EXCLUSIVE

Free to be poor

Having waited for six months for
government support, kamaiyas freed
from bonded labour are losing their
patience and say they will settle on any
piece of unclaimed land. Kamaiya
activist Dilli Chaudhary says: “First, they
told us they'll give us land by Dasai,
then Tihar, now Maghi is over and we're
still waiting.” Destitute kamaiyas had no
cause to celebrate their biggest annual
festival on 14 January. There are an
estimated 16,500 kamaiyas in the
western tarai districts of Nepal and most
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of them are now camping in the open
after they were “freed” by government
decree in July.

The government recently
announced it was distributing parcels of
land to 62 families, but Chaudhary and
NGO sources say they don't know of
anyone who has received land yet. The
kamaiyas now plan to identify
unclaimed farmlands, and start
occupying them. Chaudhary says his
people will measure 10 katthas—an
area 40 by 40 cubits—for each family
and build their huts. There is fear that
the local administration may give some
trouble. “But since they've seen the
worst, they now seem ready to face it,”
says Ashutosh Tiwari, a Kathmandu-
based activist now in Dhangadi.
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GAGGING RADIO

Nepal is a public radio pioneer in South Asia. It was the first
country to allow community radio stations in 1997 when
Radio Sagarmatha went on air in Kathmandu. Nepal has also
been more liberal than others in the region in allowing
private FM broadcasters. The deregulation increased
credibility and professionalism of radio, made the medium
interactive and citizens more aware of news and trends.
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But it seems the government doesn'’t think so. A sudden
decision by the Ministry of Information and Communication on
2 January (circulated to radio stations on 16 January only)
banned the broadcast of independent news and current affairs
on FM. A clause in the FM licence disallows news broadcasts, but
the government claims private FM stations were circumventing it
by reading a selection of daily newspapers without checking
facts. Sources at the ministry told us the decision was taken by
journalist-turned-minister Jaya Prakash Prasad Gupta himself in
the aftermath of the street riots 26-27 December. Some FM
stations were blamed for inciting tensions by broadcasting
jingoistic reports and songs. Interestingly, the government move
comes at a time when Gupta himself has been under fire from
the media for demanding an apology from the Indian actor
Hrithik Roshan for rumoured comments about Nepal that incited
the violence, but which later proved to be false.

Bharat Koirala, the one Nepali who has been engaged in a
crusade to promote community radio and campaigned five
years to get Radio Sagarmatha its licence, is not happy with the
decision. “It's not right,” he told us. “FM stations were helping
create a free, independent and pluralistic media, and
promoting public debate in our democracy.”

Media analysts say the government is using the violence as
an excuse to crack down on the freedom of the airwaves. Gupta’s
ministry had already written to all stations demanding tapes
spanning the period of the street violence, then it set up a
committee to prepare “guidelines” for FM broadcasters. Finally,
came the letter from the Ministry to 11 FM stations (six in
Kathmandu and five outside) asking them to stop
independently-produced news and current affairs. Radio Nepal
news, however, can still be relayed. But to broadcast what the
Ministry calls “second-hand news" the new rule requires stations

to quote sources and “verify facts” before they go on air.

“This is exactly how zonal commissioners used to behave in
Panchayat days to control the press,” says Raghuji Pant, UML
MP and a former journalist. “You cannot be more undemocratic
than that.” The Parliament's Development Committee has
decided to order the Ministry to send copies of all FM station
licences and call officials over to explain reasons behind the
decision. The hearing is to take place on 24 January.

The distinctive and popular voice of Radio Sagarmatha,
which relied heavily on its own news and analysis, has been worst
hit. The station had popular talk shows, news programmes, panel
discussions and phone-ins. The station is run by a group of
environmental journalists and was already under pressure from
the Ministry, which hadn't renewed its licence. Kantipur FM, the
other station with substantial current affairs content, defied the
government and went ahead with its morning news-show and also
evening broadcasts on Wednesday, as did Classic FM which uses
the Radio Nepal's own FM transmitters.

Most station managers preferred not to comment openly on
the decision, fearing retribution from the Ministry. Said one:
“Maybe the democratic government wants the people to only
listen to propaganda on Radio Nepal. The decision is an insult
to listeners and their capacity to judge news from rumours.” But
Sri Ram Poudel, Secretary at the Ministry of Information and
Communication, denies that this is an attempt to gag radio.
“This is not censorship. We are only trying to make news
more factual.”
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KINGDOM OF AMNESIA

It was just two weeks ago, but it feels like ages have passed. It is like that
with bad things: you don’'t want to remember. And in this Kingdom of
Amnesia, we are especially good at pushing aside memories, and not
learning lessons. So it seems now like a bad dream—those two days of
sudden violence. As swiftly as it flared, the flames died: a paral ko aago,
like a haystack in flames. All that remains today is the scorched asphalt at
the Baneswor crossing, the shattered Bata sign in Mangal Bazaar, the
crumpled Gupta Bhojanalaya in New Road. What is also left is the
bereavement of families whose children were killed, the scars in the
psyche of those on Kathmandu streets who were mistaken for being from
somewhere else. And for the others, there is the frightening spectre of
what we are capable of doing and how little it takes to get us to do it.

So, two weeks later we are back to where we started. Our leaders in
the ruling party are still snarling at each other, and the fight is about
distributing the power to plunder. No one has any illusions about it
anymore: this has never been an ideological battle over the best and
quickest path to development and social justice—it is a Darwinian
struggle involving the political survival of the least scrupulous. The
problem is that one faction has monopolised the spoils of power, and the
other one wants a piece of the action. Do they stop to think that pretty soon
the coffers will be empty and there will be nothing left to fight about?

The Congress’ Kumbha Mela in Pokhara this weekend promises
some pyrotechnics, but nothing major—just another boring bout between
Girija Koirala and the mentors of Sher Bahadur Deuba. No one expects a

real resolution of the
crisis of leadership and
governance in this
country post-Pokhara.
And even though the
Prime Minister, who is
also party supremo,
seems to have got his
electoral sums right and
will probably keep both
posts, this is unlikely to
do anything to placate the
Deuba squad. Koirala
sits on two chairs, and
the rebels will continue
trying to pull both chairs
from under him.

So nothing has really changed, except this feeling of free fall. The
government is getting ready to arm a paramilitary force, and international
arms dealers are circling like vultures. The ruling party had better sort out
its power struggle for this country’'s sake, if not their own. Just look at the
alternative. Trapped by the irreversible slogans of their own revolution, the
ultra-left is inviting a crisis that could one day even cost us our
independence. Those on the far right are set on a course of democratic
reversal. And what does the government do? It plays petty games by
blocking news and current affairs on FM, forgetting that rumours like the
ones that fanned the flames last month can only be countered by open,
transparent and responsible media.

Scapegoating selected media, and blaming the messenger is not
going to mask the incompetence of a government that demanded an
apology from a foreign actor for something he never said. Banning news
on FM is the kind of decision we have come to expect from officials so
insecure that they are afraid of their own shadow.

WAITING FOR SPRING

All right, this was a bad winter. The only thing to break the monotony of
haze and frost was the fierce heat of burning rubber on the streets. And to
top it all, you couldn't buy kerosene when the price was hiked, and again
you couldn’t buy it when the price was slashed. Then we found out it was
because all the kerosene was being used to dilute our diesel. Then came
the gas shortage. Subsidised kitchen gas powers three-wheelers, which
the government in its infinite wisdom has allowed to roam our streets so
we can embark on the search for cylinders to cook our meals with. So
don't blame us for slipping into cynical mode, it is getting harder and
harder to keep this upper lip stiff, and the chin up. One consolation is that
things have to bottom out, and it will get better once it gets worse.

But at least the sun has begun its return to our hemisphere and
someday soon we will start feeling our homes, offices and blood getting
warmer. The birds will return, the bees will buzz and the streets will be
leafy again. And maybe the tourists will be back. This cruel winter must
draw to a close, and then spring can't be far behind.
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STATE OF THE STATE

Ginija’s

by CK LAL
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Rationalism and nationalism
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dsoaveysyidae Wveretd kigaout acoutryved a nadtohave

by P SAINATH

"‘. .

What if the Indian media applied to
its own society even a tenth of the
standards it has judged Nepal by? A
noted Indian writer explores the moral
loftiness of his country’s press.

“cepadfriedyrd aias’ vith If apthirg it’ ssrpridrotheati-lrd aism
podedythe at ddit g intothegenthenasit ddthistimos a
fadish pddypdatedsay.

Thesituati onontheborder changedwenthe Gjra gover mernt ves
inpover. Atracetrestyvessiged bilaed tracethri vedadth nos
inrosed Sdy, dl thet isthresteredas N hi refusedtol okt the
plingud ati-lndangieacsinNpd . Qr veter d spteswth
Kat hnancu heve herd y beenherd edwthgreat ddl i cacy. Add ongthe
border aredans andaher structuresthet cod d ane day cause nage: ceet hs
onbathsides. Vehui 't nost of them The Nypel i s heve prat est ed agal nst
theseinthepest. Ind an ned aaud ences knownathi ng about them

Adtakewat youngstudets cod dbelearningframdta Radesh s
tedhbooks: thet Rd stan, Bag adsshad Nyl , far i rstace, vereand
suidepat d aGedea Irda Teati-lndanridesinNd’ sstregs
haalt ladedmtothe aeyd, it'samte d tinebfaetheydo
Ater dl, soed themseentohave drammochi rspirati onfranthe
pditicsd Utar RadeshadBhar. Adincesetheré sany daced thar
mssirgthepart, there SKRM kani toset thet rigt. Helaartsindds
faluetoaoireNpd vienit hedademetod sy thereyfafeting
pinered estaeinthehills Mkan saysat | odviet thet gplbosses of
theperiver degd ybd i evelout veri t gperly admt. Nt j ust
YEL, anwey.

Takethebars onNewYeer revd ry, i rthday cakes and hogynoarsin
Utar Rradsh Theseverei mbdatadkedasirrati ad hogresh B agpin
vet t he BIPand ABPd d onthe graund vies never comectedtot he paragons
d raiadityingemat. Bt vithNyd , avid esad €y canbest erett yped
mtheadiasd afew TeRStesred lygt itski dasinatvis o
Nepel —+enerber d | thestuff about The Last Hndu K ngdom? Thre oy
Hndurd i ngnarer ch? The Sach or ovel ves d veys aggi st the pro- denacracy
novenart inthet courtry. A thesaeting, Ny i's, ehvell, Hiou Howdb
yaukednathit adsyport it & thesaeting?lt’ sra essy.

My N i svereagredby Ird ancorage d thel Rl4H jack| ast year.
Souritya Ind andrportshesherd yemeay ay. Adye theki ndd “ve
peretrated Kt hrarclia rport-seouri ty’ sai esoad dd sohaebendred a
deentemrdsinirda Bsids, thesaatyprgd N adtheNpdi sthe
ves aby-pradct o theacoapenyi nghysteriad dna nake | nd atconary
friethinN.

NEPAL AS UNDERWORLD HAVEN

Th srochreet eddrergei st vithat truth 1t gt b p thoughy topd it
at the alagepart d thet udavarl dis, e. Lndan Whinthet, therdfias
o Mnei ad Phavealigshere The Gutta Ry ans, Canoods and B oo
Sivestas haed| hedkesssadlinks 1t'sd e threufatudeyargata,
Hith kRehen revr sd dtherid al asth s atributedtohi m Ther€ snare
thenarevey, thouch thet thefd seideathet hed dood dreecagt an

Bl lwedadrdialinsaent Npd'sprddemBi it isthrelmdannad ds.
Mryinit heveroiroativetoprdoedsed ythetiesthet B nd Bl | weodtobed
nongy. Schani nvesti gt noad dproehi gy enberrassiig. Trelnd enned a
aejws comimgpdiceation Mt aeirdgaht i nvesti gt nes coe
fravthem Srdyad) fa arad athet pridssitsd f anitskrodedpad
coaaed Bl lwed Farthelnd annad g |’ shael essirgti geti anard
nreinesicgtion ¢

(P Sainath is a Bombay-based writer and journalism trainer
who writes regularly for The Hindu and The Telegraph. He is
the author of the award-winning book, Everybody Loves a Good
Drought, Penguin, 1996. The above piece was adapted from a
longer version that appeared in The Hindu.)

LETTERS

AFTERSHOCKS
‘Waiting for the big one’ (#25)
left me in a state of panic. It has
projected an apocalyptic picture
of the valley after a magnitude
7 or 8 quake. It seems the
aftermath will be more serious
than the actual earthquake. No
one can prevent an earthquake,
but the time has come to think
of earthquake safety and ready
emergency and relief strategies.
Recent quakes in El Salvador
and Turkey have lessons for us:
if we depend only on the gov-
ernment’s safety rules, all we
can do is pray.

Ajay Das

Lalitpur

ARTHA BEED

Could not agree more with Artha
Beed (Closed Economy, #24).

These irresponsible mushroom
(and umbrella) parties seem com-
mitted to turn Nepal into hell
(well, its half hell already). They
have no clue what the far
reaching consequences are. | am
just frustrated with these classic
@#3%&* (excuse my language)
Why don't they see the larger
picture and imminent threats.
God save Nepal!

Bhim Karki

by email

Thank you for inviting views on
your article (Shareholding Nepali
Style #25) on troubles caused in
the annual general meetings in
AGM of public limited companies
due to public shareholders and
your interest in transparency in
companies. But | don't under-
stand why Artha Beed thinks

people holding 10 shares don't
have any idea about operating a
company. In fact, they may be
more bril-liant than the directors.
Shareholders may have valuable
insight into running companies,
and what makes you think the
directors are sincere to share-
holders?

Manij Lakhey

by email

MORE BANDHS, PLEASE

| read Mr. Padma Jyoti's comment
("On Bandhs”, #25) on the
Internet. During my recent trips to
Nepal, I have witnessed a few
bandhs myself and | must say the
city was surreally tranquil because
of the lack of traffic congestion,
noise and air pollution. Seriously,

these bandhs are probably pretty
good to clear the smog-choked
environment. What the safa
tempos or the government's
environmental policies could not
achieve, the “bandhs” probably
do. We should not underestimate
the ultimate motive of our
political parties in calling for
shutdowns from time to time. It's
the environment, stupid!
Subarna Bhattachan
Lawrence, Kansas

WHERE IS BIMALA?
Allow me to inform you that
Inspector Bimala Thapa whom
you had pointed out as an
example of resistance to the
prevailing corruption in public
life (“New heroes, quiet

revolutions “bahunism” in his article ‘Look
by John back in sadness’ (State of the
Child, #13) State, #25 ) was uncalled for. If he
has been wants to practice tolerance and
removed harmony as he preaches it, |
from her suggest he take an honest look at
post his own deep-rooted prejudices,
opposite which seem to surface from time
Singha to time in his writings. Meanwhile,
Durbar. Mr Under My Hat Dixit is nuts!
Rumour has Keep up the nuttiness !

it that she crossed a couple of
government ministers by insisting
that their children come in person
to collect their driving licences
(and take a test?) rather than the
licence being delivered to their

residence by a messenger.
Mark Pickett
Kathmandu
NUTS

Mr Lal's malicious little crack at

Kishore Joshi
Handigaon

Correction

The picture accompanying the
Nepaliterature column “Words of
dislocation” on Sarubhakta (#25)
was taken by Kumar Ale.
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SALIL SUBEDI WITH
HEMLATA RAI

B famgafirebedsat in
yaur nei gborhoodthething
todbisdd 101, bt dorit ke

toosurethd thefirdigteswill

ruishover. Rrod ddtheyturnup
adl, faitisaslildytre
firenenveul dbe busy repai ring
ther tenders, sonedf whi ch
aenretheanyearsd d Ad
if threaenrethenfor big
firessmltasodyin

Kat hnandu, the nost anyone

candoissit back andvet ch

thefl ames, asfireegnesrun
hereandtherewthenpiy
vater taks. “Oly dter
soethingd sestrasswll the
gover nnent cone up wWth
anything new A the nonent
vie can do nothi ng but hope
nathnglikethet heppers,” says
onefirenanin Kat hnandu.

If youvert tokrowvet hei s
aildrgat, taeadrd! aad
the63 year-d dduthaBrin
Yatresd aa NwReda thefire
bri goksdfi essinlditpr
Belkdgur. Benalrief dt wth
firdigtesvll td| yosroncad ess
athriti eshaebemant
s hrglikefirdidting Adve
aermt entd ki pd thesteyd
thesedari gvarkers ar hoathey
havelend sori et edegp et
o& theyers

FIRE ALARM

Trereaellfireeng nes
operaiod inthe\d ley-erein
Lditpur, twoeachwththe Nyl
Rd i ceandthe Reshupeti Aea
Devel oprent Fund (PACF) and
three eechwththe Judda Brun
Yant rashdl ai n Kat hnandu and
Bhakt apur. PADFhes beentryingto
g\eitstvoJgparesefireeg nes
(orewithout atark) tothe
goverment, but t he gover ment
hes sorefra nedfromaki gupthe
ofer. Bqd a ns Nin Bahedur
Rud, die d theDsster Rii e
Sctionat theNnistry of Hne
Afdrs “Wvat torados dl the
ed g rofi relyi geokstot el acd
cbd qrat athoities
(mapities). Tet’ sviyveraeit
dreaythg”

Trereisd soanacteshortage
d firdigtes. Nnershaefdlen
dasticdlyinafeweas. Te
Kat hnandu fire bri gade hes 30
firenentonanegefour trucks (one
wthaladdr). Eechtruckrequres
Wfirdigtesus rord
dreustanes. Rud o theHne
Mni stry doesri t searithered “Trey
aedredywthot vark Therearero
firesinthe\d | ey. They canraree
wthwe theyhae” resays

Frenenat Brektapur td dus
thet they havetorespondtoan
amaed Dfireind datseay
noth Their eng resarepetrd -
guzzl ers, but the gover marnt
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If there is anything scarier than
a hig blaze in the inner city
areas, it is the state of our fire-
fighting capacity.

rerstadlyddiviastothar
prod em The gover ment g ves
themagrossly i nedequete B
100, 000 each year for fud and
nai nt enance of nachi nes. “\ié
havetopersod |y begpetrd
pupstoprovidefud oncredt,”
saysafirean (Nred thenvarted
toberanads reaad | eeged thers
vesfiredfa geed rgat gl ytoa
revepeper. ) “W gt the sane anaurt
thet ves bucbetedin1994,” he
naers.

No roads, no water

The grow ng nunioer of houses
hilt wihat regrdtofiresdey
rakesthesoaaiod| thescaig.
Afdtothe thefat thet 0
peroat o the\A |l ey s 1, 80km
d reedpessestirachh g
cdrsityaesswthrerrond | gys
ad| anes. Hrenensay arced nost
tea | et &t ickfa thefire
truckstonancewre. Thevet er
hosei s 7am agadveter canbe
dredzedafuthe Dfed a ful

thrdtle “It'sj st impossid etopt
at firesintheime dty,” sasa
Kat hnancu firenan. Tre \dl ey
Gmradyresbpotdd efire
ey nes-sdl | e trudks carryi rng
100litresd veter thet cango
awhere resays.
Trenthereisthevaer
pddentdf. Al threefire
bri gpssarepraridlysot o
veter. Tel0 000 litreve er
staagetaka the NwRedfire
brigekiscop edydy, adhes
bensofa threeyerrs. INREtan
emrydhe dyafireeyreges
at tood et dirkmgvete farits
sdf. “Wheda3 600 itretark
hilt bt it leds Weaskadfa it
toberemi redseverd tinas. W
gill reetood et veter fram
Bk and Mberkd ,” thefire
brigedesays. Addurirgthedy
s theyaredtenadredto
sy ydinkd ngveter tothe
res ceoesd Nin tersada her
opemat dfidds
Frehdratscanbenssna
oddi rtervd s d ag sone ket hnand
dreds ht aeusd essfa thefirem
Acard rgtotheNgd Viter Spdy
Qrpraim in197, therevere2b
hdats, 106inlditpr ad1Din
kathnad Bt nost o themere
dthr at d ady o Hoded Benif
theyveretofutian it ved daty
bea i fictinss reetheyared|
caretedtotheveter sydylines
ademnthnttreflon sfedde “Rre
hdatsaert ar giaitya the
nonent. V& are nare f ocused on
plicvete sydydgriltiay” sas
Nor Knar Tannakar, acting

Cruy Grerd Mreger o the
Crpodion

Exploited, uninsured
H renensay they soneti nesfear the
vorst. Sysae “Wredten
herassivientaddi rgfires I theres
akighaze vé !l praed ykel yohed
if eaait detoptitat.”
Treyaatinetoriskthar lives
alyat o shex “drmd’, asae

d thenputsit. Nred thethree
ogovermart-rinfirebrigadesinthe
\dleyprod cefirgrad jadesto
firenan | & d aeaygENNEsks,
oflindersadat her equi prart.
Tar‘laet’ aqigtianisthe
@rnannace Mg rus etz fire
tedrswi chd |l threelri gekss
bought in1976. Trearly* hi -ted
fireegres, i.e wthfeno
conet b azes, ared theTri bhwan
Inerdiad Arpot.

Frenarei nreed rg yyset
ant gpermart ird fferexeto
thear ve fare Theretaebsnio
pronati as S nce 1981, adorew
rexutmat Sroel®l Riaisfire
bri gecke hes beenvirt hout comander's
sreddy20 Ad m they remtt
coeallyayisuravedicy. “Yu
cani g retheri sktothepor
qpdis” sasafiram

“Waeordatlya riksairg
dhe ppdeslives” asatte
frontan recd limgthedethd a
od | eegevioi e edt od cf unas
wi | eresa rgaprsfravavd | .

“Wafed fa themregrd g
isseslikeirerae trarrgad
omatined|omce Bt & the
nanert the govermarnt does nat
faeayhuoy fa the. 1t vill tde
soeting” saysRoud o theHne
Nrigry, adleacsit & the.

Rtirimgea oeshaeatad
tiregati rgtha r pre anbodsfram
theNjaati Karnacheri KtebKea
(tregrermarnt recrds dficg). “W
aesukwthverkthe gvess
rdthe pdess ad o persod
sdidatin” sasaevolestena
i fa Lyaas

TreHeNInistryis
resos d efa thefirelyi gasin
kahrardy, Ld i tpur ad Beld aaur,
ht firenaait toosrevwnisin
dege Tey vebentothreRHdic
Srvice @mmssi an, the @missi on
fa thelnegti gt nd Aused
Athoity, thelocd Deave goart
NI gryademntreSedd Rlice
topour ot ther vees, bt toro
aal. Trefiremaeh reduch
poisassma totheamadfaces
hit aredsi edaoresod rgfadlities
Tre Spai ekt nst bea
galeewthbes ctrarrgin
firdigtirg “Bt heretrekad [a
loyfudtiaey] d themnigryis
assigedtothepost. Heknoms
mthrgat firdigting” sasa

HERE AND THERE

hereaeonut! essthariesto

eqdanwysoepartsd the
varldhaelas, adahes

little viy Nrthand Vet arerich

andnoch o the Suth and Esst
vél | omi npoverty and
unckr cevel opnent. Sneof the

theriesaecd asadrad &, ahas

aeiddagd, cogirdaid a
comrigt slly.

Qed thelatter goes sonething
likethi's: pegd eframod ddinates
(ELropeans, Japanese, HN Qi nese) are
norei ndstrias, invetiveadcredive
thenpeod eframthetraa cs (d nast
everywhere € se) because they had toverk

herder tocogrewththecd d | have hedthougit s | ke t hose brayed
intonyear bysd conbar socid ag stsinnany f aces, i nd ud ng
Kathnand s areresentatived onedf those northernpecd es, the
Gred as, le nesay |’ verever fet noredu | -wttedanduncreati ve
theninaNepd i January. | can't i nvert vays tofindany LRGor
kerosee Adasfar indstrias, vd |, asktheedtar of this pger
about wether | net thedeed inefor thiscd um

Arayd ligt, if nat vernbh, onthi s perp exingtop ¢ cones frama
newy acou red book Gins, Grns and Sed by the Aneri can sci enti st
JaredDanond The cover bl rbsays thebook i s “ashort histary of
everyoody for thelast 13 000years.” It nay soundgrand osebut it’s

I’'ve never felt more dull-witted and uncreative

than in a Nepali January. But there has been
a ray of light, if not warmth, from the book
Guns, Germs and Steel/by the American
scientist, Jared Diamond.

na. Thisisaed thebest things|’veever reed onanytaac. It ozes
hunen ty adened essfesd rdi anfar anaray o tqacs. Daardisa

Hdag s bytrade agei wssadapd yathbyindireion
Hsthessisdindnjysmle Rgdeedvadd ffaatlyind ffaat
prtsd theverl dacoard rgtotha r acoesstowl dd atsadaim sto

dresticate Trelargest sdedtindf thosevereinVest Asi g, wet
hsaiascdl theFatileCesoat, nodrndy Irag Turkey, Rl estirg
Israd, adEyp. Thesaned atsadan nal svered soaoqu redby

aj eoat sooi e esadthosethat tradedwththe Vst Asias: theand et

Ginseadlind as, the@tsadTeuas d northern Brgpe adeven
soeind gerosfd kfrarSutheest Asia Hyvingalreedda ce o
doesti catedd atsadan nal sneart thet nonad chuter-gtherers
settl eddomand produced food surp uses. This d | oned thert o sypport
geidigs fird adtgeqde thensribes lureaorasadinatas Tey
cbve gedtedd g es, the“gus’ ad“sted” o theboK stitle
Menwi | e thepaod ed theAwricas, AricaadAstrd asi al aped
behi rdbecase, accord rgtoDanard, they hedfever, |esseffid et food
sarces. owest, far exanle, nocovs, horsesar pigs. Trey verenat
ddetodbd qpwitingsystes, thewed a guporder. Ter scd i es
largdyremdreda g ssdasvillagpled digdoswthat catrd

by DANIEL LAK

Explaining everything

pditicd athoities Therevereexgtiastoths thelrcessd Suth

Awrican theAttecsd My coadtheNssi ssipa v leyretivetribesare
soed them Bi thesepegd evereparticd aly v nerad etosonathing
d sethet ves bl qi mgi ntheBras ansod i esthe“gang” inthetitle

d thebodk

European cd oni a i smwiped out huge nunfer s of peopl einthese
| ess devel aped sooi ety, usudl |y throughthe sread of di sessethat hed
| eapt to hunans fromdonest i cat ed ani nal s. Those who donest i cat ed
thean nal s hed devel pedrd a i vei noni ti es, thoseviohedn't d ed
indroves. Ay ather resi stanceves seendf by mlitary technd ogy ad
thewsed horsesinkdtle RegdeinSuthAsia Aricas, Astrdian
abori g res and i ndi genous hunter-get herer sod et esii nvari aus ot her
partsa theverl dsufferedsi mlar fates as devel gped peod es spreed
ouvardsinsearcha g d ladadloot. Rdigonbuttressed
inperidist novenerts adDanondisparticd arlyscahinginhis
adysisd therded organ sedfa thineconomc deve gert .
Soossfu sod dies, hewites, hedrdig asthe justified K etordic
dites’ viointunfudedmlitary structures, rercartilismad

reti ol s,

Theurder | yi ngnessageherei sthet d raustance, | uk adadsy ee
d ruh essessgaethenarthits pramnet positi aning dod deve qonert,
ntindletd aeduicaysypiaity. Danond scod s anisa
wtheringatackonrad sverdsooi d Brwni smadap eafa the
ingitasd Hstay sgodfatuetobelbahhul eadgaeras

iniaay.

My | huntl y recomend thi s book to peod eframbathsi des of the

g e cbd grert dvice ¢
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1 Aron-gorai ngBami sHreeng rei nkat hnanol
2 AMg ristzwihtheBekdaor firelrigede ithefar edisasmll scumy

pordvi chi sthelri geB sveter gae
3 AMg rus Bt z i n Kat hnandu
4 ABfadfireeyreinBedaur.

5 Trelmisa Bekdaur RreBigdegai omwi chaRd g antouri & matakfa a

hsaymsam

Operational Fire Engines with Juddha Barun Yantrashala

Morita, German
Model: 1976, Capacity: 4,000 litre
(Kathmandu-2)

Magirus Deutz, German
Model: 1976, Capacity: 2,400 litre
(Kathmandu-1, Patan-1, Bhaktapur-1)

Bedford, UK
Model:1973, Capacity: 1500 litre
(Bhaktapur -1)

Dennis, UK
Model: 1945, Capacity 1,200 litre
(Bhaktapur-1)

fi renan fromkat hnandu

Nithe isthereaytranmgfa
remerutseathe. @lythefirg
ke chd firdigtesvereg van
farnal train ngwenthe Judha
BrunYatrashd aves estad i shed
beckin1938B. “Wlearnthesdlls
fravour sias” they sy

“The Hone Niri stry does recd ve
shd adi padtra rirgdfesfran
fried yourtrieseeryyesr. Bt sroe
nred ar firennred theaiteia
& bytrargs, veaeudl etosad
ayag” sasRuH . Hrenan
hoee, ddntte rivigrydfidds
haebengd monthesetranirg
[rag ames.

If thet vesat euchtheyare
dsodd | edyambythepdi cedrirg
ridstoshod veter. Aoxrd gtothe
firdigteas treaqshaerd
ther veeer caroseenae “W
aetheul ukyaes, | €t tofaethe
nobs. Warend ther anednor
pdeted Tepdiceeddt s They
h ceben rdaur trudsadady s
tonove aheed Wiy dor' t they use

tha r camoni reteed?” eskedarefire
fidte.

Roatly, theyverecd | edyomto
edirgi sharuourafired the@p
KisraCrenadri rgthereoat
rids Beitressssythd deite
thar hesitai on fireenverefaroedly
pd i cetonove aedwensuddeiy a
saeaahdthraght hevinbsorean
andinj uredthe comander bed y. A0
gaitresssad “Hevestaentothe
amhogitd, thevaudsuturedand
thet vesit. Hevesra ther
compersdedna gvenayfuthe
nd cd tregtrat.”

“Tiskindd tregtnat hrtswsa
lat,” saysthecomandsr, wo
redndinbedanalicidde fa a
vek payi rgfar therad cati onat o
Hsompode.

Trerei sronadher varry far
thefirenan thegovermant dsd s an
toridtre\dleyd vdid esnarethen
Dyersdd Sysawtaanfireat ‘|
varde vt theld ghosses are
darirgtodbvithar fireares
thet aenrethenPyersdd” ¢

Kat hnandu\A | ey Rred Mp hi ghli giti ng heavi |y popul et ed arees

whi chthefirebri geoecamat aocess.

opd ad

VAVHAVdN (VY avdnvo

Everest Hotel

Planning permission has been granted for building the world's highest
hotel—17,000 ft above sea level—in the Rongbuk valley on the
Tibetan side of Mt Everest. The project has however angered
environmentalists and climbers who feel that the hotel will attract more
visitors and make the area a virtual theme park.

The man behind the scheme is Russell Brice, a New Zealand-born
mountaineer who has been climbing and running expeditions on Mt
Everest for more than 20 years. Brice and his Nepali partner, Ang
Tsering Sherpa of Asian Airlines, first met representatives from the China-
Tibetan Mountaineering Authority in Lhasa, where they agreed upon a joint
venture to build a lodge at base camp. Brice then had to seek the approval
of more than 88 government authorities before finalising the proposal for
the eight-bedroom hotel and six chalets with 36 beds.

The proposed hotel will cover 22,000 square feet of the base camp
area, and will include a bar and restaurant serving local cuisine. The
hotel, yet to be named, is expected to cost £2.3 million to build and
designers say they have ensured that the complex will be solar powered
and waste will be recycled into energy using highly pressurised tanks.
Buddhist monks have advised that the design remain traditionally
Tibetan.

The idea germinated from a temporary camp set up by Swedish
climbers 10 years ago. “It made sense to have this sort of set-up
permanently, to serve not only climbers but also the majority of tourists
who visit the base camp for a short time,” says Brice. But honorary
secretary of the Mount Everest Foundation, Bill Ruthven, dismisses the
idea: “This is commercialising Everest. It should be left aloof from the
masses.”

DFID gives £19.5m

Britain’s Department for International Development (UK) has agreed to
give Nepal £19.5 million to support programmes that would facilitate
pro-poor governance. The money is to be used over an eight-year
period in projects to improve governance. The Prime Minister's Office is
the counterpart to DFID's Enabling State Programme (ESP), chiefly
because governance issues overlap different government agencies and
departments. Without any pre-conceived projects, the ESP will provide
funds for activities formulated by Nepalis. “The idea is to get Nepalis to
conceive, design and implement activities to improve governance and
take responsibility for the outcome,” says Sailendra Sigdel, ESP
national programme adviser. “It's a programme seeking not to build
bridges or roads but to change behaviour.”

ESP essentially aims at making Nepalis capable of taking charge of
the change they want and involving them in the entire process. It hopes
to enable or facilitate “change advocates” to function as pressure groups
to bring about the desired changes in governance. Though an idealistic
goal, DFID seems convinced it is worth a shot. Which explains why—
unlike most projects funded through bilateral grants that budget as
much as 40 percent of programme funds to pay advisers from donor
nations—ESP has just 4 percent of the kitty set aside for External
Technical Assistance. Even that will be spent on monitoring. “We'll be
closely monitoring the programme to ensure no specific interest group
hijacks it,” says Michael Lowe, ESP manager.

RNAC chief suspended

Hari Bhakta Shrestha, the controversial executive chairman of the Royal
Nepal Airlines Corporation (RNAC), was suspended last week upon the
recommendation of the Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority (CIAA). The anti-corruption body has been probing the
controversial Lauda Air jet lease by RNAC, which was done through
direct negotiations despite a standing CIAA directive that all leasing be
conducted through open competitive bidding. Shrestha had led the
negotiations to lease the Lauda Air Boeing 767 that has been part of
RNAC's fleet since 1 December 2000. The jet was leased for 18 months
at $3,500 per flight hour, but there are allegations that other “hidden
costs” have increased that figure to about $5000.




6NATION

19-25 JANUARY 2001 NEPALI TIMES

SHIVA GAUNLE

fter acoutsipthe lested
years, Amitaand Gresh
Bedafird lygt rarried
Bt wthnafewmarths, the
oad etedfiledfa dvarce The
jukehesrirgtha r cesetriedto
covi ncethent et ad vorceves
nt threalysduio It vesan
efat vesteds nebat hverebat
mnsgEain Dthensessay
pepersvere prepared andt het vs
theedd anarri agebathpertrers
hed | cdked faverdtosoeaerly.
Amitaand GreshBekta s
dvorceves aed over 20cases
reg seredi nkathranduil at fi scd
year. Tt rqresatsaaud9
praat o dl cesesfil edinthe
oaurt, adistheh gest i nnuner
dte tradtiod d quesrdaimto
l'ad, norey | end ngad
irgitace
Trereisdfiriteed daoethet
dvoreeismtheriseinN.
Sod sdetist RirBtedr
Chetri o theTribhwen
Uivesityforddetyd ed dace
wilehd prgstutsggther deta
ontheissied dvorceanarg
Bahun, Ghetri and Never
comoni ties of Rokheraad
Kat hnamu As part of thestudy
theyd sood | etedirfanai an
fravthed strict cartsd Jem
Srsai, Rrsa Rpaddhi, Rl pa
adBrke adtheresutsverethe
sam
Trefind ngsfranthesed gt
ddridspod ceanird cai ond
theday rgsod d soareri ointhe
oautry. Adg venthet thesearess
aed| sanubais itdso
refledsthedtituktoerdsd varce
anong peopl e wo are educat ed
adfireddlystad e adwohae
thecati dencetogoroechthe
oarts. Rdefravd | castesad
ghmcgapaeqtingfa
dvorce Bi it isnorecomen
anong Bahuns, Ghhetris and

Nvars, wi chood dhave
somathirgtodowthhger leds
o edrcatininthesecomon ties.

Aagtheressosdtedfar
dvarce by vonenarephysi cd ad
nertd tarture non-nainterence
andlackof conperi anship. In
Rrsa(prhas detoitsprad ity
tolrd g theissed iraffidat
dowyisdsodted Hvever, scid
K atigshdieethrec dke

nary nare ressars andthet | ayers
narti onan ythosereasarsthet are
likd ytogedupthed varce
praEs

Twonaj o ressas nat often
edidtlysaedael akd ssud
sidatin addeting Blita
fromkat hnandu ves granted a
dvorcein1997 adtheressm
daedves|akd intees. Te
nai nresscnacoord ngtoher, aggin

nt presatedtothecart, vesthet
srehedsreredrophysi cd

rd ai ash pwthhe heterdfar
thefiveyerssrevesnarried Tre
lest drawesal eter fronte
husterdthet sad “.ddit haea
s cd rd ai aehi pvithyou
becase| thougt thet it vau d
cstroyyar life | hvedosan
avthe prsmasmylifepatre.
Rexsefagvem”

AIANVd NVHI

Divorce cases are on the rise,
and the law remains loaded

against women.
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consulting his wife.

Lesser citizens

Nepal ratified CEDAW (the UN convention on elimination of all forms of discrimination against
women), which recognises marriage and family rights as important and inalienable rights of
women, in 1991. Article 11 of the Constitution of Nepal also guarantees legal equality between men
and women. But when it comes to actual practice these assurances are not worth the paper they

“The chapter on Husband and Wife and the chapter on Marriage in the Civil Code are highly
discriminatory against women. It puts women at a disadvantage while they are married and when
they demand a divorce,” says Dr Shanta Thapaliya, advocate and women rights activist. She is
mainly critical about the legal provisions that demand a woman's loyalty to her husband, even after
the hushand's death or a divorce. In case a woman has a sexual relationship with another man or re-
marries, her share of property received from the former husband will revert back to him or to his natal family. On
the other hand, a simple verbal accusation by a husband that his wife has been unfaithful is recognised as valid
grounds for divorce and the wife is even disqualified from receiving alimony.

As a state party to CEDAW, Nepal is obliged to ensure similar responsibilities and rights for men and women
in marriage and divorce and the maintenance of children, irrespective of their marital status after divorce. The
clauses concerning these rights in the Civil Code are both contradictory and inconsistent with the CEDAW
charter. Women rights activists are critical about both the executive and legislative
branches of the nation for failing to bring about amendments to the four decade-old
Civil Code which they say is guided by “outdated and orthodox” social values. For
example, the Civil Code allows a man to re-marry without divorcing his first wife if
she fails to bear a child after ten years of marriage. The provision assumes that
women are solely to blame for infertility. “Social discrimination (against women)
triggered by illiteracy and an orthodox culture is furthered by a discriminatory legal
system. Nepali laws related to marriage and family rights, in many cases, reinforce
women'’s subordination to men,” says Sapana Malla-Pradhan, an advocate with the
Forum for Women, Law and Development.

Nepali laws are also discriminatory on the issue of granting child custody to women. Divorced women
cannot get custody of their children. And if they do by mutual consent, the Civil Code’s chapter on
Paupers denies them the right to look after their children if they re-marry. This also applies to
widows re-marrying after the death of their husband. However, fathers retain the right irrespective of
their marital status after the death of the wife or a divorce.

The same discriminatory provisions exist with regard to adoption. A woman whose husband is
not dead or who has sons either herself or from a co-wife cannot adopt a child. A woman is not also
allowed to adopt a daughter without her husbhand's consent, whereas a man can do so without

Grounds for divorce

In case of forced marriage between minors, a divorce can be obtained through mutual
understanding between the two parties when they come of age. The procedure to obtain a
divorce for women is easier than for men, but alimony or any other form of maintenance
expenditure will be paid to the divorced wife only if the cause of the divorce is established to
be the hushand. The husband will then provide maintenance to the wife only for five years
or until the wife remarries, whichever comes first. However, the provision of maintenance
is at the court’s discretion and is awarded only in cases where the wife does not have a

source of income.

For men

o if wife lives separately from husband for more than three years;

to husband;

if wife attempts to take the life of or causes disability or any serious physical damage

o if wife has sexual relationship outside marriage or admits having sex outside

marriage in a court;
if wife elopes;

if wife does not produce a child in 10 years after marriage husband can remarry
without divorcing the first wife
o if wife is infected with an incurable, transmittable sexual disease or if she becomes
insane, crippled or blind, husband can remarry without divorcing the first wife; and
o if a married woman or a widow enters a forged marriage by stating her marital status
otherwise, she is penalised and the marriage is automatically terminated.

For women

if husband remarries;
if wife is thrown out of the family house;
if hushand lives separately from wife for more than three years;

if husband attempts to take life, causes disability or serious physical damage; and
if hushand is impotent.

OHemlata Rai
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VILLAGE VOICE
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Kumrose Machan

A community-managed forest shows what
could possibly be done in buffer zones
surrounding conservation areas.
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Hotel blues again

We're another week closer to the 11 February strike deadline by hotel unions. The unions say
that since the government had asked them to “halt"—not “withdraw"—protests for two months,
they reserve the right to protest or strike if the decision does not address their demand to be
paid a 10 percent service charge. The unions have submitted a nine-page argument for having
the service charge to the government committee, which is expected to recommend a way out
by early next month.

The group of 16 business and industry groups that rallied behind the hotels to shut down
rather than wait for a strike, has completed a socio-economic impact study on what the charge
could do to the economy. Its main argument against the charge is that it is against the
principle of pricing, where the value of work is determined by the employer and not by mobs. It
also argues that the charge is unacceptable, especially when labour laws don’t allow
employers to fire even the most unproductive workers, requires them to pay for work not done
and does not allow the hiring of contract labour.

Tourism last year dropped by 11 percent. And industry argues that if it were to fall by the
same percentage this year, the direct cost on the economy would be Rs1.8 billion. With four
taken as a multiplier of the effects, losses could add up to Rs7.2 billion. The government we're
told is “working” to meet the deadline, but there’s no hint of what its recommendations would
be. The union says it knows what to do should the decision be unfavourable. Industry’s single-
point agenda is no service charge, or even negotiations until the threat of strike is withdrawn.
Some arguments and counter-arguments of the unions and industry:

o Unions say the 10 percent charge is standard in many countries. Industry refutes this
saying that this is in no way an “international standard”. Unions cite examples from countries
like Indonesia and Singapore.

o Unions say trekking and travel agencies and other industries won't demand the charge.
Industry maintains it will be inevitable, given even the union's andolan (revolution) is illegal.

e Unions say service charge will only be charged in hotels and Nepali fast food outlets.
Industry says it's a contradiction that “union bosses” do not seem to worry about the extra
change that those in lowest rungs of the economic ladder could earn.

¢ Unions say that workers elsewhere have better facilities than what Nepali workers get.
Industry maintains that if Nepali workers should get similar perks as those in Germany then
everything in Nepal should be as it is in Germany.

¢ Unions have presented “low” salary structures in different hotels to prove their point.
Industry maintains that the account does not factor in free or subsidised food, medical
benefits, etc.

o Unions say hotels maintain different account books and hide profits. Industry charges
there are several government departments looking into that and especially with VAT there are
no chances of doing what the unions allege.

Court bars Indian vehicle imports

The Supreme Court has ordered an interim ban on Indian
vehicle imports until its convenes again to hear a petition
by a consumers’ rights group which charges that import
procedures are in contravention of Nepal's emission
standards. The Court has also asked the Customs
Department to furnish details on vehicles imported on the
basis of “self certification” so far.

The petitioners are challenging a Ministry of Population
and Environment (MOPE) decision allowing imports on the
basis of “Conformity of Production” (COP) issued by
manufacturers and not by an independent agency
recognised by the government. Nepal's Emission Rules
require importers to furnish both “Type Approval” and COP
for vehicle imports. This changed since August after Nepal agreed with India that this could be
done through “self-certification”. The 26 December petition was filed by three non-
governmental organisations Pro Public, Martin Chautari and Leaders Nepal after the MOPE’s
November decision allowed “self certification”.

VAYVHOVYHCYE NIW

ECONOMIC SENSE by ARTHA BEED

What about Indian vehicles?

4
ARG .
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We don’t trust a company with a turnover larger than Nepal’sy
GDP. Indian car-makers should be trusted to self-certify their
products, just as the Koreans and Japanese are.
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imot d Ird anveid esvid desl dty
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COMMENT

times”, seems to be appropriate in contemporary Nepal.

This is as interesting as it gets. Along with 23 million
other Nepalis, | too call this patch under the sun my home.
Home is where the Himalayan peaks are, where the thunder-
ing rivers roar, home is the lush valleys and abundant plains.
It is God's own country, a home we have inherited from our
ancestors and which we will soon pass on to our children.
The question is what is our generation doing to this king-
dom?

A decade ago our leaders rose up to demand an end to
the uni-party Panchayat system. After much loss of life and
property, they proclaimed that we were now entering the
golden era of multi-party democracy. Today, some of the
same leaders organise riots to demand an apology from a
movie actor. Five young lives are lost, and we find ourselves
with our feet firmly in our mouths. Far from demanding an
apology, it looks like we will be the ones to apologise: to the
families of those Killed, to those whose shops were stoned,
and even to those we falsely slandered.

Ten years ago, we thought all Nepalis regardless of
caste, creed or religion would be treated equally and live in
harmony as one nation, one people. We have since abused
our freedom to pull apart those of other religions and castes,
we have used our freedom to become parochial and insular.
Leaders we elected to high office have taught us to

the old Chinese greeting, “May you live in interesting

“ours” and less “theirs”.

to find a leader.

Far from demanding an apology from an
actor, it looks like we will be the ones to
apologise: to the families of those killed,
to those whose shops were stoned, and

even to those we falsely slandered.

distinguish between “us” and “them” and to make Nepal more

After this tragically wasted decade, it is important to look at
where we are now and chart out a new destiny. I look at the eyes of
my innocent child, full of trust in me, content and confident knowing
that | will only do what is best for her. I try to look for the eyes of our
leaders, searching for the same commitment and confidence. | fail

Groping for solutions, | come across the traditionalists who have
put their fate in the hands of Lord Pashupatinath. | meet
monarchists who say the only way forward is a coup: the palace and
the army have to take over law and order since without stability
nothing else is possible. (Staging a coup may be the easy part, the
hard part is coming to grips with the magnitude of the country’s
problems after that.) | turn to the revolutionaries who want to take us
down to the lowest common denominator and start all over again,
but | can see a bottomless abyss there. | move on to the
establishmentarians, and all they can do is blame “anti-democratic”
forces for the failures of the past decade, thinking that somehow

soldindanvdidesmat begated
thesae?Oitteaatray, if the
systemintheNpd Saderd 2000
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aatifictiay it nldegdia
arcstreberdond| imarts. There
testoleal ed dajrgfidd
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tragotadi nsata-teit the
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vaides Whaenakanessd the
Betric\dideirdsrybyd|airg
urestridedprodati nadthe
uregl aedwsed codkd mygestorn
WideshsaetattelRariss

W argue and congl a naoout
iregd itiesrmatedat towshit ve
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dhe vetadinaet. Tefat thet a
dfferat cdirg racethepd i oy does
nat chergeviet it naers. Thisismt
tretirefa juddd inenatina to
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ise If theeisapoi s aintke
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rnfedue ahavwsedaethe
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rederauchd He f-ekedpd ides
fdloredbycd | oni rgl enarttion. ¢

Readers can post their views at

arthabeed@yahboo.com

by ANIL SHAH

Think nationally, act individually goa

this will take the attention away from their own infighting, misman-
agement and venality. | turn to my escapist friends who are
desperately filling out their visa application forms for the United
States and Australia, but this is the eject seat—don't we have a
responsibility to return to society what society has given us?

There are no quick solutions. Urban Nepalis have got too used
to fast money, fast food, fast cars, instant gratification, and that is
why we seek an instant solution to our national problems as well.
The only way out is to stop passing the buck, and individually start
being a part of the solution. If we don't like living in a dirty street,
stop littering and spitting on it. If we want to have enough water
and electricity, let's conserve what we have and raise our collective
voices to support viable solutions. If we want tourism for
development we have to foster tourism, not wreck it. If you have to
use the streets to protest, it should be to take brooms and baskets
to clean them, not to burn tyres. The road ahead is long and
difficult, but the solutions have to come from us. No one else is
going to do it for us. These are big problems but not
insurmountable ones. One place to start would be to stop reading
articles like these and to start thinking nationally and acting

individually. ¢

Anil Shah is a graduate of International Business Finance from
George Washington University, USA and is currently with
Nepal Grindlayis Bank in Kathmandu. The views expressed

here are his personal ones.
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RAMYATA LIMBU

aski rginthesuooess o
b[zrpenomya, thefirst

Npdi filmorunfa 51
dsinagt o the\dley's
theetressiml tanead y, thefilms
drectar TUsi Ginirayves
digted A acerenrylast
veek, Gimray adactors
Neeruta S ngh, UtamPadhan
adDIipRyana hi net fans
ousideadowmiomtheatre.
“@vngtoyour energy, the
Nepdl i fi | mi ndustry hes get hered
nonentum” sai d Gi mray. “l
hope you cont i nue t o vt ch our
film. If vefal yau youhae
edyrigt toarsels.”

@i mray hed reason enough
toget enttiod . Hvingetered
theNgpd i fil maerldinthennd
80s wthanuner of qui ck
soesses dter alag
aurenticeshipinBnay, his
lae novieshedfl gpedoedter
ache. Inalagt-dtchefat, the
drectar barkedeveryth ng-Hi s
reputaion knovedged film
granmar, and fi nances-en
CrpenGhaya Ashepdsit, the
fil mwoul d deci de whet her he
vou dnakeit o bregkit in
Kd | ywood, astheNgd i film
imstrycdlsitsdf. Tregatie
pa ddf, fatuetdyfa bah
Ginray and Nepdl i ci nena

Tusi Ginray s Carpan
Creyaisasimie“yaill lagh
yadll cry’ story abaut abunchof
cd | egeki ds. Vet nakesit stad
ot isthet it isinwedwtha
oartan‘Npdiness thet nost
locd productiossardylack The
filmsdevadd thed oody
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No business like show business

braws, trashy i muendo

nel odranati ¢, crude sex and
histriaicsthet deracteri sadthe
flooddf filns prodcedinthe
nid-ni neti es. Thi s vas wen
novi ce producer's Wio Vier e nar e
Specd e ors thenci neest es nade
filnsthet cana best becd | ed
poor copi es of Bl | ywood
producti ons. Vet t hese copycat
novi s | acked, hovever, vesthe
rea edge Bontay has—
producti onvel ues ad e ity.

Incicertd |y, aather fil oy
Ginray hedstartedthetrend
Hsfamly actiondrana, Gino,
vasabghit in19L Giniray
udkrstoodthet aNgd i pudic
veaned ona40-year d et of
Hnd filnshedtobeg ven
comperad ethenesand qual i ty.
Bsedonthefamlia faher-
nor dereckbrat her s-seper dt ed
reun on-fird retributi ntheng,
thefil manegedtodoj ust thet.

Bi thespeted cop esthet
fdloredfaledmserady. There
vas overki || and Kal | ywood t ook
anosed ve Th svas ahl ek
periodfor Nepal i ci nena—
sonet i nes producers cou dn' t
evencd | ect RS50, 00 anafilm
Treirmdstryd sofdl victinto
trerodtyd sadlitetdeism

intheearly 90, wenvievers
preferredtostay back hone and
vetchthelaest Hnd hitsinthe
caniart o their livingrooms.

Nepal i over H ndi
Flnsareb ghusinessinNgd .
Theatres, viet her cavernous
bui | di ngs cranmng hundr eds,
‘h-visai' videohdIsthe ae
covertedgarnent fadtaries, o
voock andk st rawshacks posi ng as
dreasaespedd!| over the

coutry. Intherenatest of
herhet's, pstersd filmtarsvie
fa prided pacewthpgduesd
Htiesadfamlypatrats FIm
nagezi nes do bri sk busi ness, ad
just aout everyone can humt he
ldes hittue

Qe under thespel | of Hd
films, thsfanfdloinrgis
gaddlysitdimglodtiesto
Ny i films. Exogt for thetaa,
denandfar Hnd filmsis
shrirkingand Nl i i [ ns now
have 70 per cert of the nar ket
shere. This hes coewththe
i st ry begi i ng t o under stand
pHdictasteadindirgiaon ad
a sonaki ngthenast of exsting
technd agy and newt ax breaks.
The goverment | ast year deci ded
toexenpt Nepdl i filnsfromihe
fil moevel et tax. I rstead of
payi ngtax on screan ngs,
ehibtoscannowsherepart o
theearn ngs wthproducers ad
dgribtas

NrayanRri, oned Nypd ' s
yougest adnost prd i fic
dredas dsoatribuesths
change toanewound “Nepdl i
pide’. Hsfilm Aep, besedanthe
Moi st novenert, ves shd vedfar a
yer vhi | ealettl eroyd eragedvirth
oasas. TeR34milianfilm
vesfird | yrd essadinQ@t dor | ast
year add dhri skhusinessin
Kat hnandu. Nowshow ng out si de

the\d l ey, Aagpeqeedtsaturnover
d BRLmlion

Car pan Ghhaya, produced on
anodest R4l lionbudget (R
3I5mllionisaerapfa aNgd
film hes d ready nade 5 6.5
mllion Benby coserveive
estinates, theprodioers expect a
turnover o RS20l lion

Sysfil maker and presi dert
o thefour-nonth-d dRlm
Devel opnent Board Yadav
Kad, “It’sahed thys gnthe
Nepdl i filns arebe ngbought ad
sddwilestill smntheflox o the
ed ti ngroom Busi nessnan,
idudngetibtasad
ddribuas, aeinetingto
Dstribvtarsareputtingup 40
peroat o thecgatd requredin
edaefa edwsive
dsribdimrigts. Theaticdly
adatigicdly, Npdi filrsgill
have al ongvay togo but they
canredaceHnd filminterns
o qu ity andecononc
ach everart,” says Kerd .

The Nepal MitionHcture
Assoai i on, thebody thet
reresatstreineaetsd
prodees, dstribiasad
edibtas, isverkingwththe
F | mDevel opnent Grporati on
toget goverment recogitionfor
thenoviebusinesssasa
prodcti onori entedi st ry
rahe thenasarvicearieted
sectar. Thisved detitleit to
tax concessi ons weeni nparti ng

rawnateriad and equi pnert.
Aready &ter thetaxresk
announced | ast year, production
hes dod ed

IN19%B Npd i theetres
soreered 0Ny i filng
(comparedto124Hnd filns) in
148thegtreswthinNyd , ad
Nl i -speski ngaress o Ind a
likeGxrjeding Thsyear, dout
40Nepdl i filns (conparedto 80
Hrd filns) verescreenedin
about 3Btheatresaroundthe
oautry, induwng®4h-vis
M ls. Oeeuderpadactasae
verki ngdoud eshifts, adthar
pricetags haveshat wp. Ropd a
nal e | ead Ry esh Hnal cherges
Rs 300, 000 per film while
atresseslikeNeruaS nghad
Ja Shah are denand ng as noch
as Rs 200,000, narethandoudl e
theynacej ust acad ed years
ap It'smt just thestarswidre
havingafid doay-HIm
tecm dasaeindenandtoo,
catirmngcetesfar thenexdt
prgect befarethey reevendore
wththi sone Cancenasters ad
figt restesared sofu |y boded

Frdly, techsawdretas

arenakingnast of technd ogyto
cut producti ontineand costs.
Drectar Rri edtsaddishis
filmondgtd coqmute. “In
terns of tineandnaneyit’s cost
effective Wt mgt take 200
hours onandl og can be conpl et ed
in100hous.”

Wi | e Kol | ywood can' t
conparewth Bi lywoodinterns
o scde it isnovrodc ngthe
sanerunber of filng as, say,
Bang adesh, Si Larkaor
Astrdia “Tisisthebeg mirg
o thebest periaddf the
indstry,” says Gimiray. He
bdieesthe it isbecasethe
mdd ed ass hesreturnedto
thestres. Newthegtres ad
ol ti pl exes i n Kat hnandu have
a soluedthe ymarket crowd
beck. Asfilmethusiastslireup
t o vat ch Dar pan Ghhaya out si de
B swg yati, naneger Mitiram
R adhen exudes corfi derce. “It71 1
probell y conl et e 100 diys.
Thet neans ather Nepdl i fil ns
vaitingfa ada wll havetova t
alog logtine”

Outstanding Nepali
students are choosing to
study in Canada. Across
the border from the USA,
University of Windsor offers
Top Class Undergraduate
(Bachelors) degree
programs in a World Class
environment.

HiGH QUALITY EDUGATION, GREAT VALUE

WINDSOR

Getinformed.
Contact the University of
Windsor Liaison Office

Canadian Cooperation Office

Tel: 415193
E-mail: windsor(@cco.org.np
Web: www.uwindsor.ca

Applicants for Bachelor’s degrees only!

Our Computer Science,
Business, Engineering and
Arts programs are among
the best in North America.
These are challenging
programs.You have to be
good at the beginning,
because you will be great
when you graduate!
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Edifice
complex

SUJATA TULADHAR

MIN BAJRACHARYA

at hnandu’ s ur banscape
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Beverly HIl's and pl onked domn
B st .

The basi ¢ cont enpor ary
ubenlokisd areiforced
carreteskd emfram fla rod,
cenrt f asteredsurfaceand | arge
w ndows. Thi s “neo- Banesvor”
sy edafsemythgd s
Tverty years agoventhetile-
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Kat hrandu ves fird |y gettinga
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peod etobu | dhigher then
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Huse onersignorethe
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nake ny stai rcase narrover and
stegper thentheredt gy s. There
isnothougt paidtothestrexth
o thefoudition, thefraear
thesa|l udaregh Trereare
nany probl ens wth new
structwres, i nd ud ng poor
irsdaion thecd dtrgpng
qeitiesd cocretebut anrg

thenost varryirgisthestaility
o thebuld ngs (see VEtimgfa
thebigae #5).

Bt inthemdst of dl this
whensgud or adgyd lingy
hezardous costructi on, thereis
thedligt dgimer o hopethet a
newgererati onof Nepdl i
achtedsisnarryingfamath
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buldrgsthet tryreither toke
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Kat hnandu s tradi ti ondl
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andyour city. Qlythencanay
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Bhuti MnSngh

AMiI | aeraNevari house
geregdlyddit gohighe then
threestareys, theided e gt far
ahoseinasa smecd | y-ative
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goundfloor vies used far storage
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house ves essytonaintan The
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dtilea daepaetedthevdls
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Modemn Nepali architecture is finally showing
signs of moving out of its kitsch phase to
explore new styles and tastes that are in

harmony with the urban and natural
environment. But with so much ugliness
around, it will take time to make an impact.

surround ngs. Your bui 1 ding
cama stadou likea
Drerahera, url ess (1 ke poor
Bhi nsen Thapa) you vant to
nakeafdly.
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MARIO OSAVA IN RIO DE JANEIRO
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Searching for a new utopia

After the protests in Seattle, there’s
now an organised alternative to Davos

and the WT0— the huge World Social
Forum in Brazil this week.
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How globalised are we?

WASHINGTON-Singapore, the Netherlands, and the Nordic countries are
the world’'s most “globalised” nations, according to a newly-devised index
released by Foreign Policy magazine.

Interestingly, the United States ranks only 12th on the magazine’s list of
50. The US economy is not as dependent on international trade and
investment as those of other nations, and its citizens, on a per capita basis,
are much less well-travelled than Europeans. The US would be among the
least globalised countries on the list but for its huge lead in technology and
Internet use.

The index, devised by Foreign Policy and the Global Business Policy
Council (GBPC) of AT Kearney, found a correlation between the degree of a
country’s globalisation and its small size and open economy. “Size matters,”
said Moises Naim, Foreign Policy’s editor. “The smaller you are, the easier it
is to be globalised.” It also found that more globalised countries were less
likely to suffer corruption or the denial of basic freedoms to their people. In
reaching that conclusion, it used two other much-cited indexes: on civil and
political liberties, by the New York-based, neo-conservative Freedom House,
and on corruption, by Berlin-based Transparency International. Countries
highly integrated into the global economy also tended to be those where
wealth was more equitably distributed.

But Naim stressed that causation was not addressed by the study. “We
are not claiming that globalisation leads to equality or political freedom,”
he said. Income disparities may have far more to do with history, economic
growth, welfare and education programmes. The new index is based on a
rating of four different groups of measurements: trade, finance, personal
contact and technology.

Trade was measured by the convergence of domestic prices with
international prices for goods and services, and the percentage of trade as a
share of the country's GDP. Finance, by inward and outward foreign direct
investment (FDI), portfolio capital flows, and income payments and receipts
as shares of GDP. Personal contact was measured by cross-border
remittances and similar transfers as a share of GDP, the number of minutes
per capita of international phone calls, and the number of international
travellers per capita. Technology variables included the percentage of the
population with Internet access, the number of Internet hosts and secure
Servers per capita.

Singapore is at the top because of its high trade levels, heavy
international telephone traffic, and high volume of international
travellers—three times its four million population. Next are the Netherlands,
Sweden, Switzerland, Finland, Ireland, Austria, and the United Kingdom.
Switzerland and Austria do well due to travel and tourism, while Ireland
scores high due to remittances from citizens living abroad. The Netherlands
tops the Index in the financial category, with Sweden, Finland, and the
United Kingdom also scoring high in the economic group.

Canada ranks 10, followed by Denmark, the United States, Italy,
Germany, Portugal, France, Hungary, and Spain. Among developing
countries, besides Singapore, Malaysia is the highest ranked, at 20,
followed by Chile at 26, South Africa at 27, and Tunisia at 28. In Asia,
Malaysia was followed by New Zealand at 21, Australia at 23, Japan at 29,
Thailand at 30, South Korea at 31, Philippines at 33, Indonesia at 38,
China at 49, and India at 50.

The analysis stressed that technological factors have become the
driving force of globalisation, particularly since the 1997-98 Asian financial
crisis. It said the sharp rise in Internet access and usage among advanced
economies more than offset slowing growth in more traditional measures of
integration like cross-border trade and foreign investment.

The index notes that many variables that indicate the extent to which a
country has become globalised are unavailable. The degree to which
cultures are penetrated by foreign influences is very difficult to measure,
while, in other cases, such as immigration, the reliability of existing statistics

is subject to question. 4 (1PS)
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SIDDHARTH DUBE IN NEW DELHI
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Indonesian “Yummies”

JAKARTA-Economic recovery is nowhere in sight in
Indonesia where currency fluctuations have put even
daily necessities almost out of reach of many people.
Yet, in cities across the country, exclusive entertainment
spots are still not short of clients.

The latest models of luxury cars are regularly parked
outside these hotspots. “I pass through every weekend,”
Yaya Suryana, a lecturer at the State Islamic University in
Bandung, says of a particularly popular entertainment
strip there. “And it seems there is no such thing as
economic crisis whatsoever,” he adds.

Meet the “yummies”—Indonesia’s young, upwardly
mobile, modern, independent elite singles, who live it
up even as tens of millions of their countrymen struggle
to make ends meet. Highly ambitious, yummies rarely
apologise for their lifestyles, reasoning that they deserve
to party as hard as they work—and they have more than
enough money to live it up. Often occupying high
positions in companies or owners of successful
businesses, these 20-somethings earn between $12-
15,000 annually—a small fortune in a country where the
per capita annual income is $617.

Some commentators dismiss them as a selfish
bunch. They note that many yummies jump jobs—proof
of “disloyalty” and “ungratefulness”—and delay having a
family for fear of jeopardising their careers. Others see
them differently. Explains psychologist Joyce Djaelani
Gordon: “This generation sees life as a sea of
opportunities they must dive into.”

A sense of adventure is one characteristic that
yummies share. It is this that distinguishes them from
their parents’ generation—yummies seem to have a
fondness for challenging sports. Bambang, one of them,
has taken up paragliding. “I feel closer to God when
paragliding. You realise how insignificant you are,”
he says.

That many yummies do not think twice about leaving
high-paying jobs to start their own businesses is
evidence of their willingness to take risks, say
sociologists. Rina Octaviani is 25 years old and already
owns a boutique in an exclusive area in Bandung. She
earns about $1,200 a month—most of which she
spends on weekend escapades in an exclusive resort,
where she indulges in her favourite sports. “Money isn't
a problem,” says Octaviani. “It gives me a lot of fun
and, more importantly, recharges my energy to work
harder.” (ps)

Biodiversity burn-out
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Still no confidence

Sher Bahadur Deuba in Tarun, 8 January

Fifty-six MPs, including myself, had filed a vote of no-confidence against our parliamentary leader, Girija
Prasad Koirala. When we filed our motion we had stated that we were doing this because Koirala had been
unsuccessful on the three issues that he himself had claimed he would successfully tackle.

When he became prime minister, he had said that he would solve the Maoist crisis, control corruption and
provide security in the country. After nine months we have analysed how his government has been functioning
and have concluded that he has not been successful in solving any of these three. This is why we filed a vote of
no-confidence and we feel that we filed it at the right time.

The procedures for election in parliament and a parliamentary party are different and Koirala has committed a
crime by enforcing parliament election rules on the parliamentary party. In parliament, MPs are elected from
different parties. Their election symbols, their election papers are all different. They sit in groups separately.
There has to be some difference in the way a parliamentary vote is conducted, and elections to a parliamen-
tary party.

In the present case, for his selfish needs Koirala has forced one set of rules on another and he did not even
table the rules before enforcing them. We showed our displeasure and boycotted the elections. So how can this
be called an unsuccessful no-confidence motion? We had stated that a reign of terror would be unleashed if
open voting took place, but who listened to our pleas?

Revolving door governments

Chhalphal, 7 January
Excerpts from an interview with Nepali Congress MP and former minister, Ram Sharan Mahat.

Q. Yousaythatthe no-confidence motion is justified, but at the same time you did not vote for the
motion. Why?

A.  For the sake of party unity, | stayed neutral and did not vote. There are many issues within the party that
can only be solved through consensus and this was my effort till the end. However, solutions could not be found.
That is why I felt it was not correct to participate in the voting process. The nation is facing many problems, and
at this moment the party should be united and move forward collectively.

Q.  Youweredefinitely not scared of the prime minister and therefore stood neutral?

A.  This is a stupid argument and | do not attach any importance to it. | do not want to comment on such
rumours.

Q. BothKoiralaand Bhattarai were unsuccessful in providing good governance, controlling
corruption and providing security. Will Deuba be successful on these counts?

A.  This s not a question of proving one's competence. It was wrong to remove Bhattarai from the PM’s post.
It has now been proved that the reasons stated while removing Bhattarai were baseless. Therefore this issue has
now been raised again. Despite the majority of a particular party, the government is being changed every six
months. This is not a good sign; it sets a bad precedent. We have to save the party from this and unite the
party. Understanding, consensus, and unity must be developed in the party. For this the party must think with a
cool head. The present crisis is not beneficial to anyone in the party. We have to take steps to stop the system
of revolving-door governments.

Q. Isyour present battle a battle of principles, or a battle for the chair?

A.  The issue of principles is there but | cannot deny the fact that it is also a battle for the chair. Therefore
this is a display of one’s forces too. To solve all these issues the party should be united, but the tragedy is that
in the Congress one’s strength is being displayed all the time. It has been reduced to head counts. The party
leadership is responsible for this. If peace had prevailed, we wouldn't have had these difficult times. Therefore
leaders have to tread carefully and with great understanding.

Q.  Whatdo you mean the leadership has to tread carefully and with great understanding?

A. At present Koirala is leading both the party and the government. The absence of peace and
understanding within the party has led to these problems. Every party has many centres of power and this is true
for the Congress as well. One has to gain support, handle all of them carefully and move ahead. This is the test
of a successful leader and statesman. Koirala has been unsuccessful on these counts...

Contending leaders

Nepal Jagaran, 8 January

The two main contenders for the post of party president are Girija Prasad Koirala and Sher Bahadur Deuba.
For membership in the Central Working Committee, the contenders are Ram Chandra Poudel, Shailaja
Acharya, Sushil Koirala, Khum Bahadur Khadka, Bijay Kumar Gachhedar, Mahesh Acharya, Nar Hari Acharya,
Govinda Raj Joshi, Jai Prakash Prasad Gupta, Chiranjibi Wagle, Gopal Rai, Purna Bahadur Khadka, Mahadev
Gurung, Prakash Koirala, Bal Bahadur KC, Ram Sharan Mahat and Arjun Narsingh KC. It appears that the
Nepali Congress is divided into the Koirala and Deuba camps. And if these camps slug it out in an election,
then many are expected to lose.
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MOVIES
* Movie ticket bookings online at <www.nepalshop.com>

Subscribe to Himal Khabarpatrika, get Nepali Times Free ! *

# Pequenos Milagros (Small Miracles) A film by Eliseo Subiela, Argentina, 1997. An introverted but Newsstand price i} RS 25
willing Rosalia believes in being a fairy and succeeds in charming the all-too-structured reality around her. .

Organised by the Inter-Cultural Film Society. Saturday, 20 January. 4:30pm. Russian Culture Centre. 1 Year subscription - Rs 530
<icfs@wiink.com.np> 2 Year subscription - Rs 1000

# Russian Film Festival Jointly organised by the Kathmandu Film
Archives (a Martin Chautari & Godavari Alumni Association
undertaking) and the Russian Cultural Centre.

Schedule

Moscow Doesnit Believe in Tears (1981 Best Foreign Film Oscar
winner): 24 January, Wednesday, 5:30pm

Genghis Blues (Courtesy Himal Association): 25 January, Thursday,
3pm and 5:30pm

Brothers Karamazov (Based on Dostoevsky's novel): 26 January
Friday, 5:30pm

Tickets at Mandala Book Point in Jamal, GAA Hall in Thamel, Martin Chautari in Thapathali, and all Momo
King branch. Rs 100 and Rs 50 per show. For more information ring Martin Chautari at 246065 or email
<chautari@mos.com.np>

*With a one-year subscription get 2 month free of any
one Himalmedia publication (Wave, Nepali Times, Himal
South Asian)

With atwo-year subscription get 3 month free of a

Himalmedia publication of your choice.

Costomer Care Call # 543337 (0700-1700 hrs)

EXHIBITION

% Angkor A black and white photography exhibition by Jaro Poncar from Prague. The focus of the
exhibition is the temple complex Angkor Wat, one of the architectural wonders of the world. Last day 20
January. 8 am to 6 pm. Indigo Gallery, Naxal.

SLIDE LECTURE

# Across the Himalaya and Beyond Lecture and slide-show by Arlene Blum who's led over 20 successful
mountaineering expeditions, including to Mt Everest and Mt McKinley and the first American summit of
Annapurna | (8,091 m), and a 2,000 mile, nine-month trek across the Himalayan regions of Bhutan, Nepal
and India. Friday, 19 January, 6 pm. Indigo Gallery, Naxal. Rs 200. Reservations required. Call 413580 or
email indigo@wlink.com.np

MusIC

Shangri La Music Package

% Jazz Fever at the Jazz Bar. Piano (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday), piano and violin (Tuesday), live
jazz (Thursday and Saturday) and live Irish music (Friday). International cuisine with drinks from a bottomless
cellar, gourmet food and espresso, cognac and cigars... and more! 435741-43 or www.hotelshangrila.com

% Jazz Jazz by Cadenza at Upstairs Restaurant, Lazimpat. Every Saturday 7:30pm—210pm.

% Rock and Blues Robin ‘n’ Looza play rock, blues, soul, and Nepali tunes at The Bamboo Club, Thamel.
Every Friday evening.

DANCE

 Odissi Dance by the renowned Odissi dancer Madhavi Mudgal and her group to mark the Republic Day of
India. Sponsored by the Indian Council of Relations (ICCR). Venue the Royal Nepal Academy on 25-26
January. More details at the Indian Embassy. 413174, 410900

% Traditional Dances every evening in the courtyard of Dwarika’s Hotel. Enjoy drinks from a choice of two
bars. No entrance charge, however reservations are recommended for diners. 479488.

EATING OUT

 Authentic Nepali sekuwa (barbecue). Regular Friday night sekuwa in the lamp-lit courtyard setting starting 2
February at Dwarika's Hotel. Select your own appetisers, momos, salads and choice of meats as well as delicious
desserts. Package includes one free drink and lucky draw. Reservations recommended. Dwarika's Hotel, 479-488.

EVENTS

% CAN Info-tech 2001 - Nepal Information Technology Show and Conference Nepal's sole IT exhibition
bringing together hundreds of experts, professionals, buyers, sellers, manufacturers and suppliers to provide a
forum for networking and exchange of ideas. Some of the world's leading IT companies will also be
represented in the show. A two day conference on IT Revolution: A Millennium of Opportunities will also take
place with representatives from more then seven different nations. 25-29 January, Birendra International
Convention Centre, Baneswor. Tickets Rs 50. Rs 25 for coupon holders. 432700.

% How Nepalese Organisations Could Benefit from the Asia Invest Programme An information seminar
organised by Technology and Trade Information Promotion System (TIPS) National Bureau in Nepal. Ms.
Genevieve-Anne Dehoux, Senior Project Manager, Asia-Invest Secretariat in Brussels will be the main
resource person. 22 January, Monday from 9:15 am—12:30 pm at the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FNCCI) Meeting Hall (Room 10), Teku.

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER QUICKWORD 16 by CROSS EYES

Across Down Terms and conditions
1. Pacific-rim metropolis, 1. Hewing garden tools (4) 1 Thecontestisopentoe\(eryone,except
partly (4) 2. Possesses (4) employees of Himalmedia Pvt Ltd and
5. Filcher steals chicken (4) 3. Falllike dominos or some ) :”f°°°mp"md'
9. Reasons remain pins (4) nca;eofm(_)rethanpnecorrectentry,
) the winner will be decided by lucky draw.
uncollected (5) 4. Wildebeest (3) 3 Entries have toreach Himalmedia, by 5
11. Creamy French 5. Feds (3) om, Tuesday.
accompanimenttowine (4) 6. Knight receives the command 4 Thewinnerwillbe announced inthe
12. Angst or boredom? (5) of the garter (5) coming isste.
13. Ideally, some thoughts stay 7. _a sword (5) 5 The prize hasto be collected from
this way (4) 8. Books and trees must Himalmediawithin aweek of the
14. Southern direction (3) have a _ (4) announcement. Please come withan ID.
15. The road shortened (2) 10. Repressive garment, like a
17. One lite pide (3) corset (6)
There isn't much you can forecast with a weather satellite picture like 18. gir\‘/irféft( GE;”“Sh royal ig: iggg;?}%d;gﬁg)e o
this. The subcontinent largely devoid of clouds, thick haze and fog
over the Indo-Gangetic Plains, a hint of high-altitude cirrus riding the spot (6) 20. Repent some actions at

cover but not much precipitation. The high pressure region in 23. Moving high in Chicago (2) ~ 21. Yet another attraction (5)
northern South Asia is really asserting itself. So, in a nutshell: expect 24. The heart of the digital era (3) 22. Keep the baby quiet (4)
the present morning frost conditions to continue in Kathmandu Valley 27. Public prosecutor's American 24. Shorten hair, pictures (4)
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jet stream above Iran. The western Himalaya could get some cloud : 22. Cheated! | was _! (3) leisure (5)
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I

with minimum temperatures in the 0 degree range in the city, one office (4) gg \%?a‘ '”ga centre (4)k o
degree below zero on the outskirts. Clear skies will allow daytime 29. Atemptress _ (5) : mstitnﬁe ‘;]"fssrﬁ;"r:y'of”'(j)' or
temperatures to soar to 20 degrees. A slight rise in minimum g; :esg;’ 'é'rsg f?a(;g c?lﬁ) 25 28 Common reactin O iatles
temperature in the early part of next week with possibility of fast- ILLE o 2l -l ance:'il Ste?/enson's_évil " and large buildings (3) _
moving high and dry clouds. R half (4) 30. Start the countdown. In The only correct entry was sent in
KATHMANDU The most convenient and economic way to surf the internet 34, A singular opera (4) italian (3) by Terence D'Costa
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue - To send in your entries, please fill in the details below and fax to 977-1-521013, or email to crossword@himalmedia.com. Entries can be
a a S dropped off at Himalmedia Pvt Ltd, Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur.
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CULTURE
SAVING FAITH by DESMOND DOIG
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BOOK REVIEW by MANJUSHREE THAPA

A worldly addition to Nepal’s literature

For those seeki“g a no hills or rivers, and...littered with filthy stagnant ponds, swamps relations: he is careful, for instance,
t d . f and puddles that [breed] mosquitoes and germs.” However, Gagan  to be very fair in portraying individual
grt_-':a er_ |ver3|ty 0 slowly adjusts to this alien Nepal; but he has a hard time finding Bahun characters. Still, the novel
voices in Nepal S work because he lacks citizenship papers. At the end of a few keeps slipping into the kind of
literature. difficult months, he has overcome his poetic bent and is making a racialist jargon which tends to

living shoveling sand, carrying loads, teaching privately and
smuggling Indian goods across the border.

Gagan returns to Sikkim after his father's death. By this time he
is skeptical about his prospects in Nepal but he still, deep down,
wants to return and find a home there. He finally summons
strength from a Langston Hughes verse—'What happens to a
dream deferred?—and returns to Nepal, this time heading straight
to Kathmandu.

He is both disappointed and rewarded by the city. In depicting
Kathmandu, Gurung has captured the city’s fluid, shifting character.
Gagan’s initial thrill at the cosmopolitan veneer of some parts of
the city quickly gives way to disillusionment at the deep-seated
chauvinism which marks Nepali society. Lacking local contacts,
family support, or citizenship papers, he finds himself again and
again knocking up against native xenophobia and parochialism.
His attempts to find work are wrought by a migrant's insecurity. Yet
Kathmandu is not all heartache: he is also embraced by kindly
strangers, including Bahuns. Over time, as Nepal enters a
democratic era, Gagan befriends more and more members of
ethnic groups who are slowly organising against the cultural
hegemony of Chettris and Bahuns. The novel ends, somewhat
abruptly, on a political note, with Gagan entering active politics as a
member of the All Nepal Native People’s Organisation, a forum of
‘native’ Nepalis of ‘Mongoloid’ origin. Fighting for his rights as a
‘native’ Nepali, he belongs.

Previous reviews of Echoes of the Himalayas have tended to
criticise it, in my view unfairly, for exaggerating Nepal's ethnic
tensions. To be sure, the author's portrayal of the janajati
movement is simplistic; for current janajati rights discourses are
more complex and wide-ranging than the ‘natives’ vs ‘Brahminism’
polemic that dominates Echoes of the Himalayas. In places
Gurung tries to acknowledge the complex nature of Nepal's ethnic

trivialise other more legitimate
grievances that janajati populations
suffer: for example, issues such as discrimination in Nepal's
constitution, official language policies, census counts and
distribution of social and economic justice receive far less
mention than the facial features of ‘natives’ and Chettri/Bahuns.

Despite this reductive quality, Echoes of the Himalayas is a
fun, refreshing book to read. The author's sensibility definitely
stands apart as new and invigorating—perhaps because most
of Nepal's literature is a bastion of Bahun writers, and the issues
raised in this book are hard to find in Nepal's Nepali-language
literature. Indeed, Nepal's English-language literature stands
apart in that it is authored equally by Bahuns, Chettris, Newars,
Gurungs, Tibetans, migrants from Sikkim and Darjeeling, and
long-time expatriates from all over the world.

There are, sadly, a few shortcomings in Echoes of the
Himalayas that could keep it from being widely read. Though
many passages, particularly descriptions, read very lyrically, the
novel is mostly written in a simple, functional prose which can
read flatly at times. Foreign collogquialisms pop up oddly in
characters’ dialogues. The plot and pacing are erratic in places;
and the rushed end betrays signs of novelists' fatigue. Yet those
who sympathise with Gagan's muddled outsider-insider
relationship to Nepal will enjoy the book for its content. And those
who seek a greater diversity of voices in Nepal's literature will
enjoy the novel. Viewed in the larger context of Nepal's literature,
Echoes of the Himalayas must be lauded for the cosmopolitan
sensibility it contributes to our literature. 4

DB Gurung belongs to the third

generation of Nepal's English

literary writers—the first slim

generation consisting of

Balakrishna Sama and Laxmi Prasad

Devkota, and the second (slightly less slim) generation of Abhi
Subedi, Padma P Devkota, Peter J Karthak, Mani Dixit, and a few
others. While the literature written by the earlier generations
remained confined to very narrow reading circles, Gurung's
generation is poised to narrow the considerable gap between
Nepal's English literature and the larger world: he is the first
Nepali to have a novel published by a reputable publishing house
outside Nepal. The son of a Gurkha veteran of World War I,
Gurung made first his mark in poetry, publishing a collection
Whisper in 1992. As with much English literature published in
Nepal, little fanfare accompanied that publication. Eight years
later, however, Echoes of the Himalayas received a good amount
of attention: by having his novel published outside Nepal, Gurung
got Nepal's literati to take note of him.

Echoes of the Himalayas is fresh and worldly in outlook.
Protagonist Gagan Ghondey's father is a retired Gurkha
serviceman in the British Indian forces who returns to Nepal after
his retirement, only to suffer discrimination and exclusion: and so
he migrates to Bhutan. Gagan grows up between Bhutan and
Sikkim as an emotional, poetically inclined youth who
harbours a deep nostalgia for his imaginary homeland Nepal.
The novel begins as he sets off from Sikkim to make a place
for himself in Nepal.

Reaching Biratnagar, Gagan finds that Nepal meets none of
his expectations: Biratnagar is ‘a confused, shapeless town,
sprawled in typical Indian fashion over an endless plain that [have]

Echoes of the Himalayas

DB Gurung

USB Publishersi Distributors Ltd., New Delhi, 2000
Rs. 320
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MUKUL HUMAGAIN
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whi | e the MRCt eamvent down
toB griaSortingCubd
Kd kata

RCTvert intothe sennfirel
wthout any naj or hi coups,
defeating Naxal Yiva Minddl
@ axian G uband 9 kki m11
wthrd aiveesse Nrgan

Rayanaj hi vesinstrunenta in
thesesuooessesintheearly phese
The 22-year d d Rayanaj hi
scaredthree cosect i ve het
trickstopavethevay for RCT.
The senfindl cl ash wth Mnang
Mirshyangdi @ ub (MO wvas
thefirst mjor hrdefa RO,
whi ch they won 2-1. MChas
domnet ed RCTinthe past, but
thistine RCT nanaged t o def et
the r gogponents wthagd den
goal by Nar ayan Minandher .
Inthefird, ROTp ayeda
nchbetter gane agal st Bl garia

SotsCubd Kdkata In
perticu ar, its def eseves nach
ete thenearlier adgdie
Ranesh Lana pl ayed hi s best
nat chof thetournenent wth
sone super b saves. Rayanay hi

| ooked subdledinthetitled ash

Rresh Gavd

as Ranesh Gravel i scoredthe
natchrwiminggod inthefird.
BgiaJotsCuh an'A
dvisonCubframkd kata, ddit
dayesped dlyingress vefod kel
aaypintinthecp It ves
gvenaqatefird etrybythe
organi sers andvert ontothe
semfird stagehy dfestirgthe
TreeSasCub -0 Thoughit
venthe sefind inati eoregker
4.3 it vesonyafter tvo MC
daersmffedtha r charcesinthe
penal ty shoatout. MRG wiho had
krilliat runinthedmestic
greuit last year, vesle domby
itskeyd asinthetidresker
apirst Bgaria Intheaher
semfird, MG | ast year's
wnner, hadtopl ay anuch
i nproved RCT.

, and football tiumph

For RO, thistriunphneans a
Id. Nt alylesitsregutdimas
Npd ’ s | eed ngd b beenerherced,
hu it d sog vesthenoati daceas
therenfoatbd | seesmbeg rs. “For
wit'sapefat dat,” sasd b
chai rnan B j au Nrayan
Minencher

Ry foctkall loars, this
tournanaert hes d so been sone
rdie fravthetunal thet hes

f ayedNepdl i foctt |

nanagenent . The Ganesh Thapa:
(et a Rra.cort rover sy donnnet ed

thefoakd | scamriq adit ves
wththistornenen thet a
fatbd | lod ngpddicfird lysaw
soegoadfoatbel | inthe\d | ey.
The successfu conl etiondf the
tournanent hes a so hel ped Geta
Rradenonstratethet sheis
caped edf rumi ng Ny
foakdl. It vesfirst g ar tarney
that the Geeta Rana-1 ed ANFA
hes organ sed dter sheves
pronstedtopresidet of the
assod dininQ@tde. Al A
divisiondl ubs of Kat hnandu
perticpetedinthetourrenart.
Teans fromSout h Kor e,

Bangl adesh and Nl di ves vere
exqectedtotakepart, but gart
fromtvo | nd anteans, noat her
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VACANCY

Regional Director, Panos South Asia

Panos South Asia is a regional information and communications not-for-profit
organisation based in Kathmandu with a country office in New Delhi, India.
Panos South Asia works with the media, policy-makers and international
agencies throughout South Asia to provide information and stimulate debate on

developing issues.

Applications for the post of Regional Director are invited from nationals of
South Asia. Applications from women are particularly encouraged.

You will have an extensive background in media, information and
communications, an understanding of development issues and a strong
knowledge of development trends in the region. Combined with a relevant degree
(preferably at master’s level), excellent management skills, strong analytical
skills, a South Asia perspective and international exposure. You will provide
leadership and vision and combine imagination and flair with a sound capacity to
organise and implement a complex portfolio of projects.

Panos South Asia is part of a network of eleven Panos offices in Africa, Asia,
Europe and the Americas. It is currently a subsidiary of Panos London, but
during 2001 it will become an autonomous organisation. The Regional Director
manages a staff of 4 based in Kathmandu and oversees an office of 4

employees in India.

Competitive salary commensurate with experience and qualifications, plus
benefits and relocation costs. The contract will be for two years, renewable,
subject to a probationary period.

For further information see the Panos website www.panos.org.uk or send an
email to Regional Director, Panos South Asia, at psa@panos.org.np.
Applications are invited with CV and covering letter to the above

through email or by post/fax to:

P
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The Director, Panos South Asia

GPO Box 13651, Patan Dhoka
Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: +977 1 520985, Fax: +977 1 523846

Please quote reference: PSARD/2001/NT
Applications must be received by noon, 14 February 2001.
Interviews are scheduled for 27- 28 February 2001 in Kathmandu.

The man with the golden foot

He has a knack for scoring hat tricks. And the Birthday Cup was no exception.
Though he failed to score in the last two matches, Nirajan Rayamajhi made
history in the Birthday Cup with three consecutive hat tricks in three matches.
The 22-year-old RCT striker had a wonderful tournament with 12 goals to his
credit. No other player has had such a run in recent times.
A member of the Nepali national squad, Rayamajhi was promoted to the
senior team of RCT three years ago. Since then he has never looked back.
One of the key members of the RCT strike force, Rayamajhi has been
instrumental in RCT's successes over the years. He has been named best
player in the tournaments that RCT has won in last two years. Last year, in the
Martyrs Memorial League, he scored 9 goals against Bansbari Club.
Rayamajhi has been included in the national side for a year, but has yet to
play a stellar role in any international tournament. A fan of Nepali striker Hari
Khadka, Rayamajhi hopes to be one of the best strikers in the country. His track
record shows he is quite capable of doing so.
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by RAMYATA LIMBU
Arlene Blum is a scientist who climbs mountains.
Read all about her adventures in her next book.
Brkd eyadra sssfutsfa Buhspgaaygtsadatides | toraptiadearcssaltud
cevel gart prqgectsinNyd . heve apearedi NNt ol bourckri esvienthestakes arehi ch
Of thenouta n Bums Goyaphi ¢, the Sithsoianad inace tooesteadmainana
vism diveadewgy, vidd S ence ragezi nes. To oanpl ex or g sati anwirt hout
tagderesdtsintrel draay. accomnadat ealifewth“naxinom | lcsirgsidt o thedtingegds,”
Hr rescarch Wil esretagt a freedorbut nni nomsecuri ty”, deatk
SafadUiversty, Wledey Buroodct sl eedrshipskill s, Inl9Psrehddsimla
@ lepadtheUiversityd adteamork adprad emsdving | verkshops far touri sm
Gifanad Brkdey, ves varkshos Wereperti c parts are pdessads saia pdicyndas
irgruatd inktaringtris, a encoragedtoovercone“ther om | adhbus nessleedersframidpd ' s
i i ng nourt ai ns and Hnal ayan Expedi ti onon i vedbecause afenclys | a e tvo

ooddirgsd atificressrch

(th rgsverantrad tiod |y
‘ddit d') ;e AlereBuma
lifeined ddlepsad
aetues. “It’sgvennenochto
witeaou,” saysBum “Tre
daiesl tdl, bathinthel dbadm
amutan aetreresdt d a
smla proess. Qetesavis oand
wet orevatstodo Then a
gopd paod evarkstagether to
atieethe gd, iethe it's
sdvigasdatificpdd enr
dininganoutan”

Anourtd neer wthadotarae

indghysicd demdry, Bunisin
Kat hnandu t o vor k on her nenai r
M ecd esadMurta rs. Hr first
bodk, Arepurne: Avilan s R ace,
about the 1978 Aneri can Vianen' s

Argurnal vesrecatlyre ssed
by Randomtouse Rl i sher's. Back
in1972, vien B urhedthei dea of
agaizmthefirs vanari s
exped ti on onan 8000mpeak, none
o theh gest pelsinthevarl d
hed been ¢l i nived by vionen

Bt by 1974, three naners of
aJapanese vonan s eped ti onhed
dinbedMredl u, thel ogve ted
first ascent toan8000mpeek by an
dl-fed eeqpadtion Fur yeas
later, Buhsomeqedtionto
Anapur na put two Wonen on't op.
I'n 1978, twowonen and two
Serpes stood ont he sumit of
Argurnal, tvety-d gt years
dte MuriceHrzog sfirg @ gt-
thasady dimbinhigayin
190 Treod draiasveresht-

HAPPENINGS

MIN BAJRACHARYA

W, NOGAB Legd ead esfranthe Ny Bar Assod ati ancaurt vaes an15
Jauaryind edti asinwi ch4 00l ayersd | os thecautrywated

MIN BAJRACHARYA

SAETY MRH Schodl chil | dren narch al ong Durbar Mrg on 15
Janarytosreadamreess aou earthekesadfdy antheam versay o

the Geet Brthqueke of 1934
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AMNGTHERLAG Rani pokhari Gxrner Teamposefor avictory phato
dtervimirgtheBrihcly @p rgussess mthetrady dte agpd Z7yeas.
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vonen on t he second sunmt t eam
fdl tothar deths. InArgourg,
tear esdr Bunthrond esthe
persord conmit nert andthe

triuphandtragedy o the
eqad tialsjarrey.

Bunthenstartedvarkingon
her et gdl : thegreat
Hnal ayantraverse across
Butan, Npd adinda In
1982, sheadtravd ad
adventurewiter Higho Swft
becanethefirst vesternersto
conpl et e t he 4, 500 kmt rek.
Sartingfromtheeasternborcer
of Butan, Svft adBum
cl i nied up and down t he
H nal ayan range up 6, 000m
pesses addomtoriver va | eys
a 600m gainingand| osingan
average of 1000meachday to
reach Ladgkh

B todaehy acss
altud eqeiaosvithfrieds
beck honeinBerkel ey, Bum
statedthe Brkd e-Hnal ayan
Far, anamd eat wichatrads
56 000pad etoenj oy H -bet,
nanes, sorganddance, adarts
adcatsfranthe Hral aya“ Qe
cy, | sanafenped esd limgarts
adadtsmthishuefiddin
Brkd eyad| hedavis ond
soethngh gger.” The18year-d d
farissgosredlytheGtyd
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card nogen cdemcd lsedasa
flaergadat ndildeis
d egvedr.

Tohy, she straddui versity
tesch ngandresearch, adh g
dtitukediningtofcas anfamly
adswigthel eedasipsills
¥ sd nedl eed goser tvaty
Hnal ayanexped ti as with
agnisaiasverl dvde “Oreyau
havech | denyoudait vat to
arppinlifethregai goots It's
apersord choice” says B umiose
runerous avar s i nd ueagd d
nedel fromthe Sci ety of Vidnen
oy gohers, anhonaur g vento
€ gt aher varen, ind ud ng
ajaa AdiaBErhat,
athrapd og st Mrgeret Med and
Nry Leakey.

AlereBurendadvert rewi ter Hoh Svft duringtheir tras-Hnal ayan
trek Bume k gonthed cudstoDeu agiri

Amrapur nes and Bier est s"-H ums
natgohar for i mportat and
dffialt gds

Based anher eqperi ences
| eed rgauoess U sd atificressrch
andnauta neringeqad tias, &
vel | ssasyrthes sd aurat
reseer chonl esdlrsh padteam
el qrart, her dietsind uk
corpora e and hi ghy tech conpen s
likeNst| & Grreti on, Heett
Packard, and 1 BM B umw || be
shutt! i ng bet veen Kat hnandu and
B aefa thered fivenorthrs
swimhe tearhlild gsdll's
wth1nd anand Aneri can conput er
pdessiads. “ewll loka how

| eed rgNIn stri esardprivete
irogry.

Rartid patsvereeouragedto
seaetharvism torkea
comntnert, anactionpd an
Anost acecackel aer, & leest ae
d theetidpatsisredism
her dream

RrdinYjaisvisoto
transfarmkat hnandui ntoagrean
beatifu paceby havi ngoopen es
adp adtydoka a
e goourhoodi sfl ongri rgfast s
seatinestorutuegen
trdficidatsinthedty sadded
interi orsbeyodna ecu es ad
beyond nourt ai rs.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

owthat the Frine Nini ster has wona\bte of

Qver confi dence and gone off to Rkherato

check aut the scene-scenery, wet ve are nat
understandi ngi svioi s gai ngtohend ethe Nini stry
of Aninal Hisbandry back i n Kat hnandu. Hying
honeearlier thisveek, | vestddinhushedtones by

itvidaesthre@wveratsd thelnerratiod
Treaty onthe D sposa of Hazar dous Viist es whi ch
thscoutryhesraified adtheygoaboou asif they
omthep ace

As anyone vho has ever husbanded afenal e
riminMgedi wil tdl you aged ded of care
adtranngneedstogointoruturinga
rdaiashp Ineerynarriagetherehestobe
conpronise, acconnadat i on, and, yes, a
comntnert tolivetogether (till rencarmati oncdo
youpart) evenif youvat topunchthe spousein

The wild boar menace

theathoritiesa theTri bhuven Mi ti ne-
tiod Arport thet widhboar have been
suttedd gg ngfar truflesinthevidrityd
threMPgron Itistinefa theathorities
toget onaver footingand| eavenostore
turned upsi de domnt o w pe out t he boar
nerece aceandfar dl. Tt isif theycan
first sort ot thedognerece, thewd ture
nenece, the eart hvormnenace, the
norkey nenece anda | ather vertelrate,
inetdraeadedraarestrid naneces
thet dagear rinarpat & thepresat tine
inthisreti aisd aiastigay. Tisisajdfa
cakuitsd theRrailitayTddfaced threNri gryd
Aind Hetadry, maed secantad eit.

But Kat hnaindu’ s probl ens pal e i n conpari sonto
the hezards facedinrenate corners of the ki ngdom
Try, forimstace topersieceafu ly-gromaoe
horned rhi nocer os cowt o vacat e the runvey a
Mgadi, ortdkaherdd yaks ot o crossingthe
ruvaytoget d thegeaner gassontheaher sice
a Sagooche Just tryit. Youw!l sonred i setha
hi gher namnal s i nour count ry have t he f reedomof
thewl dass: they gazewerethey vart, they drop

thepraoosci severytinehesnores. It isthesanein
pditicd narriages. therehestobeg veadtae |If
soneonei s gi vi ng then sone ather one nosst be
taking if nat thenthereismoBgled . Thsiswy
theNini ster of Ainal Hsbadryisacrucid post
duringthe RkheraGitleFar (sl agan “Youscrach
ny beck, ad |’ 11 stabyouinyaurs’) wereli vestock
wil beaxti onedtotheh gest b ddr intherunupto
thenedt generd erection My pri ze sped nars wi |
chage hands as the non-stqp part yi ng gt s unckrvay.
& boys, enough funand ganes. Tineto get

dropp ngs withvatond sregardfor vinether or nat

thisshowontheroad ¢

NEPALI SOCIETY

Lucky, Dikki and Nikki are an
inspiration to many Nepali
women whose vision of the
world these three sisters
have helped nurture among
the mountains.

The bright, witty sisters
have one mission in life—to
empower women and help
them cope with modernity,
while at the same time
preserving their culture and
heritage. How do they do
this? They make them walk
the Himalaya. At their small
trekking agency—Three
Sisters’ Adventure Trekking in
Baidam, Pokhara—they not
only assist women trekkers
and employ Nepali women
guides, but also conduct free
trekking and guiding training
for their Nepali didi baini. “We
used to do it at our own cost.
But since last year, we have
been receiving some
assistance from the Nepal
Tourism Board,” says Nikki.
Already they have trained 56
women, 15 of whom have
joined their crew. At present,
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another training programme is
going on in Pokhara.

Though it was only two
years ago that they were
formally registered as an
agency, it is more than six
years since the trio started
working the mountains. Lucky
started first, and Dikki and Nikki
followed suit after being
instructed in trekking and
climbing at the Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute in
Darjeeling. The sisters want to
bring Nepali women into the
trekking community. “Our main
objective is to employ women
and provide women trekkers
with quality, genuine trekking.
We want to share with them
our adventurous spirit,” says
Dikki.

The young women say they
haven't had the time to think
about getting married, as the
work they do is more
enthralling than any social
obligation. To remain outdoors,
to be one with nature and
absorb the energy of the
mountains is their life.

“Everyone should trek. It has
to be taken as a part of life,
like the way we have done,”
they say. Lucky says her
happiest moments are when
she has a 360 degree view of
the Annapurna panorama from
Annapurna Base Camp. “It's
always enlivening to see that,”
she says.

“A guide is an ambassador
of the country. Any foreign
trekker coming here expects
the guides to know about
almost everything related to
nature, the environment, flora
and fauna, culture and the
mountains. We train and educate
Nepalis and our foreign guests
the same way—we tell them
everything we know that they're
interested in, anything that will
enrich their stay in Nepal,” they
say.

Lila Karki, their mother, is
one happy and proud person.
“It's good to see their work
ethic and hearty spirit. It makes
me feel very happy,” she says.

Phone in Pokhara: 061- 24066

shangrila ad

ambassador
whisky
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