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| EXCLUSVE |
Round Ten

Nepal and Bhutan will sit down for the
10th round of ministerial talks starting
Sunday to try once more to hammer out
a deal on the return of the 100,000
Bhutanese refugees living in camps in
eastern Nepal. An agreement is
possible only if the 10-member
Bhutanese delegation led by Foreign
Minister Jigme Thinley agrees with
Nepal's criteria for verification of
refugees. Bhutan insists each individual
be taken up on a case-by-case basis,
while Nepal says humanitarian norms
dictate that the family as a whole must
be taken as a unit. The UNHCR has
suggested a middle-of-the-road option:
take up every refugee over age 25 for
individual verification, and the rest as a
family unit. Julia Taft, the US official in
charge of refugee affairs, who visited
Kathmandu and Thimpu earlier this
month backed the UN approach. The
talks are fraught with pitfalls, among
them is the issue of the 17,000 children
who have not known life outside the
camps.

Kadirgamar in jam

Kathmandu's

monstrous traffic

jams are not just

trapping

commuters. This

week, Sri Lankan

Foreign Minister

Lakshman

Kadirgamar was

stuck at the Babar

Mahal intersection

for half an hour

on his way to the

airport to catch

his flight out. Sri

Lankan officials

were said to be peeved that
Kadirgamar, who is on the Tamil Tiger hit
list, was provided no security while
Greek Foreign Minister George
Papandreou, who was here at the
same time, had two van loads of police
and four out-riders. Kadirigamar's lone
police escort finally made a passage for
the car through the jam. A senior Shital
Niwas aide told us the security
discrepancy was because
Papandreou’s visit was “official” while
Kadirgamar's was a “working” visit.

IC814

On Christmas Eve last year flight IC
814 from Kathmandu to Delhi was
hijacked and held in the Afghan city of
Kandahar for a week. A flashback at
the ordeal and its continuing fallout on
Nepal's tourism industry....... pg 4-5
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CLOSE TO THE EDGE

The government is ready to set up a
special paramilitary force to take on the
Maoists whose presence is suddenly felt

nationwide.

BINOD BHATTARAI
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ARMED AND DANGEROUS

The question of whether violence is a legitimate strategy for a
proletarian revolution in Nepal has split our communists many times
both before and after 1990. Khadga Prasad Oli, deputy leader of the
main opposition UML, was one of the leaders of the Naxalite rebellion
in Jhapa in the 1970s. “Once you take up arms it is difficult to give it
up,” says Oli. “Within two years, some of us had realised that armed
struggle was the wrong way, but it took us 10 years to change the
party’s approach.” His decision to eschew violence even cost Oli his
party membership, and he understands why the Maoists face a
dilemma now: “Today it's impossible for the Maoists to win power through force,
but neither is it easy for them to stop their struggle.” One window that may get
the Maoists back in the mainstream would be to win over the masses by
implementing broad-based economic and social reform programmes, and thus negate the
need for a revolution. That would be possible only with strong, firm governance and by a
government that knows what it is trying to achieve.

SUBHAS RAI
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WAKEUP CALL

Most Nepalis would not accuse us of being alarmists if we took a deep
breath today and said that the country is staggering towards a dangerous
abyss. Ten years after democracy, ten prime ministers and three
elections later, rulers whom the people trusted seem to have run out of
gas. Increasingly, it feels like we are flogging a dead horse. Legally the
ruling elite may still have the mandate to rule, but morally they have
abdicated that right. Rulers who fiddle around while the country burns,
can't take tough and timely decisions, put the welfare of their neediest
citizens on the back burner, and rulers who are only interested in
amassing money and power as if there were no tomorrow cannot be
entrusted with the destiny of this nation.

The matrix of change comes in two basic types: it can be for the
better or for the worse. Change can bring development, or it can bring
degradation. Development, or progress, is said to occur when change
is understood and controlled, when rulers and ruled work towards a
goal-oriented process of change that is for the better. But the other
kind of change is when things spiral out of control. The rulers have
neither the inclination nor power to steer, and the chronic failure of
governance makes the ruled fatalistic, leading to apathy and despair.
This is when we can say there is regression and degradation. It does
not take a rocket scientist to look around Kathmandu today and conclude
that what is happening to the country is degradation and regression. The
more serious aspect of it is that a people who have waited ten years to
see even a glimmer of change don't see any. They are no longer just
blaming our feckless leaders, but also the system. The threat of demo-
cratic reversal (both from the left and the right) is more real today than at
any time in the past ten years.

The irony of it all is that this is one of the few times there is a majority
government in power that has the numbers in the legislature to see
change through. And yet, nine months after the present rulers took office,
more than at any time in the past five years, there is a feeling of no one
being in control. Five million school children could not go to school last
week because a student union threatened their teachers, a tourism

industry crippled by
the lack of timely
intervention is
bringing the
economy to its
knees, farmers in
the tarai don't want
to grow rice anymore
because they lose
money on every sack
they sell, donors are
seriously contem-
plating winding down development projects. It has now reached the point
where the government should evaluate its own non-performance and tell
us why it has failed. Even at the best of times, Nepal's development
challenges are so serious and solutions are required so urgently that
any government that takes it upon itself to try to rule has an unenvi-
able task. Without iron resolve, strong vision and commitment, a
super-efficient and honest bureaucracy, we cannot begin to make a
dent on this country’s crisis of poverty, inequality and social justice.
But this is not the best of times. Democracy is being squeezed from
the left and the right by people who want to see it fail.
This is a wakeup call.

FULL OF SURPRISES

What do you say when you look around inside the cabin of a plane
flying to Kathmandu these days and see that half the seats are
empty? Well, you turn to the bright side, and say the seats are half full.
At least there are some daredevil tourists still coming to Kathmandu.
They must be into extreme adventure. First there is the adventure of
the trek, the rafting or safari then there is the adventure of facing the
gauntlet of touts, taxi drivers and beggars clutching at your bags as
you emerge from immigration. Now, in addition to all this, there is the
adventure of trying not to get kicked out of a hotel. At the check-in at the
other end, most tourist passengers were worried: will we find a hotel, do
we have to walk from the airport, are we going to be kicked out at
midnight? It is becoming apparent that Nepal is not for the faint-hearted.
The image we are trying to cultivate for our tourism industry is: “Visit
Nepal: It is Full of Surprises.”
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by CK LAL

Spirituality in the age of science
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“Not everyone carries a gun in a revolution”

SUBAS RAI

Excerpts from an interview with Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist) ideologue Baburam Bhattarai in the Nepali-language
weekly, Sahara, 10 Dec.

In arecent article you stated that the present educational institutions
should be burnt down. If the educational institutions in your time had
been burnt down, would it have been possible for you to complete your
education?
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How do you counter the argument that you have done your PhD and
send your children to boarding schools, but want the children of other
peopleto give up their books and carry weapons?
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Mao said “a revolution is not a time
for holding parties”. You cannot
expect politeness in revolutions.
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Isittrue that you got interested in politics while you were studying at
ASCOL [Amrrit Science College in Kathmandu]? If true, how could a
highly educated person like you join a classless revolution and politics?
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Couldyoutell us something about your experiences at ASCOL?
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““Soni saw his life flash before his eyes...”

Daman Kumar Soni was sitting next to Rupin Katyal when the
stabbings began. Satnam Singh was in the seat directly
behind Katyal. As the flight had made its way towards
Amritsar, the flight purser had been shifted to the twenty-
fourth row. The hijackers had picked out eight well-built
passengers, summoning them by crooking their fingers and
making them get up. Daman Kumar Soni was among them.
One at a time, they were asked to move to the executive class
cabin where they were made to sit down, tightly belted in, and
with their seats reclined. “When | walked into the executive
class, | saw an open bag with what looked like yellow nylon
rope in it,” Soni says. “l wondered what it was for.” He was
soon to find out. The rope was used to tie the wrists of all the
eight passengers who were belted into the seats in the
executive class cabin. “They looked like handcuffs,”
remembers Soni. Among those who were handcuffed with
them was a man called Chander Chhabra, a honeymooner
whose name was Garg, at least another Indian in his thirties,
and a foreigner with a beard and long hair who was
blindfolded.

In the cockpit, when the countdown began, bits of it could
be heard through the cockpit door. “As it progressed, Soni

saw his life flash before his eyes. “It was excruciating. An
image of my family deity flashed before me. | thought we were
all going to die. It was a hopeless situation.” From the front,
they could hear shouts: “Pilot, plane udao, plane udao (Fly the
aircraft).”

Loud, angry exchanges emanating from the cockpit and
outside its door punctuated the air. A hijacker, later identified by
the passengers as Doctor, came rushing up with a small knife,
no larger than those used in a kitchen, to the rows where the
passengers were tied down. “He started stabbing Rupin,
hitting him repeatedly at least 20-25 times. It was all so fast, it
looked like he was pounding a roll of dough.”

Doctor then went towards the cockpit door but came back
and once more began to assault the mild-mannered Katyal
with the small knife. He then moved to the seat behind him and
began to attack Satnam Singh. While everyone else stayed
quiet, Chander Chhabra began to plead for mercy. Doctor
aimed a kick at his face to silence him. Another foreigner, a
Belgian, was also struck. Blood was soon dripping down the
seats and on to the floor. 4

(Excerpted from 1C814 Hijacked! by Anil K Jagga and
Saurabh Shukla, Lotus 2000)

The hijack of flight IC 814 on a Kathmandu-
Delhi flight exactly one year ago this week
unleashed an Indian media frenzy that
targeted Nepal. One year later, Nepalis are
still finding it hard to ignore the fallout.
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by DANIEL LAK

Ten reasons why we must not despair

Some of us were forced, nearly at gunpoint, to play
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Hijack diary
Soon after Sanjay Dhital and Rosina were married, he had to be back at his job with a Japanese charity in Peshawar. So their journey was going to

be like a honeymoon trip. Well, almost, for as they boarded IC 814 in Kathmandu on 24 December last year, they could hardly imagine they'd go
through such a traumatic ordeal. Nepali Times presents excerpts from Sanjay’s diary:

IT policy: real or virtual

It's official. We now have an IT policy. Last week the Minister
for Science and Technology called a press conference to
discuss the policy and announced that the government

Friday, 24 December

| couldn't get the PIA flight to Peshawar [via Karachi], so we had
to fly Indian Airlines. The flight was two hours late. We took off
and half an hour later were served lunch. I'd begun eating when |
heard shouting “Heads down, don’'t move.” Looking back, | saw
three masked men running up the aisle. Two had pistols, the third,
a grenade. They shouted in Hindi: “Don’'t move or we'll shoot.” |
stopped eating, put my head on my knees, shut my eyes and
waited. An announcement came over the PA system: “The plane
has been hijacked. Don't try to be smart. Keep your heads down.
Or we'll shoot you.” The captain came on: “We've been hijacked,
try to be patient, obey instructions.” We had to blindfold
ourselves. The plane descended and landed somewhere. | thought:
if there’s a commando raid, it will be now. But we took off 25
minutes later. | was really scared. My wife began to cry, and |
held her hand. The plane landed one more time, and took off
again.

Saturday, 25 December

We landed for the fourth time. There was no way to tell where we
were. We were made to sit at the back of the plane. We were
given four biscuits each and water for lunch and asked if we
needed to use the toilets. We could take the blindfolds off. It was
difficult to hold back the tears. My wife glanced at me as | wiped
away my tears. She ate two biscuits. There was total silence.
Around 10 pm they brought food—nhard rice, beans, water. It was
very cold, and we heard later that the temperature outside was
minus eight degrees. It was difficult to sleep.

Sunday, 26 December

| was very thirsty and asked one of the hijackers, a reasonable
fellow called “Doctor”, for water. He poured me a soda. They put
our blindfolds back on, and in the afternoon gave us naan served
on Afghan Airlines cutlery. | knew we must be in Afghanistan.

Monday, 27 December

The captain said: “No one has come to rescue us, the Indian
government is doing nothing. I've asked for international help on
CNN and BBC." The hijackers said: “Your government doesn't
want you, why should you return? Let us all die together.” They
cursed the UN and the US saying Muslims are dying in Chechnya
and no one is bothered. Around noon they said UN diplomats were
coming from Islamabad. An Indian team was expected by
evening. The hijackers looked more relaxed. We did not need to be
blindfolded, and could talk softly. Deep within | was worried they

had major demands. That evening, a passenger was asked to
recite dialogues by Gabbar Singh [a character from an old Hindi
film]. The atmosphere was lively at times.

Tuesday, 28 December
One hijacker was called Burger. Negotiations were on and he
even joked a little.

Wednesday, 29 December

Biscuits for breakfast. Women got milk. The smell from the
toilets was unbearable and | was worried about diarrhoea.
Someone came to clean them, which was a relief. Burger
interacted with passengers—women called him bhaiya [brother].
Talks were still on, and they served us chicken. For the first
time, | could sleep today.

Thursday, 30 December

Suddenly, the atmosphere on the plane was different. Burger
appeared with a megaphone and woke us up. “I have bad news,
the talks aren’t going anywhere. The Indian

government didn’t agree to our demands.

There is only one thing we can do now—

kill you and ourselves. Your government

doesn't not care about you. We will begin

killing you one by one. | may appear

friendly, but | can be tough. Think about

Allah, recite his name.” This was it. After

an hour Burger asked: “Does anyone

want to eat?” No one spoke. Then Gajendra, a Nepali, asked for
food. He ate well. At noon Burger went to see the chief. He
returned after 15 minutes, smiling, “Salaam alaikum friends. At
the Taliban's humble request, the Indian government istalking
again. Pray to Allah.” An hour and a half hour later,

he appeared saying, “Congratulations, 80 percent

of our demands have been met.” We were

relieved, and waited. Burger asked if we wanted to

give the Taliban a token of our appreciation. We

decided to present them with a model of the

aircraft we were on with details of the hijacking.

Burger said: “Brothers and sisters, please

forgive us. We did not want to cause you all

this trouble. Your families have suffered a

lot. We want to hear that you've forgiven

us.” Everyone said in Hindi, we forgive

you. Burger said “Have a good trip back,”

and stepped off the aircraft.

hoped to earn Rs 10 billion from hardware and software
exports in the next five years. IT is to be declared a national
priority sector in which the government would be all: the
“promoter,” “facilitator,” and “regulator.” It is also proposed to
declare IT companies “essential services” to ensure that the
sector is not affected by strikes and bandhs.

The government also envisages setting up a venture
capital fund and an IT park in Banepa that would be used as
an “incubator” to nurture new companies. Companies that
set up operations would be allowed to import equipment by
paying just one percent customs duty for five years. However,
the customs concessions specified by the policy would be
applicable only to training institutes. And they will need the
recommendation of the to-be-formed National Information
Technology Centre (NITC). In addition to recommending
duties, the NITC is also to work on computerisation of
government offices, develop content, design and assist the
government in designing websites.

Other “will do” statements include establishing Internet
nodes in all districts within three years and taking the Net to
the villages. It also specifies that telephone charges for
Internet use would be gradually reduced—in contradiction to
reports that the Nepal Telecommunications Corporation
plans to raise local call tariffs (see: Nepali Times #21).

Still in one piece

The Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-Leninist), generally
known as Ma-Le, managed to keep itself together by agreeing
on a last-minute compromise to keep its central leadership
virtually unchanged. The first formal national convention of the
ML, held 7-13 December, endorsed Sahana Pradhan as
President and Bam Dev Gautam as the all-powerful
General Secretary. The ML split from the parent UML party
about 33 months ago and was completely routed in the
parliamentary elections of May 1999. Powerful dissident
CP Mainali has been given charge of the western
development region and two other party organisations, while
Devi Prasad Ojha is to head the party's publicity wing.
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Maoist leaders could be foreseeing that serious
instability caused by the insurgency could be used
by the former autocratic forces to regain their lost
powers, or even cost Nepal its independence.
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Peacekeeping for a price

The poor in poor countries are twice betrayed: by the
rich nations and by their own governments.
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thereed g ddisaion
denacr acy, peace and hunan
rigts. Tnesegoermarisearn
herdcurrercy by sed ng
caatirgatsd thar anedfacesas
pesoekesd rgtrages. Beryaei s
hepyviththi scosy dd | ari sed
ded . Qlythepoor inpox
ocutriesaetweebdraed bythe
richraiasadbythar om
govermerts.

&, thesegovermarts never
learn Benastheissed
d sori mreti oni npey andparsi an
d Grkasdd esintheBitish
anyisrag ngand Nl i
satinert isdegdy offendecHhe
Npd i govermarnt vatsits
sdd erstobeind wkdinthe N

peeoskegi ngmiss ntoS erra
Leoe Thisisaski gtokel ynched
Fore gnNin ster Gelera Rrasad
Bstdahesgreasepfuthe: he
vatsBitishid ptoetdlisha
reg ad inareiad tranrg
oatrefa peeodkegrsin
Rchdd . ¥es, thesaeBitish
wthwihomhe aught to havetaken
Wthepay-adpas nissetd is
agtdimgNeis

TreVesternver| ddoesi t vart
body begs comng beck frami tsver-
veg rya peeoded rgthetres Itis
miticdlyeqes eaded & e

emnif it coeswthahgty pey
pede. Cegper, adsate, togd
thosedad qi rgoautrysdd sto
pll detnisat d trefiresrajrg
aandtreverl da aygventine
Trel esst veceandbi sl earnant the
oEsd ver adpsee adleanto
gekfa treineetsd ar om
peod e Mybet he Jgpaneseveu d
raeenfagvenfa ther berkeric
ROWEanps sooner hedthevictins
nt beenframthe\isternverld ¢

Shastri Ramachandran is a New
Delbi-based Indian journalist.
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SAVING FAITH

|1 vio koGl auttawil |
afirdtkes.tjai am

dad farlia: therexirg
bravehorse therider, sverd-had
redimganhi sderge’ sflak,
lodi ngseardirng yosr Hisrigt
duldy. InGlatta itisprhgs
thenost Lrilliatlyoood vedd dl
threherd clrazesd Bitish
Vi cgroys adfanaus gererd sthet
oced | gpedthena dnadare
nowt ucked avay under treesinthe
VictaiaMnaorid o damupin
soesehl aved revenvinthedd
@vermen Husea Barrackpore.
Tispatiala rawe a raheits
lak-dike wsedtoocoyythe
tradficidadqpesteRrk Sregt
util it raceveyfa thestaed
Mihat na Gandhi . Vider e vags
aredfeedthevis nd Grerd
Sr Janes Qiramcherg ng up
fesh oed eRrk Sreg tohaetea
a AuysadTrircss o readanew
Hsayd histinsa theGfad
Book Depat, they nay nowsuggest
heiscd | qi gavay framthe
teptaiasd thestred. Infat, he

Thtee men on a hotse

His penetrating backward glance could be for any number of
reasons, since Jung Bahadur, was forever on guard against
assassination attempts.

isfaes fraen led gadege
& et thebes gpdresi dayin
Lucknowand he vears theuni farm
o theBengd Ay whi chhe
conmanced.

Therei sthenagifi cat
derger, elrynsd eadven
fatHulyportragd itstdl
streammgbdindit. It reqiresaly
thedigtest inag reti ntoseethe
svedt coursi ngdomitsflaksad
fanfleddrgitsfaee In
kathrandy, therider is Grerd
JugBredr, first Rraprine
mhige o N, pradindl his
deoarati ars andveeri g, perhes,
thel egacery pear| necdd ace
purchesed framNina Shi b, Qeen
M ctori ahed honored i mththe
Kigt GadCGaoss o the Qder of
theBth Rincelou s Nypd em
lae Npdenlll o Frae
pesatedhimithhisjed | ed

swordandthe BEhperar of Gina
hed best oned upon hi mt he
oautry shighest (andnost
unpronounceed €) avard,
acconpani ed by t he Doudl e- Bred
Reecock Feether andthe S e
Qet. Tregererd vearsthegam
ecrstedcromd thenaerg a
frirenmn ses, thekrdd perad se
duesachingbehind Hs
peretrati ngbeckverdg ace cad d
befar ay rurber of ressons, since
JugBiedr, dnost edesdy
ind vedinp s and ooys ad
[l eceirtrigues, vesfaee m
gerdad ret rdimatemts
shzaresayhigayhes
oatrived Rintirgtoapatratin
Hspdaed Trgethdi, teis
quot edas sayi ngtohi s conperi an,
theBitishatho d Journgyto
Kat hnandu, Larence Qi pharti,
‘Thisisnypoor undl e Nt heber
Srh viond s, [t isverylike
A

Anrded aqeset inthe
pedestd , decoratedwihthenom
adthesun, akhkri, cannbd | s,
theinrin o fed, arifleada
svard bersthel eged’ Hs
Bod ey MergaSr Juy
Bohadr RNaGCB&GCSI.
Though Li ng A mMiko Kang
VehgSan RineNnister ad
@mander-inGief, Nyl . Brn
19 h Ashed 1874 Sanhet . D ed
ZthPregon 1983 Srprisingy,
therei sd soanirexigianin
Rrsan adthesadpta’ sreme

T Book London183L, is
i rscri bedonthebesed the
gde

W chcaefirst, ==
the Qtramor the Jug
Bahedlr staue? Qtrams
dovi ausly. Thought he renoweed
sod par J.H Fd ey RAamtsto
adactetohissgaue an
irsxigiontdlswsthe tretrawe
vascast by R Msefidd &Q@.
Founders, London, in1873 The
gred fedd edtenyersearlier, 0
| vad if heeir st fahis
likeess. | hedd veystaenit far
gatedthe baththeG attaad
Kat hnandu st & ues vere t he verk
o orenan, but Jug Bahedur’ s
staehesthenae T. Books,
Lodn, 1881, i mscribed anits
bese Badsha gaed Fdey's
addats abilliat apig a
resoos d efar casti ngtheseood
brazefrartheaigrd nod d
Jug Baredir d edin 1877, soae
g nthestauei s post hunaus and
areis| et vorderi nghoathe
ol pa ariveda sodedl edad
perfed alikeress. \ktever the
aserstoanirtrigirgstueion
thereisrodout the thesetvo
dnot idbticd egestriangtaues
aeawnrgthefinest anwvbere

Jug Bhedir vesri t thealy
Rraprinenn ster perpetuatedin
lrave Theydmost dl vere ad
Kat hnandu' s Tund khel or Mi dan,
etibitssmeatstad mstaay
-aeach evingthed nost

by DESMOND DOIG

i npossi d ey hvi gthehorseresr
wmasng ehndleg Fanus
reesinheracstauayvere
comnssi oned arced. | knowdt
alyaeecqtim asady
dsiritedlraved alde pine
nn ster thet camnssi aned| acd 1y,
Ves 0s dredtoifeia toaed
augitsilat rehrenmn
Kat hnandli snai den. [t stands,
rather imoguody, inateqie
ourtyerd

Wit s anazi ng ves the feat
of gettingthese cunersone ad
vast|y heavy nnunert s to
Kathnandy, asthey bd agtothe
tinevieneverythi ngi nported hed
tobecariedosr thenauta rs
betveenNpdl andindia
Linus res, rod carri s,
edraeat denddies, hue
\egti anmirrars, grandd ancs and
sitesd podrasfurituedl
verelragt inonbeds o porters
tdlimgypeaiastrdls Fajle
cendd i ers ool dfi rdred acenart s

for partstrckennrrars nost
have been a headache-but howt o
regd aeadd i catefi g brdenar
pacaethebedoend a
dcgitaedpinemn ster?
Grryimgand eghat vad dhave
besg.
Trereisathirdinthistril gy d
sma gqetringda s, the o
Ntgi Sihhes CandraBsea the
SarBzaar oressing Thereismo
dokt vheretheirspirai oncane
from Ahudredyears sqperatesthe
aigrd twadthed sraqutio
reethird hu therenst bea
nord smeereinasirge
i rspi redverk servi ngthe nenary
d threesuchwdd yd fferet bt
d stimgu shednart adeshi g Ny i
pirenn e, aBitishgaad
adanind anherodf | ndepent
dece ¢

(Excerpted with permission from In
the Kingdom of the Gods,

HarperCollins, 1999)
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Dev Kumari Thapa
THE EARNEST, IMPERFECT EVERYMAN

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

Bv Knari Thepai saed thenest estad i shed Npdl | witerswiting
tocky. Brninl1927inKrseong, 1nd a, shehes nade B rat neger her hone
Seistheathr o serd st sayad|ediasaddil del shods, ad
hes heededthe B ratneger ShityaSasthen Trestarytramsl a edbd owes
aigrd|lypddiseds xyersapinSmakd inSitya#l4 adit sosdf
theathy’sddll inpartimgenevocativesad d partrat inasot, cad se
dyle Tesaycgtuesthetuld eaved thelifed thesmle eanedt,
imafed erymninaswaysrutuedfainwtice

The course of life

H's nene nay be SomBahedir, but everyorej ust ca I shimMilala .
Bren he doesr t knowhowd dhei's. Hecod dbetverty or he cou dbe
dxty. Tereaeoantleslirssanhisfaoe bt Hsharisth dkandd ak
Hsteghaedragt, sragadwite hiscapedmfar. Milaisdim
sut, eergeticadgaru as. Al kindsd pegd econetohi sshopfar
nanacha. Al ks o chetter tekep acethere Whout ary forethougit,
headkhisomviestotreqinasd hisdiats Hbarsanindede
arinnytordsthevd | -to-co Hesays, ‘ Thenardhartsd thehilIsgd p
thefid dsdf theporr; therardartsd thetera ruinther vigor by mxing
ineddesirtofodya rs. Yucait firdasirg eatheticredhat Ny
thesedys. Hwilll tHscantryeser lest? Hesigsheaily. ‘W re
becoing t he kanchhes andbetedurs of fard gers at j ust drced, but
irsicear coutryasvdl.’ Cietslaghventhey hear hisverds, ad
soed tharesk, ‘ Yougvegea speeches, Milali, viydoit youjan
aed trepaties? Hesas, ‘WO fill iystanachif | jd ntheperties?
Ate d msadedfranfor sgpratejds, I’ veredmfill o jas, to
Tret’ swhy | ve grered thi s nanachashop. Nwif | jd naperty, wio |
rinthisshgy? Qedieat shats, ‘@ rarried then’ Milalags, ‘I've
narriedthriced ready, hownany naretines shou d| narry? Nre df ny
vives|at, theyjust akedf vithd | iypossessias.’ A this eeryae
redsinogffas. Hetoolags Helodsjoid. e’ shoMdilais.
Hsfirst jdovesa ar dfice Tret’swenl git tokonimNMilg o
SmBaredr, hedi mressed everyorewthhiswork assapen Bergetic
adcdexfu, hed dasseveryoebee Fr thebosses, hewl ling ylbragt
tea sitsadd gretes, hedsadtheddrs, adrecarialfiles; hed so
sidiedd! theahas. |, theacooutat a thet office becaeqited cse

tohim Heusedtoconetony | odg ngs and do sone shoppi ngfor ny
nat her. Soneti nes ny nat her voul d g ve hi msone si npl e snacks. Qe
cay helrougt ustomatoes and od [ ard greens. W nather sod ded hi nfar
squanderi nghi snaney. Bt | understood-ke ddonethet becassedf hi's
omsd f-respect. M nather usedtofeed hi mevery novandthery ad
fedirguessya this helragt sdl gftsd vegadd esantisvists.

Qe day sonathi gt het hed never hepenedt ook d aceinaur office
Trebossvies herdshoting, ‘@&t ot & oce” Wvered | surprised H
never shouted, evenvienyoset. Vit hed heppened? Ater awhil e, SIm
Bahedir energed framtheboss' sroom redand fl ustered. Hecanetony
deradsdd ‘Sr, witemgresgeimlete.’ Tisvesanady, nt a
den Beyoevesstatled adveahi sedhnma tol eaehisjdso
hegtily. eddit agee adstatedtobeoaeinsi stet. DI caposedhis
res geionl eéte adtypedit fa imAssonashes gedthel dter, he
| ft thedfficewthout sonuchas ananaste, asthoughhevere sone ki rd
dvda! Therevesala o tdkant hinet thedficethet dy.

Tret evering, hecanetoar house Benbefarel coul dask, he begen,
‘Sr, thet bossisathid.’ | amledveedy, adsad ‘Dut, mrsase’ H
sad ‘It'strd Sr, fa rrydashe stenfadrgretosted. | cal dit
gadit aynre adsol redtedtoky.’ Heddit sayrefused hesad
redted Mearsprickedtoatetion Hveswsgthevards o a
pditidan | asked ‘Wt hgopened? Adhesad * Lest veek | braugt
purcdesssvarthfivethosandtothedficg dagvithaki|l. Thelboss ket
thelill, adgaeneadestotaed| theprdessstohishose | dd
thet, but arexdt tokd aceinnyheart. Ater thet, anfar ather coca
sas, | takprdessnaat fa thedficetoh shose Bi tooky| put dl
thepurdesss macat adtakthenstragt totheSr a thedficg s
saeraomdagwththelill. TheSr frarthestarercar aer gaethe
L1l totheboss, adthebmsseqd adeda ne Sreturd ly| asveredbeck
H sananwo sd gestedd | hisshedl” Tothis, | sadnthing There
vesrit ayth ngtosay.

Ate that, SmBhedr startedtoruindter axther jdo Helogt ala
o veigt intheprooess. Frdly, hefoudverkesan gt gerdat the
vareosed anerdat. Heevengat narried Heddit last laga His
guerdjdy thouch Therevereboundtobei rregl aritiesat thet verehase
She'‘redted’ adhega thromat. Hswievet tovisit her parats,

adsrerever retuned Ater thet, Milaameagg nbegantovade aoout
insearchd vark | decedhinesalaore a amll. Heddit last there
dther; sol gacsdhmnather mil. Hecal dit last theredther, sol
tddhim‘ Lok Mila youdait possessthetratsaeneastohd dajdy
vhy don't youdosonetradei nstead? Youveri t havetostay under
ayoe sades.’ Hesmledvelyadsad ‘W tradecan! do, Sr?The
littlenarey | hed myvifetakvenshevert toher perents.’ | sad ‘|
know | cantake out athousandfrommy retirenant funds..! Gttingne
df, hesad ‘N Sr. Yuhaetol ok ater your nather. Youhavert t been
ddetosatleapraoer hoe | varit useyor nargy.” | assuredhim ‘It
varit becherity, fad. I'l1 lcenyauthet norey. Yucanpeynel aer.’ A
fewdays|aer, hegpened hi s nanachashop. Hs shopddquitevd |, ad
hereturned ny thassandrypess befarel ag Heevenstartedtod aywth
hsextracash, bu henever nanegedtonake ahone Ml aved di t
raryanadreygrl, adsart grisveddit tderaehisase s
Hstepe vesverybed Hl e | cosevithhisfistsoser thenost trifling
Mtas

Ate leairgfar jds, Milacad dfird lyd ayvithafene sa thaks
toh singpendat hus ress; theoorsed hislifehedfaurdap acetorest,
d last. Sretineshecantovisit ngnather, carryingfrutsa svets. N
nat her | oved hi mes her omsm

Trerevesala o urest inthenarket. Cenonstrati ans, strikes,
chelkkaj ans, peaceful processi ans—wnheard-of debecl es. | vas stand ng
a thewndow surveyi ngthe spectacl e Ahuge crond of denanstratars
appearedinfront of ny house. Youths, nidd e-aged nen and vonen,
thed derly, andchi | drenverevavi ngabout their arns and charting
sl ogars as they narched pest, carryi ngpl acards wth sl ogars pei nted on
reddah Afar, skimy, short nanves sheki ghisfists, hd leringad
| eapi ng about. H's whal e body vias shi ny wth sveat, and he vas
ertirdyrekedexoat for ashort lug tiedbd ovhisvast. | cdledny
nather, andind caedthat nanwthnyindexfinger. A first, ny
nather vas surpri sed Thenstestartedtoggg e “ There, now even
Mild sstartedtoja ndenanstrati ons. Lok, he s jumpi ngaroundli ke
anarkey.” Selaghedagin

Adl thagt-thecarsed SmBaredr’ slifé sjourney hes started
yet aceadn ¢
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Nepali fertiliser

Nepal's first chemical fertiliser plant was formally inaugurated last week. The Luna Nepal
Chemical Fertilisers—a Rs 260 million Nepal-India joint venture—promises to produce 60-
80,000 metric tons of nitrogen, phosphorus and potash-based compounds while providing
direct employment to 600 people. Nepalis own 20 percent of the factory’s stock, and the
remaining 80 percent is held by Indian investors.

Safest workplace

Surya Tobacco Company bagged Nepal's first National Safety Award for having the safest
workplace among 65 competing industries. The award was given as part of the National
Safety Week, 3-9 December, and Surya won it for adhering to European environment, health
and safety standards. Safety evaluation was conducted by a three-member jury comprising of
B.B. Chhetri, chief of the Occupational Safety and Health Project, S.N. Vaidya, director, Depart-
ment of Labour and C. Pinnagoda, International Labour Organisation.

Baker’s Pride

Maruti Trading has begun marketing six brands of chocolates made by Baker's Pride, an
Oman-based company. All the six new brands—Oasis, Bang, Zoom, Mega, Island and Bravo—
come in 20-30 gm consumer packs and are priced at Rs 11.

Yearend getaway

Chitwan is gearing up to welcome 150,000 Christmas and New Year's visitors at the Chitwan
Festival 2000 (26 December to 2 January) to be organised at Champachaur in Narayanghat.
There'll be 275 stalls selling everything from food and tourism trinkets to elephant rides and
boating on the Narayani River, say the organisers.

Sugarcane prices

Cane growers of Sarlahi and the management of the local Indu Shanker Sugar Mill have
reached an agreement on a higher price for sugarcane. According to the new terms, the price
of cane delivered at the factory gates is now Rs 136 per quintal, up from the previous Rs 125.
The government sugar factories have fixed the price of cane at Rs 131 per quintal.

Polluters protest

Public transport operators have begun to protest the government’s decision to get rid of all
vehicles that are more than 20 years old by mid-November 2001. The vehicles have begun

ECONOMIC SENSE by ARTHA BEED

Royal Nepal And Corruption
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RNAC has always been proud that it is less bankrupt than

Indian Airlines
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consecutive output increases in 2000 will lead to a

multisys

prolonged slump in prices.
Currencies: Recent econ

allowing Europe space to

and a gain of 2-1/2 cents
to a four-month peak agai

import demand, state-run
keep the rupee from appr

perceptions that the US economy is slowing down,

the week sharply higher against the dollar and yen.
The euro rose to 90 cents, its highest in three months

INDIAN RUPEE OUTLOOK: The rupee is expected to
remain ranged against the dollar amid thin corporate
flows and inter-bank volume. Foreign funds could buy
dollars for year-end repatriation. They have been net
buyers in Indian stock markets so far—added
$222.2m investment in November. Lacking strong

FOREIGN CURRENCY: Interest rates

omic data reinforced

catch-up. The Euro ended

on the week. It also surged
nst the yen.

banks may buy dollars to
eciating.

USD EUR GBP  JPY CHF

LENDING 950 6.50 6.00 150 5.13

LIBOR(1IM) 6.69  4.95 599 094 3.32
BANK RATES (DEPO/LENDING)MKt Hi/Lo Mkt Avg
S/ANPR 6.0/3.5 5.23
FID1YR 7.5/6.0 6.73
OVERDRAFT 15.5/12.5 13.54
TERM LOAN 14.5/13.0 13.37
IMPORT LN 13.0/10.5 11.52
EXPORTLN 13.0/10.0 10.63
MISC LOAN 17.5/13.5 15.03
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PACHYDERM POLO &

MIKI UPRETI

slegdhesit, theidad
and epghat pd o
tournanent i nNepal vas

borna aber inS Mritzin
1981 as Ji mEcvar ds of Ti ger
Tops vas chattingwthapd o
ent husi ast and whi skey nagret e.
Asthenigt oot nerrier, the
gane begant ot ake shepe. 1t nay
have evaporat edwtht he next

narni ng' s hangover had Ji ma

“Havestickadbd s, Gt

d eghartsready.”
Adsobagenthefirst-ever

initaicd interdicd

e ephat pd otournanert at the

Mgedi arfiddatsi cethe

Ryd QitvenNtiond Park.

d ayingtineeach, wthe ogeted
tvo-natrepd osticks andregu a
pdokdl's. (Foatkd [ svereace

used, but they exp oded under the
fet o dghatsastheydribed)
Trefid dusedtoberegd a pd o
fiddsize i thed ghartstak

toologtoge totheaher sideso

they have si nce beenreduced to
100 mx 60m Each t eamnow
fid dsthreed grats, echwtha
nahout and pl ayer veari nga
odaid-stylepthhd nat. For

t hose who have vt ched hor se
pdo it islikevech ngthegane
i nsl ownati on. Songone
describedit s “aed thevarld s
fastest gprasonaed retre' s
s onest bessts.” @ asJim

Evardspusit: “Hephat pdois

likep ajirggd f frontrebeckd a

sl ow navi ng Range Rover . ”

The elephant polo tournament traces its
origin to a telegram that read: “Have
sticks and balls, get elephants ready.”

aytine Quposingteantetsa
freehitif thereisafal.

o Ifpagsfdl df dgtats payis
stagpdutil they gt beckan

At the international elephant polo tournament in Chitwan
last week, enthusiasts played “one of the world’s fastest
games on one of nature’s slowest beasts.”

Let thecenesbeg (o), thed ashd
thetitas(l&t).

* Roer-scoypersared | oved
atothefiddtop ckyp
dghat dqprsdringday.

* Hetatsaedlomdtobefed
[d dene-ys (suprcaetd | s
pecked wt hnal asses ad rock
sdt) a theedd theratch
Mhout s canhave acd d beer,
bt nt d ghats.

* Rrsod falsirduk httirg
avhe dae, dgrat a
refereevithgi ok, o d gt
sadmmkdl.
Bfaeit vesred vedinNgd ,

thereaeveryfearecardstoshow

wered eghart pd oact L |y begen
Nini e wreMghd painti ngs ded ¢
wet | ocklikeverenhittinghe s
wthlagstidsfranthebeds o
d gghats. TreMherg ahdf Jaipur
intrelndangaed Rjasthn
vihovas apary pd odi d onedo,
stagedanexperi nartd natch50
yersap st ssajde redadrg
thepmi eswithd gdats.

The VEPA chanpi onshi ps are
initatiad adinitaiasaesat
at frantheAssod aiai's
heedertersa Tiger Tqsinthe
Ryd CitvenNtiod Rk
Htravefessare$s 00per team
adeatratsind ukSeenSig a
richl ayer frar@nFasi sco, Af
Bicksond Fort LaudercH e,
Haridg aather |ayer vod so
inddgesinhat-air bd | coningad
odlecti ngoorkscrevs. Hidaats
team cd | ed Srevy Tusker's,
whi chi ndl udes sone of hisfaur

tugtesaspams, thisyear

fi ni shed secod fromthe battom
SysHicksor “I dorit takeths
cpesaiady. | takeit
deesswdy.”

Tre Nepdl | teans, whi ch
ind uestheNtiod Rrksteam
gererd lydovel | sincethey have
thenost practi cerid mgd eprant's
inthepark andinthe Mghau i
fidd They haveventhetrophy a
coded tinas, last in198
Thi s year they had ahand cap of
five adcaefarth

RmAit Yadey, captand
theNttiond Parks teamand
forner varden of the Gi tven
Rrksays: “It’sbeen12years
sincel begnpaingpa A first
vejust dait gt it adlcst far
twoo threeyears. Bi thenve
oot thehangdf it, andve ve been
W nni ng .. V€' ve won because
or dgghatsaeswfter adve
dayvel.” ¢

Last veek, the 19h Anud

Vir | d B ephant Rl 0 Associ @i on
Chanpi onshi ps vere hel dwith
tenteans tad ngpart intvo

[ eagues. Ti ger Tops Tuskers t ook
avay t he VEPA 2000 t r ophy,
wnningthe chanpi ashipina
brilliat dspayd genesnanshi p
inthefird natchaga nst the
Swssa r Junos. The H dorado
t eamf romt he UBAvon t he
Anateur Qi chQpinahatly
cotestedbettl ewththe Srey
Tuskers.

Hepart pd oru eshave
changed over theyears, bu
besi cd | y eechgere casi sts of
two chukkers of tenninutes

The gane i s nat easy and sl ow
asit | ooks. Ateams perfornance
depends on coord nat i on bet veen
thed ggatsadthdar lifelay
oriverscd | ednahouts, betveen
vari os d et sinthe sane
team theaccuracy of the pesses
adthedilityd theforverd
degatstoatrnthe
guoret s, For saked fai rness,
thenounts and d ephants are
swapped & hal f-ti ne betveen
chukkers. Qher inportart rul es:
o Hepratsaena dlonedto

sqet o liedominfrat of

thegds.
* Hegatsaeit dloedto
pckupthebd | wththetruka

19th WEPA Championship Rankings

1. Tiger Tops Tuskers (Iceland)
3 Chivas Regal (India)
5. British Gurkha Gladiators (UK)

7. Eldorado (USA)

9. Harry Winston Rough Cuts (Japan)
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MILLENNIUM

If you celebrated the beginning of the new millennium last
year, you were wrong, wrong, wrong. At least you weren’t too
late. There are many domestic and international options open
to Nepalis to usher in the next thousand years of... whatever

comes up.

Bsicd |y, youcod dstayinkat hnandy, takeakresk
d resrtsats cethedty, gpoonadetuea
widiferdidas a, if timg indirgi madhutgs
aut, flytoareerhy desti reti cnoversees.

KATHMANDUAND VALLEY RIM

Were Hitd del’ Anapurng, Drber Mrg
WWen: NewYear’ s Bve
Rrtylire Gdd fus an wthArgurd sde's
prood ngfusi nau s red thepod S delam
Wl nteddinks, daroe, d mer, prizesadaher
rpiss Agg geid hiffe & Ger-e kieh
Brbet: R 30 per persnand $0far eqetri des.
Griact infornation Td: 221711 fax 977-1- 225236,
e | : gurne@g . nos. comng vels te
wwyonari . confit g -amepurne

e
Wiere The Brerest Hid, NewBanesver
Ve Cristnas Be, NewYear’ s Bre
Rrtyline 24, Dad3lRcspedd partya Glaxy
Dsco NewYear' s Bed mer, dercead | i venosi c by
Feoes, aRlig rokada GEeHi | .
Bog: Yuhaetogtothepartytofindad.
Grtact infornati ot Td : 483100, 483099,
fax 977-1- 490083,
e | ahhn@eresthatd . ooy
vets te wweeresthtd . ocam

\‘99
WWere Hitd Yok and Veti, Drber Mrg
\Wen: Decenter 20 orvards, 24 Decentier, 25
Cecenter, NewYear' s Bre
Rrtylire Qristrescaesadondd esmsd edating
20 Decentoer &t Labby Gzeho,
B 24—Cristrascard singga thel ddoy (6to7
). Afive-carseal acated me vitha
coplinatarygitif a The Gi mey;, anexdedd
hffe a theSiriseGfé
B 25— Buxchwthalive band
Cec 31—-Aseven-carsed mer & The Qi nmey; a
nezze ad kebeb buffet d mer wthliveNgpdli nosi ¢
adcacea Nedghe; bffe & SiriseGfé d soa
Ariumdd athe
Jan1-Rd s cebruchwithliveNgd i fusionnosic.
Budoet: Bec 24—-Dmner & The Ginmey i s RS 2500
per parsat d mer a Siri seGFéi s R 1200 per
pErsm
Bx5-Dme a TheSurise Gféis R 1200 per
pErsm
Dec 31—Dnner & The Gi nmey i s RS 3000 per
persan dmer a Nechger i s R 1500 per persan
entravetotheAriumi s R 1000 per persm
Jan1—-Rod si debrunchi s Rs 1000 per person
Al i cesind wktax
Griact infornati on Tel: 248099 240620, fax 977-1-
277, el : resavai n@dayei . com vetsi te
ww yekandyeti . com

e

\iere SdteeComA aza Tahecd

Wen: 23

Cecenter, 24

Decentoer, New

' ske

Rrtylire Fat

| am 23 Cec,

Wi dWid

\&&t, dildeals

faty.

24Dc—Dmer @& GrkhaGill wthRlip noberd
Sicale

31 B¢ —Thene d mer at Migha Ml har — Soece
Q@lyssey wthMCnaod Anarya Dutt, perf or nance by
aMrnha berd, buffet, door pri zes; d mer & Grkia
Gill ithSiceanlceasin

Bucbet: W dW dVest, R 1200far afamly o three
(R 40p edradild;

24 Dx—@&isalacate

31 Bexc— Soace @lyssey i s R 5566 per person; Goi s
R A00per prsm Al pricesind uetax

Qriact infarnation Td: 2725565 fax 977-1- 272206,
e |: crowed aza@h cp com Vel te
wwsce tee ocam

\kere The Rdi ssonHitd , Lazi npet
Wen 24, 25, 26
Decentoer, New
' ske
Ratylire Te
Rd ssm Rstry S
HIsCrigres
Hpers adassorted
treis
17-250ec —
Cristnas card sfram7to8 pmi nthe Rd ssm
Loy
240c-FRvecarsed me & theRnGféwtha
coplinetayd assd redvire
50c- Tukey bufet d mer wthul i mtedsparkli ng
wrea theRnGié
26 Bxc— Bxing By bruncha the ANGFé.
31 Dec —Thene di nner at Nepa Dhuku—Kissthe
Nl | emi umwth s, ind ud ng Sev efrarlodai s
Nin stry of Sudadabuffe d e
Buket: 24 Bec- R 1500 (exd ud ngtax) per person
25 e — RS 1199 per person.
26 [Bec — R5 999 per person.
31 Bec—Rs 12350 per per son.
Al prices5-313cind uktax
Griact infornation Td: 411818 fax 977-1-411720
ed | rad ssn@acket. canrp velsi te
ww radi sson. confikat hnano

e
Wiere: G ubHnal ayaNgerkat Resort, Negarkat
Ngarka 1saneasy D kmfromkathnandu A 207/Am it
prod dsagadviend thecatrd Nypd Hal ayg
i nd wd ng S she Rrgma,
Vien Qristnas, NewYear' s Bre
Rrtyline 50xc—Cristnasd mer vithlivep an
3 x-Fe0d biffe dme.
@& tharebsf ae 3l aha-ed dratiasaefa in
hosegestsaly.
Bucket: Dol eroons a R 4000 or $90. RS 200 o
$hpe sirg eram $pri ossarefa tarigsaly.
Grtact infarnation Tel: 680080, 630084, 410432
(Kathnandu offi ce); fax: 977-1-680068 413641
(Kat hnandu offi ce); enai | : d ubhi nd@os. commp

e
Wiere HitibenResart, Ferping
Ferprgisacue spat 15kmsathdf Kathranduwtha
ragi fi cat viend theHird aa
Vien: Ayt ne.
Rrtylire Nt sonchaperty asafewrd ad ngobys avey
franirehgt| eadecsssd dtycd dratias Beddadt in
bed scahimgvel ks, horserid g short trekadqui €,
piveteami g
Brogt: Bdandbreddast far Ny i's, B 180per
cadeps rigt; fa res dat eqetriates $6pe cade
per rigt; far tarists$0pr cad epa rigt.
@riact infarnation Td: 371397, 371537, fax 977-1-
371561; enail: el @rtrek Wi k. comip

e
Viere @ird Gdvari Rsart, Goaver
AZG-mnuedivefrarPRian, Goveri i sal uishget avay
wthgenhllsadaparancviend theHna aya
WWen: Anytine, 25 Decentoer.
Rrtylire Agn nt aprtyessuch it |ikektti ben
soesiosrd ad g Therearevesked pedkegssfar ae
rgt a tva Thepeckegesi nd wkelreddfast, d mer ad
Spercat dsoout onhed thd Wbfad lities. BBJ uch
Qristnas dgy. Treresart rusanhourly shittl eservice
fromMwRed vi a Tri purestver, R chovk, Lagarkid
adStdiea
Bogt: @enigt peckepat BRZ0a $bfa asinge
room and B 30 o $/5far adod ercom
Tvo-ni gt peckage B420a $0far asing eroom B
500a $100far adod eroom $pricesarefar non
Nis
Qriact infornati o Td: 533675, 5606/, fax 977-1-
530777, enai | : godevari @ockveri . Wi k. comng vetsi te
wwgavari resart. comnp
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| GETAWAYS

TREKKING

Th smgt nat sourdlikethebest i deaat thistined
v, it theviesareedd |l et, thear isaigy adyau
al dfirdtret it's

es @ thenyau

atidpte If yaire

avelk rofied of

orse youd resdy

koath s Sre

tredd gratesnre

pood a-erdses d e-at th stined year areg venbd ow

B gu Gnpa:
Rute Anarnmggat wthas xhor bsri cetoQeri kat
(northd Kehnard)). M |l pessthrach ddg, Rto
Me Mgty Sragkda Rgti, Keh Ke, Tai Ke,
G@nidd aBear, Bgy BguG@ma(aTibdannrestery),
adTinsayla GtchahsfrarBrai sebeckto
kat hrarndl
B t caut anfi nd ngaccomackti anardrd i dld efocdan
thsrate It mgt bebest togoanagd aredpedkeetrek
Botet: 0p prsnfa agapd far tosxind udg
nedl s, acoomackti on trargport i on( ket marduto
Curi kat adBrad setoka hnandl) adany capi g
failitiesregired
Tad draiar 8chs
N nomhel gt ; 3300m(at Ti ngsang La pess)
Eratevies Guishaia, Mugse

99
Gorepan:
Rute Aseverthour busricetoBund. You |l pess
throuh Re, Panchese Berjyag, Till her, Dkt g
Gorepan, Giork, Landrk, Rtana, and Denpus
Aed . DivetoRkKeraadca chanearly narni ngfligt
beck t o Kat hnandunext nar ni ng,
Bote: $390pe prsinfa agapd far tosx
ird ud rgned s, acoomackti an, transpartati on
(Kat hnandu t o Brunai and Dhanpus Fhedi to
Riterg).
Tad draiar 10cys
Mxi nomhel ght: 2000met Ranchase Bran yang
Enraieview Mresl u, Mchhepuchhere, the
Argaurnes, Deu g ri, Tukuche Reek.

99
Bard pur:
Rute Afar-hor busridetoRme Yo |l pessthrauh
Brd pur, aNveri Vil l agesurraudd by Mg il | ages,
BhunBejyag Ked Dah, Ja Bajyag Sa
Bejyayg Hlekeka Baesver, Lad Gun Ko
Cach, and Gyansi g Gun. Oi ve hone fromMig i ng.
Bog: §60pr prsnfa agapd far tosxind ud g
nadl s, acoanackt i an, transport (Kahnanduto imead
Mg i ngtokat hnard).
Tad draian 4chs
Mxi nomhel ght: 3000mkapel Banda
Erateview Ded agri, the Argournes, GreshHind,
lagay

Al pricesadratei rfamai cnoortesy NH aTredd gy
Kathrand Td : 412433
enai | : nancHl a@os. commp

WILDLIFE, SAFARTAND ADVENTURE

koshi TappuW d i fe Reserve

Kesh TgpuW difeRserveisfa adveturead
widifeloes Sredos 15sgkmtheRsaeis
acomi retiond vetl ad grassl ad sorubad

o dosfaest, dl o wichnakeit aed thebest
brdvedimsadeiesinAa TeRsaweis
aoess elyar, reedadriver. Ald-mntefligt to
B rat neger fromka hnanay, fd | oved by aone-andk &
hd f-hor driveistheess et giion For true
aletuessdkas, an8 10cky raftingtripdomthe
Snks Rwe isanedtimgaiion O, takethe
neanderi ng hi ghvay fromkeat hnaindu, a 10-hour
dive

Were Koshi TagpuW d i fe Gnp, Rrakashpur
Wen @t ober to Mrch (lest season)
Alatueline Mrnngjuy etrekshytheriver

| agoas advet | aok, rowrgdomtheriver, visiting
Treruvill agesand, of corse, birdetching Atvo
n gt three cby peckegei rd Les nedl s,

transportati onfrarBraneger Arpart tothe G
Buoet: RS 7000 per personfar Nyd i sad
eqeriaes, Sbfa tarigs

@rtact infornati on (Kat hnandl) :

Td: 247078 247079, fax 224237, 243250,
em | rese@q are Wi rk. comm.

Ryd CGitvenNtiod Rk
TreRyd GitvenNtiod Rrkisaed Aidsbest
widifesattuaries TreRrkishmetoos 50
ramal | enspad e, oredti | eadaph hangpedi es, ad
Shgeiesd hircs Beypedeeherel d wssdaism
d gat bedk; jud evel ks, caoe rgand rdhvet ot ng
Lokfa thegete aeharredrhing, theRyd Batd
T, g, widd edat, atd qe gripedhes geaid
adtre@ugicddgin Citvenisjust addmniefligt
a a9 xhor drivefrarié a1 yau rel add mgfar
smeged adature atve-cayrati geqed tiandom
theSti a Tisdi wil d soce yauthere

e
Were MchenW difeResort, Srechuri
Wen: Gt ober to Mrch
Aletueline Atvo
n gt peckagei nd uds
widifeadaltud
agivities rdsad
acconnadat i on.
Buroet: RS 5 000 per
parsnfa Npdisad
1% pr prsnfa eqetriaes (bathind wnytay). $
25per tarist and INS79 per Ind enreti o (bath
exduwngtax). @rtact irfarnati on(kathnandl): Td :
225001, 245401, 2465402, fax 24068L; enail :
wl d i fe@achen nes. camnp; vetsite
wwwv nepdl | nf ornat | on. cominachan

e
\iere Tiger Toos Jud eLodge, Theru Sfari Lodge
and Ti ger Tops Tent ed Ginp
Wen: 23cto2
N:|
Aletueline A
tvo-n gt peckage
idwksdl juge
ativties
acconnadat i on
adnads.
Bt : $150per personexd ud ngtaxes, perk feesad
trasportaian
Q@rtact infornati on(Kathnandl): Td : 411225 fax
414075, 419126, enail : i fo@ gernaurta n.com
velsite wwiti gernounta n.com
e
Were: The Rii no Resi dency Resart, Saraha
Wen: et ober to Mrch
Aletueline Atven gt adthree-chy pedenei nd uds
dl jugeativities neds aooomati an Rrketrate
fess, rardriptragotai mbdvenQitrasai & the
Rrketraceadtherexat.
Brogt: R3IA0pr persnfa N i's; S0far
eqdrides, INRBOpe prsnfa SO ad's,
fa tarids
Griat irfamatiar Td: 20007, 3198 fax 23120
ed | ifo@h rores dary. comves te wwrh o
res cay.aam

Ryd BrdyaNtiod Rrk

TreRyd BrdyaNtiod Rrk sreadoser 98sgkrin
thefa vest d Ny, 1sthel argest Wi carressareai nthe
tad lotatk It ishoetoethypalgedieslikethe

rhi nooercs, Wi dd ghet, ti g, sverpdaer, W adkbuck,
gwid aoad leadGrgicdd fin Asohereae
athopradardslikeBtd flaicn less flaien dlva-
egednes aadSxwscrae TreRrki s surraunosd by
livdyTreruvil | ages. AD-nnitefli gt framiét hrancl
fd | oredbyathreshour jepricewil | gt yauthere

\kere: Tiger Tops Karnd i Lodge and Tent ed Ganp
Wen: 230ecto2Jan

Alatueline Atvon gt pedkegeind ussdl juge
adtivities, accomackti nandned s.

Bret: $150per persnexd ud ngtaxes, park feesad
tragootdian

Q@rtact infarnati on(Kathnandl): T : 411225 fax
414075, 419126, enai | : i nfo@ gernouta n.com
vebsite: wwti gernouta n.com

yak & yeti ad
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MORE MILLENNIUM GETAWAYS

POKHARA

Riteraisit just thestatingpant far nost o

Ny’ sfanstredd rpadrafti ngokesti reti as. 1t

a soboest s of the Fheva Lake and panoranic Vi eve

o the Argaurnes, wth Mchhapuchhere, the nast

fanous geog i cd | adhark of Rokhera, domneti ngtheskylinetothe
noth Trevd ley o Rikeraisa and evationd aly 0nmand soi s
verner thenkathnandu 1t' svest of thecdtd adisacessidelbya3d
nntefligt a asxhour beride Cate MHiatasaed soadldde

Were The U beri Resort and Sa

Wen: 20 ectolJan

Rrtylire Athreerigt, four-day peckegei nd udes cd ke
accomackti on, interreti ol buffet
bredfets drpat trader,
ooyl i nertary shuttl esenvi cesto
Fhevalake, coml i nertary dri nks,
gfts, add scautsa theGrka
Br wthlivep avada Nsd
Govk wth Nepal i nosi ¢ and
e

Bec 30- BB unchwthlivenosichy Tatraa M ewRdint Beer

Grden dancepartywth @ cuttd s Jiny Tangyree at Base Gip

dsoathege

Grtact infornati on(Kathnandl): Tdl: 520085, 527583 fax: 523149;
emil: resv@ beri . canng vesite wwifd beri.com

\‘90
WWere Sagyi-LaVil | age Ridera
Wen: 21 Dec to 25 Dec
Rrtylire Asayd ayleghaventheadnedtesatitl esyautofree
hife redfasts gfts, freewsed thefitresscatre ad5parcat
dsocauts anfood, beverage, laundy adl agrd saecd | s.
Bret: R 10, 000far aNge i cod eand $l60for anexetriaecoyd e
Grtact infarnati on(kathnandl): Td: 436741 fax 436744 enail :
sharyi | asd es@ od b comnp vetsi te wwhat d shengri [ a com

CS
Were: Tiger Munta n Rokhara Lodge
Wien: 23 DectoJan2
Aletureline Atve-nigt peckagei nd udes accomackti on, ned s and
aetueativitieslikeed aimgtherearyfaests, cartrys cead
Grug Bhun, Ghetri villages nfodt, poyadnauta nhike ful- and
e f-cytrdsaaurdthe\d | ey sbeatifu | skesadp cduesgehl
villages, adhirdretding
Brgt: $190per persnexd ud ngtaxes, perk fess adtramsportati on
@rtact infarnati on(Kathnandl): Td : 411225, fax 414075, 419126,
enil: info@ grnoutancanvesite
ww ti gernourta n com

B 30- “Internationd Ngt” NewYear’ s Bre d mer and dance. OVERSEAS

Bogt: $20far asing ercom $20far adod eroom If ywhaedrethevid edrait, o just 1odd g
fa sae
good sln
adsadasaveyat o the

dgressmgod d hereaesoe
ppla trqicd detiretiasthis

and si ght sed ng peckages-$125- $1136
pa pErsm
\‘90
\lere Rttaya
Budget : Kat hnandu- Bangkak roundtri p
arfaeRs 25 30a $40
Arn theré saranged acoomadeti an,
food, transport adsi ght sesi ng peckagess—
$73 $467 per persm
oo
Were: Kaa
Budget : Kat hnandu- Bangkok- K &b
roudripa rfare-R 33 30a #h
Qreaggin dl-ind usi vepeckages ared erti fu -$1383- $61
Q@rtact infarnatiot Ta Arveys, ArgpuraAcackTd:
223665, 224381, 221247, fax. 225084

Si laka Si Larkadfersnarethenj ust beaches and good roeds
thrahthel ishooutryside There sthefaod CGristrassarit adthe
fanaus | d d-beck anhi enceto gt irnta

Wiere: G ono
Budget : Kat hnandu- Bel hi - Gl onibo
raudtripai rfare-$610
Afivesa threerigt adfar da-stay
inQ@ onoi f booked fromNgpdl i's
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In an interdependent global financial and
trading system, trust in market forces and
monetary policy alone is not sufficient.
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by RUBENS RICUPERO

High tech or high risk ?

irdgries

Frely, therecosery hesbem
seta redthsfa byhigly
farad ecod tiasintheverl d
ecooythet aresscgtideto
chage Asherps ondominthe
Baddteriaaioning dd
firendd cadtiasoad dbe
pertiod alyderag g

Afudenartd |essd the
firedd aigsisthe ecessve
rdiaveanfad gnresarcesad
rarket sl eaves groh prospect s
wirerdd etoedernd shods. Inan
inress rgyinterdgpaat d dd
firedd adtrad rggysamitis
dex thet trut inmarket farcesad
norgtaypdicyd aewll mt ke
affidet.

Inressdirterretiad oo
perainadd d ogeare nestd
iftheful paatid o rew
tedmd og estolri cpthegroimg
ogpbatventherichadpor isto
keredissd Tscdlsfa kdd
ledrdip o thekirdthet
wsheredinthe post-ver @l cen

Ae. 40m

Rubens Ricupero is Secretary
General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development(UNCTAD).
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No room for Roma

The EU may preach human rights abroad, but Europe’s Gypsies

continue to languish.
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Canberra cool on greenhouse cuts

SYDNEY - Australia, the largest per capita producer of greenhouse
gases, says its efforts to enhance “carbon sinks"—trees, farmland and
vegetation that soak up carbon dioxide—should mean it can have a lower
target for cutting greenhouse gas emissions. But environmental groups
say this argument is leading to official complacency about Australia’s
emission levels and appears to be pushing deforestation and the demise
of indigenous forests in this country.

Australia’s 1.5 percent share of global greenhouse gas emissions
seems low, but not for its small population of 19 million. Recently,
Australia’s emissions have increased 16.9 percent from the 1990 base
level, over 100 percent more than it was allowed under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

With an economy heavily dependent on greenhouse gas-
generating fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas, Australia says it cannot
afford to switch to renewable forms of energy. Like the US and
Japan, Australia has been avoiding committing to a low annual
emission target. The UNFCC, also known as the Kyoto Protocol, is not
yet in force: it needs to be ratified by 55 countries, but only 22 have
done so until now. Further talks on specific ways to cut greenhouse
gases, among them trading in “credits” earned from environmental
projects overseas by rich countries, collapsed at The Hague last
month. If carbon sinks are not included in the emission target
equation, Australia must curb 400 million tonnes of carbon dioxide
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Lost Word

Kerala, India’s ‘most literate state’,
relapses into illiteracy.
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Landmines in Afghanistan may stay longer

PESHAWAR - Severe fund shortages are forcing agencies
involved in de-mining efforts in Afghanistan to close or send their
staff on forced leave, setting back efforts to clear the war-torn
country of deadly mines.

“Only seven percent of our staff, including the emergency
teams, are working,” said Kefayatullah Eblagh, director of Afghan
Technical Consultants, one of the largest mine-clearing agencies
in Afghanistan.

The United Nations Office for the Co-ordination of
Humanitarian Assistance to Afghanistan (UNOCHA), which
supervises de-mining operations, has directed all mine-
sweeping agencies not to increase staff salaries for 2001 and
reduce other expenditure, and will have fewer organisations
assisting next year. The agency asked UN-member countries for
$26 million for de-mining activities in Afghanistan, but received
only $14 million for 2000.

The legacy of a decade-long (1979-1989) war between the
then Soviet Union and the Mujahideen, landmines play havoc with
the lives of ordinary Afghans. When the Soviets withdrew from
Afghanistan in 1989, they left 919 sq km of land strewn with
mines, making the country the world's most mine-infested area.
NGOs have cleared landmines and other explosive material from
218 sq km, leaving 720 sq km still dangerous. The mines have
killed 40,000 and disabled 210,000 Afghans. The Mine Action
Programme says 150 to 300 casualties occur every month on
uncleared land.

Haji Atiqullah, director of the Mine Clearance Programme for
Afghanistan (MCPA), said from January to October 2000,
agencies cleared mines and unexploded ordnance from 83
million sq metres, falling short of the 90.8 million sq metre target.
The shortfall was due to sudden reduction in UN funds in

September.
Afghan landmine-sweeping agencies want the
UN to arrange $20 million for next year. The MCPA
wants to carry out a survey of the northern
provinces, which recently fell to Taliban forces
after fighting with the opposition
Northern Alliance, to determine if new
mines were planted by either side.
Attiqullah said: “We aren't sure if
Afghanistan will be clean of
landmines in the next eight to ten
years, so we plan to erect
identification marks in such areas.”
A severe setback in de-mining
operations has larger implications
for Afghanistan. Land mines are
one of the major hurdles in the
return of refugees, development
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and reconstruction of the
country. ¢

SUVENDRINI KAKUCHI IN TOKYO
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fa theead ctiond th sd seeseas
it candfed Jgmesareadt d
nrepedetradling” hesad
Mrwam, o thelmstitued
v o g Ebonomnes, saystha
Japenshod dmat d asha dtopoor
oartrieshit rei seddtoCim
thet isregurtimh chgothraes
adi nressadfare gncashfl o,
“AdtoCiracantaead fferat
famsuwchasfar envirament ad
hedthpgedsrahe thn
eqas \eirfregruduethd isgill
theling” hesays. 4R
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Maoist foreign policy
Jana Anhen, 15 Decentoer

1 Alblaed adntilaed tregiesadayemartsfanduyust o ueqd Wil besorgped Al treties
thet vereseretlyeteredintowl | beracepddi cadthosethet arenct fair wll besorgoped Sedid
fadlitiesaureatlybd rgprod ddtopoverfu cautrieswill beeckd

2 WI na bepart o aymlitaydliaceadwll praest ayationthet triestos uteathirdooutry
byfae

3 WI fdlowenindegpendart fare gnpd i cy andi st ga ngtobeanener of usd ess argan sati as schias
SAMRC

4 WI kepd| nddborsa thesoed stae vill fdlonerdpratti seapd i cyd eqdity, friencshipad
udestad wthd | caurtries,

5 WIntetddishrdaiasvithoartriesthet d srimreeanthelesisd rdigm adar, castea ae
caryirgat mlitaryatinag et athirdoautry. Bi stingtregti eswthswchooutri eswl | bescrgped

6 Ujwt mlitayationwll kepraestedagret adhd pindl famsvill beprod dedtothecartry
&g et vk chiml i tary adti ani ke myt aken

7 Adinveeve famill beprod dedtopeqd evinareba mgoyressedinther perticd ar countri es and

eenif adul ver istak rgd acg, thequressedwl| keprod dedad

\G ceswil | berasdintreirterretiod faustofigt fa therigisd | adH adkedoourtries.

Olytregtiesthet aeeqd adbedidd tobththepartieswll bes ged, and exchenge pray ames

wil kerdda regla intends

0 Tediesthe foster friensh padudastad gwll bepraated

‘People’s Government’

Santodhan, 15 Decentoer

For thefirst tineintherearl yfiveyears s noethey begentha r i rsurgacy, theMa sts have amounoedthe
famtiond a'Rod € sG@vermant’. Thisisana o che | egetothe @ngress govermernt. [ nRikum
dstrict thepead € s govermarnt ves farmad on 1and 2 Broenher. Besi desachi f adadepuy chief, 15
dhesveed ededasrgresataives. TopMa st dfidd sadaher cadesatedadth s ceremary.

Acoard ngtosaurces, the Mai sts have chosen Rkumesthe r temporary proyame areg, fd | owngwhi ch
agoverment vesfarmedthere Ater atvo-day neeti nginRikumi t ves deci dedthet 43vi | | age devel onernt
ocomittessved dtake part inchoosi ngthed strict pegd € s govermart .

Thesarces sa d RrnaBaredr Gerti vas d ectedtheheed o thed strict pead € s govermarnt with
Mheshwor Jung Ghetrg ashisdeputy. Qhersd ectedtothe 15-nenier cotteeare Kl Bahedur Nth
(represetingthepeod € sarny), Tg endra KamMViger (the Mogar comani ty), MnRrasad Srestha(the
Never cononi ty), Buhi Rrasad Serna(thefarnars), SywaBatha(the Jati yaMrche), Kanal aRikka
(vonen), and SryaNth Rn, Nrendra Buda, Ghandra Baheor B Tanka Bahedur Rn, Kunar Garti
Hri Bahedr Qi and OrRrakash Gerti. Two ot her cand det es vere def est ed

Mo st lesdrspresat a thed etiasstaedtha thsisateparary pegd € sgovermant farneda the
tined aped es var. TisisdsoNyd 'sfirst teporary goermart. Treatired strid hesbenl €t gento
theMd ssdter dl pdicepstsverenavedtothed strict heedperters. Mai st sarcesd sosadtha the
govermart recentlyfarnedi satramsitiod ae, add ecti asved dsonbehd dfar apernanet ae.

Trepegd € sgovermant i sgo ngtoprod desecuritytothevillages, rod dehd ptothefamliesd the
rartyrs, hdpinlacd devd grant, praest wenthepd icear amgenter thevillages, adhd pincressethe
pradctivityd thefarmars. Wit isnat d ear i swerethenoneywl |l coeframtoprovi cefar dl thisverk
The gover mert | n Kat hnanduvas onthe verge o provi d ng devel gonert fundstothed stricts of Rkum
Rips Kdika adJgaka wththehd pd thesearityfarces. Trefarmationd thepegd es' govermant hes
roMraugt i nanewd enert tothedfar.

TreMa stsfanedthed strict peod € sgovermant wthgreat ethusi st it isgangtobed fficdt
for themtopraet thsd strict wththesaeathus asm Thi s ded S anves takeni nhesteandsros pd i ti cd
imauityadl etist gpotui smadisgairgtoproeapditicd A ud.

Spooks spooked

Naya Sadak, 15 Decentoer

Ceuty Rri ne Nini ster and Hone Mini ster RamGendra Foude! i s getti ngready tofarmathi gil'y secret
tasfarcecoprisingdfidd sd theNtiod nvesti geti onByertnant (ND tokesgpaneye nMd st
adivitiesinkardi. It hedbeenreportedearlier thet Ma stshedod | ected 36 bakes o arns andamoni ti an
fromthe Nepel - @i neborder and brought themintokarnd i thraughthe upper ol poreg on Accord gt o
saurces d nost hel f thevegpons od | ected by the Mai sts vere botis and guns vithsilencers. [t ves dfter
reports of thedd i very becane knomthet the IRVE s getti ngthe N Dacti ve.

It hesbeenlearnt thet theMad stsvart tocgaurekarmdi byendd thisyear. TheMa stskronthet the
govermert isdready avred ther pans. The DAVes ardered the G AAtof arma.conit t ee t o st udy
theseativitieshut it seensthet N Dnenbers heve askedthet theynat besart tokarrdi d ae Bcase d
these dj ecti as verk onforniing t he conint t ee hes nat progr essed noch. The deput y Rves assured the
NDthet pdiceadarny persomd vau dbeind uedinthegopgangtokarrdi. Bt NDeml oyess are
romdd rgd | they cantoirfluacetha r seriarsintona ba grenadpart o theteam

8
9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

If theNpd i Grgessinmat uited thepartywll facethesaneki ndd dfedt asvesufferedintheprevias
locd dections. Vi cod dld ane our defest on BarDev Gt am wio ves t he hone mini ster and deputy
prinenmnster & thet tine Thstinevevart haveascaege likehm
—umBahedur Khedka, forner ninister and Nepel | Gngress MP, inaninterviewwth
Restra Bani, 20 Decentoer, 2000

Sohawel | ; ‘ Kepkati QildeisHyitd den’

1 We’'sanddgylikeyouddnghere?
2 Wkt coddl do?Thed schergefeeisjust toonachtobear ...
3 ..lvesakidwenl go admtted

—Frel ao, by Ry esh KG Hnal Kuabarpet ri ka, 1- 15 Deoenber

Indolent Singha
Darbar

oooooooooooooooo

Hitaid inHnal Keberpetrika,
16- 30 Decentoer

For avesk schod sthraughout the
ooutryvereshu dom Suderts,
thar prretsadtesdes| aked
wtothegoverman far assi stace
and encauragenert for thesnaath
fudiairgd sdod s ht the
pemat fdledemtodfiadly
acknowedgethe prad emintine.
Veringhatd entregrenars and
verkers gqyed edtothe
govermart toned aetoreachan
ayeart, bt Srgalrber faled
oceag ntorespord The
vermart ddtadeanintiaive
bt it caeafter theverst danage
ves d reedy dretothei dstry.
Trethrestened st ri keves avai od
ht it vestool aetosael essssto
theirdetry. Taa fararsae
sufeimgdetothedird irgprice
d riceinvh chtheyinestedso
nuchdf the r | dour adexparsi ve
fatilisa. Reegomrshed
eqptedthegoermernt tofixa
besepricefathar poloe a
falirgthet, thet it vad dat | esst
ad todektheaoss-bordy
sy i g chegpricefrarimd a
Srgalrbe faledthemtoo. Ad
ingteedd dfeimgsypot tothe
farnersasveu dbeeqected thar
tespraecadtinisyd toke
dfiddlyadkmotletsd Rliccae
postedi nfa-fl ugpost swithout
prope vegosfa sd f dfecead
drvesd themareba rgkilledin
srjeatads UWearnadd\ilias
aetdrgkilledadthar famlies
addildenaesffeirgthar
|sssinglame Bads, srikesad
chekaj ans have becone part o
dilylife

Rrirgd ffialt tines
denacrdi c govermant s standwith
thepayd e bt utatueadyar
govermernt hesfa | ed us evenwen
dvil smeyhesgpd elfa
asd stare Nogatnert, mnstry
a dfiod ssta canbesrg edat
fa thsguhy, thewde
gvamat grarawsisapat o it.

RineNn ster GrijaRasad
Kird atesbenatad faluein
thesasethd the promses he nace
wilergunngtoS ngalrber
ni ne nant hs agp have nat
nateridisad Thepescead
sauritystuiond thecoutryhes
versered, v | e economc progress
and devel onert have t akenabeck
st. Nrenothsitsdfismt a
logpeiad hu thereseastole
mthingtocd| fa gaimsm Tre
govermeart hes becone i ncapetd e
d ayadion Itisthegpamat’s
repos lilitytogreghn
gover nnent nechani smend reach
ot tothepagd efa aveya, if
necsssay. Trepresat @rstitution
hes accor ded t he pover to nake
Srgalrbe strayg b,
utatuedy, thegoamat itsdf
hesfaledtopraedt adfdlonmhe
@dituim

[tistinthepinennse
evd wtedh somperfanace If
redill resfathintredilityd the
presat govermant heshod dact
praptly (d thouhthegeerd
pHictestddlyl ot fathinthe
gamat). If reldiewsthe a
cdire rehifl eistreasa, thereis
rosgmeinddaimit adifitistre
ytead wthnthepartythet isthe
dstad e theprinenn se hinsd f
i sthekey perssnvioreadstoact.
Inshat, ssebdddsd s asae
reddtosaethecautry. If the
pirennste’ shed thadaher
fadasaethedstad estomds
negtirgtherdiod cd |l egesad

thevrsaimgsitueti ond the
retin sshdieedbytregeread
pdic theprinenmn ster shad d
pydteatintothesei ssssd sa
N denacrati ¢ govermart hesthe
rigt toreandindtothe

prad ensd therai cnandthe

pgle

Nevg government
decisions

Syt ahi k B nar sha, 15 Decenfer

The govermant hes deci dedt o set
Yagwedd oot totryd| Ma st-
re adedcases. Tisgedd oot vill
dolereyosdefa tryirgdl
cssrd aedtosging A the
sameting thecairg hesd so
campeed! thefamditiesfa the
fariond anarnedpdiceface
Treamadpdicefacew! | qerae
ude thehomemnistry. Athird
o s onvesthefarnati ond
reg ad adhi gréivedfiocssinthe
fivedevd qrart reg astokerwun
bypditicd ly-gai rted
‘Crergds.

ML Bolsheviks
and Mensheviks

oooooooooooooooo

The Gnmoni st Party of Nepel
(M g-Lain g) recatly

oad wkditsreti cd oconvati an
invii chadexr dvis ond farces
vis seen bt veenabi ger and
poverfu gropadasmaler ad
na-very-poverfu gogp The

b gappeetedvaingm
nary o thepgpersthet vere

VYAYVYHOVHCYE NIN

taded Thepartyddmt
dlon®PMird topresa@?m
peper, and pessed Gt ams peper
lgea ngt vithot dsassn
Ndi el i’ s support er's hed goposed
th s hi gh-hercedness wenthe
oconvetionvesba ghd d
Guahssypatesddm e
Mirdi’spger bed sossadfa the
sded prtyuityadthsledto
paetsframypotesd Mirdi.
Treldte sadtha Guams
pditicd proyamevesba g
farcedonthetut besi des
praestingtheycad dnat do
aythng Guarstaedthd the
va cesdf themroritywll beheerd
adwdi ngoni ssueswil | taked ace
a there¢ onatintobeddin
tvoyers Mrdi’sayprtestill the
vayadveei nfaa d wingtad rg
dae Exlie, Guarredasked
Mrdi totdeapstivevend Hs
pepe adsyppart im ot Mirdl i
daedthet heoad dt ayeevith
Guaningindpde RKMirdi hed
thentriedtorad aehut ves
usessfu . Therevesadaadfar
copromseadanad & a vies
req redtosd vetheprdd eninsuch
aveythe avwnving tieti anocad d
lecetad Guansspotasvae
nt infaor d th sadverena
preper ed t 0 conpromise on
anthing Gutamgat his peper
aptedwthald o anmtwsting
adth sl &t nay dd eptes
dsgparnted Theyveend tadly
Hidiathe dl pparsmd

d sassadd thiscovertinvau d
bed sassadd theearliest. Rrty
nenter s have varned thet they
gt redt g ret th styped
beaiar.

Bastola on shaky
ground

Deshantar, 17 Decenber

Thellamd ecti oncaurt hes ardered
areoant d threkdlasd Jga
dstrict constituarcy rurber far
fromi22 Cecener. Thededi si on
vias pessed by the court headed by
ataney RneshJhafdlovnga
petitinbythel s gcad cte
YktaBetvd o WL dlegng
fad gdaydringthevatecaut in

trelest parliaataydedias
Theded s onhes put thewnrer,
Forei gnNini ster Gekra Rrasad
Betda inaverytridypstion
Tresaecout hedarderedthere
couti ngon 6 Agust, wi chvas
e teddter Betd agyed edtothe
Sprene @Qurt. The Syprene
Qurt Utinatdyvet wththe
oS ond thed edti noourt ad
hercethere-caut.

Bstd ahedventhed ecti onlby
ad ety nrg nd Bwves.
Aargthevari asressos dtedfar
theredfar are-cout, Betve
hes acoused the courti ng process o
hdngwtesthe vereinhi sfaar
adowurtingd sgdifiedvdesin
faor o hscapdita. Reara
tiasfa there-cout ared reedy
uncervay.

Now RPP’s turn to
agitate

W letherdingpartythe Npd i
Gnyessiseayossadin
irfigting theraingyosition
WMisgearinguptoanendthe
castituion adthethrdlargest
perty, theRP, isgetti ngready
togat afanars ggtainvery
soon. The recent|y concl uded
1%hcentra comnttee neeting
hes d ready takenaded sian
rerd rgthis. Treddalsd the
agtationhave nat yet beennade
pdic, but acoord gtotheparty
dputydid, thsagtaionwll
cetreaard0pacesinthe
caurtry.
Treggtaimisgargtofoos
ontheprad ens facedby the
fanars, treeddtaimtheyae
s extedtq thedsresseinthe
picsd ayiadtud polads, the
riseintrepri essd fatilizs
petrd eunproduct s and suger, the
kanal yai ss.eadthesearity o
ped eeppcdintheayiadtud
sectar. Tre FPvartsthe
govermant toprod desearityto
thefarars, buythar padtsd a
reesqed erae d soorapfadm
aialtud paldsfrareteig
thecoutryaddad gpfare gn
narkesfa o prodats. Treparty
vartsthegovermernt toinoresse
thepiced ayialtud gudinthe
saeraioda v chpriossd aher
casLngr goods haveri sen
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VILLAGE VOICE

by MANISHA ARYAL

h ssesm, shgpersdl o
tthewrldsufedthel\e:
lokingfar uiqegftites
and sone bought  copper
florerpas, veses ad
cad estands fashi cned by the
B shwokarnas of P pa Thisis

$40,000 worth of copper items were sold in 1999.
Since the pots from Palpa began appearing on the Net
early this year, that figure has doubled.

Copper on the Net

The coppersmiths of Palpa may not have seen a computer,
but e-commerce has changed their lives and fortunes and

is helping to bring others back home.

mgaetolndainserchd
nid jas.

Ayesr ap, dcordiveitens
nade by t he copper snit hs of
R pastarted appearingonthe
Inerg. Sddlycosdasar
lirecomenies, like
wwy vi at ru.com(fornerly
vor | d2nar ket . com abusi ness-to-
consuner velsite) startedtaking
the copper i tens they produced
adsypiedthentordales
likeRttery Banar nail-order

pat o alage tredine
commer ceinthe Ub+etailing
athatic, pditicdlyaored
herdi crafts fromeroudthe
verl d, of ten becked up by
phat o gohs and repartage, to
Nt-sany, aredt cardvid d ng
Aneri cans and ELrr gpeans. A
dten itisgsdl, rud
comonitiesinooutrieslike
Nepal , and grassroot s NG3 t hat
tedit.

For caturies, these
B shwokar na copper snitt hs of
Pd pasurvivedbytheir craft—
henner i ng sheets of copper into
vt e besirs, pitdhersadtras.
Then, sone A years ago, | nd an
nass- produced a unini umand
thend asti c cata ners begen
neki nginroeds intothe Nepdl i
hnelad aduddeto
conpet e, the B shvokar nas vere
forcedtoabandontheir tradead

THANGKA

Hand Painting with the
gold and silver touch

GUPTA ARTS SUPPLIERS
Thamel Mall Shop MNo. 17
Jyatha Thamel, Kathmandu, Mepal
Tel.: 223627, Fax: 264451
E-mail: <gas@mos.com.np
www.craftexport welcome to

(Mear Kilroy Restaurant )

adonirecompanieslikethe
Sndance Gita og. The
B shwokarnas of Pl padon' t
knowwhat the I nternet i s—rast
have not even seen a conpui e,
but e-conmer ce has changed
thar livesadfatues, adis
hd pingtolri ngathers beck
hone.

Trepatiod astorehut in

thedegyhllsd R paishuzg
wthactivity. AsnadernNepdl i
msi cll aresframacessate
fdame, scaesd atisasstina
drde bedingadburnising
vee ptdes, besirsadtrays.
Bd Bahedur B shvwokarna
jdrdthedrded atisassamn
northsagoduringavisit fram
I nd aviere heverked as acodkin
Krukshetra, Hryae “I thougt |
vaddearnald inindg” saysB
Biedr. “Bt | ddit. | wsadto
eanRB 300 | redala of
eqasssto | hedmosaingsl This
isrgdace mpvillae | canke
wthnyfamly here.”. B
Bahedlr hes o ans o o g beck.
Bl Biedr askedal @ o
gestiaskgaejdnmthel ad
ocopraive saysBr Bedr
B shwekarna, thenomrdl | eader of
t he copper smt hs, “He conper ed
Hsimoewthorsadredisad
he hed no savi ngs, Wheress aperson
heresaes B 53 0Maye.”
The copper pat i ndust ry vies
satedbyBr Bhedr dte he
rewnedfromatra nngprogame
a BlguTedricd Iretitutel4

'ASMAN
NIG

T

Date
Time : 7.30p.m. onwards.

Venue :
MuL CHowk,

Tickets Available at: K2 Bar, Baber Mahal Revisited, Lufthansa,
Durbar Marg, For enquines Phone ; 270147413151413338

: 24th December 2000.

Baeer ManaL REVISITED.

Dress : Warmly

yearsap Toky, theimistry
enpl oys 3 copper smths wioearn
Rs 3500- 7000 a nant h. My of
theace|ad ess B shvkarnas are
bwirgladadd| o themere
sadmthar dildentosdd .
Tt issaimgald far acomonity
thet hestrad tiad | yben
beckvarddetotha r
ragrdisginbyahe goys
thet consi i thenfutouded €.

Berytvovesks, gapleader
Br Bledr B shvokarnatrad sto
Kat hnandu wt h as nuch as 320
kgs of coer items. They gotothe
Asddionfa Cdt Raodoars
(AR, afar tradkegapin
kat hnanduthet checksthequ ity
d thepradctsadsyydies
Interngt conpen es wt h oopper
ook, Theassad i nd sosd I sthe
B shwkarnas' varka ther
Kypodd e aut | e, Dhukuti . The
APsad d$40, 000 verth of copper
itesinl9R Sreethepasbegn
graimgmtheMt eaxrlythis
v, thet figrehesdod ed

Tre APhd ps Npd i arti sas
reke thertradtiod sdlls
“Athought heassod ai onhes been
equtingpodasnadehyits
100 nenbersfar nearly 15years
now the veb has opered up new
nakds,” sasMeraBetad, the

1INYVYNZATIOM:ASILINOD

Cockwsefromtop Thepat s as seen by Sindance Gid og cust oner's;
the Rl pacogperati ve o the B shwokarnas; aver| d2narket . conrgresen
taivesosagrl fraorRd pphoaher prats adtslokothelnteand; a

B shvakar na coppersmth at verk.

A diaisdreda.
“Reodl e pour i nto Kat hnandu
wthged eqetaiashprgthey
wil gt better pe djds,” Sesas,
“hut it isn truei nnost cases.
Thebest thingveu dbefar them
toliveinthd r omoomonity,
ther omvill apadiedd etolive
adoat life” Infadt soed the

B shvekarnas verki nginthe
petiohae senacopu er bfare
but noeseaedinerestedinthe
remn versed thelnterng. Bi
theyaegadu it lesgven
themenough vrk t o cort i nue
dargwet they arenast famliar
wthadstayninthar om
villag ¢

Floy Tl i rmun, oy o by 1
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CINEMA
Movie ticket bookings online at <www.nepalshop.com>. 50% discounts on all bookings for school students at
Tara and Prithivi movie theatre.

CHREISTMAS DELICATESSEN

ART EXHIBITION
* Kids Guernica - Kids Guernica—2000, Nepal. International children’s peace mural exhibition in support

of the global movement for children’s rights. The exhibitions sends a message of peace from _ .

children from around the world. Tundikhel. 21-27 December. Exhibition throughout daylight. LR 4
% Vision. Solo painting exhibition by Sanjay Bantawa organised by the Chomolungma UNESCO ‘! 'IKJ_-; ' [Hll'“l“ﬂ“" I'I!IIhH-

Centre. Opening 23 December. 3:30 pm. Bamboo Gallery, Panipokhari. 412507 g hn

A Diary of Portraits (1975-1999). A series of studies in mixed media of the colourful people of E@ e
. Pandmade Chocolates  Marzipan

Kathmandu by Carolyn Boch, a long-term resident of Nepal and a teacher of Creative Mandala
Art Classes at the Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre. Last day 31 December. Gallery hours é 1
9am-6pm. The New Restaurant at the Summit Hotel, Kupondol. 524694 LY

% Angkor. A black-and-white photography exhibition by Jaro Poncar from Prague. The focus of ~ 3! %

the exhibition is the Hindu/Buddhist temple complex Angkor, regarded as one of the architectural
wonders of the world. 20 Dec-20 Jan, 2001. 8 am-6 pm. Indigo Gallery, Naxal.

Coffeen / Caramils | Tujubes
Cahes | Pies ) Breads | Puddings

COMPETITION

*  Weekly Prizes. Take part in the various quiz competition and win numerous prizes ranging from gift
vouchers, air tickets, adventure trips, dinner and lunch at some of the best places around. Special attraction
for Christmas. Log on to <www.nepalshop.com>

@5

FESTIVALS

% Eid-ul-Fitr. Namaz prayers at Nepal Jame Masjid and Kashmiri Masjid, Bagh Bazaar. 10 am on 26 or 27
December. Call for date confirmation 247044

% Christmas

Carol Singing. Services at Assumption Church, Dhobighat. Carol singing starts 6 pm, Mass at 7 pm. 24
December.

% Mass. Aradhana Chruch Sanepa, 10 am. Assumption Church, 9 am and 5:30 pm. Hotel Annapurna,
Durbar Marg, 7:30 am. Hotel Yak & Yeti, 10 am. 25 December

musIC

 Jazz Sessions. Live jazz at The Jazz Bar, Hotel Shangrila. A unique jazz bar where Michael Fienstien

played Gershwin & Porter. Featuring this month a host of jazz bands including Elaine McInnes & Chris

Masand with the Jazz Commission, the Swingtones, the Latin Lovers and others playing Cole Porter, Gershwin, “,H-
Brubeck and Coltrane. Enjoy the drinks from a bottomless cellar, gourmet food,

coffee, cognac and cigars and hear... interpret Ella, Sarah, Louis. 412999.

% Ch@tmandu Ho! Halla! Hamro.com Nepal's most popular chat presents a charity

concert featuring ‘The Albatross, Wild Graz, Smarika, Monkey Temple, Flower

Generation and others. 23 December, 12noon—5pm. Aroma Sports Center, Sanepa.

Tickets: Tick ‘n’ Tock, Suwal Video New Road, All Nanglo and Bakery Café outlets.

Rs250 (includes burger and a Coke).

% Shikar Beat Contest. Twenty selected bands of the original 82 will be contesting

for cash awards totalling Rs 172,000. Special guest performance by Cobweb, 1974

-4 AD, Robin & Looza, Rock Yogis. 23-24 December, 3 pm onwards. Tundikhel Khulla

{24 Manch. Free Entry.

The Eveprcst Hodel

For Cisdurs- Mhass - 4199, ko e

DANCE

% Classical Nepali dances based on Buddhist and Hindu epics and the Tantric pantheon showcase the
sacred arts of ancient Kathmandu Valley. Every Tuesday, 7 pm. The Great Pagoda, Hotel Vajra (near
Swoyambhunath Stupa, 10 minutes west of Thamel). Rs 400. 271545

<% Children Khel. Exciting children’s Chirstmas and New Year party. 24 December, 11 am-3pm. Entry Rs 100. TECHNOLOGY (WCIMT), PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Free drinks and prizes. Hotel Shangrila, Lazimpat. 412999

KATHMANDU ACADEMY & WEST COAST INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND

A NNOUNCES

BENEFITS Bachelors Degree Courses in
# ASMAN Night. Benefit dinner and dance for The Education of a Girl Child, organised by ASMAN. 24 Accounting, Management, Finance and Computer Science
December, 7:30 pm. Baber Mahal Revisited. Rs 1500. 270147, 413151, 413394 and

MARTIN CHAUTARI Masters Degree Courses in Accounting and Management.

 Cultural imperialism in Nepal. Discussion forum led by Mahendra Lawoti, researcher at the Nepal South Contact: .
Asia Centre. 26 December, 5.30 pm. Unless otherwise noted, presentations are in Nepali. Write or Call for For more information and admission On Friday & Saturday ( between 9
directions: chautari@mos.com.np/ 246065. Kathmandu Academy amand 4 pm) .
PO Box 8975, EPC 1229 the representative of WCIMT yv|ll
Ph.: 410193, Kathmandu be tehre to answer your queries at
For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com Email; kathmanduacademy@hotmail.com Kathmandu Academy, Baghbazar.
| . . Across 34. Eye the sports channel (4) |
1. Honour at the gala (4)
: 5. Culminate with mace (4)  pown Termshandw :
9. Yellow red pigment (5) 1. Particle or wave 1 Thecontestis opentoeveryone, except
| 11. Genesis of the stamp destination (4) rployeescftimamedaPLidand |
| collector (4) 2. Nymph resonance (4) 2 Incaseofmorethan one correctentry, |
| 12. Head Whoopee (5) 3. Lose flab in the rough (4)  thewinnerwillbe decided bylucky draw. |
13. Gully from the run off (4) 4. Before the 3 Entries have toreach Himaimedia, by 5
| 14. Cat and An perhaps (3) complications (3) 4 ?rr?é-\l;\lljiﬁii%vill be announced inthe |
I 15. GI\_/G the Flemish a 5. Spnng month (3) coming issue. I
| guilder (2) 6. Father of man, 5 The prize hasto be collected from |
| 17. Kung Fu expert perhaps (5) Himalmedia within a week of the |
I downwind (3) 7. Distance before hitting announcement. Please come withan ID. I
| 18. Indignation at sleepy the sack (5) ORD ANS |
| 2 EOlImdts I(I6) f 8. McPherson’s read (4) ; I
- FOIE, Telier or sea 10. Act against inertia (6) '
This satellite picture taken on Wednesday morning shows clear skies | ” ;tones (6;) 16. Angola’s slave trade |
all the way to West Asia with only white patches of ground fog over the I - owear agmangy point (6) |
Gangetic plains bordering Nepal. A high-pressure area is sitting | ” Icadr!me ® I 18. Zinc, perhaps (2) - |
stubbornly over northern India. A strong high-altitude westerly jet | -n llan .state; 'S partly 19. North Dakota possibly (2) |
stream has been blowing across the northern part of the subcontinent | " eC)(()F:ngse“r/e ék?a @ 20. Seed condiment (5) |
this week, clearing away the haze for great views of the mountains and | | | > Sultanatg home. of 21. Deliver pompously (5) I
warmer afternoon temperatures. Conclusion: no rains for the | o () 22. No rousing this one (4) |
foreseeable future. Foggy mornings and bright afternoons will | = | T 2 Bry' \ t 24. Great pretender, in |
continue for Kathmandu and other mid-Himalayan valleys. A sudden | VICEENNIUM: . (G - Bonis country deed (4) . |
drop in night temperature over the weekend may bring frost to valley | Themostconvenient and economic way to sur the intemet a1 gwellllrtl)g (5) ' 25. Scarwith the quirt (4)  Qut of 12 correct entries the lucky |
outskirts. | 5 Ha:tﬂ] Tgfi '(fSeCt( ) 26. Lingerie edged (4) winner is Terence D'costa |
| - 28. Pristine (3) |
KATHMANDU | 33. Wean afresh (4) 30. Consumed at tea (3) |
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue | - To send in your entries, please fill in the details below and fax to 977-1-521013, or email to crossword@himalmedia.com. Entries can be |
| L dropped off at Himalmedia Pvt Ltd, Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur. |
e O T T oo 1 TN |
22-03 21-02 21-02 22-03 23-04 | e L2 1 OO €Ml |
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Serious efforts are underway to save Nepal’s
snow leopard population. Because the main
threat is from poaching, the message is: it is
worth protecting the rare cats.
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(For further information check out:
www.south-asia.com/wwinepal, [UCN
Cat Specialist Group www.felidae.org,
International Snow Leopard Trust:
www.snowleopard.org/islt, HMG
Department of National Patks and
Wildlife Conservation www.south-
asia.com/dnpwc)
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If you'renot studying at NIIT you’re missing something

NIIT Kathmandu Centre
Kantipath, Tel: 222714

NIIT Patan Centre
Jawalakhel, Tel: 532332
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NEPAL ON THE NET

Nepali sites are certainly happening,
although they could do with better
content and be a little more imaginative.
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PATAN CENTRE
Avail Inaugural Scheme

For more details contact:
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If you're not studying at NIITyou’re missing something
NIIT Patan Centre

Above Bakery Cafe, Jawalakhel, Tel: 532332

NIIT Kathmandu Centre

Kantipath, Tel: 222714
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SITES WORTH SURFING

www.nepalhomepage.com: Loads of information and links for

Nepal, discussion forums.

www.spinybabbler.org: Art and poetry from Kathmandu.
www.nepalnews.com: Nepal's premier news site.
www.hamro.com: The Valley's most popular teen chat site.
www.chordsnepal.com: Downloadable Nepali mp3s.
www.nepalshop.com: One of Nepal's first e-commerce sites.
www.pashmarc.com: Retails pashmina shawls and scarves

online.

www.south-asia.com/babycare: Information on traditional
Nepali mother- and baby-care practices
www.south-asia/ssn: Nepal's first online medical consultation

service, free.

www.bhakundo.org.np: Nepal Foothall Fan Club’s official site,

posts dates of matches.

www.jobsnepal.com: Better positions, greater satisfaction—

jobs.

www.asainart.com: Great essays on traditional Asian arts,
information on Patan Museum’s reconstruction.
www.hbc.com.np: Nepal's first live web-cast radio service.
www.bikingnepal.com: The site for mountain bikers in Nepal.

N I ¥ E R S 1 7 Y

WINDSOR

Get informed.

Canadian Cooperation Office
Tel: 415193

E-mail: windsor@cco.org.np
Web: www.uwindsor.ca

LUT UUALITY FOUGATIUL, CREATVALUE

Outstanding Nepali students are
choosing Canada for study abroad.

Contact the University of Windsor Liaison Office

Applicants for Bachelor’s degrees only!
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit
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NEPALI SOCIETY

Mother nature

arents feel for their

children—a sneeze ora

cough is enough to setin a
panic. It was just such a collective
panic that led to the formation of the
Save the Environment Foundation
(SEF), after Chanda Rana and her
friends concluded that Kathmandu’s
pollution was responsible for their
children’s chronic respiratory
illnesses and decided to do
something about it.

From cleaning out the mounds of
rotting garbage near the
Ratnamukeswore vegetable market
to campaigning against Vikram
tempos, SEF has achieved a lot. The
beautiful garden in front of the
Birendra International Convention
Centre in Naya Baneswor is an SEF
undertaking. Earlier, the space gave
no hint of the world-class convention
facilities that lay beyond what had
essentially become a public toilet.

Now the landscaped garden looks
like the work of real pros, but isn't.
“All the designing was done by us!
The flowers were provided by
Standard Nursery for a nominal
amount,” says Rana, laughing with
pleasure. The park boasts out-of-
season flowers, sculptures dedicated
to Mother Nature by leading Nepali
artist Thakur Prasad Mainali, artistic-
looking tree stumps, green poems
carved in marble, and walkways.
Maintaining the garden doesn’t take
much—two gardeners, and the
municipality trucks that water the
traffic islands. All in all it's a
fantastic job.
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SEF also plants trees—the
barrelled trees on the stretch of road in
front of Singha Durbar is their doing. In
addition, SEF awards environment-
friendly industries (with the Ministry of
Population and Environment),
propagates energy-saving techniques
in factories, and is leading an
awareness campaign against polluting

the Bis Hajari Tal area of Chitwan.

SEF is a group of 15 women,
most of them housewives concerned
about the environment. There's no
big budget and the Foundation isn’t
donor-driven. “There are donors who
will be more than happy to support
us, but SEF is not interested,” says
a defiant Rana. ¢
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