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“Bikash bhannu arthik kura matra
hoina. Eutaa maanawiya samasyaa
ho”—Shree Panch Birendra
(“Development is not only about
economics. It is a human problem”—
His Majesty King Birendra)

One of several mahawanis, or
‘Great Sayings’ put up at the busy
intersection of Tripureswor, the
installation of faded letters, peeling
paint and rusted tin is overshadowed
by huge hoardings screaming Pan
Parag Pan Masala and Caravan
Premium whisky. In the background,
a jumble of other signs jostle for space.
They advertise everything from
tandoori to tutorials.

As commerce overwhelms the
Nepali capital, Kathmandu’s skyline
and its busy intersections have become
an unsightly canvas for advertisers
keen to draw an undiscerning public’s
gaze to their products. While temple
tops struggle to be seen behind brands
of bottled beverages, cigarettes and
home appliances at Thapathali
junction, in neighbouring
Tripureswor, King Birendra’s ‘words
of wisdom’ are visibly choked by coke,
beer, and whisky.

Kamasutra condoms, Close-up
toothpaste and Konica films occupy
three layers of wall space at Bhadrakali
Temple complex—a landmark in the
city’s centre. Drive or walk from
Tripureswor to Ranipokhari and loud
banners on overhead bridges
sponsored by the Hotel Association
Nepal shout the obvious—help keep
the city clean—little realising that
they are eyesores and driving
distractions the city can do without.

The private sector is not the
only polluter. The city’s Traffic
Police puts up its traffic signs
everywhere conceding little to
aesthetics. Despite its being illegal,
parties splash graffiti on walls that
are public (and private) property.

Renchin Yonjan has been involved
with Kathmandu city beautification
projects for the last few years, trying to
salvage what she can from a city that’s

fast turning into a commercial jungle.
“It’s appalling how visual pollution is
becoming permissible,” she says. “We
want to promote Kathmandu as a
heritage site, we invite tourists to
Shangri-la but what we have is a
jungle of TV antennae and half-
finished constructions, above which
hoardings loom. Of course,
advertising products and putting up
traffic signs is important. But with
some planning, we can find places
for commerce without destroying
the city skyline.”

The Kathmandu Metropolitan
City (KMC) says it’s making the best
of a bad situation. But there are no
guidelines in place and so no real way
of controlling the menace. Even
worse, there’s no real sense that this is
a real problem. Hoardings fall under
the jurisdiction of the Security Section
of the Kathmandu Metropolitan City,
a group of city policepersons
responsible for enforcing rules and
regulations, from collecting revenue
from advertisers to chasing off small
shop owners from the pavements.
And, occasionally, they go around
the city and pull down hoardings
from places they’re not supposed to
be in, like Tundikhel, Singha
Darbar, the area around the Royal
Palace, and 100 m around Heritage
Sites like Basantapur.

Anywhere else, hoardings can be
put up with impunity—for a price
though. The city cops can take down
hoardings that haven’t been paid for.
Advertisers are required to pay an
annual fee of Rs 60 per sq foot for a
regular hoarding, while neons cost Rs
75 per sq foot. A 16 sq foot glow sign
costs Rs 500, and every additional sq
foot costs Rs 75. To put up a 3x3 film
poster costs Rs 100 a week. Anything
bigger costs Rs 500. After the
government banned alcohol and
tobacco advertisements in the
national media, companies have
turned to hoardings, even though such
ads are charged 50 percent extra by
the City.

What is positively depressing is

how many walls of residences, colleges
and guthis are given over to the
persuasive power of moolah. If you
want to advertise on private space, all
you need to do is contact the owners,
negotiate a rate with them, and then,
if you’re conscientious, go to the City.
As long as the guthi or the
homeowner doesn’t have a problem,
neither does the city, unless the ad
encroaches on public space, is a
driving distraction, or “is bad for
tourism”. The KMC even offers a 20
percent discount if you advertise on
private property. “We can’t tell
people what to do with their private
property, but we can make the most
of the situation and charge taxes,” says
Dhanapati Sapkota, an enforcement
officer with KMC.

Last fiscal year, the City collected
around Rs 2.2 million as fee from
hoardings, and expects the amount
to go up this year. Advertisers who
used to pay Rs 3000- 4000 for a
hoarding are willing to pay over Rs
35,000 to ensure that their (usually
uninspired) advertising is visible.
“The city increased the rates to
discourage advertisers. But they
keep coming,” says  Kedar Karki,
another KMC official. “Unless
there’s a master plan which
clearly defines what is legal, this
unplanned mess will continue.”
Of course, the revenue collected
isn’t all that much for the
Kathmandu Metropolitan City
with its annual budget of over Rs
1 billion. Still, even the money so
collected could be put to better
use, for instance, for the
Kathmandu beautification
project. �
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According to his five-year agreement with the Bhadrakali Guthi Sansthan, Babu Krishna
Sapkota leases wall space belonging to the temple complex for Rs 495,000 a year. He rents
out space to advertisers, pays the guthi its fee and pays the City a fee based on the sizes and
types of hoardings. And, yes, he gets a 20 percent discount. The largest advertisement is a
10x20 sq foot hoarding of a co-operative for which Sapkota charges Rs 35,000 a year.

“Everyone’s doing it. Colleges, private homes and guthis are selling their space. I make a
living, the municipality gets some revenue and the guthi gets some extra money. If they don’t
mind, why should I complain. It’s business,” says Sapkota.

Like the Nepal Electricity Authority and the trolley-bus service sell pole space to noodles
and oil, and the Public Administration College provides space for Coke, the Guthi Sansthan,
the owner of numerous temples and old monuments around the city, endorses everything
except alcohol and cigarettes. “Hoardings are not a major source of income for the
Sansthan,” says Haribol Acharya, the Sansthan’s representative at Bhadrakali. “But since
they’ve been there for quite some time, I don’t see any harm in letting them be.” Acharya’s
indifference is a widespread human problem, or as King Birendra puts it, maanawiya
samasyaa, that the capital’s citizens, caught up in the commercialism of the city, fail to
understand. Against the canopy of overwhelming commerce, it’s just not visible. �
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Outstanding Nepali
students are choosing to
study in Canada. Across
the border from the USA,
University of Windsor offers
Top Class Undergraduate
(Bachelors) degree
programs in a World Class
environment.
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Our Computer Science,
Business, Engineering and
Arts programs are among
the best in North America.
These are challenging
programs.You have to be
good at the beginning,
because you will be great
when you graduate!
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Tomorrow’s
e-business will be
dominated by a
relatively small
number of successful
service economies,
themselves centred on
hub or ‘smart’ cities,
such as Singapore or
Dubai. They will sit
astride the vital
infrastructure of the
communications
network in much the
same way that ports, such
as Venice, dominated trade of
the Mediterranean.

The UK government has set
itself the task of making Britain an
information superpower or, as Tony
Blair says, “the best place in the
world for e-business.” Is this
ambitious policy initiative realistic?
According to a survey of European
executives, Britain is viewed as the
preferred location to start an
Internet-related business, with
Germany and France in second
and third places. A third of
European managers perceive the
UK as the leading European
information economy, followed
closely again by Germany.

Professor Jim Norton, head of e-
business at the Institute of Directors
and author of UK e-commerce
policy, would argue that the country
is already the world leader in busi-
nesses trading online. But, he advises
that the criteria supporting this claim
should be viewed with caution for
two reasons. First, the definition of
trading online is too broad. Second,

the quoted percentages of businesses
are weighted by employment, so larger
companies dominate. “Where we
need to do better in the UK is for
businesses to overcome their instinct-
ive aversion to new technology,
looking beyond to the potential
impact on their business models.

“This is not a ‘new economy’; it is
a new set of tools and freedoms,
which are complementary and can be
usefully deployed in almost any ‘Old
Economy’ company. Last year’s
dotcom collapse is now focusing
attention on strategies which leverage
existing brands, focusing on traditional
values, customers, creativity, charging
and collaboration,” says Norton.

The real winners, he believes, will
be those companies which deal with
their customers consistently and
through a ‘clicks and mortar’ mix of
electronic and physical channels.

Oliver Roll, director of enterprise

The report concludes that
governments in Europe have long
tended to award grants and subsidies
in an attempt to foster growth and
entrepreneurial spirit, but that this is
not enough. The authors view the
whole environment—legislation and
regulation—as fundamental.
“Disregarding the needs or potential
of entrepreneurs and growth
companies, with their inherent impact
on the economy as job creators, could
severely limit the development of
national economies,” they say.

A rapid public sector acceptance
of e-business and ‘joined-up
government’ principles has quickly
established the UK as an example that
many other countries are starting to
follow. More than 40 percent of UK
government services are now available
online, and this is set to rise to nearly
75 per cent by 2002. New research
has revealed that nearly one in five
adults—18 percent—who use the
Internet do so to access web-based
government services or information.

As a nation, the UK is unique in
having an e-Envoy, Andrew Pinder,
the government’s “information age
evangelist”, responsible for
coordinating the evolution and the
delivery schedule for the many
“joined-up government” services and
websites. These include the new
citizens’ portal, UK-Online, as well as
the Government Gateway and UK-
Online for Business.

Pinder, who also has a broader

responsibility for driving forward the
digital revolution, may be encouraged
by the December figures from
NetValue, which show more than
11.5 million home Internet users in
the UK. The Government, according
to the e-Envoy, has also achieved its
2002 target of a million businesses
online a year early, and it is this
critical mass of small business use of
the Internet that makes Britain
remarkable.

Pinder believes the key elements
for a successful Internet economy are
found in a strong national
infrastructure: “A good telecom
infrastructure so that people can have
access to the Internet through one
source or another, whether that be
digital television or personal
computers at home or at work”.
Bandwidth is, he believes, a critical
issue: “We need to ensure that people
have the opportunity to take
advantage of the bandwidth. If there is
a key point, it is that the country
needs to have in place all the
infrastructure that allows those who
wish to join in the information
economy to do so.”

Government is so convinced that
websites accelerate the process of
change within the public sector, that
next week, in London, Lucian
Hudson, the Cabinet Office’s director
of e-communications, will bring
together Ministers, senior civil
servants and those with frontline
responsibility for producing sites and
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The FBI is investigating a damaging
computer assault on Microsoft after hackers
overwhelmed the company’s connection to
the Internet, leading to the closure of several
popular websites such as msn.com and
expedia.com.

The attack came after a difficult week for
the Seattle-based company. Its services,
used by millions of people and businesses,
also broke down for two days last week
because of a technical error, prompting
complaints from across the globe. Microsoft
said the two problems were unrelated.

The company called in the FBI yesterday when it realised that its system was the victim of
a “denial-of-service” attack on last week. Hackers had managed to overwhelm the company’s
extensive network with so much fake traffic that legitimate users were blocked. This
increasingly common form of hacking is described as similar to hundreds of people calling
one telephone line.

The company said in a statement: “It is unfortunate that an individual or group of
individuals would engage in this kind of illegal activity.” Microsoft blamed its earlier problems,
which knocked out its main corporate site and its msn.com portal, on employee error.
Complaints flooded in after the company’s websites started producing unexpected results.
For example, the central clock on Asheron’s Call, a multiplayer role-playing game hosted on
Microsoft’s gaming zone, started to go backwards.

Microsoft said a technician made a “mistaken configuration change” to the computers that
guide web surfers to its sites.

The Seattle-based company was subject to a daring hacker assault last October. Although
the case is still under investigation, it emerged that the unidentified intruders had been able
to study Microsoft’s network unobserved for six weeks. Using stolen passwords, they then
used Microsoft’s Hotmail service to send snippets of the company’s source code to an email
address in Russia. � (Guardian)
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their content. “The Government,”
says Hudson, “already has a
significant web presence. The
challenge is to ensure that whatever
we do with our websites not only
reflects accurately what
government can deliver but holds
up the promise that government is
becoming increasingly more
responsive and approachable.”

The Victorians might have
recognised the chemistry at work
here. Britain has always enjoyed a
unique form of public- and
private-sector partnership, one
that fuelled the commercial and
legislative foundation of an
entrepreneurial and aggressive
merchant economy. Times may
change, but the principles and
lessons of the past remain much
the same, even in this early post-
industrial period of our history.
Sound policy, deregulation and
inward investment offer Britain
an advantage and an
opportunity to benefit from the
new wealth that will come
from being the leading ‘smart’
economy in Europe.

Meanwhile, nations unable
or unwilling to respond to the
social and political challenges
that accompany the
information age may discover,
to their cost, that equally rapid
forces of economic
disadvantage can also work at
Internet speeds. � (Guardian)
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marketing at
Microsoft,
suggests one area
where the UK has
advantages because
of government efforts.

“This,” he says, “is its
support for universal access,

a reduction in bureaucracy and
through the
creation of a digital

framework capable of
offering public services and

transactional services, such as
VAT returns over the Internet. As a
nation of random entrepreneurs, I
don’t think that Britain has any
inherent advantage in turning smart
ideas into business successes. The
great challenge lies in matching our
existing industry and management
skills with such new ideas and
methods of doing business over the
Internet,” says Roll.

A report by Growth Plus Europe,
the entrepreneurs’ group, and Arthur
Andersen illustrates the lead that the
UK has over the rest of Europe in the
entrepreneur contest. Behind Britain
lies Spain, followed by Italy and the
Netherlands. The two largest
continental economies, Germany and
France, rank near the bottom of the
10-nation survey. In addition, the UK
and the US are considered equal in
the business environment segment,
which includes corporate and
individual taxes, new business
formation, and capital gains tax rates.
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SAN FRANCISCO - After the
apocalyptic predictions for Y2K
came to nothing, the radical right
and the racist movement have
seized upon a new date to rally
the troops: 2050, when
demographers say non-Latino
whites will become a numerical
minority in the United States.

White supremacists are
yowling mightily about this.
They claim that United States
Census Bureau projections
validate what they’ve been
maintaining all along—that
“native” whites are in danger of
being bred out of existence.
What’s at stake, they insist, is
nothing less than the survival of
America’s core national identity,
its essential whiteness, which is
fading from within as the US
becomes ever more
“mongrelised”.

At present, 72 percent of the
US population is classified as
white. But this percentage is
declining because of lower birth
rates among Caucasians and the
sustained immigration of non-
European foreigners during the
past three decades. Today,
newcomers to the US are mostly
Asians and Latinos. And with
little hope for appreciable
improvement in opportunity in
much of the southern
hemisphere, the influx of
immigrants is not likely to abate
any time soon.

California, a land built by
immigrants, is the most populous
state in the US and the runaway
leader in the ethnic mixing of
North America. In 1970, eight

out of 10 Californians were non-
Latino whites; as of last August,
the heavy flow of migrants from
Latin America and Asia had
reduced the proportion of
Caucasians to 49 percent, making
California the third state—after
New Mexico and Hawaii—where
white people are not a majority.

The arrival of large numbers of
foreigners has triggered a
xenophobic backlash that’s likely
to get worse as the economy
weakens. Non-white immigrants
are often the targets of racial
abuse. Reported hate crimes in
California have increased 11
percent since 1995, mirroring a
nation-wide pattern. Some right-
wing extremists prophesy the

cataclysmic break-up of the union.
Thomas W Chittum, a New
Jersey-based Vietnam veteran,
proclaims in his book Civil War
Two, that the US will splinter
into ethnically-based national
regions: “America was born in
blood. America suckled on blood.
America gorged on blood and grew
into a giant, and America will
drown in blood.”

White separatists have set up
groups such as Americans for Self-
Determination, one of whose
founders, Jeff Anderson, urged
that “the US be partitioned into
states for blacks, whites, Latinos,
and so on, along with the
multiracial states for those who
wish to continue with this

experiment”. Attacking non-
white immigration as “out of
control” has long been a tactic of
fringe groups such as the Ku Klux
Klan, but it wasn’t until the Cold
War ended that immigration
became a hot-button issue, and
mainstream US politicians,
eager to find scapegoats for
their own policy failures,
frantically jumped on the anti-
immigrant bandwagon.

Ruth Conniff of The Progressive
observed: “What were once
considered right-wing views on
immigration—that the United
States is being ‘invaded’ by the
Third World, that immigrants pose
a threat to the American economy
and way of life, and that the

COMMENT by MARTIN A. LEE

borders need military
fortification—have become part of
the accepted wisdom.”

For evidence of extreme-
right encroachment in US
politics, consider the ties that
bind Republican Party
heavyweights such as Senate
majority leader Trent Lott and
attorney general-designate John
Ashcroft, to hard-core, neo-
Confederate organisations (the
Council of Conservative
Citizens and the Southern
Partisan, respectively) that
equate race mixing with
genocide and routinely defend
the legacy of slavery.
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Today’s more image-conscious
white-power advocates eschew
heavy-handed master-race
rhetoric. Couching their
arguments in coded language
that recasts bigotry as ethnic
pride, they talk about preserving
white identity and protecting
the rights of European
Americans, which are allegedly
under assault. Trumpeting what
has since become the standard
Republican line on “giveaway
programmes” and “special
preferences” for minorities,
white supremacists maintain
that their deteriorating status in
society is primarily a conse-
quence of “reverse discrimi-
nation” aimed at fair-skinned
folk –not the result of global
economic forces and social
processes that are having a

disruptive impact on
almost everyone.

Xenophobic campaigns
spearheaded by far-right activists
culminated in draconian
legislation enacted during the
Clinton administration, which
sharply curtailed federal benefits
and legal protection for
immigrants and asylum seekers.
Passed in 1996, the new laws
amounted to “the most sustained
attack on immigrants rights in
modern times,” according to
Lucas Guttentag of the American
Civil Liberties Union. Two years
earlier, the Immigration and
Naturalisation Service launched
Operation Gatekeeper, a $300
million effort to create an
electronic wall along the
entire Mexican border to keep
undocumented foreigners out.
Stepped-up border patrols forced
many immigrants to seek entry
under life-threatening conditions,
resulting in over 600 deaths since
the operation began.

Meanwhile, Amnesty
International has condemned
abusive practices by the US
Border Control, charging that
many detainees are beaten,
raped, and denied food, water,
warmth, and medical attention
for long periods. It’s a rather
sobering testament to how
far we’ve come as a country
since the Statue of Liberty was
erected to welcome all
immigrants. ��(IPS)
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� IN BRUSSELS

he top European Union (EU)
environment official last
week expressed concern that

US president George W. Bush
would undermine international
efforts to cut down on the

greenhouse gas emissions widely
believed to cause global warming.

Presenting the European
Commission’s new action
programme for the environment,
which envisions global cuts in
greenhouse gases by 20 to 40

percent by 2020, EU Environ-
ment Commissioner Margot
Wallström told journalists here
that Bush should be judged on his
actions. However, referring to the
Bush presidential campaign’s
opposition to elements of the
Kyoto Protocol, the climate
change treaty negotiated at a
United Nations summit three
years ago, she said: “I am a bit
worried, I have to say, after some
of the statements I have seen.”

The 1997 agreement calls on
developed countries to collec-
tively reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions—mainly carbon dioxide
from the burning of fossil fuels—
by at least five percent below
1990 levels by 2012. Under the
treaty, which has not yet been
ratified by any industrialised
countries, the United States
would cut emissions by seven
percent below 1990 levels, EU
Member States by an average
of eight percent, and Japan by
six percent.

The Commission’s proposal
announced last week—‘Environ-

ment 2010: Our Future, Our
Choice’—focuses on four major
areas for action: climate change,
health and the environment,
nature and bio-diversity and
natural resource management.
The focus of the proposed new
programme is the achievement of
the EU’s eight percent emission
reduction target for 2008-2012
under the Kyoto Protocol.
However, the Commission also
calls for more far-reaching global
emission cuts in the order of 20
to 40 percent by 2020 and cites
the scientific estimate that in the
longer term a 70 percent global
greenhouse gas emission
reduction as compared to 1990
will be needed to prevent
global warming.

Commissioner Wallström
stresses: “The scientists have
told us clearly that we must face
up to climate change or else
accept dramatic consequences.
Making the Kyoto Protocol
operational is not easy, as
everybody knows, but it can
really only be a first step.”

Environment ministers and
diplomats from more than 180
countries suspended intensive
negotiations 25 November
towards that “first step” after
failing to reach an agreement on
guidelines for reducing heat-
trapping greenhouse gases at
The Hague summit. The talks
ended in failure because the
United States and the EU could
not agree on several key
protocol provisions—including
the amount of credit a country
could get by investing in
climate-protection projects
abroad, and how much
credit toward emissions cuts
could be gained by using forests
to absorb carbon dioxide.
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Key political issues including an
international emissions trading
system, the rules for counting
emissions reductions from
carbon “sinks”—such as
forests—and a compliance
regime have not been resolved.
Rules for setting up the so-
called Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM), which
would allow developed coun-
tries to meet a portion of their
emissions reduction targets by
funding clean energy projects in
developing countries, are also
open questions.

Delegates later agreed to
resume the Sixth Session of the
Conference of Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on

Climate Change—the formal name
of The Hague conference—in late
May in Bonn. However, the
Netherlands, whose environment
minister, Jan Pronk, chairs the
conference, said last week that Bush
has asked for a two-month
postponement in order to allow his
administration to prepare.

Under the outgoing Clinton
administration, US negotiators
had pressed for unlimited
emissions trading, which would
allow companies to buy and sell
carbon credits or invest in clean
technologies abroad to reach their
emissions reduction targets.
The EU, however, wants
countries to achieve a significant
portion of their emissions cuts
through domestic programmes
that scale down the burning of
fossil fuels in power plants,
factories and automobiles.

‘Environment 2010: Our
Future, Our Choice’ points to the
need for structural changes
especially in the EU transport and
energy sectors, for stronger efforts
in energy-efficiency and energy-
saving, for the establishment of an
EU-wide emissions trading
scheme, for further research and
technological development and
for awareness-raising with citizens
so that they can contribute to
reducing emissions. At the same
time, it acknowledges a certain
degree of climate change is
expected to happen and says the
EU needs to put in place
measures to adapt. � (IPS)
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Stanley Forman’s famous photograph of an African-American lawyer being beaten and trampled having
accidentally stumbled into a demonstration against court-ordered school busing.
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IN DHAKA
ixty-five-year-old Reaz Sarkar
died of a stroke while being
taken to hospital in a

rickshaw, a 30-kilometre journey from
his village. He could have been taken
to a sub-district health centre, only 10
kilometres away. But, as Reaz Sarkar’s
son, schoolteacher Abdur Rafiq
bitterly complains, the centre is in a
very poor state of health itself.

“Doctors do not stay at the
centre, drugs and other medical needs
are generally sold out,” says Rafiq,
alluding to widespread corruption in
government-run medical institutions.
The government admits that
irregularities have existed in state
hospitals and health centres for quite
some time, that medicines meant for
free distribution are sold by
unscrupulous employees.
Consequently, patients are forced to
buy medicines from private
pharmacies on prescriptions provided
by government doctors.

Reaz Sarkar could also have been
taken to a Health and Family Welfare
Centre (HFWC), which is even closer
to his village in Rajshahi district. But
it is virtually inactive, run by a single
paramedic. There are 3,275 HFWCs
in the country’s 4,470 unions—the
lowest tier of local government—first
set up in the late 1980s. But they
hardly function.

So rural patients make long treks
to the nearest hospitals at the district
headquarters for even common
ailments such as anaemia, gastritis and
simple tumours. This is a pity, for
Bangladesh once blazed a trail among
developing countries when it unfurled
an enlightened health and drugs policy
after independence. That policy and
the working of medical institutions
came under sharp scrutiny during an
international conference—the
People’s Health Assembly—held in
Dhaka last month, attended by some

3,000 delegates from 95 countries.
Bangladesh, like every other country,
had failed to meet the target of
‘Health for All’ by the year 2000 set
out at the 1979 Alma Ata Conference
on Primary Health Care. It now plans
to establish some 18,500 community
health centres across the country, each
providing essential health services to
6,000 people. The World Bank is
financing the project.

Critics of the government, such as
Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury, one of the
organisers of the Assembly and long-
time advocate of alternative healthcare
systems, say health policies these days
are designed to please multinational
drug corporations and are profit
driven. “Why do we need
community health centres when
the union health and family
welfare centres are lying inactive?
Community healthcare is a fake, a
bluff to hoodwink people,”
says Chowdhury, who helped
design Bangladesh’s first

pharmaceuticals policy.
The Bangladeshi doctor, who has

been working with an alternative
system since the country’s
independence in 1972, suggests
forming a “local health authority” and
providing all essential service packages
from one centre under the supervision
of the authority. This was the
cornerstone of Bangladesh’s 1990
national health policy, supported by
the 1982 drugs policy. “The 1990
health policy was a very pro-people
policy,” Chowdhury said in a post-
Assembly interview. So successful that
it was replicated in many developing
countries and in Europe.

Under the drugs policy, some
1,700 brands of non-essential
medicines were banned. The
government also prohibited
manufacture of the same medicine
under different brand names, to stop
companies from charging different
prices for the same medicine and
confusing buyers. The government

also fixed a maximum consultation fee
for private doctors, including
specialists, and reduced fees for
subsequent visits.

However, attempts to ban
government doctors from private
practice came under fire from the
Bangladesh Medical Association
(BMA), the professional body of
doctors. Currently, although prices of
117 drugs are officially controlled,
there are many—particularly
imported drugs—which are outside
the control of the Drugs
Administration. Pain-killing injections
cost $3.40 each at a government
hospital in Dhaka. The same injection
produced by Chowdhury’s non-
government Ganoshastya Kendra
(People’s Health Centre) sells at the
maximum retail price of $0.37 each.
But the government health
administration has refused to prescribe
his drugs at its hospitals. The
government defends the high price on
the grounds that there should be
control over drugs that could have
narcotic uses.

“Certainly there should be
control over the narcotic drugs,”
Chowdhury agrees. “But life-saving
drugs should also be made easily
available for patients in surgical cases
to save them from being fleeced in the
market.” Chowdhury, having served in
a makeshift field hospital during
Bangladesh’s liberation war, set up the
Centre after independence to
challenge the idea of a health system
based on profit. His organisation also
mass-produces an antibiotic injection
that sells at a third $3.50 of the cost
of a multinational product $9.40.

Articulating fears about
globalisation handing over
increasing powers to multinational
drugs companies, Bangladesh
Commerce Minister Abdul Jalil told
the Health Assembly: “Our aim
should be not only fair trade, but
trade with a human face. It should
be our overriding endeavour [in
trade negotiations] to make
benefits of modern research
available for the good of the
common man.” � (Gemini)
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NEW DELHI – An Indian government telecom company
last month launched cheap cellphone services in India,
triggering a price war with private operators.

There was a scramble for connections in the capital
city as the state-run Mahanagar Telephone
Nigam Limited (MTNL), opened bookings
for the first 100,000 subscribers. MTNL,
which monopolises fixed telephone line
services in Delhi and Mumbai, will
charge six cents for every ten minutes
on outgoing calls. Incoming calls will
be charged at 0.3 cents for ten
minutes—nearly half that charged by
private operators. There are two
private operators and 430,000
cellular subscribers in Delhi. MTNL
will also start cell phone services
in Mumbai in February. Mumbai
presently has 465,000 cell phone
subscribers and two private
operators. The Cell Operators
Association of India warned that
MTNL’s entry into the sector would deter foreign
investment.

India’s Economic Times said in an editorial that it
was too early for MTNL to be celebrating, given its well-
known inefficiency. “We wish it success and hope it will
make mobile telecom more competitive. But above all,
we fervently wish that MTNL be privatised as soon as
possible,” the paper noted. “Privatise these
(government) behemoths before it is too late.”

Till the arrival of cell telephony in India, the
government monopolised all telephone services.
Telephone connections took years and many bribes to
get. However, MTNL’s entry into the cell phone market is
expected to bring the service within reach of ordinary
Indians who can’t afford the private operators’ high
tariffs.

According to R.K. Pachauri, who heads the
prestigious, New Delhi-based Tata Energy Research
Institute, cell phones can also be used to support
development schemes in the countryside in the mainly
rural nation. He cites the example of Bangladesh, where
mobile phone services are being used as a
development tool. One of Bangladesh’s best known
NGOs—the Grameen Bank—has given cell phones to
women leaders who are part of the bank’s income-
generation schemes.

“Most of the calls were made to find out market
information saving people trips to markets in the cities—
India has a lot to learn from the Bangladesh
experience,” says Pachauri. (IPS)
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IN PESHAWAR/LONDON

troubled expression hangs on
Haji Guldad’s face as he
speaks of his uncertain future.

For 13 years the ageing Afghan has
lived with his family in the Pakistani
border town of Peshawar, from where
he made frequent visits to his
homeland for “business”. Until
recently, Guldad was an opium dealer.

He would buy the drug at a
bazaar in north-east Afghanistan and
sell it to dealers across the country.
The contraband would then find its
way to heroin labs in remote areas of
Afghanistan, or across the
mountainous border into
neighbouring Iran and Pakistan.

But times are changing for a
troubled country that provides most
of the world’s illegal opiates—heroin,
morphine and opium—to 13.5
million drug-abusers around the
globe. “It’s not easy now to do
business in Afghanistan,” Guldad
admits. Business has suffered
immensely due to drought and a
decree banning cultivation of opium
poppies imposed last July by Mulla
Omar, the supreme leader of the
hardline Islamic Taliban regime. “If
the ban continues for another year,
the drug business will become
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secondary to falconry,” Guldad says,
referring to the popular Afghan sport.

Like Guldad, more and more
Afghans are leaving the illegal drug
trade. Families that once relied on
poppy income are looking for other
means of living, forced out by what
Guldad calls “unfavourable
circumstances”. Despite this,
Afghanistan has been the world’s
largest producer of illegal opium since
1994, with Myanmar a distant

second. Together they accounted for
95 percent of the world’s illegal opium
production in 1999, according to
United Nations International Drug
Control Programme (UNDCP)
figures published late January.

Guldad’s frustrations come as the
UNDCP steps up its fight to
eliminate illegal opium production in
Asia. The agency is working with
Afghanistan’s neighbours—China,
Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan—as
well as Kyrgyzstan, the United States
and Russia to create a “security belt”
around it in order to check smuggling
and prevent opium production from
spreading to other countries. Opium,
and its refined products, heroin and
morphine, flow from Afghanistan via
Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and the
Balkans to Western Europe, where
they have become the most
problematic of all illegal drugs.

Other UN efforts involve
convincing opium farmers to embrace
alternative activities, including
growing other crops, to phase out
poppy cultivation in Afghanistan in
five years. “Clearly Afghanistan
remains the challenge for the global
community in terms of curtailing
opium production and hence the
availability of heroin,” the UNDCP
report says. “Rising to this challenge
will not be easy.”

In the past the US has questioned
the effectiveness of the UN’s anti-drug
programme. “Efforts at crop
eradication, drug supply reduction,
counter narcotics law enforcement,
and demand reduction have
completely failed,” the US declared in
its 1999 International Narcotics
Control Strategy Report.

Afghanistan’s internal turmoil has
only added to the problem. The
country, devastated by 23 years of civil
war, ranks at the bottom of all
measures of human development.
Illegal activities have become key to
people’s survival, and cultivators and
drug traders see opium as their only
means of existence.

While the Taliban, which is
fighting the Northern Alliance for
control of Afghanistan, has made
gestures to halt poppy farming, the
US maintains that there is “no
political will” to seriously curb the
opium trade. “These factions,
especially the Taliban, who control 97
percent of the territory where poppy is
grown, promote poppy cultivation to
finance their war machines,” the US

report stated. “… They are in
active collusion with smugglers and
criminal elements to manufacture
and export heroin.”

An Afghan journalist, who did not
wish to be named, said that efforts to
halt drug trafficking are likely to fail
because it is impossible to monitor all
the tribes that straddle the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border, who
move freely between the countries.
He noted that even the former Soviet
Union, which had a huge military
presence in Afghanistan from 1979 to
1988, tried but failed to stop arms
flow from Pakistan with all the
military forces at its disposal.

In Pakistan, the head of the
military-run Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) questions the UN policy.
Brigadier Shahidullah Khan says a
security belt around Afghanistan will
not work because it is impossible to
physically monitor its 2,200-km
long border with Pakistan.
Hundreds of little routes criss-cross
the inhospitable mountains
allowing drugs to filter into
Pakistan from Afghanistan’s north-
west, he explains.

Khan supports using alternative
activities to wean away farmers and
dealers from the opium trade—a
move that requires political will and
international support. As the
ageing Guldad faces a crossroad in
his life, between the assured income
from opium and the unknown,
such incentives may be what he
needs to face an uncertain
future. � (Gemini)
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Jana Bhawana Weekly, 29 Janury 2001

“Pondering over a cabinet reshuffle.” The lettering on the bom reads “Lauda Air Scandal”.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
In the present situation, even when the fascist Girija government is carrying out major killings and resorting to
terror, we reiterate our willingness to begin talks if the minimum atmosphere for dialogue is created.

—Maoist leader Prachanda in a statement issued on 28 January, reacting to the approval of the ordinance by
King Birendra to set up an Armed Police Force, Janadesh, 30 January.

������������������������������
(Excerpts from an interview with Gajendra Narayan Singh, President, Nepal
Sadbhavana Party, Jana Aastha, 24 January)

Indian newspapers have repeatedly and forcefully stated that your party
always supports India?
The Soviet flag was the flag of all communist parties in the world. The Soviet
Union felt that communist parties across the world were its supporters, but this
was not true. The NSP flag too is similar to the flag of India. That is probably
why they must be saying that.
Not only the flag, your actions and thoughts too seem to point in that
direction.
Yes. Even today we see no fault with India. We will never oppose India. Right
from 1951, without Indian support we would not have been able to overthrow the Rana regime, and the
monarchy could not have been saved. In fact our membership at the UN would not have been easy if India
had not supported us.
From what you say, you sound like a stooge of India?
The Valley-based papers have never wanted the advancement of tarai-based people. That is why they always
write against us. There may be small faults with India too, but we will be the losers if we oppose India.
Why?
Indo-Nepal friendship is not determined by or based on individuals. It is natural; circumstances have brought
us together and forced us to move ahead together.
What has your party to say regarding what happened during the Hrithik Roshan incident?
Our party wrote to the prime minister. We asked the government to make public all facts concerning this
incident: how did it happen, who was responsible and why did it happen? If a person is killed the government
gives Rs 100,000 to the family. But it is not merely a question of compensation. The government must
be able to present facts and identify the guilty. The accused must be brought forward and presented
before the victims.
Who do you think are the culprits?
We have heard that the youth wings of the five Left parties, the Nepali Congress and the Rastriya Prajatantra
Party have done it.
Is it true that to counter the attack on the people in the Valley that took place from 26-28 December you
called for a tarai bandh?
People always oppress the weakest class. The Madhesis are the weakest, and we called the bandh to show our
support for them.
The UML student wing was involved in the movement first, and then it organised a rally for peace and
unity. No one thought of this rally earlier. Therefore, some believe that it was upon orders from a
neighbouring country. Is this true?
First of all this cannot be called a movement. Movements are held for revenge. This was mischief. You
mention orders from a neighbouring country. I know nothing about this. The truth is, to save their lives the
Madhesis ran for cover. Then to gather their votes, the NC and the UML held a rally for peace and unity. If
this rally were not held, Madhav Nepal’s party would have broken up. These events took place in the UML
and NC areas too. Everyone was scared, and to guard their vote banks they held this rally. Wait till the
elections. The NC and UML will pay a great price for this. If they wanted to hold this rally, they should have
done so when the riots were taking place.
How come only you know that India was angry over this incident?
See, you are my friend. If I make a mistake, you will be angry with me and I will be hurt. Nepal and India
have been friends for a long time, and still we made a big issue over something that wasn’t even true.
Is it true that India went all out to defeat Bam Dev?
I am not the Indian ambassador. Bam Dev lost, and I am sad because of it. Now, what is surprising is the fact
that not even a single vote in his constituency was invalid.
Without lying, can you tell us with which political leaders of India are you in touch?
There is no party in Nepal that is not in contact with Indian political parties. Every party has contacts, and
our party does too. Their leaders remember me, and Chinese and North Korean leaders attended my party
convention too.
Financially how does your party function and how do you pay your workers?
At the present moment we are imparting Gandhian training in our party. Gandhiji taught that party
workers must not be treated as servants. Therefore our party workers are not paid at all. We run the party
on donations.
You are a zamindar. Why do you have to raise donations?
Not me, my father was a zamindar. Once Madhav Nepal and Bam Dev told me, “We hear you have 1,000
bighas of land.” I told Madhav Nepal: “I am 4-5 years senior to you in politics. I never had a job like you
anywhere. I spent my life in jail or in politics. I never had the time to protect my property.”
How much land do you own?
My father had 140 bighas of land. We are four brothers and each got 30 bighas, and my father kept 20
bighas for himself. Today I do not have 30 bighas. I have spent 4-5 bighas on politics.
Do you see any changes taking place in the country at the present moment?
No, no. Democracy and the multiparty system are not going to fade from this country. There may be several
problems at present, but democracy will remain. If there is no democracy, where will the party of the
Madhesis go? Where will the party of the oppressed go? Democracy cannot be destroyed.
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Jana Bhawana, 22 January

To please its political masters,
Radio Nepal broadcast live the
10th National Convention of the
Nepali Congress from Pokhara.
This is the first time that a
convention of any national party
has been broadcast live. It all goes
to show that people will do
anything to please their political
bosses. It should be remembered
that Radio Nepal is run by the
taxpayers’ hard earned money.
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Saptahik Bimarsa, 26 January

It appears that the most discussed
person at the Nepali Congress
convention was Bam Dev Gautam.
What he said in his speech to the
delegates raised his profile. He said:
“Whatever needs to be done can be
only done by the Congress. If the
Congress cannot do it, then there is
no one else who can take the
country forward. Therefore the
Congress should move ahead and

start the work of nation building.”
This definitely made Bam Dev the
topic of every discussion in Pokhara.
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Saptahik Bimarsa, 26 January

Many wives were seen campaigning
for their husbands at the

Convention. Dr Arzu Deuba,
leading a group of 10 women, was
found vocally canvassing for her
husband, Sher Bahadur Deuba. Not
to be left behind, the wives of Bipin
Koirala, Dr Prakash Saran Mahat,
and Chandra Bhandari too
campaigned for their husbands.
Interestingly, all candidates who
had their wives out campaigning for
them lost the elections.
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Janadharana, 25 January

General secretary of the Rastriya
Jana Morcha, Nava Raj Subedi, has
accused the Maoists of kidnapping,
torturing and looting members of
the RJM. He said this at a press
conference held recently in the
capital. He further stated that
recently the Maoists had raped the
wife of a Pyuthan resident, Man
Bahadur Thapa. The Maoists had
asked Thapa for Rs 25,000, and

when Thapa failed to cough up the
amount the Maoists took away
Thapa’s 51-year-old wife and raped
her. Similarly, Maoists kidnapped
Goma Bhandari of Dang and
threatened her. In another
incident, Durga Rana of Phuthan
too was kidnapped and it was only
after some time that she was
released. The RJM general
secretary has asked Maoists to stop
this behaviour, and warned that the
RJM may have to resort to strong
action to counter the Maoists. He
stated that the RJM was fully
prepared to act against the Maoists
if they did not behave themselves.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Budhabar, 24 January

In Rukum, Maoists have
established their ‘people’s
government’. The people’s
government is now trying to force
its will on the followers of the
UML and other parties. The UML,
with a view to strengthening its
party, started a nationwide
programme but when UML
workers entered Rukum, it appears
that the people’s government was
terrified and passed a new directive.
The people’s government, led by
one Purna Bahadur Gharti, has
passed a rule stating that if anyone
from outside or within the district
wants to conduct a programme,
prior information must be given to
the people’s government and
permission sought from them. The
people’s government will then
decide on whether to grant them
permission or not.

A source in the UML said:
“We, the UML, did not tolerate
the dictatorship of the Ranas, the
Panchayat system and the
Congress. We will not tolerate
the dictatorship of the people’s
government too. Maybe they
think we will get scared and stop
our programme. But we will not
stop; that directive is of no
concern to us.”

�������� & ���

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

���$������ ��'
Jana Awhan, 26 January

In a press release issued by the
political commissioner Anil and
platoon commander Asim of the
Maoist forces in the eastern sector,
sub-division 3, the Maoists claimed
responsibility for the attack on
the house of minister Surendra
Choudhary.  The attack, they
said, took place because the
minister was corrupt and was
harassing people in the
surrounding areas. The Maoists
destroyed the house worth
almost Rs 2.5 million, and looted
Rs 270,000 in cash, 40 silver
coins, 2 kg of silver, 3 tolas of gold,
2 guns, cartridges and other
documents. The rebels also took
with them the minister’s father,

mother, sister and some other
people, but released them later.

The Maoists also stated that in

retaliation police have moved into
the area and are harassing the
people. They warned that if the
local people are not left alone
then they would be forced to
resort to some action again.

!��(���"�����
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Sambodhan, 26 January

On 14 January the police
resorted to lathi charge and fired
at prisoners to stop riots that
broke out in Banke prison. Two
prisoners were killed and a
number of them wounded. The
Parliamentary Committee on
Foreign Affairs and Human
Rights formed a committee to
hold an inquiry and present
their findings to the Committee.
A four-member committee was
thus formed under the
chairmanship of Som Nath
Pandey; other members included
Nava Raj Subedi, Pasupati
Choulagai and Govind Bikram
Shah. This committee has now
presented their findings.
According to them, the CDO of
Banke should be immediately
dismissed and action taken
against him. Others against
whom action is suggested are
DSP Arun Kumar, and the chief
of the jail Mohan Poudel.

The 15-page report contains
all details pertaining to the case.
It states the manner in which
the report was filed, how facts
were collected, and also
mentions sources. It then gives
its conclusion and
recommendations.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Budhabar, 24 January

“If the present Prime Minister
Girija Koirala remains in office,
this nation is going to face more
problems. Therefore the UML
demands the resignation of the
PM. If he does not resign of his
own will, the UML will then be
forced to start protests in
parliament and on the streets.”

On the day Koirala was
elected as president of his party,
the standing committee of the
UML decided to demand his
resignation. The party general
secretary, Madhav Nepal,
chaired the meeting and they
discussed the role that UML
would have to play in the
coming days and in the
upcoming winter session of
Parliament. This was stated in a
signed press release, released by
the Party recently.

The meeting decided that
the NC had failed to do
anything beneficial for the
country. Instead of controlling
corruption, stopping the reign of
terror, dealing with the lack of
security and the bad state of
affairs, the NC was doing
nothing and proving to be very
incompetent. It added that
although the PAC had proved
that the PM was involved in the
Lauda Air case he is not
accepting responsibility. He has
also not been able to resolve the
Maoist problem. It is also wrong
to hand over the management of
two major banks in the country
to foreign management. The
UML has decided to discuss
these issues with various
political parties and chart a
future course of action.

Arzu Deuba

Choudhary
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The most convenient and economic way to surf the internet
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1. Illegal and attractive (3)
4. Friend of the court, partly (6)
10. Mimic the simian (3)
11. Kids’ vehicle (6)
12. Face a source of teenage

angst (3)
13. Black Sea port, filed away (6)
14. Make furious (6)
16. Sometimes a source of

needles (3)
17. Mao’s great move (4)
18. Steel alloy metal (2)
20. Hospital worker (2)
22. Send away annoyances with

this insect in the ear (4)
26. Any and sundry (3)
29. Nash poem on wasters (6)
31. Lounge lizard’s shoe (6)
33. Some Chinese

callisthenics (3)
34. Brazilian shaker (6)
35. Same old bully (3)
36. Patron saint of Scotland (6)
37. Porker’s writing implement (3)

����

1. Nutty eyes (5)
2. Express ponderously (5)
3. Four, sometimes fish (5)
4. Excited chattering (4)
5. Modulate, demodulate (5)
6. Kill coldly (3)
7. Moolah (4)
8. Small part of Big Dipper (4)
9. Stop (4)
15. Yearly hire-purchase rate (3)
19. FIFA for the Yanks (3)
21. Not my girl, my sister’s (5)
23. Never-ending. There’s

no _ (2,3)
24. Delete (5)
25. “Orientals”, American (5)
26. Cleave the Kazakh capital (4)
27. Take, only temporarily (4)
28. Essential soul-food fat (4)
30. Disappointing end to game (4)
32. Pavilions sometimes are (3)

Name............................................................................................
Ph.................................email........................................................
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Of the three correct entries, the
lucky winner is Armila C. Shakya

QUICKWORD  ANSWER 17

ABOUT TOWN
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��Caravan A charity screening of the Oscar-nominated movie shot in the Dolpo region of Nepal. Funds
raised from the show will go to Thinley Lundup Lama. Venue: Russian Culture Centre, Kamalpokhari.. 2
February 5.00 pm. Tickets Rs 200 and Rs 500. Available at the Shangrila Channel office in Sano
Gaucharan and at the venue. 421611
 ��Mon Oncle (My Uncle) French movie with English sub-titles. Moliere Auditorium, Alliance Francaise,
Thapathali. 4 February 2.00 pm. Free entry. 242832
��Free movie of your choice on big screen at The Conference Room, Gazabko Cocktail Café Marcopolo
Hotel. 3 February 2.00 pm. 416432.
��Nepali and Hindi movie online ticket bookings at www.nepalshop.com

����	
� ���

��Authentic Nepali Sekuwa (Barbecue) Regular Friday night Sekuwa in the lamp-lit courtyard resumes 2
February at Dwarika’s Hotel. Select your own appetisers, momos, salads and choice of meats as well as
delicious desserts. Package includes one free drink and lucky draw. Reservations recommended. 479488
��Chinese Food Festival A month-long festival honouring the Year of the Snake offers a wide variety of
authentic Chinese cuisine prepared by Chef Wong Jun from Chendu in Szechuan Until 22 February. Hotel
Shangri La. 412999
��Weekend Brunch Mixed cuisine with a salad bar and desserts at The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel. 3
February 10:30am-2:30pm. Rs550 per person. 411818
��Lavish Brunch with free swimming at the Shambala Garden, Shangri-La Hotel. 12:00 noon to 3pm
Rs750 with 25% discount for members. 435741
��Chulo Batta Nepali cuisine buffet lunch with live Nepali music at the Sunrise Cafe, Yak & Yeti Hotel.
Rs700+tax. From 12 noon. Reservations. 248999.

����

��Tranquil Tones Mahayantra, the fusion trio of Navaraj Gurung, Sunil Bardewa and Manose Singh. Also
playing Kala Premi, Chirag Bangdel, Rappaz Union. Hotel Shahanshah International, Dhapasi. 10 February
6.00 pm. Ticket Rs500. Available at Simply Shutters, Banu’s, Maya’s Cocktail Pub, G’s Terrace, The Jump
Club and the venue. Organised by Stimulus Advertisers.
��Jazz by Cadenza at Upstairs Restaurant, Lazimpat. Every
Saturday 7.30 pm—10.00 pm.
��Rock and Blues Robin ‘n’ Looza play rock, blues, soul, and
Nepali tunes at The Bamboo Club, Thamel. Every Friday evening.
��Live Shows Various bands at The Red Onion Bar, Lazimpat.
Every evening. 416071
��Chakra The Piano Lounge at the Yak & Yeti Hotel. Every
evening 7pm onwards. 248999
��Unplugged Syabru Lama plays guitar at the Coffee Shop, Hotel
De l’ Annapurna. Everyday 7.30pm—10pm. 221711
��Classical Guitar Kishor Gurung plays classical favourites at the Chimney, Hotel Yak & Yeti. Everyday
8pm onwards. 248999

��	�

��Classical Nepali Dances based on Buddhist and Hindu epics and the Tantric pantheon at the Great
Pagoda, Hotel Vajra. Every Tuesday, 7pm onwards. Rs300. 271545
��Ballads and Dances of Old Tibet performed by Tsering Gurmey and Tsering Paljor at the Naga Theatre,
Hotel Vajra. Every Thursday, 7pm onwards. Rs400. 271545
��Traditional Dances every evening at Dwarika’s Hotel courtyard. Enjoy drinks from a choice of two bars. No
entrance charge, but reservations are recommended for diners. 479488.

���	��

��Friends of the Bagmati River Meet A gathering of concerned citizens to set up an project to develop a
realistic and pro-active movement leading to a sustainable water restoration programme, and highlight the
sacred waters of the Valley. Become a Friend by attending the monthly meetings. 4 February, 3 pm. Dwarika’s
Hotel. More information at dwarika@mos.com.np and 479488.
��Weekend Painting Workshop for children conducted by Cecile Houdret. Alliance Francaise, Thapathali.
All day, 3 February. 241163.
��Son Et Lumiere A temple’s tale as told by the temple itself. Classical dance and music in the temple
courtyard followed by Sita ko bhojan—Sita’s feast fit for Rama. Performers include Nassa Culture Academy,
Nepal Music Academy and Instant Karma. Dwarika’s Hotel. Rs1100 for adults and Rs800 for children. Fund-
raiser for restoration of the temple. 24 February, Ramachandra Courtyard, Battisputali. Information and
tickets at dwarika@mos.com.np and 479488.

���������	

��Photo exhibtion marking 50 years of USAID in Nepal.  4-9 Februaty. Noon-5pm. Nepal Tourism Board
Ethnic Exhibition Hall in Bhrikuti Mandap

�����

��The Most Dangerous Place: India, Pakistan and the Bomb Talks by Admiral (retd) L Ramdas and
Sandip Pandey from India, and AH Nayyar and Zia Mian from Pakistan. Post-talk discussion and tea open to
all. Baggikhana, Patan Dhoka. 2 February, 4.30 pm. Organised by Himal Association.
542544

�������	�� ��������

��The month-long Swasthani fast comes to an end 8 February evening, full moon
night, at Sali river in Sankhu. Campers can pitch their camp along with the devotees.
Puja by the river bank. To Sankhu: microbuses available from Boudha.
��Swasthani Internet Festival A cultural presentation by the Spiny Babbler Museum.
Readings (in English, Nepali, Newari and Maithali), lectures, play, art- and photo-
exhibition. More information at spinybabbler@info.com.np, www.spinybabbler.org. All
day, 10 February. Spiny Babbler, Bakhundole. 542810

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com
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Himalayan Buddhist Meditation Centre,
Kamaladi. Reiki II 31 Jan—1 Feb. Video
screenings, meditation, residential retreats,
art workshops, yoga, dance, Reiki
treatment. More info at 221875.
www.dharmatours.com/hbmc

Sorbin Optics Ban Tole Tel 226194
Remember for sunglasses, frames, contact
lenses and solution. Comfort Optics,
Chhetrapati, Thamel. 266119.

House for rent
Bhaisepati. Three ropanies. Three-storey
building with dining, kitchen, three
bedrooms, pool, servants quarters, guard
room. Ring Prakash 981024199.

The most intricately carved statues in
Kathmandu. Handmade Nepal, #211,
Sanchaya Kosh Building, Trievi Marg,
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No respite from this year’s winter drought. That is a fine band of clouds bisecting the subcontinent this week,
but it is moistureless. The really serious clouds are stuck out there over the Pamirs and show no signs of
moving westwards. The central and eastern midhills of Nepal and the Tarai went through a rare completely-
dry January although western Nepal got some snow last week. We can look forward to a clear but hazy weekend
with balmy afternoons. After all, with Basanta Panchami, spring is officially here.

QUICKWORD 18 by CROSS EYES

Terms and conditions
1 The contest is open to everyone, except
employees of Himalmedia Pvt  Ltd and Infocom
Pvt Ltd.
2 In case of more than one correct entry, the
winner will be decided by lucky draw.
3 Entries have to reach Himalmedia, by 5
pm, Tuesday.
4 The winner will be announced in the
coming issue.
5 The prize has to be collected from
Himalmedia within a week of the
announcement. Please come with an ID.

Thamel. 253361. www.handamde-
nepal.com

Exotic orchids for sale!!!
Ring Dinesh or Pinki at 424877. Email
dipi@infoclub.com.np

Soft toys, doll and flower-making.
Six-month course Rs 4,000. Ring Shama at
521196.

For sale
Kinetic Marvel scooter ’98. Ring 270924 after
6 pm

Wanted
mountain bike. 10-speed, not too fancy, in
good condition. Email
anaghan@rocketmail.com

Starting this week Nepali Times offers a
Classified section. For insertions, ring NT
Marketing at 543333-36.

by NGAMINDRA DAHALNEPALI WEATHER

Newsstand price - Rs 25
1 Year subscription - Rs 530
2 Year subscription - Rs 1000

* With a one-year subscription get 2 month free of any
one Himalmedia publication (Wave, Nepali Times, Himal
South Asian)
With a two-year subscription get 3 month free of a
Himalmedia publication of your choice.

Costomer Care Call # 543337 (0700-1700 hrs)

Subscribe to Himal Khabarpatrika, get Nepali Times Free ! *
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SAVING FAITH by DESMOND DOIG

ermitting legend, it says,
Gautam Buddha visited the
valley of the gods to worship

and teach soon after he attained
enlightenment. That some of his
disciples visited Kathmandu is
recorded in Buddhist scriptures which
mention an exchange of messages
between the Buddha and Ananda.
The barefooted disciples were so
tortured by the rocky paths and the
intense cold of the Kathmandu valley,
they asked permission to wear shoes.
This was granted by the Master after
much apparent consideration. No
record of his visit to the valley exists
other than what hearsay attaches to
incidents and hallowed spots. Like a
small courtyard in Patan.

History would support
Patan’s claim to being a well founded
city at the time of the Buddha.
Legend has him received by the king
of Patan with much rejoicing, festivity
mid display of largesse. The saintly
Buddha declined the gifts heaped
upon him by the king and his nobles,
but he accepted a simple gift of food
from an old woman and blessed her
for it. Humbled by this incident, the
king forsook his royal living, and
labouring for many days as a
blacksmith gave his earnings to the
poor. When the Buddha heard of this
royal penance, he baptised and blessed
the king who came to him as a poor
craftsman and at the same time
blessed and honoured the entire caste
of blacksmiths. Disputed, but widely
upheld, is the belief that he bestowed
upon them his own name, Sakya.

There is in Patan today a small
courtyard built about a Buddhist
chaitya which is believed to be the spot
where this memorable event took
place. Kneeling at the foot of the
chaitya and facing the door of a small
chapel are the stone figures of a man
and two women simply attired, their
hands folded in homage. Could they
be the king and his consorts? The
courtyard is known as Dhum Baha
and once a year the blacksmiths of
Patan congregate here to celebrate,

�������������������������	�
�������
����

�	�� ������������

just as once a year a festival of feasting
and worship centres about the place
where the old woman blessed by the
Buddha lived. I asked some people
living in the courtyard about the
history of the place. The two women
sunning themselves said it was very
important and wonderful but they

couldn’t remember what it was. A
child thought the kneeling stone
figures were his grandfather and
aunts. I might have imagined the
amused look on the face of the all-
seeing Buddha on a stupa
overlooking the courtyard.

   So wondrous a story is surely
built on fact, though there were
scholars who cast doubt upon the
Buddha ever having visited the
Kathmandu valley. They would have
us believe that the visit of the
Mauryan emperor Ashoka centuries
later is also unfounded, despite the
fact that he is credited with building
four stupas about the city of Patan to
testify to its blessedness. They are still
extant, three of them simple grass-
covered mounds as they must have
been when they were first built, and
one encased in plaster with a painted
spire. Interestingly, this embellished
stupa stands close by the old bridge
over which Tibetan traders came to
Patan. One can imagine the offerings
they lavished on so holy a shrine.
Then there is the unshakeable story
that Ashoka gave his daughter
Charumati in marriage to a local
prince. Between them they raised the
city of Deopatan, a conch call away
from the great temple of
Pashupatinath. Charumati was also
responsible for building a vihara and
stupa at adjoining Chabahil. The
existing vihara though ancient has
certainly not seen two centuries, but
the stupa, if it were to yield up its

secrets, would surely remember the
pious princess.

The heaviest concentration of
Buddhists and Buddhist monuments is
in Patan. The Sakyas are a prominent
Buddhist caste. It is from among the
Sakyas that the Virgin Goddess
Kumari is selected. The Sakyas still
shape wondrous images and work in
metal. The sound of beaten metal fills
many a Patan lane, but sadly the Sakya
craftsmen are dying out. “There is not
much future in the business,” a young
Sakya graduate told me. “The demand
for fine arts and crafts is rapidly
decreasing. Even the handmade
household d utensils my people
produced are being replaced by
factory-made products. Our young are
turning to the import-export business.
Or doing jobs like I’m doing. I’m an
agriculturist, with honours from
foreign universities. When I have
nothing better to do I take tourists
around. I speak two foreign languages.’

The young man took me to a
nearby temple being shuttered against
the night. “Not long ago this place was
open night and day. Now, even
though we lock the gates there is
the fear of thieves coming over the
rooftops.” Did he believe in the
Buddha’s coming?

“That’s an awfully long time ago,”
he said. �
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by WAYNE AMTZIS

Using Nepali paper, natural
pigments and dyes, a group
of European and South Asian
artists are currently in Nepal
producing abstract paintings
of extraordinary range and
depth. For each artist in this
collective enterprise, a
dominant characteristic is at
play: for Jac Gijzen it is
energy; for Peter Schenk, it is
space; for Rob De Graaf, it is
dynamic order; for Prakash
Chandwadkar, it is the
originating thrust of the
stroke, and for Laila
Mookerjee, it is the priority of colour. Together their work
portrays the possibilities of abstract art. Some paintings
are already on display at Siddhartha Gallery, Baber
Mahal Revisited and work in progress can be seen
through 7 February across the street at the Nepal Art
Council, Baber Mahal.

The artists intend to exhibit throughout the world,
expanding the number of participants, using abstraction to
explore the guiding theme of the project they have initiated:
“Beyond borders and boundaries”. Paralleling their
borderless journey is an inward exploration of the psyche
and the world it encounters through colour and form.
Though this is a group enterprise the questions raised and
the execution of their painting is decidedly and
idiosyncratically individual. We can determine this for
ourselves by visiting the artists as they work. The com-
pleted exhibit, including an installation by Rolf Kluenter,
known for his work on Nepali paper, can be seen at 4 pm
on 8 February.

The viewer can gain from the openness of this project
not only insight into the execution of abstract art, but a
genuine appreciation of what is at stake for the artist in his
work. The work-in-progress displays a confrontation with an
inner state that has as its basis a common underpinning,
and yet an individual characterization and resolution. Even
as the artists are speaking of the world, of nature and of
human emotion, their mode of expression establishes a
universal system of signs based on the interplay of colour,
shape, space and movement. Jac Guijzen, drawn to Hindu
and Buddhist symbolic sources, establishes a dynamic
that is shocking and playful. Intensely embodied in his
colours, he places himself in a dimension that holds
together through the encounter and stasis of his circles,
squares and oblong shapes.

Peter Schenk like a Zen contemplative at the river’s
edge knows well how all things fall in place over time, if one
allows space its due. His emotions do not crowd the paper
he works on, yet emotion is evoked, and through whatever
arises, always human in its reading, a balance is achieved.
Rob De Graaf establishes within the framework of his
painting a confrontation with chaos that is always orderly.
One can hear the music behind this dynamic of circles and
organic forms. Jac Guijzen works where the elements are
in turmoil, Peter Schenk where they are in harmony, Rod De
Graaf where they are performing a suite. The syncopation of
his ordered chaos charms the viewer, already charmed by
the pastel allure of his paper.

Prakash Chandwadkar feels
embodied entering the painting
through the movement of the
brush against paper, and the
encounter of paint with paper
replicates his inner world. For
Laila Mookerjee, the absence of
stroke, the absorbing of stroke
into colour, the merging of colour
into light, a sheen of many
colours, a single evocation of
color establishes a world of
primal beauty. Here the courage

of Jac’s and Prakash’s work and the harmonies of Peter’s
and Rob’s work are unified and transcended. What Rolf’s
installation will add to this exhibit we can only assume will
be the richness of the Nepali paper he works on and his
sure sense of how to use that medium to advantage, with
colour, with simple form and the elaborate interplay of both.

This project offers to the viewer an opportunity to enter
the rich and unfolding world of the abstract artist.

Siddhartha Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited
Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal

ART REVIEW
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Details of melancholia & mother’s
Apron-2001 by Rolf Kluenter

The kneeling figures remain but the beautiful backdrop is now obscured by buildings.

Himalayan woman -
2001 by Peter Schenk
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ormer Pakistan Test star
Qasim Omar has claimed
that a bookmaker enticed

players in New Zealand and
Australia to throw matches by
providing them with prostitutes.
Chief International Cricket
Council (ICC) corruption
investigator Sir Paul Condon has
been given names and phone
numbers of 23 women by Omar,
who played 28 tests for Pakistan
in the 1980s.

According to The Observer,

Condon, a former head of the
London Metropolitan Police, and
his investigative team, will take
the list with them when they
travel to Melbourne for the ICC
quarterly meeting next month.
The investigation team, mostly
former police officers, will brief
the meeting before seeking to
interview call girls and
bookmakers on the list. On the
same trip, they will interview
former New Zealand captain
Martin Crowe, one of several star

batsmen accused by Indian
bookmaker Mukesh Gupta of
receiving cash for match
information. Crowe has denied
the allegation.

Omar, now living in Britain,
told investigators about the sex
for match-fixing set-up, claiming
that from the mid-1980s, an
Australian bookmaker in Sydney
supplied prostitutes to players.
“Omar has also provided
information about an identical sex
scandal in New Zealand, again

organised by a bookmaker, who
has been named,” The Observer
said. A spokesman for the
investigation confirmed that
there was a list, and that it
would be among information
taken to Australia.

Omar has alleged that
prominent players, including team
captains, had sex with the women.
In Australia, prostitutes included a
doctor, nurse, travel agent and a
“glamorous” television presenter,
the newspaper said. All were
Australian, apart from one
Pakistani and a Chinese. The new
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No Australian cricketer has been implicated in allegations that prostitutes were used as

rewards to lure top players into match-fixing, cricket officials said here last week.
Australian Cricket Board chief executive Malcolm Speed said the allegations were not new

and did not involve any Australians. “We’ve checked this with the ICC anti-corruption unit over
the weekend when the story broke in London,” Speed said. “They have the file from Omar and
there are no Australian players or officials against whom these allegations are made.” He
said the board did not know who the players were or where they came from.

Qasim, who played 28 Tests for Pakistan in the 1980s, told the paper that he deals were
struck in hotels and restaurants in Sydney and Melbourne. Qasim, who was said to have
provided the unit with the addresses and telephone numbers of all the women, had also
made allegations about a similar sex scandal in New Zealand. � (cricketline.com)

revelations come as law enforcement
agencies and cricket bodies seek to
determine how deep-rooted match
fixing is.

Scotland Yard’s Serious Crime
Squad is already looking into
charges made by former England all-
rounder Chris Lewis, that he was
approached by Indian sports
promoter Aushim Khetarpal to help
throw a test against New Zealand in
Manchester in 1999. Omar has
alleged that batsmen were paid up
to £3600 for throwing their wicket
away, and received lavish presents as
extra perks. One world-class

batsman, who he named to
investigators, was offered £9000 to
go out cheaply in the first four tests
of a five-test series. He also named
an Asian bowler who under-
performed in several matches in
Australia, because he needed money
to finish building a house.

The six-strong investigation
team, which started its work in
September, hopes to present an
interim report to the ICC by mid-
2001. It has been given three years
by the ICC to root out corruption
and advise how it could be culled
from the game. �
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HAPPENINGS

A STAR IS BORN: Thinley Lundup Lama of Caravan fame peeps out from a heap
of khadas at a felicitation ceremony organised by residents of Baudha.

2 - 8 FEBRUARY 2001 ���������	�


WOMEN OF THE MAGAR WORLD UNITE: Procession taken out by participants of
the first national convention of the Nepal Magar Women Association.

FANCY FOOTWORK OFF THE MOUNTAIN: Multiple Everest
summiteers (l-r) Babu Chhiri, Kaji and Appa Sherpa practise for their
charity match against Nepali film artistes.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

������� �����	�


all it an architectural museum,
Rana-era pastiche or a
masterful reproduction of

period pieces, Baber Mahal Revisited
is the story of an unimaginable
transformation—from cowshed to a
palace look-alike shopping mall. The
man behind the venture, Gautam
Rana—Gitu—puts it better. He calls
the complex a phoenix that has risen
from its ashes.

Five years ago, the remains of a
cowshed and guardhouse stood on the
land that Gitu owned in the Baber
Mahal area. All that changed when
Gitu met an architecture graduate
from Harvard, Eric Theophile, who
had been involved in restoring
historic buildings and temples in
the Valley since 1990. Together
they decided to bring this little
corner of history back to life.

Ignoring lucrative offers to
construct a high-rise, Gitu, a great-
great grandson of Babar Shamsher
Jung Bahadur Rana, instead turned it
into a tribute to his Rana ancestors
who introduced to Kathmandu a
distinctive melange of European and
Indian architecture and married it
with the local. Work began in 1996,
and in eighteen months the incredible
transformation was complete.

Inside, the five courtyards and the
buildings surrounding them, the décor
and the aura, all speak of nostalgia for
the style of the Ranas, who ruled
Nepal between 1846-1951. But this is
nostalgia with a very modern face—at

BMR everything is a copy of
something else. The entrance, for
example, is a reduced replica of Singha
Durbar porch. All the courtyards
resemble some or the other palaces of
the Valley. All this reproduction was
done with no compunction. Gitu,
early on into the conversation, makes
a pre-emptive strike at the regular rant
against reproduction architecture.
“Authenticity is not the motive
behind this building. There is no such
thing as an original whether in
painting or architecture,” explains
Gitu. Besides, this sort of catholic
borrowing is in keeping with the
history of Nepali architecture in the
last two centuries. In fact re-creations
like these are needed, given the abject
conditions of palaces scattered across
the Valley.

The Newari Chowk explores the
hybrid Nepali-European architecture
once abundant in Patan. The touch of
“authenticity”, if that’s what you’re
after, comes from the windows, all
salvaged from houses marked for
demolition in the old city. There’s
another Chowk whose façade is a
copy of Thapathali Durbar, the
former residence of Jung Bahadur
Rana. “If ever the Thapathali Durbar
should come down, I want people to
remember the Mughal touch so
beautifully incorporated through this
chowk,” says Gitu. The façade is
beautiful indeed but it is the small
touches—like the pati placed in the
middle of this chowk—that really
make the building. There is another

courtyard with a replica of a fountain
in Keshar Mahal, and another with
the re-creation of a wall in Bal
Mandir. The best of these, however,
is the Mul Chowk where the front on
one side is a replica of Babar Mahal
Darbar. This is the biggest courtyard
and the hub for social gatherings and
functions. A tree in the middle with a
chautari built around it provides a
comfortable link with the past. The
two busts, one of Baber Shamsher,
and the other of Aditya Shamsher,
Gitu’s father, add an individual—
and controversial—take on Nepali
history to this courtyard. The
rooftops have an interesting
gingerbread decoration of tin sheets
copied from Hotel Shankar.

From the entrance, with its
terracotta brick (telia) floor, an aura of
aristocratic sophistication and crisp
architectural perfection strikes the
visitor. Gitu credits this to six Newari
craftsmen, all in their sixties, whom
he calls Gurjus. “Nobody can fault
this construction because it has been
built by traditional craftsmen who are
specialists in this kind of work,” says
Gitu. The great grandfathers of these
craftsmen built the Babar Mahal

Durbar, and the tradition continues.
BMR isn’t just about perfecting

the craft of reproduction, though.
Creativity and innovation are integral
parts of the project. No two buildings
are of the same height. Some are
single-storeyed others two, but even
the ones with the same number of
floors are not of equal height. At one
corner, a tower has been added. At
another, the roof raised. The level
variations are applied on the ground
too. A tour around the complex makes
one step up and down frequently. The
idea, as explained, was to break the
monotony of the ground and make the
complex look like a small city in itself.
The Mul Chowk, especially, was built
6 feet below ground level.
Consequently, drainage could have
posed a problem but the tried and
tested architecture of the past came in
handy again. With the help of
perforated slate tiles, the water flow
was diverted internally to a pond
outside the complex area.
Enlivening the space are the odd
stone idol, a pair of metal lions or a
lamp placed in the galli.

The use of materials like mud
mortar and lime plaster for the walls

and metal sheets for the roof brought
down construction costs to $432,000,
a major portion borne by Gitu himself
while the remaining came as a loan
from Himalayan Bank. That cost, the
owner believes, is much lower than
constructing a modern reinforced
concrete frame structure.

An architectural accomplishment
no doubt, but what of its commercial
prospects? Apart from housing three
restaurants and a bar, the complex has
several interesting shops, selling a
range of products from rare Nepali
and other Asian arts and crafts to
music—sculptures, paintings,
earthenware, copperware, paper
products, jewellery, pote (traditional
glass beads) to CDs. “I wanted it to be
a place where a variety of cultures
thrived under one roof without being
too expensive,” says Gitu.  But how
well is that working?

BMR attracts a minimum of 50
people each day, mostly expatriates
and affluent Nepalis, and a negligible
number of tourists who stumble upon
it through travel magazines. But more
often they come to the restaurants
than to shop around. So, there are
days when shops have no customers at
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all. For some strange reason, most
Nepalis seem to prefer regular old
shops to the ones within the soothing
ambience of the complex. Is it because
the stores are expensive in BMR?
“Not at all,” says Caroline of Naya
Pasal, “Prices here are the same as in
any other of our outlets.” Other shop
owners feel the same way, but it’s
obvious that business at other outlets
is much better. “Why do people think
a clean, beautiful and minimalist place
must always be expensive?” argues
Gitu. Could it be that BMR has been
so successful in re-creating the Rana
era so well that the complex exudes
too aristocratic a feel? That could be
why Baber Mahal Revisited remains
an exemplary architectural museum
but is yet to achieve commercial
success. �

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�

Sharp

D
H

R
U

B
A

 A
L

E
M

IN
 B

A
JR

A
C

H
A

R
Y

A

P
IC

S
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 B

A
B

E
R

 M
A

H
A

L
 R

E
V

IS
IT

E
D

D
H

R
U

B
A

 A
L

E Metamorphosis: The transformation is
complete (top), and a view of the
complex at dusk (below).






