalata’, ;

77, passed away on 4 December. %g: )%
Chhinnalata was married to the late =
Prince Basundhara Shah, King '
Mahendra’s youngest brother. A self-
taught writer, she established the
Chhinalata Puraskar Guthi literary trust in
1983, which honours personalities
involved in the field of Nepali music. Her four books are
noted for their lucid expression.

A whole nation’s future is dimmed
when schools are forced to close.

Let not the flame die.
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The Tengboche Rinpoche

FRANCES KLATZEL

he Venerable Ngawang
Tenzing Zangpo Rinpoche,

abbot of Tengboche
Monastery in Khumbu, is still in
Kathmandu after his
participation in WWF's “Sacred
Gifts for a Living Planet”
programme last month. In a
sunny room in his small dera in
Boudha, the Nepali Rinpoche
sits contemplative, meditating,
listening to the news on the radio
and telling fellow lamas what
needs to be done to bring peace
in the world.

The Rinpoche was
recognised as Tulku or a
reincarnate of the late Lama
Gulu, the founder of the
TengbocheM monastery, by
Ngawang Tenzin Norbu a high
lama in Rongbuk. He was then

sent off to Tibet for many years

—
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of study and he came back in 1956
to be the abbot, or Rinpoche, of the
Monastery.

What's remarkable about the
monk is his broad vision. From the
needs of the 50 lamas at his
Gompa, to the state of nature, the
village, the nation and the whole
planet, the Rinpoche believes in
“doing things right and not only
talk”. And his efforts have borne
fruit. The preservation of forests in
the Tengboche area is a growing
success. “There’s still a lot to be
done. We're asking for government
forests to be handed to us so the
Monastery can take care of them,”
he says. “The park people are
planting trees. That's okay. But they
only plant in areas that are visible
to passers-by. More than good work,
sometimes | feel it's a hoax. There’s
no planting deep in the forest or
along the riverbanks,” says the
Venerable. “This year we have
decided to plant new saplings at our
own cost in barren areas.”

The Rinpoche strongly believes
in community-based action. “If there
are basic facilities in the villages—
electricity, water supply, school and
roads—people will definitely come
back and look for new ways to
develop their villages.” He is

saddened by the way
Kathmanduites are dealing with
their environment, culture and
religion. “They are throwing stones
on their own head. Look at all the
pollution and waste. In
Kathmandu | found people
listening to radio a lot. | also do.
But how can you be informed
about developments and crises in
the world listening to only songs?”

The world could do with
improvements, but Rinpoche has
time for jokes. “I don’t know
English. That's my biggest
advantage. If | did, I'd be busy
explaining about the Monastery to
visitors,” laughs the 66 year-old
monk. But he welcomes visitors to
his Monastery.

The Rinpoche is proud of the
work of the Tengboche Sacred
Land Eco Centre. “We are not
lamas to sit indoors and chant and
talk only about philosophy. We are
aware of the changes in the world,”
he says. In his speech at the WWF
event he said: “In my Monastery,
we have been making a great
effort to promote conservation,
reduce pollution and waste,
and raise awareness of the
relationship between spirituality
and nature.” ¢
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