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What's behind the tepublican curtain?

KUNDA DIXIT

D espite the posturing and hardline thetoric, the

governmentand Maostsare giving alks one
more ry nextweek. Public opinion for peace has

rside wants

given the negori neit
0 be scen as wrecking it

“The truce s holding—no policemen or Maoists
have been killed in two monchs. But in the countryside,
clected village council chairmen are forced to resign,
Maoist extortion and threats have intensified, school

governmentis holding back for fear
of derailing alks,

Government negotiator
Narahari Acharya is confident that
the Maosts willinally come out
with their real demands nextweek.
“They have to explain whats
behind their republican curtain,”
Acharya told us. “Meanwhile they
are ing obstacls

across the country have been closed, those that haven’t
are subject to arson attacks. (Sce picture.)

Meanwhile the governmentis seting upa paramili-
tary force, arming it with automatic weapons, buying
helicopters for the army and getting readly for a
showdown should talks fail. There has been coordi-

d deployment ofarmy and police in symbolic rad

threats and arson attacks.”
‘Maoist negoriator Krishna
Bahadur Mahara useda Press
Chautari forum Thursday to accuse
the government of sing interna-
tional tensions to crush his move-
ment, “We respected the people’s

fi d explosives in Kathmandu. The

ishes and suspended the armed

tothe talks by

Anotherschool busis seton fire by
Maoiststudents Thursday, while

talks continue.

struggle. Ifthe government docs
not respond, wewill be forced to
ke up arms again.”

Opposition UML leader KP
Oliisscornful ofsuch bluster, and
he dismissed talk of arepublic.
“Thisis justa slogan to keep their
activists happy. But there s
nothing stopping them on the real
issuof constitutional reform. This
is what the talksare for.” Oli says
the Maoists must analyse why their
popularity has dropped so dramati-
allyin the past month, addingitis
duc o their wanton threats,
extortion and kidnappingsafter the
talks began,

Sowhyare the Maoists so

Keen to talk? They seem wortied that the revolucion is
spinning out of ontrol,the republican agenda s not
going towork, and there s the real possibiliy of having
o face thearmy. Then the UML exploited the
Maoists'perccived Indian links afier Prachanda’s
Siliguri meetings to isolate them, and forged a ten-party
Iefealiance.

“The Maoists now have to reconcile the need to
comeaboveground through talks with the demands ofa
radical cade. “If the talks go too smoothly, there will
surely beasplitin the ranks,” explained one Mao-
watcher. A hardline faction led by Comrade Badal
(Ram Bahadur Thapa) i sid to be dissacified with the
talks, but feels it can use the time to prepare to take on
che army. Said the source: “The talks can fai, and
fighting may break out again. They want to be sure they
are prepared.”

Lefiist parties at an all-party meeting this week said
they generally support the idea of giving the Maoists a
slotinan inerim government. The Nepali Congress
will continue s meetings Friday to come out with its
own response—a categorical “no” toa republicand a
qualified “yes” toan interim government.

Q:Doyou think the Maoist insurgency can be
talks?
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DIRECT HIT

Tourism to Nepal and the region takes a hard
knock amidst fears of US retaliation.

E verything was looking up for Nepal’s tourism.

October bookings looked healthy, airlines were:
filling up again and adding frequency, trekking
agencies were smiling. All that changed last week. After
the New York and Washington bombings, Nepal's tourism

outlook is bleaker than ever.

Despite the IC814 hijack and its aftermath, hotel
strikes, the Hrithik Roshan riots, the Maoist insurgency
and the royal massacre, surprisingly tourists were still
coming to Nepal, and numbers were picking up. Now it
looks like another below-average autumn season.

“We'll have to wait and see how things unfold,” says
Pradeep Raj Pandey of the Nepal Tourism Board. “This
might affect regional tourism, but we have been one of
the few places where there have been no problems for
Americans.” One in ten tourists to Nepal is American.

The entire focus of the US military response to the
terrorist attacks last week is now centred on South Asia
with intense coverage in international media of Pakistan
and Afghanistan. The subcontinent is now seen as a
possible war zone, and people are keeping out. There
have been massive cancellations of trekking groups from
Germany and Britain.

“People are just not travelling,” says one exasper-
ated trekking agency official in Kathmandu. “Every fax,
every email has bad news.” Many European travellers
who were flying Gulf-based airlines have cancelled
bookings, and even tourists coming from the east
(Australians and Japanese) are panicking. If it is this bad
before the expected US response gets underway, a full-
scale multinational offensive on Afghanistan would kill
the rest of the season. Pandey is keeping his fingers
crossed: “If there is a major incident in the region in the
next few weeks we may lose what looks like a fairly good
year-end.”

Itis not just Nepal that is affected, tourism to and

seoese
from the United States is worst hit. Travel trade officials
say India has seen a 70 percent drop in arrivals since the
bombings and even Thailand is expecting a 15 percent
downturn in arrivals this season—most non-stop flights
from Europe to southeast Asia overfly Afghanistan and
the Gulf.

Narendra Bajracharya, general secretary of the Hotel
Association of Nepal (HAN) is still optimistic that if the
crisis blows over quickly, some tourists may uncancel. ‘We
could look at averaging 50-60 percent hotel occupancy,
if not the 70-80 percent we've had in the best of times,”

he says bravely.
October-December has traditionally been the peak
hotels are booked t ty- with

100 percent occupancy for weeks ata slrelcn Tourists
move on to Pokhara or Chitwan or for long treks in the.
mountains, helping disperse the income tourism brings.
“After two bad years, we were really looking forward to a
good season to recoup our losses,” Bajracharya told us.
Despite dismal arrivals last year, tourism still brought Rs
11.8 billion ($167 million) into Nepal. Only 463,646
‘tourists came in 2000, about six percent less than 1999,

The NTB and other hoteliers are pinning their hopes
on Indian traffic during the mid-October festival season.
“There has to be an immediate, vigorous promotion
campaign in India,” says Bachan Gyawali of Four
Seasons Travel. “Indians may actually find Nepal a good
place to get away from it all.”

But itwill not work unless the passport requirement on
Indians travelling to Nepal by air is lifted, a rule
enforced after the December 1999 hijack of IC814. “Half
the Indian tourists who want to come here cannot
because they don't have passports or election cards,” says
Romesh Saigal, an Indian travel entrepreneur. Officials
from both countries are trying to get the rule lifted, but
without result. No one could tell us where the obstacle is.

Nepal's main attraction for Indian tourists aside from the
Hindu temples, mountains and shopping was that they
could get here without passport and visa hassles.

Even before the panic about US retaliation in
Afghanistan, the north Indian circuit, which Nepal tradition-
ally depended on for group tourists, was seeing a dramatic
downturn. Tourists, especially Americans, were just not
doing the Jaipur-Delhi-Agra-Banaras-Kathmandu intinerary
in the numbers they used to. This had affected Nepal, but
luckily in recent years Nepal had emerged as a hub in its.
own right for tourists who flew into Kathmandu and then out
to Tibet or India from here. 0 0
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE

Picking up the pieces after a war has now become an art. People do
PhDs in conflict studies and peace brokering. Others get premature
Nobel Peace Prizes even if the peace they make falls to pieces.

George W Bush should take a page out of Sun Tzu in which the
Chinese praetorian guru wrote that the ideal war is one that is won
before the fighting even begins. He could even paraphrase The Art of
War to find a lesson in how ill-considered demonisation can lead a
country into a war it doesn't really want. Super powers and regional
powers all do this: put a face on an external enemy, whip up a frenzy
that forces them to unleash the dogs of war. This is probably what Sun
Tzu was saying: it is easier to keep a peace than to win a war, so don't
start one. We know only too well that once the big guns are un-
sheathed, and war gathers its deadly momentum it is much harder to
stop. If 1990 was Francis Fukuyama's “end of history", then 2001 is
turning out to be the end of the end of history.

Americans have called this undeclared war against an invisible
enemy “the first war of the 21% century” (Really? How about Macedo-
nia, Sierra Leone and the Congo?) or “a new kind of war". Actually the
New War was a phrase used by Mary Kaldor of the London School of
Economics long before the terrorist attacks last week. She described
the New War that followed the end of the Cold War.

Media is mobilised to mobilise publics to support wars. In this info
war both sides will use media equally ruthlessly. Those with a tradi-
tion of free press and democracy will do it in a more sophisticated
way. Example, of course, is the Gulf War where manipulation of global
multimedia was carried out with military precision and on a war-
footing. There was no way people were going to be seeing blood on
the screen, this was going to be the techno-pornography of a video
game war with the public allowed peeps of smart
bombs hitting crosshairs.

Kaldor's definition

of a New War also looks at how violence against
civilians has now become a part of military strategy. In conventional as
well as guerrilla wars, no one has time anymore for winning hearts
and minds. As we saw in Bosnia and in Kosovo, you rule the popula-
tion by fear and fear alone: mass rape, massacres, ethnic cleansing.
Crimes against humanity now seem to be at the heart of military
strategy, not just the side-effect of a war.

Then, there are the ethnic conflicts which get support from the
diaspora. Extortion, looting and forced taxation are justified in the name of
sustaining the war effort. Civil wars, therefore, are not “domestic” any
more. They have become confiicts without borders.

New wars are even more difficult to end than old wars. Once they set
in motion the mass killing of civilians, it builds up so much bad blood so
quickly that it ensures enough revenge to last generations. Joblessness
and poverty find attractive new outlets in fundamentalism, racism and
xenophobia—all disguised as nationalism and patriotism. And vested
interest groups who profit from the war economy of weapons purchases,
the arms dealers and the military-industrial complex all ensure that the
fighting never stops.

Wars therefore worsen the conditions that led to the wars in the first
place. And it is precisely these conditions that prevention and peace-
making have to focus on. Like oil fires that burn out because they starve
themselves of oxygen, these virulent conflicts simmer down occasionally
as both sides regroup. That is the opportunity to move in to try to work on a
truce. There is limited time to try to address the root causes: unemploy-
ment, inequality, and meeting basic needs. A strategy for development is
a strategy for prevention.

But this is not something that can be implemented in the lackadaisical
ways of old government. It needs a Marshall Plan of logistics and delivery
through efficient and honest government.

We in Nepal are in the middle of a shaky peace process. A truce has
held for two months, it bodes well that both sides know and respect public
opinion for an end to the conflict. A peace process is accumulative, each
step forward leaves a residue even if it is marred by violence. Leaders
need to keep the people on their side, and deliver what they promise. The
peace process must include rebels who have the capacity to destroy the
process: hardliners must be included otherwise they will spin off into a
radical faction that will keep on fighting. There must be post-conflict roles
for the militia in the security forces.

A realistic truce is more desirable than an unrealistic peace agree-
ment. But deep down there is only one thing that will make or break a
peace effort: both sides must want to end the war.

STATE OF THE STATE

The eagle is wounded

by CK LAL

George W’s call for vengeance may sound cathartic, but
the strong end up fuelling the fire of revenge in the weak.

tion of language. A child starts to
have feelings much before she learns
o speak. Words capture our responses to
outer stimuli—anger, hate, hopeand
happiness. Butwhen i comes to inner
human feelings, words almost lways il
Toexpresloveand loss, wehaveno
recoursebut to fumble with poetry,orlapse
intothe comfortingembraceofsence. The
horendous wgedy of Bk Tucsdy n New

E ‘motionsare older than the inven-

fury. It consumed both the victims, and
the guilry.

More bellicose s the tendency among
thelikes of Henry Kissinger to fall for
Samuel Huntington's racistand self-
prophetic theory of “Clash of Civilisa-
tions”. Americans don’t seem to realise
chat for nearly four-ffths of humanity, they
stand for all thats evl in this world—
racism, hypocrisy,inequaliy, wasteful
consumerism, immorality, war, destruc-

Yorkand Washi peopl

tion, decad: d death. United States

everywheeinto that sate of speechlessness
where sy belorc complnghc

of America, along with its satellites like
Britain and Isracl, are considered universal

journey from the .
theworld, morcpcopkgnncdatthelo\mf
thousands o innocent lve. Had the pin-
doctorsof President George W Bush
understood theenormity ofshockand horror
among people notjustin America, buc
woldwide, chey would'thave poisoned the
universalanguish with theirrants ofwar.
Pearl Harbour, to which parallelsare
being drawn, was indeed an act of war. The
Japanese flew with their lags, and Ameri-
cans knew who their cnemics were. But the
planes that crashed into the twin towers of
World Trade Centre in New York and the

Pentagon n Washingon, vere vilian
"

injustice.
they have declared rogue states eciprocate
by calling them pariahs.

‘The carnage of September 11 is not
evenan act of terrorin the usual sense of
the term. As terrorism, it was an utter
failure because i created revulsion, not
fear, in the minds of people worldwide.
Butwarmongersin Washington, London
and Jerusalem e trivialising the impact of
this human catastrophe by reducing their
responses to the level of self-rightcous
anger. They don'tscem to realse that
jibadis sacrifice themselves on the promise
of aheaven that can come only afier

innocentp
board. To calltheseattacks an act of war
was tanamount o declring their unforu-
nate victims “colateral damage™—an
antiscptic cuphemism of pure callousness
coined by Americans themselves during the
Gulf Warand the name ofa moviestarring
Austian bodybuilder Arnold
Schwarzencgger which postponed its
premier this week because of the crisi.

Even the worst wars have terms of
Theyh:

apocalypse. Annihilation ofan unjust

shame,refined manners, purity, modesty,
frugality, mardial spiric, honourand
affection”. It isimpossible to ke a moral
high ground against those who willingly
climinate themselvesfor their faich.

Faith is an abstraction, and waging war
onan unidentifible cnemy isas doomed to
failure. Thatis why George W's declaration
“Weareatwar” resounds with false
bravado. The boast that “we will smoke
them out of their holes, we will get them
running, and we will bring them to justice”
is what Americans want to hear.

Let's face it itis not the time o call for
avar. Itis time for introspection, an
occasion to engage with the world. By s
withdrawal from the Kyoto protocol, by its
unwillingnessto enter into missile control
regime, by it refsal o ban land mines—in
short, by the sheer arrogance ofits power in
the name of unilateralism, Americans have
alienated asignificant section of the world
populacion. The United States hasa big
hammer, butit cannot make Islim a ail.
Waging wais not the solution of an ssue
as complex asorchodoxy and revolution.
Callfor vengeance may sound cathartic but
the strong end up adding the fuel of revenge
into the fire of rage that burns nside the
weak.

1d order—noless—is the purpor
those who opt for self-extinction. The
jihadis behind the Black Tuesday were ike
ke (‘dninevind” in Japanese)
warriors in Bushido tradition, an ancient
philosophy and warrior ethic based on
non-attachment principles of Zen
Buddhism.

ABushido warriori said to have
achieved issprtual psk whenhe s
ly decached, frec and fluid,

howsoever abhorrent—for which victory is
sought. Butthe only purpose of Black
Tuesday appears to have been destruction
forits own sake, driven by ablinding rag.
Novictors emerged outof these fires of

adaptableand relaxed, totally focused,
ready to dic, and a master of hiscraf.
Physically, “he empries himselfand
becomesaweapon” for the cause of his
“loyalry, slfsacifice,justice,a sense of

E isnotapp On
the contrary, by the knec-jerk threats
against Osama bin Laden and Taliban in
starvation-hit Afghanistan, the United
States will confer a measure of respect-
ability on them that they do not deserve.
We don’t need another war a the
beginning of a new century. Afterall, we
are supposed to be getting civilised by
cconomic liberalisation and globalisation.
‘The myth of American invincibility
lies shattered in the rubble of once-
mighty buildings. America has lost the
innocence of ts isolation. Reality is cven
more painful than sadness, and redemp-
tion licsin forbearance, not vengeance. [

COMMENT

The second life of Chairman Ni;w(;a

hairman Mao died twenty five years

ago this month, Or did he? His

nameis still cvoked with reverence
i such revolutionary backwaters s Peru
and Nepal. In China he has becomea pop
icon toa young urban clite with no
memoriesofhim.

god-like stature. A vengeful god, who comes
to purge the world of orruption, cannot
take half-measures. Like a giant storm, he
must age, and the destruction and death
leftin the wake of his wrath isa estimony
o the Great Leader's superhuman powers.
Mao followed other awesome gods into the

Mao's legacy re point o
the current Party leadership, who have
betrayed almost evrything the Chairman
once espoused. At the same time, however,
Mao has becomea folk deity. His image,
often encased in gold, dangles from the
reacsiewmirtorsof many Chincse wis

Chinese pantheon. Like the God of War,
his power to unleash violenceis seen by
someasa necessary force to keep demons
atbay.

‘The fascination for great, destructive
leaders is nota uniquely Chinese phenom-

enon. Nenher is the affinity of rural folk o

especallyin his native p fHunan.
nthe village of Shaoshan, where Mao was
born, amulets bearing his face are sold
alongside amulets with Buddbist or Taoist
images, each offering the promisc of
prosperity and good health.

Even Chinese less prone to eligious
superstition and aware of Mao's murderous
deedsacknowledge his greatness. Mao, they
say, was weida—a great leader. To be weida
is to transcend good and evl. For the Great
Leader is like a god, whose wrath is as
terrifying as his goodness is bountiful.
Non-Chinese are often surprised and not
alitdle outraged to find out that Hitler
stillinspires a type of fascinated awe in
places such as Taiwan. Hitle, like Mao,
was weida.

Thesclcofvioencewleahed o
by Mao, arfrom diminish-
inghim, adds o his

deify powerful men. Itistruc, perhaps, that
people n polytheistic socieies create new
gods from sccular clay more casly than
those who worship one god. In cast Asia,
anything—a great leader, a mountain, even
arock—an be imbued with asacred spiric.
Oneirony of modern Chinese history s that
despiteattempts by the Chinese Commu-
nist Party to stamp out supersitious
practices with “scientific socialism,” their
cult of Mao only helped to perpetu-
ate them,

Thereis, however,a
deeper problem
underlying

the Maoist cult, posthumous and during his
lifetime. Itis ooted in the historical lack of
separation in China between church and
state. Emperors in pre-modern China
were intermediaries between Heaven and
Earth, not unlike popes or high priests of
astate religion.

‘The Chinese sate, like ancient sates in
the western world, was based on a cosmic
notion. Harmony would persistin the
world only if the rulers were virtuous, did
their ceremonal priestly duics, and kept
Earth in harmony with Heaven. Corruption
and immoral practices in government would
inichc wrachof Heen and it o

ds. I

“This means thatany political evolution
isamoral, or even quasi-rligious revolu-
tion. Itis notonly insticutions which must
be putrigh; orderin the cosmos must be
restored by purging the world of moral
corruption. Historians of new dynasties
must rewrite history to extol the virtue of
the new rulers, while painting the ancient
regimeas beyond redemption.

T this respect, though by no means n
all respects, Mao’s evolution was no
different from past upheavals. Like many
peasant messiahs in ancientand not-so-
ancient China, Mao setout to !

justified their emperors'right to ule in the
past. Mao had not been elected. He had
wrested Heaven's mandate from the wicked
old order by sheer force of virtue.
Itisinteresting to contemplate how this
virtue might once again play tsclfoutif
China ever gives rise to another great
political upheaval. Thevicious circle of
violent rebellions,folowed by periods of
autocratic order, s likely to continue as
longas China s ruled by Great Leaders,
with claims to moral and philosophical
recitude, instead of laws and democratic
instituti roic authority—such as

inthecosmosby destoing he cormuprold

Mao 's—is naturally beyond the checks of
or criticism. For

rulewould fallinto more virtuous hands. I
was the role of Confucian mandarins 1o
proecthe Mandateof Heaven
and sec ot that rulers

remained virtuous.

o
o o8

g glorious, new one

. thatwas virtuous and pure.

“Thisis what Mao’s scribes
‘would have us believe,
justas courc historians

how can al\ybody bea loyal critic of
perfect virtue?

When the source of truch is also the
source of power, as it was to some extent in
imperial China, and t0a greater extent in
Mao’s China, there can be no loy
opposition, for that would defy the system’s
logic. Indeed, China’s Leninist policical
structure handed down from Stalin in the
1950s and stilllargely intact, continues to
militate against open political dialogue.

Aslong s this s so, Mao lives on. As
longas the Chinese are not ruled by their
chosen representatives, but by supposedly
virtuous men blessed by Heaven, and as
longas the state is not seen asa set of
institutions, but asa cosmic order which is
also the guardian of morality and ethics,
Mao willlive forever. That is to say, there

‘will be another Mao, and another, and
another. 0 (Project Syndicare)
Ian Buruma is the author of Bad
‘Elements: Chinese Rebels From Los
Angeles to Beij
in November.

DILLIRAMAN REGMI CAMUS

Ram Limbu (Letters, #59) says
CK Lal ignores what Camus once
said about Sartre being a revolu-
tionary in the bistros of Paris.

CK Lalin “Greatness and
goodness” (#59) attempts to put
BP Koirala on a pedestal. He
could have done so without

bringing Dr Dilli Raman Regmiinto | Sartre never claimed to be a hard work ethics very highly. The revenge and retaliation, | too felt Americans. | am an American.
the picture. However, he hadto | revolutionary. Or was that Limbu's | last thing we need is educated them and continue to feel them. I have had the finest educa-
compare the two with the sole point? people like Mr Bhusal exhorting Terrorism didn't spring-up over- tion in the world. Itis not lack
intention of denigrating and Jovan llic | empathy for the corrupt when what | night and it will not go away with a | of education of Americans or
belittling Dr Regmi, so that BP Hetauda | theyneed is punishment. one-time strike as you say in our media not making us
appears greater. Does lowering Umesh Rai | “Kamikaze” (#60). Countering aware of the world outside
the stature of one person (CORRUPTION Lagankhel | terrorism will take awareness and | our borders.

enhance the stature of another? | Puskar Bhusal's commentary on education of societies, religions, Magie Namjou

He talks about Dr Regmi
sitting on a mysterious throne-like
chair, and he drank tea in a silver
cup. Why does he not talk about

corruption (‘Corruption index", #60)
is puzzling. Why does he ask us to
empathise with the motives of the
corrupt? The majority of Nepalis

have continued to vote for the same
corrupt individuals. Let's face it: we
do not hold honesty, efficiency and

11 SEPTEMBER

As aNepaliliving inthe US, |
mourn for the many innocent lives
lost in the barbaric acts of

need to do our part.

terrorism on 11 September. While |
totally understand the immediate
feelings towards the want for

histories, and peoples, and we all

New Jersey, USA

| take offense at your
comment (‘Kamikaze", #59)
that the personal threat to
Asians is due to the ‘insular
media and education” of

BIRATNAGAR AGAIN
Finally, the media and the
government seem to see the.

Raj Lohani

by email

urgency of reporting Maoist
atrocities all over the
country. Nothing happens in
this country when the
“enemy” is hurting someone
else. Once Kathmandu was
threatened, the government
banned the 21 September
rally. Now, the Maoists
want the rally in Biratnagar
on 21 September. Why do
we have to suffer for
pampered Kathmandu?
Don’t make Biratnagar the
victim again

Sharada Karki,

Biratnagar

DrRegmi' to Nepali
history which he spent a major
part of his life unraveling? Dr
Regmi was not only senior to BP
inage, but he started his political
peregrination much earlier. CK Lal
purposefully leaves out those
facts which bring about my late
father's greatness. All papers
wrote fitting tributes after he
died. Your paper failed to do so,
and | won't be surprised if this
letter is not published. It never-
theless hurts and angers those
who love him to read
such nonsense.
Avantika
Regmi
USA
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asked my facher. He pretended not
wohear
The reactionis notsurprising,

looseningits gip onits youth.
“Theproblem, s thereareno
social rules yetabout how to deal with

Sex and the

More Nepalis are having sex—younger, before and
even outside marriage. When will our society develop
codes of conduct suited to this new reality?

watchadultchannelslongafeer their
parents have gone to bed. Boysworry
sbourexperence” andgikwaneto

socialcducation kind, Butit did
ake certain things clear. Students
arc ager to know, Thete should be
sexducation classes which fulfl

that curiousity.”

sexare comforcablewith their
sexualit. Thosewho thinkir's taboo
anddon'talkabouttarcalso
comforable. Itisthose caughtin
by vhoareconfscd.”

sion s reflected in the

inaloingrionsipsbeoe
getting ‘married. Bur

Nepalimediawhich sndsout mised

areaimed at raising

“Thisisasociety which thinksicis suchyoung people. “Peopleare iful Andgissay
distespectful, even vulgar, to tlk forubleabout teirsexualiy theyfee pariculary vulncrable to
aboutses, especially o lders. within setnorms,” d dsigma of double standard
barrassed eachers s ¢ | Bhadm, directorof ! andworry thatthey do not cven have
subjctinschooland Sunitaandher | Helth Division ofthe BP Memorial | e afety netoflegalabordons.
peerswouldn'tdream ofaskingtheir | Health Foundation. “Some fecl Sofa wharlesexeduction
parentsaboucser. educationisal I pleasure, i hoolsisn'cadequate.
Inscad sheand hriends they don'inkof heence BI\adm.md hiscollagusvere aken
boo .\,al\d ality, love, relation- aback] random
-v Id g theirhands Andvhen | sy highschooland
on. “Ofcourse, itwasn'talways the discomfo llegestudentsin Kathmanduand
tightkind of material,you know th dfiankabout | Pokhararecendy. Morethan 11

percent of students said they had
had sex, much more than they
expected. Theaverageage of first
sexual intercourse was found to be
15.5 years. The gender difference
was noticeable, with 30 percent of
college-going men and only 2.3 of
college women reporting that they

thatbyand large, N ndupengender- | have had sexual contact. Knowledge
d ethni d dol about STDs and AIDS was
youngwomanwhoh leof ) bewildering | relacively high, but the use of
boyfriend: The heyaelicedwith. | condoms, ow:
I I hedand year-old boy whoisjust Tnasociet isrganded
) Jaxed i the hissexualityfindsichard | astaboo, the resl
d b It made us reahse rhsr we're way
Summthmnbelungsmdm STDsand HIV that ied behind in add adolescent
\ounz couplesor truckers, vagueon | need fori They know
toarapidlyct ban lifesty hether other sexuall e | howto put themselvesat risk—

that often contradicts the social,
Land relioious values ¢

arcatriskfor STDs.
uikord LD

there’s STDs, HIV/AIDS, early

parentsteach them. Unlike her

theficofprosu, speidyin

Butthey don’t seem to
know how to extricate or protect

“Thefindingsshould pehaps not

AIDS. Asastud ita (not day
\

herreal
her real name)
hehad

iven ﬂvcrcsults of

nowiedgeand speincevith i
p

.« v ... | soonsherealised theqy in them additional | d. modm:genﬂauon, 'hen women urban themselves,” says Bhadra.
i ayoungsingle | cames Today, Suniaisadptar Butithastaken time for herto d dwereforced to dulesto datc, be “cool,"and
! ftos quer exually- herinhibiti fi dulthood inimage. Andso t
ked heraboutwet ddiscases (STD), Al lingaboutsosthebody and ina e menandwomen e young Nepl forced tolead | thefirstsurveyon N
uggle ok rratic sex dri *wetdmms She Asaresult, adoublelife, (Lummgmhzvc

conducted three yearsago amongan
olderage group. Thesuney

stnight fice when they asked fheror | nolongerblud

medicine o treat the discase’. I b
“Initaly, | houghtchey were | instead explainingtothem the

raggingme,”saysthe 23-year-old. But | changesin theirbodies,and giving

friends, bu|

lsaski thereisanew group ofpeople—
what llyyoungworking people—

di ional

Loth

heard on television, meant, “I'd never
heard the Nepali erm for sex, so |

isexploringh
options thrown up by a society thatis

nothingin froncofp
authority figures, They say up late o

d by Himal Khabarpa
showed tha 29 percent o

respondents had premaritalsexand 10

HERE AND THERE

through the ranks of global citizens everywhere. The terrorist

attacks on America have left few people untouched. The range of
feeling and opinion is truly remarkable—a testament to pluralism and
democratic values on the one hand, to the deeply damaging feelings of
exclusion and hatred on the other.

Some reactions are predictable. A Bengali friend from Boston ¢
mails with a tale of being harassed on the strcets of her neighbourhood,
being told that “her people” were terrorists, killers, not welcome
anymore in the United States. Her denial of any connection with the
hijack suspects, their countries, their faich, their fanaticism, fall on ears
made deaf by years of venomous right-wing talk radio. Another col-
league sends anguished essz 7 do they hate us™? I mail back
that 'm not sure who “they” are, that hate, envy, alienation, fervour
and poverty are poisons that none of us are immune to. I also add, as
every one feels they must at this time, that P'm not finding excuses for a
vile and viscous act of mass murder.

In Delhi for the hortendous events of 11 September, I heard Indian
commentators and colleagues say that their position on Pakistan,
Kashmir and Islamic radicalism now stands vindicated, that America
should have been listening to India’s entreaties. I also watch and repore
on India’s attempt to attract the attention of its new friends in Wash-
ington, and the subsequent dismay when CNN, BBC and others report
that Pakistan is the key in any anti-terror coalition. A call across
South Asia’s most hosile border confirms that General MusharafFis
indeed in deep, deep trouble, caught between the rock of his country
long-standing use of militant Islam as a force multiplier in the Kahsmir

Thm is, at the moment, a great surge of emotion sweeping

America must keep alive the innate
decency and spirit that made it a beacon
for the world’s huddled masses.

conflict,and the hard
place of American wrath.
Daily, my views vary
on wharwent on that
horrid day of infamy.
Reports of cynical Isracli
military acevity in the
Gaza serip and Ramallah
fuel discussion about the
Middle Eastasa
cauldron of hate,
America’s partisan
policies in the region
coming home to roost,
asit were. Then a New
York Fire Deparment
chaplain is buried, an
American friend sends
clippings from the
Washington Postand
New York Times calling

by DANIEL LAK

for tolerance, understanding, unity and a searching of souls for the
causes of violence. The America that was attacked is not just the
pillar of Istacl and the sometimes blundering giant who can seem

callous, even evil on occasion. Itis the most cosmopolitan, tolerant,
human society on the face of the planet. The terrorists killed people
from at least 35 countries, Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Sikhs and
others, women, men, children, the broadminded and bigoted, rich,
poor and middle class. This was, as Bush, Blair and others arc
asserting, an attack on democracy and human values.
ow we are at war, and there’s no choice about the side you're

on. The enemy is not Islamic, or Protestant or Semitic or capitalist.
“The foc in the other bunker s hate, intolerance, violence. Goo
people have to back the Americans on this one, at least up to a
point. And they have to fight hard for the preservation of those
values that the terrorists are testing so severely, What the grim men
at the controls of the hijacked aircraft want is an America where
mosques burn, where the innocent run from frenzied mobs with
torches and hateful slogans ring out. They want New Yorkers ripping
cach other apart, they want what the hate mongers of talk radio
want—an end to America’s undeniable virtues.

Sowhat I'm backing in the coming days and months i that spiric
that made the United States a beacon for the worlds huddle
masses. The cruise missiles, the commandos, the bellicose thetoric, it
willall pass. An avenged America must then renew the innate
decency and energy that the terrorists wanted to ake from them.
“The fate of global citizenry lics in the balance.

LiRaN PANDEY

percent had extra mariclaffis.
Roughly 60 percent malesand 34
percent fermale said they considered
themselves “lberal” boutsex. Given
all this, i stands to reason that

leare also becom I

Reasons for marriage

ATHUANDU VALLEY SEX BEHAVIOUR SURVEY, HINAL KHABARPATRIKA, 1999
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Dying to work abroad

Earlier this year shocked Nepalis learnt that on average 12 of their

compatriots employed in Persian Gulf countries die every month. But

the number can be higher than that—only nurgnvemmem is not

g . The Nepali-language daily, Nepal
18 Sep(ember reported that 12 Nepali workers, had died last week,
four in Qatar and eight in Saudi Arabia.
The customs department of T

Tribhuvan International Airport

confirmed the arrival of four e -\n.' on
1 L '!1

Gulf. But Madhavji Shrestha, chief

of the West Asia and Africa Desk i

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

general of the Department of

Labour, say they are unaware of

the deaths and the arrival of the

coffins earlier this week from the
and Lalit Bahadur Thapa, director 5 -
bodies. Shrestha said he was on

leave for two weeks, while Thapa -
made the excuse that Ministry of -
Foreign Affairs was “not coordi-

nating” with his department. -

“The government is not serious about these deaths,” said
Deepak Rijal, the Samacharpatra reporter who broke the story.

Official data shows that about 100,000 Nepalis are working in
menial jobs in Gulf countries at any given time. But unofficial esti-
mates put the number at four times that. Nepali employment agencies
are known to trick workers into accepting informal labour status to

outcontmceptives tounmarried and
marted youth, says Bhada. The
projectisalso creatingself-asessment
tools for dlinics tosec how effcive
theirservicesare. The division
providescontracepives, butalso

free themselves from any once the workers reach
these countries.

A government study tour last year to Gulf countries led by former
labour secretary Damaru Ballav Bhattarai found that Nepali workers
are under tremendous physical and mental stress due to a number of
factors, including mistreatment, the fear of losing family property
mortgaged to pay for a placement, and an almost complete lack of

foolproofway to stay in the clear,and
the only behaviour that fits Nepals
dominantsocial mores.
Bhadrabelievesthat while direct
measuresare vital, communication is
equallyimportant. The division he
headsalo runsa counseling

need o talk i but

hotlin from

arebound by social conditioning, Says
Mahesh Dev Bhattarai, diectorof he
Generl Welfe Pratshihan,an

waumatised victims of rapeand
abuse, individuals who want to talk
aboutimproving their sex fe, and

truck driversand commercial sex
workersaboutsestally-transmiteed
diseases:“Iis easieralking o people

who youdontknow aboutsex, but

“Onadecperleve, sex governs
society,”says Bhadra. ‘It needs tobe
lked about. Inacivilised manner,

It's nota western, American or

dlose toyou.” But Bhattarai hasfound
avay todojust tha. He giveshis
youngdaughterand son sex education

Heshouldknow, Herunsan
agony columnina popularweekly,
Kantipur Sopiahik. “When I started

active ata younger age—when their
peer group cannot give them advice
and their parents and reachers
would rather not know.

migrantworkers. Apartfromcovering | and informaton materal o proofiad. | the column, the questions were very
technicalaspects of STDs the e damental. Now they'vebecome

curiculum willfocusonsexand Jedisbetter hnici isicated.
peychosocial il aimed at changing I through theirself-esteem and sexuali

e, howtosay no, howto Jephonchhodlines, EM phoneinsor | Previouslyswe received medical

behaveatpicni her Jei manyof | questions, butnow they

disinguish becween diffrent kindsof | these need to be talored especiallyfor | dovwith refationships, and sexal General

touches, how to de|avsexua]
intercourse, and wh hat the best way i

wornen, Last year, the BP Memorial
Health Foundation’s Reproductive
Health Divisionstarted youth-fi

with their families back home. On top of that they
have to work under the sun in temperatures that soar to 46 degrees
this time of year.

Qatar is currently identified as one of the safest Gulf countries
for Nepalis to work in, and talks have been underway since 1998
between the two governments to formalise this relationship through
alabour agreement.

. .

Swiss aid
Swiss Foreign Minister Joseph Deiss is coming to South Asia on a
three-state visit to Nepal, Bhutan and India. Swiss sources say the
planned visit confirms a continuation of aid for Nepal in the coming
year. Switzerland has listed Nepal as a “priority” country, meaning
Nepal is eligible to get just over $18.5 million a year, which would be
anincrease of around $6 million on what Nepal presently gets.

Deiss will talk firmly about some things, though—he is said to
want the Bhutanese refugee issue resolved soon, and also be
happy to help speed up negotiations if both Nepal and Bhutan agree
to seek third party help. And, if the Nepali government agrees, Deiss
is said to be planning a visit to the refugee camps when he is here in
November.

Indian intelligence

KP Singh, India’s Intelligence Bureau (IB) chne{ sand Iastweek in a
potentially controversial disclosure that relations between Nepal and
India were under threat due to new relations between Maoists in the
two countries. Singh also claimed at an annual meeting of Director

plesure Readeshave become more

mature” " And, adds the doctor,

hadraand h i s dy Jar myth: “Icisn’t

onacuriclum o provideses leum “Whatistheuseof servicesin linics. The program onlymiddie-aged men whowrie.”

e eductorsin g doesn/'tstress knowledge, but Many queri youny
hoolsandal hergroup hen youcan'escehow | atitudes, and focuseson helping peopleand olderwomen. I
Jolescentsincludingfactory,and | they work socally,” asks Bhadra. unmarred youths. “There’sa
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f Police and top officials from the Indian IB and paramilitary
forces that Left groups in the Indian states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal and Orissa have recently started acquiring more
sophisticated weapons. Home Minister LK Advani, who was also at
the meeting said that not everything was okay with India’s law
enforcing agencies, especially in terms of credibility and trust.
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by PUSKAR BHUS/

Remember Lauda?

Lauda Air lefj) and Royal Nepal (right)

RNAC’s cancellation of aircraft leases requires
the most urgent attention. Or we need to find

alternative sources of political funding

e national fxation with
finding hebesevay offoscring

cconomics, buritis bad politics. Our

notbeabad dme obe thinkingabout

leaders, v foadhereto | waysoffinding
peaceand he pluralisi fehe US politcal funding,
should not beallowed to obscure what | constitution without $25,000-a-plate “The process can begin from the

could becomethe principal theat to
our multiparcy polity. RNAC lighe
odisenchantment hasovercomea

major pockecof p

dinners, found in aircraft leases a
lucrative source offunding, That's
why ey gnord the ks of

primeminisersofficalesidence

illustrated with case studis on how
once-ruthlessvorariesof parylessness
can manage to win vores in muldpary
clections.

Asanincentive, parament could
pass legislation exempting paries from
disclosure ules on such income. In
order toavoid charges of discrimina-
tion, the statc could setup a national
find to finance thesmalle poliical
groups. The fund could rase money
by,among other things, imposinga
mandatory democracy surcharge at the
airporcand border points on ll vistors
enteringonavalid visa or ID.

From the private sector, tour
operators could launch special packages
foradventureseckers,suchasa 30-
minute car rideacross town during
bandhs. Points could beawarded for
the number of projectles dodged, with
occupantsofthe least damaged car
getting vouchers fora Machhapuchre
expedition redeemable within the
first month afier the mountain is
opencd to climbing, A portion of
tourism revenues could be appor-
tioned to political parties in inverse
proportion to their role i instigating
hotel strikes.

In terms of external resource

 Baluwatar
rend outfor Rs 25,0002 mghr w©

d proximity to

Public Accounts

as they could.

pmver.Thm\v|nawupleufrho\|>and
moreand you can even join the head
of governmencfor his working

should be encouraged to become
more gencrous i the cause of saving
democracy. Since theyalready
influence our politc through the
tiniestof micro-credicprojects, they

afterthe Nepali Congres and the Invesigaion of Abuscof Authoriy
UMLL d thei i
collareach other for beingneckedeep | Committeeand theolfactory alertess
in corruption. By returning the Lauda | ofnosy I

and China Southwestaircratand

regionalising its operationsamid the
hea, RNAC mayfinaly have begun to

Ultimately,the kind of headlines
Lauda Air made in Nepal was enough
tochaseairagentsaway. The politcal

assertth has
enjoyed on paper.

Odinarily, his would have been
causefor comfor, Irespectiveof he
partyin povwer, the nationalflag carrier

fallour? An fmoney

of the day. The Nepali Congress could
doacoupleof hings, suchas
organising camps for siser parties
around theworld leof

carcfllylogged ofying hoursand

uniting fordemocrcy, ﬁghnng fur its

pegged otheda
ratehas driedup. To besure,che
“people’swar” has raised the prospect

spoilsand
vergeofasplicbefore e- ad]usnng
incanl pover cquatons TheNC

mightas well becom
directly funding political parces.
“The Bretton Woods instiutions, for
instance, could design a basket fund
thac would support parics by
calculating the percentage of popular
vores they received in the last lection
ith their voring record on
legislacion faciltating structural

ofanother
hrouch

adjustment

averyincomingcabinet. Contrary to - | permanenteshibion I lectoral laws should be
conventional wisdom, poliical ers. With the M d ih pary onfiom filedarmed | amended heflow of direct
intrerencein RNAC didnocbegin | govermmentngagd na e disobed furcignpo|i(im\\n\*eumen(,This
with Girija Prasad Koirala's first 102 Iseven dur hesemipeaceful | way, d agenci
government.Ies just that the theirtu i be ! ion th cvenmally andconwm\lmscnuldpmnde

restoration oforganised poliics made
icdifficule foragents of omission and

expected 0 pourinin copious

quaniis. Hoveve,youdohacto

The UML oould join hands: w1d1

commission

from public

factorinh peace alks

ucceeding, or, at least, th li

uum cor

RNAC decidon o pulloutof
the European sector may be good

ofbelligerents becoming tired of
shootingat ach other. So this might

Le Café des Trekfers

* Pour passer un moment agriable
Fitjoy A plaatsant maveent

* Gramd Choix de cocktails ot ving
Aviieied election of fine wines
and enchtsile

5 h[smashedNepalsprolemna[ into
ith pictorial

campaign pledges conform to their
respective philosophics,
Fora nation too rich to qualify

for the Highly Indebred Poor

essayson Puspa Lals taibblazing
contributons o the construction of
Prachanda'spath.

“The Rastiya Prajatantra Party
could offe daylong seminarson the
“Theory of Perpetual Poliical Fusion
and Fission. Scssions could be

tries initiative but 100 poor 0
aeo.dﬁequemkcuam_gmmj
mid-term, local and intra-party—the
sk of plugging the funding gap
created by RNAC's cancellaton of
aircraft leases equires the same
urgency as that of acquiring World
Trade Organisation membership. 0

NOTICE FOR

TRAVEL TRADE WRITERS

= Chisine frameaise of lacale
Ereach i Tibebnn Cuisine

+ A partir de debut sctabre:
Créperic on terrasse,
From begining of vctober: suap sop cogperie
Le Gafe des T'rekkers

TR o
0 895 2210

This is to bring to all the travel trade writers’
Nofice that Nepal Taurism Board is in the
process of compiling the latest list of writers
specidglized in travel trade. Therefore, all
' the writers of profound experience
parficularly in writing brochures, booklets,
specialized beoks on Trekking, Culture,
Malure, Adveniure slc, are requested 1o
furnish their latest CV with contact address
within 15 days on the following address:

PR & Publicity
Nepal Tourism Board
Phone : 266909
Bhrikutimandap

G. P, 0. Box 11018

Or, E-mail in

bshah @nib.wlink.com.np

VILLAGE VOICE by KABINDRA PRADHAN

The %overnment’s
gteat land grab

By trying to outdo the Maoists, the
Congress is showing the same tendency
to wreck something that works rather
than fix something that doesn’t.

eeceececccccescccsccccce

As alandowner, it would be natural for me to be horrified at the
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cecce

prospect of losing property to cover up the government's failure

to reduce poverty. But my outrage goes beyond just loss of land
| am horrified that the political parties that have opposed the edicts
(RPP Sadbhavana) are trying to outdo the others by asking for a cap on
cash.

Did the head of a democratically-elected government consult his.
cabinet or senior party members, or even a legal adviser before taking
such a major step? Did he feel the need to make sure that the edict fell
within the greater social agreement called the Constitution?

Most societies move forward economically by creating new wealth.
Here it is forcible redistribution on a scale that needs to be so large that
it will open a gaping wound in the economy. Just look at the math: if
half the population below the poverty line is to benefit, the land they
own must sustain at least their food requirement. This is about one
bigha (0.67 ha) in the tarai with at least some of it irrigated in the dry
season. If there are two million families below the poverty line then the
government needs one million bigha to be given to the poor.

Having land is of course not enough, the farmers will need inputs,
equipment and irrigation. How is all this going to be funded: with bank
loans? The government certainly doesn't have the money. So there has
to be another round of property grabbing—this time of liquid assets.

Most Nepalis with meagre property are already spooked. They are
withdrawing cash and investing in gold. Even if the government takes.
the money that the banks have not been able to invest (about Rs 45
billion) they will have enough to actually give every poor family a lump
sum of Rs 20,000 to get started.
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The poor would of course make better use of this money than the
banks ever did. Taking idle money from banks and putting it to use in
uplifting the poor is every bit as noble as taking land from those who
have more than the optimum holding. After all, excess liquidity in the
bank means that the money is idle: as idle as a field staying unculti-
vated. There will always be poorer people who can make more produc-
tive use of any asset that a richer person. But is this reason enough to
redistribute assets in a society? The prime minister, in his new radical
avatar, and the communist parties say yes. This is land-grabbing.

And just how rich are the new landowners going to be? Five katha.
(0.1 ha) of land that the Congress Party is willing to give to the poor will
yield 1,000 kg of grain in one year provided the land is irrigated. For an
‘average family this will mean an income of up to Rs 10,000 a year. And
forget vegetables—the market is so small that even a small increase in
supply causes prices to tumble below cost of production. The UML's
ceiling of 4.5 bigha (3 ha) with irrigation will yield about Rs 180,000 a
year. This translates to Rs 500 a day: even less than the daily tumover
of my neighbourhood paan shop.

Meanwhile, zamindars whose property has been taken away will
henceforth have no incentive to invest in land levelling, irrigation, or
augmenting soil fertility. After all, land grabbing will need so much
money to implement, will redistribute poverty and this will entail even
more land grabbing in future by succeeding government who will need
to be even more ‘revolutionary’ to stay in power. The farmers will be
wiser to sell off the remaining land and invest the money in a bank
across the border in India.

The government's agenda appears to be set by the Maoists. The
Congress wants to be more communist than the communists and
probably wishes to take the wind out of their sails. It may work, but at the
end there may be nothing left to govern. By being like the Maoists, the
Congress is showing the same tendency to wreck something that works
rather than fix something that doesn't. The Maoists have done the same
by threatening private schools: it is too much of an effort to reform and
rebuild under-achieving government schools, so their answer is to close
better private schools. The government fails to provide quality educa-
tion to all, so does that mean no parents can or should work to provide
better education for their children?

This country's ruling elite has messed up the country. So, one way is
1o junk the whole lot and start afresh like the Maoists want to do. The
other is to have new rules to govern the behaviour of those who govern
to make them more accountable. And we all need to be politically more
active to keep check on politicians. Politics is too important to leave
just to politicians. 0

(Kabindra Pradhan works on his farm near Butwal.)

Peace Corps veterans return to Nepal

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

n October 1960 when
0 American president John F

Kennedy ata speech at the
University of Michigan challenged
young Americans to “go into the
hutsand villages of halfthe globe”
and help people “break the bonds
of mass miscry,” few besides
Kennedy himsclfmight have
forescen the global force it would
turn o bein the comingyears.

Kennedy did not live long
enough to see his brainchild
become one of the most promi-
nentvoluntary efforts in the
world. Today, the Peace Corpsis
still one of the most sought after
volunteer programs in America.
These young (and sometimes not
50 young) Americans bring health,
education, and specialised skills
to developing countries and in
turn, benefit from the first-hand
experience of lifein the Third
World. Many ex-volunteers like
0 say the friendship and under-
standing is of greater value than
their actual contribution in the
ficld.

Nepal was one of the first
countries to have Peace Corps
volunteers. Sixty-eight of them
arrived in Kathmandu in Septem-
ber 1962. They had come to an
exotic and idyllic but desperately
poor land. Some stayed in
Kathmandu teachingin schools
and colleges and eraining teach-

Nick Langton (left) with a friend—late

Dana Chan in Baglung in 1997 aficr spraining her ankle

ers, while others were sent to
Pokhara, Kalaiya in the tarai and
even s far cast as Dhankuta to
help out with agriculrural
extension, teach in schools or
help in health posts. These werea
mix of teenagers fresh out of high
school looking for adventure in

Shangri La, coll

the flowers were blooming,
everyone was wearing daura
suruwal,” he recalls. Afier spending
aweekin Kathmandu, Don was
assigned to Kuncha, a remote
Gurungyilage in Lamjung, seven
dayswalk from Kathmandu. He
spent the next twoyears there living
‘witha Nepalifmily, helping th

determined to “save the world” and
still others who had already gone
much further n lfe. What many
did not expect was that the Nepal
experience would change their lives
aswell. Ofall the countries the
Peace Corpssends volunteers to,
Nepal has been that one the most
ex-volunteers have feltbonded
enough to, o come back.

Peace Cotps Nepali “alumni”
have frequent get-togethers and
many keep in touch by email. “It
is Nepal that draws us together,
Nepal did a lot for us. It showed
usyou didn’t need two cars in the
garage to be considered successful
inlife,” says Mac Odell, who
came to Nepal in the first batch
in 1962, and has since returned to
Nepal to work with an interna-
tional shelter charity.

Don Messerschmidt was in
the second group of 36 volunteers
that arrived in Nepal in the spring
0f1963. Don remembers landing
in the DC-3 in the grazing
pastures of Gauchar (present day
Tribhuvan International Airport).
“There was grass everywhere and

1970’

“Panchayat Development Offic”in

back,” and today he is the
director of the United States
Educational Foundation for
Nepal. Both Mike and his wife
Barbara Butterworth, dircctor of
the Lincoln School and a former
volunteer herselfin Bancpa, live
in Nepal with their children.
Nick Langton, presently
county direcor of the Asia

, came as a volunteer

teaching English at the village school.

When the smallpox epidemic
struck Nepal in 1964, Don with
another volunteer Bruce
Morrison vaccinated some 25,000
children. But more than the work
he did in Kuncha, Don values the
friendship that developed
berween him and the villagers.
“Neighbours in America don’t
even have time to say hello to
cach other and here T wasliving
and working with people who
hadn'teven heard of my country
and yetshowed genuine concern
and appreciation for me,” says Don.
Hisattachmentwith Kuncha
eventuallyled Don to write his
doctoral thesis on the Lamjung
Gurungs Todayhevvorksasa

i

in 1977 but it wasn’ his first
time in Nepal. Previously here as
atourist and later as the leader of
astudent group, Nick had by that
time developed a strongattach-
ment to the country and a
fascination for the mountains.
When he enlisted in the Peace
Corpsand came to Nepal, he had
no idea what he was going to be
doing, After undergoing village
training for six weeks in Ruku,
Nick was assigned to  village in
Gorkha where he helped develop
adrinking water supply system that
took two years to complete. More
than the fact that he successfully
alleviated the village’s water
roblems—notenoughand

contaminated water—Nick sces

consultant for
organisations in Nepal.

Many “veterans” have
returned to Nepal to work here.
Mike Gill came to Nepal in the
spring of 1967,  fresh college
graduate. He remembers being
“blown away with surprise and
amazement” when he first landed
here. “We had some idea of what
Nepal was going to be like, but of
course it turned out to be
completely wrong. Nothing had
quite prepared me for this,” he
says. Mike was assigned as a
junior technical assistant with the
Department of Agriculture and
posted to.a Maithili-speaking
village near Janakpur.

Although he never had any
professional training in farming,
his initiative in helping the
farmers understand and work
with the new developmentsin
agiculture created waves in the
local economy. The farmers were
introduced to newly-developed
rice seds that yielded much more
than the tradicional ones. Mike
had “plenty of reasons to come

another mor
“The two years of communal effort
thatii took to bring wateralso
broughthe two divided groups of
Newarsand Brahmins togetherand
that was what really mattered.”

More than 4,000 Peace Corps
volunteers have passed through
Nepalsince 1962. 13 have died
contribucing their services to Nepal.
In tha time, there have been
dramatic changes: the country’s
population has gone from nine
million to 23 million, poverey s seill
ingrained, there re big gaps
between richand poor and thercis
an insurgency in the countryside.
Nepal used to mainly rural, but the
urban population today i growing
ata staggering cight percentand
thereis the new phenomenon of
urban poverty.

“There have also been im-
provements: Nepals lieracy rate
has shot up from 15 percent to 43
percent, infant mortality has
fallen by more than half o 90 per
1,000 live births, more girls are
going to school than ever before
and grassroots democracy is

Young and idealistic American

volunteers are drawn back to a
Nepal that changed their lives.

seecceecc0000000000000000000000000

bringing new awareness to
villagers across the country about
their rights.

"The Peace Corps has re-
sponded with the times, by
changing its own prioritics.
Volunteers now work not just on
education, agriculture, and
i devel but

says. Dana, who could not even
imagine living in a place where
there were no roads, now
believes she can “live with less”.
She helps her Nepali husband
run a restaurant in Thamel.

“The Nepal thatcaly volunteers
experienced and the Nepalthat

' "

also on nursery education, water
and sanitation, community and
women's health and youth

diferent, b David O'Connor, he
presentditector of Peace Corps
Nepal himselfa volunteerin
Karpholain Ilam 1967-69,

pment programs. Nepali
teachers, many of whom have had
litele classroom instruction,
receive in-service training from
volunteers who besides teaching
English, math or science in
primary and secondary schools are
alsoinvolved in community
development. Rural health
volunteersin Nepalofen focus on
maternal health and

oldus: “The bsic challengesare
stll here. Theissuesare differen
butthe demandsare thesame.” One
thinghas changed:the numbers of
volunteersison the decline. In the
1970s there were up to 120 Peace
Corpsvolunteersin Nepalatany
given time, now thereare less than
90. Nepalsill eminsoncafhe

Ivedin
activitiessuch as family planning
counselling, educating expectant
mothers, and taining local health
workers and birch attendants at the
distictlevel. Others work o
improve the sanitary condicionsof
rural and semi-urban communities
byimproving public health
conditions, and provide skill
training to local government
workersand villagers.

Dana Chan, a Chinese
American, came to Nepal in 1997
as part of group 183. After

most olunteers,
andwelook forward o beinghere
formany moreyears,”says
O'Connorwhoditessecurity asone
ofthe presentconcerns.

What also remains is the
spirit of dealism that drives
these young Americans to give
up their comfortable lives and
help those less privileged, and in
the process spiricually enich
their own lives. Be it in the
remote jungles working on bio-
diversity conservation or in
urban settings working on youth

Dana igned to

avillage in Baglung where she
spent the next two years helping
the community teaching health
education especally concentrat-
ing on women’s health. “Women
in rural areas really need the
knowledge, and these are facts
about basic survival. You just

wish you could do more,” she

programs, volun-
eers still show the same
dedication they did when John F
Kennedy starced the Peace
Corps. Says Erin Boyd who
works in eastern Nepal: “I don’t
feclany threathereand fthereis
something, I knowl can gotoany

Nepali family for help.” 0
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+ Any day check-in

your room
serene lamp-lit courtyar

Krishnarpan Restaurant

N awarRx: HOTEL
-4 Kathmerc

Dwarika's Escape

Available for Local Residents until 30 September, 2001
Two for the Price of One!

+ One delicious afternoon tea with a selection of
pastries served in our peaceful garden

+  Make use of our Lumbini Library

+ Special discount on beverages from the Lumbini Bar

+ Enjoy a relaxing 1 hour massage in the privacy of
+ Sip one complimentary pre-dinner cockail in our
+ Dine in historic splendour-a six-course dinner in our

+ Two nights stay in a luxurious double room
+ Fortify yourself with our sustaining breakfasts
Price: Per couple US$155 net Single US$120 net
Children under 12 go free when sharing parent's room
(max 2 children). Children’s meals: US$30 per child

Telephone 01-479-488 for reservations
L: www.dwarikas.com

Email: dwarika@mos.com.np Ul
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Banking on Nepal

NEWS

Three Nepali banks are in Asiaweek's list uflhe mp 500 hanks in |he Asla Pamﬂc The magazme has
Nepal Grindlays Bank (now Standard Chartered Nepal) at 480, Himalayan Bank at 488, and Nepal Arab
Bank (Nabil Bank) at 491. The 1997 South-east Asian economic crisis forced a number of banks to close
and others to merge, making way for 35 new banks in the list, including the three Nepali banks. The
listing, based on the property the banks own, reflects a wide gap in the ladder. The top ten positions are
occupied by Japanese and Chinese banks, with the Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi at the top with over $7,000
billion and the Korean Exchange Bank at 500, with $175 million.

Hotline

Here's some good news for Nepa\l consumevs The Deparlmem of Fuud Technu\ugy and Slandavd
Control has set up an anti-food adulteration hotline. Consumers can dial 262741 if they are concerned
about the quality of food supplies they have purchased, and food inspectors will be at their door. In its
recently published annual report, the food standard control body says most food supplies in the market
are adulterated. As a response, the department promises stern action against suppliers found guilty of
adulterating food. The department will also train consumers to test products on their own and provide
equipment to interested consumer groups at the ward level.

Another bank

Nepal's 15" commercial bank, the Kumari Bank Ltd (KBL), opened formally promises
customers from all segments of the country's economy a wide range of consumer bankmg products and
services through innovative delivery channels, including the Internet. The KBL is banking on its large
capital base, a management team comprising seasoned bankers and versatile banking software to deliver
the goods. Of its authorised capital of Rs 1 billion, the bank has paid up Rs 350 million and planned a Rs
150 million public issue.

Noor Pratap JB Rana, chairman of KBL, said at the opening that at the moment Nepal's economy is not
expanding commensurate with the increased volume of development activities. “A lack of investment
opportunities has reduced individual savings,” he added. “The reluctance of banks to accept interest
deposit has further worsened the situation.”

Nepal has seen a marked increase in the commercial bank ventures since the Nepal Rastra Bank
liberalised the banking sector in the country. The number will increase as the Rastra Bank recently gave a
Letter of Intent to three other banks.

No more waiting g Y«
grab a quick cuppa. Vending machines that enable you to enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee at a touch of a button are now in Kathmandu.
The machines are being installed in educational institutions and
business houses by Rays International, the sole franchisee of
Instant Tea and Coffee Vending Machines of Nestle India Ltd. The

ECONO
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Look forward, hopefully

by ARTHA BEED

For growth, peace is a necessity, not an option.

L astweek'sgory events high demand fordollrs.
nNaw Yorkand Lastweek sinformalsector
Washington have exchange rateof Rs81 10
impacted theworldina the dollarisasign of things
mannereminiscentofthe wocome.
daysofworld wars. Oneof Finally, 11 September
e firselessons of chis meansnew globalalign-
cpisode, whatever the mentsand newarcasof
eventual ramifications, is focus forspending, The
thatviolence coss. The Beed hassome modest
falloutisalready evidentin predictions:thes
theworld economy, what globalisationwillikely slow
viththealpoverful New York from Indi Jown, regional groupings n he
tock beingshurforfour  because they will I of trade blocswillbe consoldated.
wholetrading days. exchange ate. This, wuplcdwlrhd]: mwm}uppm for many rezsons,
Evenin Nepalwevwill be tisc in world oil and gas priccs, butmainly because now especillyve
affeced. Tourismwill bethefirstto ~ means fuelprices could soon goup  sce the dangersof excesive depend-

feelit, whatwith the recession n the
airline businessand fewer people
willing o fy. [fthe US were to
initiate miliary action against one o
morecountrics,arivalsherevilleca
distincedrop. 2001 couldyetum
outtobeoncofthe worst ycars il
dateford

| and hospitality

in India, and so also Nepal. Which,
inits turn, leads to one fear:
inflation.

“Theworldisso tighty intercon-
nected now ththoughoursock

encyonasinglecconomicsuper-

pover.
Every cventin history sheds light

onanawdimension ofcconomic

growth. As for Nepal,sinceweare

market
markes,adepresioninany msor

industy. And, e his Beed caution,
whileaslump in tourism would
obviouslyaffect e whole

cconomy, whatisespecially

wortyingis what will happen o
banks and financial institutions
that have large porcfolios of loans
to tourism and related businesses
Indiawillaso beaffected, and
T e e e

slowdown here. Markets here will
take longer than we anticipated to
tecove from the joltsof et

pretty p!

falloutofsuch occurtences,theonly
thing o doislooktothe future, and
beready to doourbestwhen the
timeis inally right. And ke what
bashappencdinthe USasahillng

Tough going on the highway

isanticipated to cost. “Of course the
govemmentdoesn'thavealotof
revenueand itis diversifid at that, ut
itiscommitted to developing Nepals
T sector, including the Park,” sys
Punya Prasad Neupane, Joint
Secretaryatthe Ministryof Science
and Technology.

Inkeepingwith s one year-old
IT policy, the government’s recent
budgetallocation s divided nto three
Kindsofsupport—in addicion tothe
Park, Rs 200 million has been setaside
forhuman resource development,and
Rs 100 million foran IT venture
capial fund. Neupaneis hopefil that
the Cyber Act, drafted by he

governmentwith the cooperation of
o i

RAMYATA LIMBU ited, asoftware development block thatwould cater to the needs of ctor, wi
romthe USto Singapore o company, snorexcited I dontchink | 200-300 T profesonals the currentsession of parliament.
Fm,, the dinthe F like Unlimited, When the Ministry of Scienceand

pastffieen monthsbeentying | T Parkin s present context, which hasits 16,000sq frofoffice Technology came outwith a nasional
todeal with or stave offrecession location, and size.” he ays. space forits 360 staff,and iscomfort- | IT policya yearago, the private sector
cused by thebursing ofthe [T Oneofthebiggesgroues ablyensconsed indowntown welcomed icasvisionary. Theindustry
bubble Lastweck'sbombingofthe | industryp Kadmandu,melTpukdoemrhnt wiaspleased that the government had
Wiorld Trade Centerwill hardly make |- distance. Bancpa, where thecivil decldcdmﬁ)rlnanITCouna||u|d4.r
thingsberter. rkson the parkare bei d | offer p cprime

Yet, Nepal'sgovernmenthas out, isabout 40 kmaway from “The questionis what morecan they minise,andan IT Board under he
chosen now towake up o the offerus” mskslulmdhu,whullkehm hip of the Ministerof

inrmadionage. Thisyersbude,

Kathmandu. IT professionalssay the

hich

in
global economic: <]0wdnvm ﬂlommd

couple f yeusand liguidiywillbe  reminder
steched ol ]

dis the ubiquitous choiceof  Nepal—our dwe, th
investmentin times like these, and y'spolity—need h
world prices, which had sagnaredin  peace s negotiated for. The costof

thelsfew s averlicd. Nepl

violenceistoohigh. 0

company says its machines are a one-stop tea and coffee shop
that cater to the beverage needs of personnel in an efficient,
hygienic, convenient and economical manner.

Indian Rupeeis und

il

ure, buyingwillonly increase, Which

Readers can post their views at

which means the Nepali Rupecisalso imports t
losingvalue. We need to take ourcue

orinformal channels, which meansa

Starting this week, Nepali Times will print
‘excerpts from comments made by readers
who voted in the weekly poll via

avenge the terorist attacks on New York and
Washington last week?) please go to the site
to vote. Short comments with genuine names
will get preference in the excerpts printed
here. -Ed

Maoists are Nepalis who we, the
supposedly educated and enlightened,
forgot. Democracy wasn't just for
Nepalis in Kathmandu, or Nepalis who
could read and write. It was for all
Nepalis, and many got nothing. We have
to accept that. We have to talk and
negpotiate. One step at a time. Maoists,
too, must realise that the majority of
Nepalis do not want what they want.
Many Nepalis do, and should, sympathise
with their legitimate demands. But we are
not willing to go along with all their
demands. This is a battle that both sides
can only win partially, never completely,
through violence. | hope both realise that
and are willing to make genuine compro-
mises through talks.

Samir Koirala

No, it cannot be resolved through the
talks. And Maoists do not believe in talk
anyway. Just remember the previous two
incidents of outcome of talks and
negotiations: one with the students' wing
of Maoists and the other with the
women’s wing. In both cases, the
government sold out the people’s
concerns. One of them destroyed the
education system, and the other de-
stroyed the economy.

Ram Prasad Sharma

Who knows, Maobadis may be better for
our country than the present corrupt
rulers. Don't be afraid if you are not
corrupt. Maobadis will also need so-called
computer literate people like you guys.
‘Mao Bhakta”

Can Baburam or Prachanda exercise
control over their lower cadre? How the
Maobadis fare in their public relations,
especially with those who do not agree
with them is yet to be seen.

Sanjay Upadhyay

No, I don't think this problem will be solved
through talks. This negotiation is just fun
for the Maoists. No communists in world
history have ever negotiated. If our
Maoists are true Maoists, they will never
negotiate, they will go on with the revolu-
tion.

Basudev Bhandari

It can only be solved by mutual under-
standing. We don't want war, so talk, and
bring peace back.

Rajesh Adhikary

Wake up, King Gyanendra. We do not
want an unknown serpent in the name of
Maoism. Put these looters who plunder in
the name of Mao or democracy behind
bar:

Pa/ama Sarthy Lepcha

Whether it be Prachanda, Baburam or
Deuba, itis only me, me, me. They are all
the same. Maoists are a band of bandits
from across the border.

Tamang

Talks between the government and the
Maoists will not work. The Maoists
themselves are not on the same wave-
length with each other. There is looting and
extortion. Then we have a human rights
Jokers like Padma Ratna Tuladhar (the
same guy who said it was OK to slaughter

cows) who think that the Maoist extortion
of four lakhs from Kantipuris OK
because they don't believe in the consti-
tution.

Malvika

I do agree that talks can solve the
problem. But the big challenge is to solve
the root problems, too. Why are we still
lagging behind? Corruption has engulfed
the country. There is urgent need to
change the whole system.

Avash Sharma

I'don’t think the situation is under control
of Maoists because they too are after
power and money. If they are true
revolut-ionaries, why are they looting
from ordinary Nepalis?

Taran Prasai

No way talks will work. The government
and Maoists are at extreme poles with
opposite vision.

Tony Karki

Nepal does not just belong to Prachanda
and Baburam, it belongs to all Nepalis. I'd
prefer if the monarch ruled.

Nilam Rai

If the Arabs and Israelis who had enmity
for thousands of years, can sit down for
talks, why not the Maoists and HMG? If
the Maoists hold on to their guns they will
just annihilate each other and the country.
Deepak Kumar

The government s stupid to believe that
the problem will be solved by talks. Can't
it see the looting, violence and intimidation
going on while the talks are being held?
They are taking us for a ride.

“Realist”

I think the Maoist insurgency can never
be resolved through talks. A republic is
animpossible demand, so they don't want
a solution. They just want a bloody war

that will remove Nepal from the map.
“Patriot”

The Maoist problem can't be solved by
talks. The government has to take
immediate action. It should mobilise the
army and finish them off.

“Mother Nepal's Son”

Sher Bahadur has given the Maoists an
opportunity which they don't want to
miss. No matter how much Comrade
Prachanda makes himself outto be a
revolutionary, for sure he cannot face
the army.

Bigyan Sijapati

If you (Maoists) agreed to talks, then tell
me why you killed so many people with
your nonsense peoples’ war?

Lingden Limbu

Itis necessary to talk and come to an
agreement to reform the government,
the economy, the education system and
the whole lot of social security in Nepal.
The key to success is the reform in
governance, minimise corruption,
revolutionise agro-industry, reform
education policy and generate local
level income. This will bring peace and
stability. | can fully understand the
frustration of Maoist although | am not
sure of their real ideological leanings.
Ramesh Shrestha

The Maoists have now gone farther
than the leaders ever imagined. They
are now addicted to killing and mayhem.
Talkis only theory.

Niraj Ojha

Communists don't believe in democracy
s0 why treat them like democrats?
Anjan Sharma

Evenif Baburam and Prachanda come
to an amicable understanding, more
than half of their cadre would defy the

understanding and will have a new
leader. So itis better to start planning to
bring these cadres into the mainstream
while planning radical social changes
where there will be no discrimination
and inequality.

Pramod Aryal

The talks are just drama to deceive the
Nepali people. If the Maoists are really
sincere about talks, why are they
extorting money and sowing terror in the
public? The only solution to this is the
use of armed force against these
terrorists.

P Sherpa

If the Maoists wanted to resolve this
they would have done it properly a long
time ago, and had they really wanted
peace they would have adhered to
peaceful means. They don't care about
peace atall.

A Tuladhar

Yes sure go ahead and “negotiate” with
the terrorist, extortionist Maoists. Go
ahead and sell your country into slavery
to the cult of communism. Go ahead and
throw your country into a bloodbath
unseen since Pol Pot. Sure go ahead
and have “peace talks” with a bunch of
murderers and bandits who want
nothing more than to destroy your
country, your culture, your religions, kill
all your educated people, dictate every
movement of your lives and make your
children into a bunch of sloganeering
robots.

Paul Walker

There is no political solution of this
problem. Because Maoists are not
following a proper political code of
conduct.

Dinesh Thanju
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thas been 12 yearssince the last
of the 115,000 Soviet troops
ed oRiyadh and Islamabad

financingthe Afghan mujahideen to

expel the Soviets from Afghanistan.
With the Soviet withdrawal
lished—a severe blow to

asthe first, crucial step in the re-
emergence ofan independent
Afghanistan ready toally with the
United States. The US-Saudi-
Pakistani alliance had played the

centtalrolein training, arming and

Moscowin the Cold War—
‘Washington put Afghanistan on
the back burner. But the collapse of
the Soviet Union in December
1991 gave asecond wind to the
mujahideen movement, which

acquired amomentum of tsown.
s scizure of powerin Kabul in
April 1992, following the fall of the
lefist regime of Muhammad
Najibullah, paved the way for the
tisc ofche Taliban Islamic move-
ment two years laterand its capture
of Kabul in September 1996.
Today the Taliban controls 90
percent of Afghanistan and rulesthe
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What is lost in the desire to avenge last week’s terrorist attacks on
the United States and the official blame on Osama bin Laden is that
the Saudi zealot is an extremist of America’s own making.

DILIP HIRO

country according o s interpreta-
tion of the Sharia, Islamic lw—an

interpretation that even the mullahs
of anfind repulsiv. Uniqueinthe

Still reaping the Afghan whirwind

gence Dirccrorate (IS)—to be
reopened to give guerrilla training
e ]

traditionalist Islamic factions, two
of them monarchist. Instead,

hington becfed up the three

Xinjiang, China; Bosnia; Algerias
and elscwhere to further their
Isamistagenda through armed
actions in their respecive countrics.
“The Taliban has rebuffed Washing-
ton’s demands thatit hand over
Osama bin Laden, a Saudi veteran
of theanti-Sovietjihad in Afghani-
stan and a fugitive extremist
accused of masterminding the US
Embassy bombings in Nairobiand
Dar s Salaam in 1998 and also last
week's hijack attacks on the US
cast coast. The US government
has offered a $5 million reward
for his capture.

Did the founders of US policy
in Afghanistan during the Carter
Administration (1977-1981) realse
thatin spawning slamic militancy
with the primary aim of defeating
the Soviet Union they were risking
sowingthe seeds ofa phenomenon
that waslikely to acquirealife of s
own,spread throughout the Muslim
worldand threaten US interests?

Perhaps not, but it was notas if
they had no choice. When Moscow
intervened miliarily in Afghanistan
in December 1979, there were
several secular and nationalist

mmunists, who

world,the Taliban
women ofcducation andjobs. It
hasallowed th ining amp cae

Afhan groupsopposedohe
backed C

had scized power twenty months
carlierin a milicary coup. Washing-

the Pakistani bord
established by the CIA and
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-

ton had the option of bolstring
these groups and encouraging them
toform an alliance with three

fundamentalstorganisations then
in existence. This eft moderate
Islamic leaders no choice but to
ally with hard-liners and form the
radical-dominated Islamic
Alliance of Afghan Mujahedeen
(IAAM)in 1983,

‘The main architect of US
Policy was Zbigniew Brzczinski,
President Carter's National
Security Adviser. Avirulent anti-
Communistof Polish origin, he saw
his chancein Moscow’s Afghanist

Communism, its rulers lavish in
cheir funding of anti-lefis forces
around the globe—be itin Angola,
Morambique, Portugal or Iraly.
“The fact that the population of
Afghanistan was 99 percent
Muslim was an additional
incentive to Riyadh.

S

theand-Sovietjihad from affluent
Saudi citizens.

On the wider propaganda front,
Brzezinski's successors continued
hisintensive radio campaign
(through Radio Liberty and Radio
Free Europe) toarouse and
heighen Islamic consciousnessand
cthnic nationalism in Central Asia

merely advisory capacitys this step
failed to pacify bin Laden,
Duringthe Yemeni civil war of
Aprikuly 1994, when Riyadh
backed the Marxit former South
Yemenileaders against the govern-
mentin Sana, bin Laden con-
demned the offcial poliy. The
authorities stripped him of his

armingofthe muia.hidcen—
rectuited from among the three

inorder to undermine
diected Sovietsysem, The ghring
contradiction of the US policy of

bolstring skamic zealotsin

million Afghan refugees in Paki-

supervised by the CIA. The day-to-

day rested with

intervention to rival Henry
Kissingerasa heavyweight strategic
chinker. Ttwas not enough to expel
the Soviet tanks, he reasoned. This
Wasa great opportunity to exporta
composite ideology of nationalism
and Islam to the Muslim-majority
Central Asian states and Soviet
republics with a view to destroying
the Sovict order.

Braezinski also felin casily
with the domestic considerations of
Gen Mohammad Ziaul-Hag, the
miliary dictator of Pakistan. Afier
having overthrown the clected
prime minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
in 1977, Zia was keen to create a
popular base for hisregime by
inducting Islam into politics. One
way of doing this was to giveaid to
the exiled Afghan fundamentlist
leaders in Pakistan.

Asfor Saudi Arabia, the
remaining member of the troika, it
had long been a bulwark of anti-

Pakistan’s ISL. All donations in
weaponsand cash to the campaign
by various sources—chicfly
Washingon and Riyadh

Afghanistan themin
neighbouring Iran seemed to escape
both Brzczinski and his successors.
Tn the end, the Soviet Union
collapsed, but for reasons that had
nothing odo withthenter-

handled by the CIA. These
amounted to about $40 billion,
with the bulk coming from the

religious or
amongitscitizens, which the US
policy-makers had tied to engender
in Muslim-majority Central Asia

United Statesand Saudi Arabia,
which contributed equly.

“The volunteers underwent
military training and political
education. Both were imparted by
thelSL. In the poliicalcasss the

and Azerbaijan.
Following the 1989 Soviet
withdrawal from Afghanistan, the
Afghan-Arabs, including bin Laden,
began drifting back to their homes
inthe Ardbword.Theirhightened

mujahideen
dose ofnationalism and Islam. The
fact that the Soviers were foreign
and aheistic made them doubly
despicable. The intention was to
fire up militane Muslims to ight
Sovitimperalin. Amed i
ClA-supplied Stinger missilesin the

lm]lsc m countries like Saudi
Arabiaand Egypt weejustas much
dlient regimes of the United States
asthe Najibullah regime had been
of Moscow. In their home countries
they builta formidable constitu-

engy larly known as

later stages of the jihad, the
mujahideen madea hash of Soviet
helicopter gunships, a critical tool
of the USSR's counterinsurgency
campaign.

From the sart the ranks of the

mujahideen were comple-

mented by non-Afghan volunteers
cager to join the anti-Soviet jihad.
‘The very first to do so was Osama
bin Laden, then a young civil
enginceringgraduate froman
affluent family of construction
contractors in Jidda, Saudi Arabia.
He devised a scheme encouraging
non-Afghan Muslims o enrollin
the jihad. The 30,000 who did so in
the cighties consisted of an almost
equal numberof Arabs and non-
Atabs. Bin Laden, whoattracted
4,000 volunteers from Saudi Arabia,
became the nominal leader of the
Afghan-Arabs. He developed cordial
relations with the heads of the more
radical constiuents of the IAAM,
including Mullsh Mohammed
Omarof the Hizb-c-Islami (Khalis
group), who was later o emergeas
the Taliban's supreme leader.
Besides participating in guerilla
actions,bin Laden constructed
roadsin mujahideen-controlled
areasand refurbished caves as
sworageplces forarmsand

“Afghanis'—who combined stong
ideological convictions with the
guerrilaskillthey had acquiredin
Pakistan and Afghanistan under CIA|
supervision. Having defeated Soviet
imperialismin Afghanistan, they
felt, naively, chat they could do the
same to US imperialism in say,
Saudi Arabia, with it strong links
to Washington since s inception
in1932.

Duringthe 1990 Kuwait crisis,
the sationing of more than
540,000 non-Muslim US troopson
the soil of Saudi Arabia—consid-
ered sacred as the realm containing
Meccaand Medina, the birth and
death places of the Prophet
Muhammad—angered many pious
Saudis,especially the ulema
(religious scholars).

“They argued that under the
Shariaitis forbidden for foreign
forces to be based in Saudi Arabia
under cheir own flag, Their
discontent rose when, having
liberated Kuwaitin March 1991,
the Pentagon failed to carry out full
withdrawal from the kingdom,
Among those who protested vocally
wasbin Laden, who established a
formal committee thatadvocated
religious-politicalreform. In 1993
King Fahd created a Consulative

the CIA, healso collected ﬂmds for

Zbigniew By

Coundil all of whose members were
appointed by him and served ina

Osama bin Laden

Saudi citzenship and expelled him
from the country.

Butbin Laden's banishment (to
Sudan) did not deter other Isamic
radicals from pursuing their agenda.
In November 1995 they detonated
abombata Saudi National Guard
basein Riyadh, killingfive US
service personnel stationed there.
Ofthe four Saudis arrested as
suspecs, three turned out to be
“Afghanis.” They were found guilyy
and exccuted.

However, what put the US
miliary presencen Saudi Arabia in
che limelight was the truck
bombingon 25 June, 1996, outside
the Al Khobar complex near the
Dhahran air base. The explosion
Killed nineteen American service-
men and injured more than 400.

This occurred a few weeks after bin

Laden had artved in Afghanistan
from Sudan, which he wasforced to
leave whenits government came
under pressure from Washington
and Riyadh.

Bin Laden then called fora
jihad against the Americans in Saudi
Arabia. “The presence of American
crusader forces in Muslim Gulf
states..ds the greatest danger and
[poses] the most serious harm,

threatening the world's largestoil
reserves,” he said. “Pushing ot this
American occupying enemy i the
mostimporeant duty afer the duty

ofbeliefin God.”
Seep.12[]
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Fromp. 10-11[]
After the Al Khobar bombing the

‘We spawned a monster...”

Afghan with grandson both of
whom lostlegsina landmine
explosion.

invason following Baghdad’s
occupation of Kuwait. Once the US-ed
T badexpelled the raqi i

ofjint Washinguon-Riyadhstrtcgy
di frerthe

Bangladeh isucdacommurique|

the IF's stance. Followingairstrikes

Kuwait, this mission was accom-
plished. So there was no more need for

devicdan laced agins g in December 1998, bin
Meccain Novem- i ! Unionin i i
ber 1979. In case there'san Afghanistan. ‘o “confrontfghand il”
antiroyalistcoup, they say, the United “Formoretk yersthe d Britons for “cheir
1 United has by

forcign troops, norwas h
offmlfxph..amnrmmpmm
T

‘marshal its full military might to
h Fe "

lands of Islam in the holiest of places,

support fortheirleaders’decision to
atackIng” Exierspuminghe US
i

thepuposcoftheUS vaplnes

tation

s p. For many year
Saudi defence ministry has been

the no-fly zone n southern Iraq. This
rationale s flawed in at least three
respecs. it e Washingon hs

p
systems,chiefly from the United

the Arabian peninsula,

Laden overto

tiches, dlcmung oitsrulers, humilac-
ingits people,terrorsingits neigh-
bours and wming s bassinthe

Washington, the Taliban govern-
ment had proposed thatte evidence
agsinsthimbepascd on ot hac

State. Burthe Pentag
samelby eaccounofGen

Ne

i head through 1d be tried in Afghanistan
which to fight the neighbouring under Istamic . The United States
Muslim peoples,” icsated. refusec to cooperate. Soin Noverm-

agementswith Kuvaitand Bahvin, | ofthe US Ied v.ty.\]mon inhe Gt “Second, despit thegreat ber 1998, the Taliban supreme
why notlimit War,that dimilitay, ioninfliced on the lragi judge declared bin Laden innocent.
warplanes tothose countriesand specillytheairforce, s incapableof | peopleby the Crusader-Zionist TosheasafrtheSoic
Jude Saudi Arabia b its ingthe sophisicated weaponryit  alliance, th i jsan, he
specil religious significance o posesed Thusthepresenceof US  yingro repeatthehorficmasa- moodamongUSandSa\ldl
Mudimsworldwide iy officilsat ey Saudimilary | res..Thin,ifthe Americans aims dfrom
Second, thesouthern no-flyzone | fcilesisconsidered indi in | behindt ligi toperplexed

wasnocimposed untl Augusc 1992,
fier theend of the

order to insure swift coordination and

economic, theaim i: a].su toserve the

an

Jews'p

handwringing, In the wordsof
Richard Murphy, the Assistanc

Gulf War, ostnsibly o prevent amergency. ﬁ'omnsoocupaucnof]smsalsmand Sccretary of e for the Near East
Saddam Husin Tewas against this background that | murderof and South Asiaduring the two
icpopuiaionof | binLudenandhisacoyesariuled i ligi Reagan administrations, “Wedid
southern Irag—so this could not isthattheir country was decred): “The ruling o kil the spawnamonsterin Afghanistan.”
t Americanaircraftwere | occupicd. h icansand their allies—civil “The “monster” ofviolent slamic
sationed there before that ime. Persian Gulf,centred aroundreltions | and mil individuald lamentalism
Finally,withoncorwoaircafe  between Iraqand the United Staes, | forevery Muslimwho can doitinany | tentacls thatestend from western

carriersof he US Fifih Flet,
headquartered i Bahrain, perma-
nendy plying the Persian Gulf,isthere
reallyaneed tostation US warplancs
on Saudi soil—and thus provide fucl

ﬂnﬂn‘ Tudi  thousand in

h " 000 A

dress, based in Dhahran,

Jc thml the d in

he likes of bin Laden, who claims

that the kingdom s “occupied” by US

twoopson Saudi soil. They were partof
theforce in chargeof 170 US fighters,

Riyadh.
Whatis the basis of rhe us

wasby Sovietsoldiers
Thisleads one to take seriously the
T

Saudi Arabia, Kuvwit, and Bahrain.
Welkinformed Saudi watchers,
however, putthe number o Amticn

mAh(m 1 rabia, and
whatarcitsaims? thu on Auguslﬁ.
1990, King Fahd invited US troops o

experts—such asaformer Middle East
specilisacthe London-based

Inr rnational

his kingdom, it bols

servicemen in 15,000~

Inngi

have strengthencd the views of amic

country in which s possible to doit,

Chimoo lgrirothe oot

dits reach is not likely to

milicanes. I the midscof the inorderolib Mosque

deepening Baghdad-Washington crisis | (in Jerusalem] and the Holy Mosque d:mumhwxd\ou[agrm[dmlnfd\c

of February 1998, which esuledin [in Mecca] fromthirgrp,andfor | United St money,imeand
their ofallthe patien

the build-up ofa US armada in the

lands of Tslam, defeated and unable to

along with the full
fonoffor

Gulf they published
thatapplied o the entire Middlc East.
On 23 February, 1998, under the
acgisofthe Interational amic Frone
(ITF), Shaikh bin Laden, Aiman al
Zawhiri (of Jihad al Islam, Egypo),

threaten any Muslim [agin]. Thisis
inaccordance with the words of
Almighty God, ‘And fight the pagans
Jlt(}gethefastheyf‘ghryouq][
ogether, and fghrdmm il s

Abu Yasser Ahmad Taha (of Gamaatal

Islamiya, Egypo), Shaikh Mir Hamzah
(of Jamiatal Ulema, Pakistan) and Fazl
ul Rahman (of Harkat al jihad,

there preval siceand i n G od’ ;
iswas open scason on
Americans oall those who agreed with

The Nation

(Dilip Hiro is an author,
playwright, and journalist
who has written 14 books
about the Middle Exst and
contributed to several
others.)
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OPINIONS

Unimaginable, inevitable

by JOHN PILGER

2

Is it surprising if the aﬂacks on America come from the Islamic world?

hattook placeon 11
Septemberwas notacrime,
butwar. Thescaleofthe

n9bep|tmbcr,lwuday> Lmrhanabiﬂiunpmpemk:molc Vietam, the CIA amanged the attacks,their coordination, their

beforetheattacksinthe USA,  than 80 per cencof theworld's homicdeof 50,000 people. Offcial | siister clculation of timing and place

cightpeoplewarckilledin  wealth. Indefenceof thispowerand. —— d I thiswas the model havehoned
southern Iraq when Bridshand pnvllagccuphcmlsucﬂ]lymllod ‘e fortheterrorin Chile tharclimaxed | theirskillsover many years. To deal
American planes bombed civilian freetade’ the ‘with the murder of the democrati- with them and those who harbour
areas. To my knowledge, notaword ‘ cally-clected leader Salvador Allende, | them, the United States must
appeared in the mai mediain blockadeof Cuba, the murd andin 10years, the crushing of understand they are notcriminals; they
Bricin. Ancstimated 200,000 Iragis,  arms trade, dominated by the US,its  Nicaragua. All of e washawless The | areenemies. Thisis nocabout
according o the Health Education  trashing of basicenvironment listis too long for this piece. international courts.Iishideous,
“Trustin London, died duringand in decencics, t Iton fragile Imperialismisbeing ehabilvate, brutal,
he immeds hof th s by insi like dh American from b Waglngwarnowbegmvnma
dagheckoomaste G, WTO—fidmoredansgnisofre - S0countis. Fulles lingnesstoartack those responsil

i l UST: il dominance”is Washington'slearly | Withevery intention of iling them.

consciousnessin the West. Atleasta “The US has from time to ime

central banks, and the demands of the

millon Iragicivlians, halfofthem ~ World Bankand the IMF that the
hildren, have died asa resultofa pooest nations epay unrepayabl
medieval embargoimposedbythe US  debts,anew US “Victnam” in

and Britin, In Pakistanand Colombiaand hessbotage ofpce
Afghanistan, jahid vhich L Northand South Korea

gave birth to the Taliban, waslargely

(1shoreup North Korea’ “ogue

stated aim, the documents of the
US Space Command leaveusin no

doube.In the UK, Bhir’sgovern-
od

dropped bombs or fired cruise missiles
wuh lechalintent, but has linched ac

menth fourviolent
adventure n pursicof ‘Brish
inerests” (dressed upas “peace-
Keeping), which havelle or no

ol

Make wat, not justice

by ELIOT A COHEN

d ngs’). Th

hange. E:

hatwewill doto

significant forsuchapoliy. Buck
mistend. Theiseis ot merdly

growby the tensofbillions, asic
should. Much ofhat should goto

countries that stand in the way of our
efforts o crush, uummma, an

thecreation of the CIA. The terrorist  nation” starus). basisin I law: a recor earbution| mmwwh-dmwhv y q Inhmm eviublec 1
trainingcamps where Osamabin Western ertoris partofthe in the last 50 years. about ttack them and nd :

e, “America’s most wanted canthisonyof wor hathaschisto dowithhis | approachin dealingwiththeteror — ther ligence g civilians,that thisisan
man, allegedly planned hisattaks, mention. The eksatrociesin America? Travel | problen. Terrorist long tange bom les, frble consequenceofwar.
werebuilewith American moneyand  expulsionoft lation of Diego hei ished majori d |:||«M Kmuld.mblcn he pl hatlaunch ¢ special Tt ds but this is what
backing In Palestine, theenduring Darinthe I%{kbry(hewlson I dyouunderstand itha keymemb p rees Defe waris, When the US mobilises, as
ileglocuparon by sacwould government recei nopress hingtodowithit. Peopleare I s ) willbeexpensive—command bunkess, - Tojoand Hider ‘bundoun rhe resulrs

overeitnotfor  coveage Therhomeandisnowan — notsillorsuupid Theysee[helr rorss o desthmoreofhi L I-d d
Us ! . tumpand rected toward just machines,and other protective devices. — almost o the day, Winon Chirhl
(errons(sof(heworld theslamic basefrom which US bornt 1 dlandand heli survival Wevill paya price—even, perhaps, gondﬂ«ldwncwwﬂ’mll-larbur
peoples have beenis victims— the Middle East. In Indonesia,in dheirchildren aken avay, and heir Terror requiressome ind of with our personal liberdies. Silly people—and there were many,
pnanally(hevlcumsoﬂJS 1965/6,amillion people were killed poin cover tes—outrightprotection  Thisisourgeneration’s Pearl notonlyinenemy countries—might
vl whose milay, withthecomplicityoftheUSand ~ nordh: ot Javes of plunder hiporindifference.In ~ Harbor. The taskofmobilising discount the forceof the United
smgm d isthe  Brituin:the Ameri Jyi iige Incvbly, trorbres | 1ecentyearsche US hasben et Amercanpoernow lson he Suates, They sid s democracyand
ofterroris h terror Islami o spotlghtnations thatsponsor presidentand ¢ Not  systemofr

“Thisiscensored in the Western g p d damenlistgroups, willng o terrorism Andevenwhenitdocs.as - leastoftheirmany sk willbeto ——paraseheie v fore. B had
media, whose “coverage” at best the World Bankbackintherewas — Blow themsehesupin’staeland Now with Iranor lrag, s resp st studied th Civil War,
‘minimises theculpability ofimperial  partof thedeal,” says Roland Challis, Yok, limited to ic boy dih ourﬁ'lends,andmouxmemmTo fuugnuunomeludapemmmdx
poviers. Richard Fall profesorof - then BBC'sSouth-ast Asiacore- ago, aﬁe{lm:[andm:UShsd like. Thisis warand such statesare ~ Americans, they d lowedin my veins.

Pinceon,  ponden.Bishlhaiouin M rfcdoui ourenemics allies. Theytooshould ~ calm purp dentresolveas  thought ofa remark mad
putitthisway: “Westem forcign fifferentfom thatof America P feelthe full weightof American they mobiliscour dpassthe  thirty ycarsk hat the United
polcs by inViewam:d ffood, Jescarred by i . hostlity. Avariety of measures, from  legisation necessary to take the Statesis ke ‘a gigantic boiler. Once
If rightcous, one-way distantvoices o heard, i d Toourfiiends,they  the firis lighted underic thereis no

1@]/,“0,415“&“(\,,;[11)?05.‘1'\@ mmpmdmmmmwdmuhon thedailyh i brutalised | bombing,should make theirleaders mustma.kedmwemllusew}mmﬂ limit to the powerit can generate’.”
images of Western values and laces have at last come home. 0 d The fire has been lit. 00 (The New
i p dasth d, Vietnam, the dis maiming supporting b d hose th Republic)

licari ign ofunrestricted d poi f: ionwas _John Pilger is an award- Neutralsor American allis wh Andtoour
policical violence.” apocalyptic, but diminished in our inni ioni blind hould — outch Hiot A Gohen is professor of stategic

‘That Tony Blair, whose: ‘memory by Hollywood moviesand journalist and author of the knuwdmmfyw-llalsopﬂyahfwtf king blunt truthsabout, say, th Hopkins U
governmentsellslethal weapons o what Edward Said calls cultural ook, Hidden Agenda. non-violent, price. nature of adical Iam, el and precise

L, asprayed g Ve

with cluster

imperialism. In Operation Phocnixin

Domesticaly, 00, much must

uranium, and was thelargescarms
supplie to Suhartoin Indonesia, can
betaken seriously when he speaks
aboutthe “shame” of the “new evil of
masstermorism” says muchaboutthe
censorship ofour collective senseof
howtheworld is managed.

Alas,itis o comfort o the
familes ofthousands ofordinary
Americans who have died thattheir
suffring may be the productof
Western policies. Did the American
esublihmentbeleveitcould
bankrolland manipulate events n the
Middle Fast without cost toitself, or
itsinnocent people? America,which
has never known moder war, now
has her own terribleleague table. The
artacks come from alonghistory of
betrayal of Isamicand Arab peoples:
thecollapscofthe Ottoman Empitc,
the foundation of te Isaclsate,
four Arab-Istacliwarsand 34 yearsof
staelsoccupation ofan Arab nation:
allnowscemingly obltcrated by the
actsofawesome cruclty of thosewho
say they represent thevictims of the
Wiest's intervention.

Ieisnotonly the rageand
grievancein the Middle Eastand
South Asia.Since theend ofthe Cold
War,the USand s sidekicks,
principally Britan, have excrcised,
Haunted, and abused theirwealthand
powerwhile thedivisionsimposcd on
human beings by themand their
agents have grown as never bfore.

Namaste,

this storm.

Borderland charm.

in Jawalakhel

Don't miss our

The Borderland

~The Borderland Head Office in Thamel
~The British Gurkhas Kathmandu Army camp £

~The British Primary School in Sanepa.
Al donations will be collected on Sept. 23.

Monsoon Survival Party
orSept. 29th & 30th
For INFO contact 425 836/425894
info@borderlandresorts.com

This is a challenging time for all in the tourism
industry, dealing with a natural disaster on top of
that has happened has not been an easy task

who have expressed their concerns and good wi
to us during this difficult time THANK YOU. Wit
your continued support Borderlands will weatt

We are planning a peaceful getaway, which wi
includelive music; yoga and a DJ dance part
on Sept 29-30 We would like 1o invite you all uj
to our litle oasis to experience first hand the

Many of our neighbors were not as lucky,
Borderland is organizing a relief effect to help th
displaced by the landslides, which hit the Bhote
valley hard this monsoon. Any clothes or basic
items can be dropped off at the following locatiof
and we will get these out to the villages in our agel

Finally, we are saddened and disappointed that
our neighbor and competitor in the Bhote Kosi

valley would go as far as to send out messages 10
agents and local clients which describe

Borderlands as “washed away’in sending out this. |_
misleading information under the banner of theif
“extended sympathies", brings this local

company to its rightful name sake

T
%

40,000':ft.BAR ...

.. Where the tales
are as lall as the mountainy

Succulent steaks and burgers
bountifyl, with a vegetarian variety
The iriendliest bar around the most convivial
fireplace between Tibet and Timbucton

RumpoopLE

THAMEL. KATHMANDL, NEPAL
TEL: 414336
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TAMIM ANSARY ...
Tvebeen hearingalotof alk about “bombing Afghanistan
back o the Stone Age.” Ronn Owens, on KGO Talk
Radio today, allowed thatthiswould mean killing

mnuctn(pcoplcwhohadnudun{,mdowuhdmxmmty,

When you think bin Laden,
think Hitler.

dropping bombs woulds'treally beastrikeagainst the

buc“we'reatwar, we have
Whatelsecan e do?” Minutes ter heardsome TV
pundicdiscusing whether we “hase thebelly o do what
mustbedone”

And] thoughtabout th being raised ially

did this horific thing, Actually it would
onlybe making common causewith e Talan.
Sowhatcan be done, then? Let me now spek with
wuefearand rembling Theonly way togetbin Ladens
horend toap W el ook

in th

hard because Lam from Afghanistan, and even though I've
lived i the US for 35 years Pve never st rack of what's
goingon there.

Tspeakasonexwho hates the Taliban and Osamabin
Laden. Thereisno doubtin my mind thatthese people
e esponsibleforhatoiy n Now York g

Butthe

ogo

“having thebelly o dowhat needs o be done” they're
thinkingin terms of havingthe belly to kill s many as
needed. Having thebelly toovercomeany moral qualms
aboutkillinginnocent people Let’s pullour headsurof.
thesand. Whatisactuallyon the tableis Americansdying,

h Afihani b

Talbansndbin Laden e ot Afghanistan. They're not
even the governmentof Afghanistan, The Talibanareacule
ofignorant psychoticswho took ver Afghanistan n 1997.
Bin Laden isa policical riminal witha plan. When you
think Taliban, think Nazis. When you think Bin Laden,
think Hlider. And when you think “the people of Afghani-
stan” think “the Jews in the concentration camps.” s
noconly that the Afghan people had nothing o dovwith
thisatrocity. They wetethe firstvictmsof the perpetra-
tors. Theywould exultif someonewould cometn there,
take out he Taliban and dlear out theracs nestof
intemationalthugs holed upintheir country.

Somesay, why don't the Afghans ise up and
overthrow the Taliban? The answer s, they restarved,
exhausted, hur, incapacitated, suffering, A few years
a0 the Unied Natons simated tacthreare
500,01 Afg
with no economy, no food. Ihere atemillions of
widows. And the Taliban has been burying them alive
in mass graves. The soil i litered with land mines, the
farms wereall destroyed by the Soviets Theseare some
ofthe reasons why the Afghan people have not
overthrown the Taliban.

‘Asfor bombing Afghanistan back to the Stone Age,
the trouble with thatis,it has been done. The Soviets
ook care of it already. Make the Afghans suffer?
‘They'realready suffering, Level their houses? Done.
Turn their schools into piles of rubble? Done. Eradi-
catetheir hospitals? Done. Destroy their infrastructure?
Cutthem offfrom medicine and health care? Too late.
Someoncalreadydidall tht.

Nevw bombs would only stirthe rubble of ealier
bombs. Would they ateast ge the Taliban? Not
likely. In today’s Afghanistan, only the Taliban eat,
only they have the means to movearound. They d lip
away and hide. Maybe the bombs would getsome of
those disabled orphans,they don’t move too fat,they
don’even have wheelchairs Butflying over Kabul and

theirway th Laden’s hideout. It
‘much bigger than that. Because to getany troops to
Afghanistan, we'd have to go through Pakistan. Would they
lecus? Not likely. The conquestof Pakistan would have to
befirst. Will other Muslim nationsjust stand by? You see
whete 'm going, We'refiring with a world war between
Islam and the West.

And thatis exactly what bin Laden wans, Thatiswhy
he did this. Read his speeches and statements. He really
believes Islam would beat the West. It might seem
ridiculous, but he figures ifhe can polarise theworld into
Islam and the West, he’s gota billion soldiers. If the West
wreaks a holocaust in those lands, that’s a billion
peoplewith nothing [cft to lose, cven better from bin
Laden’s point of view. He's probably wrong, in the end
the West would win, whatever that would mean, but
the war would last for years and millions would die, not
just theirs but ours. Who has the belly for that? Bin
Laden does. Anyone clse?

Tamim Ansary is an Afghan-American writer.

BARRY BEARAK

they were gone.”

charge.

human beings, then what does it expect?”

Edgy Afghans on Pakistan’s border

JALALABAD, Afghanistan — An abundance of Afghans gathered outside Pakistan's consulate here last Sunday.
They were apparently feeling closer to eternity than they liked and thought it a good idea to get permission to
leave the country. “They either want a visa to get out or a weapon to defend themselves,” said Lalbar Saleem,
the ruling Taliban's chief of security at the compound. “We had 180 application forms, and within a few hours

Afghans are nervous. One after another, local news bulletins say America has decided to attack them in
reprisal for last week's terrorism in the US. The rumour of war is announced like a weather warning, with the
horizon darkening. Today, the Taliban ordered all foreigners out, saying their safety could no longer be
guaranteed. The International Red Cross, which rarely pulls out of a war-torn nation, reluctantly complied.

Foreign employees of the UN and dozens of aid agencies had already left, leaving their Afghan staff in

The only foreign aid workers probably left in Afghanistan are eight jailed members of Shelter Now,
including two American women, who are being tried on charges of preaching Christianity. Mullah Muhammad
Omar, the Taliban's supreme leader, remained defiant. He summoned religious scholars to the capital last
week to discuss waging a jihad—a holy war—against the United States.

Here in Jalalabad, east of Kabul near the border with Pakistan, people seemed bewildered and in denial.
“We're not expecting trouble—we are totally innocent,” said Haji Sali Muhammad, the eminence among the
moneylenders. At 75,000 afghanis to the dollar, Haji Muhammad has to do business with a gargantuan supply
of bills. He is a thin older man with a perfectly combed foot-long beard. He sees no need for confrontation with
America. If Osama bin Laden, the financier of militants who has been given refuge in Afghanistan, is guilty of
terrorism, he said, let America show Afghanistan the proof and a trial will be held in a court of Islamic law. “The
court will decide what to do with Osama, cut off his head or whatever,” Haji Muhammad said. “I should think that
would satisfy the Americans.” Shah Mehmood, a Taliban soldier, said much the same: “If there is proof, bring it
to us. We have courts here, a system. We'll have a trial. But you cannot expect us to extradite him,” he added.
“We have no treaty. No one recognises our government o lets us join the UN. If the world won't consider us

Comments made in public in Kabul, Jalalabad and other locales repeat the same themes: Only a
government, and not an individual like bin Laden, could have coordinated multiple hijackings; the US is
looking for excuses to wage war on Islam; American soldiers will find only their own graves in Afghanistan. In
private, however, other themes develop: rather than face American might, why not just kill bin Laden and toss
his body across the border, one man suggested. Another wanted to know why bin Laden was worth the nation’s
sacrifice. “What will Mullah Omar say to God on Judgment Day,” he said, “when he is asked why he protected
one personality at the cost of destroying an entire nation?" 00 (vew york imes)

Now we know

NOAM CHOMSKY

The terrorist attacks were major atrocities. In scale they may not reach the level of many others, for example,
Clinton's bombing of the Sudan with no credible pretext, destroying half its pharmaceutical supplies and kiling
unknown numbers of peaple (no one knows, because the US blocked an inquiry at the UN and no one cares to
pursue it). Much worse cases easily come to mind. But this was a horrendous crime. The primary victims, as
usual, were working people: janitors, secretaries, firemen, etc. Itis likely to prove to be a crushing blow to
Palestinians and other poor, oppressed people. It is also likely to lead to harsh security controls, with many
possibilities for undermining civil liberties and internal freedom. The events also reveal, dramatically, the
foolishness of the project of “missile defence.” As has been obvious all along, and pointed out repeatedly by
strategic analysts, if anyone wants to cause immense damage in the US, there are innumerable easier ways than
a misible attack that are basically unstoppable. But the crime is a gift to the hard jingoist right, who hope to use

force to control their domains.

As to how to react, we have a choice. We can seek to understand what may have led to the crimes, which
means making an effort to enter the minds of the likely perpetrators. If we choose this, we can do no better, |
think, than to listen to the words of ROBERT FISK, whose direct knowledge and insight into affairs of the region is
unmatched after many years of distinguished reporting.

ROBERT FISK

ot has come to this. The
Smdre modern history of

the Middle East—the
collapse of the Ottoman empire,
the Balfour declaration, Lawrence
of Arabia’ les, the Arab revolt,
the foundation of the state of
Istacl, four Arab-Istacli wars and
the 34 years of Isracls brutal
occupation of Arab land—all
erased within hours as those
claiming to representa crushed,
humiliated population struck
back with the awesome cruclty of
adoomed people. Unless Iam
grotesquely mistaken, thousands

more will now die in the Middle
East, pethaps in America too.
Some of us warned of “the
explosion to come.” But we never
dreamed this nightmare.

And yes, Osama bin Laden
comes to mind, his money, his
theology, his frightening dedica-
tion to destroy American power. [
have satin front of bin Laden as
he described how his men helped
to destroy the Russian army in
Afghanistan and thus the Sovier
Union. Their boundless confi-
dence allowed them to declare
war on America. But this is not
the war of democracy v terror
the world will be asked to
believe. It is also about American
missiles smashing into Palestinian
homes and US helicopters firing
missiles into a Lebanese ambu-
lance in 1996 and American shells
crashing into avillage called
Qanaa few days later and about a
Lebanese militia—paid and
uniformed by America’s Israeli
ally—hackingand rapingand
murdering their way through
refiugee camps.

There is no doubting the
indescribable evil of what has
happened in the US. That
Palestinians could celebrate the
massacre of innocent people
shows their despair but also their
political immarurity, cheir failure
to grasp what they have always

The US needs to look for real,
historical reason for this awesome
cruelty of a doomed people.

been accusing Isracl of doing:
acting disproportionately. But we
were warned. Al the years of
thetoric, the promises to strike at
America’s heart, to cut off the
head of “the American snake,” we
took for empry threats. How
could a backward, conservative,
undemocratic, corrupt group of
regimes and small, violent
organisations fulfil such prepos-
terous promises? Now we know.
After last week’s annihil

pethaps halfa million children in
Traq, why we did not rage about

the 17,500 civilians killed in

Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon,
why weallowed one nation in the
Middle East to ignore UN
Security Council resolutions but
bombed and sanctioned all others
who did. And those basic reasons
why the Middle East caught fire
last September—the Isracli
occupaion of Arsb and,the

Tbegan to remember other
extraordinary assaults upon the
USand its allies, miniature in
comparison. Did not the suicide
bombers who killed 241 Ameri-
can servicemen and almost 100
French paratroops in Beirut on
23 October 1983, time their
attacks with unthinkable
precision? It was just seven
seconds between the Marine
bombingand the destruction of
the French three miles away.
‘Then there were theattacks on
US bases in Saudi Arabia, and last
year's attempt—almost successful
it now turns out—o sink the
USS Cole in Aden. And how easy
was our failure to recognise the
new weapon of the Middle East
which no American or Westerner
could equal: despair-driven,
desperate suicide bombers.

All America’s power,
wealth—and arrogance, the Arabs
will say—could not defend the
greatest power the world has ever
Known from this destruction. For
journalists, even those who have
litcrally walked through the
blood of the Middle East, words
dry up here. Awesome, terrible,
unspeakable, unforgivables in the
coming days, these words will
become water in the desert. And
there will be, naturally, inevita-
bly, and quite immorally, an
attempt to obscure the historical
wrongs, the blood, the injustices
tha lic behind the attacks. We
will be told about “mindless
terrorism”, the “mindless” bit
essential if we are not to realise
how hated America has become in
the land of the birth of three
great religions.

Askan Arab about these
thousands of innocent deaths and
he or she will respond, as decent
people should, that i is an
unspeakable crime. But they will
ask why we did not use such
words about the sanctions that
have destroyed he lives of

of Palestinians, the
bombardments and state spon-
sored exccutions, the Isracli
tortures—all these must be
obscured lest they provide the
smallest reason for last week’s
mass savagery.

Israel was not to blame, but
the malign influence of history
and our share in its burden surely
stands in the dark with the
suicide bombers. Our broken
promises, perhaps even our
destruction of the Ottoman
Empire, led inevitably to this
tragedy. America has bankrolled
Israel’s wars for so many years, it
believed this would be cost-free.
No longer so. It would be an act
of extraordinary courage and
wisdom if the US were to pause
for a moment and reflect upon its
rolein the world, the indifference
of its government to the suffering
of Arabs, the indolence of its
current president.

But of course, the United
States will want to strike back
against “world terror.” Who
could point the finger at Ameri-
cans now for using that pejorative
and sometimes racist word
“terrorism”? Many will be swift
to condemn any suggestion that
we should look for real historical
reasons for an act of world-war
scale violence. But unless we do
5o, we are facing a conflict the
like of which we have not seen
since Hitler's death and the
surrender of Japan, Korea,
Vietnam, begin to fade away in
comparison.

Eight years ago, I helped o
make a television series that tried
o explainwhyso many Muslims
had come to hate the West. I
remember some of them, their
families burnc by American-made
bombsand weapons. They talked
about how no one would help them
but god. Theologyvs technology,
the suicide bomber against the
nuclear power. Now we knowwhat
this means. [ (The Independent)
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Pakistan’s choice

The general is damned if he does,

and damned if he doesn’t
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faced with such agrim regional
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more politically correct’ Afighans, and
the demolition of the jihad infra-
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Pakistan’s Kashmir policy.
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OPINION by MARCUS MOENCH

Ametica’s shadow wat

When the middle ground shrinks,
extremism and terror grow.

ainstream America has litle real contact with the rest of the

world and the realities most people face in their everyday life.

For us, food is in the supermarket and the car is in the
driveway. Few starve and almost no one knows what it feels like to wait
hours at a public tap for water. Most Americans live in a world rich in
communications, but limited in information.

Opinions and perspectives from other regions rarely resonate in
America's heartland. During times of crisis people in South Asia often
ask what Americans think of the role our country plays. Few realise
that most Americans are unaware of regional perspectives and issues,
while people here are flooded with information about America. To
most Americans, Nepal has mountains, India has Gandhi, while
Afghanistan has beards and fundamentalists. Although American
society is made up of immigrants often still rooted in their own
cultures, s a society we're driven by interal perspectives and issues.
Access to 100 channels on TV and the World Wide Web doesn't
necessarily imply that Americans are well informed or understand the
rest of the world,

As Tamim Ansary, an Afghan-American writer points out (‘What's
next for Afghans?", p. 14 ) we can't bomb Afghanistan back to the
Stone-Age, it already is there. Furthermore, eliminating terrorists
“and those who harbour them” will involve an ever-widening circle of
countries. Pakistan is now in a cleft stick, caught between elements of
its own population and America's demands. Egypt and many other
Middle-Eastern countries have been walking that tightrope for
decades. Winning the global war will require an ability to understand
address and the contradictions that give birth to terrorism.

Peace flourishes when the middle ground is fertile. This is the
ground in which people can live everyday lives, send their children to
school and hope for better futures. It is a ground nurtured by
governments that serve rather than oppress, and by global economic
systems that create opportunity rather than inequity. When the
present is grim and the future more so, the middle ground shrinks and
the extremes of society, fascism, extreme nationalism, fanaticism, the
oots of terrorism, grow well.

When America entered World War Il, my father-in-law, an active
member of the German opposition whose associates later died in the
attempt to assassinate Hitler, was interned by the US government.
Those with him included Nazis, German Jews, Italians and Japanese.
Little distinction was made between the “good” and the “bad.”
Everyone was locked up together. Something similar may happen
agam Attacks against Muslims and those with Middle-Eastem names
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for Information in the govern-
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have increased.

Winning against terror, however, requires making such distinctions
and continuing to make them as long as the shadow war continues.
The greatest challenge facing both America and many moderate
Muslims may be to maintain and live by our ideals, ethics, tolerance
and generosity as the death toll mounts. This is a tall order. How
many of us can rise above prejudice, as my mother did, and
encourage our sons to marry the daughters of people whose countries
obliterated millions? How many of them can, as my father-in-law did,
move beyond personal injustice to long-term partnership?

How will America move forward? Miltary action appears
unavoidable. The longer-term direction depends on whether or not
America can expand its understanding of the world and develop the
political will to act in accordance with our basic values as attrition
takes its toll. It also depends on the ability of moderate Muslims to
recognise how little America may really understand about them and
to rise above the impact of discrimination or far worse actions. The
ultimate battle is for the hearts and minds of populations. For
America, the media may well be the frontline in this war. Can the
media interest Americans in the rest of the world? 0
(Marcus Moench received his doctorate from the University of
California at Berkeley. He is a co-founder of the Institute for
Social and Environmental Transition, Kathmandu.)

10,000 bin Ladens

George Galloway, the Labour MP for Glasgow Kelvin
speaking in the British House of Commons this week:
©0cccccccecsssssssssccccccssssss
“I have walked in the ashes of cities under aerial attack, buildings under
aerial attack. People being crushed by falling masonry and steel or
incinerated by fire from aerial attack look, sound and smell exactly the
same whether they are in Beirut, the West Bank, Baghdad or Manhattan.

Arabs and Muslims believe, and they are right to believe, that we do
not consider their blood as valuable as our own—as our policy in
decades of our history makes abundantly clear.

| despise Osama bin Laden, the medieval obscurantist savage. The
difference is | have always despised Osama bin Laden. | despised him
when weapons, money and political and diplomatic support was being
stuffed down his throat faster than he could eat it. | said in this building
that though | might be the last man in this building prepared to say it,
that we had been responsible for opening the gates to the barbarians
and that a long dark night would now descend upon Afghanistan. Never
did | speak truer words.

This is not a conflict between the forces of good and a helpfully
turbaned and bearded Doctor Evil Mephistophelian genius who, if only
we could ker-pow in action man comic style, everything would be fine

again. It is not so. Don't mistake that for the feelings of literally tens, if not
hundreds, of millions of people in Arab and Muslim countries that we are
responsible for monumental double standards, and that we consider the
lives of our own people and our friends of a fundamentally different order
of value to the lives of themselves.

We are the friends of the Americans. It is no service to  friend to write
them a blank cheque. That would not be doing a service to the world or to
the United States of America. The only test that matters in this is the test
of whether the action will make matters better or worse. If you launch a
devastating attack upon a Muslim country, killing thousands, you will make
10,000 bin Ladens rise up, instead of the one whose head you have cut
off.

The consequences of bombing Afghanistan would be to kil civilians
and to create more refugees and asylum seekers. | don't know what you will
bomb in Afghanistan, the Stone Age country that we helped to create.
There's nothing there to bomb—the only thing to hit in Afghanistan is
people. And every slain Afghan will be a new banner for new bin Ladens.

If 5,000 people have died in Manhattan, even if 10,000 people have
died in Manhattan and Washington and Pittsburgh, that represents less
than two months of the number of children who have died in Iraq every
single month of every single year for 11 years, according to the United
Nations themselves. The Muslims don't believe you care about that.
Today as we are speaking they don't believe that you care about them, in
some respects they are right.” 1
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

00 Saint Clara A 13-year-old girl enjoys a sudden burst of
supernatural powers. Eventually, she has to choose between
keeping them, or falling in love and losing them. Ori Sivan and Ari
Folman, Israel, 1996. Sunday, 23 September, 5.30pm, Russian
Cultural Centre. Tickets at the venue or ring 537551 for season
tickets. Orgainsed by the Inter-Cultural Film Society.

00 Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

[

EATING OUT

00 Regal Specialities of Nepal Chef Govind KC's menu featuring Nepal's culinary heritage, with
Nepali cultural Until 1! Himalchuli Soaltee Crown Plaza.
273999

00 Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am-2pm. 25 percent off
with Summit Card. 526271

00 Naachghar New menu with kababs and biryani daily. 7pm-10.30pm. Hotel Yak & Yeti.
248999

00 Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ) Appetisers, momos, salad, main courses and desserts, one
complimentary beer. Rs 699 per head. Throughout the monsoon at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488
00 Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per
head. 410432, 414432

00 Dine with the birds and butterfies ~ Chef Sher Shing BBQ, kababs, tandoors, other tradi-
tional cuisine Farm House Café overlooking Shivapuri Reserve. Park Village Resort,
Budanilkantha.

00 La Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque Lunch, tea and dinner with European and American
food, fine wines. Pulchowk. 535290

00 Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner has reopened. Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full
meals at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651

00 Wetand Wild Summer Swimming and buffet lunch. Saturday and Sunday at Godavari
Village Resort. Adults Rs 600, children Rs 350. Taxes extra. 560675, 560775

00 Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts, sports bar. Al week long. Live
band Wednesday, Sunday evenings 6.30-10.00. K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043
00 Dinner and concert Dine with Nepali singers Sapna Shree Pariyar and Suresh Manandhar.
8pm-11pm, except Tuesdays. Far Pavilion, The Everest Hotel. 488100

00 Saturdays at the Malla Swimming and French chef's barbecue lunch. 11am-5pm. The Malla
Hotel. 418385, 410966

USIC
00 Red Sky Walkers at the Rox Abhaya and Dev live, and DJ Neil. Happy hour 6pm-9pm. The
Rox, Hyatt Regency. 491234
00 Great coffee, live music by the Heartbreakers. All September Fridays (7pm-10pm) and
Sundays (6pm-9pm). Himalayan Java, Thamel. 416692
00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin
band on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7pm onwards. Shangri-La Hotel
00 Live Acoustic Music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 9pm
491234

EVENTS

00 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and

Tuesdays 4.30pm-6.30pm, 241163, 242832. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30pm-

8pm, Saturdays 1.30pm, 434024, 434830,

00 Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Races  Biking event—categories for everyone, cash

prizes, trophies and $1950 in bikes to be won. Three races on 10, 17, 24 November. For details,
437437 or www.bikingnepal.com. Himalayan Mountain Bikes, Thamel.

GETAWAYS

00 September at Shangri-La Swimming and lunch for Rs 600, earn Rs 300.
For details call 412999

00 Dwarika's two for one package Two nights accommodation plus
afternoon tea, dinner, breakfasts, massage. Cost per couple US$155nett. -‘
Offer valid till end of September. Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatri-

ates. Rs 1,250 per head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432 g
0 0 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas,

valleys and forests. Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel
Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850 L

EXHIBITION

oo Charcca\ drawings by Chungpo Tsering
Naxal. 413-580

0o Palnungs and sculptures by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14 September-17
October, 11am-6pm. 411122 Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122

14-24 September, 8am-6pm daily. Indigo Gallery,

For inclusion in the fsting send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

BOOKWORM

CivilSocicyinNepal: Opering th Ground for Quesions D i ata
Centre for D G

Rs200

‘Theauthor explores how the idea ofcivil society works i the Nepali context, and examines its
historyand modern ransformationsin Agh[ancpal s polical history. Dahal o sugeest
policy gui lise civil society ional living”, which
hecalls “the hartof democracy,sids inthe procesof democratiaton and devlopcnt,

Nation and National Identity in South Asia SI. Sharma, TK Oommen,
o
Orient Longman, New Delhil, 2000 1

Rs480
Eleven essays explore how the “nation state”, a western concept, is transformed in South Asia.

‘Theauthors ask how the nation state and nationality are conceived in South Asia and how this
conception isaffected by systems of sratification, different traditions of civil society, caste,
thnicity, ribe gender, linguage, region and relgion.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant
and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433
15 percent off-season discount.

parts available. Second hand bikes bought/
sold/hired. New and reconditioned moun-
tain bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain
Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437.
The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning, rafting,
trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Develop-
ment Program, Leadership Courses and many
more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

For Sale One each Casio piano modelCT-
770 (MIDI compatible), Aiwa CD-tape
recorder player, Panasonic VCR. Also other
furniture and household items. All in good
condition, very reasonable prices. Ring
373218 before 9.30am and after 5.30pm.
Gourmet weekend for Nepahs and expamales

Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, tl na-: P i US/ES

trained naturopath. Suitable for specific
health problems and as a preventive
measure. Improves blood circulation and
energy flow throughout the body. 413774 or
email buddhasfeet@about.com.

tional gourmet dinner, transport both ways Rs
1100. 417386, 680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest”, “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043 Best Room in Thamel ~Long-term only.
Private terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe,
shelves. Quiet, private, and a great view.
US$5 per day. Contact John 548119,

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

NEPAL| WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

The monsoon is now truly over. We observed this low pressure
circulation climbing up the Bangladesh delta expecting it to
head towards eastern Nepal. But, lo and behold, the westerlies
have set in and they blew off the clouds towards Burma.

Barring the eastern tarai, distribution of rainfall was normal
and adequate throughout the kingdom. A high pressure system
signifying sunny weather is building up in the Gangetic plains,
but one or two series of mild postmonsoon showers will still
pass over on the tail of a low pressure system over Tibet which
may still draw some stray moisture our way. Meanwhile the
minimum temperature will drop steadily, with the first early-
morning autumn mist on the valley floor.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

- - - -
1
a0 s I I T

AGREFMINE ocas 0
INTERCITY BUS SERVICE
TRIDEVIMARG, KATHMANDU, NEPAL P.0.BOX 1307 FAX 00971 253885 TEL/257544/253885
MAIL: com URL:www.catmando.
Effective from 15th of Sep. 2001
SCHEDULE AND TARIFF

FROM SERVICES DEPTIME ARRTIME FAREUSS$
KATHMANDU F'OKHARA DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:008
KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00S
KATHMANDU CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:00 8:008.

u SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:008.

FROM TO SERVICES DEPTIME ARRTIME FAREUS$
POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:008
POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:008
POKHARA CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:008.
POKHARA SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:008

FROM TO SERVICES DEPTIME ARR.TIME FAREUS$
CHITRASARI(CHITWAN)  KATHMANDU DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:008.
CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) ~ POKHARA DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:008.
SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) ~ KATHMANDU DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:008.
SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) ~ POKHARA DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:008.
GREENLINE PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES
1. DELUXE (FULLY AIR-CONDITON) COACHES.
2. STANDARD COACHES.
3. REFRESHMENTWILL BE SERVED AT RIVERSIDE SPRING RESORT ORMOTE L DUMUNGLING CORRESPONDIG

TOTHE SECTORAND TIMING.

4. PRIVATE TERMINAL BUILDING
5. ADVANCED BOOKING SYSTEM.
6. INSURANCE COVERAGE OF NPR 500,000.00 PER PERSON.

Flghtmg terror
with terror

Drishti, Editorial, 18 September

Who was behind this attack in the US? America has many suspects
in mind but until now they have uncovered no concrete evidence of
the involvement of these people. They have laid the blame on the
doorstep of their old enemy, Osama bin Laden. Itis clear that the US,
with its allies, is preparing to carpet bomb Afghanistan for providing
shelter to bin Laden.

If America is a civilised society, if it believes \njustlce then first
of all it should arrest the people and masterminds behind this attack.
You have no right to put the lives of innocent Afghans or any other
nation in jeopardy just for bin Laden. The support many nations have
shown so far is for the American people and the tragedy they have
faced, this support is not for American policy or the American
administration. In the same way these nations have condemned this
attack and shown support for America, they will support Afghani-
stan if innocent Afghans lose their lives. And they will condemn the
us.

The US destroyed Vietnam. It has stationed its forces in many
countries. It does not have a positive attitude towards Libya, Cuba,
North Korea and other nations where liberation armies are active. It
is moving ahead on the basis of its military might, but this will not turn
world opinion in its favour.

US policy is the main reason for the people who are now
suffering in New York and Washington. The Cubans have shown
support and sympathy towards the Americans in these difficult times
but the US has shown no solidarity for the flood victims in North
Korea, the earthquake victims in Iran or for the people of Belgrade.
What is the reaction of the American people towards these victims?

If the people of America are really for justice, peace and liberty,
and against terrorism, they should put pressure on their government
to change its policies. The thinking of the American people must be
centered on bringing the culprits to justice while at the same time not
jeopardising the lives of thousands of people. If the US government
is intent on bombing other countries in retaliation, then other coun-
tries of the alliance should not support this action. Remember war
does not bring about peace or stability, only more destruction. The
Bush administration must not act in haste or it will create problems
for everyone.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Americamay portray itslfas a superpower, butit s rotting inside. This s evident from recent events.”

Top Bahadur Rayamajhi, Mcmber of Maoists Talks Commitece in Drisi, 18 September 2001.

Monarchy for de-
mocracy

Excerprsfrom an interview with
Girifa Prasad Koirala
Ghatana Ra Bichar, 12 September

In Syangia you called for
‘democratic unity’. What did you
‘mean by that?

partyin parliament and | have
promised him my full support. I will
stick to my promise. The party also
fullysupportshim.

Gods are missing

Chhalphal, 9 September

Changu Narayan Templeislistedas

asuccess. Despite this, Deuba’s
government has proved thatitis
fascist, anti-national and autocratic.
In the hope thata peaceful political
solution would be found, those in
favour of an intetim government,a
constituentassembly and a republic
came forward, but Deuba’s
governmentletloose the Royal

Nepal Army onthese people. This

Weneed unity now, among a World Hertage St Las week, | fuscist
believesin democ- icidols from here thearmyagainsthe peopleusing
racy, constitutional monarchyand | including one of Bhupalendra Malla scenarioasan

the present constitution. I believe it
is time (0 stop bloodshed and
terrorism and bringall political
forces into the constitutional
framework, even the Maoists. The
forces of democracy need to come
tosome kind of understanding for
the nation and democracy. Thisis
swhy I raised this ssue.

What do you think the second
round of talks will be like?

Tt must be successful, or if the
sicuation gets worse, the Maoists
will be held responsible. The
Maoists must stop their activities
before dialogue begins—they
cannot come to talks with ashow
of force. The government has
already shown that it is flexible.
“The Maoists must be prepared to
enter the present constitutional
framework, the Congress will
‘welcome them.

Has the party given the govemment
all authority to stop this meet?
The whole nation is united on this
and asks tha the meeing be
stopped. Everyoneis errified to
even think of the consequences. So
the Congress party asks the
government to take whatever steps
are necessary o stop .

were stolen. Localssay that this is
the work ofa well-organised idol
mafia thatis very active n thearea.
Under the pretext of providing
proper security, a 297-year-old

excuse. Thisisastupid move. We
also request the government to
sctap the many laws and regulations
used to suppress the people. Ifthe
gmemmcmdoesnotc}mngem

wol 1

statue of Bl l and two
other statues of Kali and Bhairab
were removed—in reality, solen.
“The statuesstolen from i site
includein 1975 a statue of Krishna,
in 1977 astatue of Kileswor
Mahadev, in 1980 statueof Surya,
and in 1981, the main statue. “Itis
no coincidence that in the lastsix
weekssecurity here has become
verylax,” says Mohan Bir Shrestha,
chairman of the Changu Narayan
Village Development Committce

Shrestha tellsus that only ten
daysago he wasata metingin
Kathmandu orgunised by UNESCO
called, “How can Nepal recover ts
loststatues.” He realised the
urgency of protecting Changu
Narayan'sstatuary. The day afier
the meeting, he met the Chicf
District Officer (CDO) of
Bhakupurand requested him to
strengthen the sccurity at the site.
Shrestha wastold that for this he
needed to bring the CDO's officea
lener from VDC. The next two

very active because yuayvl:mm be
prime minister again?

Thave become prime minister four
times. The office is not a big deal
for me, it comes and goes. For me
the most important things are my
country, democracy and a constitu-
tional monarchy. Thereis no need
1o place issues of such national
importance on the same level as the
office of prime minister. Tam
workingto bringall believersin
democracy together to get the
country out of the troubleitisin.

holidays, and Shrestha
had decded to present thleter
the following Monday, but before
he could, on Sunday night,the
statues were stolen. Shrestha
wonders fthis wasa coincidence.
King Bhupalendra Malla had
o statues, one of himselfand
another of his wife Bhuvan Laxmi,
erected in front of the doors of the
temple exactly 297 years ago. The
castiron statue of Bhupalendra that
wasstolen was 19 inches high,
weighed almost 50 kgand was gold-

plated. That of his wife was similar,

"“Our party requcsts all Lefe
forces to oppose such autocratic
behaviouron the parcof the
government. We also request our
people’s forces to take whatever
action is necessary to protect
themselvesin such an environment.
Wealso announce that the 21
September mecting has been
postponed, all mectings will be held
on  regional basis now. We request
all peopleand parties to protest
such autocratic behaviour which
worsens the situation and impedes

the dialogue.”

Welcome to Nepal

Deshanter Saprahik, 15 September

It seems nothing gets done in
the Department of Immigration
if you do not bribe someone.
Recently, an employec asked a
foreign woman for a bribe. The
woman pounced on him and
gave him a piece of her mind.
After that, frustrated, she broke
down and cried. Everyone was
stunned for a moment. Then
the woman shouted that she
would never again come to
Nepal and that she really hated
this country.

“This is nothing new—most
foreigners will be able to relate
to this and probably narrate
similar stories. It is an open
secret that department employ-
ces won'tlift a finger unless
bribed. People who do not
offer a bribe are forced into a

tangle of red tape. Eventually
they get frustrated, and give
up.

Tourism industry insiders
say that even as the number of
tourists is drastically decreas-
ing, the Department of Immigra-
tion scems to be doingall it can
to chase away the few who do
come. Most tourists unfortunate
enough to havea run in with
these officials swear they will
never return to Nepal.

Even afier completing all
formalities you need to paya
bribe of anything between
Rs2,000-10,000 for a trekking
license. In some cases the bribe
shoots up to Rs15,000. The
bribe for a visa extension is
anywhere between Rs1,000-
Rs10,000. (Deshanter has named
threc Department of mmigra-
tion employees who it says are
the most corrupt. !

India and Nepal

Dristi, 18 September

Using the Maoist problem as an
excuse, the Indian army has been
active in Nepal for some time.
Now, a high level delegation of
the Indian army has arrived here.
Maj Gen SS Chauhan s the
leader of the delegation. Other
members are Col Raju Bhatia,
Licut Col SG Bhandari, Major
RK Singh and $8 Deb. The
Indian Embassy had asked the
airport authority to allow the
team use the airport’s VIP
facilities. The team also visited
Syangja and neighbouring arcas.

On whose invitation has this
team arrived? What are they
here for2 When are they going
back? The government is not
providing any answers, but
people who work at the airport
authority have stated that they
came on the invitation of the
government. Shouldn’t the
government inform the public
about something like this? That
is certainly the government's
duty. Parfiament i in session and
questions concerning this should
definitely be raised.

L sher Bahadur
I)mmhaveywtmdmdual

and the party’s support?
DNt e s o he
parcy. He was clected leader of the

-\HF.F-‘

“Don’t beafaid. You're only seeing us like ths because
the talksare at Tiger Tops.”

Nepal Samacharpatra, 16 September.

but of bronze. Also gold-plated was
the statue of Chinna Masta Mai

).
‘The next day, Bhupalendra’s
statue was found parially buried in
ahillock 500m west of the temple.
Acowherd was tending to his carle
when he sawsomething buried in

the ground, hastly covered with
leaves and branches. Curious, he
cleared away the leaves and
discovered the idol. He got scared
and called his uncle, who informed
another person, who in turn called
the police. The cowherd was
rewarded with Rs 1,100, and the
VDC hasalso promised hima

reward in the near future.

Maoist demands

Prachanda’s statement:

Saptahik Janadesh, 18 September

“Atatime when the country is
looking fora peaceful way out of
chis present mess, Deuba’s govern-
mentis no following ts own laws
and constitution. The government
is becomingautocratic, dictatorial.
Our team that took parcin the
second round of dialogue had stated
clearly that our party was open to
the idea of scrapping the 21
September meet, f this would in
anyway help to make the dialogue

I.l':'u' g i
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PROFILE

faces in the crowd, spottinga

oudhain the evening. Om
Manichants floating through
the air, turning prayer

wheels, utter lamps, pilgrims
P

prostrating d wanderers

b dfollowi
iaround. And then getting back
home to render their images in
harcoal strokes on white paper.

clusteringaround. No matter the
scason, chis isa magical twilight.
Teisalso when 23-year-old
“Tibetan artist Chungpo Tsering
strolls through thealleys and
around the stupa, drinkingin the
sightsand the atmosphere, a small
sketch book, few charcoals an

AtChungpo's debuteshibition,
25 suchworksare displayed, a
combination of imagination,  firm
hand and a watchful eye. His
charcoal linesand the smudges are
‘measured and strong, brilliant
at times.

And as the surprise of his youth
sinks in, comes another shocker—

pencilat the ready. This is what
Chungpol i

Chungpo hasonly been doing this

Light gravity

Chungpo Tsering’s charcoals are as
much about imagination as reality.

fora year. In this short time, he
has not just mastered the
medium, he has managed o
ground himselfin a place that
sees just how the everyday is
beautiful. In Kora, for instance,
there are three monks and a
beggar-boy, sitting together for
alms. Itis a real life drama that
you see everyday around Boudha,
in the evening, of course. But in
Chungpo’s charcoal you geta
sense of openness and acceprance
of the monks, and the street-
smarts of the young boy. “There
is such a beautiful harmony
between them,” he smiles.

The Lhosar Festival is at first
glancea straightforward drawing
of a flamboyant Tibetan youth
speeding on astalion, trying to
speara target on the ground. But
something in the picture makes
youlook again. And then you
realise that there is an unnerving
stillness in the picture, as if the
artist sensed that the time for
such sport s past, even if its
spiritis alive. The same silence
pervades drawings like the
silhouette of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama carrying the Dorje
and Ghanta, and the sketch
Swoyambhu.

But notall the drawings rely

somuch on the imagination for
their impact. Chungpo often walks
the fine line between depicring
what the mind’s eye seesand
duplicating what simply meets the
eye. Some may not like this—one
viewer at his show was of the
opinion that his work comprises
“copies,” much the same as
photographs. Maybe so, but they
are compelling copies that hincat
the stories behind the people.

Chungpo s very honest about
how many of his works come
about, which parts are drawn
from life and which are inspired
by other representations. In Old
Man From Rolpa, he says that
while he got the face of the man
from a popular postcard, he had
atough time creating the sinew
of the picture. “I'stretched and
strained my neck till I could see
even the small veins in the
mirror. Then I copied them one
by one,” laughs the artist,
adding, “now [ know what my
neck will look like when I grow
old.” And by that time, when
charcoal has rubbed against many
countless sheets of paper,
Chungpo may not even have to
look in the mirror.

Chungpo seems well tuned
into humour, harmony, silence

and action. His drawings, filled
with Tibetoid locations, liveli-
hood, bright faith and smiles,
have the ability to draw viewers
in pondering histories, some
personal, some larger. The smile
on the face of Tingri Sister,for
instance, is extremely intimate,
and ifyou ask Chungpo, he says,
wellit should be, afeer all thatis
the smile of his ister. If Chungpo
decides to only draw family
members at any time, he s well
supplied—he has three brothers
and three ssters. But the young
arist, who grew up in the Dalai
Lama’s Tibetan Children’s
Village in Dharamsala, says he
would have trouble doing his
parents. “I never got to sce them
too well.”

Chungpo trained in carpet
design in the village, and says he
moved to Kathmandu to “find

space for my work and my
innovations.” The boy carried at
the age of two by his father all the
way from his native village Tingi,
i Tibet, to Dharamsala, has come
alongway—home. Hometo
Chungpo nowis “the world of the
arts.” The sofi-spoken artistsays he
wants to “explore the five ele-
ments,” and nextis ol painting, He
doesn’tknow when it will happen,
butitwill. “Tlose track of time
oncel sart meditate on my
drawings,”says Chungpo.

Meanwhile, when the sun
comes up everyday, ina small room
i Boudha the lighes will be going
offand ayoung artistwill b ending
his day. 0

Charcoal drawings by Chungpo
Tering, 14-24 Scplember, Sam-6pm
daily, Indigo Art Gallery.

T REVIEW

by AJIT BARAL

Horses and temples

or years Shashi Shah has

painted horses and Basta

Gopal Vaidya, temples. This
week, a significant body of work
of both artists is on view at the
Siddhartha Arc Gallery.

Ttisa felici bi

protect humanity from dangers,
asa ficting sign of the times. Even
the horses at rest in his paintings
have an ear cocked, as i to catch
the fainest whisper of discon-
tent.

Shah’s horses often seem to

because Shah and Vaidya are two
of Nepals best artists and
unusual for their devotion to
easing out the diverse possibili-
dies of a single theme.

In Shah’s paintings there are
errified horses. Running horses.
Galloping horses. Baying horses.
Leaping horses. Even flying
horses. All of them are afraid,
maybe, of the impending danger.
Shah says he sees the horse, the
incarnation Vishnu takes on to

be in chaotic situations, yet the
colours tell us that the paintings
are really about the equine power
to preserve and reassure. The
soothing calm of blues and
greens, livened up in one instance
by Shah’s kineric red, at others
bya ife-affirming yellow, all tell
us before Shah’s statement does,
that, “no matter what crisis we
face and whatever the dangers
may be, the world is surviving up
to now.” What s important is to

acknowledge that trouble exists,
and that the uni I

Batsa Gopal Vaidya's paintings
provideavivid contrast to Shah's
work. Theeare fields ofsimmering
colours—red orange, yellow, green,
pink—that the ye losesselfin,
onlyto discover slow brushstrokes
that delineate landscapes, and
intricarcly-designed temples.
Vaidya's work does not overtly play
with texture instead, there isa
subtle ayering of images on a flat
surface, much likein thanks, The
influence ofthis traditional painting
isalso evidentin the way Vaidya
wses two converging lines to create
impressions of mountainsand hils

“The depth in his paintings
comesfrom the divsion of the
picture plane into different
segments by rectangular swathes of
colour—not,always entirely
successful. Some of the paincings
Took flat, and the impressionisti

finds away out of ic.
Unlike in his earlier work,
Shah does not play with the thick

impasto he was partial to, which

mysteriousair that Vaidya seems to

beaimingat looks simply overdone

in these works.
Butregardless of these

created sculpture-like relicfin his
work. This time around, he
concentrates on refining the
illusion of distance and depth
created by contrasting colours
and tonal gradations. The horses
retain their characteristic
ruggedness through the use of
paperand glue. His flecing horses
havean ironic and reassuring air
of strength. This solidity echoes
in Shah’s deceptively simple-
looking sculptures of papier
‘macheand iron strings.

the show comes through—a sense
of Nepal'sheritage, mountains,
tivers, forests and, yes, temples.
Putting these two artists
together wasa good idea, and not
just because both are diminutive,
reserved alumni of the ] School of
Artsin Mumbai. Icisalways
interesting tosee the directions
taken by ardsts ike Shah and
Vaidya, two of Nepal's best who
lavishall their atention on one
theme or object.

HAPPENINGS

AMBASSADOR AT CHANGU: Minister Bal Bahadur KC and Japanese
ambassador Mitsuaki Kojima joindly inauguratinga reconstructed pac ac

Changu Narayan on 18 Seprember.

ABOVE GROUND: A firstever open press conference by Maoist negotia-
¢ors (1101) Top Bahadur Rayamajhi, Krishna Bahadur Mahara, Agni
Sapkota speaking to media afier the deadlock in the second round of
negotiations with the government on 14 Seprembr.

TRANSAVIANIGHT: Dutch charter operator Transavia celebracng s
travel agent'saward nightat che Rox Bar. Yogendra Shakya and Subodh
Ranaand Transavia staffin the airline’s distinctive green uniform pose with

the three winners.

HOD'SMINVAININIVOVINNH QVSYad IYe

WOO'SMINTVAININIVOVANK Q¥SYisa WY
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

tisawell-established fact of e that airlines and fine

dining do not necessarily go together. One dos not

fly tocat,just as one does no cat to fly—unless one
is oneselfpersonallya fly in which case one fies while
cating. Royal Nepal Airlins is our national fly carrier,
and whatever elsc one may say about it confidenially in
adult company at the Rox fier  few drinks, culinary
extravaganceis notoneof them.

“Theteis something about the omelette served on
the early morning RA205 shuttle to Delhi chat defies
description. Obviously, s the Great Helmsman himself
instructed, an eggor two had to be broken
tomake that omelette, but which
proportion of what Royal Nepal
considersa “non-vegetarian
breakfast” is actually the
embryo ofa fowlyetunborn
and which proportion should
tightfully belongn the
cracker uni of an ol refinery is
hard to tel.

In factit was only afier [ had
caten halfiay through the styrofoam tray
whileat cruising altitude Somewhere Over the
Western Sector, that I suddenly realised 1 was gnawing

Speaking ofeggs, RA hasn't yer setded which came
first—the egg or the omeletce. Butwe have it on good
authority,viz the Chicken Rights Alliance of South
Asia, that there is going to be strict monitoring of
pouliry farm conditions in the subcontinent to ensure
thatour two-legged feathered friends, (be they broilers
or layers) enjoy the basic rights enshrined in the
Universal Declaration before the time comes for them
o be converted intoairline food. And here we must
also think of he rights of the unborn chicken, the egg,
Chicken rights activistsarealso rightfully up in
arms about fowllanguage that employs poultry
terms like “chicken” when we mean
“coward’—this callously stere-
otypes the essence of chicken
and gives them an unnecessar-
ily negative image. Phrases
like “chick” are ageist and are
used derogatorily to describe
vertically-challenged poultry
and younggirks. “Hen-pecked”is
aninsule o hendomin generaland
animal husbandy in particular, Even
“cocks” getaraw deal when used o refer o twinkies. And

whatof “cockpits”, the arenas where warlike roosters are
detofichtbyh b bleon th

no more at the said omel the

NEPALI SOCIETY

0 you think that great little
s project you had in mind
might be a bit too small for
your status? You're wrong. Just
ask Hajuri Bista. Hajuri, who
comes from a well-to-do family,
was living the normal life of a
Nepali housewife, raising two
children, taking care of her home.
Seven years ago all that
changed into something a little
spicier. The Women Entrepre-
neurs Association of Nepal
(WEAN) was conducting a food
processing training and the then
39-year-old Hajuri decided to give
ita shot. By some odd
happenstance, all 45 trainees
were women, mostly house-
wives with a talent for making lip-
smacking pickles. And it was
there that the idea began to

plastic container. IfI may be o bold as tosay so, the Tewas when the plane had started makingitsdescent | - Simmer—surely this talent that so
receptacle actually tasted more like an egg than the Indira Gandhi ional Airport that the pilot many Nep
lette itself. And swallowing th heil “Ladiesand gentl this i purveyed on a grander scale. Why
Lonion-fl binhenvl h T I ¥ ik not produce hygienic, natural

ylene tetrachlo-

detofiohth i Bleon d

rideitwas hard to keep my tray dand my
seatin an uptight postion for very long without having
to make mad roundtrips up and down the isle to the
foreand aft lavatorics. (This is no mean feat,try it
sometime.)

We
hope you have enjoyed our inflghtservice today, we would
liketoask you tostow your tray tablefor landing, Thatis,
ifyouhaven't atenicalready.”

Nepali-style pickles the way you
‘would for your family, but sell
them?

Itwas a great idea, but it
needed some work. So, training

over, Hajuri, along with Keshar
Shrestha, who was also in the
program, spent the next three
years experimenting with their
traditional recipes and new skills.
The duo decided to bunk down in
Hajuri's kitchen and made every
conceivable Nepali pickle. They
pickled, they tasted, they fed, they
sold and they surveyed to see
which of their concoctions would
have the mostimpact.

MBA students could learn a
thing or two from Hajuri about
how to sell. “I went around selling
the product to people | knew, not
giving it for free as many thought |
would. | was selling it so they

could give me their true opinion on
the product. | took this very
seriously,” says Hajuri.

Hajuri and Keshari invested
Rs 40,000 each, they had only
one assistant and saved on rent
by not moving out of Hajuri's
kitchen. Today, their pickle is a hot
business—their annual turnover is
inthe region of Rs 4.5 million. And

Hot stuft

they're spreading this goodness
around. In their three-room
production unit—in Hajuri's
backyard by now—20 women
make their living creating pickles
that some of us can't live without.
The 17 varieties of tongue-tingling
pickles, marketed by WEAN, are
appropriately called Navaras—
“nine flavours.” Of the five
women who make pickles for the
brand, Hajuri has the most
devoted following. And the good
news is, the humble, if potent
Nepali pickle is going international.
Word is that folks in Hong Kong
are craving this “home-made”
taste. As for Nepali students

abroad, it is impossible to wean
them off Hajuri's pickles.

Hajuri is proud of her suc-
cess—after all, she has converted
something often dismissed as mere
housework into one hot product.
“Nepali women today need to
understand that times of have
changed and we need to exploit our
knowledge," says Hajuri. 1
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