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15:00
L] L]
rm Prince Gyanendraleaves Chitwan for
Pslha beat “t“bldg tknlvfes Pokhara by helicopter. He had arrived a week
arliament begins s budget session flom — eyfierforafidld inspection of KingMahendra
Monday and King Gyanendra will address a TrustforNature Co ion (KMTNC)

joint sitting of both Houses soon after. There o
is a lot of business to catch up with: elect a activities. From Pokhara hewas tofly to the

third of the Upper House, approve the foothills Mt Manaslu to inaugurate micro-

budget, pass critical bills including one to set hydro plantsand inspect projects. !

up an anti-Maoist paramiitary force. The 1600 Nepali Times has pieced together this chronology of four days in June based
o e e Feetn © Afirhavingalaehinchwith isparenss O @XClusive interviews with high-level sources, eyewitnesses and testimonies
change in palace policy. Political parties are Crown Prince Dipendra drives to the National included in the robe anel re ort

Sports Coundil’scomplexin Satdobato to [ p port.

already sharpening their knives to resume
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their harassment of Prime Minister Girija chedk out preparationsfor theforthcoming can’tstand straight. Hisbrotherand cousins
Koirala. This time, they are expected to national games. He stopsat the swimming take him to hisroom. Dipendra talksabout 6
focus on his perceived mishandling of the 1 theshooi and th . g . thhis
post-royal massacre scenario. But the main poo! Coanlex’ eshooting range e having discussed wedding plans wi _
opposition UML's position on the massacre newlybuiltsquash courts. motherand grandmother, and saysboth did
has now diverged from three of its six 17:30 notagree. Healso says he will talk to hisfather
member left alliance. Dipendra returns to the palace to onSunday.

Koirala is also regrouping, resuming his : : .
strategy to rope in pagrty dri)ss?dents. Hegmay ;mmpf?g;h's[ t§t(.)alt)e;hgath gatthe 21:00 . 7
even consider quitting if the opposition ouse of the Bada Gurju in Dilli Bazar. KingBirendra 3
parties let the budget pass. “He’s not the 18:30 enters the 5
type to go under pressure,” one Koirala aide Theroyal family returns to the palaceafter  Billiard Room.
told us. “But if they leave him alone, he may which King Birendra goes to his officeand Dipendra
be tempted to go.” The centre-right RPP is Aish I 1 ivend
also caught between the two big players: Qu the T ribl hlt(l) her ;)vverlthe Tpditerl soon «h 3
Surya Bahadur Thapa, president, wants the lmds, fo Va_nsadm’ vherethe »armed wi 1
RPP to vote with the UML in the National familyis to meetfor dinnerlaterin theevening.  atleastfourweapons.
Assembly. But Rabindra Nath Sharmawants ~ He triessomeshotsat the billiards table by Heshootsat the ceilingand
thhe pTrty 50 ally V;llitz the (;?]ngress. Thapa himsdlf; downs one or two pegs of Famous at hisfatherand two cousins. He 2

as already expelled two Sharma supporters. hid bad .

Another RPP leader Pasupati Rana— Grouse ) . Ou, reap . andspra).fshjsunde
Devyani's father—has more important 19:25 . . Dh@m%omtoumszm
family matters to take care of. Thecrown prince sends his ADCaway relatives. He comes in the third timeand

The other issue that could rally the and royal inviteesbegin arriving soon after. shootsanother volley. Then he goesoutside
opposition: the 4 June formulation of the Dipendra serves drinks to some of the early and shoots his motherand brotherat dlose
“Public Security Regulations” giving local comers, and at 20:00 goes to fetch Queen range. By21:05 itisall over. See p.3 |:>
administrators powers to detain, arrest and R Birend . 20:30and
restrict the movement of potential King irendraarrivesat 20:30 1 Crown Prince enters room several times 2 Sprays King Birendra repeatedly 3 Royal relatives rush to king's
“troublemakers”. Lawyers are challenging the spendssome timewith his mother. By then

aid, some are killed 4 Others hide behind sofas 5 Nirajan is killed while sheilding Queen Aishwarya
6 Queen’s body found on landing 7 Dipendra is found near pond

TESTIMONY by DR UPENDRA DEVKOTA

Rl A Chhauni, 14 June 2001

rules in court. Di is“intoxicated, sammering” and

use original hp

The army jeep with red lights flashing banged into two cars on the street as it careened past the sheet. He lifted the sheet and said, “This is Her

Bagmati Bridge intersection and pulled into Norvic hospital at about 2200 hrs on the night of 1 Majesty the Queen.” The whole upper part of her
June. A uniformed royal ADC rushed out and whisked neurosurgeon Dr Upendra Devkotafrom his ~ head had been blown off. Before | could react, he
clinic. “The Crown Prince has bulletinjuries, we are going to Chhauni,” he told a dazed Dr took me to the next stretcher on the floor, and

lifted the sheet, and said: “This is His Royal
Highness Prince Nirajan, gone already. This is
Princess Sarada.”

By this time, I'd seen enough. He took me to
the next stretcher where a patient was still being

Devkota. Cars, motorcylces and people struggled to get out of the way as the jeep, speeding

sometimes at 80 km/h, made the journey from Thapathali to Chhauniin less than four minutes.
Following are excerpts from an exclusive Nepali Times interview with Dr Devkota about the

unimaginable sight that greeted him at the trauma hall of the army hospital that Friday night, and

his recollection of the events of the next three days: resuscitated and he said, “Princess Sruti”. At last |
:‘llw"ys Sclieqr he way the army chap was driving, | knew was shown into the hall and taken to the first saw someone still alive. But she was in poor
ways sharp something was very wrong with the Crown patient on the left. He was extremely pale, blood-  shape, her heart was barely beating, pulse was
Prince. At the hospital, there were military splattered beige kamij and suruwal, grey hair, a not .palpable, after a qUICk look t_here were no
personnel swarming at the gate, people were Sai Baba locket around his neck, he was being obvious external injuries, so at first glance it could
running around. It is obvious in retrospect that ambulated. | didn't know who this patient was, but | have been internal bleeding or a nemothorax. But
* Stay away from imitations and refills those who brought me wanted me to go upstairs  knew from a distance that he was lifeless. | looked ~there were doctors looking after her and there was
Authorised Distributor: to the Crown Prince first, but others already there  at his eyes, felt his pulse, and said he’s gone. no head injury, so Dr Shrestha rushed me off back
dragged me to the main hall for trauma victims. Dr Khagendra Shrestha then arrived and took ~ to the same first very pale patient with the Sai Baba
ComputerLand Buding, Ramshah Path, Kathmand So some were saying this way doctor, others me diagonally to the other side of the hall, locket | had seen while coming in, and he said:
Tok 451199, 451746, 430858.9 Fax: 430541 were saying upstairs doctor. All | knew till then murmuring: “Disaster, everybody has been “This is His Majesty.”
The Total Solutions Company was that the Crown Prince had bullet injuries. | massacred.” There was a body covered with a See 18 6 |:>
Butwal
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You can easily wake up people who are asleep. But it is more
difficult to wake up someone pretending to sleep. We are still in
denial: because we think the plausible is not possible. Numbed by
shock, starved of facts, we just don't want to believe the awful truth.
Our hunger for credible information is incredible. But there we have
it: this was not a crime of ambition, it was a crime of passion.
Helped along by mind-altering chemicals, a fatal fetish for firearms,
an unbending and unreasonble family, an attachment so
consuming that everything—even the kingdom—was secondary. (A
circular etymological reality brings us back to square one: the word
“assassin” is derived via Medieval Latin and French from the Arabic
“hashsashin”, someone who smokes hashish).

The Keshab Prasad Upadhaya probe committee report put a
lot of doubts to rest about the question of responsibility. By Nepali
standards, and given the limited time frame, this was a remarkably
thorough job. But because it was raw, there was often contradictory
information, there were bound to be holes. The rambling, unedited
testimonies are rich in imprecise trivia (red sari, black substance)
and poor in vital details. Why were post mortems not carried out,
was Dipendra’s blood tested for narcotics and alcohol? If not, why
not? Besides, motive was not in the probe panel’'s terms of
reference.

To put these questions to rest and to bolster the facts we know to be
true, the government, the palace and parliament must get the ball
rolling on a long-term, all-encompassing and independent commis-
sion of inquiry with wider terms of reference. These must include a test
of the existing frozen plasma sample to determine the nature of the
narcotics, if any, in it. It must examine the then Crown Prince’s medical
and psychological past, whether or not he was on anti-depressants
and what type of narcotics he had taken, there must be a thorough
forensic and ballistic re-examination of the evidence, a probe into
possible motive(s).

One investigation is not enough. There will be a tendency to brush
awkward royal secrets under the carpet, to keep princely peccadilloes
under wraps. But the need to find the absolute truth about what hap-
pened at Narayanhiti on the night of 1 June is not just a royal matter
anymore—this kingdom’s future is tied up with it. No doubt, an investi-
gation on this scale cannot be done in three days or a week. It may
even take a year. And despite that the case will not completely close.
But another, more comprehensive, investigation of this type will
satisfy a lot more people. Theories of imperialist plots and masked
gunmen will endure. Like those who think Elvis is still alive and
those who think that Lee Harvey Oswald was innocent,
conspiracists will always be among us.

As for the rest of us: let us now at least pretend to be awake.

PSYCHOANALYSI NG A NATI ON

(From: Critical Theory Today by Lois Tyson. Garland, 1999)

“Our unconscious desire not to recognise or change our destructive
behaviour—because we have formed our identity around it and
because we are afraid of what we will find if we examine it too
closely—is served by our defences. Defences are the processes by
which we keep the repressed repressed in order to avoid knowing
what we feel we can’t handle knowing.

Defences include selective perception (hearing and seeing only
what we feel we can handle), selective memory (modifying our
memories so that we don’t feel overwhelmed by them or forgetting
painful events entirely), denial (believing that the problem does not
exist or the unpleasant incident never happened), avoidance
(staying away from people or situations that are liable to make us
anxious by stirring up some unconscious—i.e., repressed—
experience or emotion), displacement (“taking it out” on someone or
something less threatening than the person who caused our fear,
hurt, frustration, or anger), and projection (ascribing our fear,
problem, or guilty desire to someone else, and condemning them
for it, in order to deny that we have it ourselves).”
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STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

From regal to royal

Was the head of government not allowed to accompany the head of
state in the royal carriage because his head wasn’t shaved?

B magine an ace conservationist next toa
stuffed tiger frozen in an uprightattack
position. Or sitting with his shoes resting

ona snow leopard peltin the royal

audience chamber. And then put his
personal friends in the Worldwide Fund
for Nature in the picture. Shocking? It
would have been, but nothing about

Narayanhiti shocks us anymore.

In the days when the competition
between a carnivorous animal and a hunter
(with nothing more than a spear in his
hands) was more or less even, game trophies
symbolised human triumph over beasts.
Tribal chieftains decorated their camps with
the heads of dead animals to intimidate
possible competitors. However, after the
Chinese invented gunpowder and Indians
trained elephants in £/edz, hunting was
reduced to litde more than a blood sport
with litde connection to providing nutrition
to the hunter.

Ovwmership of stuffed animals—along
with mink coats and shahtoosh shawls— is
not considered politically correctanymore.
In fact, displaying the fur of endangered
species is in downright bad taste. The
interior decorators of Narayanhiti have
always been known for their bias towards
kitsch. A constitutional king who isa
hunter-turned-conservationist does not
need these props, they are more suited to
absolute monarchs or Bollywood baddies.
Even in the mumbo jumbo of
superstition, vibrations emanating from
stuffed animals constitute bad Feng Shui,
and it’s inauspicious Vastu to let game
trophies cast dark shadows over the
occupants of a palace.

Décor reminiscent of a bygone era is
bad enough, but worse is the tyranny of
dead traditions, archaic language and
antiquated customs. The institution of
monarchy is not onlya link with the past, it
gives sustenance to a society in the
turbulence of the presentand promises to
inspire its journey towards an uncertain
future. Such an important institution
should notbeallowed to remain prisoner to
the palace bureaucracy. Courtiers, by
their very nature, are more interested in
preserving the status quo (their own
interests are tied with it) than ensuring
that the king becomes a personification
of the zeitgeist.

What is given continuity in the name of
hoary traditionsare nothing more than
antiquated customs borne out of dead
habits of ancestors. All thatan arcane ritual

like makinga priest eat the forbidden meal
(katto) and then chasing him out of the
Valley does is get us coverage in the
international press. Souls of departed kings
could do without the tears of priests made
outcast by their greed.

There is nothing wrong per se with the
practice of Hindus going around town with
tonsured heads to show their grief. Itisa
relatively innocent practice, and barbers did
their bit by agreeing to provide free service
to those willing to have their heads shaved
in the first week of June. But the
government madea mockery of this custom
when it issued a formal order thatforced all
male civil servants to become skinheads.

When we didn’t see the Prime Minister
in the carriage of the newly crowned king,
one of the explanations doing the rounds of
Kathmandu’s notorious rumour-mill was
that the head of government was not
allowed to accompany the head of state in
the royal carriage because his head wasn’t
shaved. Such is the stranglehold of fossilised
tradition over our psyche that many of us
believed this seemingly ludicrous
interpretation of a very conspicuouslapse
on the part of the palace officials.

The Prime Minister and leader of the
opposition in the Pratinidhi Sabha offering
coins to the newly crowned king appeared
cabalistic to the whole world watching this
sombre event on their television screens.
This custom must have been important
when feuding noblesand squabbling
courtiers paid their tributesand took an
oath of continuing allegiance, but it looked
less than respectful towards the elected
representatives of the sovereign people.
Perhaps more comfortable at raising his fist,
comrade Madhav Nepal
looked distincdly il at
ease carrying out this
ritual darshan of a
constitutional head of
state of a kingdom where
he himselfis an elected
and popular leader.

There are scores of
other practices that have
dearly outlived their
utility and need to be
reformed to suit the needs
of the Internet age. To
take a glaring example,
when grief isa matter of
the heart, why close the
mind for thirteen daysin
arow? Over the decades,

the official mourning period has been
decreasing from one year to forty-five days
and then to one month and finally to
thirteen days where it rests now. Maybe if
we reduced it to a day, or three days at the
most, it will make the lives of daily wage
earners less miserable and they will bless the
departed souls in right earnest? The well-off
had their ATM cards to extract cash, but
the rest of us had to borrowaround.

There are some less obvious vestiges of
pastdogma. Unless someone in the palace
now tells the bosses of state-controlled
media that the head of state of Tuvalu (area:
10 sq m, population 9,100) congratulating
our king on his enthronement is not
headline news, the poor bureaucratsare
unlikely to dare discontinue the tradition
which says that any news that has the name
of His Majesty in it is headline news. And if
the new king doesn’t change this, no one
else will do so anytime soon.

In anything that concerns theking or
the palace, there is nothing that anybody
other than the king himself can do. Itisfor
the king to drag the palace establishment
from the shackles of the pastand setitona
course that will make the Nepali monarchy
amodern, relevant institution that playsa
catalytic role in social transformation,
economic developmentand political
stability of this country. Our monarchy
doesn’t need to rely on that poor stuffed
tiger in the corner standing on its hind legs
with a permanent, silent roar on its face to
prove itself. Nepal’s monarchy hasits place
in the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Nepal 1990; and even more importantly, in
the hearts of common Nepalis. ¢
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From p. 3 ) 200 13:00

21:20 By thistime, King Birendra, Anofficial announcement

Thefirstinjured startarrivingat | Queen Aishwarya, Prince Nirajan, saysKing Birendraand Queen
thearmyhospital in Chhauni. Inthe | PrincessSruti, Princess Shant, Aishwaryaaredead. It prodaims
confusion no one thinksabout Saradaand KumarKhadgaare Dipendraking,and Gyanendra regent.
informingtheprimeminister.Raj | dead inside the trauma hall of the 16:00 3
Sabha chairman Keshar Jung armyhospital. Word starts Dignitaries gatherat Chhaunifor
Rayamajhisalerted (bywhom he spreading in Kathmandu’selite the start of the funeral processionfor 2
doesnotsay) at21:45and thepolice | cirdesbymobilesand landlines. theking, queen, princeand princess. It
chief Pradeep Sumshere Ranaat Doctorswork in the operation takes three hoursfor the procession to 4
21:15bythe ADCoffice. TheArmy | theatre to save the crown prince, getto Pashupatiand the cremation,
Chief reaches the hospital at 22:10, Dhirendraand otherinjured. another two hours. Funeral procession 6
and the homessecretary finds outat 9 isstoned at Swayambhu and the prime
only23:00 orso. 0 g de minister’s caris damaged

21:30 )

. Aroyal Super Puma helicopter 3 June 7
ﬁmﬂl;‘m?““;m‘.“‘gmy”l 9N-RA] takes offfrom Kathmandis 700
Granendra atI-lI]imniriha and. soasto and tries to penetrate dense douds Afuzzy statement by the regent
1ot to worrv him too much ;ustsa towards Pokhara, butafter trying broadcast over radio and television 1 5
therehaserna shooting A’she " | forhalfan-hourreturnsto finally tells the Nepali public thatfour
toleavely road' the brince Kathmandu. Prince Gyanendrais members of the royal family died from 8

ges[mo ther mllatyZZ-OO’ I tisPBrig informed in Pokhara,and starts off “asudden discharge ofan automatic
Tika Dhamala, who says there had byroad soonafter, escorted bya weapon”. Hordesofforeign 1 West Gate 2 Tribhuvan Sadan (Crown Prince residence) 3 Shri Sadan (King and Queen residence)
been an accident, and heis needed at security detail of 16 army vehidles. “mmmmwm 4 Mahendra Manijil (Queen Mother's residence) 5 New South Gate 6 Royal Palace 7 Palace Secretariat
the hospitalanda helicopterisonits | 0D pooh-pooh the statementin their 8 Durbar Marg
myt‘;‘}’ zichhim. Thep o Atfirstlight, the helicopter dispatches, theNepali publicsmells
nottoleaveuntil the helicopter tadasolffrom Kathmanduagainto | conspitacy. should nowbededaredking Other | enough, and saysthatasleaderof the | Tear gasfills theair.
arrives. He waits until two in the mndt.ZV(.)usvmthl’l.‘ma?G)janendm 09:00 . .. membersof the Privy Councilapprove | oppositionNepal should also bea 11:00
morningbywhich imehehasbeen | 2G4 °‘?t‘[‘l“t’;’ “ﬂ}“fﬁ‘ms N F“’m“ﬂym°m‘“gil;°°P‘1‘§"‘;m with their slence. Gyanendrasaysthat | member. Theyleaveitat that, and Gyanendrais prodaimed third
told whathappened. tretumsv?'lb cprnce e pyresat Aryaghat,as foco issomethingfor the Raj Parishad to the people hear theking name the kingin four days. Asstreet protests

22:50 atChhfmm y06:30. Whatﬁeymv;t;{:&tlﬁm;s decide. Then the prime ministersays | committee on national media the getmoreserious, curfewis

Keshar Jung Rayamajhi calls %63 0 G malesthe gt.Man-yﬂ inotoN o8 | theParishad would formaliseit,and sameevening; announced from 15:30. King
Prime Minister Girija Koiralaand tll rince Gyanendra makes hersbeginfloddng to Narayanhiti | ) 1 Go1d have tositon the 09:00 Gyanendraisenthroned atNaasal
him thekinghada“serioushear. | roundsofthelCUatChhaunito ) tosign thecondolencebook Thefirst | 4 Others presentagroe. Madhav | The Privy Council mectsagainto | Chowk, heridesinacarriage
attack”. Isthatwhat he was told? Ifhe | npectthedeadandinjuredandis | signsoftroublein Darbar Marg, KumarNepal thensuggeststhatan | dectare Gyanendraking, Policetryto | procession toNarayanhit past streets
knowswhat really happened, why briefed by medical personnel. He Banesrworand Jamalas thousandsof investigation on the 1 Juneincident stop protestersfrom entering guarded by thearmy.
docsn'thegivethecorrectinforma- | Meestheprimeministerandother | angryandshodced citizensgather. | ¢ 1 {be announcedafier the Kantipath where Bahadur Bhawanis 15:30
tion? Koiraladressestogotothe | ficals Discussionsfocusonthe | Manyaremourners,but enthronement. located. Immediately afier being Dipendra’s funeral procession
hospiolwhen Pashupat Maharian, | <0nditionafthectown princeand troublemakersinthe towdbegin Themestingbecomesenseagain. | namod king, Gyanendra tellsthe heads towards Pashupatiina truck
chief palace secretary, comes to get oo coptiono _Vé'“gm““ﬁ I UNg | Rayamajhiinterjects “Won'titbe | peoplethattherewill bea“thorough | along the curfew-bound Ring
him. One the way to the palace ‘%ﬂgfoy“ghml’- :l“‘* > “““; oy enough if theking addresses the investigation” of thepalacemassacre | Road. Atleast six people arekilled
Maharjan tells Koirala that theking -~ bladk " i:;'ogam' :vil d oo nation?” Nepal isadamant, sayingthe | because thereare no morelegal and in policefiring, and hundreds of
wasshot. The two stop brieflyat the Despiteanews blackout, wo rmation, Wi umourssweep peoplewill notbesatisfied byaroyal | constitutional obstades. suspected Maoists, said to have
palaceforabricingbythemiliary | % e masacrespreadlitevidire | Kahmnd addressafter theentirefamily of the 10:00 infiltrated the demonstrators,are
secretary, and cuthim off assoonas T ugﬂ streetso have the 4 June king who gave them the constitution Butby then, organised street rounded up.
Koirala s told thekingand queen wo hzhmﬁo y 03:45 had been massacred. The prime protestsbegin. Thousandsare 21:00
wereshotand heads to the hospital. :‘I‘l’dfy S p—— nepages KingDipendradiesatChhauni. | ministerstepsinand supportsNepal, | broughtin trucksfrom the outskirts King Gyanendra addresses the
Rayamajhiis thereand the Chief 09.33 immediately. 08:00-8:30 asdo thespeakerand theroyal palace | ofthecity, taxisare commandeered nation on radio and televisionand
Justiceand House Speakeralso arrive. Rai Sabha meetsat Bahad Palace officials, the cabinetand chief secretary. Then theydiscussthe | by protestersand convergeat the namesa three-man probe team,
No one can tell the government Bha )> Ka:lnef’ t?l adur oppositionfiguresmeetat thehospital | committee’s nature: Nepal wantsthe | city centre. By mid-morning there | induding MadhavNepal. Nepal is
offcials the exact details,and they just | BhavaninKantiPathtodiscuss | g o020 dicoues succession. Chief Justiceto headit. TheChief | areabout 10,000 peoplein forced by his party the next day to
standaround. succession. Rayamajhi tellsKing Gyanendrahe | Justicesuggeststhatwould notbe Kamaladi, Jamal and Ghanta Ghar. | resign from the committee.

ROYAL TRAGEDY
The point you make in your
editorial (| may die, let my
nation live on”, #46) needs to be
emphasised over and over
again. In Nepal, kings have
prospered only in communion with
democracy. Of nearly a dozen
Shah rulers, only three stand out,
King Prithvi Narayan Shah, for his
thrust on nationalism and direct
rapport with the people (recall and
re-read his Divyopdesh), King
Tribhuvan for his joining hands
with the people’s struggle against
the Ranas and for ushering in
multi-party democracy, and King
Birendra, for conceding political
space to Constitutional Monarchy
no matter howsoever, reluctantly.
Any king who tries to ignore this
link between the palace and the
people-or parliament—would put
the monarchy in the crisis of
survival. It is equally true in
today’s Nepal that it is not ready
for a republican polity, particularly
because those who swear by
demacracy have not been able to
rise above their ego conflicts,
family nepotism and political
opportunism. The parties
that are asking for the abolition of
monarchy, directly or in a covert
manner would not be able to win
over the larger mass of Nepali
people.
SD Muni
Singapore

In the spirit of being a well wisher
for this wonderful country of ours
we should do everything to move
forward. It is a critical period. A
unique opportunity to find in
adversity hope for the future. A

joint session of both houses issuing
a joint statement together? Inviting
the Maoist moderates to take part?
New rules for royal succession
that—dare we hope—might
consider female descendants?
Chandra Surya
via email

My first encounter with late King
Birendrawas in 1967. | was stuck at
Lukla airport with an overshoot, and
there was no way to get word out.
The then crown prince Birendra
had just started flying lessons and
he came on a search and rescue
flight to locate me the next
morning. Even as a trainee,
Birendra was already thinking like
any mature pilot. Another episode
in Pokhara proved to me King
Birendra’s priority was Nepal's
development. | was ferrying text
books by plane to Baglung and
had to make 54 roundtrips to get
all the books out in time for the
new school year. But the king was
residing in Pokhara with his whole
entourage around the lakeside
palace, and | would be buzzing
them all day with my plane. A few
years later, the king was in
Surkhet, and | was doing food
shuttles to Jumla. Although | was
flying noisily all day from before
dawn to finish the shuttles by
dusk, there was no complaint
from the royal camp. | am sure
the king had a hand in allowing
the flights in Pokhara and Surkhet
to go on. As a person who considers
Nepal my second home, | am
shocked and saddened like all
Nepalis by the royal tragedy.

Capt Hardy Fuerer

Kathmandu

Thanks to the internet, | could read
CK Lal's “Tribute to history” (#46)
and it moved me like nothing else
in recent times. | have read
innumerable articles, comments,
responses and views during the
aftermath of the massacre, but
none have stirred me like this one.
Mr Lal speaks of the need to take a
positive attitude and to move
forward, he offers a message of
hope, and of learning lessons from
the tragedy. Why can't more Nepali
writers be like him?

Bibek Pandey

by email

This time, CK Lal is right (“A tribute
to history”, #46). Birendra was a
good king. Maybe Dipendra could
have been good king. But now
Gyanendra is the king, so let's all
help him become a good king.

LETTERS
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Maybe our silly Nepali politicians
will give Gyanendra a chance.
Baburam Bhattarai is wrong:
Nepalis love their kings whosoever
they may be. Long live the king of
Nepal

Rakam Rai

by email

As if the shock of 1 June was not
enough, we had to endure the press
conference addressed by House
Speaker Taranath Ranabhat. What
was this, a sitcom on tv or the
presentation of the probe report to
the people? Why was everyone
laughing? What was Mr
Ranabhat trying to
do? Be cool? He
made a fool of
himself and the
whole nation in front
of international
media.
Manit Upadhyaya
by email

How can we trust our
rulers? We were told
from the first day it was
an accident, and then
the government put
journalists in jail. Our
leaders think Nepalis
are still in a 150 year old
time warp. They aren't today,
Nepalis will not take lies from
officials any more. This is fair
and clear warning to our new king
and our elected officials: don’t
take the people for granted, don't
insult them. We have the right for
right information, we have the right
to use our right, and we have right

to be treated fairly and equally.
A Lamichhane
by email

The political situation in Nepal is
very volatile, as unexpected events
have occurred one after another in
last few days. A mass killing called
Kot Parba took place in 1846 when
King Rajendra, the ancestor of
present king, was ruler. Jung
Bahadur orchestrated the murder of
most political heavyweights in the
Kot courtyard. He was not punished,
but made prime minister. King
Rajendra was weak, so Jung
Bahadur had to prevalil in the
larger interest of the country. Had
he not, Nepal would have become
a part of British India. A section
of people believe that whoever the
culprit in the massacre of 1 June
may be, questions should not be
raised if they affect the continuity
of kingship in Nepal. Nepal is a
small country and is vulnerable to
vandalism, separatists, incapable
leaders, incapable people (who
choose the leaders) and other
threats. In such a situation, the king
gives us a sense of hope and
assurance, even if he is as good as
a stone god.

Neputra

Birgan;

Over the last two weeks, we have
seen just how much King Birendra
meant to the people. The saying
“You don’'t know what you've got

until it's gone” is so applicable to
this moment in Nepali history. We
always seemed to have taken
monarchy for granted; that the king
and queen would always be there to
invisibly guide us through good and

bad times. Then 1 June hap-
pened. But the time has now
come to let the past be, and have
a vision for the future of our
Nepal. Monarchy is the symbol of
our national unity. Let us hope
that there is no day in the future
when we will hear people say,
“King Gyanendra was so good to
us; it's too bad we never let His
Majesty know how we truly felt.”
There’s no time like the present...
Sujala Pant,
Shanghai, People’s Republic of
China

The conclusion of the probe
panel blaming the crown prince
for the royal massacre was an eye
wash. This explanation was
indigestible and hard to believe
for Nepalis. But | feel we have no
choice but to accept it. Speaker
Taranath Ranabhatt's antics at
the press conference was
irreverent and showed a lack of
sensitivity for such a solemn
occasion. The journalists
attending were no less guilty in
making light of this event. It is
shameful that such a high-ranking
Nepali official showed poor
judgement and poor taste in front
of the entire world. Nepal now
needs all parties to cooperate,
reflect on the future and change
the present.

Sudan Shrestha

Dharan

CORRECTION

Soaltee Enterprises, and not
Surya Enterprises (“All the king’'s
businesses”, #47) handles royal
investments in the Soaltee
Group. —Ed

Ivd HSVId
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“l was hit. Sruti took cradled me.

Then Dipendra came and shot her.”

- Kumar Gorakh

The details are so horrific and gory that reading it is not for the
faint-hearted. The 300+ page report is made up mostly of raw
unedited testimonies from eyewitnesses, medical personnel
and security staff. Some of the accounts are rambling and
confused, others are contradictory. The royal relatives who
werein the Tribhuvan Room were interviewed less than a
week after the massacre. Many said they could not recall
exact details because things happened so fast, and also
because of the shock and grief.

There are unconfirmed details: did the fatally wounded
King Birendratry to reach for agun that Dipendrathrew? Was

eyewitnesses, but none of them have any doubts about who
didit.

The Nepali public has an image of Dipendrawhich is a
composite of what the palace wanted us to know. But family
members are now coming out with hush-hush stories about
Dipendra’s past behaviour: an easy-going and pampered
crown prince used to getting what he wanted, his gun fetish,
his previous shooting sprees, his violent outbursts in which
Princess Sruti and other relatives and friends had been
victims, his frequent drink and drug-induced rage. One bout of
viciousness was on his birthday almost exactly a year ago.

the person in the red sari seen by awaiter running into the
garden Queen Aishwarya? How many times did Dipendrago

Dipendracarried his MP-5 submachine guns wherever he
went. Palace officials were used to him frequently blazing

Rajeevalso cameand helped. I
couldn’t tell where he was hit. ..
Birendra dai tried to getup. And he
washoldinga. ... I'said leave thisand
snatched it. The magazine came out
and I threw itaway. Sometime later
there wasa bang, Sani diju (Princess
Shanti) came running in. Therewasa
shotfrom outsideand my maili
bhauju (middlesister-in-law, Queen
Komal) fell, then I sawthat Gorakh
had been hit. He (Dipendra) wassstill
cominginand Dhirendra said ‘Babu,
that’senough’. He had justfinished
saying thatwhen he wasshot.
Immediately after Dai (King Birendra)

her). . .again he served drinks, thenat
about8:30 His Majesty arrived. At
that time Dai (Dipendra) waswith us
inside, in the room where the incident
took place. Heseemed drunk and fell,
asifhe had passed outand wasdown
on thefloor. Gorkah, Nirajan, Rajeev
and myself pidked himupand told
him we were taking him to hisroom
because Thulobuba had already come.
We took him up butdid not puthim
inbed, we put him down onafloor
mattress. Ataround 8:31-32 we
turned off thelightsand came down.
HisMajesty spentabouthalf-an-hour
with the Queen Mother. Then he

“Baba, you have done enough damage.”

fell, Sruti came saying “Bua, Buba”,
butseeing her husband she said
batimilai pani lagyo?’ (You havealso
been hit?”’) and rushed towards

him. ...Thenshefell. Aftershooting

- Prince Dhirendra

came to the room where the incident
took place. The king had just takena
drink. We had noteven said cheers,
we wereina cornerand did not see

thecrown prince coming, .. that’s the

out of theroom, and why? Where exactly were the ADC's away at crows, cats and bats in the palace grounds. In fact, bhai (Dhirendra) he shothissister. cornerwhere we usually stayed, we
during the whole episode? How long did the shooting last? Any  when the first shots were fired, sources told us the Queen Afier that he shot His Majestyagain | youngs (sic) used to stay there o (the
eyewitnesses to Dipendra’s suicide? Why wasn't the queen Mother remarked: “There he goes shooting cats again.” and hefell. . .actually hekilled him elders) didn’tseeussmoking, I did
mother interviewed? Thefollowing is an unofficial translation by Nepali Times | thatthird time.” notsee him coming, L only came to
Thereis inconsistency in the exact timing of various of excerpts from the commission’s transcripts of eyewit- know he had come when thefirst shot
events. There are differences in the recollections of ness testimonies: “mﬁmi&eﬁaﬁdﬂlﬁ;omme
camein, jesty had just
0 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 ‘Whatamyoudoing?’Bang’bang’lle
the others), I opened thedoorand was hit hereand here (pointing). His
stepped out. The Queen Mother was Majestyfell. Dr Rajeevand I were
behind me. . .I then entered the together. Both of us rushed to him.
Billiard Room. . .and looked all Dr Rajeev reached His Majesty, butI
around. Everyonewas on theground. wasstopped by Princess Shoba. I
Dhirendra wascrying in pain. I rushed went back and told thessisters to take
badk to the Queen Motherand told coverand lielow. Atabout this time
her everyone except Dhirendra were the Crown Prince came in again. I saw
dead. Sheasked where s theking; Prince Paras: “Wereached therea | himshootatHis Majesty. I sawhim
Paras said I have sent him to hospital litdeafter7:30,about7:40. Everyone | shootDhirendra. When hewas
already. Then she asked where were elsehad come. Mummy, myself; sister | returning the second time Dhirendra
the queenand Nirajan. At that time and Himani (wife) werea litdelate. said ‘Baba, you have doneenough
the two stepped out. The Queen was The Crown Princeappeared like he damage’. No sooner had hesaid that,
Queen Komal: “I was presentatthe | Princess Helen Shah (King infrontand Nirajan wasfollowing...I | drifted towards the Billiard Room. had alreadyhad some cocktails. (He | thanbang-bangonehithim here
family gatheringat TribhuvanSadan | Birendra’s aunt): (She wassitting don’tknowwhere. Thenwewentto | Thecrown prince wasnot there. asked) whatwould you like? Idecided | (pointing). Then hefell,and after that
thatday. Ilearnt that the crown prince | with the Queen Motherin the hospital.” Dhirendra told me thatfour people to have justa Coke. T have been itwas oneafteranother, I cannot
had goneto restearly. Sometimelater | anteroom, heard gunshotsand some had taken him (Dipendra) to his drinking whiskey,” hesaid. Hewasok | recall. [had already turned backand
there wasa burst of gunfireand the peoplerunning in the garden. She Princess Shoba Shahi (King room. Then weentered the Billiard until that time, but seemed intoxi- was helping thesisters to take cover. I
bulletshit the ceiling. After thatIsaw | thoughttheyoungsterswereplaying. | Birendra’s youngestsister, now Room. Awhilelater, he (Dipendra) cated. (When I asked) whathappened | sawHisMajesty, Kumar Gorakhand
that King Birendra had been hiton the | In theend she heard oneortwoshots. | recuperating in hospital). “Itwas | appeared incombatdothes (sobs),he | hesaid: ‘We'vebeen discussing Kumar Khadgafall, more orlessat the
rightside of hisnedk. KumarKhadga | Then therewassilence.) “About7-8 | ournormal Third Friday gathering; hadabiggun. Hedid nottalk,allof | marriage. Ispokewith mua (his same time. [twas the MP-5 that had
and Kumar Gorakh werealso shot. minutesafter that Parascamerunning | Noargument, no discussion it was us were there, and there was the mother) and with Afumuma (Queen | hitthe three, this was the same MP-5
ThenI washitin the back and I fell (and told us). After hearing that justa gathering. He (Dipendra) had sound of gunshots. ..Wedid notthink | Mother), both havesaid no.’ Thiswas | which HisMajesty picked up.
down. .. (Princess) Shanti had fallen ‘Amumuma dai-leta Thulobuba served drinksand then gone tofetch that heintended to kill, we thought abouteighto’dodk. Princess Sobha took itawayand
overme,and I could notseeanything | dekbi liyara sabai janalai goli hanye’ | Mummy (Queen Mother). . . After the gun had gone offby mistake. Ataround eight the Queen removed the magazine, and putit
after that.” (DipendrashotKingBirendraandall | chattingwith our mothersweall Birendra daifell. [wentand held him. | Mothercame, (Dipendrahadfetched | downon thefloor. Maybeshe
HERE AND THERE by DANIEL LAK

LONDON: A shortvisit to this self-regarding centre of the universe was an
opportunity not to be missed, given the intensive turmoil and pained
introspection going on in Kathmandu. The occasion was an awards
banquet, an evening of glitter and cocktails to honour the best of
“development journalism”. I came away without an award but chockfull of
thoughts, opinions and ideas— the columnists stock-in-trade.

Firstimpressions count so as I hurried into the five star hotel ballroom,
the receptors were turned up to maximum absorption rate. Odd thing, I
thought, to pay homage to coverage of poverty and humanitarian issuesata
$100 dollara plate dinner. The master of ceremonies, a respected
television anchorman in Britain, made the obligatory observation that we
should be having a bowl of rice and African mealy meal, just to set the tone
right. I nodded sagely and sipped some expensive wine.

os

Smile, you’re on camera

Here we were, congratulating ourselves with mutual backpats about our splendid work
on behalf of the poor, and where were those with first hand experience?

The nominees for the various categories were very, very good, almostall
of the them well-meaning, compassionate and hard-hitting. Froma BBC
colleague in Africa, a withering look at how safari tourism in the exquisite
Serengeti National Park was displacinglocal people; how callow visitors
believed it was all for the better, that it was okay to banish entire
communities or families because their maize patches were an eyesore for the
hard-currency-and-cameras crowd. Another highlight wasa twisted yet
wonderful look at racism in Britain. A bearded comedian, the British born
son of Iranian parents, took a group of Iraqi Kurdish refugees outfora
night in the most socially conservative part of northern England. Through
laughter, welearnt just how bad it still is out there.

Aradio documentary into the use of rape asa weapon in Bosnia brought
tears of anger, then a feeling of deep admiration for the survivors of
unspeakable Balkan atrocities. [t was a useful reminder of just how
horrible that conflict continues to be. Amnesty International’s
advertising campaign against British and German arms exports, especially
implements of torture, pricked the conscience but probably did verylitde
to influence the arms merchants. Blurry images from Dubai of the annual
convention of dealers in death interspersed with pictures of a smiling
English salesman testing an electric shock device that eventually ended up
inIndonesia, part of the torture cupboards in ex-President Suharto’s

intelligence agencies.

As the evening went on, and disappointmentat finishing second eased
with each glass of wine, my reflexive cynicism kicked in and started me

wondering about a few things. For one, where were the producersand
journalists from the developing world itself? Here we were, congratulating
ourselves with mutual backpats about our splendid work on behalf of the
poor, and where were those with first hand experience? In fact, it took a
special category award funded by the World Bank to recognize work done
in distant lands, and even then the winners were Americans. Never mind
that their film about the searing South African Truth and Reconciliation
commission was powerful beyond belief. The runner-up in the category
was my personal favourite of the evening: a film from Cambodia abouta
group of tribesmen digging a trench across their country to lay fibre optic
cables. It was delicious irony, of the saddest possible variety.

The night belonged to a soap opera though. Sou:/Cityis produced
byan NGO in South Africa and its the country’s most popular television
programme. We watched an episode about domestic violence but almost
every other social issue imaginable has been covered. Sou/City
entertain, enlightens and educates and it reaches about 80 per cent of the
urban black population —a shining example of the good work that media
can do, freed of the shackles of government interference and Murdoch-

style profit seeking.

Thisall took place as traumatized Nepalis were hearing about the
horrendous rampage at the royal palace three weeks ago, and if nothing
else, the evening taught me that many, many people have immense
challenges in their lives. All that remains is to get on with it, and give it

your best shot. Smile for the camera. ¢
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“l saw him (Dipendra Shah) coming in
from the main door in combat

uniform carrying two machine guns.”
- KHetaki Chester

thought thiswas the only weapon, but
Dai (Dipendra) also had other
weapons, | had seen them. One
handgun was on hisleftside the MP-5
wasin hisright pocket. ..Idid notsee
what happened outside. He had the
shotgunand the M-16 on his
shoulders.

Hemayhave goneinand come
outwithina minute, or perhaps 30
seconds. He came back with the big
gun,an M-16,and hit Thulo Buba
(King Birendra) in thehead, then
Kumar Khadgafell. I did notsee Sruti
come butsaw her telling Gorakh,
‘Baba you have been hit.” Princess
Sarada went to where Kumar Khadga
had fallen, shelay over hisbody
sobbing “What has happened to you,
what has happened to you:” The
crown prince came back and shother
at pointblank range. . .when he came
for the third time he shotat Jayanti
diju, Ketaki. . .and Sruti. Then he
came towards the tall chair, we were
directly in front of him. I said “What
areyoudoing. . .whatareyou
doing. . .please go.” Ifhe had shot: I
was there, Mahesh was there, Rabi
was there. I had hidden them there.
Mysister was behind Mahesh. My
wife was there. I had hidden three of
the (cousin) sisters there and another
onebehind whatlookslikea sofa. To
Dai (Dipendra) I said: “Please, what
areyou doing, weare the only ones
here”. One-by-one helooked atus
and left. Igotupand went to
Kanchho Buba (Dhirendra). He told
me: “Paras] can’tmove mylegs,
please try to move them.” Then he
told me to protect the children, I did
noteven seen my mother (Queen
Komal) fall. She was trying to get up
from under Princess Shanti. I went
and helped mumagetup. . .thenl
went to the Queen Mother’sroom. I
had heard firing outsideand thoughtit
camefrom there, butit wasquietin
theroom. I told them what had

happened. By then thefiring had
stopped.

Dai’s ADC camessaying ‘He shot
himself, he shot himself’. I asked him
where was Bhai (Nirajan), he said he
had been shot. I asked where was
Thulo Muma (the Queen) he told me
Thulo Muma wasdown, everyone
wasdownand Thulo Muma had no
chance. I did not see what
happened. . .outside Bhai (Dipendra)
waslying down groaning in pain.

(Reasonsfor shooting) I think it
was the marriageissue. This disucssion
had begun on hislast birthday. We
discussed who were “against” and who
were “with”. Bhai (Nirajan) and I
were “with”. We did whatever he
said. Rajeevwas “with”, Sruti,
Gorakh and other sisters were
“against”. I think that was the main

reason.”

Princess Prerana (Paras’ sister):
.. .Aftersometime Dipendra (came)
inarmydress. . firsthefired up on the

ceiling, then heshot Thulo Buba
(KingBirendra). . .Idon’tknowwho
else heshot, I sawall of them on the
ground. . .Daju (Paras) hid usall
behind the sofa, we were behind him.
IsawThulo Bubaand myunde
(Dhirendra) being hit. I saw the others
onlyafter they had fallen.

Princess Sitashma (Dhirendra’s
daughter): “We were near the bar. I
cameinaboutan hourlater Thul Dai
(Dipendra) cameinanarmydress, we
stood by just watching, then there was
thesound offiring. Paras-da said get
downgetdownand we hid. ThenI
sawmy father going down dowly.
Hearing the machine gun we stayed
hidden. He (Dipendra) came, looked
atusand left. ThenI heard what
happened outside, we did notseeit.”

Princess Dilasha (Dhirendra’s
daughter): “We hadn’teven said
cheers. We were just talking. . .then
there wasautomatic gunfire. We were
shocked. His Majesty had been shot,
he was hit in the neck. I saw that,
alsosawhim fall down.”

Kumar Gorakh (Princess Sruti's
husband, still in hospital): “I
heard gunshots, I thoughtitwas
crackers. I didn’tknowwhat was
happening, thenI saw His Majesty
fall. Then everyone started saying
“Whathappened, what have you
done?”’ I ranfrom the corner to the
side where His Majesty was. I looked
athim and said he’s been shot, then
when I was returning, well. . .what to
say. .. Dipendra Shah (sobs) cameand
shoteveryone who was there. I was
behind a table or something when I
was hitand fell to thefloor. He was
goinginand out. Theonly person
witha gun was Dipendra Shah, no
oneelse was there. He returned and
picked out those who had been hurt,
tookaimand shot, tookaimand
shot...whatelseis there to say
(weeps). He had atleast two machine

guns. Also perhapsa pistol. I think I
saw that much. I don’tknowthe
make of the machinegun. Butwhen
he held up the gun there wasaflash. I
thought thisis theend, that was when
I'washit. Ifell.  could not move.
Then my wife (Sruti) came to see
what had happened to father. I said:
Baba, malai pani dagyo’ (I have also
been hit). She took mein her lap,
then he came and shot her. Both of us
fell thereand others cameand took us

tohospital.”

Rabi Sumshere Rana (Married to
King Birendra’s aunt): “...His
Majesty had takena Coca-Colaand
moved towards the billiard table, I

running towardsusand stood behind
KingBirendra trying to support him.
....I think I saw the queen rushing
out...”

Ketaki Chester (Prince
Basundhara’s daughter): “I saw him
(Dipendra) coming infrom the main
door in combatuniform carrying two
machineguns. . .Idid not think they
were real. Myssister (Jayanti) was near
meand I said, “Isn’t he too old to
comeinauniforminfront of other
people” Mysister isnowdead. She
said, Idon’tknow. ThenI thoughthe
was bringing the weapons to show
them to His Majesty. He walked
straight into the roomand stood about

“l heard gunshots and... a woman’s

voice saying ‘call the doctor.’

- Colonel Sunder Pratap Rana

was two or three stepsbehind and he
called me. I moved forward and he
asked howI was. I said everything was
fineand then Mahesh Kumar entered
and said his wife could not come
because of arthritis. His Majesty
moved forward and said thatgout,
uricacid, cholesterol were in the
family. Before he had finished talking
aboutcholesterol, Mahesh Kumarleft
and another man came (towardsus).
Notarmyuniform, thatdressis
knownasafatigue, Ilooked dosely
and I noticed it was the Crown
Prince. I thoughthelooked atmeand
I think he smiled. Then there wasa
burst of three shots. What to do. His
Majesty just stood and watched, I just
stood there watching, I knew he wasa
happy-go-lucky person, but this was
noway to fool around. ThenI saw
blood gushing outof king’sside. I
yelled: “Doctor!”. ... the King said
“What have you done?” He
(Dipendra) had bolted out of the
room. Then, inutter panic, I
screamed foran ambulance...”

Maheswor Kumar Singh (married
to King Birendra’s aunt): “...When
T arrived the Crown Prince was
already there. He was playing billiards
on his own. Heasked me to takea
drink. Hewas manning the bar
himself... I took adrink and parked it
ona table. Itwasabout7:30-7:45,
and he (Dipendra) went out. His
Majesty the King was not there yet.
So we went to greet the Queen
Mother, and Her Majesty the Queen
wasalso there. We were chatting
when His Majesty arrived atabout
8:30,and thenIstepped out. After
about 10-15 minutes His
Majesty...went to the Billiard Room.
He (theking) had adrink in his
hand.. .Iwentupand told him my
wife could not comeand were talking
about health, ...(atabout) 8:50-8:55.1
heard asound from behind and turned
back. I saw the Crown Princein
complete battle dress, cap,an
automatic weapon could bedeady
seen in hishands. About one or two
seconds later there were two sounds. I
thoughtitwasfrom the TV. Itwas
very near my earsand thoughtmy
eardrumshad burst, I blinked. I
turned to see what was
happening,. . .Rajeev Shahi wasalready

10feetaway from His Majesty then I
heard abang; I did not think it wasa
gunshot. Thegun in his right hand was
aimed u ThenIsmet
somethingand told mysister this could
beammunition. Heturned and headed
out, we stepped forward and saw that
His Majesty had been hitand he was
fallingdown slowly. . .Jater I sawHer
Majesty marching out of the door, I
called out to her twice. [ heard the
machine gun firetwiceand told
Dhirendra whom I washolding; ‘He
may haveshot Her Majesty’. . .when
Her Majesty ran out, ..., I sawNirajan
runningafterher...”

Capt Rajeev Shahi (husband of
Dhirendra’s daughter, ): ”T heard
that His Majesty had been shot. By
the time he had alreadyfallen. I
opened the coatand pressed the right
side ofhis neck (to stop thebleeding).
Thekingsaid “Rajeev, 'vealso been
hitin mystomach”. ..T had notseen
the Crown Prince until then because
hehad run out. Then he cameback in.
Dhirendra Shah had tried to stop him
saying ‘Baba whatare you doing?”and

hewasshot.” see p. 6 E>

Soon, the Children’s War?

There’s a relatively new but alarmingly fast-growing phenomenon
that needs the attention of Nepali child and human rights activitsts.
The recent Global Report on Child Soldiers 2001 released last
week by Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers says that
about 30 percent of the guerillas involved in the underground
CPN-Maoist led People’s War are children. The report claims
that Maoists are using school students and younger children in
the five-year-old insurgency. Six guerrillas under 18 were
killed in a single encounter in 1999 in Kavrepalanchok district.
“The Maoist leadership is fully aware that children under 18
are recruited to their cause,” says National Human Rights
Commission member Professor Kapil Shrestha.

The Report says that while the recruitment of children is
not yet a widespread occurrence, there are “symptoms” that it
could turn into a serious problem soon. Most of the children in
the Maoist insurgency are believed to be between the ages of
14 and 18, but the presence and use of even younger children
cannot be ruled out. The Report points out to the possibilities
that they are being forced to pick up arms against their will.
The Human Rights and Peace Society, a Nepali rights NGO,
reported that at least 30 children were abducted by the
Maoists last year, but it cannot confirm if they were abducted
to be trained for the life of insurgents.

The 1962 Royal Nepal Army New Recruitment Rules
requires that a person be at least 18 year old to be recruited.
Similarly, the Asia-Pacific Conference on the Use of Children
as Soldiers held here in 2000 endorsed the same age provision
for recruitment in the army.

How are Nepali women doing?

Not too well, according to the World Bank. A new Bank study
concludes that women’s subordinate position in society is the main
impediment to their accessing health care facilities.

Other reasons rural Nepali women often do not receive
adequate care are lack of knowledge, an unwillingness to disclose
illness and ignoring ailments. Such attitudes to sickness are
usually the result of other phenomena like few trained women at
health care posts, and the unavailability of cash, an excessive
workload , and caste-based discrimination, all of which are
found to impact
women’s health more
than that of men. The
study says that
flawed policies
compound the
problem. Rural
women would have
better access to
health care if women
were better
represented at the
policy level,
policymakers
understood gender
issues better, there
were a women's
health database,
more staff and supplies and political commitment.

What can be done to improve the situation? The report says
starting awareness programmes to increase knowledge about
women’s health, “developing women'’s capacity to visit health
care facilities”, working with traditional healers, encouraging
women to participate in health management and incorporating
gender issues at every level of planning would all help.

Since we know why Nepali women aren't healthy, and what
to do about it, it should be an easy ride from here on.
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e Accommodation with Breakiast °
e FPruit basket & cookRies in the room °

e 20% discount on food & beverage °

Surmmer opecial Package

Per person for two nights on twin sharing basis RRs. 2400.

Tound irip transportation (Jf required)
Welcome drinks on arrival
Escort Tor mini freR/hike

Children below 12 years sharing parents’ room Iree except meals.
Package Tor Repalese & Expats & valid till September 2001
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Colonel Sunder Pratap Rana to get through to the army “sir I can hear shots.” I went broke the door and stepped in, with guns in two hands, he was He had a gun in front. I thought
(ADC to His Majesty the King | hospital and doctor I went straight ahead and reached the later I followed. They had covered | moving backwardsand the he may be going out somewhere.
who was 40 or 50 m away from | towards where the firing had broken door. From there myeyes | His Majesty and because my (woman in red) was in front of The firing started the moment (he
the scene of the crime): “The come from. By the time thedoor | went to the entrance door.Isaw | responsibility was the Queen him, we could not recognise entered) the room, then I became
time was. ..after nine, after nine. | had been broken. I helped the the crown prince step outand Mother, I began to look for her... The two were not talking, | scared, my heartbegan pounding,
There was a sound of the colonel carry His Majesty outand | pulled at the door (broken one).I | her...I searched for the Queen they were running, shouting, I ran away. ...I had seen (guns) in
cupboard moving. I said whatwas | after the car left, I went back to knew the door would be locked Mother among the female corpses | screaming. I cannot say who was two of his hands, one was big,
happening and Major Gajendra call the doctor again and ordered | from the inside, thenIranaround | butdid notfind her...thenIcame | speaking. The women in theroom | another small...He wasina scary
(Bohra, Dipendra’s ADC) stepped | more vehicles...Ilooked around and peeped but I could not see out from another window...thenI | were screaming.” position.... Seeing him with
out. Assoon as he stepped out,I | for Her Majestyand notfinding | anything, thenI turned back. At | didn’tknow where she was weapons, I was scared, my heart
heard gunshotsand Her her in the room I came back to that time I saw another ADC coming from, she called me Bacchuram KC, skipped a beat (mutu
Majesty’s,a woman’s voice saying | the ADC room and called the coming and moved forward— ‘Chakra...” Kitchen boy: “I had chaskiyo), still I
‘call the doctor.’ I tried to call nanny in her quarters. The nanny | slowly—becauseI had seen gone inside (the room) stood byand
the doctor on my mobile, and told me Her Majesty had not firearms. My aim was to protect | Captain Pawan Khatri: (ADC | with cold drinksabout watched where
could not. Then I ordered for the | returned so I went out towards the crown prince...by the time His Majesty the king, in the two minutes before the he was heading.
fighting force and moved forward. | the garden, where I met Major the colonel had entered the room, | duty room after the king went | incident. After I had But after he went
There was another round of firing. | Gajendra. As we went forward we | and I also saw thatinsideallhad | to Tribhuvan room from his come about 10 metres inand I heard the
I kept moving forward. Inside the | sawa body near a bend. It was fallen...All had fallen but at the office): “We were chatting when | north from the door of loud noise, there
hall I saw people on the ground, groaning, coming up close I time I did noteven think that the | there wasa bang, bang sound the room, the Crown was no point for
but could not make out where recognised the Crown Princeand | crown prince had shot himself, I from outside. We had just Prince came in army dress. me to stay there.
who was. I was running from ordered the people with me to was only thinking of how to get stepped out when we heard loud
outside and looking inside... I take him away. Then whileIwas | him under control, if nothinghad | firing. Then we heard ‘call the
found the His Majestyina group | turningaround, I saw Prince happened to him it would take doctor’ from inside. The Colonel
and feltif I carried His Majesty Nirajan flat (sic)... and senthim | much time to control him,sowe | was on the phone, on the set I
and went back the same way the | to hospital.” Because I had not were looking around slowly. Then | called for the military police and
same man who had shot him yet found Her Majesty I went we heard a sound from the stairs | ranforward...whenI reached near
could attack us, so I ordered that | in...Isawsomething red on the leading to the garden. [t wasa (the room), I sawa man in
the door be broken. We checked | side of the door, I ran up the loud groaning noise, the groaning | combat fatigue leave from the
his airways, bleeding and circula- | stairsand there was Her Majesty. | was there till we had reached the | back door, in the garden-side
tion, His Majesty had survive(d) Because I could notcarryheron | hospital. Following the noise we door with a gun whose light was
the attack. We then puthimina | myownI called the military found the crown prince and on, the gun was facing this side
car and left for the hospital.” police, putherinacarand took | broughthim out...” (sic) and the person was about to

her to hospital.” turn. The light on the gun was
Major Ananta Keshar Shima Captain Chakra Shah (ADC to | still on. I'stood outside and had
(ADC to Her Majesty, who was | Major Gajendra Bohara (ADC | the Queen Mother): “...After my pistol in my hands, after that I
also in the nearby office): “A to Dipendra, also in the ADC | hearing ‘call the doctor, call the went to support Colonel Sunder
woman’s voice had ordered usto | office at the time): “I was doctor’ we ran towards (the Pratap.”
call adoctor, it could havebeen | working on the computer when room). I was on duty in the area
Sruti’s or Her Majesty’s voice. Sunder Pratap said what hap- for the first time so I did not Santa Bahadur Khadka,
ThenI tried to calladoctor from | pened? I stepped outand then know where the entrance was...I | Kitchen Boy: “...The Crown
the office telephone. After failing | heard the sound of firing, and said | tried to open the door, others Prince was moving backwards
by R KHADKA

“Young and old? Any girls?”

Incarceration of inocents

"Most of us were young, between 18 and 22 years of age; there were
one or two older men, around 40 years old. There were no girls.”

“And none of you said anything or asked why you had been

brought there?”

“So when they let you go, all they said was to cut your hair?”
"Yes. And we were let go because the family we work for know
important people. That's why we were let go early. There were
still people in the police station when we left.”

“Did the police take down your name?”

RAVI MANANDHAR

ranscript of a telephone conversation last week between
the author and two boys from Kalanki who were picked up
by police on Friday morning at 11:30 while they were buying
vegetables. The family employing the boys went to the top
echelons of police to have them released. The actual names of the
boys have been altered.

“Hello, can you tell me your name”?
"My name is Ram.”

“Your friend’s name?”
"Hari.”

“l understand the police took you and your friend to the police
station yesterday...”
"Yes, they did.”

“When did they arrest you and then let you go?”
"They took us to the police station around 11:30 a.m. yesterday
and let us go around three-thirty p.m. today.”

“Can you tell me how they arrested you? What were you
doing?”

"Hari and | were going to buy vegetables for the house. A police
van pulled up and one of the policemen said to us,’A friend has
called you" and bundled us in and took us to the police station.”

“Did you say anything?”
"No one said anything.”

“How many of you were there at the station?”
"Oh, twenty or twenty one of us...”

"No. None of us could say anything to the police. The police said
they'd beat us if we talked. So no one dared say anything.”

“Did you find out how the other young men had been brought to
the police station?”

"Some of them had been told what we were told: that a friend was
waiting for them at the police station; but some others had been
asked if they wanted to join the police force...”

“What kind of boys were there? Tough ones? Local hoodlums,
you think?”
"Oh, no. Just regular boys. Nobody tough...just normal fellows.”

“Were you all in one single room or in separate rooms? Was
there anything to sit on, or did you remain standing all night?

"We were all in one room. There was nothing to sit on. No chairs or
benches. It was a cemented floor. There was one straw mat in the
room.”

“What if you wanted to go to the bathroom?”
"There was a bucket in the room to pee..."

“And what if you had to more than just pee?”
"A police escorted us to a bathroom outside.”

“Did they feed you?”
“Oh, no. They said we had to buy our food. Nobody ate, So no one
went to the bathroom.”

“How did you sleep? Standing up or on the floor?”
"We all slept on the floor, all piled on top of each other. Feet resting
on other people’s heads...”

“Were there more of you at night than when you were first
brought in?”
"A few more were brought in, but no more that 23 or 25 of us total...”

“So what did they say when they let you go in the morning?”
"Nothing really. | was told not to keep my hair long, to cut it and keep
it short.”

“Did the others have long hair?”

"No..."

“Were there any with shaved heads?”
"Yes, quite a few, and Hari had an earring.”

"Yes, they did.”

Later, | called the police station where Ram and Hari had been
held. A police officer answered and very politely answered my
queries.

“Officer, is it true that the police has been taking into custody
young men in our neighbourhood?”
"Yes, sir, that is true.”

“And why is that?”

"Well, sir, in the past few days, the situation in our city has been
quite delicate, so we've been bringing in young men who
appear to be troublemakers...”

“Is it still going on?”
"Well, sir, it's going to depend upon the situation. Today has
been quiet. Nobody has been arrested.”

“There were a few arrests yesterday, is that right?”

“Yes, sir. But they've all been released with warnings. To not to
think about causing trouble. Given the situation in the city these
days, sir, we're bringing in those kinds of young men who have
earring, long hair, those who look suspicious. But today, there is
no one here.”

“Tell me, officer, is this happening only in our neighbourhood
or all over the city?”
"All over the city, sir.”

“So you have the right to arrest anyone you feel looks
suspicious and just might cause trouble?”
“That is right, sir.”

“And who gave you this order, officer?”
"From above, sir?”

“The police headquarters? the ministry?”
"Yes, sir, from above...and who are you, sir?

“llive in the neighbourhood.”
“| see, sir.”

“Well, officer, thank you very much. You've been most
helpful.”
“Thank you, sir."
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“There Is a conspiracy in this country
to turn our youth into drug addicts.

Even the royal family is not safe.”

That was when it became
very emotional for me. The
shock finally hit me: all the royal
family was gone. Till then, no
one had told me what had
happened, but | knew these
were bullet injuries and it began
to sink in that whoever did this
was trying to wipe out the whole
royal family. Possibilities began
racing through my mind: could it
be the military, the Maoists? But
| didn't ask anyone. | paid my
last respects to the king and
walked out. | had flashes of
memory of having met him
during a big international
neurosurgical conference in
Kathmandu three years ago: he
was a perfect gentleman, and
he felt deeply for the country. It
was difficult to accept that he

army neurosurgeon, Dr
Sharma, we called the Bir
Hospital plastic surgeon Dr
Joshi and fortunately we had
theatre assistants who had
worked with me before at
Everest Nursing Home. That
was very convenient, because
they were familiar with my
technique which is important.
But before the surgery, | looked
at the other injured to see if
there were any other
neurosurgical casualties.
Dhirendra was very breathless,
but conscious, Princess Komal
was in the corner with a chest
wound, the bullet having just
spared her heart, Kumar
Gorakh was there, Ketaki
Chester had a shoulder wound
but she was able to talk.

Late King Birendra with Dr Devkota at an international neurosurgical

con fermfe in Kathmandu in 1999.

was gone, it was as hig a loss
for me as when | lost my father
and mother.

Then | was rushed upstairs,
and | couldn't think about that
anymore. The army medical
personnel had prioritised the
patients according to their
condition. | changed into
surgical greens, and entered
the operation theatre, passing
four more injured patients
whom | didn't recognise then.
The crown prince was there with
two wounds on either side of his
head, some blood and brain
tissue oozing out. There were
no other wounds in his body,
and they had taken everything
out except his underwear. They
had already put a tube down his
throat, an IV line, it had all been
done very professionally. The
blood pressure and heart rate
were on the monitor, reasonably
okay at 110/70 or 80. He had
dilated and fixed pupils, but he
was twisting his arms and legs,
which meant he was not brain
dead. He was trying to breathe,
they were assisting his breath-
ing with bagging. So in my
assessment at that time he had
a Glasgow Coma Score of 4,
not 3 which is the lowest. The
outlook was extremely poor. We
had to attempt the best possible
care, and give a chance for a
miracle to happen.

There were extremely
competent colleagues attending
to the crown prince, and we
proceeded to paralyse him, put
him on a mechanical ventilator
and arrange four units of blood
for the surgery. We had the

The entry wound on the
crown prince was just behind
the ear on the left side about 1
cm wide, a bigger exit wound on
the right side above the ear.
There was a decision to be
made: should | take him to the
neurosurgery ICU at Bir which
has better equipment and
trained staff. | realised that the
transfer itself would jeopardise
what little chance of survival he
had. We did a brain x-ray to rule
out metal fragments so that we
could do an MRI later—to do an
MRI with metal inside would
have been inexcusable. There
was no metal. We enlarged the
wound on the left side, removed
dead brain tissue, stitched fit,
turned the patient around and
carried out the standard
procedure, cauterising,
removing bone fragments,
leaving an opening in the
covering of the brain in case of
future infection. Then Dr Joshi
provided the skin cover.

Finally, | had time to go to the
surgeons’ room. | had a chat
with some colleagues and at
last | heard: the person | had
just performed surgery on, the
crown prince, had killed
everyone. Personally, for me
there was a sense of relief. Of
course, it was a terrible tragedy
for the royal family, but the other
alternatives (that it was an
outside job) were more sinister

for the country. | had lost track of
time, it was now getting light
outside. We did the MRI, the
bullet had gone through both
thalami causing intraventricular
bleeding. These were all bad
signs. The treatment plan was
standard: take him to the ICU,
continue antibiotics, continue
ventilation to reduce intracranial
pressure, elevate the head to 30
degrees. Dr Shrestha said okay,
we can disperse and meet at
ten in the morning, but Prince
Gyanendra was supposed to
arrive any moment so we
waited. The feeling in the army
hospital was: well, at least
somebody from the royal family
is alive and there is someone to
take charge of the situation.

The prince arrived, he took a
quick look at all the casualties,
he went up to the library and
called Dr Shrestha and me. The
prince looked at me and asked:
“Tell me, how is the crown
prince.” | described the situation
without any ambiguity: any
through-and-through injury of
the brain behind the hairline is
usually fatal. | said that although
he is still alive, the long-term
prognosis is very, very poor.
The prince looked very grave,
but kept his composure. He
looked like he was under
control, he was decisive and
did not waste time. In retro-
spect, | realised that they had
a very serious problem
communicating to the public,
letting the media know. But |
have to say that they never
interfered with the medical
side of things.

We planned to meet at
1000 and dispersed. | had
just gone home and taken a
shower when the hospital
called again and said | had to
come down to reassess the
situation by nine o'clock. |
called and stopped all
sedation and the drugs for
paralysis, and by the time | got
there at nine the patient was
marginally better, he was
trying to move his legs,
breathe and cough. He was

alive, the same as yesterday if
not better, and we had to
continue aggressively treating
him. This was conveyed up the
line, and | think the procedures
got underway to declare him
king, declare King Birendra
dead and Gyanendra Regent.

Sunday was a very stressful
day, we had to attend to Prince
Dhirendra and we hadn't eaten
anything all day. By Sunday
evening King Dipendra was
moving rapidly into brain dead
criteria, we had a medical board
meeting, we met Prince
Gyanendra, told him that the
chances of surviving were zero
and explained the options: with
the family's full consent you
could turn off the ventilator, or
you could follow cultural norms
and let nature take its course
and consider the patient dead
only after the heart stops
beating. Prince Gyanendra
listened to this, and said: “Let
me discuss this with the Queen
Mother.” He came back soon
after and told me: “Ok, doctor,
let nature take its course. Keep
on treating him.” He also told us
to do everything possible for
Bhai (Dhirendra). Early Monday
morning, King Dipendra’s heart
stopped, there was an effort to
resuscitate him, but he did not
make it. He came into our care
as crown prince, and
died as king.

Now, if you ask me if there
was a conspiracy. | should say,
not directly. But there is a
conspiracy in this country to turn
our youth into drug addicts. Even
the royal family is not safe. This
is a conspiracy by the mafia and
the traffickers. ¢

(Dr Upendra Devkota is Chief
of Neurosurgery at Bir Hospital
and was trained at the Institute
for Neurological Sciences in
Glasgow and the Atkinson
Morley’s Hospital in London.)
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REMEMBRANCES by RANJIT RAUNIYAR

The Prince and I

It's been barely two weeks since we returned from Kathmandu.
We woke up overcast Saturday morning to the heavy
circumstances in Nepal. My American friends look at this as a
development in a far away historical subtext, perhaps akin
somewhat to the way I'd react if say Prince Tippytoes in Tonga
had perpetrated a similar situation — more intriguing than tragic,
more fantastical than sad. But for the small Nepali community
here far away in Greater Boston, the immediacy and enormity of
what has happened continue to bring it indescribable pain.

| had met Prince Nirajan for
the first time while | was a
student at the London School of
Economics. He was in his
penultimate year at Eton at the
time and had come to London
along with his two cousin sisters
(daughters of now King
Gyanendra and Prince
Dhirendra, the slain King's
youngest brother) to divert briefly from life at Eton. Chiran, a
close friend of the prince and my classmate at the LSE, had
asked me to come along with him. He seemed to implicitly have
been “commissioned” with showing the honorable guests a
“fine time.”

“Ever considered LSE after school?” | had asked the young
Prince. “My “father” wants me to go to Oxford,” he said seeming
long resigned to the paternal diktat. “Depends on my grades,”
he added. “I haven't been doing too well in school.” As if!

We talked the night away in an Irish bar in the heart of Covent
Garden - in matters relating to life, friends, comedy and school.
“Where in Nepal do you live?" the Prince asked me.
“Kathmandu,” | said. “You should come over some time,” he
said with such nonchalance that | didn't know whether to
chuckle at it or be grateful for it. “Yeah right, come over! Should |
knock on the palace gates when | come over.”

The bouncer at The Hippodrome, a nightclub in the middle of
Leicester square drawing large, unsuspecting tourists to its 80s
style music and its tacky ambience, stopped the prince who was
then barely 18 and asked him for his ID. | felt like interrupting the
big bouncer and saying “Don’t you know silly man, he is the
prince of Nepal.” But the Prince seemed to be savoring his
anonymity, moving along in through with the crowds, eager to be
one in the many.

We didn’'t speak about politics, governance or the role of
monarchy. Instead, we walked along eating hot dogs from a
street vendor, reciprocating the salutations of strangers, and
promising at the end of it all to stay in touch. As it is with these
things, we of course never got around to staying in touch. | never
had an occasion over the years to think much about the Prince
and the Princesses. Until few days ago.

It is hard to personalise a loss when the whole nation has a
claim to the events and circumstances of the last few days that
providence has decreed for Nepal. My entire sadness is not that
a “friend,” is no more but only that if his death had to be, that it
would have come in a similarly unassuming, ordinary and non-
abrasive way as | had for that one week in London, personally
known his life to be. ¢

Ranjit Rauniyar is a graduate of the London School of
Economics and is currently working in Boston.
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Bankrupt banks

Two of Nepal's largest banks have been on the verge of collapse (“What if” NT#26). And the worrying
thing is that there has been no progress whatsoever towards possibly bailing them out. The central
bank decided on the consultants who would take over the management of the Rastriya Banijya Bank
(RBB) about two months ago, but the actual handing over was held up because the same process
has not been completed for the Nepal Bank Limited (NBL). Now its no longer hush-hush: 10 central
bank evaluators, including a representative from the NBL, have decided that all four companies that
had been short-listed for the assignment have been disqualified. So, expect more delays.

Last month, Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) faxed the evaluation committee scorecard to the World
Bank that is to give $25 million (CHK) to the project. All four companies—Price Waterhouse Cooper,
Emst and Young, ICC Bank-UK and Development Partnership-Ireland —scored lower than the
threshold 70 points in the evaluation. Or they were not good enough. The World Bank is said to have
done its own evaluation of the four companies and concluded that all four that failed are capable of
fulfilling the tasks laid out in the Request for Proposal. “The committee’s decision to disqualify all
four companies that were short-listed earlier is suspect,” a source told us.

The World Bank is seeking a re-evaluation of the short-listed
companies—which would entail forming a new evaluation committee
because the one that rejected them is likely to do the same again. With
NBL's consultants not finalised it's now almost certain that the bank reform
project cannot be initiated in September—the fourth of such extended
deadlines, which could even be the final extension, as our World Bank
source says.

A central bank official was defensive: “We're ready to go
ahead with the RBB's reforms, we're committed to address
the NBL's problems too, but there are some technicalities
we've not been able to get over yet.” These technicalities are
said to include handling the unions, getting the support of
political parties and the bank’s shareholders. Private
investors control a majority of NBL shares. “We've been
slow, but sometimes donors tend to want everything to
happen their way,” the source added.

The two banks—the RBB and the NBL—have a total negative networth anywhere in the range of
Rs 20-25 hillion, depending on who is counting. The RBB has been crippled by political loans, and
the reasons for the NBL's ills are insider lending, over-concentration on certain sectors and
business houses. Sources told us that part of the problem with the NBL is its ownership—the
government is a minority shareholder. Some even suspect that its private owners are uninterested
to have reforms because many of them are also borrowoers and would not like external consultants
breathing down their necks.

One reason none were selected was because most of the 41 compnies shortlisted after
responding to NRB's Special Procurement Notice were auditors. “We are looking for managers and
bankers, the companies we were to choose from the list were did not have much experience in
those areas,” said a source in the NRB evaluation team. “We don't know what's wrong with going
with the one with the highest score and start looking at the financial proposals.” That is easier said
than done, because as we have learnt, of four companies screened for managing RBB two have
scores above the 70 percent threshold, and had been evaluated by almost the same evaluation
committee.

There is still another roadblock. In an earlier communication the NRB has told the NBL that it
would have the “final word” in the selection of the consultants, even though it would not have to pay
consultant fees. This means any selection for the management of Nepal Bank Limited by the NRB's
evaluation committee would have to be approved by NBL.

Very few now doubt that the two banks are sinking, when they do they will take the economy
down with them. Worse still all donors are watching how the bank reforms are moving, and could
begin to tighten the purse. We already know that reforming RBB and NBL is a condition for Nepal to
be able to borrow from IMF's Poverty Reduction and Growth Fund.

Given the opposition political parties still against banking reform-- not to talk about dissenters
even within the ruling party--unions are against it and so are defaulting businesses and other
interests that have pushed the banks to bankruptcy. NRB sources say the best way to begin would
be to start with the RBB and gradually rope in the NBL. The World Bank does not like this idea and
with the September deadline approaching, someone has to decide, and fast.

Empty hotels

It was looking like a good summer: Indian tourists had just begun responding to Nepal's “Festival of
Life” campaign. The May statistics from the Nepal Tourism Board were beginning to show the graph
edging cautiously upwards. Total arrivals had increased by 8.5 percent until May 2001. This means
12,312 more tourists came by air in the first five months of 2001 compared to the same period last
year—when Indian Airlines flights remained suspended after the IC 814 hijacking. The increase in
Indian tourists was about nine percent over the post-hijacking lows. Indian arrivals in May were
almost 13 percent more than that in April.

And then the royal massacre happened, and hotels have been empty since. Indian tourist
numbers plummeted from over 500 arrivals on 1 June to barely 50 by 10 June. Hotel occupancy is
in the single digits. However, there seems to be a light at the end of the tunnel, most July bookings
are intact, and the outbound Tibet traffic is expected to fill hotels as scheduled. By this week, even
the casinos were seeing an increase in the trickle of Indian visitors.

NBE gets ISO certification

Nepal Bayern Electric (NBE), which exports engineering and electronics components to Europe,
has been awarded the 1ISO 9002 and ISO 14001 certification related to quality and environment
systems. The audit was conducted by experts from TUV Suddeutscheland of Germany. NBE is
among few Nepali companies to get the certification under 1ISO 14001 norms of International
Standard Organisation, Geneva.

The entire certification process of NBE was assisted by DEG of Germany. “DEG’s interest in
having Nepali companies certified in quality and environment is that trade more than aid is the way
to development,” says Lochan Gyawali of NBE. DEG is an arm of the German government that gives
financial support to viable projects and industries.

Since it was launched in 1993, NBE has been exporting electronic components for use in
satellite, automotive, broadband, and other technologies. The company is run by an all-Nepali team,
and has a dedicated work force of about 500 women workers besides technical staff including
engineers and supervisors. Ruediger Lemp, the German Ambassador to Nepal, in a message
calls the certification “a good demonstration of the usefulness of such bilateral joint ventures”.

NBE is a German-Nepali joint venture between Wust Gmbh, of Munich and the Narayani Group
from Nepal. NBE exports its products to Ireland, Finland and Germany.

ECONOMIC SENSE by ARTHA BEED

At times like these...

We need to adjust to globalisation without changing our culture.

grief-strickenand shodked.

Slowly peopleare trying to
look ahead. And that is what everyone
oughtto do, because the task in front
of usnowis makingfor ourselvesa
workable, brightfuture. Asa country
whoseeconomyissaddled by
aninefficient
government
% andabandh-
loving
opposition, we
§  haveall gotto
§ putinsome
“N moretime

n epal islimping back to normal,

' wonderinghow
/" anationshould
reactin such trying
timeswithoutbringing theeconomy
toastandstill. Thelast two weeks saw
onlya couple of workdays. In order to
gainsomekind of dosure, we have
been following certain rituals of
mourningfrom timeimmemorial. The
challenge we face nowisfitting these
intoamodern paradigm of commerce,
businessand economy.

Theword economyfunctions
around thedock. True, Nepal does
nothave the volumes of thebig
bourses, or commodity exchanges that
transact high volumes of trade or
foreign exchange markets that work

on rates quoted minute to minute,
but there are areas that have been
affected in thelast few weeks. One
could argue that whena nation is
shocked, as we have been, perhaps
moot, but the reality is thatlife goes
on. People who had to retire their
Letters of Credit had to fork out penal
interest, demurrage charges had to be
paid to transporters, rental had to be
paidfor goods that stayed in the other
side of the border. Students going
abroad missed out, because the banks
were notfunctioningand did notissue
Travellers Cheques. People who had
to go out of the countryfor medical
emergenciescould not travel, because
theoffices handling the issuance of
passportsweredosed. People trading
on thelowvolume stodk exchange
had to wait two weeks to square off
their dealsand most havelost in
interest the gains they anticipated.

Thelist of the unquantifiable is
longer. The number of days the
schools have been closed this year
has become evenlonger. The
change in examination dates
especiallyimpacted those taking
international competitive
examinations. The transportation
system came to a virtual standstill,
affecting the movement of agricultural
produoe. InNepal, wherealarge
portion of the populacelives hand-to-
mouth on daily wage, isitfair to
deprive them of their income while
also forcing them to pay morefor

everyday goodsand foodstuff dueto
disruption insupplies. And ina
country thatdepends on tourismas
muchaswedo, shuttingdown the
economy for extended periodsisnota
hxurywe canafford.

It is time we examined our laws
for shutting down the countryand
assessed what they should affectand
what not. The government may not
do much about this since the
bureaucracy is notorious for
enjoying extra days off—the same
reason there slittle real opposition
to the bandhs. Government servants
who avoid work even on the best of
days cannot be expected to support
changes that would require them to
work more. The business
community thatlargely comprises
traders also hasa vested interest in
such situations—they control the
supply chain and gain by charging
an extra five rupees for a litre of
kerosene ora kilogram of sugar.
And the people who really suffer?
They do not even haveaforum to
voice their concerns.

Simply put, we need to make
adjustments to accommodate the
economy in the context of rapid
globalisation without affecting too
adversely the ethos of our
religion, our culture and our
social values. This difficult task
must begin now. ¢

Readerscanposttheir views at
arthabeed@yahoo.com
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ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

hile multinational energy

companiesare trying to

cashin onNepal's
hydroelectric potential, one small
private organisation has been
quietly saving Nepal millions of
dollars by building indigenous
capacity to model projects designed
on Himalayan rivers.

Hydrolabisani
research laboratory that now helpsbig
powerand irrigation projectstodo in
Nepal whatwould have to bedonein
Germany, Canada orNorwayatmuch
higher cost. Hydro Lab's shed located
within the Tribhuvan University
Institute of Engineering campusin
Pulchowk isa private company setup
originallywith supportfrom the
Norwegtan government. The Labgot
help from theNorwegian Institute of
Scienceand Technologyand the
International Center for Hydropower,
and itis the only research organisation
providingspecialised hydraulicmodel
studies in water engineering in Nepal.
"When development expertssay

'capacity building' it hasbecomea
diché, but thisis what capacity
building means-theability to do
professional and world-dass research
workinNepal," says Hydro Lab's
Pratik Pradhan. For decades, research
on proposed water engineering
projectssuchasbridgeand dam
buildingand hydroelectric plantsin
Nepal had to be donein Europeand
India. There wassimply nobodywho
could do it here. Consultants would
ask foreign companies tolook into the
research sideand design their projects
according to thesuggestionsgiven.

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
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Nepal is saving millions of dollars
because expensive hydraulic modelling

can now be done indigenously.

Thisnotonly took upagreatdeal of
timebutalso siphoned off valuable
hard currency outside the nation.

Firststarted asalaboratoryfor
students of the Institute of
Engineeringand later combined with
abranch of the Butwal Power
Company, Hydro Lab gained
momentum when NORAD agreed to
sponsor thelab ona private basisfor
fiveyearsin 1999. By then ithad
already produced two successful
models of the 60 MW Khimt
hydropower projectaswell as the 12
MW Jhimruk River model.

So whyisitimportant to model
river projects’ Pradhan explains:
""We help engineersto designand
modify their projectsbased onlife
size experiments carried out in this
lab so they don't make expensive
mistakes in real life." Thelab is
currendyworking on its third model,
themuch debated Melamchi project.
and design of hydraulicstructures,
testing performances of riverside
structuresfor the Melamchi intake
arebeing carried out. The Lab does

applied research focused on handling
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techniquesin steep sediment carrying
riversand conductsfield studies.

TheMelamchi Riveris replicated
exactlyina 1:30 scale model, where
every boulder on or near theriver bed
thatis more than 1 meter wideis
carved meticulously to see how the
waterflowsaround them. The model
isso perfect that even vegetation is
copied, asare tributariesand gorges
along the Melamchi river. Bigger
rocksand granitefound in theactual
photographed and numberedand
their exact shapes duplicated in
Pulchowk-the only thing s that they
are 30 times smaller.

Whatlook like pebblesare
actually designer rocks carved exactly
out of cementand made to resemble
thereal boulders on the real river. The
Lab can simulate various categories of
floods. Froma murmuring brookin
thedry season with less than 10 cubic
metres per second, the Melamchi can
besimulated into a monsoon torrent
with 70 cumecs. Simulations can even
bemadefor once-in-300-year flash
floodsof up to 1,000 cumecs. Rushing
down thegorgeare pebbles, which if
thiswasa real flashflood would be
bouldersweighingup to 20 tons.

Since Himalayan riversdon'tjust
carry watet, the Lab can also simulate
sediment, and measured amounts of

sedimentareautomatically poured
into theflow. All of these are so
accurateand minute to thelast detail
thatitalmostfeelslike you're some
glantstaringata tiny river below. As
Pradhan, gives the orderstolet the
watersflow, one can actually see why
the Himalayan riversare so hard to
tame. "This can also be done with
computers but with Himalayan
rivers the theory just doesn't work,"
says Pradhan.

Themodel enables Pradhan's
team to study the impact that such
floods would have on the river, the
river bed, and gives them vital
information on where theengineering
projectsshould take place. Pradhan
pointsouta hidden point justaftera
sharp bend and says, "Ideally thedam
should be placed here because in rivers
like these construction should never be
donein thedirect path ofaflood."

Thework however doesnotend
here. "It'sa never ending research,"
says Pradhan. TheLab hasalready

conducted two major model research
projectsand three smaller ones
connection with thefeasibility study for
theNyadi Hydropower Projectand the
Khimt Settling Base Performance Test.

The construction of Melamchi
modéd started in January of 1999 and
was completed within three months.
However itis notaseasyasitsounds.
Because the model has to bean exact
replica of the real terrain the designers
have to actually visit thefield and note
eachand every nookand corner of the
stream. All materialsused hereare
locally manufactured. Compared to
computer research this type of model
study is cheaper and only costs up to
Rs 3,000,000. But seeing its
effectiveness there is no reason why a
projectshould invest millionsin
computer research atleast for the
moment. Until then, Hydro Lab has
and its 15 member staffhave no
competition.

Now on newsstands
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aren’t the only ones getting fat off
it,and high prices we pay have as
much to do with the mathematics
of taxes and bribes at the border,
and meagre subsidies as with our
insatiable greed. Narayan Dhital,
chairman of Kuleswor market says
these factors together raise the price
of mangoes by almost Rs 3 perkg;
Mango accountsfor nine percent of
all fruit grown in Nepal, and almost
31 percent in the mid-hills. The
Department of Agriculture daims
that of all tropical fruits, it gives
priority to the mango, while fruit
growerslaugh bitterlyat the
suggestion. Either way, somethi
SALIL SUBEDI = oughtto bedonctos);rtthiseiil:gand
ookat the mango. Hold itin feed our hunger more economically.
your hands. Feel its weight. Move And itwould be nice to get more
your fingers over its firm, slighdy Nepali mangoes. India accountsfor
sticky body. Bathe yourself in its over 50 percent of theworld’s mango
lush colour. Inhale the aroma that production,and Nepal,a merefour
wafts across its skin. Imagine what percent. Someone madesmartona
lies beneath. Imagine eating it steady mango dietshould figure out
nibble by delicate, heavenly nibble. what percentage of theword’s
Imagine eating it with your beloved. mangoesareconsumed inNepal, just
You are slowly becoming one with so wegetan idea of why weare
the mango. Drool. Slobber. Squish. overwhelmed with mangoesfrom
Slurp. Gobble. Couldn’t wait, across the border. They’realso
could you? delicious, but it would be wonder-
Mango isan undeniably ful to be able to differentiate
amorousfruit. In our observation, between tarai sweetness and mid-
thereis no other food that humans hill flavour, between the varieties

so completely give themselves over
to, not even litchees. Fating a
mango is like falling in love. If you
want mere aphrodisiacs, go eat
chocolate or truffles. Mango is the
fruit of more elevated oneness of
being—the real passion fruit.

Fallacy: Eveate an apple. She
hardly seems the sort to bound up
ina tracksuit, ponytail swinging, do
a set of Swedish exercises and then
crunch with Pepsodent teeth into
anapple. She seems somehow
sensual and more tropical. The
other options seem equally
unlikely—artichoke (naughty in
intention, buta bit too labour-
intensive), pomegranate (also
naughty, butdemanding), banana
(surely she wasn’t this crass), olive
(other, more spiritual uses), figs
(plants otherwise occupied), oranges
(snore). What cou/dshe have eaten?
Durian? Oramental pepper?
Mangoesare4,000 years old and
thrive in tropical dimes, the cradle of
early humanity. In the case of Eve,
mangoesare the prime suspect.

Contrast this with an account
of the patron celestial lovers of
Nepal, Shiva and Parvati. When
they came down to the Himalaya,
the poor lady missed her mangoes
so much, she began to pine quite
away. Shiva, always the devoted
consort, took time offfrom his
hecticadministrative activities and
using his divine powers created
heaven on earth—bybringing the
mango to us. Rightfrom the
beginning, in myth and in literature,
South Asians got it right. True, we
had a head-start—it was love at
first bite and our first eulogy was
written before we released mango
pollenacross water and land—but
still, to produce a body of stories
like we have, where there isa
mango story attached to every
major (and even minor) character,
and where there is not one set of
lovers that does not rendezvous ina
mango grove, is to demonstratea
closer, more visceral relation to the
fruit. Consider a recent gem: “/Ma
mahuri bu radba, timi aanp ke
manjari han (“I am a bee, Radha,
you are aflowering mango tree”—
perhaps, these thingslose
something in translation.)

But before you start putting
them out of sight of your children,
remember that times have changed,
things have moved on, and we are
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now moreliberal. Mango-eating is
awonderful family activity. It’s like
Lego, only better. Mangoes come in
many shades of green, even when
ripe, the yellows go all the way
from golden yellow to canary
yellow to yellow—and green—with
ared or pink blush. There are over
1,000 kinds of mangoes in the
world, 500 of which are somewhat
more common than others. In
Nepal thereare abouta dozen
common varieties, and who-knows-
how-many others in litde groves
hereand there. And that’s not
counting the Indian varieties
available in the market. You can
squelch your way through tarai
varieties like Dashahri, Kishanbhog,
Maldaha, the hybrid Biziand the
punchylitde Suryapuri, the Supare,
Totaphuli, Gulabkha, Gabate,
Sindureand Kakrifrom the mid-
hills, the generic large Nepali Pharse
and the Banganapalli, Bambaiya,
Senoriya, Alphonso (watch for fakes)
and Caleuttiafrom India. Even
slurping can be educational, and
you can make a map with the
different mangoes marking their
natal homes: Jhapa, Kanchanpur,
Rupnagar in the tarai and Kavre,
Trishuli - Bidur, Dhadhing,
Naubise, Palpa and Syangja in the
mid-hills. Ifyou cross the border, as

you will 70 percent of the time you
buy the fruit of divinity here, you
could traverse the plains of Uttar
Pradesh, to the east coast of India,
through Maharashtraand Madras,
and up to Andhra Pradesh.
Speakingadmiringly of the
Adventures of Mango, Lal Babu
Shah at the wholesale fruit and veg
market in Kalimati proclaims the
aanp: “hero no. 1 fruit.”

Cynics will suggest that nothing
can beas perfectas some of us
believe mangoes are. But theyare
perfect, really—however you choose
to eat them , whether sliced along
the seed with the flesh scored so it
comesaway from the skin easily, or
simply peeled and chopped,
whether you delicately pick at the
seed or go for the jugular, using
your lips, teeth, tongue and fingers
to get thelast shred of flesh. If
you're really particular, you can
even geta “mango fork”. Yes, it
exists—it has onelong, strong tine
that can pierce the hardest mango
seed. So all you do is peel, poke,
and eatitlikea popsicle. Evenin
this case, though, we defy you to
notsplatter yourself with juice.
Whatever you do to get them into
your system, know that they are 0t
“fattening” and that they containa
goodlyamount of vitamins Cand E,

an extraordinary amount of vitamin
Aand beta carotene, and minerals
indudingzinc, magnesiumand
potassium (so much for thelowly
banana). Ripe mangoes, unripe

mango flowers, and the
resin of the tree’s bark are said to
have many, many therapeutic
properties—they’re said to be
variously anti-viral, antiseptic,
antihelminthic, antitussive,
antibiotic, expectorant, stress-
relieving, laxative, anti-asthamatic
and, yes, both aphrodisiacand
contraceptive. Howdo you get
better than this.

Nowwonder they’re such
booming business: At the wholesale
fruit market in Kuleswor, anywhere
between six and ten trucks of
mangoesare unloaded everyday.
Fach truck carries about nine tons.
That means that ina good month,
around 2,500 tons of mangoesare
consumed in Kathmandu and
surrounding areas. “People hereare
amazing,. They really eat mangoes
voraciously,” laughs Bidya
Bahadhur Khadki, a founder of the
marketand a fruit trader himself.
“It wasn’t like this earlier, but the
last couple of years have really been
good.” Over the season, Valley
residents eat, drink and cook over
6,000 tons of the fruit. But they

thatarefirm, slighdy tartand
almost creamyand those thatare
squishier, sweeter and more fibrous,
and all those in between.

I?samazing howdifferent
varieties of a single fruit can taste, and
howmuch subde, yetidentifiable
variation there can be between
different batches of the same variety.
Weshould have mango-tasting
sessions, like wineand whiskey
tastings. Weshould have
neighbourhood and street potucks
whereeveryonebringsa different
mango deectation. Weshould ban
bandhsduring mango season so the
preciousfruitdoesn’tget overripe or
rotaway while waiting to go places.
Weshould dedare one month of
everysummer Mango Monthand be
happy, simply because we have
mangoes. And, yes, weshould spend
some of that time soaking ourselvesin
bathtubs, skinny-dippinginlakes,
communing with our mangoes,
relishing the fruit that is said to be
the abode of the daughter of the
sun, the mess be damned.
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Mango-basil sauce
Goes well with grilled chicken or fish, or pork chops.

1 small ripe mango, peeled, pitted

1 tablespoon plus 2 teaspoons vegetable oil
1 tablespoon minced garlic

1 spicy chilli, seeded, minced

1/3 cup thinly sliced fresh basil leaves

3/4 cup canned low-salt chicken broth

1 1/2 tablespoons golden brown sugar

1 tablespoon soy sauce

Puree mango, set aside 1/2 cup. Heat one tablespoon oil in skillet
over medium heat. Add garlic and chilli, then basil; sauté just until
basil wilts, about one minute. Add broth, brown sugar and soy
sauce. Bring to boil, stirring occasionally. Reduce heat and
simmer three minutes. Gradually whisk in mango puree. Simmer
until sauce thickens and coats spoon, about five minutes. Season
with salt and pepper.

Makes four servings

Cuban mango mojo

Works with any grilled meat. Try rubbing chicken or pork chops
with a mixture of finely ground fennel seed, pepeprcorns and salt
before grilling.

1 green mango, peeled and coarsely chopped

1/4 cup fresh lime juice

1 large garlic clove

1 tablespoon chopped fresh hit green chilli (including seeds)
1 teaspoon salt, or to taste

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh coriander

Purée mango, lime juice, garlic, chilli, and salt, then stir in
coriander.
Makes 4 servings

Manco!

Curried chicken and mango sandwiches

1/4 cup mayonnaise

1 1/2 teaspoons chopped fresh corainder

1 teaspoon curry powder

1/2 firm ripe mango

2 skinless boneless chicken breast halves (about 3/4 Ib total)
1 teaspoon olive oil

2 loaves of soft bread

4 small lettuce leaves

In a bowl stir mayonnaise, coriander, curry powder, and salt and
pepper to taste until combined well. Peel mango and thinly slice
lengthwise.

Pat chicken dry and season with salt and pepper. In a 9" non-
stick skillet heat oil over moderately high heat until hot but not
smoking and sauté chicken four minutes on each side, or until
cooked through. Transfer chicken to a cutting board and let stand 5
minutes. Diagonally slice chicken and season with salt and pepper.

Make sandwiches with mayonnaise mixture, lettuce, chicken,
and mango and top.

Makes 4 servings

Mangoes in spicy yoghurt

2 large ripe mangoes, unpeeled, cubed

2 cups plus 3 tablespoons water

1/2 litre thick unsweetened whipped buttermilk.
1/2 medium coconut, shredded or minced
1/2 teaspoon turmeric.

3 plus 2 large dried red chillies

1 tablespoon vegetable oil

1/2 tablespoon mustard seeds

1/8 tablespoon fenugreek seeds

Curry leaves to taste

Salt to taste

Place mango pieces at the bottom of a large heavy wok. Cover with
two cups water. Add salt and turmeric, bring to boil and reduce heat.

1a38ns 111vs

Mix three tablespoons water, coconut and red chillies and blend
into fine paste. When the mangoes are cooked so skin is soft, add
buttermilk, coconut-chilli paste and boil for three minutes. Add
curry leaves, remove from heat. In a small wok heat oil till it starts
to smoke lightly. Reduce heat, add mustard seeds and pop. Then
add fenugreek seeds and 2 dried red chillies. Fry for two minutes
until chillies are brown. Add spiced oil to mangoes in yoghurt.
Makes 4 servings

Mango and red onion chutney
1/4 cup olive ol
2 medium red onions, cut into %" cubes
1 capsicum, diced into ¥4" pieces
1/4 cup minced peeled fresh ginger
4 ripe mangoes (3 Ib), peeled and cut into 1/2-inch cubes
1 cup canned pineapple juice
1/2 cup fine vinegar
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
1 tablespoon curry powder
1 1/2 teaspoons dried hot red pepper flakes
Coarsely ground black pepper

Heat oil in a heavy skillet over moderately high heat until hot but
not smoking, then sauté onions, stirring frequently, until softened.
Add capsicum and ginger and sauté, stirting, one minute. Stir in
mangoes, pineapple juice, vinegar, brown sugar, curry powder,
and red pepper flakes. Simmer, stirring occasionally, until thick-
ened, about 15 minutes. Season with salt and coarse pepper,
then cool. Serve at room temperature. Wil keep refrigerated for
two weeks. Makes about 7 cups

For sweets and drinks, see p. 12 E>
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Mango tarragon salsa

2 tablespoons olive oil

2 tablespoons chopped fresh tarragon or 2 teaspoons dried
1 1/2 tablespoons fresh lime juice

1 teaspoon grated lemon peel

213 cup diced, peeled ripe mango

1/3 cup diced capsicum

1/3 cup diced sweet white onion

Just mix all ingredients.

Mango ginger sauce
This goes with everything from fried chicken to vanilla ice-cream.

2 3/4 cups finely chopped peeled pitted mangoes (about 2
mangoes)

2 tablespoons sugar

1/4 cup chopped crystallized ginger

2 teaspoons fresh lime juice

Place 1 cup chopped mangoes in medium bowl. Combine
remaining 1 3/4 cups chopped mangoes and sugar in
processor. Puree until smooth. Add to bowl with chopped
mangoes. Stir in crystallized ginger and lime juice. Let stand at
least 30 minutes. Cover and refrigerate.

Makes 2 cups

Mango bread

2 cups white flour

1 level tablespoon ground cinammon
1 level tablespoon baking soda

Y, tablespoon salt

1 Y% cups white sugar

2 eggs

% cup vegetable oil

2 % cups ripe mangoes, peeled, chopped
% tablespoon lemon juice

Y4 cups raisins

Combine all dry ingredients. Beat eggs with oil and add to
flour mixture. Add mangoes, lemon and raisins. Pour into 2
greased 8x4 loaf pans. Bake at 350 degrees F for about 60
minutes or until toothpick comes out clean. Makes two 8x4
loaves

Vanilla angel food cake with mango and ginger sauce
1 1/2 cups sugar

1 cup sifted cake flour

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 1/2 cups egg whites (about 11 large)

2 teaspoons warm water

1 teaspoon cream of tartar

2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Powdered sugar

Thinly sliced crystallized ginger (optional)
Mango ginger sauce: See above

Preheat oven to 350°F. Sift 1/2 cup sugar, flour and salt into
medium bowl five times. Beat egg whites in large bowl until
foamy. Add two teaspoons warm water and cream of tartar and
beat until soft peaks form. Gradually add remaining one cup
sugar and vanilla and beat until stiff but not dry. Sift sugar-flour
mixture over whites 1/4 cup at a time and gently fold in. Transfer
batter to ungreased cake pan. (Do not use non-stick pan) Bake
until cake is light golden, top springs back when touched lightly
and cake begins to pull away from sides of pan, about 45
minutes. Remove cake from oven. Cool completely. Using knife,
cut around sides of pan to loosen cake. Transfer to platter. Dust
cake with powdered sugar. Serve with mango-ginger sauce.
Makes 8-10 servings

Mango curd

1 15 oz ripe mango, peeled, pitted, cut into %" pieces
1/2 cup sugar

3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

Pinch salt

4 large egg yolks

1/4 cup chilled unsalted butter, cut into small pieces

Puree first four ingredients, scraping down sides of work bowl
occasionally. Add yolks; puree 15 seconds longer. Strain through
sieve set over large metal bowl. Discard solids in sieve. Set
metal bowl over saucepan of simmering water (do not allow
bottom of bowl to touch water); whisk puree until thickened,
about 10 minutes. Remove from over water. Whisk in butter one
piece at a time. Cover and refrigerate overnight.

Mango ice with tequila and lime

1/4 cup water

3 tablespoons tequila

2 tablespoons sugar

2 large ripe mangoes. peeled, pitted
2 tablespoons fresh lime juice

Combine first three ingredients in heavy small saucepan. Stir
over medium heat until sugar dissolves and mixture boils. Cool
syrup slightly. Puree mangoes, syrup and lime juice in
processor until smooth. Transfer mixture to cake dish. Freeze,

stirring occasionally until slushy, about two hours. Continue
freezing until firm. Let stand 10 minutes at room temperature.
Break up into chunks. Return mixture to processor and
process until smooth. Serve.

Serves 4

Mango daiquiri ice pops

3 cups chopped peeled mangoes (2 mangoes)

6 tablespoons light rum

1/2 cup granulated sugar

2 tablespoons water

1 1/2 tablespoons fresh lime juice

8 (1/3-cup) ice cream moulds and 8 wooden sticks

Blend all ingredients in a blender until smooth, then force
through a fine sieve into a large glass measuring cup. Pour
into moulds and add sticks. Freeze at least 24 hours.
Makes 8 (1/3 cup) ice pops

Mango lassi
Make it up

Mango iced-tea
Make it up
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COMMENT

by JIM LOBE

Same old story

Hoary anti-European sentiment rises again in the USA.

Aherd of columnists saw
European hypocrisyin thefact thatno
EU nation has ratified the Kyoto
Protocol, despite their oft-stated
intentions to do so. Also dismissed
were European objections to capital
punishment. “Ex-Trotskyitesin
France consider us barbariansfor
WASHINGTON-WhilePresident | imposing the death penalty ona mass
George WBush spent much of his murderer,” complained New York
first trip to Europe assuring its Times columnist William Safire,
inhabitants that more unites the “though more prisonersin French jails
continentand the US than divides committed suicidein the past year
them, hisideological followersat than were executed in the US.” And
homestoked anti-European feeling; National Missile Defence? Linda
Led by the editorial pageofthe Wz// | Chavez wrote in the Washington
Street Joumal, prominent right-wing Times “Once the US hasdeveloped a
mediafigurescited thealleged riseof | missile defence system, the Europeans
anti-Americanismin Europetobash | will be only too glad to shareit.” Asto
the Old World forahostof faultsthe | Furopeancomplaintsabout American
US has traditionally associated with unilateralism, Kellywrote: “Thereare
the continent: cynicism, hypocrisy, worse ‘isms’, and threeareimperial-
opportunism, and cowardice. The ism, fascismand communism. A
specific target hasbeen European century of American resolve, often in
“elites”, asif the centre-left govern- theface of Furopean disdain, created a
mentsin mostof Europedo not continent where not one of theselives
represent the people who elected asaseriousforce. Notbad.”
them. “For decades, thiselite dass has Such sdlf-righteousnessisnothing
generally cherished a sneeringand newin trans-Atlantic relations. But
jingoisticcontemptfor Americaand thelatest burst comes when thereis
Americanvalues,” argued Michael nosingle power to offset US global
Kelly, an influential Wshington Post | dominanceandasBushleads
columnist. The message: don’t take Washington ina dearly unilateralist
them seriously, they’rejust jealousof | direction. The US hasbeen
oursuperiotity. ambivalentabout Furopesinceitsfirst

president, George Washington, Calvinist, tried to make World War
warned against alliances” | “thewar to make the world safefor
with European powers. US democracy.” When hisefforts to
“isolationism” hasnothingtodowith | fashionanewworld orderwere
isolation from the world asa whole. frustrated by Europeans, the US
Themostvenerableisolationistshave | moved badkinto isolationist mode. It
alwaysthought Washington hada tooka Japaneseattack on the US
God-given right to intervenein the Pacificfleetin Hawaii and Nazi
Caribbean, Latin Americaand Asia. Germany’s dedaration of war to bring
Mostearly setderscame hereforvery | Washington into Wodd WarIL In
good reasons: for religiousand the popular mind and mainstream
political freedom which was denied media, the US rescued Europe
thembyauthoritarian ormonarchical | during the warand then remained
political systemsback home, orsocial | there to rescue it, relatively
and economicopportunitieswhich peacefully, from the Soviet threatin
werenotavailablein thedassbound | the Cold War and from its own
and aristocratic societies of the Old impotence in the Balkans.
Word. Theidea was, as the Not everyone accepts this
revolutionary Tom Paine putit, “to version of history but it is gospel to
begin theworldall overagain.” This | most Americans, particularly right-
New World would embodyall the wing forces that cheer Bush’s
virtues Europelacked. unilateralism. Charles Krauthammer
“The Calvinist cast of mind saw hasalready celebrated thisas “the
Americaastheredeemer nation,” Bush Doctrine.” Krauthammer
wrote historian Arthur Schlesingerin | wrote ina recent Weekly Standard
1983 explaining the roots of Ronald artidle, “American power is good
Reagan’sforeign policy which, like not just for the United States but
Bush’s, wasalso criticised in Furopeas | for the world. The Bush
unilateralist, albeitlesssurly. Mostof | administration is the firstadminis-
the country’s “redemptive” efforts tration of the post-Cold War era to
wereaimed firstat the indigenous share that premise and act
population that threatened the accordingly.” Proclaimed
country’scontinental expansion, then | Krauthammer: “Weare notjustany
theinhabitants of the Caribbean Basin | hegemon. We runa uniquely benign
and Asia. Woodrow Wilson, a true imperium.”  (Ps)

ANALYSIS

by JULIET PECK

Scenes from the drug war

version, with specially trained battalions skimming over junglesand

mountainsidesspraying defoliantsfrom helicopter gun-ships. This “poisoned
earth” policykills coca plants, not peasantfarmers. So, many crossinto Ecuador
to cultivate coca there. Or you can takea poppy field and digalarge pond, fill it
with fish, plant treesaround it, buy ducksand entrust them to your children.
Thissupposedly eradicatesafield of poppies, provideslocal people with protein
from fish and fowl, helps reforestation and bringsemployment to children.

Thatwas theidea behind a USAID-funded poppy eradication programin

Asin Colombia, the results were fleeting. Poppy, like coca, isan
ideal cash crop for farmers with small areas of land and few resources. It needs
litde careand bringsa secure income. Butfighting poppy/coca productionisan
ideal stancefor politicians. Itis easier to spend millions to eradicate poppy/coca
production in poor countries than confrontaddiction athome. One needs only
tolookat the example of Afghanistan to see thefolly of such endeavours.

The promise of fundsto fight poppy production galvanised the American
Embassyin Islamabad into action. The American Ambassador’swifeflew to
Quetta to discuss with Mullah Nasim Aukhundzada a poppy substitution
program. Mullah Aukhundzada was Amir of a big area in southwest Afghanistan,
amajor poppy producingarea. He promised to slash poppy production in return
for tractors, seed, and other goodies. Soon USAID funded its own eradiication
program. Although itattracted experienced advisers, political pressurefor fast
resultsleftlitde timefor groundwork. Instead of researching the area’sagricul-
tural base, social structures, and local cultures, the plan’s officerslaunched a
program based on hearsayand feeble contacts. Afghans took advantage of the
programme officers’ ignorance, goodwill and craving for instant results. NGOs
that had flourished during thefightagainst the Soviet occupation now had litde
funding, and saw money to fight poppy asa way to cover administrative
expenses and keep jobsalive. Although theylacked experience in narcotics
eradication, many NGOs in Peshawar and Pakistan’s North West Frontier
jumped at the opportunity to secure USAID money, proposing ll-
considered programs. One such was Afghanaid, a British organisation that
provided an area in Nangahar with several teams of bullocks. After
ploughing the land for winter wheat, the farmers slaughtered the catde
because they could notfeed them through the winter—no fodder was
provided. This program was quickly dubbed “Kebabsfor Poppy”.

Thereare otheramusinganecdotes. But the end resultis not: the program
often failed to deliver what it promised and achieved the opposite of what it had
intended. Mullah Aukhundzada was so angry when the promised goodiesfailed
to materialise that he ordered all former poppy producingand surrounding areas,
todouble production thefollowing year. Inanother instancea young Afghan
convinced the program’sadministrators that hisunde (in realitya nonentity)
represented many growers whom he could persuade to stop cultivating poppy
and walked away with $100,000. In areas that received assistance, neighbouring
farmers cultivatingfood crops switched to poppy to qualifyforaid.

Solongas political masters yearn for quick fixesand high profile results, such

t hewar on drugs takes manyforms. Colombia presents the militarised

America has renamed its militarised effort
to reduce drug production Plan Colombia
an “Andean Development Initiative.” It will
probably fail.

programs will yield only short-term successes. Helicopter gun-shipsand
expensive crop replacement programs provide TV-friendly images, butdo
nothing to lessen the demand for drugs. Peasantfarmers may, fora time, be
bribed or intimidated (the Taliban executes Afghan poppy growers) into
cultivating crops other than poppy or coca. They may even be persuaded to diga
fishpond and tryand eke outaliving, Butwhen the pond driesup or the
substitute crop or job fails, so long as there are rich drug users in the West, they
will return to cultivating poppy or coca. # (Project Syndicate)

Juliet Peck was a consultant on aid for the UN and USAID in
Afghanistan and is currently a television producer.

Now, incentive to be progressive

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BRUSSELS - EU member states and the European Parlia-
ment are considering a proposal to simplify rules for imports
from developing countries and increase incentives for trading
partners who respect international environmental and social
standards. The European Commission has proposed the
regulation as a revision of the 1971 Generalised Scheme of
Tariff Preferences (GSP), set up to give developing countries
easier access to EU markets. The new rules which would
cover the GSP’s final two years, 2002 to 2004. The proposal
seeks to simplify the GSP rules, harmonise current proce-
dures and better target them to countries most in need,” the
Commission said in a statement. EU Trade Commissioner
Pascal Lamy adds: “It is also intended to improve the effec-
tiveness of special incentives to promote core labour and
environmental standards. The scheme constitutes a further
tangible example of the promotion of sustainable develop-
ment, a central plank of EU trade policy.” The proposal would
double existing preferences for countries that respect interna-
tional environmental and social standards—for example,
preserving forests and hiodiversity. In the social sphere,
beneficiaries would be required to apply all ILO conventions
related to core labour standards, including the right to
unionise. Beneficiary countries committing “serious and
systematic” violations of those standards could lose their
GSP status. Previously, the eligibility of countries and particu-
lar sectors was decided only when a new regulation came
into force. Under the proposal, this would be done once a
year. (IPs)

Straightening up

PISA, ltaly - The Leaning Tower of Pisa, the gravity-defying
icon of imperfection, was reopened last weekend, 11 years
after it was closed to the public because of fears it might
collapse. The $30 million project to stabilise the 12th century
tower and return it to the sustainable tilt of 163 years ago is
being hailed as one of the great engineering feats of all time.
But some who worked on the project say the technical
challenges paled in comparison to negotiating the political
minefields in a country that

changes prime ministers

often and has elevated

second-guessing to an art

form. The commission

was briefly dishanded in

1996 when the project was

stagnating in the face of

government apathy,

widespread criticism, and

disagreements among the specialists on how to proceed. But
two years ago they decided on British professor John
Burland’s suggestion—remove soil from the high side of the
tower’s foundation so it sank deeper and righted itself. Shortly
after construction of the tower began in 1173, the sandy soil of
the estuary started shifting, causing the tower to lean. The
builders decided to press on, and the tower, eight stories
and 187 ft high, was completed in 1370. Over the centuries
its tilt grew incrementally, but it was never in danger of
falling over until 1838, when someone dug a walkway
around it, weakening the foundation. In 1934, an lItalian
engineer Girometti tried to stabilise the tower by drilling
361 holes into the base and filling them with mortar, but
this increased the tilt. The local tourist board estimates
that five to six million visitors arrive every year to see it and
says numbers have remained constant, despite the tower's
being closed to the public since 1990. (The Boston Globe)

World’s largest kebab

Limassol, Cyprus - At least 6,500 people feasted on an
oozing one-and-a-half ton mass of roasting chicken meat on
Limassol's waterfront last Sunday, in an attempt to break the
existing record for largest doner kebab and raise money for
charity. “It went wonderfully,” said fast-food restaurateur Sami
Eid, who organised the event in conjunction with the Limassol
Rotary Club. “We didn't sleep last night.” Eid’s crowning
triumph came in breaking the world record, set in 1998 with
a 1,030 kg kebab in Zurich. Limassol mayor Demetris
Kontides weighed the raw ingredients of the kebab, which,
at 1,503.66 kg, came in just ahead of the predicted 1,500.
After the 1,500 cleaned and de-boned chickens were stuck on
to the two-metre high skewer, Kontides measured the
dimensions—1.51m in height, 1.41m in diameter at the base
and 1.16m at the top—observed by a district officer, in
compliance with rules set out by the Guinness Book of
World Records. The kebab sat roasting and rotating until
just after 1pm, when the first portions were served on a
Lebanese-style pita with lemon and garlic. Patrons bought
kebab tickets for $1.50. Although the feast was scheduled to
end at dusk, Eid and company continued to dish out hunks
of the massive pile of meat until late into the night.
Kontides estimated that 10,000 people attended the event
during the day, milling about to gape at the behemoth
skewer, if not to partake in it. (The Cyprus Mail)
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by SERGEIBLAGOV

Another new configuration
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COMMENT

Wanted: Hard realism

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar’s visit to Washington
last week was the first high-level contact of the military regime with the Bush
administration. Two regional trendsimpinged on the talks, a visible relaxation of
tensionsin South Asia, evident in the upcoming summitbetween Indiaand
Pakistan. Second, after the Third Round of the US-Russia WorkingGroupon  hard-headed realism.
Afghanistanended24May,thetwocouml‘iesjoinﬂydedaredﬂ)at‘”raliban 00 0000000000000 000000000000000000O0
supportfor terrorism continues to bea threat to the interest of both countries,as  issued by two important Washington-based think tanks. American think tanks

With a new administration in Washington,
Pakistanis need to discard myths and
approach relations with the US with more

well as to regional and international stability.” UN Security Council
sanctions, imposed against the Taliban in December 2000, are to be
made morestringentwith stationing of observersall along Afghanistan’s
border to ensure compliance with thearmsembargo.

Pakistanis need to discard mythsand approach relations with the
US with more hard-headed realism. Some of the more popular mythsare,
first, the belief that Republicansare pro-Pakistan. Not true. President
George W Bush’sfather initiated the current sanctions in October 1990,
soonafter the withdrawal of the Sovietarmy from Afghanistan.
Republicansarekeen to build a cosy rapport with India, which they
viewasa potential counter to China. US national interestsalways
comefirst. Second is the view that the US will help restore
democracyin Pakistan. Not true. Democracyand human rights
areimportant values within American society, but US foreign
policyis notalways based on theseideals. US interest is
linked to promotingits objectives, regardless of whether
thereisademocratic government ora military regimein
Pakistan. A third myth is that Pakistan is no longer
“strategically important.” But Pakistanisforget that their
countryislocated in the most strategic part of a region
crucial to America’s Asia strategy. Pakistan’sforeign
policylinks with China and Iran, and its rolein
combating terrorism, cutbing nudearand missile
proliferationand containing “religiousextremism”, ensure %
that it remainsa key player in regional and global politics. %
Afourth myth says the US installs or removes regimes. %
Thisisnolonger the case. Accomplished conspiracy -
theorists, many Pakistanis blame outsidersfor their problems, iy
forgetting that their problemsare largely their own creationand
that the solution lies in their own hands.

Pakistan’s resumption of dialogue with the US comesin the
contextof South Asia policy prescriptionsfor the Bush administration

_ areimportant because they either influence official policy or reflect the views
E of officialdom. The Centrefor Strategicand International Studies (CSIS)
{ says “India’s hopesfora security vision grounded on an expanding
 international roleand stronger ties to the United States will remain
beyond reach unlessit can sustain a serious effort to resolveits problems
with Pakistan.” The Brookings Institution’s reportlast month, authored by
South Asia specialist Dr Stephen Cohen, underlines Washington’s “area of
greatestconcern” as the “spread of nudear expertise, fissile missileand
missile technology” toand from South Asia. The Brookings reportalso
says the US “should renew contacts with those Pakistanis who share
Washington’s concern over the spread of radical Islam. These indude

some Pakistan Army’s officer corps, Pakistani intellectuals,

s,  professionalsand most of the businesscommunity.” It
recommends that “American military training programmesfor
A Pakistanis terminated neardy nine yearsago should be
immediately revived.” Pakistan should seek a stable,
business-like relationship with the US based ona “no

#°  capitulation, no confrontation” approach. The Bush

administration, like most Western countries, hasa certain
" comfortlevel with the military regime. Itssympathy was
demonstrated by providing economic relief through the
IMF and the World Bank, enthusiasm about Pakistan’s
. policy of reaching out to India, and supportfor the vision
B ¢ of “‘moderate, modern Muslimsand a progressive Pakistan”
] that the military regime hasespoused.
¥ However, while the partial lifting of sanctionsis on the
cardsin thefuture, thekey question ishow much the American
“romance” with India will be at the cost of Washington’s ties
with China, and to alesser extent, Pakistan. How Pakistan will
respond to theemerging anti-Taliban alignment in the region that
indudesIran, Turkey, China, Russia, the United Statesand the Central
Asian republics—and India—bears watching as well.  1s)

Finally, a miracle pill?

BANGKOK - For two weeks people have been lining up to get the
V-1 Immunitor polls—which some call the “Thai vaccine against
AIDS", others a “food supplement” and still others, alternative HIV/
AIDS treatment. There is little clarity about the pills’ exact nature—
a related product, V-1, has been approved by the country's Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) as a food product for export.
Whatever the medical truth, the queues to get the pills highlight the
desperation of 740,000 Thais with HIV/AIDS, not least due to the
cost of treatment. Thailand’s FDA says people with HIV/AIDS have
often had “false hopes based on rumours.” In a country where
46,364 of nearly 170,000 people with AIDS have died, the promise
of a cure offers much-needed hope. The pills were first given out
two years ago at Ban Bang Pakong clinic in eastern
Chachoengsao province, where they were distributed until late
May. The Salang Bunnag Foundation, chaired by a retired police
general of the same name, which financially backs the pill's
production claimed two people with HIV were cured after they
regularly took the pills. Patients are advised to stop other medica-
tion while on the Immunitor. There is now a clamour for the pills
and distribution moved this month to a police station. There is also
confusion. Thai media reports have raised many contradictions
and questions about the product. Confusion also reigns as the
authorities seem to not yet have decided on the official stand —
they have made announcements, backtracked and contradicted
each other. (IPs)

Dodgy ceasfire

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

NEW DELHI -Last week's agreement between Naga leaders
seeking a separate homeland and the Indian government to
continue a four-year-old ceasefire and extend it to areas outside
Nagaland in India’s turbulent northeast, might be in trouble. The
Indian government is under mounting pressure to revoke territorial
extension of the ceasefire. Opposition took a violent turn in Imphal,
capital of Manipur state which adjoins Nagaland, forcing police to
open fire and clamp an indefinite curfew on the city. At least seven
people were reported dead and scores injured in the firing.
Opposition to the ceasefire has also come from the United
Liberation Front of Assam, a militant group fighting for Assamese
independence. Last week's talks nearly failed over the issue of
including areas outside Nagaland in the ceasefire. Naga leader
Thuingaleng Muivah’s powerful National Socialist Council of
Nagaland, Isak-Muivah (NSCN-IM) has been demanding that the
ceasefire also apply in adjoining Manipur, Arunachal and Assam
states, where it maintains bases. The home ministry initially said
that this would mean legitimising Nagalim or “Greater Nagaland”,
the creation of which is the stated goal of the NSCN-IM, but the
government eventually agreed. The conflict between the Nagas
and the Indian government is one of the longest standing struggles
of indigenous people. After Indian independence in 1947 and
Burmese independence in 1948, the traditional territory of the Naga
tribes, which extends 37,000 square miles just south of the
Chinese border, was divided between the two, ignoring a
declaration of independence by the Nagas. Peace was restored in
Nagaland after 50 years of separatist insurgency in 1997 when
the Indian government and the rebels signed a ceasefire and
agreed to work on a long-term solution. Until now, it has held
remarkably well. (Ps)

Sex sells. Or does it?

SHANGHAI - The Communists didn’t shut it down. The free market
did. China’s first-ever sex museum closed shop here after 20
months of showcasing the most splendid moments in the country’s
bedroom history and losing around $200,000. But the man behind it
has found a new

location and is risking

his life savings to give

it another shot. “If |

don’t do it now, my

whole life’s life work

will be wasted,” said

Liu Dalin, 69, a

sociologist and owner

of the collection of

over 1,700 artefacts

dating back as far as

the Bronze Age. Attendance was dismal because few people
knew where the museum was, tucked away on a side street in
Shanghai’s shopping district. The kiss of death came when the
building’s management refused to let the museum hang a
marquee—the word “sex” isn't allowed in commercial advertising.
Yet Shanghai has thousands of sex-toy shops, Viagra knockoffs
sell like hot cakes, some karaoke bars double as brothels, and
much more graphic displays of nudity and sexual situations are
available in pirated movies, live dance performances and nude
photography exhibits. If anything, the displays at the Museum of
Chinese Ancient Sex Culture may not have been titillating enough.
The most graphic depictions of erotic positions, images historically
placed at the bottom of a bride’s dowry trunk so newlyweds
would know what to do, were drawn with almost childlike smiley
faces. Liu believes people will find the new museum easily—its
large, street-level windows are great for displays, which should
be within the law. Liu believes it's a wonder his museum was
allowed at all. “This would have been impossible 10 years ago,”
Liu said. “This is progress.” (LA Times)
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‘“How could the Maoists stoop so
low?” -- Mohan Bikram Singh

Budhbar Saptahik, 13 June

At the present moment we will not go about analysing King Birendra.
No Marxist-Leninist party would express their thoughts about him the
way the Maoists did. If what they said is the conclusion they have
arrived at, they should explain how they reached it. Was what they
said what they thought even before he was killed or is this an opinion
they formulated after his death? They have not clarified this, but have
only skimmed the surface. They haven't realised the gravity of the
situation and have made an ad hoc statement.

Their statement exposes their thinking processes and bears
traces of anti- nationalism. One main feature of anti- national thought
is that it does not follow any logical sequence, and lacks serious-
ness. Such thinking changes by the minute. The Maoists’ statements
about Birendra are not logical or well-reasoned and should be
ignored. Their bad reasoning is not as important as the anti- national
stand they have taken. Until yesterday they spoke of a Naya
Janabadh, or a new peoples’ democracy. After this they have
displayed their devotion to the monarchy and the monarch. They have
called the royal massacre a new Kot Parba and say this should
not be accepted. If we analyse their shallow and unreliable
nature, we should not be surprised if tomorrow they decide to
back the new monarch.

Dr Babu Ram Bhattarai says that if we analyse the Shah dynasty,
we will find that they first fought the British colonialists and later the
Indian imperialist forces and have always protected the
independence of this country. He further writes that all the work that
has been done by the Shah dynasty for the benefit of the nation will
always be remembered. | will not try and find reason in this conclu-
sion. This is a vulgar display of opportunism. Other than the present
king, they have placed all former Shah rulers on a pedestal. They
claim this is not a sudden conclusion but that all further generations
will analyse history in the same manner. The Maoists are shameless.
They feel that by making such statements, they would gain prestige,
respect and acceptance. How could they stoop so low?

“Note of dissent.” Kamal Koirala

Jana Aastha National Weekly, 13 June

| cannot mourn a murderer. | will fall in my own estimation, if | mourn
a person who killed his father, mother, brother and sister. | thank
that one incident for atleast one thing, that all could die together.
Otherwise it becomes very difficult for me to comprehend how
would you (Chandani Shah) live when the very person who you
have lived for, has been murdered right before your eyes. The cruel
and mad murderer had mercy on you in this sense.

The nation is in deep mourning and facing a great deal of
hardship now. Medical people and psychologists say that grief goes
through many phases. At first you cry a lot, you shout and refuse to
believe anything. Then you do not feel like eating, there is anger
building up in you, you can’t sleep, you carry the burden of guilt and
can't feel happy about anything. This all is followed by the third
stage, where you try and remember and talk about the person who
has just passed away. You then try and reason with yourself and
calm down.

| do not know which phase in which this country is at the
present moment. But it still is in great sorrow. People do not believe
anyone but themselves. They have lost the power of believing. If
the Japanese could survive Hiroshima and Nagasaki, then the
Nepalis, too, will survive this tragedy. Let us start believing that we
will survive, that our nation will survive.

King Birendra,
Ganesh Man and
democracy

----------------

On the morning of the 30 Chaitra,
2046 (mid-April, 1990), Revati
Raman Khanal, chief principle
secretary of the king, called Ganesh
Man Singh on the telephone. He
said the king wanted to meet
Ganesh Man and asked him when
he would like to have the meeting.
Ganesh Man said he would be in
the bathroom till 1pm, then have
hislunch and resta litde until 4pm.
So he would only be able to meet
theking between 4 and 6pm and
asked if that would be alright.

Khanal said he would convey
that to the king and then get back
to Ganesh Man. Ganesh Man did
not hear from the palace that day.
Khanal rang the next morningand
explained that the king had been
busy with a religious function the
previousday, and asked Ganesh
Man to present himselfat the
palace today at4pm. The kingand
Ganesh Man met on thefifth day
after the restoration of democracy
and this meeting lasted for about
two-and-a-half hours.

This meeting determined the
course of Nepal’s political future.
Ganesh Man thanked the king on
behalf of all people for respecting
theirambitionsand longings. He
further said that since the king had
helped democracy take rootin the
country again, the king must now
also become a little more demo-
craticin hisactionsand thoughts.

His Majesty said he did not
understand what he meant. Ganesh
Man replied thatall Nepalis believe
indemocracyand all Neplaisare
equal. Therefore, if the king while
addressing the people addressed
them as “tapai” instead of theless
respectful “timi,” then it would
only increase his stature among the
people. And well, whether to follow
thisadvice or not was a choice that
only theking could make.

His Majesty blushed fora
moment, but he was not angry, just
rather expressionless. After some
time he smiled and said that what
Ganesh Man had just was
correct. He told Ganesh Man that
from now he would follow his
advice. After this incident, theking
did as he had been requested by
Ganesh Man.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

We as ADCs used to suggest (to Dipendra) that he should not take it (the black substance rolled into ciga-

rettes). But he used to tell us that it was better than cigarettes.

Major Raju Kumar Karki, ADC of Dipendra, to the high-level investigation committee.

Parrr ... now... enn english ... Rat... tya. tyatya tya tya...!

Drishti weekly, 19 June

MIN BAJRACHARYA

“Orphaned twice”

----------------

Gorkhapatra Daily, 16 June

“I'still cannot believe that my
loving and caring mother has passed
away. What shall I do?” This s
what Hom Bahadur says. Her late
Majesty, the queen had takena
special interestin Hom and cared
for him since he was two years old.

Hom is now 16. Hom, says people
areusually orphaned only oncein
their lives, but he has been
orphaned twice. He cannot bear
the griefand says the queen loved
him, took special care of him and
did all that she could ensure he had
abrightfuture. He isfinding it very
difficult to cope. All those beautiful
moments he shared with Her
Majesty and other relatives are now
just memories. All he has noware
photographs, but the biggest
tragedy is that all those pictures are
locked up in the palace. Hom says
that when he was a baby, his father
was sick and helplessand his
mother could notfeed him, so his
parentsleft him at the Bal Mandir.
The next day, the queen visited the
orphanageand Hom caught Her
Majesty’s sari and started wailing.
The queen then picked him up and
said that she would from nowon
take care of Hom herself and took
him to the palace.

Hom onlyfound outall this
later. He only knew that Queen
Aishwarya treated him like her own
child. Hom stayed in the palace for
between three and four years, and
he not only had a mother there, but
also a brother in Prince Nirajan and
asister in Princess Sruti. The
princeand princess treated him like
abrother. Hom remembers how
the queen herself had fed him. He
was later admitted to the Kanti
Ishwori School. Hom’s eyesight is
very weak and the Queen ordered
that Hom be treated at Tilganga
Hospital to rectify this. He was
admitted at the Tilganga hospital
onlya day before the royal
massacre. Hom says the queen said
to him that his eyes had to be
operated upon otherwise he would
notbeable to carry on with his
education. He could not tell Her
Majesty about the successful
operation. He got news of the
massacre while recovering at the

Bal Mandir.

King, queen,
rickshaw

oooooooooooooooo

Saptabik Bimarsa, 15 June

14 yearsago, theking and queen
went on an unannounced visit to
Birganjand wentaround town ona
rickshaw. Birganj’s senior citizens
fondly remember that incident.
Their Majesties were visiting
Hetauda and decided to come to
Birganj. Theking was in military
uniform. They got ona rickshaw
registration number MPR 55-77 /

78 and went around the town.
Their Majesties also started a
conversation with the rickshaw
driver, Sakar Miya Ansariand
inquired about the local administra-
tionand the situation in the town.
Miya did not recognize Their
Majesties. While he was showing
them around , alocal Marwari
businessman recognised them,
started running behind the
rickshaw, chanting praises to them.
It was only then that the citizens of
the town realised the king and
queen were in Birganj. They started
lining the streets and started
chanting praises. Miya sawa police
vehidle speeding towards the
rickshaw, and told the couple in his
rickshaw that Their Majesties were
arriving and they should getdown,
otherwise the police would give him
trouble. Miya forced the couple to
getdown. Their Majesties got into
the police vehicle, and it was only
after the queen had given Miya Rs
2,000 as fare that he realised who
he had been ferrying. Their
Majesties visited Birganj many
times, but this particular incident is
most memorable, say residents of
the town.

Snubbed

----------------

Jana Aastha National Weekly,

13 June SIRY
Itis ramoured that the Queen
Mother ignored Dipendra when she
went to visit the injured members
of the royal family at the Army
Hospital. Sources say that after the
cremation of King Birendraand
Queen Aishwarya, the Queen
Mother went to the hospital to visit
the injured. She visited Queen
Komal, Princess Shoba, Gorakh
Sumshere, Ketaki Chester and
Dhirendra Shah. When she was
finished, she walked towards the
lobby to leave in her car. On her
way to out her ADC Sashi Singh
pointed to the room Dipendra was
in. The Queen Motehr walked
straightahead to her car.

Defunct DDC

oooooooooooooooo

Jana Ahwan National Weekly,
Phee 31d

government” in Rolpa, Santosh
Budamagar, has put outa notice
saying the people and the peoples’
government of Rolpa have declared
the District Development
Committee (DDC) defunctand so
the committee cannot do anything
in the district without the
permission of the representatives of
the peoples’ government. According
to the notice, the peoples’
government was elected through
fair, democratic means on the 10
April and the results were
announced on 16 Mayata
gathering of 50,000 people. The
government, headds, is supported
by 95 percent of thelocal
population. And since most
supported the “peoples’ election”,
all organs of the previous system are
dedlared defunct, and the district
will be run by institutions of the
people’s government. All funds
coming into the district will have to
beapproved by the newly-elected
representativesand government. If
any individual or organisation wants
to work on development projects
here, they will have to get permis-
sion from the peoples’ government
and its representatives before they
can startany work.

AllHMG institutions will also
have to take the abide by the rules

of the elected representatives. If
they do notfollow the directives,
the peoples’ government will take
action against them.

No census

oooooooooooooooo

Saptahik Janadesh, 12 June

The Maoists have said they will not
allow the enumerators of 10th
national census into areas they
control. The census was scheduled
to start 10 June but was delayed by
national mourning. Sources say the
Maoists have not allowed people
from the census team into their
areas. The Maoists, who run
peoples’ governments in Rukum,
Rolpa, Salyan, Jajarkot, Jumla,
Kalikot, Accham and Bajura, say
the Koirala government is only
limited to Singha Darbar. Instead,
the head of the Maoist government
in Jajarkot, Bhakta Bahadur Shah
told us, the Maoists will carry out
their own census programmes.

He said the government has
been conducting national censuses
foralong time and hasalways said
this would be linked to
development projects, but it seems
that they were fooling the people. A
census is supposed to assess the
level of development that has taken
place or need to take place in
backward areas, but the government
has notacted on the information.
Instead, it discriminates against the
people of Karnali. The Maoist chief
in Kalikot, Prajuwal, said the
people of Kalikot would also have
nothing to do with the census.
According to him, the government
has not clarified the purpose of the
census and so people will not
participate. He added that if the
government insisted or used force,
then the Maoists would reply in
kind.

The Maoists have begun to say
that the sole purpose of the census
isto tryand getrid of them. They
say all the questions in the census
are designed to weed out Maoists
deploy thearmyto kill them. People
who seem to beagainst the Maoists
will become toolsfor the government,
which will then say that thereare no
Maoistsin Nepal.

Maoist sourcessay decisions
concerning the census will be taken
onadistrict to district basis.
According to the Dailekh secretary of
the Maoists, Parasmani, in districts
where the Maoists haveformed
peoples’ government, no census will
take placeatall. Where thereisno
peoples’ government but Maoistsarea
forcesare in control, the census will
take place, butunder strict
supervision of the peoples’army. He
hasasked people to onlyanswer
questions they feel are necessary.
Parasmanialso said the Maoists will
takea copy of all the data collected.

More peoples’
governments

oooooooooooooooo

Saptahik Janadesh, 12 June

The People’s War is in its sixth
year. The Maoists have already
formed “peoples governments” in
many districts, and now they have
four more under the belt. On7
June the Maoist election officer,
Bharat Kumar Bam announced in
front of a 24,000-strong gathering
that they had now formed
district-level peoples’
governments in Jumla and
Kalikot. Peoples’ governments are
in place in Rukum, Jajarkot,
Salyan and Rolpa.
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Three Nepalis
and a kayak

Kayaking has come a long away here—the all-Nepali
Team Nepal is participating in an important
competition in Spain this week.

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

ver meta kayaker crazy
e enough to bungyjump offa
160m bridgeabove the Bhote

Kosiattached to the cord on his kayakt
Such is the obsession of Santosh
Gurung; one of the three members of
Team Nepal that will represent the
nation in the World Freestyle
Championship in Sort, Spain starting
25 June. Santosh, a river guide by
profession, won first place at the
seventh Himalayan White Water
Rodeo organised last November by
Dave Allardice of Ultimate Descents
and Peter Knowles, who wrote Whte
Water Nepal, the Nepali river rafters
bible. Batding the rapids with Santosh
will bea river guide and kayaker with
agreatdeal of experience, Tarka
Kamal, who came second in the
Himalayan White Water Rodeo, and
Anup Gurung, another youngkayaker
who came third. Although Nepalis
have participated in international
white water eventsin the past, this
may perhapsbe the first timeanaall-
Nepalikayaking team competes
against teamsfrom 45 countries.

With so much of waterflowing
fastand furious down Nepali hills, one
would expect many Nepalis to be
involved insuch ingadventures
askayaking, Surprisingly, the reality is
theopposite. Onlya handful of our
ownditizensever think of takinga
wild ride down the river for
entertainment. Thereare economic
reasonskayaking won’tever have the
massappeal of football or basketball,
but therearesigns thatadventure

sportson the water are getting more
popularamong thosewho know the
riverswell. Kayakingisa relatively
newsport, simple in conceptbutabit
morecomplicated in practice. It
involvesa one-man boat shaped likea
canoeand the kayaker simply tries to
maintain his balance in the water
usinga two-sided oar to beat the
waves. The thrill lies in facing gigantic
waves, holes, and rapidsbeing
throughan ever-narrowing
gully. Soundslike the kayaker would
be pretty helpless, right? But thereare
skills that talented people can hone to
ensure they stay in the boat rather
than out of it. For the rest of us,
though, itwill remain a wet roller-
coaster ride over which we havelitde
control. Our ilk will always be in the
numerous beginner’straining camps
adventure sportscompanies organise.
With the eternal snowsfrom the
Himalayasfeeding our gulliesand
ravines, Nepal offerskayakers some of
the most exciting waters in the world.
Riverslike the Bhote Kosi, the
Karnali, and the Kali Gandaki, havea
aultinternational followingamong
white water rafters due to their size,
scenic beautyand theaccompanying
experience Nepali wilderness offers.
“Moreand more of white water
enthusiastsarestarting to come to
kayak,” says Tarka Kamal who has
been in the businessfor more than ten
years now. Thisisgreatfor Nepal’s
image, and ithas theadded advantage
ofinspiring youngerNepali river
guidesto trykayaking, “The glacial
lake outburstflood (GLOF) in the

Ten Flying Dutchmen on Highway 318

Finally, a mountain
biking team with a
difference. Ten
Dutchmen, all
corporate employees
in Beijing and
Shanghai, biked down
from Lhasa to
Kathmandu last week.
This 1,000km 16-day

journey through the roof of the world was a ride with a
purpose. The team, Ten Flying Dutchmen, raised $100,000
for the Dorfuton Primary School, which has some 200
children, in Qinghai province in southeastern Tibet. Thanks to
the good burghers, the school can now take on 200 more
students, expand its educational offerings to grade 9 and
build a solar heating system so the school can remain open
even during the winter. According to one member of the team,
the trip served several purposes: it collected funding for the
school, gave the team an opportunity to explore a side of
Tibet they had never seen before, and showed Nepali
tourism entrepreneurs that there is a expatriate market they

can target in China. Dutch.

AIANVd NVHIN

DudhKosi river in September 1998
showed the world thatNepalis could
also kayak,” says Kamal, who earned
theadmiration of kayakersaround the
world for his partin saving the lives of
many. [twasn’teasy, tho was
spentinfour shorthoursovera
distance of 45km, a distance that
normally takes three days to kayak
over. Santosh and Anup laugh that
when age catches up with them and
companies tire of seeing them, they
will opena kayaking club.

Team Nepal, which left for
Spain last week faced alot of
problems, but none of this puta
damper on their spirits. The All
Nepal River Guide Association
contributed Rs28,000 towards the
expenses of the trip, but the Rafting
and Kayaking Associationunder the
Nepal Sports Council hasdone
nothingatall. The team’s gearis

nsored by six companies:a
Method kayak from Perception UK,
anInnerzonefrom Wild Rocdk Boat
Werks, Canada, Paddlelok paddles
from Lendel, Scotland, bouyancy aids
and jacketsfrom Nookie, England,
Shread Ready helmetsfrom the USA
and and Smiths Sunglasses, also from

the USA. Inaddition Mahendra
Thapa of Equator Expeditionsalso
funded two air tickets while the ticket
for the third member camefrom Dave
Allardice. “We are not well-off, but
since this experience is one that will
open other opportunitiesup tous,
us we will make do with thelitde

resources we have,” says Anup. And
opportunity there is—kayaking is
nowan Olympicsport.

Team Nepal is great, but they
will be challenged by their more
experienced international
counterparts in Spain. Tarka who
hasalso kayaked in Argentina, Chile

and Japan always welcomesa dip in
foreign rivers. “The mostimportant
thing is that we will get more
experience and the opportunity to
widen ourknowledge. And this will
also beasort of a promotion for
Nepal,” says Anup. Good luck
Team Nepal. ¢

specifications:

Computer literate

* o o o

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

ActionAid Nepal (AAN) is an international non-governmental organisation working in Nepal
since 1982. It believes that poverty is a condition of social injustice and discrimination and that
it can be eradicated through a process based on empowerment and fulfilment of basic rights
of poor and marginalised people.

We are seeking an able Nepali woman for the position of Human Resources and
Organisation Development Manager (HR/OD Manager) to head its Human Resources
Department in the Country Office. This is a highly responsible position within the senior
management team reporting directly to the Country Director (CD) and will call for the following

¢ A post graduate qualification in either Human Resources Management, Organisation

Development or Organisation Behaviour (this can be compensated with extra hands on

working experience in a similar position)
+ A working experience of at least 3-5 years in a management capacity in a similar position
preferably in a social development organisation
Excellent language skills both in English and Nepali both spoken and in writing
Excellent interpersonal skills

Knowledge of the labour laws of Nepal , Gender equity issues and management of change
in organisations would be an asset

We are looking for a mature, balanced person exhibiting demonstrated leadership competencies
to strategically guide the human resources function towards enabling AAN achieve its mission
related goals. She should posses functional tact, diplomacy, effective skills in dealing with
people, industrious and be results oriented.

The person will be maintaining close relations with other HR/OD functionaries who work in the
various country programmes and the regional office of ActionAid Asia.

AAN accords prime importance to the attitude and behaviour of the people it aims
to recruit and believes that they should be compatible with its core values.

The position will be based in Kathmandu and may involve some field visits as and when
necessary to different AAN projects in Nepal.

Employment with AAN offers opportunity for career enrichment for competent persons. It also
offers scope for travel not only in Nepal but also internationally as it maintains strong affiliations
with ActionAid offices located in approximately 35 countries of the world.

Please forward your application by the 25t of June with your recent CV to the:

HR/OD Manager

ActionAid Nepal

Post Box 6257, Kathmandu

Fax 419718. Email: sabitab@actionaidnepal.org

LIVE with
Kantipur FM

12:00 - 1:00pm

Swimming with Buffet Lunch and a bottle of beer @ Rs. 600 + Tax foradults.
Swimming with Buffet Lunch and bottle of soft drink @ Rs. 350 + Tax for children.

Every Saturday at Godavari Village Resort

A fun time awaits you this summer at Godavari Resort. Beat the heat and splash into the cool blue
pool. Then, enjoy the fascinating natural setting of the Resort while savouring a sumptuous Buffet
Lunch. Good clean fun for the entire family - courtesy the Godavari Village Resort.

And to further add to the excitement, starting 7th April, Kantipur FM will conduct and air a “LIVE”
program straight from our pool-side. So watch out, you just might be on air!

P.O.Box: 12446, Amarabati (Toukhel), Godavari, Lalitpur, Nepal. Tel: 560675, 560775. Fax: 977-1-560777. Corporate Office: P.O.Box 837, Kupondol Heights, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: 521780, 522399, 527619. Fax: 977-1-526683. E-mail: godavari@greenich.mos.com.np ~ Website: www.godavariresort.com.np

Village Resort
Owned by: Greenwich Village Resort Hotel (P) Ltd.

Call: 560675 or 560775
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SAVING FAITH

by DESMOND DOIG

A monument to an Indian pnncess

gga:ommmpaggg;gm Perhaps in the darkness of the night, sorcerers still meet to
fouishing ciyspreadaboutihe | CHANEE metal into stone and water into burning oil.
mostholyshrineofPaslmpaﬁnaﬂl,or 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
thesacred land waitingfora city. In the morass of time, dates have concerns us more is the coming of remained in her new homeland,
Certainly there musthave beena small meaning buta halo isforever | theMauryan emperor Ashokainthe | helping to found not just one new
setlement, a centre of pilgrimage castabout the time when Gautama | footstepsofhismaster. Heraisedor | town, but two, because beside
already. Theking,accordingtoearly | Buddha wasborn. Scholars will added to existing stupaswhereverthe | Deupatan she herselflavished
travellers, lived near the templewhere | forever debate whether he visited Buddha had tarried or preached:four | patronage onaBuddhistsettlement
heworshipped daily. the valley of the gods or not: about thecity of Patan, oneon called Chabahil. There, inspired by
There wasa palaceonamound | tradition says hedid. Hevisited the | Swayambhunath hill, oneat her father, she raised and aboutita
above Pashupatinath. And a road city or town of Patan, where he Baudhanathand oneatKirtipur. vihara. Apparendy she herself took
led to distant Swayambhunath on bestowed the favour of his name Thereexistotherstupasthatmay | moreand moretoareligiousway of
itssacred hill. Tradition, legend, upon the blacksmith caste by be Ashokan, ovedooked byhistorians | lifeand finally renouncing regal living,
natural surmise, hasa sprawl of elevating them to Sakyas. After and scholarsboth. Oneisonthehill of | becameanun.
habitation about the sickle of the visiting Swayambhu he satuponthe | the thirty-two butterflies, not far My sketch s of the Charumati
Bagmati thatflowed through the lion throne made by Viswakarman, | from Pashupatinath,anotherbeside | vihar or bahalasitistoday: old, very
Kathmandu Valley It was called and read from the Puranasto the the new ring road below old, but obviously not original.
Manjupatan after Manjushri,who | large company of people who had Swayambhunathand athirdtothe | Perhapsitstandsonancient
drained a lake to form the Valley. gathered to do him honour What north of Bhaktapur. Buteventhese | foundations,for the people of
are outside the limits of myconcern | Chabahil are firm in their belief that it
with Ashoka’s daughter Charumati. | was Charumati who builtit. The
They merelysubstantiate thevisit | pujzrdoesn’tevenknowwho
to theKathmandu Valley of her Charumati was: agoddess, he told me.
foreverfamousfather. Threeshrines occupy the square
She must have travelled with him, | building. Beside theentrance, in the
and either itwaslove, a political spirit of Buddhist-Hindu coexistence,
arrangementorastrangefascination | isasmall shrine to Bhairab, the
thathad her married toa prince, terrifying protector. The main shrine
Devapala, who is historically isoccupied bya standing ‘ L
connected with Deupatan, near Avalokeshwar, and i i stood out the centuries, was briefly the small courtyard of an existing
Pashupatinath. Hearsay history has above, inashrineforbiddentomost | stolen but returned. All trace of the temple courtyard. The debate
him eitherlivingin the palaceabove | visitors, isan Ajima, orgrandmother | monastery thatstood about theshrine | ended only when the
thetempleand administering the goddessworshipped byBuddhistsand | hasdisappeared. Modern building Shankaracharya discovered that the
township of Deupatan, orfoundingit | Hindusalike. begins to encroachupon theold temple goddess herself was aiding
together with Charumati. Before the main shrineisa Chabahil and itsancient neighbour the tantric sage. And residents of
Onefairly authenticated version | chaitya carved with four Buddhas Deupatan,arebutnames;onlyafew | theareaare given to saying that
of shadowy history has the that date to earliest Licchavi times | old buildingsindicatewheretheyonce | they hear strangeand often
impetuous Charumati—herbeauty, | (AD 300-800). Although still stood: in Chabahil, thestupaandthe | terrifying noises in the night,
her graces areleft to imagination— | remarkably preserved, thishistoric | courtyard named after Charumati;in | comingfrom the direction of a
deeply impressed bya display of monument is in urgent need of Deupatan, a tantrictempleand a tantric shrine that now stands
sorcery and black magic. Waterwas | restoration. The pijzritold me that | stonebathfed bycarved waterspouts | beside the new highway that rings
turned to oil, water burned, aniron | someforeigners—he thought Where the princeand princessmight | the Kathmandu Valley. Perhapsin
arrowhead was changed to stoneand | Americans—had come someyears once havebathed,and someancient | thesolemn and darkest darkness of
awooden staff into a writhing snake | ago with promises to repair the pavingstones. the night, sorcerers still meet to
TheIndian princess begged her building, but they never returned. Thereisstill the strongsense of | change metal into stoneand water
father to many her to the young lebymdlesulpaCharumau tantric mysticism thatattracted into burning oil. ¢
prince Devapala—handsome, built, painted with large, all-seeing Charumati to the place. Legend has
courageous, himself possessed of eyesand surrounded by small votive it thata tantric waslocked fordays | (Excerptedwithpermissionfrom
mystic powers? chaityas, stupasand images. A in religious debate with a visiting In the Kingdomof the Gods,
Ttwas done, and Charumati beautiful LicchaviBuddhathathad | Shankaracharyafrom southIndiain | Harper Collins, 194)
by MANJUSHREE THAPA

not be used to such ends.

Onta’s critique.

Hallako Desh Ho has been much quoted since

the 1 June massacre at Narayanhiti Palace. In
fact it has been quoted so widely that it risks
becoming an easy weapon to silence even
legitimate, critical and valuable scepticism of
official bungling, government mediocrity, shoddy
inquiries, contradictory narratives, and a lack of
credible material evidence surrounding the
massacre. Surely the Nepali public should not be
belittled for demanding intelligent answers and
credible proof—and surely Bhupi Sherchan should

A sharp response to the misuse of Bhupi
Sherchan’s poem comes from Pratyoush Onta in the
15 June Kathmandu Post: “Those who quote the last
seven lines of Bhupi Sherchan’s immortal 70-line
poem on ours being a country of rumours on their
way to a patronising analysis of so-called rumour-
spreaders, might want to reread its first 48 lines to
think about how the best of our poets characterised
the process that give rise to hallas [rumors].” The
entire poem is translated below in deference to

This is a Country of Hearsay and Rumour
A country where music competition judges
are deaf people sporting earphones,

and where poetry arbiters have souls

in the process of petrifaction,

where wooden legs win races

and where security rifle blades

are held up by broken plastered hands,

a place where doko after doko

kharpan after kharpan

truck after truck of souls

are decked before roadways and verandahs,
where those who become political leaders
sell and buy souls like stock agency shares,
where the champions of the youth bear

corrugated wrinkles on their foreheads,

rivers

where the ‘wash and wear crease’ of respectability
of even the worst reprobate never crinkles,

where even the most debased whore’s face

of synthetic skin never wrinkles,

where agriculture fairs

display seeds that promise double yields

while spreading news of drought and famine,
where in the place of Bagmati and Bishnumati

beer and whisky now trickle,

and where Pashupati and Swayambhu are used
not to get a taste of sacred offerings

but for a taste of Adam and Eve’s forbidden fruit
in the surrounding jungles and forests,

Bhupi Sherchan
On rumour and hearsay

b hupi Sherchan’s renowned poem Yo Hallai where sugar factories produce not sugar but

alcohol,

where free mothers birth not sons but lahureys,
where great poets die before their time

still unable to pay off debts,

where a poet insane with his country’s anxiety
must seek refuge in another country’s hospital,

and where the sole daughter of the goddess

Saraswati

withers in her youth for lack of medical

attention,
where guides remind tourists

of Nepal's contribution to foreign lands
and on holidays ask for the contribution

of their foreign cameras,
where young people
undergo army training

singing songs of Nalapani and Kangada

fortresses

Donning a khukuri along with coat and tie,

renting my heart wide open

| feel I must speak to this country,

O fellow countrymen

O national poets

O honorable leaders

If you want you can label me

This is the feel that compels me to say

that gives me courage to say:

this is a country of hearsay and rumour

If one were to unearth the foundation of each

house here

rumour

rumour

This is a country founded on hearsay and

rumour

This is a country of hearsay and rumour

This poem is found in Sherchan’s collection
Ghumne Mechmathi Andho Manchhe. Another
Sherchan poem, “The History of My Country
Seems Wrong to Me,” can be read in NT #27.

someone who hates or betrays his country
but this country is mine as much as yours,
even if we were to divide it equally

my small hut would stand

on one of its ten million pieces,

my funeral pyre would stand

on one of its countless river banks

only hearsay and rumour would be found
heaped there
That's why this is a country of hearsay and

This is a country standing on hearsay and
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The Hidden Himalaya Photographs by Thomas L Kelly, text by V Carroll,

MOVIES Dunham
% Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com Abbeville Press Publishers, New York, 1987 [2001]
SILE L i{nsl?riétgtakmg hotographsand evocative prose, Thomas L Kellyand V Carroll
% Fine Nepali and Indian Dining Kababs and biryani at Naachghar, the theatre restaurant Dunham rev eallI)-I mnlil’? Enﬂﬂwvismanf discfoseinﬁmate detyailsofthelivmofits yak
at Hotel Yak & Yeti. 30 percent discount on all bottled wines ordered with meals at . . ..

. herders, caravan drivers, shamans, and polyandrous brides. Kellyand Dunham, the first Westerners to live in
Naachghar until 30 June 2001.

Humla, take us through a year there.

Reservations recommended 248999
« Bubbly Brunch Buffet with freely flowing
sparkling wine and entertainment for kids.

Face painting, balloons, sculpture. Rs 999 . .
for adults, Rs 499 for children under 12. Random House, GreatB"t?{':lzggé

aaiu |rd jﬁ 8%.18 SN2, RECIEE0] In thefateful 1996 dimbing season Jamling Norgay followed hisfather Tenzing’s footsteps
ote. up Everest driven bya need to understand his father and the spirit of his Sherpa heritage, as

L‘:‘ hatsoon %e(sjpaurant_ta;]ngVinothequ% well as his instinctive desire to climb thelethal, yet sacred mountain which had so
uncn, tea an Inner wi uropean an domi 1 hislife.

American food, fine wines. Pulchowk.
535290

% Sekuwa (BBQ) Night at Dwarika'sHotel.
Selection of starters, main courses and
desserts for Rs 699 per person. Open
throughout the monsoon. 479488

% Brunch with swimming Shangri La

Touching my Father’s Soul: In the Footsteps of Sherpa Tenzing Jamling Tenzing
Norgay, with Broughton Coburn

Himalayan Space: Cultural Horizons and Practices Balthasar

Bickel and Martin Gaenszle, eds

Volkerkundemuseum, Ziirich, 1999

Rs 1,975

This volume explores how notions of space and landscape find expression in Himalayan
cultural traditions, languages and practices. Indludes essays on Newari, Belhare, and

Kathmandu’s award-winning garden. Rs . .
Mewahang Rai people, Tamu (Gurung) shamans, Rai language,

700 plus tax. 412999 T Tamangoralu'aditignsandM:Egarmythology.

% Wet & Wild Summer Swimming in a

cool pool and a buffet lunch. Saturdays at
Godavari Village Resort. Adults Rs 600,
children Rs 350. Taxes extra. 560675, 560775

Trekking in Nepal: A Traveler’s Guide Stephen Bezruchka
Mandala Book Point and The Mountaineers, Kathmandu and Seattle, 1972,1997

% Mango Tango Exotic mangoes desserts Hotel de I' Annapurna. All day, all food and Izoé);g
beverage outlets. . . ) . .
& Botega Restaurant and Tequila Bar Authentic Mexican specialities, steak, salsa and ]D]. e Wlizf th“c Eﬁﬁ:%gg&ﬁgggjﬁl o:)lllel(;;t dt hlsa' attod"ry'gberl(:i‘::;‘i’tznhangﬁf’s

meringue music. Thamel. 266433.
% Sam’s Bar Variety of cocktails including the classic B52, Apple Schnapps, Sam'’s
Special, Mexican Tequila and more. Music and free popcorn. Thamel, opposite Hotel

21 major areas over all types of terrain and includes alternatives and side trips. Includes
new routs in the Makalu Barun area, 76 photos, 16 maps and 20 elevation profiles.

Mandap. 419836 Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath
# Naked Chef Restaurant, Nagarkot. Gourmet continental and Indian cuisine. “
Great views.262039, 680115.
% Movenpick ice-cream Exotic desserts at the ice-cream lounge on Darbar Marg. Visit The New Bishalnagar Nursery . To let
for flowers you will not find elsewhere! Just . Fully furnished apartment, three
Music , , two minutes from Bishalnagar Chowk on the - bedrooms, two baths, spacious living-
* Jazz by Cadenza at Upstairs, Lazimpat. Every Saturday, 7.30-100m. Rs 200 Dhumvarahi Road. Specialties of the - dining, kitchen, phone line, terrace
* Unplugged guitar Syabru Lama at the Coffee Shop, Hotel De L' Annapuma. Every season: Fuschias in many colours and - overlooking garden. Peaceful
SEy) varieties, young plants of early-fruiting . surroundings, near Jawalakhel Zoo.
German vine, and many others. - 524389.
EVENTS :
% Stress Free Weekends Overnight stay at the Hyatt, Mountain Biking HMB . Reflexology
dinner for two at the Rox Restaurant, use of pool, for all your mountain biking needs—full " Professional US, Europe-trained
health club, spa and outdoor jacuzzi, ayurvedic workshop, repair facilities, all models. Pick - naturopath, therapist. Improve your
massage for two, weekend brunch, late check out up, delivery, professional mechanics. Bike ~ © blood circulation, energy flow. Perfect
Sunday. Rs 9,000 plus tax. Hyatt Regency, Kathmandu. clothing, spare parts, accessories. Hire, buy, - preventive therapy and also for specific
491234 sell, new and second-hand bikes. © ailments. 416118 (11am-5pm) or email
+ Dwarika's Saturday Escape Afternoon tea, Himalayan Mountain Bike. - buddhasfeet@about.com.
cocktail, dinner, room, massage and breakfast. www.bikingnepal.com. 437437. :
Saturday evening to Sunday noon. Until end- . . . .
September. $130 per couple. Dwarika's Hotel 479488 For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

% Spiny Babbler Museum Readings and presentations of contemporary Nepali literature
and art Sundays 5-6pm Kathmandu Guest House, Thamel; Tuesdays 4-5pm Kathmandu
Environment Education Project, Thamel; Thursdays 7-8pm Bamboo Club Restaurant,
Thamel, Saturdays 5-6pm New Orleans Café, Thamel. spinybabbler@mos.com.np.
542810, 546725

DO YOU EVENTUALLY

MARTIN CHAUTARI

% Classic Literature Discussion Series 6: Ramesh Vikal's “Naya Sadak ko Geet” Pandits:
Govinda Vartaman and Manjushree Thapa Unless otherwise noted all discussions are in
Nepali. 26 June Tuesday. 5.30pm Thapathali .

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com |

NEPALI WEATHER
This satellite picture shows a fine series of
O n F I\/I ‘ O 2 4 southwesterly trade winds building up from the
1 southern Arabian sea right up to the east coast of

Thailand—indicating that the monsoon is off to a
healthy start. These winds will in the next weeks head

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BRC World 'I'oday towards Bangladesh and take a sharp left turn to be
. . . over eastern Nepal by 10 June. Till then, we will see a
Sat 0615-0645 BBC Science In Action series of weather cells moving from west to east
bringing thunderstorms and occasional heavy bursts
Sun 0615-0645 BBC A gen da of rain characteristic of pre-monsoon showers.
. Finally, monsoon winds will chase the westerlies
Dail y 2045-2115 BBC #WTFﬁ' @ar away and that is when the rainy season will officially

start. (See “Monsoon moods” p. 10-11). So far, the

Dail y 2245-2300 BBC ﬁ't{]'(_vﬁ' @aT onset of the monsoon is right on schedule. Long-term

forecasts also show a healthy advance of the
monsoon over June and July.

Radio Sagarmatha CATHUANDL

PO. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 54568 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227 Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org

} ¢ ¢ 1Y
www.radiosagarmatha.org 30-19 29-18 29-19 30-18 30-19
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ARTS
winter, and it’s waterproof and
durable. I've been wearing this
coat throughout the year,” he says.
And then there’s the gauzy
lightweight feel of z/l» shawlsand
scarves that makes you feel like
you'reinafairy taleworld, evokingat
every glance the beautiful mountains
of eastern Nepal where ingenuity,
folk science, and very hard work
come together. Canyou say 2/l %
A painstakingly produced fabric made from FeoHimdl e owrecobindorat
= = More allo info, search with
Himalayan bush becomes easier to make, and o oesoesodorg
Egm WWW.panasia.org.st
more exciting to wear. A
©0 0000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 Tgp[lqﬁ'K;[[”}]ghﬂfymﬁﬂd]’;zgﬂljo
Itsoundssimple, butitisa natural vegetable dyes in plain Kulungs still give first priority to fibreon improvised spinningmachine.
painstaking task—literally. In colours. “The price theyaregetting | making thesacksand raincoats Down: An allo coat sample.
October and November, the men istoo low for the effort involved. they've traditionally made for
dimb thehillsand harvestthez/lo | And manyKulung womensstill use themselves and for sale to
shrubs. After the shrubsare brought | the mouth technique. It’s tough,” neighbouring villages. But the
down, the men strip them of their says Gauli. You can nowbuy a/b blended #//o-based fabrics are
bark and lay them todryinthesun | place mats (Rs1,500foraset)and | pavingthe wayfor thecommunity
for three days. And thereends their | shawlsand mufflers (Rs700 to take on the world. They’ll start
share of the work. Now it is the upwards). They'reavailableatafew | small. “We don’t really need to
turn of women, boiling the bark in outlets in the Kathmandu area, gun for foreign markets initially.
water containingash. After this, the | mainlyin Kupondole. There’salot of potential to market
bark is stonewashed at a nearby More will soon be available. itin Nepal. The problem is, people
river, bringing out the fibre that “The Kulungand consumers have don’treallyknowwhat a/lo is,”
makes a/lo special. been enthusiastic about the says Gauli who was wearing an a/lo
Thefibre is then mixed with blends,” says Krishna Karki, the coat when he spoke with us. “All
crushed limestone to makeitalitde | field coordinator of the project. iscool in the summer and warm in
greasy and easier to handle. All this
SALILSUBEDI =~ == people, indigenous to the eastern ethnobotany can be hard work: the ] .
rrant publicschoolalumni | hills of Nepal, have found an fibreis rolled around the waistand Dakshinkali Resort
will remember being caned ingenious use for the 2/ the free end is lamped between the Dollu, Pharping ph 710072/710360
with the sisnupani (netdes) | plant(Girardianadiversifolia). They | teeth. One hand quickly rolls the EZ)S(?“,@I_' °;7§h1§;f¢gg
for not getting their homework have culturally and religiously fibre down—through the teeth, o
done. Now, you can wear nettles. determined uses for the plant,but | whichactasafilter—on to the An ldeal Resort for Seminar/Workshops
Well, it’s not exactly the sis: that they've also been earning their spinner. At the end of alife devoted Only Rs 1000.00 per person on Twin/Triple sharing basis with all meals.
made contact with your backside, livelihood bymakingfabric and to this pamstaklng task, women Even0 Includes 20 times refreshment during the workshop.
but something thatlooks ratherlike | dothingfrom this plant. They have wounded and scarred hands 2% TSC+10% VAT APPLICABLE TAX EXTRA
itand belongs to the same species. | extract the a/lo fibres, turn them and havelost teeth prematurely, ) U P v e G
InMangtewavillagein theeastern | into fabricand thenall mannerof | and jaws that never seem to stop
Sankhuwasabha district, KulungRai | dothing i

HAPPENINGS

PALACE GATES: Flowers and condolence messages have been removed from
the main gate 0deryﬂn/7iti, which this week wore a fbr/om and empty look.

PACK JOURNALISM: International and domestic media at the parliament
secretariat for the release 0fthe‘ report by the probe pdnel on thero yzzl massacre on

14 June.

JATRA TIMES ARE HERE AGAIN: The annual Jayabageswori Jatra gets

underwayon 14 June.

VAYVYHOVYHCYE NIW

VYAYVHOVECYE NIN

Y3ILNIO OLOHd WOOZ

But this mightsoonc S0
we can wear /o dothing without
feeling too guilty. Hari Gopal
Shrestha, a Bhaktapur-based expert
on Nepali textiles, has been
working with the Austrian group,
Eco Himal, to help the kulung Rai
find better income-generating
alternatives. The latest
developmentis heartening:
“Recently we introduced a foot-
operated device which dispenses
with the need to use the mouth and
works six times as fast as the
traditional method,” he says. Last
December, 20 women were trained
on howto use the newlooms
(khutte kal) and also new techniques
in pattern design. Shrestha assures
us that the women will not suffer as
muchanymore. This will surely
help the small, but growing market
allo clothing, “Eco Himal’s
initiative to help the Kulung Rai is
overseen by the income-generation
programme of our community
development project. So we’re
definitely scouting for a better
marketfor their products,” says
Ram, Gauli, the administration and
finance officer of Eco Himal. A/l
are becoming the rage in eclectic
circles in Austria and other
European countries where it s
marketted by Eco Himal.

There are obstacles to such
efforts. Allo has the same rough,
husky texture as jute and hemp, and
although itis often lighter and more
delicate-looking, itis often
mistaken for them. And not
everyone is crazy about coarse
fabric. There are ways around this,
though, and the community has
been taught how to blend other
fabrics with #//o. The community is
experimenting with a variety of
different blends. They produce a/lo-
silk (Rs700 per metre), a/lo-cotton
(Rs 500 per metre) and pure 2/l
(Rs200 per metre) using only

Shangrila
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

M ¢ is when you have hair coming out of your ears that
you know you have reached ripe old age and you are
finally going to get the respect from society at large

thatyou deserve. Exactly as was predicted, my hair has

lately stopped growing where it is supposed, and
sproutslushly where it is not supposed to—like inside
my earsand on the tip of my nose. Itis also true what
they say that your nose grows bigger as you grow older.

I nowknowfrom personal first-hand experience that

my proboscis has grown in stature and prestige in the

last five years. Already, people on the streetare
mistaking me for House Speaker Taranath Ranabhat
and expressing heartfelt greetings by loudly imitating

Arnold Schwarzenegger. So much so, that if my nose

growsany further than what I have at present, itis

soon going to entera room at leasta minute and a half
before the rest of me.

don’thave pimplesany more. Yes, the elderly gentleman
at the back. I can’t hear you, can you speak up? You have
two nipples? ISAID PIMPLES, NOT NIPPLES.

You will also find that you don’t have to follow
old boring rules of etiquette anymore. For instance, at
asit-down dinner it will henceforth be ok just before
dessert arrives to excavate a juicy morsel of marinated
mutton from your man-made molars, examine itin
detail and plop it back into your mouth. And asa
compliment to the chef; itisalso ok for those of us
approaching the autumn of our lives, to burp loudly
from either end of our alimentary tracts after a hearty
meal with near and dear ones, and if any youngsters
look shocked, you pat them on the head and say: “Did
Istartle you, my dear?” After the meal, you don’t have
to feel bad about falling asleep in the sofa, you snores
muffled by nasal vegetation, while the rest of the dlan

Has anybody
seen my teeth?

And now that my armpits are going bald I can tell
that very soon, as a senior citizen,  will have every
right to bea mad old cootand if anyone hasany
objections they can just go and get stuffed. Look at
Kishunji, I can’t wait to get away with what he gets
away with. The other greatadvantage of being a
septuagenarian in Nepal today is that it is the only
qualification you really need to be prime minister.

Thereare many other benefits to growing old, and I
will try very hard during the course of the coming few
months to remember what they are. Remind me. Oh yes,
onegreat benefit of turning hundred-something s thatyou

talks about the Man in the Mask. With such liberties,
itissurprising why anyone would want to stay young
and worry endlessly about who done t.

Athome, you will find old taboos lifted—you now
have the freedom to walk around the house in broad
daylight clad in nothing but your Y-fronts. Take it
from me: going bald isalso the best way to solve your
dandruff problem. What makes me especially glad is
that our society still carries on the glorious Nepali
tradition of treating our elders with respect. Why
would anyone want to grow old gracefully, it takes
away half the fun. Has anyone seen my teeth? ¢

NEPALI SOCIETY

Ram goes to Brussels

M t was natural for Ram Prasad Bajgain, a

Nepali farmer, to get a culture shock when

24 hours after leaving his paddy terraces
in Kavre District, he was cruising into town
from Brussels airport. But there was an even
bigger shock that awaited him at the centre of
the city. There were enormous two-story high
billboards of himself staring down at him.

“| thought | was dreaming,” recalls Ram,
who was invited to a big United Nations
conference to convince delegates that given
the will, a community spirit and a little bit of
help from outside, Nepali farmers can take

care of themselves and build their own future.

Ram is the member of a farmers’ self-help
group called the Phulchoki Community
Organisation in the village of Kushadevi, a
three hour drive east of Kathmandu. In
Brussels, Ram addressed press conferences
and spoke to delegates at the UN conference
on Least Developed Countries about his
experience in the improving the lives of
villagers.

“We have 39 members in our group, each
contributes Rs 10 a week, and we decide
collectively from the money put together who
is the neediest and would benefit from a small
loan,” explains Ram. Although there is a 15
percent interest on the loans, almost all are
paid back in time. There is a provision for no-
interest loan for health emergencies. Ram’s
wife Sangita is with a parallel women’s group
that has a similar credit scheme. “We don't

step on each other’s toes,” he laughs. The only
people who are worried about Ram and Sangita
are local loan sharks, who used to charge up to
100 percent interest on loans, and have seen a
drastic reduction in their profits.

There is very little politics within the group
because no matter what party members belong
to, their needs are the same: insurance for their
water buffalos, better health facilities, better
education for their children. This is perhaps
something Kathmandu'’s squabbling and short-
sighted politicians could learn from, quips Ram:
“They should come to Kushadevi and see how
we do it."

In Brussels, Normand Lanzon, the head of the
UN'’s Capital Development Fund found a message
in all this for his organisation’s work worldwide:
“We have to go to Ram’s level, and learn from the
example his community has set. Unless we work
with people like them we will not have genuine
development.”

We ask Ram why it has worked in his village,
but it doesn'’t in others. “We tried hard first to
motivate the community and get them fired up, we
had to convince everyone that they would
benefit, and that the poorest would benefit most,”
he says with confidence. Encouraged by his
brief trip to Europe, Ram is now working with
renewed enthusiasm to set up a new water
supply project, a campaign to get better
sanitation and hygiene and also to improve
facilities at the local school. If only Nepal had
more Ram Prasad Bajgains. ¢
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Cyber Cafe at Jawalakhel

other.

WIN STUFF EVERY WEEK - LOG ONTO: WWW.WAVEMAG.COM.NP

Free Bowling

n-$oE =

GRAPHIC STATION
T-shirts for two

MERCRANTILE

COMMUNICATIONS PVT. LTD

5 hours internet browsing free for two.

Two winners. A Keyboard for one and a mouse for the

3 Gift Hampers

AVE

Suef excel

Regd No. 65/045-46 Lalitpur

ndoE =



