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It's official.

Parched

Kathmandu

may get 170

million litres

more water

every day by

2006. But

whether

some of that

will actually flow out of your taps is
another matter. It will depend a lot
on where you live, and if the leaks in
our distribution network are fixed
before that. Nepal and the Asian
Development Bank formalised a
$120 million loan for the Melamchi
project on Wednesday to bring the
snowmelt into the valley. ADB
President Tadao Chino was in town
to witness the signing of the project
agreement. Finance Minister
Mahesh Acharya thanked Chino for
the money and had tea with him on
the Ministry lawns. The total cost of
the project is $441 million and
includes bilateral donors from
Nordic countries and Japan, and
loans from the World Bank.

New Zone Bosses

King Birendra gave his OK for an
armed police force to battle the
Maoist insurgency last week. The
Home Ministry says it hopes to iron
out administrative and technical
procedures for the paramilitary force
by next week. “The armed police
would have better weapons than
regular police, but not as good as
those that the army uses,” Home
Secretary Shreekant Regmi told us.
The ordinance now needs the
approval of parliament.

The king has also approved
amendments to the Local
Administration Act, which would
allow the government to set up
regional administrators in all of
Nepal's five development regions.
The Regional Administrator’s
offices will be located in Dhankuta,
Hetauda, Pokhara, Surkhet and
Dipayal and is a response to the
security threat posed by the Maoist
insurgency. The regional chiefs will
also try to ensure better co-
ordination between different security
agencies—the Royal Nepal Army,
the paramilitary and the Nepal
Police.

See also p. 3
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‘“‘You will see everything will start happening within ten days.”
— Girija Prasad Koirala

“Youg' Turks-inVe ting RmQendraRoucd and Ser Barvedur Deuoa,

BraledraNdi, snd MhedraNrayan
Ndi) vered edted Inteetingy, Rty
RineNIn ster RnCadraRudd gt the
st vdesd thachreherd yd day
|dhyirg Tsperhgsind cdesthedrath
d thremdd ercedrsadtheseamnrgdesire
wthnthepartyfar wityadoogranse

If thereves aevimer inRierg it
vestheperty: it hesongat the nacheni sm
ind aetoasureal ey i pfilte thragha
i cprooess. Bl | yweodadress
Mn shakard a wovesi nRkerato

cape Qnanbeel f o her deddy Rrekash
Kirda ves“rgu s’ bytheat-thrcet
rivd riesvith ntrepaty. Bt eendeves
iressviththeprocess. “Ti svesatrdy
i cpartyoonveti on Ragd evith
dfferat ginasfardsee adtherevesa
rgediond theataraicveyd dirgthrgs
Itisavayguds gn Wehtreirfigting
behi ndus, theparty canroaf acus anl add ng
dte theaartry.”

For avektreatireoatry satatim
ves foossed anRilkdera. Beenthenain

VAYVHOVYHCYE NIW

oyosi ti onl edersfrarthe WLand at her
|efti gt pati esadtttedtheyverekealy
vét chigtheatooed the Rikera
onatimtofard defuuedragjes
Wehtherd i mgperty precooyd edvithrno
trust desadpditi cd | yti rgdridsanthe
dreds threvesasasethe theoautry
ves dri fti ngrutlrl essnast any coen
Riterad sosamhepresaoed an
urececkrtedruner o ressuregray,
b ghs ress, | dhyi g, adrad avio
oos dredit i potat eouhtoi nest the
tireandenergytoseehontherd i rgarty
ved dred \eitsirterd axflia adfirda
vayat.

Theahe aspat o the@nvati ont et
ves o srecbved by thel eedr i ptisd e
vesitsfirg-emr RIicyRypr irtovhi chthe
partyredpt inald  vark o tvoyears
tordl et fexbeckfraftregassrats The
Rye rdtedeldrag ythepaty s
comtrat toswd dismrefl edingthe
viepirt o thepartycadred thel ad |ed
wofdt thet theliberd rarket ecooy hed
S irdthecovarsd thepar.

“Liberd i smardsod d i svshod dnat besen
asatradday, ht ardletiond the
paty siddsd udersad rgad
recodlidin” sastheRye, adgesm
toquteBPKa rd afraraspesch he nace
atheSddid Inerdiad @natimin
Adrdiainlgl “roordicsddisms
thevaed thefuuefa theTird\rld”

TreRli oy Rpr lssseanstrae
varcstoad ysethevey Nyd hesbem
ird sxinreteingirgfa faagad
pgets “Fragnadwll m bedro-
diven It vidl bearefl edti ond theresd
guqridess adgiaitiesd N ad
N is Adit wll keanar terrs, vewl |
nt acogt umessssarycadtiadities” Te
Nyd | @rgress hed acogt ed rnuneras
o codtiasfa pgedsliketheAn
[l rged, thehydqomer sceethet
rever rdeidisad Trepartyisronssd g
theledd sshdf soed thoseaodtiadities
fraithinitsomrais

Kird aresstaedrewvil| sepcom
wth nthreeyears. Trel eeclrshi pthenvil |
ded vemarenggerdi and | eedrsvio
wil hpfd lyverkat ther fuueirterd
dffaevs(ad

treevill 2 Editorial p2

rany) tradh - Get on with it
thepraoess

intiaedinRikheravithat bring rgthe
wd ecutrytoagtatitill. ¢




$-oa

2 EDITORIAL

26 JANUARY -1 FEBRUARY 2001 NEPALI TIMES

fofol <

GET ON WITH IT

Just as well that tourism is in a deep slump. Pokhara needed to keep its
hotel rooms full, and it reaped a bonanza from the Congress
extravaganza. If foreign visitors don’t come, it seems domestic political
tourism will spring to the rescue. Despite an alcohol ban (can't trust our
rulers with the booze) which hit bar sales, hotels and restaurants did
brisk business. Drivers of Pokhara’s vintage Datsun taxis were happy not
just for the business, but also for an opportunity to editorialise on the
antics of our politicians using choice epithets (which we can't repeat
here). The country’s movers and shakers were all there in their big cars:
politicians with bulging suitcases, their businessmen pals carrying the
cheque books. The only thing we can say is that some of that cash
probably trickled down to Pokharites. (Although some hoteliers on the
lakefront are afraid bills for fooding and lodging of politicos may never be
settled—which isn’'t a surprise given the complete lack of scruples that
characterises Nepali politics today.)

The one redeeming feature about the Pokhara Convention was the
sight of delegates casting votes for party leadership. Only when political
parties practise democracy within will we begin to have true democracy in
our country’s governance. And hopefully the mechanisms put in place at
the present convention will mean that intra-party feuding of the kind that
paralysed the nation in the run up to Pokhara will not happen again. Let
them fight their internal battles internally, don't hold the country to ransom.
The obsessive infighting stole precious government energy away from
pressing problems: delivery of development services, resolving the
Maoist insurgency, financial sector reforms, the looming threat of
debilitating strikes in the hotel, transport and education sectors. Across
all government offices, there was one refrain; “After the Convention.” Let's
face it: for the past four months we've had no government, which is why
the fires of street protests burnt out of control for two days. The ruling
party blames extreme political elements and enemies of democracy for
fanning the flames, but it must bear the responsibility for bungling and
allowing its internal power struggle to take priority over everything else.

Our politicians never tire of saying that they want to turn Nepal into a

Singapore. Dream on. It would be unrealistic to
think that it would even turn anytime soon into a
Thailand, which ranks 63 in Transparency
International’s political corruption rankings.
Absence of corruption in the political culture
makes Singapore the cleanest in Asia, and it
ranks sixth internationally. Singapore’s
Trade Minister George Yeo explained why his
country was ahead: “Policies are formulated to
benefit Singapore as a whole and not particular
interest groups which finance political parties.”
The politico-business nexus that was present
in Pokhara would do well to make a mental
note of that.
The ruling party should now get down to the
job of ruling. There is a lot of catching up and
patching up to do. The rebel faction got enough
votes to show that they are a force to be reckoned
with. Party chairman and prime minister, Girija
Prasad Koirala, must, for the sake of his party and the
country, be inclusive and unite the party (even if it means sharing the
spoils) so that he can have one more go at tackling the really serious
challenges that this country faces.

WINTER IN POKHARA

Winter, as a venerable columnist pointed out in these pages last week,
does strange things to people’s minds. Where else does the urge to
huddle together with 5,000 people you don't like very much and talk about
politics come from? And overcoats. There’s this new trend to bundle up in
large penguin-like cloaks from some Scandinavian junket on democracy.
This clearly causes over-heating and as a result synapses start misfiring
wildly. You begin to think you can change the world, or at least solve all its
problems in ten days, tops. The air seems balmy (it is) and you have a
spring in your step (trampling over fleshy fellow-humans does make for
smooth sailing). God’s still in Machhapuchhre, and all's right with the
world. Pokhara in winter does something to you: the lalupates brilliantly
red against an azure sky, the blue-throated Himalayan barbets rushing in
a flash of green wings, Griffon vultures trying to keep up with the soaring
paragliders, the migrating Siberian ducks making a stopover by the lake.
And amidst it all, the Great Nepali Congress Circus in full swing.
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STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL
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destroy the country, and may
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rd cd creaddhe savios Bt it
isarmssydtia adit ol dtun

dthe veywienthell | esgtat
flyry

Ifitistobedyd oedtheany
brass nay denand sone t hi ngs
narethenahbi gbudet. It ved d
vat tad amyootrd o the
ddriasindved acogtaced
od lderd cnagehythe
govermart, andarny acti on
aAarg dviliasvwodrit
ocoperae Atedwp thiscadd
have an omnous naeni ng far
Npdis [t wll belikedd airgan
arrg@Eyintheed srids
Quiliaswll kecadt inthe
aosfire thereood deabedd ash
ap et themlitayadthe
irergatswil | ueit desrlytoht
beck. Thecaurtry virl | be sucked
irnoavdasoded eg-
inesfyimvdece Adifitlas
likethei reurgat s havet he yoper
herd, therecod dbenassi ve
tesartiasfrarbaththepd i ceand
thearry. Asthecaurtry g unges
intoavl ver, thereistheem-
presat dager o ederd

VAYVYHOVHCYE NI

by Dr KANAK BAHADUR KC

inefeereuty aepeet o
adle.

Itisdex franihi ssoeiothet
therecanberomlitaysd uiato
thswdrimgaiss Teradsd the
Mo & irergaylieinthefdl ued
sucess verd estodd iver ke ched th
caxe edcaim rapat gdt ad
carytian thewdan ngggpletveen
richadpo, trepditid sgtiond the
avl snie irfldion Jotages
uep oart, ladkd seourityad
thepdicprogti anthd roaeisin
dage TeMd & leadarshae
citdisdnthi spdicfrigrain
wthapquig rdlyirgay. Teyrae
taentheshot-at topditicd
reoogn ti onand gover rerce by
Hibradydos rgapthd
arnedimsurrection Wthsonach
girgfa themit isdoktfd
wether theMd stsareesen
ineetadinacawanse Telrid
ot o peecetd kshaverond |
ht fadd Atheled d rieaic,
tha r denarcs rargefrasargyd ry
trecodtituticd nrerdy,
cd ai gNye apegd € sreqpldic
adouhi rg“I nd aneqersi ai s,
Bt if acoranseisinthecads
theyaal dsdtlefa adateinthe
argitution adpni smat fa
arryt leschrs

Hvew, if thegathyd ar
rdestothedidt d Ndis thar
meryaddilysrug efa suvivd
artines adl atessespedlsthe
NAd gsaresuretobsoaeafaceto
beredaedvith Trerei srodout
thet thels ress-as- L8l gqrcech
canaiyledtorun Trereisro
mitayduiotothsaiss
Rrairgthe gdionwil | detroythe
oourtry, adrayutinadyost s
ar oadgty. ¢

(Dr Kanak Babadur KC usedto be
with the Royal Nepal Army and

is now running a private medical
practice,)

P SAINATH
Thank you for publishing P

Sainath’s excellent article
“Rationalism and nationalism”
(#26) which is one of the most
cogent and well-argued pieces |
have read in a long time in these
intolerant
times. And
there | saw
the reason
for all the
intolerance
and bigotry
amidst us:
the twisting
of facts,
scapegoating |
and

deliberate manipulation of media
that has sown communal discord
throughout the region. Nepal has
been a convenient scapegoat for

India, and the backlash was what we
saw in December. The street
violence in Kathmandu was just the
latest episode in this ugly saga.

Lal B Rai
Kathmandu

Iwas
reading Nepali
Times and
watching Star
News. And as
usual the
Indian channel
| had a piece on
44| smuggling from
I Nepal to India

via the “open
border”. While this is true, it is only
half true. Smuggling cuts both
ways. There is plenty of smuggling
from India to Nepal (as has been

over decades). The crooks from UP
and Bihar are not saints. The
Indian Press conveniently leave
this out. Maybe you can do a piece
on this to give this a more
balanced coverage.

S Shrestha
by email

ANIL SHAH

I am not someone who writes letters
to editors, but | was prompted to do
so after reading Anil Shah’s bold
and forthright piece on the current
state of the country “Think
nationally, act individually” (#26).
He raises an important point about
the different reaction from various
sectors of society: the
traditionalists, the

LETTERS

establishmentarians, the
revolutionaries, and the escapists.
But | think the best part of it was
his advice to us to stop reading
articles like his and start doing
something about the state of the
country.

J Thapa
Kathmandu

LESS POLITICS, PLEASE
| am a recent reader of your
impressive colourful weekly.
Nepali Times' lack of
sensationalism fills a gap in sane
journalism. The silent majority
unable to voice their thoughts
and frustrations in any forum
need a fair platform. It is most

galling to see our so-called
leaders unable, time and again,
to rise above their petty interests
and put the interests of the nation
first. As a result, we have had to
witness the terrible tragedy that
occurred recently. Even now, there
is no introspection or analysis,
and life goes on merrily for these
jokers. Please continue to voice
our concern about everyday life
and continue to devote less space
to politics, which we get ad
nauseum in other journals.
K Joshi
Kathmandu

APOCALYPTIC

| smiled when | read your editorial
(#25) claiming that it is now time
to look on the bright side of
things, see the silver lining etc.
Here we go, | thought, something

to cheer about and maybe even
throw our hats off in celebration
of.

| was sadly disappointed,
then, to note that the four or five
issues have been positively
apocalyptic: Close to the edge,
point of no return, hepatitis
scares, bankrupt banks, maobadis,
earthquakes, fire-unpreparedness,
edifice complexes... Thank you
for making me feel like a
pustulous Job.

| am not Nepali, but | have no
doubt my friends in Nepal feel
even worse. What next, NT, the
black death? That said, it's still
good to read you. Keep the paper
flying, but please, keep your shirts
(and hats) on.

Masha Shlyakhova
by email

VYAYVHOVYHCYE NIN
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HEMLATA RAI

heh gayd rad olrceccest -
inginNye isd s ylinkad
wththesrug efa
doracy. Trepresat state
oved Rd oNyd statedlifeas
Cenacracy Nepal Redi owneni t
s est all i shed i n Noverher
190wththesd ea nof
dtanmdmoray. Its
broadcast svereaporerful
synd o thefresdomdf the
pessadtrerigt tofree
eqress minthefigt far
denacrecy ae et thecartury-
ddRradigrdy.
HstaytokaUtunlast
veek wenthe Nini stry of
I nf ornat i on and Gonmoni cati on
(MQ, headedby ajourrdist-
turned-pd i ti d anwohed ace
srukal oM a afreepress,
issdad redtivelarig
i ndependert neve and current
dfarspoyams nAvtad g
becase ssaNhisrydfidd pi
it,itthougt it vesoatrikuting
to“udermin ngreti odl i s,
The MO Cedi ct nowal | ove
Rvktati ons anl y t o brcedcast
irfarnati ondta nedthrough
‘dfidd’ sarosadtramsnt
raerid dianedfravstae
breedtesters. Tred redived so
lints the nunter of nenfbers on
AVetati onboardstothreea
nast, one of vinomshoul d be
frartheNIn stry. Berd
negti ngswWihout the resace o

Licence holders (kind)

Radio Nepal (state)

Radio Sagarmatha (public)
Kantipur FM (commercial)
Image Channel (commercial)

Kathmandu Metropolitan City (public)

HBC(commercial)

Hits FM (commercial)
Lumbini (cooperative)
Madanpokhara VDC (public)
Creative Eyes (commercial)
Koshi FM (commercial)
Birat FM (commercial)

Pokhara Multipurpose (cooperative)
Annapurana FM (commercial)

COMMUNICATION CORNER

FM as the bogeyman

The government ban on news on FM radio is seeing a
backlash led by a parliamentary committee.

theMdCregresatdiveis

dloed Qher d asesnancHethat
broedcast naterid produced by

indvide Rvstaiosbesumtted
totheMn stryfar permss anseven
s aethed aredbroedest. 1t
gosswthout savi gthet theNini stry

resavestherigt tostqpit frarga g

aar.
Ater recavingtheNOC
drada, soed theAvetaias

prayames, Wileahersdffiedthe
benad cotinuedthe r regd ar neve
itesth sveek The goverment hes
sofa it takenary ati na st
thsewid vei goreditsd rettive
addfiddsaetigt-li gedant
thevid edfar. Bt thereaesgs
thet officd domwll atemt touse
gover et ned atod scourage AV
staiasfronrum ngres

for oy ames.

tenrdedthar curat dfdrs “THsismt cesaship Tre

Area Frequency (MHz)  Transmitter (watt)
Kathmandu Valley 100 1000
Kathmandu Valley 102.4 100

Kathmandu Valley 96.1 500

Kathmandu Valley 97.9 500

Kathmandu Valley 106.7 100

Kathamndu Valley 94 500

Kathmandu Valley 91.2 500

Rupendehi District 96.8 200

Palpa District 106.9 100

Hetauda 92.9 250

Biratnagar 94.3 500

Morang District 96.8 200

Pokhara Valley Not decided 100

Pokhara Valley Not decided 500

govermert’ scacernisaly
about naki ngthe ned anare
aocooutdd e B dss, roderein
thever! ddoes Avirad 0
broeccast neve od | ectedthrough
thar omsources,” saysSi Rm
Rud , Scretary o theNOG
prdirgtredfidd ed ae
tim

[ noependent nedi a
adydts usUrpisrgy,
nat by the govermernt’ s

ned acomontyisd so
aiticd d treroe TeRxis
besad Rpporters SisFaties
(Reporters Wthout Borders—
RS vesthefirg interraiad
irgituiantogped thegoan
nart to"“goback’ anitsded sian
to"lint pressfreadarty
dgrivirgtheNgpd i popd i ondf
i noependart neve”.
Inanineractionproyame
| st week i n Kat hnandu t het
i ncl uded ned gpersors, hunan
rigtsativigsadl e
patitiaes, thegoermant
caneude firefor anove
remni soat of nachen sns used by

.-"-FF-- |

agret. Treinerdiod *-;%

the Frdreyat adhni strati ntogeg
thepress. Mnter o the Niti ord
Hinan R ght s Gnmissi on K |
Srestha sadthet thedsd s nves
“athoitaivergtdga” “Tre
govermert i scodtinga
systeticatakmthepress. This
nveispat of anatent to
mzd ed Vil scdeyesavde”
hanrigtsativig Kisrma
Ried sad
Athoughthe 2 January MOC
Ceci si oneonveyed tothe
coutry s 1L Rvktati ans i nabeck-
detedletter on 16 Januery-cane
asasutnnoe arakimgdfiad
d theNnstrysad oncodtion
o anonynity, thet the govermarnt
hed been“fed i g nched” by the
ooeaetheesaiasveregVvirg
tovari osreti 0" | ssesadthe
Ninster o Ifornati onand
@nnoni cat i on Jaya Prakash
Rrasad Gt a hed been
coterpl ai ngthe crackdomfar
saetine Itislearnt the Gpa
hred f taktheinitiaivetopsh
thebenthraughintheveke o the
26- 27 Deoenher rict s, during
wi chsone Avstati osveresad
tohaehd gteedtes ashy
brcectasti mj i ngd i creoorts
about thecoments d | eged y nade
byanlnd enactar ot Ny .
Mst ad ystsseeGtd s
rigteasind getinasanatemt

togmsoﬂhsomfaxmsd e

hairgpdidy -

ad ay fromtheactar ad
aroud rgakenanhisfilmstil |
swchtineasthe“gd ayy’ vies
rack Thisisma trefirg tine
Gt ahes nade nai ses about
renngthei ndgpencrt nedia In
Agust 2000 Gpraatenptedto
bringdergsstoaregd aion
governngprin nad a bu ves
faoadtowthdraneter the
perlianartary comtteerg ected
theproposd . The prgposed
anendnent, v chwoul d have
[rivete e srenent ha r
reg sraimamadly, caminfa
depaitidsnfrard nost
eayae

Thecotroversid Avinews ben
viés possi [ ebecalsethemn ster
faudal agpd einthe
kroedcasti myli caoeg vento
gaias Trelicared sdlos
“neg’ broedcast s, adAvetai as
hed beend rcumerti ngthed ase
bycdlimgthar irfaraian
brcedcast s ayt hi ng but neve. Ad
util last veek theathoities
hedt dreanthirgaoat it.
Smeagethd theledityd the
dasegdrd resisitdf
qesticedessit catrad dsthe
B oadast At adthe B cedcast
Regu ai on, vii ch denand t het
reve be produced “fai rly and
imetidly’, bt doesmat
spd ficd ly benreve. The2

HERE AND THERE

B tvesKpingwosadit best, asever. “Sh pne sonenneres esst of

by DANIEL LAK

Sez, werethebest isliketheverst, weretherean't noten

commandhents andanancanraiseathirst. Githeroadto
N ay, weretheflyimgfishespay....etcetc.” Nbody ever
uderstodeqeriaelifebeter thanthe

author of thoseverds. Henay be out of
fash ontadyfar dl sartsd inag nedsirs, but
Kdingvesawite’ switer. Adhsirsigts

dill gad

Thsdl caeabout as| vesdiving
bet ween Pat an and Kanal adi on one of ny
frequent forays across Kathnandu | ves sitting
a thetrafficligt onthekathnandusidedf the
Bgnati Bridge, nndi ng ny omn busi ness,
hunmngalittletune. No, not the Riadto
NicH ay, thet caelaer. Al & oceabicyde
hutledby onthel eft side crossedinfrat ad
certedthroghtheintersecti onaga st thered
ligt. “Dwa dseisrew” | her yousnot,
oettingreadytoturnthepege Bi vat.
Oboardthe bi kevas one of ny sort, a
forei gner of deci ded y pdl e conpl exi on, and nat
atarist e@ther. Ta startedneth nki ngaoout
wyvefdkleavecoatdd elivesd red o
prospect i ve a f| uence back hone and heed f o

thesehills. Thecynicd neimed adythougt of Kping Hs
witings about India, andwet usedtobecdled Brma, aredften

White man's burden

Z3

I’'ve been to some gatherings lately where the talk among foreigners was pretty
discouraging. You’d think that these people were actually affected by the things they
were complaining about—bandhs, shortages, the WAY THEY DRIVE!!!

youpesse Adro I'mat @lond ButonTuiton-Sythel aheringon
aout settingenexampi efar theretives. It'sjust canansase Yai rea
&t here drit sed thed ververea gt intheadtrays.

et thet urgetospurnthe comandnent's, o wWetever youcd | the
restrictiasfraorbeckhone, ispoverfu . | soneti nes succubrgsd f, but
alywendivirg $I koM’ nbe rgever-sodigtlyhypooriticd by
dtaddingthel kerider. Hevesjust thecatd yst. |’ nreed ngakbodk now
thet nakesnesick at thebokitsd f but thepratagn ts. It’ saut
eqd lifeintheGimd ancad td, RrorRerh, spedificd lyaargpd
fad gnre e-dove | sviospadtha r daysteadhi gy i shandthar
rigtsintrahds ajojingtvodd lar sesssasvithpragtitues. Tar
ondsmadute dsegrdfa Grod aaditspeqd eispd ped e therks
totheatho’ somd syt far lisfdlomfard gersinArorRrh B ve
ot alagvaytogoinNyd befarethesi zedd eeqat comonity here
satstoirgirethd sat o reddsiay it prded yrever will. Bi I’ velen
tosmegatheringslatd ywerethetd kanngfard gersves pretty
dscaragng You dthirkthe thesepegd evereat d |y dfectedbythe
thi ngs they vere conpl ai ni ng about—andhs, shortages, the VA THEY
R\E!! L&’ shehorest. Bogt far thedriving vehaverTt oot thet noch
tocoganaot. Infat, I nga ngtostaprigt now It seagtora sea

thre”,

pllaiedby msgui dedtypesasraci st o inperid -
ist. Bt thet’ sigurace

tdking Kdingkreati ssugect natter, adit
vastheBit arocedthat hewateaoout best, the
sort wocanetothetroa csbecase“therean't
no ten conmandnent s and anan cou drai sea

RedtoMndd ayisaoout aBitishsdder
bemeni nghisla beckinBigtyater alagtor
“where t he dawn cones up | ke thunder auta
Gine ‘crossthebay’. | knombet he son
about. | spent tvoseparate but equd |y dreary
yearsinbetveenfare gnposti ngs, | earn ngthet
“oceyad ve'eardtheeast acdlin, youvert
ever ‘eedagt dse’. Bt naretothepoint are
the absence of those ten commandnents, or a
| east thet percepti onby sone of those o seek
posti ngsi npoorer, viernar, narei nterestingl ak.
Trenanonthebike, adheknovs woleis, ishere
becased thet adheé st dae Mt thet leésa

ged sime byigaingtheredligt, it he shredi rgthecard rd rue—
nycardrd ru e-ef eqet behavior. asyouved ddoat hone, nat as

thirst, andthen| get tenptedtod sobey those Ten Grmanchert s. (xay
then perhepsj st asmall ae-erefar therced ¢
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Jneydretiveligsakjets

rel aedtocomoni ty devel gonert
asaestherad ssood dfaosthar
broaccastson, hut | eaves ot
pditicsadadvil rigts “Itisan
udenacraicadilled noe”
says SnhuNthBigkurd , newy
detedpres dat of theNgd Bx
Asudim

Sone | ndependent ned a
adyssinepd thedi s masa
renphesei ngovermarnt cortrd o
thenad a vhi chthey sy startedin
fa vestenNgd , weretad rgin
adsribuimgpoMas
nevepeper's o eventhosewthnevs
onthe Moi st novenert isnat
dloedbypdicederee Gprahes
bencriticd dnat thecoerae
rrivaenad ahave g venthe Ma st
irsurgey adhesrgeeted y
supested sone ki dof ned a
aatrd, saimgthet woesread
o R mtesi reurgay.

Tregoverman dedi S ani s
likd ytodrancritia smnthe
yooomig perl i anartary sessi in
too. Theperlianent’ s Geve gonart
@nmat t ee sunmoned gover nnent
dfiddsnBJlnaytoeqdan
theraiad ebenirdthedsd s n
Uconvi noedby thedfia d
e adio the@mntteehes
dretedthegoermant toreierse
theMOCcecision Rghdyi Rat,
afaner jarrd i st adnenher o
the@mitteg tddusthet the
@mitteew!| “takeadtiat
ap et oeerment if the
gover ment does ot conply
imad ady.

“| suspect aggpbetventhe
govermat’ sintetinadthe
lageeit hesusadinthe
dredive” sasahgefu Grel
Graga nof Gnmoni cati on
Q@rrer, ani ndepandent producer o
arrat dfarsrad oragpd resfa
Avred ostatiasautsi cethe

\dley. “Bi if thegoerman redly
nears\Vie it says, thet will dsturb
thevid edenacrati sati onfracess.
Rrd comontieswthaccessto
Avstatiosrdynthenfar
ifarian”

Nyd becaethefirst cortry
inSuhAsiatod | ovcomonity
red ostaionsinl997 wenRd o
Sgarnathavet anarin
Kahrardu 1t d soadoptedaliberd
pdioyregerd rgprivete
breedcesters. Treestdd i smant o
Avred ui on sedrad opradti on
nrrsadthreliseinghdatsd the
NI ppuaion Thereare
pesatlysxRAvitaiasinthe
kat hnandu\Al | ey adancther five
oratiod atsicethe\dley. o
ahes, RideraMiti purpose @
qoerati ves and Argaurnra Aviere
gatallicaosasremtlyas9
Jaeryth syear. Mentile o 5
gricaiasaepad mviththe
Ma C

Locd |y raregedrad ostati as
dfeedandterreti venad unto
rurd comon ties, wi chhave

limtedaccesstoprint ned aand
aelagdynejededlythestae
rinRd oNpdl , vioserdeasa
pdicsarvicerdi ad
br cedcast | ng apperat us ves
dteadinl®l Fdlovnga
govermant provisiond ctating
thet thelrcedcaster earnits
rumi ngocsts fraredverti s ng
itsfocus chaged fromapud i c
broedcaster toonethat isnare
eterta men besed

“The AViradi os have hel ped
empover thepead e, they have
rod dedend terreti verears
ifamati madfaurfa pdic
Heesmaraed i ssus,” sad
Vneyakesg oo, aproater of
conmoni ty- besed nass
comnoni cati on. “The
udkenacrai c nove of the
govermart agai nst the AVirad os
shovsthet thegovermant is
saeld thedficayd privae
red oi ni nfarmngpagd ei nvays
culd toydift tharddsar
ek rged liti esaout reti ad
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Chintan convalescing

Well-known human rights activist and lawyer Gopal Siwakoti “Chintan”, attacked by un-
known assailants on the night of 17 January, says the police has made no attempt to nab
assailants even a week after the incident. “This silence is alarming,” says Chintan, now
recovering after emergency treatment. “They've not even come to get a first-hand account
from me, even though | filed a formal complaint with the Anamnagar police office on 18
January.”

The National Human Rights Commission too is appalled by the neglect. “We're
concerned about the inaction,” says Kapil Shrestha, member of the NHRC. “We'll follow this
incident to its logical conclusion.”

In what appears to be a well-planned attack, a woman called Chintan at home on the
day he was attacked asking him to step out on the street to collect a packet she was
delivering for his son. He did accordingly and was on his way back after waiting 15 minutes
for the caller to show up when he was attacked. He escaped with a broken knee and nose
and a wound on the head. Two passers-by, who are reported to have seen three people
fleeing the scene of crime, helped him get home after the attack.

Doctors at Kathmandu Model Hospital reported the incident to the police as soon as the
injured Chintan was taken there but the police did not come to the hospital to draw up a first
information report (FIR). Instead they are reported to have told doctors to continue with the
treatment and that the FIR could be filed the next day. “I've no idea who may have attacked
me,” says Siwakoti. “l may have made many enemies by looking into cases as | do from
Arun-Ill to the Lauda lease,” he adds.

Besides being among the handful of activists responsible for the World Bank withdrawal
from the controversial Arun-Ill project in 1995, Chintan is one of the few human rights
activists who has consistently raised a voice against police excesses in the course of
suppressing the Maoist movement. For his pains, he was arrested by the police two years
ago and kept in custody for 11 days.

More work disruption

New Year's was a strike and so was the day after. Now there is the threat of more

disruption, the only consolation is that this time there’ll be chakka jams affecting the

movement of vehicles and not full-scale bandhs. The chakka jams would begin 26 January,

if the government fails to fulfil the 13-point demand put forth by the Federation of Nepalese

Transport Entrepreneurs (FNTE). Here’s a schedule of the FNTE's protest programme: A

protest rally on 26 January, another protest rally “with vehicles” on 2 February, an hour-long

chakka jam in Kathmandu Valley at 9 am on 7 February and another two-hour chakka-jam in

the Valley from 3-5 pm on 11 February. If the demands are still not met, Phase Four of the

protests will begin, FNTE says. This one would involve a day-long Valley-wide chakka jam

on 16 February, a similar protest west of the Narayani River on 26 February and another

one east of the Narayani, in Chitwan on 5 March. The following are the FNTE's demands:
® Take back the government’s decision to ban 20-year-old vehicles

Guarantee purity of petroleum products based on international standards

Stop foreign vehicles from commercial operations in Nepal

Stop running ‘fake’ Sajha buses (hired from private operators and run as Sajha)

Release impounded vehicles and drivers by taking their insurance policies as guarantee

Stop punching holes in driver licences (there’s one for each major violation)

End irregularities in vehicle inspection

Stop import of new vehicles

Introduce competition in petroleum product imports

Stop sale of kerosene at the petrol pumps

Stop import of fake vehicle parts and lubricants

Provide industry-like facilities to transport entrepreneurs, and

Simplify double-triple taxation on motor vehicles

Makings of an epidemic

Nepal has begun to show signs of the being gripped by a major HIV/AIDS epidemic, says the
National AIDS and STD Control Centre. Though the number of Nepal's HIV/AIDS infected
remains “low” (1,807) it could be much higher given the poor testing facilities.

The recent numbers are based on tests of 182,180 blood samples. Among the HIV
positive, the majority (1,063) of men were clients of sex workers, and of 536 positive among
women, 384 were sex workers. The remaining 110 women were homemakers, who
contacted the virus from their male partners. Besides, another 196 with the infection were
intravenous drug users, infected by sharing needles. Another three got the virus through
blood transfusion.

Most of those with HIV/AIDS are in the 20-29 age group. Also among the HIV positives
are 19 children, 11 boys and 8 girls, victims of transmission from their parents. The Centre
warns that although only 142 people are known to have succumbed to HIV/AIDS so far in
Nepal, there is every possibility that the problem could be worse since there is no way of
knowing how far the infection has penetrated the hinterland.
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EXCLUSIVE LEATHER
BOUTIQUE
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Designer made Suede and Nappa Leather Garments & Bags

With experience we understand that leather is a “Transformist” Par
excellence, and our garments are the perfect example of how the creative
talent of our workers transforms and coaxes leather in to a beautiful piece

of art. We also provide custom tailoring.

Visit Us For Quality, Durability & Total Satisfaction

Ziﬂe 2045
(Behind Bluebird Supermarket)

Hotel Radisson Road, Lazimpat.
PO Box: 2492, Kathmandu, Nepal, Phone: 428497
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COMMENT by HARKA GURUNG
het her Mchhapuchhre
w (6991 shoul d be
oenedfar

naunt ai neeri ng exped tions or
nat hes beendebeted. Thi s
beatifu noutan thet rises
about 24 kmdue nort h of
Rokher aand of t en depi cted
refl ectingonthe Pheval ake, hes
becone a synd of t he st upen+
dous scerery that Nepdl hesto
dfer. Res, pnes, ad
paagahesfindimspraioin
thissoaringpyramd Ny i s and
visitasdikeaeae struck by
itsreture-sod pedp med ed
rock adicethat domretesthe
Aapurnarange. Wiat i s nost
inressveisthe theterranrises
framasub-trop cd Rkhera, wth
itsbereraad bougai nvi | | eadd
A natres dovesealevd , to
reerly 7,000netresd | wthina
hori zotd d stacethet vl d
takedmnuiestodiwveif there
vere ahi ghvay.

Alagepat d thedda e
verethe vi ens expressed by sone
Riteraresidatstoanres
agency. Smesadthet clinhing
on Mxchhapuchhr e shoul d not be
dloredbecaseit i sbeatifu
add sobecaseit hesrdig as
sgificave Qhasfdt the
futhe stud esshad dbecaried
at, adstill ahershdieedthe
opnond peod einnearby
vill ages shau dbetakenbefare
deci dng, wether or nat togpen
thenouta n

Let’ stakethese questi s ae
by oe. Baningdinbingoly
becasethenauta ni s beati fu
hesrmoraiod e Treprettiness
o aherwsed thenoutan
canat determnewet her it
shoddbedinedor nat. If thet
verethe case, Ana Dol am
vauddsoqa ifyfa aben ad
sowoul d Funari and ot her
beautifu pesks. And howdoyou
qurtifysonath ngas sug ective
asbeatifu anwey?| st Brerest
beatifu asvel |, and howabout
Argurall, o Dedagri?

Itistheheigt adthebeaty
o anwrtanthe atracts
nouta ners. Just | ok e the
gdigics o theBeqpdtias
that vent tothe Khuntureg on
in1998 10attenpted
Soarmatha(for hegt) wile3l
tried Ava B an(for beaty).
Inthe Aps, Miterhornonthe

Motepdtre smch gt ayghedprarat frarthesathfrarthe Ridera\d l ey..

TADAO NOMURA

Ndtepdtrefrartresathvest, wththed indt “fishtal” thet g vesthetwnpesksitsree

Banning climbing only because the mountain is
beautiful has no rationale. The prettiness or
otherwise of the mountain cannot determine
whether it should be climbed or not.

Svss-ltdianborder isoed the
nast beati fu pesks. It vesfirst
clinbedin18h, hu therwshto
dinbit hesnat d nni shedad
thevillaged Zermatt bel onit
has becone one of t he nost
fanstarist resatsin
Svtzerlad Gventhet
Mchhapuchhrei stwee as hi gh
sMitehon itsatragionfar
touri sm s enornaus.

The second ar gunent
cocerrsthenautansrdigos
sigificace Weanloka
exanpl es € sevhere. Mchhu
RochuinPRruistoday avery
imortat tari st sitebecased
itsrdigassgificate
Smlaly, ;nZ7 Agst every
year, Munt Fyi isdinbedhby
hordes o Japaresed dl afs,
prayingadenoyingthetrekto
thetqp InNgd itsdf thereare
nany aher nountainsthat are
actud ly cosi deredhd y but
wicharegoenfar clinbingad
sone of themeven have the
nenes of gods and goddesses:

Guri Shankar, Anapurna,
Baudha H nal , Ginesh Hnal .
Oitheqestiond futher
study, since Argpurnaves
cogeredDyearsap, therehae
beenwd umnos stud esanthi s
nouta nrange. The Argpurna
Q@rsarvainAeaRg et heshbeen
therefa thel st Myersadit hes
enoughcdtaontouri smerdthe
eniramat o theaea
Trefourthargent cd Isfar
sekingtheqinond inedtats
wolivea thebesed
Mchhapuchive. Thetruthis
thet of | the 151 pesks opened
inNgd till now theganond
thevillagerslivirga ther bese
hes never befarebeena
consi deration Wiy this sudden
ineest inwe thelccd sare
likdytosay?Rither, sine
Mcchapuchhr e was open for
dinbingtill 196 adthen
closed, it beconesimportart to
exanne wy t he peak becane
df-limtstodinersdte the.
It hednothingtodowth

sauritya thelakd it. The
ressong vensofar adonethat
hesbeeninterrd i sedby a
gEdind NHis, isthe ths
peekhesged rdigas
sigificacefor the Grugwo
livebd onit. Thet
Mchhapuchirei s sacredtothe
Grugsisnothingnorethana
mth adit isessytospecd ae
thet it hadsonethingtodowth
@ JOVRerts, aBitish
Grkhadficer woledbaththe
recomd ssance (1956) and
exped tion (197) teanstothe
nountai n. The cl i nioi ng t eamhed
torered just Hmetresshort o
the sunmt dueto heavy sroid | .
Riertswitesinhisprefaceto
theacoout o theequed tion
CimingtheFAshisTal by

W1 fred Noyce (London 1958):
“Bverybody seened to be
clinbingnounta nsinNepal and
| flewat oncetokathnanduina
fevr o axieylest soe
trespesser hedd ready hedthe
efraterytoask permssi onto
attenpt Mchhapucchre.” He
conti nues: “So Mchhapuchhre
becanefor nethei ced

nouta n, apersond possessi on
yet ait o thisverld
uwetta red ebut mrebyillagjc
rigt, brood ngover acountry
adapeod e chwll shepethe
res o glife”

It vou dseemmeturd thet
Roberts shou dw shthet noone
shoul d succeed onanourta nhe
hed begunto bel i eve vas hi s on
adwi chhehedfaledto
conuer. Inthe 1980s, @I
Roberts happenedtobe Mlitary
Atachea theBitishEessyin
Kathnanduandit isnat difficut
toinag rethet hi ssatinetd
alvicetothe Forei gnNInistry
(thet hard edeqed tias)
regard ng Mchhapuchire' s
sadtityirfl uecedthefaed the
nounta n

In1993, | vas chai rnan of
the conmnt t ee f or ned t 0 suggest

suitad eNyd i nenes faor pesks

Trepeek franthenotheest srovngthef| dedsumit ri pardthe

H ghri dpooredti gt hepesktoArgaurral 1.

Trei mosi gracky oerharg o thenorthvest faced Mchhgpudhtretaen
framtheai r by Japanese phat agrgoher, KoichiroGnari. Rokhera

val | ey b oni sudkr adl aket o fog

wthfare gnranes. | visitedthe
Md ares, negtimgvillagersto
odledt requireddaa Last Mrch
| vesa Sadubhat springs of
Mchhapuchirevi | | age
devel opnent conmntteeitsdf.
Qe ther occasionvas | dd eto
learnd | ocd nenasfar any snow
pesk. |, hovever, d dd scover
sonecu turad minuti aethet nay
bed ineet toreadas

*Thepead el i vingaraund
Mchhapuchhre do nat have a
gedficremfait, bt cdl dl the
pesks ' King , wi chnears soni n
theGruyglagee Smeethe
peek cossat i rfl ueroethair lives
dretly, it dssmat hd day
imatacefa them Therefare,
Mchhapuchtre does nat hd d any
rdigassgificame

*Hr thepaetiond thar
shempad s, thenautan
ped epafanpjaa sitesday
theratetoh chpestures dring
the sessord mgrai oninspring
andautum Theyd soreverethe
nearby rackfaces as hywr-l a(a
lod dHty).

Trealyrdigassited ay
the Md is Tononontheway to
i nthe Anapurna Sanct uary
(Bavthd ). Thousands of trekkers
adscoesd dinerstrespess
theactud vereratedsite Wyis
itthet ardigasste i,
cnkevisitedlyfae ges, b a
stewthot ayrdigas
sigificace Mchhepuchre,
carat?If thereisdfidd covan

for the sacredness o Grung
rdigasdess, thelajcd sep
topratect thenfromoesecration
vou dbetobeg na the
ArguraSactuaryitsdf.

9 nce Mchhapuchhre
doesnat hd dayrdigos
i nportance for the Girung
conmoni ty, thereisnoreasonto
dder it frondining Infad,
the nount ai n shoul d be nade
genadpermss anfar first
atenpt shou dbegratedtothe
teamthat comntsthelargest
doretiontothelnterrai od
Munt ai n Miseumi n Pokhar a,
throughahi dd ng pr ocess.
Mchhapuchtrei s avirg n pesk,
adif it isoeedtherewl| be
nary eqed tiastodinit. In
1998, 3lexped tions caneto
clinb Ana Dabal amand t hey
padarodtyd $62 00
Mchhepuchirewl | atract ala
nare exped ti s, generati ng
nare revenue and creeti ng
enpl oynent opportuni ties. The
peak i s nat the nonopd y of
ind vidd s of Rokhera Bzar wth
ther satinatd ep
Mchhapuchire nost be uti | i sed
fa theberdit of pedeliving
aandit. ¢

(Dr Harka Gurung is a noted
geographer and a former tourism
minister. He was associated with
two international expeditions to
Ewverest, an unsuccessful one in
1971 and a successful one in 1988.)
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ASHUTOSH TIWARI
IN DHANGADHI

ixnathsater suosssfuly
s farci ngthe goverment to

freethemfrarthevidos
oded inetuedsanvitudg ex
kanai yas (f orner Thar u bonded
aialtud ldores) investen
Nepdl have nade hi stary aggi n.
Acardmngtoddaavalddeas o
24 Janary, framtheearly
norni ng hours of Thursday, 18
January, 2001, about 3000 ex-
Kanai yafemliesinkaldi ad
Kacharpur d strictsstatedto
nove peecefu |y frombl d fferent
nakeshi ft canpsintovarious
undesi gnet ed churnks of
gover ment - owned | and.

Wledirgsa cotrayto

whet gppeared i n sone Ket hnandu-
oatric' retiad’ revggE's, the
ex-kanai yesverecarefu nat to
ecreechymfaest lad nat to
chopdomtressandnat tohuld
thar sdtersonprivetd y omed ar
ahaviseootetedprgeties.
Tisistoreat bythefat thet
evendter fivedays noaehedben
areted adrathe hedthel acd
aohn strati i ssuedary stat enart
gy rgtha r edi s, Bogtt far
ind datsheeadthered thefew
agyvillagrswovatedtod ther

keen t he gpen speces genfar
gad gpurpss a aege
oconrityfaests thepldic,
thevid e hesbeenquite

Civil Disobedience in the west

This is the first time that free, poor, indigenous yet landless
people have issued a frontal challenge to the government.

syyotived thefarnar kanai yes
aias

Atad o dnost 1,50k ges
vies oooya ed, efter vhi chthe
honal ess farnar - kanai yas perod | ed
at 10katthes (arourds xadhdl f
roeen s) of |adunde the
s ond thar dsige e
leedrsaagdl ther famlies
far 19 gpen speces have beent aken
os inkaldi adkachamqur. In
Bldovd Bliyavillae
devel oonert comntteeincertrd
Kaldi, yptoS0famliesnoedin
fromvari ous camps-€l eari ng
drus, dvid gupthel ad
hu | d gshecs adevenass g g
renastoredy energ rgbesti s,

Agady, thsistrefirg tine
inNpd’shisaythe thosads o
freg poor, ird geos et | ad ess
ped e possessi rgrosk | saher
thenagiadtud, haei sseda
fratd ddleatetothe
gvermert. Their dd | egeves
thet thegoverment shad dether
hd pthersattl epernanatlyin
theserey cooup edaress a son
somhemierel adisaaldd e

Bther vay, theexkanai yas
vart thegoermart tofufill its
ompramsetospead |y
refed itatethem Theressmn
behi rdthedrasti c stepvest het

alydte eacthfreefamlyows 10
kat t hes can concer ned NG3,
ING3, adahe hilaed ad
mitiladed apdesnweinto
asid thegoermart in
rehedlitairgtheexkena yasvith
[rogames sichas nuritian,
crstrution hedtheare edcaian
4 |1-dad gart andi noone
gredion Therevad dero
purposetoaati netohd d
rerdilitai nprayamesfa ec
kerd yes i | etheyverelivirgas
irnterd refugpssi naapaedsecesin
ther omaoesrd lad
Banrgtheressmfa the
dasticrow, YeyaRj Ceudery,
theBEadtivi &t wohd ped sperk
df therovenart tofreckara yes| ast
My, sa5 “Mahe ressretatics
sEadtovork Wsat alete to
theRineNin ster todenard| ad
VE | obbi ed our WS, Ve sought
hd pfranthepress. Wargan sedsit-
irsinthedficesd thel ad Datrid
Cevel gonent Gnantteeandthe
Cig Dgria Oficar. Wemn
H adedtraffi conthe Bt -\t
Howveyfa ady. Nowthet veae
kredd gt hel anby cooypyi ng
gover mert-owed | and, naybe
scmathi rgwill | hggon™
Ativigsdsoagethe vith
enchreticd pddesd itsom

thegoermant ved dntt red ly
bt her et [ odd rgi rtothei ssed
thefarner borosd | doourers nost o
wonveredivenat o ther
ladadsestadeslat Uy, “W
ted ddtostat coopyirg
ogovermart-oved| adas anadt o
e avil dsded ete” sl
Bredr Caudery, Res dat o
Backverd Qi ety Elcati on (B
woi s d soa 1994 Reeook
Interaiod HanRgtsAerd
Whrer, “Trefirgt gesed ar
novenart ves aoout achi evig
ucod ti o fresconfrarogt
bocke Thet, veacooli shed Al
vearedd rgroni srakd nyit eed e
fa thegoermant tocoetoa
cd s n Bther sosthepramssd
| andtotheex-kaa yes @ hd pthem
stleprraatlyintheseaooyi ed
qms”

“Tregoermat sadthet it
valdgvews|adbysan” atb
Rj DoCedary, anex kenaiya
wol eedsthekerd yaSrug e
@mittee “Thet d dnat hgaen
Thenveveretd dthat veved dget
|adby Mgh [md-Januery]. Thet
ddna hggpene ther. Noathet ve
heve noved t ot he gpen spece near
Mrdherari ver [ far frarthetom
o Drenged | and heve nessured aur
daesd Dkatheseech veaed

VY VLVINIH

Kaai yas & anakestift capinkaldi.

gi rgtonetoaydhe dace

V¥ have d vays done nat hi ng but
famg adveaeax astosart
farmngonar omladfar aur
omfamlies.” ¢

(Asbutosh Tiwari is affiliated with
Katbmandw’s Martin Chautari and
is presently assisting activists
leading the kamaiya movement.)

COMMENT

ou shou d| earn as nany
ymngag&smyou(m There

isrobetter icebresker then
speski ngtopegd einthenndd e
of nodereinthe r om nat her
tongue. il eteachingFrenchin
Kat hnandu i nthe early 1980s, |
nost say | didnat pay nach
dtetiontoteach gmsd f
Npdi. Aterdl, | reesoned, there
verega ngtobevery few
grotuitiesdte | 1 eft Nyd to
sy “kestochhatge la”, adsol
concertra edi nst ead on naki ng
Nepdl i s truy Francophore. Don' t
knowhowvel | | succeededin
thet, o if theFrenchvas ay use
for ny Nyl | studertsinther
later lives. Fromka hnandy, |
vent ontobeconeajourrdist,
aissaos mgthevarld s
hatspats, adolythend dl
red i sehomsefu thi slaqguege
fromthe Hnal ayawou d be to
neinsonedf thenast ulikdy
faes

Tenyearslaer, | foudnysd f
besedinDd hi coveringthe Suth
Aianreg onfar aRretch
revepeper. Brerywerel turned
inlda | veddruninoa
N i. Sred them like
securitygerdsa eness esad
vatersinrestaratsved dbe

norese refupess gedt
Grkesdde.

You should learn as many languages
as you can. There is no better ice-
breaker than speaking to people in
the middle of nowhere in their own

mother tongue.

pretty dovi ously Npel i because
o thar Mngd didfestures. It
vias agood gpportunity to brush
wponnyrusty Npal i kura, and|
veu dsudden y springthei r
nat her t ongue on t hemby sayi ng
sogthinglike“nald eua
kukurakotarkari, pirohd ekd'.
They voul dfirst be shocked, then
theyvod dsml ebrced y, and
gveneexeml aryservice S, |
found there vere nany Ny i s
just dat everywereinind g ad
itvesalybecasetheyddit hae
Mrgd d dfeaturesthet | hed never
ndicedthem QinBatd ae
thereaeddnones, prtersin
Grhd , fadayverkersinthe
imdstrid tomd GhlaonBEh’'s
atgdrts ada aepdnt een
Npdi sddersintheldanAmy
figtirginSi latd sHfra
penirsd a Youcanroamrunirntoa
Npdi andl rigsinAtd a a
nani curi st inNmesata, aguard
onafl catingcasi noinNcay,
NpdisinKrgizstantranng
farnerstheretogomegtad es.
There have beennosi ghti ngs yet
mAtadica

Bt thered prddeminind a
vesthat ssmyHnd started
beconnng as good (bed??) as ny
Nypd i, andthetvol anguages
suddenl y nergedintoone

anather, nakingny attents to
spesk e ther of thenpretty
uindlighetovwee | ves
tryingtotdkta “Apkegarru
hunchha” woul d t unil e out of
ny tonguebefare | cou dcorrect
ryed f.

Wi | e coveri ngthe Svi et
wthdrave fromAghenistanl
hedtogotokad andranintoa
Briti shspook vino vas aforner
Grkhadficer. Seskinga
conmon | anguage ot her than
Bgisha Fenchgdt ne
admssionintotheoreadoly
pbinkaod a thet tineinthe
BitishEessy. Bthd usfound
thefact that vevere boozi ng
avay inkabu and cracki ng j okes
inGrkdi higlysured.

Ate bd ngre-ded oyedto

Eirope by ny paper, | hadtogo
to Kosovot o cover the peace

agreenent i n 1999 bet veen
NATOand t he Serbs. The press
copsvesa lovedtocrossthe
border just afewkd | ongtres

i nsi de Meedoniaonthercadto
Rigira Adtheretheyvere
narchingd ongthercedbei ndthe
Bitishtalks, lcdd goap edy
edicwththar short stacky
frams, dit gesadhich
checkbones-the umist akabl e
sgt o aGrkasdd e inatin

Treyl okedsmart inther beret's
andcanufl ageuni farng,
thoraglyprafessiod, adedwckd
goodtranng Moy o themvere
e rgusedi nde-min g et i as,
and ve hear d sone nornor' s t hat
the Grkhes vere ba ng used far
thered lydagrraspat o the
oeraion Q@eGrkhasdder ad
Hsdfioa verekill edvtil etryirg
todef useabodoy trapi nkKosovo
drirngthepeceqerain

S| decidethebest vayto
aushaGrkhasd der isto
accost onefrombeh ndatark,
adsy“D§u Ristinakai tada
hd &’ Adthet isexeact!ywe |
dd Youshou dhave seenthe
[okonhi sface first shock,
dsdief, puzz enert, adthena
broed gri nand a vihoop of
laughter. “Oo, taga nkahabeata
aunu bhayo?’ Grryingona
conver sat i onw 't h soneone who
spesks Nepdl | wthaFrench
accat onthercedtoRistima
does nat happent o everyone
eaydy.

Later thet year | foundmysd f
corirgthecrisisinkst Tinar,
adthreveefearsd g
nassacr es. My t housands of
peopl e vere unaccounted for, and
therevas aneedtoguardthe
p aces thraughwhi chthe ref ugees
hed fl ed to Vit Tinor. The
Grkhes vereentrustedwth
guard ngthe border tocheckthe
irfiltraiond Vst Tinorese
mlitia Whthar jug evafae
tranng the Grkhes vereda ng
alrilliat jdbandthey| ooked
very nuich at hone here wth

by BRUNO PHILIP

“Dagu, Pristina kati tada bolas”

the r subnachi ne gus and
Kukuristuckedonther siceasi f
theyverecd | phores. The
Grkhes took the hottest
assigmertsintheedreneesst o
East Tinor wthconpl ete
nonchd ance. | nost say | hedan
edge on't he conpet i ti on because
| caldget ctalsd theadtivity
a ongthe border frommy dg
bds

Sthenord o thestayis
thet youshou dl earn as nany
| angueges as yaucan. Thereis o
better i ce-lresker thenspeaki ng
topeod einthemdd e o
novhereinthe r own nat her

tonge. ¢

(Bruno Philip was South Asia
correspondent for Le Monde, and
is now with the paper in Paris.)
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BIZ ENEWS

Vague prescription

The Parliament's Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has decided what it believes should be
done with the ailing Nepal Bank Limited (NBL) and Rastriya Banijya Bank (RBB) although the
decision remains largely unclear. Some government officials we spoke to had no clue as to
what the report said. A sub-committee report adopted by PAC last week says there have been
procedural lapses in actions taken by the central bank, which Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) officials
admitted to at hearings. The final word is that NRB's efforts at bank reforms have so far been
illegal and that reforms should henceforth be carried out in accordance with the law.

The report does not mention “handing over banks to foreigners”, the over-arching theme at
its hearings, nor does it instruct the government not to do that. The rather verbose, five-page
sub-committee report, says everything but how the government should proceed with its plan to
hand over management of the banks to professionals.

One prescription says former officials and directors were responsible for the mess (no
mention of politicians though)—which we all knew—and recommends action against
wrongdoers who it does not name. Unlike previous decisions, when lapses were pinpointed
and specific suggestions made, this time it remains unclear. All those responsible for what
happened should have been punished in accordance with the law, the report says. The report
goes on to add that both NRB and the Ministry of Finance are responsible for the mess—not a
revelation though—and instructs them to be aware of the law and act responsibly. The PAC also
found fault with NRB for not employing a clause (29 a) in the law that gives it authority to take-
over banks and dismiss their management. NRB says it took a consultative approach instead,
after slipping once by calling for proposals for managing the banks without seeking their
concurrence—especially in the case of NBL in which the government has a minority
shareholding.

PAC also says that no study was undertaken to assess the impact of the “serious” work
before initiating it, despite admission by government officials at hearings that the banks could
collapse if left as they were. PAC adds that it is unclear who would be responsible for the
consequences after new management teams were hired—NRB, MoF or the directors of the
two banks?

Power for power

Nepal and India have agreed to sell more electricity to each other. The Nepal-India power

exchange committee that met in Kathmandu last week agreed to exchange 150 megawatts of

power, up from the existing pact to give each other up to 50MW. Presently, Nepal imports 50MW
» of electricity and exports about 37MW. Nepal Electricity Authority

A

says the new arrangement will enable it to use the surplus
energy after some power projects now under construction begin
supplying to the central grid. Nepal and India exchange power at
IRs1.60 per unit. The power exchange would entail construction
of 132KV transmission lines connecting Butwal and Anandnagar,
Birgunj and Motihari, and Dhalkebar and Sitamadi. Nepal has
already put together finances needed for the new construction on
the Nepali side of the border.

Kerosene cheaper

The Nepal Oil Corporation (NOC) announced a major reduction in the price of kerosene last
week but shortages of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) continued despite assurances of
increasing supply to ease the problem. On 14 October the government raised the prices of
petroleum products, raising kerosene rates by 100 percent—from Rs13 to Rs 26 and fixing
another rate for rationed fuel. Later, the government gave in to widespread protests and reduced
the price to Rs 22. Kerosene is now available at Rs 17 a litre, while one-rupee reductions have
been made in both petrol and diesel prices.

Dry Port nears completion

Nepal's largest Inland Container Depot (ICD) or dry port, at Alahu near Birgunj, will be ready for
operations mid-February—11 months behind schedule—when contractors are expected to
finally hand it over to the government. Two other dry ports at Bhairahawa and Biratnagar are
already operational.

Over 70 percent of Nepal's trade takes place through Raxaul bordering Birgunj. The new
dry port with a broad-gauge rail link with the Indian system is expected to heavily reduce
transport costs, both on raw material imports and export of finished products. A $23.58 million
World Bank loan and another $5 million contribution of the government funded the ICD. The ralil
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Can Nepa| Do IT '

There may be millions of global players, but there’s always
room for a hundred speciality players.
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(Prem Paunjoo is a member of the
Joint Action Committee of the
botel employee unions.)

(We published the industry reports
made available to us in the interest of
publicinformation, just as we are doing
with the union point of view.—Ed)
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The motto at all the CAN Info-Techs has been: “Nepal Information
technology show and conference.” But conferences have been irregular
at best. Instead, over the years, the show had begun to resemble more a
business event than anything else. The organisers this year have tried
giving it a new dimension—by organising a SAARC-level IT conference.
Speakers include internationally distinguished people in the IT arena.
Even local vendors are bringing in lecturers from parent brands to
deliver talks on topics like e-security, application services, and

distance education.

The official conference is slated for 27-28 January, over the
weekend, but the 250-seat hall booked up long before time. Private
companies have also booked the halls for business and tech talks.A
company executive was dumbfounded when told that all the seats had

been taken.
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TheITU reportis freely
downloadable from the Internet at
http:/ /wwwitw.int/ti/ casestudies/
nepal/nepalhtm

(Mark Turin is working on a
grammar of Thangmi, a Tibeto-
Burman language spoken in Nepal,
and is the webmaster of the
Himalayan Languages Project at
Leiden University.)

26 JANUARY - 1 FEBRUARY 2001 NEPALI TIMES ]1



$HoE = $HoAa =
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Stall No. Floor Name of Exhibitor
Al G Sky Infosys
A2 G Ishan Infosys
FLOOR B3 G Shrestha Amrit Traders
B4 G Shrestha Amrit Traders
PI.AN OF B5 G Shrestha Amrit Traders
C6 G Himalayan Shangrila
CAN 2001 C7 G Touch Stone Sales and Service P L
C8 G Touch Stone Sales and Service P L
C9 G CNCPvtLtd
C10 G Himalayan Dot Pvt Ltd
Cclu G Mips Pvt Ltd
C12 G Geospatial
C41 G Mars International
C42 G Associated
C43 G Jingle Inc
C44 G Excatly Support & Training Center
C45 G Seagate Computer Inst.
C76 G City Computers
C78 G Agni Paging
C79 G NIDC
C80 G Computer Care Pvt. Ltd
C81 G DTl
C82 G CSTCPvtLtd
H83 G The Readers Concern
C84 1st Self Electronics
C85 1st Connection
C88 G Daisytek Computers
D13 G Nucleus Software
El4 Hall Beltronix
E86 G Computer Security Co.
E87 G Pioneer Trade marketing
F15 G Trade Wings
F16 G Trade Wings
F17 G Easy Page
F18 G Mars Trading International
F19 G Mars Trading International
HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION, GREAT VALUE G LatTadngGo
G21 G D& D International
G22 G The Waves Group/ GM Software
F23 G Infocom Online Pvt Ltd
F24 G Infocom Online Pvt Ltd
F25 G Sati Computer Trade Concern
Outstanding Nepali Pakistani students Eg? g gat@ gomputerpage goncern
: P : . ati Computer Trade Concern
are choosing the University of Windsor. F28 e [t
F29 G Arihant Multisystem
F30 G Interactive Group
F31 G Interactive Group
F32 G IT Nepal Pvt Ltd
F33 G Star Office Automation
F34 G Star Office Automation
S , F35 G CSE System and Office Automation
N TN TAD F36 G CSE System and Office Automation
WINDSOR F37 G Laser Manufacture Co Pvt Ltd
; F38 G Arihant Multisystem
g::;:zrt“l::tniversity of Windsor H39 G Pacifip Offi_c & Automation
International Outreach Office 040 G Kagaj Kothi _
Tel: 1-416-461-1570 F46 G International Electronics Concern
E-mail: inl@uwindsor.ca F47 G International Electronics Concern
Web: www.uwindsor.ca F48 G [TNTI
Applicants for Bachelor’s degrees only! F49 G Mercant”e Communications Pt Ltd
F50 G Mercantile Communications Pvt Ltd
F51 G Mercantile Communications Pvt Ltd
F52 G Mercantile Communications Pvt Ltd
F53 G [TNTI
F54 G International Electronics Concern
F55 G International Electronics Concern
J56 1st Computer Advance System
J57 1st Mercantile Communications Pvt Ltd
J58 1st D & D International
K59 3rd College of Software Engineering
K60 3rd College of Software Engineering
SH ARP AD K61 3rd College of Software Engineering
K62 3rd College of Software Engineering
K63 3rd College of Software Engineering
..................................................... K64 ard SS| Kathmandu Center
K65 3rd Visit Nepal Network
K66 3rd SBS The e-media Library
K67 3rd Techno Links Center
K68 3rd Easy Links Pvt Ltd
K69 3rd SSIKathmandu Center
K70 3rd Academy of Information Technology
K71 3rd Lord Budhha Education Foundation
K72 3rd Everest Education Foundation
K73 3rd Sofware Group Pvt Ltd
K74 3rd Softech Computer Inst.
L1 1st PC World
L2 1st
L3 1st BOK
L4 1st NIC
L5 1st Business Age
L6 1st Kantipur Publications
L75 3rd Informatics Computer School
HALL
Gauri G World Distribution Nepal
Shankar G Mercantile Communication Pvt Ltd
Koshi G Sigma Resources
Gandaki G Worldlink Communications

$BoE 2 $BE H
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news

Despite the growth of the Internet and satellite television, § f' '
western—mainly American—media forces continueto £

shape news coverage and analysis.
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Everything But Arms

BRUSSELS - The European Commission (EC) last week
revised its groundbreaking Everything But Arms (EBA)
proposal, which seeks to eliminate tariffs on almost all non-

A President without precedent
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little to show for it himself.
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military goods entering the EU from the world’s poorest
countries—by postponing transition periods on three sensitive
products: sugar, rice and bananas.

Last September’s original proposal would grant duty-free,
quota-free access for over 900 categories of goods to 48
countries defined by the UN as the poorest. The proposal met
strong resistance from the international sugar industry and
European farmers, forcing the EC to revise it. The Commission
now has an informal proposal to phase out tariffs on bananas
by 2006 and on sugar and rice by 2008. Under consideration is
the possibility of introducing a “temporary quota” for sugar and
rice based on, among others, the highest level of exports in
recent years.

Opposition to the original EBA initiative from the EU farm
lobby was such that some EU officials jokingly refer to an
“everything but farms” initiative. Within the EU, major sugar
producers are in France, Germany and the UK. Rice is
produced by Italian interests and bananas by multinationals
based in Spain. An EU study released last month said the
EBA's impact would be greater than originally expected and
could cost the sugar industry over a billion euros ($900 million).
A report by Oxfam, however, says the initiative is quite modest
and that, “claims that EBA will result in a substantial increase
in imports are not supported by data.” Oxfam’s David Bryer
says, “Some developing countries that already benefit from
preferential access to the EU market have legitimate concerns.
But these can and should be addressed through positive
measures, rather than an EU retreat from the EBA proposal.”

The EBA goes further than any previous EU concession to
LDCs (least developed countries) and is a “confidence-building”
measure designed to entice poor countries into accepting a new
round of global trade talks. “Obviously, the idea is to bring these
countries into the world trading system. They now account for
only 0.4 percent of world trade and 1 percent of total EU imports,”
an EU trade official said. EBA builds on a promise by the “Quad
Group"—the EU, the US, Canada and Japan—made in May 2000—
that it was ready to dismantle duties and quotas on 99 percent of
imports from the LDCs. LDCs sharply criticised this, saying it didn't
go far enough in granting them market access, as the one percent
of total imports still been subject to trade barriers would include
“sensitive” products such as sugar and bananas in the case of the
EU, and textiles in the case of the US and Canada.

Oxfam'’s report says that under EBA prices received by LDCs
would be subject to negotiation: “EBA allows LDCs to export
unlimited quantities of sugar to the EU, but at lower prices,
probably much lower, than apply to quota-restricted preferences
of the Sugar Protocol.” 4 (ps)
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JOHANNA SON IN MANILA
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Sred paestsinMilalae

|t yem.

gwetothmevnaskfa e p a to
apla vwofliesh meraud
EtraH sfed fa therasseshis
ni cknane B ap cones fram he
Flipnoverd“pare o pd —
trard dedirtotheli st detin
wninthe count ry-40 percet o
thevdeinthe198d edi on

Bi Estradd s persod
guroechves d sohi snenesi s.
Hschaced friedsadh s
stand ng by thempratecting
t hemf r omgover nnent pr obes,
hd pi ngthenget busi ness ded s—
begentoga@enFlipnos son

dte hetakdficeinMy 198
Trese acousati ans ranged fram
Estracahd p gfri endandtyoomn
Luci 0 Tan evadke a gover et tax
inoui ry tonaki nghi sfri end Mrk
Jneez, afug tivevatedinthe
UitedSdes pesdatid ai sy
for LatinAwrica Innd-2000
Souri ti esad Echarge
@missi onchi e Rrfecto Yesay
sa dEstradaaskedhi mtol ock a
praeof ganlll i ngnagrete Cante
Ten, acosadd dereprice
nan pu aion Estradaden ed
thesedargs.

Erap had to go, but some will miss his charisma.
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Still weathering Desert Storm

Ten years later, a new George Bush is in office, Saddam
Hussein still rules Iraq, and Iraqis are still suffering.
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We don’t want a Peru here
el il

Chhalphal, 21 January

Unified Marxist-Leninist)

for dialogue, numerous reasons are given to hinder talks.

benefit.
Will the Maoists rectify their mistakes and take corrective action?

crimes against people.

the same way as the police.

What is the reason for UML's opposition to the Armed Police Force?

why we oppose the formation of the APF.

(Excerpts from an interview with Madhav Nepal, General Secretary, Communist Party of Nepal-

The ruling party holds that Maoists lack political character and therefore at a time

Because of the political character of the Maoists, the ruling party has an opportunity

to say this. This does not however mean that there aren’t any honest people among

the Maoists. There are people in that organisation who are for building of an ideal society, for establishing a
republic and people’s government, for providing direction to the country, for providing equality and justice for
all, for an end to foreign intervention in our country’s affairs, and for upliftment of the poor.

Could you clarify some of the issues and wrongs in the Maoist line of thinking?
First of all let us discuss the new society that the Maoists want to create. Are other parties going to enjoy the
same amount of space and freedom in that society? Is everyone, and every political party going to be treated
equally? Is everyone going to enjoy the same fundamental rights? Are political parties going to be allowed to
present their line of thought and action to the masses? Can they counter the wrong thinking and actions of
Maoists? Can they go to the people? Can they meet the masses? Are the Maoists ready to accept criticism?
We say all these should be allowed. These are the rights of every individual. The Maoists have to make all
these points clear, spell out their answers to these guestions. They should not be bent upon destroying anyone
who does not toe their line. We have protested against the negative actions of the Maoists. We have criticised
them to help them understand what is wrong with their actions and thought. The Congress is another issue.
While we provide constructive criticism, the Congress tries to capitalise on those very issues and gain political
mileage. The Congress is not keen on seeing problems solved, and therefore sees nothing good with the Maoist
revolution. We have been telling the Maoists to rectify their actions and enter the political arena in a proper
way. We are prepared to help them in whatever way is feasible. We think that this is the only way the nation can

If the Maoists desire the creation of a new society, want communist movements to benefit, provide new direction
to the nation and society, want to rid society of all exploiters, want people to lead better lives and want a better
country, they have to give up arms. They have to move according to the wishes of the people and the country.

At present, they seem to be more of a terrorist organisation. This has helped the Congress in committing more

The villagers are caught between the police and the Maoists. How can they be freed from this situation?

The country cannot accept the terrorist behaviour of either the Congress or the Maoists. Both of them will have
to rectify their mistakes. Both have a very narrow vision and line of thought and action. The Maoists smash the
hands of villagers who wipe out Maoist slogans from the walls of their houses. If the slogans are not wiped out,
police move in and torture these villagers. Therefore, villagers are caught between the frying pan and the fire.
The Maoists who call themselves communists are acting like the police. The people’s army cannot behave in

The Maoists have brought to the fore the problems of the country. How do you view this?

It is true that the actions of the Maoists have highlighted many problems of the country that had remained
hidden till now. Now that the country has taken notice of those problems, if we could use this opportunity for the
benefit of the nation it would be very good. The country needs drastic changes, not minor face-saving changes.

The Maoists are attacking and destroying all their opponents. How is the UML going to counter that?

To think that one communist party will fight against another is the thought of reactionaries. We do not want to
fight with anyone or any particular party. We are prepared to fight any party politically, in the political arena,

but if some party wants to destroy us physically then we will have to rethink our line of action. We will be forced
to act accordingly if anyone acts against us, and we will react to it in an appropriate manner.

In 1991, Congress workers in Gulmi were attacking our party workers. We asked our followers to retaliate,
which they did. We were forced to take that decision. If a situation arises where the UML is forced to form an
army and fight the Maoists, it will only benefit the reactionary parties. They will be very happy. We want a
political solution to the Maoists problem. We want the Maoists and the Congress to come to the negotiating
table and find a political solution. We want to fight against the evils of this society and nation and not fight any
other political parties. The attacks on our followers are raising problems for us, and we are really bewildered by
these attacks. If this does not stop then we will have no option but to retaliate. Then this country will be another
Peru. In Peru, communist parties are forced to raise their own armies, are forced to fight back. We do not want
the same situation in this country. We believe that the present crisis cannot be solved with guns.

If the Maoists are prepared to sit down and find a political solution to the problem, then the formation of an
armed police force is not a step in the right direction. Arms will not solve the problem. The police will acquire
more arms and the Maoists will do the same. Where will all this end? Only arms dealers will benefit. Nepalis will
fight and kill themselves. Nepalis will be the losers and this will lead to the start of a civil war. The only solution
can be through dialogue; a political solution must be found. The formation of the Armed Police Force is the
work of some insidious elements in the Congress. We do not want the start of a civil war in this country. That is
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

 Nepali and Hindi film tickets bookings online at www.nepalshop.com

% Russian Film Festival Jointly organised by the Kathmandu Film Archives and the Russian Cultural
Centre. Brothers Karamazov (based on Dostoyevski's novel): 26 January Friday, 5:30pm

Tickets at Mandala Book Point in Jamal, GAA Hall in Thamel, Martin Chautari in Thapathali, and all Momo
King branches. Rs 100 and Rs 50 per show. For more information ring Martin Chautari at 246065 or email:
chautari@mos.com.np

% Le Dernier Metro (The Last Ten) French with English sub-titles at Moliere Auditorium, Alliance Francaise,
Thapathali. 28 January Sunday. 2pm. Free. 242 832.

% Free movie of your choice on big screen at The Conference Room, Gazabko Cocktail Café, Marcopolo
Hotel. 27 January. 2pm. 416432.

SLIDE SHOW

% Glimpses of Nepal and White Water Challenges Slide show
on Nepal's lifestyle, culture, and the jungles of the tarai. Also the
challenges of white water rafting & kayaking in Nepal. 6pm at
Ultimate Descents, Northfield Cafe, Thamel. Admission and
drinks free. 419295, 426329.

% Challenges and opportunities in re-building and re-
vitalising Kathmandu Slide lecture by Anil Chitrakar. Evening
raises funds for a new project of the Kathmandu 2020 campaign:
Training teachers to teach better about Kathmandu. Baber
Mahal Revisited. 27 January, Saturday. 5.30 pm. Rs 500 per head, includes refreshments at the K2 Bar and a
status report booklet about Kathmandu. Reservations at 251647 or g2@mail.com.np.

e il

MusIC

# Unplugged concert and art show Voice of the Youth is a joint initiative of Godavari Alumni Association
(GAA) and Academy for Audio-Visual Arts and Sciences (AA-VAS). The launch programme is an unplugged
concert and art show. Artists, including Dev Rana, George Subba, Tilak Malla, Om Bikram Bista, Yogeshwor
Amatya, Bobin Pradhan, Sital Pun, Lasmit Rai, The Mystic and others, will work all day at the venue. Verge
Leisure Inn. 26 January, Friday, 4 pm. Rs 555 per head, includes drinks and dinner. Available at the venue or
ring 265718.

% Fever at the Jazz Bar. Piano (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday), piano and violin (Tuesday), live jazz
(Thursday and Saturday) and live Irish music (Friday). Contemporary and traditional jazz with international
cuisine with drinks from a bottomless cellar, gourmet food and espresso, cognac and cigars. 435741-43
www.hotelshangrila.com

% Jazz by Cadenza at Upstairs, Lazimpat. Every Saturday 7:30pm—210pm.

DANCE

% Odissi Dance by the renowned Odissi dancer Madhavi Mudgal and her group to mark India’s Republic
Day. Sponsored by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The Royal Nepal Academy, 25-26
January. More details at the Indian Embassy. 413174, 410900

% Traditional Dances every evening at Dwarika's Hotel courtyard. Enjoy drinks from a choice of two bars.
Entrance free. Reservations recommended for diners. 479488.

% Dance Party @ Simply Shutters Bistro under the “Nepal-India bhai bhai” title to promote better Nepal-
India relations. Baber Mahal Revisited. 26 January 9pm. Rs 500 per person, includes five drink coupons.

EATING OUT

% Chinese Food Festival A month-long festival offers a wide variety of
authentic Chinese cuisine prepared with Chinese ingredients by special chefs.
Hotel Shangri La. For reservation and information 435741-43 or
www.hotelshangrila.com

% Authentic Nepali sekuwa (barbecue) Regular Friday night sekuwa in a
lamp-lit courtyard. Starting 2 February at Dwarika’s Hotel. Select your own
appetisers, momos, salads and choice of meats as well as delicious desserts.
Package includes one free drink and lucky draw. Reservations recommended. 479488.

# Weekend Brunch Mixed cuisine with a salad bar & desserts at The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel. 10:30am-
2:30pm. 27 January, Saturday. Rs 550 per person. 411818

# Lavish brunch with free swimming at the Shambala Garden, Shangri-La Hotel. 12pm-3pm Rs 750 with
25% discount for members. 435741

% Chulo Batta. Local Nepali cuisine—buffet lunch with live Nepali music at the Sunrise Cafe, Yak & Yeti
Hotel. Rs 700 + Tax. Noon. Reservations recommended, 248999

EXHIBITION

% Made in Nepal 2001 Seven artists from four different countries display their work on Nepali Lokta paper
using natural pigments and dyes. The travelling artists came together in Kathmandu to be influenced by
Nepal's light, its people and culture, and to gather and share inspirations. They will start working at their
temporary studio at the Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal until 7 February. Visitors invited to observe the works
and the process. Organised by Siddhartha Art Gallery. 25-30 January. 11am-6pm.

SPORTS

% Royal Stag Maitree Football Match Nepali film stars vs. the trekking stars of the Trekking Agents
Association of Nepal (TAAN). The friendly match will feature film actors Jal Shah, Bhuwan KC, Gauri Malla,
Melina Manandhar, Madan Krishna Shrestha, Vijaya Lama and others. Proceedings will be donated to the
Nepal Federation of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Organised by Om Films and TAAN. Dashrath Stadium.
1:30 pm. Tickets 500, 200 and 50. Available at the gates of the venue.

FESTIVAL

% Shree Panchami. 29 January, is celebrated as the birthday of Saraswati. Saraswati temples, like the one
behind Swoyambhunath, are packed with young and old praying to the goddess of speech, letters, arts and
sciences. Parents take their kids to temples and teach them their first alphabet. The day also marks the
beginning of spring. The King visits the Hanuman Dhoka Palace at Basantapur Durbar Square.

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com
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Costomer Care Call # 543337 (0700-1700 hrs)

Naya Lito baby food and Nitti Gritti
Porridge.Available in all major department
stores.

Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre,
Kamaladi. Reiki Il 31 Jan—1 Feb. Video
screenings, meditation, residential retreats,
art workshops, yoga, dance, Reiki
treatment. More info at 221875.
www.dharmatours.com/hbmc

Soft toys, doll and flower-making.
Six-month course Rs 4,000. Ring Shama at

521196.
Eﬁ;iﬁgg{i r('el'?ltree ropanies. Three-storey an_sgle .
- R ; ‘ Kinetic Marvel scooter '98. Ring 270924 after
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pm
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The most intricately carved statues in
Kathmandu. Handmade Nepal, #211,
Sanchaya Kosh Building, Trievi Marg,
Thamel. 253361. www.handamde-
nepal.com

Starting this week Nepali Times offers a
Classified section. For info about
insertions, ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

NEPALI WEATHER

No big surprises in store in the coming week. The satellite weather imagery shows isolated cloud patches
moving toward the western Himalaya from West and Central Asia. The westerly jet stream has begun shifting
south of the Himalaya, blowing in some of the clouds. A few stray patches from the Tibetan plateau even
brought a sprinkling of snow in the higher altitudes this week—still nowhere near the average precipitation for
January. Winter drought conditions prevail in the Himalayan foothills. Sporadic drizzle and flurries are
indicated for western Nepal, but nothing major. The daytime temperature has already begun to rise and will
continue to go up by one degree per week on average. Look out for continued haze blowing in from the
Ganges plains topping off at 11,000 ft, and morning fog in Kathmandu, which will dissipate earlier than
usual.

KATHMANDU
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22-01 23-02 22-03 21-04 24-02
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(Excerpted with permission from
In the Kingdom of the Gods,
HarperCollins, 1999.)

NEPALITERATURE

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

-
-
A

OUR MISTAKEN PAST, OUR MISTAKEN PRESENT:
Bhupi Sherchan

When Kathmandu erupted in riots end-
December, | got a request to write about
Bhupi Sherchan’s Yo Hallai Hallako Desh

Ho—This is a Country of Hearsay and Rumour.” The request
came from none other than Nepali Times columnist Artha
Beed: that all wildly hard-headed business minds would keep
an active interest in arts and literature. Indeed, for many dark
days, parts of Nepal resembled the land described in

Sherchan’s poem:

where the daggers of security

are carried by plastered hands

where baskets and baskets

dokos and kharpans
trucks and trucks
of decorative souls

are adorned on verandas and pathways
where those who buy and sell souls
like shares in the stock exchange

become our leaders

This poem was widely quoted in papers at that time, and
many agreed with Sherchan in saying:

if one were to dig up the foundation of each house here
only hearsay and rumours would be heaped up there
that's why this is a country of hearsay and rumour

this is a country standing on hearsay and rumour

this is a country founded on hearsay and rumour

this is a country of hearsay and rumour

In another less-quoted poem, Sherchan deepens this
theme further, and I've translated it in its entirety below:;

THE HISTORY OF MY COUNTRY SEEMS WRONG TO ME

When | take a few days’ lodgings

and witness

these junctions drowned in hunger
these alleys like wilted blossoms—
the history of my country seems wrong to me

These deities who excavate dirt

in the middle of the road,

these people who understand

but act dumb,

this earthquake-stricken shrine

and
these crooked temple tops,

these lords who stand as statues

at the intersections
When | see all these
always like this
always the same—
my history of windstorms
seems wrong to me

Seeing innumerable Sitas

always here

forever at the roads and crossings

in the alleys
in the markets
through the world

stripped naked like a eucalyptus tree,
and seeing innumerable Bhimsen Thapas

who stand unmoving  still
stopping my soul’s song

calm quiet,

and letting both arms sag

like the boughs of a willow tree

| feel like performing

a sacrifice of my own blood

When | take a few days’ lodgings

and witness

these junctions drowned in hunger
these alleys like wilted blossoms—
the history of my country seems wrong to me

Amar Singh reached Kangada
Tenzing climbed Sagarmatha
Buddha sowed seeds of peace in the earth

Arniko’s craftsmanship won the world’s heart
| always hear and only hear

but | don't believe

| hear
| hear
| hear
| hear
| hear

When | take a few days’ lodgings

and witness

these junctions drowned in hunger
these alleys like wilted blossoms—
the history of my country seems wrong to me

My true history—

Sherchan’s astonishing, emotive and uncompromisingly critical
poems can be read in the original in his classic collection
Ghumne Mechmaathi Andho Manchhe (The Blind Man on a
Revolving Chair). Scattered translations have also been done by
Tara Nath Sharma, Michael Hutt, Wayne Amtzis, Kunda Dixit

and others.
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Michael Johnson, one
of the greatest
athletes of our time,
is calling it quits.
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OFFTHEBEATENTREK

A devotional marathon

The Swasthani Brata is one month of fasting, prayer
and penance. Not to mention the walking and rolling.
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adpshedinothevaer. Then
threisadd |l edivepjabythe
riverbark. Ax aceadhy, thenen
dronanu dethestrired the
Sree Rmlhoped & Snkhu
Bwaa, rdlirgantheflar.

Thedevatessdait oy renain

inSrkhu Theyd soudertakea
berefodt [dliginagestofar saored
stesinthe\d | ep-Rsyetireth
the SkhNrayanTenglein
Ferp ng, Rareuti andthe Gangu
Nr ayan Tenpl e nearby. They
fdlomhekajee iocariesthe
idd of Ndhav Nrayan-the chi ef
atyd theBaduadlivema
de drice redrad sh deu(herd
ba | edrdl ass6s), gee SUprcae
frut andpess, ml kadpd ugp
seeg (s nech) gomat Rt an
“Thsisavwyddtradtian Qly
pe ungogromaround Gyasd in
Rienisd|oed” says62yer-d d
Ry NthSresthg, cha rmand
Sesthan Bata Sva Gnnnt teg,
vhi chraregssthetrad upya
Treve kisrestridedto
cevatess, hu thar ratenskesfa

ged hkesawined year. Te
firg takesinRshyeti and S
Nrayanadit beganon 23
Jaery. Tefirg gt atis
dvasa Reydi, dta anealy
nornrngd pintheSdi river ada
hketotrehlltoptep ed the
pover-godbess By rayagini . The
nedt day, ad pintheBgati a
Rehyeti Ayagd, adthe/ rea
SoGuoharanfa [uch The
narchthencorti nuestoNrayan
Hti atsicetheRyd Rlace
thaughBatahiti, Ason JaaBid ,
Mikkhan Tol e, Hanunan Choka
and Bsatgour, onverdto
Trgethdi. It psssom the
Begnati bridgea Kupondd eand
heeds t over ds Ferp ng s Skh
Nrayan Terpl e vi aJavd akidl,
Nkhu, Begrati Kori khenaand
Hitiben Theyreachthar
ctirdianfar theridt Hdt.

Ate pjaa theSkhNraen
tep etretrad ugpthrach
Rrerp g Tomand heed beck, taki g
adigtlydffeeat ratethra
Brgenati, Legarkhd and Mgl
Brar. Teystpa Sridel far a
rel. Atethe it'sal agrerdtral e
thercedwrds t hrauch Baresver,

Refeti, Buoheadfirdllyto
Sritu

Tresscodiginagethi syer
gatsnZ/ Jaay. It takesthe
rad utoRreuti far theridt,
befarenavi ngthenext daythrauh
Kerpeti, Bagesveri, Reslram
Ghep, N aadontoBrema

Trethrdadfird aeishdd
m4Fruryadthisisthe
rdaivdyshat aetoCaqu
Nrayan Tregadfird etakes
pacen8Fdruery. Tenigt sky
d Sriduislit ywthflanesfran
thegadyagya adthelrady,
taether withfri edsandfamly,
smgdadicd datsadpay s
theyedthd r vovg and gt reedy
toreunhme ¢

GttingtoSrkhu Theadi et
Nveri tomis 12kmmort hesst of
Kat hnandu. Nlcrdous services are
ava |l dd eframlorpeti . Sykduace
laynthetraeratetoTbet thet
vet viaKti, bfareitsimortance
d mn sheddter anenrateves
ested i shedtoTibet thrauh
Kdinpong Thedaytobein
Srkhuis3LJaery, thedaythe
bradurdl snthegard
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

abeQ@ar, Tar Bodlades, Trar

Hgresses, HsandHr Ennences,

Hourad e Donars, Honorary S - Agpa nted
Gadasd thsQutry shrds, @dreryFd | o,
Dty sedlad es, adtreDstraded@tlemnd the
beck Yes, | neenyau, near thewwndoweeri rgthered
nffle. Atheatsd | rethraktreagrisasd thsSx
QyineaticnRoyanemtheSstardie
e gqrant of Gassradt @rstituend es Thraugh
Bpovernent o Locd Milti-Sakehd ders Traugha
Rrad gr8ift inTha r Ak StirgRI einthe@riedt

o Eonome
Gddistin
aropn sedby Hs
Metys
@ermart in
oaparaionvith
FEDUP, UNDQ
WBLRP, DHEAT and
ANTO S, nowthet Nepel
Tdeid mhesfird lyarived vecangt owviththej dod
ded ari rggenth s semrer-varkshogpwirt hat furt her acb
adbedti garaurdthelsh

Asywd| met kekrowrg N i sal ad acked
Hra ayanki rgoont bet i seteri rgareaml lariumltis
imotat fa dl Npdisrd bed soi etedbytheth des
d jagninthefarapd twsadfats, adbed e dat
ar dut-, md, adlagtengds Tefad isthe ve
rovedasexirgoomittecthd piaiti sssabdtas
Warachtointardisethetadityd thedag g
perad g, Advearent j st payirgli psarvi cetactyin

th smdternred eatothe cal ex dyramcs o
utkrcbe qrat. Waretdd ngahdisticagreech a
sraej craro-ecaaic prrsedi vei nata nrged
dyeerdingat, adti-stad irgituiadistiond dl
trilded adhladed nritairgaded i m

nechen B nthepracessd reinernad ai st and
seodi ntevetiasfa setd redrescrcendd i stian
vith nthefranavark d ecaomed dd i sati anad
reiad-led payamedradj essothe ad etive
dloaind theseresaurces centefi returedfar giti nam
uilisinadd dursaat tod | adsudy. Toth sed
thereqii renart of asyyarti veeni ramart fravdl
saehd drscamt keoveremphes ssdadudrstressad
S f-careti ngnachen ssfar proper TBStoneet the
gparacegd sd gprqride@R df-fufillirg
SIRF RP, adparticipaay SBAaeqi ngtobe

vitd irged etsinaedirganedd i gend ramat inthe
Rresel | o the (8. Franaverk and enpoveri ngthe
gayatsthramtrecrgruti nd eathoderes gat
caedtyhild s WBinet | aka ms-d retedpriaities
bymitaysu eyadavil sueyfa dfetivediticd
advocery. Inthi sdeyadageroae
asyte deaitis
nt aprcedive
petid pat i nadti anressrchadan edered
eqEiensstolri rgat awnving teti anfa dl
bedid aiesadtagg gags THsisviyvehaeto
ddyred ear dfatstoretifyd| wagssothe ve
atfestresrudud pdioqpdityd ddanest et
hattl ear dfatstoepoe ar eargyseta sothe the
iritiaivesvil | Utiretdytridd ecomtottelidt-hlba
theedd theturd. It isimeaivethd a thepresat
ting essames| gveywthes gd, vedsarveaae hor
Sleatetoreresdd| ar pest e othet vecansd f-
evd et ehonmochd it hesbenhat ar. “Redy? Gryor
nrk G st @" ¢

Tld 404 dV NVYO
B B9

mayos

$-BA

NEPALI SOCIETY

PAC Man

oliticians have learnt the

hard way not to under-

estimate this soft-spoken
chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC). Subash
Chandra Nemwang, Nepal's
foremost anti-corruption crusader,
feels his job is to raise hell. And
he is giving everyone who has
something to hide a hard time,
from the Prime Minister down.
Nemwang is a member of the
Central Committee of the Unified
Marxist-Leninist party, but he
seems to take his PAC job much
more seriously. This is his third
stint in parliament, his first eight
years were spent in the Upper
House. Since May 1999 he's been
representing his llam constituency
in the Lower House.

The 47-year-old Nemwang's
trademark gentility belies no-
nonsense investigative instincts
honed over 22 years as an attorney
specialising in constitutional law and
criminal jurisprudence. It's the same
potent combination of humility,
politeness, wit and intensity that has
disarmed the most reluctant of
witnesses in courtrooms, thatis now
atwork at hearings of PAC.
Nemwang laughs off his reputation
for politeness: “Last week some
officials we were questioning were
even more polite than me!”, he says,
referring to the hearings on bank
reforms.

Nemwang's PAC has taken on
ministries considered untouch-
able. It killed a plan by the Royal
Nepal Army to buy a British jet,
and has looked into the shady
dealings of the Nepal Police, not
to mention the jet-leasing deal of
Royal Nepal Airlines where he had
the prime minister on the stand.
Says Nemwang: “Sometimes they

Subhash Chandra Newwang, the soft-
spoken MP from llam, strikes terror in the
hearts of corrupt government officials

accuse us of trying to run a parallel
executive. That probably means we
are doing our jobs right.” Nemwang
and his PAC of about two dozen
MPs has latched onto almost every
shady government decision and
ripped it apart—in most cases
rightfully.

At PAC hearings it is MPs who
do most of the grilling. Nemwang
listens quietly, and when he does
speak it is always to have the last
word. Not only has he chaired
almost all committee meetings of
the PAC, but he’s has also
managed to get the polarised
parliament to vote unanimously on
all PAC decisions. A donor-funded
project aims to make parliament
more accessible to the media.
They needn't bother: Nemwang’s

PAC is already fully accessible to
the press. Journalists are not just
present at PAC hearings but there’s
a good chance of finding one in
Nemwang's chambers as well, either
chatting with MPs, making phone
calls or sipping tea—courtesy PAC.
“This is called transparency,” quips
Nemwang.

“I knew corruption was a major
problem facing Nepal before | joined
the PAC, now | have seen for myself
whata deep messwe arein,” he says.
PAC meets throughout the year, with
a hearing almost every week. That
means Nemwang has little time for
his constituents in faraway llam. But
he is not worried: “My voters told me
to rock the boat, and that's what | am
doing.” And what a boat-rocker he's
turned out to be. ¢
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