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Weekly Internet Poll  #3

Q:ShouldtheRoyalNepalArmybemobilisedmorefully
tocountertheMaoist insurgency if thetalksfail?
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JITENDRA RAUT IN LONDON

amBahadurKarki spent two years in
the jungles of northernGorkha
district as aMaoist guerrilla.He

donated all his property to the party (he has
receipts) andwould have still been fighting
had there not been awarrant for his arrest,
charginghimwithmurdering civilians.
Friends and relatives arrangedhis flight from
Nepal, and he fled because hewould
otherwise have been killed in a fake
encounterwith the police.

That is Karki�s story. The only thing
wrong is that none of it is true. The 28-
year-old is actually from eastNepal, he
fakedhis residence in the insurgency-
affectedGorkha district to buttress his
appeal for political asylum inBritain.Karki
(not his real name) is amonghundreds of
Nepali economicmigrants in various
European countries andAustraliawhohave
soldmost of their possessions to pay

Hundreds of Nepalis are seeking political asylum
in Europe or Australia. Nearly all are rejected, but
many �disappear� to stay on as illegals.

middlemen, and are trying to get in by
applying for political asylum. In the
process,Nepaliswho are genuinely
fleeing persecution either from the
Maoists or police do not get a
chance.Their applications are
almost always rejected, butmost
�disappear� before that happens.

�The story is a near-perfect
cut-and-paste job which
virtually every Nepali asylum
seeker repeats with a change
here or there,� says an
official involved in the
asylum application screening
process here.

Most of the stories are
the same: �I face prosecu-
tion, even death. I escaped

after friends and relatives arranged tickets
and a passport forme. I don�t remember the
flight number or airline.�

BritishEmbassyofficials inKathmandu
told us there has been a sudden rise in the
number ofNepalis seeking asylum inBritain
in the past few years when there have been
30-35 applications amonth inBritain
alone.Diplomats fromother countries told
us they are seeingmoreNepalis claiming to
be fleeing prosecution and arriving in
Norway, theNetherlands,Germany and
Australia.While two years agomany
Nepalis pretended to beBhutanese fleeing
persecution, now theymostly say they are
targeted byMaoists or police.

Thenumber ofNepalis seekingpolitical
asylum inAustralia last yearwas 95, and the
number this year is down a bit.Many say
they areBhutanese, andmost apply for
political asylumafter their student visas run
out. This year there have been 11 instances
of �unauthorised entry� ofNepalis in
Australia, all by air. The applications are
processedby the independentMigration

ReviewTribunal (MRT), andofficials say
noNepali application has been accepted
although some are still being processed by
an appeals committee.

Nepali sources inSydneysaytherejects
usually�disappear�bythetimethecommittee
decides.What is attractive tomostasylum-
seekers is that theygetallowances, in some
countriesundercertainconditionstheyare
allowedtogooutof theholdingcentresand
canevenworkandearnmoney.

OneNepali inAustralia told us: �If
nothing else the lengthy review and appeal
process allows them to continue staying
there for at least a year, enough time for
anyone to disappear.�

BritishEmbassyofficials inKathmandu
say they aremonitoring the traffic closely,
andhave been trying to plug the loopholes.
For instance, aNepali with amultiple entry
visawouldmail his passport home after
getting toBritain, enabling a friend or
relative to come in on the same passport,
sometimesby changing thephotograph.
Now,British visas have photo identity
pasted on the visas with superglue.

Embassy officials say they are unaware
if any of the recent applicants have actually
beengranted asylum.Thenumbers from
theMiddle East and various eastern

European countries is growing so fast that
it is difficult to keep track. The preferred
country changes depending on prevalent
laws, but at present Britain is the
favourite for Nepalis, along with the
Netherlands, Germany andNorway. In
the United States, most people don�t
bother to seek asylum and just stay on as
illegal immigrants.

InEurope,many arrive on legal student
visas but a small percentage travel with
fake passports and visas, which are either
destroyed upon arrival or recycled by
middlemen. SomeNepalis have now
started reaching Britain overland from
other European countries with Indians,
Afghans and Iraqis.

Alternatively,thosewithimmigrationin
minddestroytheirpassportsandclaim
politicalasylumattheimmigrationcounters�
injust theamountofEnglishneededto
communicatetheir intent.Othershangoutat
theairport loungewaitingtobediscoveredby
officialsandtakentoimmigration.Agents
helpingthesepeopleget therehave instructed
themtosaynothingbut:�Nopassport,no
money,IMaoist fromNepal, facebig
problem,I�mfreenow.�
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BINOD BHATTARAI
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has made up his mind: he is going to expand his
cabinet. The only question is when.Going by the time he took to announce his govern-
ment in July, Deuba may need some more time so his patronage is distributed evenly
among supporters. “You are looking at next week, or even after Dasain,” one senior
minister told us. “He does not decide fast.”
But why now? The main catalyst is the move by Deuba’s arch rival within his party,
Girija Prasad Koirala, to fill key positions in the Nepali Congress Central Committee with
cronies and loyalists. There is no love lost between the two, and Deuba must have
seen this as a personal challenge. Koirala himself needn’t have done it so blatantly.
What it shows is that Congress factions are still at each other’s throats, which was
the reason that despite being a majority party in parliament it has not been able to
govern properly.

A close Deuba aide said a decision on cabinet expansion was imminent, and there
could be as many as 39 ministers. Deuba has a reputation for jumbo cabinets—
during his last tenure 1995-97 he had a record 48 ministers.  To accommodate
supporters, Deuba is even said to be thinking of unbundling larger ministries like
Industry, Commerce and Supplies into smaller units.  There are a lot of impatient
Congressites Deuba needs to reward for helping him oust Koirala.

Koirala says he has given Deuba a free hand with ministerial appointments. “I don’t
care about what others say of my nominees in the central committee,” he told report-
ers in Biratnagar on Tuesday. “And I won’t comment on his pick of ministers in the
cabinet. It’s his prerogative as prime minister.” What most indepen-
dent political analysts hope is that the Congress infighting over
portfolios and power will not erupt at a time when negotiations
with Maoists have entered a crucial stage.

But there is also a more practical reason Deuba needs to expand his cabinet.
Besides being prime minister, he manages nine ministries. Deuba may as well
offload some key portfolios like Foreign Affairs, Defence, and Industry.

Jumbo cabinet
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L E T T E R SL E T T E R SL E T T E R SL E T T E R SL E T T E R S
HIGHER UP
I am extremely surprised by your
reference to Nepalis being down
on the economic ladder in
“Kamikaze” (#60). It is true that the
higher your apartment, the higher
the rent you pay. But it is  definitely
not true that higher the office the
more “important” it is.

How do you judge the
importance of a company? Is
Cantor Fitzgerald on the 100-
105th floors of the WTC more
important than Morgan Stanley
that occupied the lower floors?
The most influential companies in
Manhattan are housed in
buildings less than 30-40 stories
high. And yes, there are quite a
few Nepalis who work in these
premier firms.

Preeti Upadhya,
New York

I QUIT
The Maoist threats against
schools has to stop once and
for all, otherwise I quit. Is
education a big joke? Do the

Maoists want to send this country
back to the stone-age? Do they
want a country which has
achieved 100% illiteracy? They
have been successful in damag-
ing the economy and are not far
from bringing about the total
collapse of the education system.
My message to the Maoists: lay
off schools, leave the economy
alone. We will support you only if
we feel you deserve it.

Birendra “Khambu” Rai
by email

CAPITAL FRIGHT
Your story “Capital fright” (#57) is
right on. Has this government
realised that right to property is
constitutionally safeguarded?

Can our economy sustain
capital flight? Reforms should
begin at home. Let all the politi-
cians first declare their dispropor-
tionate unaccounted and accumu-
lated wealth. How can they ask
Nepalis to  part with their property
if they stole theirs?

BR Nath
Australia

PARSA
The Maoists have torn apart the
interdependence between Nepali
pahadis and madhesis. This could
ignite a conflagration of commu-
nalism. There should be no
boundary called hills and tarai, we
are all Nepalis. If the misdeeds of

Parsa are repeated, we can kiss
the Nepali nation good bye.

“Sankuchy”
by email

HOWMUCHDOWEOWE?
I was shocked to read in
Sudhirendra Sharma’s “How
indebted are we?” (#62) that the
Office of the Auditor General
doesn’t know how much Nepal
owes to multilateral credit agen-
cies. There is no doubt that there
is widespread misuse and
irregularities of foreign aid and
grants, but not letting the Auditor
General know means not telling
the sovereign Nepali people and
their representatives in  Parliament
about the burden of loans upon
them. It is a crime against the
people and the country.

Shiva K Bisangkhe
Patan

CK LAL
Thanks to CK Lal for remembering
the sacrifice of the brave Nepal
Police in “A year after Dunai”
(#62). There may be black sheep
in the police, but they laid down
their lives in Dunai while the
military did nothing to save them.

Buddhi Bahadur RC
Kolkata

I agree with CK Lal (#62) that the
root cause of terrorism is injustice

and alienation of the people. The
maobadis were born because of
the long oppression of poor rural
people. And it is the same
throughout the world: the jihadi’s,
LTTE. Peace can only come
when the laws are equal for
everyone.  Americans should
learn to respect the rights of
people all over the world. The
only antidote to terrorism is equal
justice.

Biggya
by email

I’ve never read anything so
deeply stupid in the Nepali Times
as CK Lal’s “The eagle is
wounded” (#61) a muddle of
smug pontifications on the
terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington which is as twisted
as an argument as the terrorists
own perversion of Islamic
scripture. America is indeed a
flawed enterprise, arrogant, self-
absorbed, decadent.  But it is
other things as well, things not
noted in Lal’s cartoon of it.

Thomas Duddy
New York

This is not the time for introspec-
tion and poetry. We need to heed
America’s call, show solidarity
with her, and bring justice to the
thousands who perished. The
eagle may be temporarily

by JOHN PAUL LEDERACHOPINION

So hope for a great sea-change
On the far side of revenge.
Believe that a farther shore
Is reachable from here.
Believe in miracles
And cures and healing wells.

The Cure of Troy by SeamusHeaney

hough natural, the cry for revenge
seems more connected to social
and psychological processes of

finding a way to release deep emotional
anguish, a sense of powerlessness, and
our collective loss, than it does as a plan
of action seeking to redress the injustice,
promote change and prevent it from ever
happening again.

Always seek to understand the root
of the anger. How do people reach this
level of anger, hatred and frustration?
Explanations that they are brainwashed
by a perverted leader who holds some
kind of magical power over them is an
escapist simplification. Identity-based
anger of this sort is constructed over
time through a combination of historical
events, a deep sense of threat to identity,
and direct experiences of sustained
exclusion. Our response nowmay
reinforce and provide the soil, seeds, and
nutrients for future cycles of revenge and
violence.

Movements that use violence sustain
themselves by a thorough decentralisa-
tion of the power structure, autonomy of
action through units, and refusal to
pursue the conflict on the terms of the
strength and capacities of the enemy.
One of the most intriguing metaphors is
that this enemy of the United States will
be found in their holes, smoked out, and
when they run and are visible, destroyed.
This may well work for groundhogs,
trench andmaybe even guerrilla warfare,
but it is not a useful metaphor for this
situation. This is not a struggle to be
conceived of in geographic terms, in
terms of physical spaces and places, that

Let�s do the unexpected
if located can be destroyed. Quite
frankly our biggest andmost visible
weapon systems are mostly useless.

The genius of people like Osama bin
Laden is that they understand the power
of a free and open system, and has used it
to his benefit. The enemy is not located
in a territory. It has entered our system.
Andyoudonot fight this kindof enemyby
shooting at it. You respondby strengthen-
ing the capacity of the system to prevent the
virus and strengthen its immunity. It is an
ironic fact that our greatest threat is not in
Afghanistan, but in our ownbackyard.We
surely are not going to bombTravelocity,
Hertz Rental Car, or an airline training
school inFlorida.

Realities are constructed. Conflict is,
among other things, the process of
building and sustaining very different
perceptions and interpretations of reality.
This means we have multiple realities
defined as such by those in conflict. In
the aftermath of such horrific and
unmerited violence that we have just
experienced this may sound esoteric. This
fundamental process is how we end up
referring to people as fanatics,
madmen, and irrational. In the
process of name-calling

we lose the critical capacity to under-
stand that from within the ways they
construct their views, it is not mad
lunacy or fanaticism. All things fall
together andmake sense�years of
struggle that used or excluded them,
encroachingWestern values considered
immoral by religious interpretation, or
the construction of an enemy-image who
is overwhelmingly powerful and uses that
power in bombing campaigns and always
appears to win.

The way to break such a process is
not through a frame of reference of who
will win or who is stronger. In fact the
inverse is true. Whoever loses, whether
tactical battles or the �war� itself, finds
intrinsic in the loss the seeds that give
birth to the justification for renewed
battle. The way to break such a cycle of
justified violence is to step outside of it.
This starts with understanding that TV
sound bites about madmen and evil are
not good sources of policy. The most

significant impact that we could make on
their ability to sustain their view of us as
evil is to change their perception of who
we are by choosing to strategically
respond in unexpected ways.

We must understand the capacity
for recruitment�the greatest power that
terror has is the ability to regenerate
itself. What we most need to understand
about the nature of this conflict and the
change process toward a more peaceful
world is how recruitment into these
activities happens. In all my experiences
in deep-rooted conflict what stands out
most are the ways in which political
leaders wishing to end the violence
believed they could achieve it by over-
powering and getting rid of the perpetra-
tor of the violence. That may have been
the lesson of multiple centuries that
preceded us. But it is not the lesson from
that past 30 years. The lesson is simple:
When people feel a deep sense of threat,
exclusion and generational experiences of
direct violence, their greatest effort is
placed on survival. Time and again in
these movements, there has been an
extraordinary capacity for the regenera-

tion of chosenmyths and
renewed struggle.

This is the

reality we face: Recruitment happens on a
sustained basis. It will not stop with the
use of military force, in fact, open warfare
will create the soils in which it is fed and
grows.Military action to destroy terror,
particularly as it affects significant and
already vulnerable civilian populationswill be
like hitting a fullymature dandelionwith a
golf club.Wewill participate inmaking sure
themyth ofwhywe are evil is sustained and
wewill assure yet another generation of
recruits.

Wemust recognise complexity, but
always understand the power of simplicity.
The effectiveness of the attacks on 11
September was in finding simple ways to
use the system to undo it. We must pursue
a sustainable peace process to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and do it now.Nowwe
need the same energy to build an interna-
tional coalition for peace in this conflict that
wehave dispalyed inbuilding international
coalitions forwar.

The biggest blowwe can serve terror is to
make it irrelevant. Theworst thingwe could
do is to feed it unintentionally bymaking it
and its leaders the center stage of what we
do. Let�s choose democracy and reconcilia-
tion over revenge and destruction. Let�s do
exactlywhat they do not expect, and show
them it canwork.

Let�s do the unexpected. Let�s create a
new set of strategic alliances never before
thought possible. The current situation poses
an unprecedented opportunity for this to
happen,more so thanwe have seen at any
timebefore in our global community. If
indeed this is a newwar it will not be won
with a traditionalmilitary plan. Thatwill just
provide themnewmartyrs andnew
justifications. �

John Paul Lederach has served as mediator
in conflicts in the Third World. He is
professor of sociology and conflict studies
at Eastern Mennonite University in
Harrisonburg, VA and a research fellow at
the Kroc Institute for International Peace
Studies at Notre Dame.

Both an army preparing to fight an insurgency or the Americans
tackling terrorists need to understand the nature of the enemy.
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wounded but she will heal. And
then you just watch her soar.

Bishwa V Basnet
Ashland, Mass., USA

READER FRIENDLY
I read Nepali Times regularly on

T

the Internet. I am writing to thank
you for enhancing your site. It is
much more reader-friendly now
and easier to switch to other
Himalmedia magazines.

Khem R Karki
by email
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by CK LALSTATE OF THE STATE

ZERO HOUR
Even Sher Bahadur Deuba’s fiercest critics have been forced to accept that
he has been surprisingly wily during his second term. When he became
prime minister on 24 July, Deuba gave himself one goal and one goal only:
find a negotiated solution to the Maoist insurgency. He has tried to keep his
word, moving single-mindedly in pursuit of this objective.

It is a tight-rope walk. The prime minister is under pressure from his
own party and the palace-military combine not to be too lenient on the
Maoists, but he cannot hurry the underground  leadership for fear that its
radical wing may splinter off. That is why he has been looking the other way
while the Maoists used the time for extortion, threats and setting up parallel
“peoples’ governments”. He even didn’t complain much when the Maoists
held on to 69 captured policemen, and gave fiery speeches against the
monarchy and constitution. But it is clear now that patience is wearing thin
even within Deuba’s cabinet. Last week, the Defence Ministry stepped in to
fire warning verbal salvos against the Maoists.

As we said in this space last week, the Maoists are also feeling the heat
from across the southern border. The Indian foreign minister’s strong
words against Nepali Maoists, the deployment of 10,000 Indian security
forces on the other side of the border to check infiltration, and the sweep of
Maoist safe houses in Siliguri must be giving the comrades the feeling that
the rug is being pulled away from under them.

While this is going on, everything else is on hold. There is a sense of
vapid directionlessness in the ministries. Everyone is waiting for something
to happen, but they don’t know what. The political limbo has translated into
bureaucratic paralysis. One hand of government doesn’t know what the
other is doing. The Defence Ministry statement against the Maoists comes
as a shock to the Home Minister. Other ministers learn of the prime minis-
ter’s land reform plan over the Radio Nepal bulletin the next morning.
Banking sector reforms are stalled. The BPC privatisation is a fiasco. Royal
Nepal Airlines is bankrupt. More than 100 parked buses are damaged by
mobs in Dang. The National Planning Commission is completely out of the
picture.

It is clear that Deuba just can’t multitask, and he’s not letting anyone
else do it. The man is looking after nine ministries—having kept key portfo-
lios like Foreign, Defence, Commerce and Land Reform to himself. The
expected reshuffle may spread the load around, but it still will not resolve
the potentially divisive issue of Deuba’s lack of consultation with his party
and cabinet. Party peers say the prime minister is playing with his cards
unnecessarily close to his chest, and this has led to speculation about
exactly who has his ear. Deuba’s cabinet colleagues have publicly com-
plained that there is little team spirit, and privately they have serious fears
that the prime minister is isolating himself from advice and feedback.

All this could still be excused. You can’t really blame Deuba for keeping
things under wraps. After all, Nepali ministers are a garrulous lot and the
cabinet is as porous as a sieve. Forget about trying to keep any secrets
there, especially sensitive secrets about negotiating strategy. But what
cannot be excused is that the drift may result in the government squander-
ing the goodwill it has earned after the truce went into effect and the peace
talks began.

Negotiations are not the be all and end all. Talks have to go hand-in-
hand with measures to assure the public that the government machinery is
still functioning relatively honestly and efficiently, basic services are still
being provided, the administration still works. The government cannot think
it has hoodwinked the revolutionary women by agreeing to alcohol regula-
tion and doing nothing about it. You can hoodwink some of the people all
the time, all the people some of the time, but you can’t hoodwink all the
people all the time. Sooner or later, they will find out there is nothing they
can expect from parliamentary parties and will opt back for the extreme
solution.

Even if it is to put pressure on the Maoists to talk seriously and resolve
the crisis, Deuba must get his act together. Otherwise the talks will just be
an opportunity to let things go from bad to worse. And we all know where
that will take us.

ost Nepali intellectuals aren�t
seekers of truth. And quite unlike
intelligentsia elsewhere, our

buddhijibis embrace fashionable fads of
the day.

Berating the government and eulogis-
ing the free market are parts of the LPG
(liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation) agenda of the Global
Right. Nepali buddhijibis found little to
worship in the undeveloped markets of
Nepal in the 1990s. Nevertheless, they
took to ridiculing the government.We
saw a torrent of vitriol lashing Singha
Darbar soon after the installation of the
first popularly elected government after
more than three decades.

To be sure, the democratic govern-
ments under Girija Prasad Koirala,
Manmohan Adhikari, and then the
revolving-door coalitions of hung
parliaments after the mid-term polls of
1994, offered little to cheer about. Much
of the criticism�rampant corruption,
naked nepotism, and blatant favourit-
ism�were quite justified. But the
scandals helped check a repetition of
such undemocratic practices by later
governments�duty-free privileges for
MPs have now become history. But
nothing can justify the hurry with which
our exalted buddhijibis becameMaoist
apologists when the �People�s War�
began in February, 1996.

It was an unjust war to begin with,
and it got increasingly
destructive as it spread.
Five years later, terrorism
has played havoc with the
economy, disrupted the
strengthening of local
government, and it has
stretched fragile ethnic
relations to breaking
point. Had the intelligent-
sia contemplated these
possibilities in advance
(parallels fromCambodia
and Sri Lanka were not
difficult to draw) and
cautioned society to the
dangers of ultras using
armed struggle, perhaps
things would have been a
lot different.

But safe in their
perches in Kathmandu,
buddhijibis took sadistic

After the killing and suffering, the prospect of
peace is itself worth celebrating.

Waiting for Dasain
pleasure in lynching the government on the
onehand andglamorising guerrillas on the
other. They didn�t even pause to consider
their stand until theMaoists started to
knock on their doors with extortion threats
inAugust andSeptember this year. But
chance seems to have played its role in
exposing the hypocrisy of theNepali
chatterati. The fadnow is fighting terrorism
�inwhatever form, inwhichever place for
whatsoever reason� alongwith the leaders of
global capitalism.Maoist insurgents have
suddenly becomepariahs even for their
ardent apologists inNepalimedia and
academia.

Speaking to a select audience at
Baggikhana last Friday, Prof Richard
Rorty of Stanford University emphasised
the role happenstance plays in political
development. Nepali history is replete
with example of the ripple effect of events
elsewhere in the world. The withdrawal
of the British Empire from South Asia in
the aftermath ofWorldWar II precipi-
tated the fall of Rana Oligarchy in 1950,
and the crumbling of the BerlinWall
coupled with undeclared economic
blockade imposed by India helped build
democracy in 1990.

The recent surge in anti-terrorist
rhetoric too followed a similar historical
imperative�the cataclysmic horror of 11
September.BlackTuesday suddenly
transformedmanyNepali intellectuals into
anti-Maoistwarriors. To curry favourwith
theAmericans and score brownie points
over Pakistan, India is trying towhip up
frenzy against terrorism in the SouthAsian
region. India�s foreignminister Jaswant
Singh found it strategically expedient to
lump theLTTEandMaoistswith the
jihadis ofKashmir.Neat trick, considering
that the first twoowea lot to Indianacquies-
cence, ifnotoutrightcollaboration.But,hey,
theCIAproppeduptheTalibantoo.

Then reports started coming in that
our southern border is now being
watched by 10,000 of India�s elite
security forces. It is not as easy as it used
to be for the Maoists to cross the border
and run training camps in the hospitable
terrain of a friendly neighbouring coun-
try. We therefore started talking about
the degeneration in theMaoist insur-
gency. Actually, after agreeing to the
release of abducted policemen, I have
sympathy for the corneredMaoist
leadership.

Maoist terror tactics have been
refined over the last five years and less
vicious in last three months. They don�t
hack their opponents to pieces as they
often did. Instead of mass murders,
Maoists are carrying out mass meetings.
This is not degeneration. Despite the
glamourisation of the war by fashionable
lefties and the fecklessness of successive
governments in SinghaDarbar, the
Maoist war is burning itself out.
Hemmed in by Indian security forces
from three sides, not tolerated anymore
by the Royal Nepal Army,Maoists now
have nowhere to go but to the negotiat-
ing table. It�s up to the government to
bring them gently into the mainstream.

ButmorethanaccommodatingPushpa
KamalDahalandDr.BabuRamBhattarai
intoministerialberthsthroughtheback-door
ofaninterimgovernment,thechallenge
beforeSherBahadurDeubais torehabilitate
Maoistguerrillacadre.Absorbingtheminto
thearmedpolice forcemaybea likely
solution�afterall, formerhuntersmakegood
conservationists.But itwill require ideological
detoxificationofyouthsraisedonhate.

AddressingMaoist grievances about
oppressions of ethnic, gender and
untouchability, andworking to eradicate
social ills like drunkenness and gambling
won�t need a violent revolution.Adminis-
trative sincerity, commitment to reform
and social justice can produce the same
result. And it will bemore sustainable than
transitory transformations theMaoists
have been able to enforce out of fear.
Political powermay sometimes come from
the barrel of a gun, but social transforma-
tion does not happen thatway.

Perhaps therewill be peace byDasain,
but the governmentmust display its will to
keep it. As KPBhattarai pointed out in a
manner so uncharacteristic of him, loose
talk about an interimgovernment or a new
constitution canweakendemocracy.
Bhattarai admonishedhis favourite acolyte
SherBahadurDeuba innouncertain
terms: if it ain�t broke, don�t fix it. Before
the task of constitutional amendment can
be takenup, the priority for government
will lie in firstmaking it prevail. Establish
the legal process of constitutional amend-
ment before tinkeringwith it. After the
killing and suffering, the prospect of peace
is itself worth celebrating. �
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to patrol areas where there are
statues of value, Shrestha doesn�t
see what else he can do. �Given the
large gap in the economic condition
and intellectual status of theNepali
people, it�s difficult to domuch.�

Shresthaandhiscolleaguesdo,
however,hopethestatuewill return
to its rightful, ifnotoriginalplaceone
day�underatownrestoration
projectDhulikhel isplanningtocarry
out, themayorhopes tobuilda
separate temple for the statue. �The
godswouldtrulyhavereturned,
then,�smiles themayor.

InChanguNarayan, thepriests
lay part of the blame for the
disappearance of statues on the
guthis. Initially localwatchmen
took turns to guard the temple area
andwere paid for their service in
kind,with grain. But the guthis
stopped the practice and decided
to pay them a sum in cash that can
only be described as nominal. As a
result, saysRajopadhyaya, the
watchmenare simplynotmotivated
to look out for their charges.

The dozen or so policemenwho
patrolled the area after the earlier
thefts has nowdwindled to two,
after theywere dispatched to other
parts of the country to tackle the
Maoist insurgency.

�It isn�tonly thetemplecomplex,
butthesurroundingneighbourhood
too thatwehave topatrol,� saysone
ofthepolicemenonduty.

Where the stolen itemswill
landup is anybody�s guess. Accord-
ing to INTERPOL, only five to ten
percent of all stolen cultural
property is ever recovered. Some of
these idols, worshippedby genera-
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tions ofNepalis, lie in art galleries,
museums andprivate collections in
Europe or theUS.A1990
Sotheby�s catalogueonHimalayan
AndSoutheastAsianArt showed a
15th century sculpture of Laxmi
Narayan.The sculpturewas lifted
fromPatko tole of Patan in 1984.
Another stone sculpture fromPatan
is in theDenverMuseum in theUS.
And theGuimetMuseum inParis,
one of theworld�s leadingmuseums
displayingSouthAsianArt has an
11th century idol ofUma
Maheswor, stolen in 1984.Nepal�s
laws governing ancient art prohibits
the departure of any itemmore
than a hundred years old.

�It used to be just there,� says a
resident ofBhaktapur�sNasamana
Tole, pointing to an empty,moss-
covered niche. Just a couple of
yards away from the spot is a fake
statue of LaxmiNarayan,made to
replace the original 800-year-old
black granite LaxmiNarayan statue
thatwas stolen in 1984.According
toBangdel�s book, eight other
sculptures aremissing from the
immediate vicinity.More than
aesthetic works of art, the idols
have a deeply religious significance.
Theywerenever justmuseum
pieces, but part of the everyday lives
of thousands ofNepalis.

Art watchers estimate that over
1,000 artworks have been smuggled
out of the country,many in the 70s
and80s.The remaining idols in
Patan,Bhaktapur andKathmandu
have beenplacedbehindugly iron
bars or cemented to the ground to
deter thieves. But this hasn�t
prevented a spate of art thefts in

recentmonths, including the loss of
Buddha images fromSwayambhu
MahaVihar, and statues fromPatan
DurbarSquare andChobar.And
those are only the ones that have
been reportedas stolen.

Because the trade in stolen art
invariably takes place across
borders, with statues and objets
d�art changinghands inmany
countries before reaching a final
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Not missing
As the third round of talks get underway, both the government
and the Maoists appear to be giving a little. On 2 October, 17
policemen detained by the Maoists were released in Surkhet
under the auspices of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). The policemen were later transferred by
the ICRC to the regional headquarters of the Nepal Police in
Nepalgunj. Last week, the Maoists released the most
prominent hostage Dev Raj Joshi, former Nepali Congress
MP from Bajura who was abducted in early July and feared
dead. Now the pressure is on the government. The Maoists
want their comrades, including leader Matrika Yadav re-
leased, and information on where their 69 missing com-
rades are as a precondition for dialogue. The Home Ministry
spokesman told us that, “the process of releasing detainees
from the government side is on.” However, it appears the
government has no clue about Maoist central party member
Danda Pani Neupane, who disappeared in May 1999.
Neupane is not on the government’s list of Maoists detained
or killed. Before the 17 policemen were freed, the govern-
ment said the Maoists were holding 189 hostages, including
69 policemen.
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ISDP extended
The government has extended the Integrated Security
Development Programme to six more Maoist-affected
districts. That takes the number of districts where the army
will be partially deployed to deliver the government’s hearts-
and-minds program to 13. Early this year late King Birendra
approved deploying troops to build roads and carry out
development work in Gorkha, Rukum, Rolpa, Jajarkot,
Salyan, Kalikot and Pyuthan—the seven districts hit hardest
by the Maoist insurgency. Fashioned after the US Army’s
Vietnam-era counter insurgency strategy, the ISDP has been
extended to Dolakha, Ramechaap, Dailekh, Surkhet, Dang,
and Lamjung. Says Dr Jagadish Chandra Pokharel National
Planning Commission member, “The army, police and
development workers in these district are assessing the
area’s needs according to which programs will be carried
out.” The Maoist say the on-going peace talks cannot pro-
duce results if the government does not scrap the ISDP and
withdraw other policies aimed to muzzle the insurgency.
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Nepal Oil Corruption
Vehicle owners better watch it. Those substituting cheaper
kerosene for diesel to operate their  vehicles may not get
away with it for much longer. Subsidised kerosene costs a
mere Rs 17 per litre, compared with diesel, which sells for
Rs 26.50. Nepal Oil Corporation officials suspect the substi-
tution may be accounting for about nine percent increase in

demand for kerosene, and a corresponding 30 percent drop
in diesel sales since last month. NOC says it has intensified
its anti-adulteration checks. A night bus was recently caught
in the act—tanking up with kerosene instead of diesel at a
local gas station. Some refuelling stations in Kathmandu
have been found doing the same. Transporters are aware
that using kerosene could damage their engines—and
pollute more than diesel does—but claim the money they
save makes it worth the extra maintenance costs. The
government pays Rs. 3 for every litre of kerosene NOC sells
to the general public.
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E-shradhas
E-commerce may be out but E-shradha is in. Shradha
Online, started by Web Park Nepal, allows Nepalis in any
corner of the world to make arrangements for the annual
rites performed to appease the spirits of departed kin without
having to be in the country for the purpose, electronically of
course. Interested individuals don’t have to fly to the banks of
the Bagmati, they can simply forward family details via Web
Park Nepal’s site and a Bahun priest at Pashupatinath will
do the rest.

Web Park captures the religious ceremony on digital
camera, posts the footage on the web, and gives the be-
reaved a password to view it. All this for $150.

buyer, international regulations can
provide somedegree of protection
to artefacts, even if they are not
well-protected at home.Onemajor
international legislation is the 1970
UNESCOConventiononthe
meansof prohibiting andpreventing
the illicit import, export, and
transfer of ownership of cultural
property.Nepal ratified the
convention in 1976, and there are
currently 91 signatories to it. It will
help if countries with important art
markets like Japan,Germany, and
theUnitedKingdom join as full-
fledged state parties.

The1995UNDROITConven-
tion on Stolen or Illegally Exported
CulturalObjects and other
international legal instruments on
illicit trade deals with the issues
insufficiently coveredby the
UNESCOConvention. In late
August,UNESCOorganiseda
symposiumon the illicit trade in
cultural property,which recom-
mended creating awebsite to be
managedby theDepartmentof
Archaeology to raise international
awareness about themissing
cultural property ofNepal, and
establishing of a tri-partite investi-
gatingcommission, including
representatives of theDepartment
ofArchaeology, the divisionof
customs and theNepal Police.

The symposiumalso adopted
what it called theKathmandu
Declaration,urging thegovernment
to update laws against trafficking in
heritage property. As part of its
awareness raising campaign to
protect cultural heritage,UNESCO
has issued postcards of stolen
culturalobjects, somemorethan
1,500yearsold. (See illustrations.)�
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Left to right:Gold-plated statue
ofBhupatend. raMalla being
reinstatedatChanguNarayan;
this seated sixth centuryBuddha
stolen fromPatan in 1985has not
been recovered; this 12thcentury
imageof Shiva andParvati stolen
fromDhulikhel in 1982was
returnedby theMuseumfur
IndischeKunst, Berlin and is
now inPatanMuseum; a stone
sculptureofBhupatendraMalla

There�s not much left to steal from Nepal�s temples,
but international art-theft cartels continue to try.
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by DANIEL LAKHERE AND THERE

Quetta, Pakistan: There are times
when Iwish I�d followedmy father
into theworld of business, or joined

the army, or became a beach
bum inAustralia.This is

one of them. It�s not
that covering the

biggest news
story of the
newcentury

ismakingme
tired, or

doubtful. It�s not
even that I�m away

fromNepal,my friends
andmyfamily.

No,what is
troubling iswhat I�m
seeingon the ground
zero ofworld journal-

ism.Here inPakistan, a 1,000-strong contingent of newspaper, radio and
television reporters are laying siege to a country, and sometimes, to a
religious faith.Theirweapons aremoney, technology and self-assured
ignorance.Here in thewildwest of Pakistan, a usually quiet backwater is
foamingwith impatient reporters and rapacious television crews.The only
five-star hotels in town, awonderfully designed place called the Serena,
seethes with the press pack in full cry. It begins on theway in from the

The truth and nothing but�
airportwhen a perfectly niceman fromMiami, a photographer, tellsme
that he is afraid for his life, that he sees hatred and zealotry in the bearded
faces all around him. �They hate us,� he tellsme. I wonder aloudwhere he
gets his impressions and information and I suspect itmay be his govern-
ment, aword in his ear as he comes through Islamabad orWashington.

The Pakistani authorities have decreed that no foreign journalist can
leave the SerenaHotel without an armed guard. It�s ameasure to ensure
our safety, and to head off potential diplomatic embarrassment for Pakistan
thatwould accompany attacks on themedia. Butmany ofmy fellow
journalists see it as proof that the streets are anti-Western no-go areas just
waiting to get involved in SamuelHuntington�s clash of civilisations. Tobe
fair, there are also some here who knowwhat they�re about, who see the
complexities in the streets ofQuetta, the challenges before Pakistan. They
do the good journalism, theywrite the truth, they truly enlighten their
fortunate readers and viewers.Theywork forAmerican, French andother
media outlets and their work speaks for itself; no need to list their names
here, but they are the ones who don�t use phrases like �war against terror�
and �global coalition� and �fundamentalist pariahs.�

This is a timewhendecent journalism should not be at a premium.
Governmentsmakingwar on terrorists are not allies of the press atmo-
ments like this; they are interested parties withmessages to get across.No
matter howmuchone despises the events of 11 September, emotionmust
not get in theway of impartial journalism, driven by universal principles of
getting asmuch true information as possible to the public. Themediamust
not don uniforms, identify with one side or the other, or allow itself to be a

conduit for any side�s propaganda.The organisationwhere I cutmy teeth
as a reporter, BBCWorld Service Radio, is still a paragon of this
attitude.Until recently, the use of theword �terrorist� was banned there
on thewholly defensible principle that it was judgmental, subjective and
nothelpful in explaining events.

What�s coming the next fewdays, weeks andmonths is not going to
be pretty, nor will it be easy for anyone at the centre or the periphery of
this conflict. The troublewon�t endwhen the dust settles from the
bombs,missiles or helicopters evacuating ground forces at the end of a
mission. It will just be starting. An attack on theTaliban regime of
Afghanistan looks fairly simple onpaper;Americanmilitarymight and
technology against zealous students and fanatical fighterswith only a few
small arms and rocket launchers. The temptation for the international
media, which by and large is not living up to the challenges of the
moment,will be vilify theTaliban, by implication glorifying the other
side.

Yes, the bearded zealots of Kandahar have grotesquely violated the
human rights ofAfghanwomen, andapparently they�ve givenunquestion-
ing shelter and support to a hatefulmanwho enables the death of
innocent people. But there are amultitude of perceived sins committed
or permitted byAmerica that enrageMuslims. If we�re to avoid the
poisonousminefield implicit in acceptingHuntington�s civilisational
clash, we need ourmedia to guide us.

Toomany ofmy colleagues, I fear, are not up to the task.�
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On the ground zero of world journalism, too many of us are not up to the task.
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RAMYATA LIMBU
t�s lateafternooninthecourtyard
oftheChanguNarayantemple.
Dogs lie listlessly inthesun,and

pigeonsfeedongrainasvisitors
wanderaroundthepremisestakingin
thestonesculpturesandminiature
carvings thatdateback to the
Lichhaviera.

AcoupleofcuriousDutch
tourists joinacrowdofonlookers
watchinglocalworkmenstruggleto
reinstate a statueon itspedestal in

frontofthemainNarayantemple.
Onenight lastmonth, thegold-

platedstatueofBhupatendraMalla
andtwoother imagesdisappeared
fromthetemplecourtyard.

ThestatueofBhupatendraMalla
was foundthenextdaybyacowherd,
partiallyburied ina forest abouta
kilometreaway,andwasreinstated
thisweek.Thetwoother imageshave
notbeenrecovered.

Directedbythetemplepriests,
theworkmenweldandcementthe

statueto itsmoorings,afterwhich
theyattach ironbarsall aroundit,
replacing the iron latticewindow
around the almost 300-year-old
statue ofBhupatendraMalla and
his queen.

�We�re trying tomake it as secure
aswecan.But there�snoguarantee
thatpeoplewillnot tryagain,� says
ChakraDharaNandaRajopadhyaya,
a templepriest.

Thefirst theft intwentyyears�in
the late70sandearly80s four statues
disappearedfromthetemple
complex�hasreinforcedtheneedfor
caution.Nandaandothertemple
insidersarebecomingusedtothe
suspiciousglancesofvisitorswho
wonderwhytheyhoveraroundthe
statues at all times.

�Ten to fifteen people live
inside the temple complex and
theyhave twopolicemenpatrolling
the vicinity,� says a bystander.His

brother found the statue in the
nearby forest the day after it was
stolen. �Probably it was too heavy
to carry far,� he conjectures.

JürgenSchik, a connoisseur of
Nepal�s traditional art, says almost
90 percent of rare idols, as well as
those of exceptionally high
quality have left the country since
the 1960s, and those that remain
are less important or simply

cannot be uprooted.
SchickfirstarrivedinKathmandu

in1973asa tourist, andwas struckby
thewealthofcultureconcentrated in
KathmanduValley.

His aimof putting together a
comprehensive bookdetailing the
Valley�s heritage changedwhenon
his travels he began to notice empty
niches, holes in templewalls and
mutilated statues�thework
of professional, international
art-theft groups.

Photographsofnumerous
HinduandBuddhist images taken
by Schik during his travels in the
Valley in the early 80s feature in the
1989bookbyLainSinghBangdel,
art historian and former vice-
chancellor of theRoyalNepal
Academy, Stolen Images ofNepal
(RoyalNepalAcademy).

Schick�s ownbook,TheGods
are Leaving theCountry:ArtTheft

fromNepal,was published in
German the same year and carried
pictures and accounts of someof
the stone and bronze sculptures
that disappeared fromNepal in the
70s and80s. AnEnglish versionwas
published in1997.

Thework of both, one an
academicwhose research spans 30
years and the other an avid art
watcherwho spent seven years
painstakinglydocumenting the
Valley�s icons, is detailed proof of

In the land of gods, thieves have a field day
the plunder ofNepal�s 2,000-year-
old cultural history. In the absence
of reliable records at theDepart-
ment ofArchaeology, the two
books are the only existing
evidence that enablesNepal to
claim that cultural artefacts works
havedisappeared from the country.

LikeBangdel�s book, the aimof
Schik�s book�apart fromprovid-
ing evidence of the theft�is to
change the purchasingpolicies of
western collections and lay the
ground for the return of stolen
artefacts. �The 90s have experi-
enced less art theft. I guess there�s
notmuch left to steal, and
attitudes are changing too.The
market is shrinking,� says Schick.

InAugust 1999, basedon
details in Stolen Images ofNepal, a
privateAmerican collector returned
four idols.The images�aninth
centuryBuddha image from
BhinchheBahal Patan, a 10th

centuryGarudasanaVishnu image
fromHyumat tole inKathmandu,
themutilated head of a 12th

centurySaraswati image from
Pharping and a 14th century Surya
image fromPanauti�sTriveni
Ghat�arenow in theNational
MuseumatChhauni.

An imageofUmaMaheswor
whichdisappeared fromWotol in
Dhulikhel in 1982was returned
last year by theMuseumof Indian
Art Berlin andnow lies in the
PatanMuseum,whereDhulikhel
residents feel it ismore secure than
it would be in a temple. (See
�Return of the gods,� #5) �Given
the insecurity of our openly-kept
statuary, I don�t think it is a good
idea to reinstate it in its original
location, yet,� says Bel Prasad
Shrestha,mayor ofDhulikhel.He
doesn�t discount the possibility of
the statue being stolen again.

Over the years, numerous idols
havedisappeared from in and
around the area.Other than
improve the lighting in temple
complexes and alert the police and
ChiefDistrictOfficer of the need
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by PUSKAR BHUSALSOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

Statutory skirmishes

ne of the last things one
would have expected to
see under a constitution

drafted by a panel headed by
someone who went on to
become chief justice is the
Supreme Court struggling to
establish its supremacy.

In a society suffocating in the
vapours of vows broken over the
12 years since the restoration of
multiparty politics, a healthy
dose of judicial activism has kept
the citizenry alive.

Whenever the national
conversation on anything crosses
a decibel threshold determined
by civil society, Nepalis know
they can expect the gavel to fall
in court. To be sure, the
SupremeCourt has infuriated
almost everybody in the course
of interpreting the letter and
spirit of the constitution. By
progressively restricting the
primeminister�s prerogative to
dissolve the House of Repre-
sentatives in cases spread over
governments led by all three
major parties, the top court has
shown its commitment to staying
above the political fray. By
striking down the provision of
pensions for formerMPs, a deal
struck in one of those rare
moments of genuineNepali
political camaraderie, the
judiciary has made a lasting
impact on the livelihoods of a
tribe that has increasingly come
to view a full legislative term as a
rarity. By pulling up the govern-
ment, albeit circuitously, for

trying to foist the citizenship
amendment bill on the palace in
the formof a finance bill, the
justices have underscored the great
premiumtheyput ondueprocess.

Our justices would not be
unjustified in equating criticisms
emanating from all political
quarters with commendation for
their conduct. Moreover, the
value the judiciary has put on its
independence has inspired other
organs of the state to become
more assertive. This passionate
pursuit of primacy, however, has
sometimes turned into a
pernicious form of power
struggle. We have reached a
stage where heads of constitu-
tional bodies have become
embroiled in bitter turf wars.
The Supreme Court had to walk
a tightrope a fewmonths ago in
the Attorney-General vs Com-
mission for Investigation of
Abuse of Authority on a case
concerning a denomination of
Indian banknotes that is not
legal tender in Nepal. The
people could be forgiven for not
being able to figure out which
side won. In the recent dispute
over the government�s decision
to freeze land transactions, the
court had the disadvantage of
having to deliver a ruling after
the order was rescinded. The
enduring value of the verdict
nevertheless lies in its admoni-
tion to the head of government
that he cannot rule by decree
from the podium of parliament.

During the Lauda Air

investigations, the CIAA and the
primeminister�s office were
locked eyeball to eyeball over
issues of sphere of duty and
executive privilege. After
launching amucky smear
campaign in themedia and
hurling wild allegations of dirty
tricks, each side eventually had
to find a face-saving formula in a
sealed letter strongly reminding
the other about its rights and
responsibilities.

The struggle for institutional
superiority flared up on another
front last week. By declaring
illegal the way in which the
MPs� constituency development
fund is being administered, the
apex court has dealt a further
blow to our representatives. The
verdict made no distinction
between popularly elected
members of the Lower House
who are constrained to nurse

their constituencies, and
indirectly elected/nominated
MPs of the Upper House who
are under no such compulsion
but enjoy a longer and more
secure tenure. But that�s not the
part that lowered the morale of
our Lower House luminaries.
The ruling came at a time when
lawmakers of all persuasions in
both chambers wanted the fund
raised from Rs 1 million to Rs
10 million a year per member.

Convinced that revenge is a
form of justice when a ruling is
devoid of leniency, irate legisla-
tors launched an instant
counter-offensive. Some have
called for the impeachment of
the justices who delivered the
verdict. Moreover, with parlia-
ment debating whether to grant
the CIAA the additional author-
ity of investigatingmembers of
the bench, the tables have been

The Supreme Court, the CIAA, the prime minister�s office, and MPs are all battling
for primacy. And it is getting a little spooky.
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FESTIVAL OF SOUTH ASIAN DOCUMENTARIES

FILM SOUTH ASIA �01
4–7 October, 2001 (Thursday to Sunday), Russian Cultural Centre, Kathmandu

Tickets (Rs 25 per screening) available at:  Mandala Book Point, Kantipath (227711/216100); Suwal Music 'n Movies,
Lazimpat (421522); Saraswati Book Centre, Pulchowk (521599); and Patan Dhoka Kitab Pasal, Patan Dhoka (548142).

Friday, 5 October HALL A

The Art of the Impossible: 11:00 am
A Portrait of V. P. Singh (45')
India, 2000, dir - Juliet Reynolds
The man and his Mandal

Where RU on ICQ (6') 12:05 pm
India, 2001, dir - Avinash Roy
Chatting on the Internet

Turf Wars (41')
India, 2001,
dir - Sanjay Barnela and Vasant Saberwal
It�s park vs. people

Scribbles on Akka (60') 2:00 pm
India, 2000, dir - Madhushree Dutta
Life and times of an ancient ascetic

She Wants to Talk to You (28') 3:20 pm
Nepal/USA, 2001 dir - Anita Chang
Nepal�s women in A�mrika

Naheed�s Story (22')
Pakistan, 2001, dir - Beena Sarwar
She wants to dance but...

Shere Punjab (11') 4:40 pm
India, 2001, dir - Rahul Das
At the roadside dhaba

Bengalis in the World of Fish (29')
India, 2001, dir - Nilanjan Bhattacharya
Culinary delight

The Bee, The Bear and 5:30 pm
the Kuruba (63')
India, 2000, dir - Vinod Raja
The tribal, the forest and the modern man

HALL B

Let Me Also Come 11:10 am
To School (56')
India, 2001, dir - Simantini Dhuru
The state of school education

Cricket Lives in Lahore (13') 12:20 pm
Pakistan, 2000, dir - Farjad Nabi
Bowled over

My Migrant Soul (35')
Bangladesh, 2000, dir - Yasmine Kabir
A Bangladeshi worker in Malaysia dies

Freedom! (60') 2:00 pm
India, 2001, dir - Amar Kanwar
Environment, Indian centre and periphery

Jari Mari: Of Cloth 3:15 pm
and Other Stories (74')
India, 2001, dir - Surabhi Sharma
Mill workers in Bombay are laid off

Paper Flowers (25')
India, 1999, dir - Rajiv Krishnan
Eunuchs at work

Guhya (55') 5:40 pm
India, 2000, dir - Kirtana Kumar
The woman and the goddess

Sunday, 7 October HALL A

The Quest for Peace 10:00 am
in Nagaland (33')
India, 2001, dir - Bharat Bhusan
Why the Naga problem and where to ?

Pakistan and India under the Nuclear
Shadow (32')
Pakistan/India, dir - Pervez Hoodbhoy
Deadly footage of confrontation-in-making

Aamala (22') 11:25 am
Nepal, 2000, dir - Elizabeth Snider
Mustang mother�s preoccupations
All the World�s My Stage (25')
US/India, 2001, dir - Farah Deba
Famous literary names speak
The Play Is On... (52') 12:35 pm
Kashmir, 2001, dir - Pankaj Rishi Kumar
Performing in a troubled land
The Killing Terraces (62') 2:30 pm
Nepal, 2001, dir - Dhruba Basnet
Face-to-face with the Maoist insurgency

The Dream (35') 3:45 pm
India, 2001, dir - C. Saratchandran
School with a difference

Now That�s More Like a Man (35')
Pakistan, 1999, dir - Farjad Nabi and
Maznar Zaidi
Pakistani women talk about their men

A Rough Cut on the Life 5:15 pm
and Times of Lachuman Magar (39')
Nepal, 2001, dir - Dinesh Deokota
A naughty old man

HALL B

Our Boys (42') 10:15 am
Bangladesh, 1999, dir - Manzare Hassain
Boys talk about boys

Colours Black (30') 11:10 am
India, 2001, dir - Mamta Murthy
Child abuse in Bombay

Their War (50') 11:50 am
Bangladesh, 2001, dir- Afsan Chaudhary
Women revisit the 1971 war

Highway to Hell (38') 12: 45 pm
Nepal/India, 2000, dir - Meera Dewan
Nepali girls are trafficked to India

Saturday, 6 October HALL A

Michael Jackson Comes 11:00 am
to Manikganj (57')
South Asia, 2001, dir - Nupur Basu
Satellite television invades South Asia

We Have the Same 12:15 pm
Kind of Blood (41')
Nepal, 2001, dir - Berit Madsen
The Dalit is bewildered

Abhimanyu�s Face (27') 2:00 pm
India, 2001, dir - Ranjan Palit
A passion for Mahabharat�s Abhimanyu

In Search of Meera�s Buddha (29')
India, 2000, dir - Murad Ali
Sculpted Buddha heads for the hills

Between the Devil and 3:20 pm
the Deep River (65')
India, 1999, dir - Arvind Sinha
Woe, the embanked river

Between the Lines (11') 4:45 pm
India, 2000, dir - Parvez Imam
The stranded Bangladeshis of Delhi

King for a Day (33')
Bangladesh, 2001, dir - Alex Gabbay
Clinton is coming ... so what?

We Homes Chaps (70') 5:50 pm
India/Nepal, 2001, dir-Kesang Tseten
Old boys talk and talk about school

HALL B

Amir: An Afghan Refugee 11:10 am
Musician�s Life in Peshawar (60')
Pakistan, 1985, dir - John Baily
Revisiting a past

Sunrise Radio (17') 12:20 pm
India/UK, 2001 dir - Shai Herdia
London listens to South Asia

King of Dreams (30')
India, 2001, dir- Amar Kanwar
What�s on man�s mind?

Born At Home (60') 2:00 pm
India, 2000, dir - Sameera Jain
North Indian midwifery

A Sun Sets In (45') 3:20 pm
Pakistan, 2000, dir - Shahid Nadeem
The bishop�s ultimate sacrifice

Closed-door-and-stuff- 4:20 pm
inside-the magazine (38')
India, 2001, dir - Altaf Mazid
Anonymous Assamese writer speaks up

Kathmandu's Silent Night - A festival within the festival
Over 20 silent short films from all over South Asia

Friday, 5th October at 6:45 p.m. at the Russian Cultural Centre, Kamal Pokhari, Entry is FREE

turned on the judiciary. You
now have all three branches of
the state locked in combat with
one another, maintaining a
careful mix of offensive and
defensive postures. Members of
the fourth estate, meanwhile,
are gleefully giving front-page
treatment to this deafening
display of democracy in action.
For manyNepalis, courtrooms,
legislative chambers and cabinet
meetings have become the only
places to learn about the world.

Behind the dust kicked up
by this sequence of statutory
skirmishes, however, lies a
constitutional knot that not
even the wisest of our counsels
seem to be able to untangle.
When the palace sought its
advice, the Supreme Court did
not take very long to examine
and declare the citizenship
amendment bill dead on arrival.

However, the people weren�t told
what kind of funeral the bill
should get because, as it turned
out, the justices weren�t asked.
Nepal�s democratic experience has
established that you can�t hope to
be Jung Bahadur and Jefferson at
the same time. However, grey
areas are bound to continue
complicating national life in the
days ahead, especially when
everybody of any consequence has
developed an abiding passion for
command and control. Prudent
jurisprudence, therefore, would
dictate against being bogged down
in deliberations over jurisdiction.
As for the citizenship amendment
bill, cremate it, bury it or leave it
to the vultures�just make sure it
gets to rest in peace. It�s getting a
little spooky out here. �
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Oncecaught, they areheld in
detentionuntil a lawyer is found to
represent thosewhomake formal
asylumappeals.During this time,
they ringcontacts inLondonwhothen
provide theback-up supportneeded
to followtheapplication through,or
simplyhelp themdisappear.The
escapes aremeticulouslyplanned,
rehearsed andcarriedoutunder strict
directionsofhandlers both in
KathmanduandLondon.Eventhose
withoutacquaintances tohelpdon�t
have toworrymuch: theBritish
government gives you£36perweek as
survival allowance, £10pounds in
cash and£26as foodvouchers.
Nepaliswhohave come through this
channel say theypaybetweenRs
800,000-Rs 1.2million tomiddle-
menwhoarrange thevisas. Some
agents even accompany their
�clients� to London and returnwith
the fake travel documents, which are
later recycled.

Asylumseekers are typically
armedwithdocuments to�prove�
their claims.SomehaveMaoistphoto
IDs (inEnglish), others have
supposed threats spelledoutonwhat
appears tobeMaoistparty stationery.
Still othershavewarrantsonpolice
letterheads that say theperson in
question is being sought for killing
civilians.Manyalsohavewith them
front-page stories fromobscuredistrict
newspapers speakingof threats to their
lives. (We received a copyof one such
paperwith apage1 storydetailing the
threats to the life of an asylumseeker,
but couldn�t find a copyof the
newspaper.)

Theprofileof the average asylum
seeker inEngland is: single,male, 20-
something, first entered theUKona
studentvisa.Those travellingon fake
documentsare largelyuneducatedand
not interested in studying.These
typically have friends or relatives or
relatives of friends inEngland, or
othercontactswhohelp themsettle
downand find jobs.Most endup
working for businesses runbyAsians,
mainly Indians, and are paid
minimum,or less thanminimum,
wage.Butnoonecomplainsbecause
both sides benefit: the employer is

happybecausehegetsdocile,
exploitableworkers andtheemployees
because theyhave foundameans of
sustenanceandcanevensave some
money to sendhome.

TheNepali passport is easy to
tamperwith. It still uses �cold�
lamination, evenafter the scamthat
surfaced someyears agowhereeven
MPswere found tohave sold their
passportswith visa stamps,whichwere
reusedafter aphotochange.Gently
heating theundersideof thephoto
pageof thepassport reportedly allows
the laminatedcover tobepeeledoff,
andanewphoto stuckon.

Atrainedeyecandetect such
fakes�manyRoyalNepalAirlines staff
haveactuallybeen trained to lookout
forphoto switches and fakevisas.But
the fact thatholdersof fake travel
documentshavemanagedtogetpast
airline check-ins and immigration
desks at theTribhuvanInternational
Airport suggests thatmoneychanges
hands there too.

TheBritishauthoritieshave
slapped£60,000worth of fines on
RoyalNepalAirlines for flying in
Nepaliswithoutvaliddocuments into
Gatwickairport,ofwhich theairline
has paid up £30,000.OtherGulf-
basedairlines flying fromKathmandu
haveenforced strict criteria to screen
Nepalis routed through toEurope.

Thesedays youdon�t evenneeda
Britishvisa�genuineor fake�toget
toEngland. RecentNepali arrivals
havecomehidden incontainer trucks
fromBelgiumorGermany,which
havebegunto tighten immigration
laws.Anevennewerway is to get a visa
toanation thatwould raise few
eyebrows�Cuba,Nigeriaor the
formerSovietRepublics�andgeta
transit ticket throughHeathrowor
Charles deGaulle.Once in the transit
lounge, thepassengers �disappear� and
arenext seen applying forpolitical
asylumashappened to a groupof over
30Nepalis attendingan international
youthconference inAlgeria inAugust.

Britainhasoneof themost lenient
asylumlaws andhasof late come
under increasing pressure from
other European countries to tighten
up. This process has accelerated

since the11Septemberbombings in
NewYork, amid suspicions that
terroristsmaybeusing the same
loopholes in immigration laws and
procedures to sneak into thecountry.
One reasonNepali illegal immigrants
or thosewhooverstayhavenotbeen
targeted is that they areusually
economicmigrantswhostayonthe
right sideof the lawonce in theUK.

Nepalimigrants claiming
allegiance toalmost everypolitical
shadehave sought asylum. In the
early 1990s itwas the ex-Panchaswho
claimedtheywereunsafeafter the
restorationofdemocracy inNepal.
Communists claimedprosecutionby
theNepaliCongress governments ,
and Congress members said they

were threatenedwhen the commu-
nists were in power. Pretending to
be Bhutanese was a rage till last year,
and is still happening. But most
asylum applications these days are
from those claiming to beMaoists
fleeing persecution. Some asylum
seekers even claim theywere
involved in theMaoist attacks
onDunai andHoleri tomake
their case.

Plumstead, Blackheath and
Woolwich in southeast London are
areas wheremost recentNepali
migrants congregate.Many are
students, but the numbers also
include those there to seek asylum.
Because immigration applications
are confidential, it is difficult to say

howmany have actually applied for
refugee status. It is also difficult to
estimate thenumberofNepalis living
in these localities: according toone
Plumstead resident there couldbe as
many as 500 there.Aldershot also has
a sizeableNepali population,while
others couldbe scattered indifferent
parts ofBritain and are verymobile.
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Amarabati, Toukhel, Godavari. Tel: 560675, 560775. Fax: 977-1-560777.  E-mail: godavari@godavari.wlink.com.np ~ Website: www.godavariresort.com.np

Rate: Rs. 650/- + tax per person.
50% discount for children below 4 ft.*

Time: 12:30 - 15:00 hrs.

*Swimming included in the package (during
season).

V i l l a g e  R e s o r t
K a t h m a n d u � N e p a l

Every Saturday & Sunday come to the Godavari Village Resort and savour a wonderfully juicy Barbeque Lunch
prepared to delight your palate. Unwind in the lush-green Vaijayanta Garden Restaurant or the Poolside and savour
the delectable cuisine at your own leisurely pace. You could also watch Chef Prem Baniya showcase his outstanding
cooking style and pick up culinary skills from him.

Enjoy a complimentary glass of wine or beer for adults and soft drink for children. Prior reservations are recommended
to avoid disappointment.

FROM T O SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:00$

KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00S

KATHMANDU CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:00 8:00$

KATHMANDU SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

FROM T O SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:00$

POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00$

POKHARA CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

POKHARA SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

FROM T O SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) KATHMANDU DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:00$

CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) POKHARA DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:00$

SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) KATHMANDU DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:00$

SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) POKHARA DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:00$

TOURS PVT.LTD
INTERCITY BUS SERVICES

SCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFF

GREENLINE PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES
� Deluxe (fully air-conditon) coaches.
� Standard coaches.
� REFRESHMENT will be served at Riverside

Spring Resort or Motel du Mungling

corresponding to the sector and timing.

� Private terminal building.
� Advanced booking system.
� Insurance coverage of Npr 500,000.00 per person.

TRIDEVIMARG, KATHMANDU, NEPAL P.O.BOX 1307 FAX 00971-253885 TEL/257544/253885
EMAIL:-greenline@unlimit.com URL:www.catmando.com/greenline

Effective from 15th of Sep. 2001

One way ticket to nowhere

As long as there is unemployment
andeconomicdesperation inNepal,
therewill beNepalimigrants trying to
sneak intoEuropeoroverstay in
Australia. And, it seems, theywill use
whateverpolitical cause ismost likely
togrant themasylum. (With
additional reportsbyBinodBhatarai
inKathmandu)
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Mustang getaway

peoplehuddle insidehomes and
hotels.

A signboard at the airport alerts
everyone thatMustang is ano-
polythenebagdistrict. In fact, alert
policemenandwomeninPokhara
airportwill frisk and remove any
plastic bags still in your possession.
The streets in andaroundJomsomare
cleanand litter free.TheMustangis�
bid to free their district of theplastic
menace that is plaguing the rest of the
countryhas been assistedby the
variousorganisationsworking in the
area. Awater refilling system is in
place to reduce litter causedby
discardedplasticwaterbottles.
EstablishedbyACAPinassociation
with the NewZealand firm,Safe
DrinkingWaterStations, theproject
runby community groups inKagbeni

andJomsomoffersozonateddrinking
water for locals and trekkers.Tshering
Gurung,helpsmanage the stationat
Kagbeni that refillswater-bottles at the
rate ofRs 35per litre for tourists and
Rs 5 per litre forNepalis.

Seventy-yearChhiniLhamuwho
lives in Samley across the river from
the airport sells an average ofRs 350
worthofvegetableswhenever shegoes
to themarket.Thesedays she�s been
selling apples too. �But syau (apples)
canbe jhyau (abother)when they
don�t get you a goodprice,� she says.
�Therecomesa timewhenevenour
livestockget sickof these fruits!�Last
yearChhini soldRs. 60,000worth of
apples from the 70or so apple trees in
the familyorchard.

Every tree in andaroundJomsom
is heavywith red andyellowapples
ripening gently under thebalmy
autumnsun.Exorbitant air freight
costs, and the punishingmule ride to
the road-headmeans thatmostof the
fruits in theKaliGandaki valley get
eitherdesiccatedandcandiedor
metamorphose intocider,brandyand
wine. Thuswhile the rest of the
countrybites into expensive, stale and
tasteless apples fromIndia, fresh and
juicyMustangi apples continue to sell
atRs 20 a kg in Jomsomor are sniffed
andnibbledbygoats andminiature
cows called lulus.

TheKaliGandaki cuts theworld�s
deepestgorgebetweenAnnapurnaand
Dhaulagiri.Geologists say the river is
older than themountains and sliced
through theHimalaya as it lifted.The
gorge is a funnel linking theTibetan
plateauwith theGangeticplains to the

south, and this is the reason for the
fiercewinds.Theprevailingwind
means the trees all leannorthwards,
with theirbranchespointing towards
Tibet.Fromtimeto time, the�wrong�
windsblow in fromtheplateau and
that iswhen the elders inThini take it
as a badomenandgather at a special
chhorten above thevillage topacify the
wind spiritswith special offerings.

The river itself spreads itself out
afterKagbeni, filling thevalley floor
with sand, pebbles andboulders. In
themonsoon, thewater channels shift
all the time,making it difficult to
bridge the river. �Every year itwashes
off houses and farms,� saysPrem
Gurung, a Jomsomresident. �It�s
futile trying to tame thiswild river.�

Ina fewweeks time,whenthe
buckwheat ripens and turnsblack, the
KaliGandaki valleywill see adifferent
sortof southward flow�of migratory
birds. Siberian geese andducks all
winging south in their long journey
fromSiberia to India.This is the
superhighwayacross theHimalaya
they followfromgeneticmemory from
the times themountainswereyounger.
Youcanhear thehonkingof thegeese
far above thevalleybefore you see
them.Theycomedownfromthe
north inV-formationsetchedagainst
the azure sky.

Whenthecloudsobscure the
mountains, thebirds circle to gain
height and finallydisappear above the
clouds to find theirwayoutof the
valley. When flying conditions are
really bad, they are grounded like the
planes and they comedownto river
banksandwaitout theweather. �The
villagers used to kill the birds and eat
them,butnotanymore.Nowtheyare
protected,�saysPrem.

Theclackety-clackofhorseshoesisa
familiarsoundinthesestoned-paved
villages.Trees haveprotectivecoverings
aroundtheirtrunkstopreventhungry
horsesandmulesfromnibblingawaythe
bark.Thefieldsareallwalledoffto
protectthecrops.Inthewidefanofa
streamnearDhumba,fattenedhorses
grazeonthegreengrass. �This is thebest
seasonforthem,�saysPrem. �Once
wintersets in, there isnogreenatall.�

FlightsoutofJomsomalldependon
thewindgods.Thefirstquestionin
everyone�smindinJomsomevery
morningis:�Will theplanescomein
today?�Sometimesyouhavetowaita
week,asturbulenceovertheKali
Gandaki,cloudsorsnowcancelflights.
Pokharaisa3-4daytrekawayalong
someofthemostspectacularsceneryon
earth.GotoJomsomnextweekduring
theMustangFestival,andenjoytheexotic
localeofNepal�scleanesttown.�

F

Jomsom is the gateway to theMustang Festival this weekend 5-7 October.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

RUPAJOSHI IN JOMSOM
ollowing thecontourof the river
bed, andperilously close to the
cliffs on either side, the aircraft

fliesover the townsofLete,Tukuche
andMarpha.Theplane�s shadow
skims swiftly over apple orchards,
terracesofpinkbuckwheat, across the
sandybanksof theKaliGandaki.A
tight bankon finals brings the
swirling greywaters out the left
windowanddeepblue skyout the
right, thenwe are bouncingon
Jomsom�s recently-asphaltedrunway
and roaring to a stop.

Outside, the clean andcrisp
mountainair seemsvacuum-cleaned.
Nilgiri�s fluted ridges of ice tower over
thedeepgreen conifers at its base. In
themorning, the sun shines from
behind themountain, giving it a hazy

hue.But as thedaywears on the
mountainplayshide-and-seekwith
the clouds, and finallywhen the sun
dips behind the tall himals to thewest
Nilgiri reflects its rosy light.

Lifebustles aroundJomsom
airport in themornings. Farmers from
neighbouring villages sell apples and
vegetables to the locals and to
passengers flyingout toPokhara.
Portersmill abouthoping to find
prospective clients.And then there are
the locals,who just cometowatchwho
comesandwhogoes. Jomsom-based
civil servants throng to the airport
terminalcatchinguponKathmandu
newspapers thatcomeonthemorning
flight.Bymid-morning, the legendary
KaliGandakiwind tunnel starts to
showwhat it cando.Theplanes stop
flying, the sand starts flying and

AL
L 

PH
O

TO
S:

 R
U

PA
 J

O
SH

I

It is not just the wild winds of the Kali Gandaki that
make Jomsom�s streets well-swept.

Kantipath, adj. Standard Chartered Bank
PO Box: 105, Kathmnadu / Nepal

Tel: 22 66 22 Fax: (977-1) 22 88 90
E-mail: kmb@HimexNepal.com
Website: www.HimexNepal.com

Tridevimarg, Thamel
PO Box: 3022, Kathmandu / Nepal
Tel: 418 922 Fax: (977-1) 411 878
E-mail: advcamp@wlink.com.np
Website: www.advcamp.com

What to bring
- Cycling clothes
-Hiking shoes
- Binoculars & Cameras
- Insect repellent, sun hat and sun � glass.
- Sweaters & wind jacket

Tour Cost:
US$ 35 per person.

Price includes:
-MountainBike
- Lunch/ one soft drink
- Vehicle support

Fun & Ride
20th October 2001

The teams of Kathmandu Mountain Bikes and Adventure Tented Camp would like to
invite you at 20th October 2001 for a Fun&Ride Rally.
Come and join our adventure trip in the south � east of Kathmandu. The rally will start from
the unique Dubar Square of Patan over the quiet and peaceful villages to Lubhu.
In this little ancient villages your legs will get some power supply with refreshing drinks and
snacks. Loaded with new energy you continue your ride on the eight kilometers uphill to
Pokhari Thumko. After two kilometers strong riding, we provide a bus for the bikes, for those
people who would like to hike up to the Adventure Camp.
Arrived at an altitude of 2000meters, you reach your well � deserved day aim at the Adventure
Tented Camp, which lies atop the pristine hill of Pokhari Thumko.
The rustic Country Kitchen of the Adventure Camp built on the edge of the hill facing the valley
and the mountain range will serve you with an excellent lunch and at the Lakhuri Bhanjyang
Bar you can try the local wines, cocktails and the in � house bonhomie.
After refreshing your power, you can explore the area around the Adventure Camp. The
location makes it to an ideal place to discover the local fauna and flora. Many different exotic
species of plants are at home at this exceptional hilltop such as wild orchids and medicinal
herbs.
You also can just relax and meditate and soak in the tranquility under the canopy of the
northern Himalayas where the air is fresh and you are far away from the hustle bustle of
Kathmandu.
After a very exciting day, the kitchen of the Adventure Camp will spoil you with excellent
snacks.
We will say goodbye to this wonderful day with a glass of Sangria and a last look on the top of
the snow peaks of the Himalayan Range.
The members of Kathmandu Mountain Bikes and Adventure Tented Camp would be
very pleased to see you on this exceptional tour.

Final registration day: 12th October 2001

TheKaliGandaki nearKagbeni

thenneedto turnourattentionto
strengtheningtheOAG�soffice.There
isperhapsnorealneed to say this,but
welive inaworldof information
technologyandadvancedcommunica-
tionsystems. In times like thesewe
needtobuild thecapacityofour
watchdogs,not takeawayfromit.
TheOAGrequiresmoreresources to
understandthechangingenvironment
inwhichfinancial transactionsare
conducted, itneedstechnologies
anditneedstounderstandhow
theywork.

Governmentisnotamonolithic
entity. Itanswers tomanyconstituen-
ciesandthere isnounifiedchainof
command.Tocontrolthefunctioning
of anentity like this, thereneed tobe
checkpointseverysooften�andthe
OAGisanimportantone. Its
recommendationshavetobeobserved
asamandatoryprocedure.Bilateral
andmultilateralagencies inNepal
shouldmake it apoint that their
grantsandloansare tiedto follow-up
of theaudit report. If thegovernment
reallydoesnotcareaboutproper
proceduresandsystems,thenwhy
doesitbotherfundingthem?The
OAGmustbeintegratedintothe
systemofgovernance�ifonlyto
ensuretheydon�tkeepingadding200
pages to their report everyear ina
desperateplea forattention.All the
best,BishnuBahadurKC,Auditor
General. �

Readers can post their views at
arthabeed@yahoo.com
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BIZ    NEWS by ARTHA BEEDECONOMIC SENSE

Weekly Internet Poll  #3
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10th plan preview
The National Planning Commission has begun shuffling paper in the run-up to the 10th five-year Plan, which
comes into effect from mid-July 2002. Until 1990, the National Planning Commission was a powerful coordina-
tor of development activity and government policy, based on five-yearly planning cycles since the 1950s. Its
role in development planning has been fuzzy since, but the five-year plans are still around.

According to the approach paper to the 10th plan, (available in a read-only, unprintable form at
www.npc.gov.np) the goal is to achieve an average annual growth rate of 6.5 percent, against the three yearly
averages of 5.3 percent since 1997/98. This would require achieving 4.2 percent growth in agriculture—against
the 3.17 percent average of the past four years—and 8 percent growth in the non-agriculture sector, up from the
present average of about 6.3 percent. The overall goal of the plan is to expand employment opportunities to
reduce the number of people in absolute poverty from the present 38 percent of the population to 32 percent
at the end of the 10th plan. The numbers look good, but going by the NPC’s past record they may also be
difficult to achieve without a major overhaul of the planning, implementation and governance processes.
Some other goals:
� Reduce infant mortality from 75 per 1,000 to 50.7 and maternal mortality from 435 per 100,000 to 350
� Expand primary education coverage from 70.5 to 85 percent
� Raise adult literacy (15 years and above) from 53 to 70 percent
� Raise female literacy from 26 to 50 percent, and
� Keep population growth rate at 2.1 percent, against the present 2.4

The plan also envisages building motorable road links to 70 districts, up from the 58 that are currently
connected—even though some of these roads are not black-topped—and take telephone connections to every
50 lines per 1,000 people from the present 11. The coverage of electricity is to be increased by seven percent
to reach 22 percent of the population. The fixed capital investment needed to achieve the five-year goal is Rs
689.5 billion—almost seven times the money budgeted for spending in fiscal 2001/01.
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Letters of intent
The Nepal Rastra Bank has issued letters of intent to three new banks: Siddhartha Bank, Laxmi Bank and the
Export-Import Bank of Nepal. The three had applied to set up banking operations in 1995. Of the three the
Export Import Bank will have an authorised capital of Rs 2 billion (paid up one billion) and the Kathmandu-
based Siddhartha Bank, Rs 1 billion (paid up Rs 500 million). The Laxmi Bank will be based in Birgunj and is
to have an authorised capital of Rs240 million. NRB rules stipulate that these ventures must begin banking
operations within one year of receiving a letter of intent—that is by September 13, 2002. One year after they
start operations, the banks are required to issue shares to the public.
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Philips� new range
Philips has unveiled a new range of consumer electronics that incorporate the firm’s patented

wOOx technology to produce high acoustic bass, a company release says. The products
include VCD players, an MP3-compatible mini hi-fi, home entertainment stations, flat-
screen TVs, projection TVs and even a five-in-one (VCD/MP3/CD/audiotape/radio). The
products have “super error correction”, which allows them to play scratched VCDs and CDs.
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Bad governance
Add another Rs 8.11 billion to the loss from public institutions—that is the amount that remained unsettled in
mid-July. The Auditor General’s office says this takes cumulative overdue/ unsettled accounts in government
agencies to Rs 26.4 billion—almost seven times the money the government plans to spend on development
programmes under the Ministry for Education this year. This amount does not include the unsettled accounts of
quasi-government bodies and district development committees, which bring the total money government
agencies owe each other to Rs 38.4 billion—an amount that is almost two-thirds the government’s anticipated
regular spending in fiscal 2001/02. The Auditor General’s report says the rate of settlement of overdue
accounts is about a paltry 28 percent.

www.nepalnews.com

heBeed is appalled.Lastweek,
theOfficeof theAuditor
General (OAG)presenteda

reportpertainingtofiscal1999/2000,
whichshowedthatRs71billionof
expenditurethatyearbydifferent
armsofgovernmentwasnotin
accordancewithprocedure,orhas
notbeenaccountedforproperly.And
advancesworthRs26billionwere
made�buthavestillnotbeen
settled.

The1,542page
audit report is
essentiallya
post-mortemof
government
activities involving
cash.Generally, this
Beedandother like-
mindedindividualshave
cometoaccept thatauditprocesses
onthegovernmentfrontareamere
formality�theylookintofinancial
transactions relating to theyear
before,andsometimeinthenextyear
submitareport.Thereport�if
indeed, itdoescomeout in the
secondyearafter the fiscalyear in
question�mayormaynotcatchthe
attentionofthePublicAccounts
Committee(PAC).If itdoes, thenit
mightbequestionedthefollowing
year.Answerscanbereturnedtothe
committeewhenever. Inshort,abit
of a joke.

AndtheOAGissoconstrained
by itsownconstitutionthat ithas
little influence intheworldof
government.Ourgoodauditorstend
toslinkaroundinaself-pityingstate

andtheBeeddoesnotblamethem.
But it isa shame�apowerful toolof
the legislature thatcould, in theory
provide theexecutivewiththechecks
andbalances it surelyneeds, is a
mere formality toensure that the
existinglegislature-executivenexusis
notexposed.

Thegov- ernmentspendsnearly
Rs100billioneach
year�roughly20
percentof the
GDP�but
there isonly
themost
primitiveof
methodsof

auditingthis
expenditure.The

governmentexpectsauditsof
privateandnon-governmental
organisations tobeconducted ina
timelymanner,andcorrectiveactions
toarise fromtheconclusionsof such
auditsalmost immediately,butexudes
abreezyuncaringattitudetoputting
itsownhouse inorder.

Thesortoframpant,open
corruptionweseecanonlybe
eradicatedbygoodgovernance.Good
governancedemandsanefficient
systemofaccountability�audits.But
not the toothlesskindweseenow.
OAGreportssubmittedtoparliament
needtobehonouredintheright
spirit�howelsecanweinstitutional-
ise thesenseofdisciplinegovernment
inthiscountryneedssodesperately?

Acceptingandhonouringthe
findingsof theOACis the first step,
but ifwecanclimbthatmountain,we

The government needs to take its own audits seriously.

Auditors�nightmare

From other insurgencies we know they can’t
be stopped by the barrel of the gun. The
only solution is the dialogue. If the
government thinks that power , be it police
or the army, can overcome the problem this
is a mistake. Any such move can push the
nation into civil war. Which will be an
opportunity for India even to invade or
destabilise Nepal.
Arjun Bhandari

If the talks fail, army should be mobilised
to eradicate these terrorists. We should
help our government to kick Maoists who
have killed so many innocent people, even
children. They threaten people and force
to become Maoists. A democratic
monarchial constitution is good for our
country, a republic is unimaginable.
Surendra Dahal

The Maobadis are doing a lot of good for
the country. We are always ready to help
you turn Nepal into a republic.
Netra

The origin of the Maoist problem is in the
negligence of governments to the  40
points demand put forward by the United
People’s Front, led by Dr Baburam
Bhattarai. The basic rights of the people
should be fulfilled before we go fo any kind
of insurgency against them. For that
government should be clear that this is a
political problem. This is why the army
should not be deployed.
Shravan Pokhrel

Yes. If the talks fail military force should be
used.
S K Hyoju
All governments so far failed to solve the

peoples’ problems so instead of deploying
the army, the government should allow the
Maoists to run the country for a while and
see how they do it.
Som Tharu

The people should unite and counter
Maoists.  The bullet will not bring peace, it
will lead to more uncertainty and insecu-
rity.
“Nationalist”

It is too late to resolve the Maoist problem
through talks. The recent activities of the
Maoist demonstrated that there is a major
shift in their policies. If Mao was alive, he
would have warned them not to misuse his
name. Anybody who undermines the Royal
Nepal Army is an anti-national element.
Vidhu Prakash Kayastha

Its very funny that the question if govern-
ment should mobilise the army is coming
out now. It should have been done long
ago before the Maoists started their bloody
campaign. The government has been
sleeping. Innocent people are dying but
who cares.
Prajol Tamrakar

No, the army is not the solution. Punish
corrupt politicians, and the problem will
resolve itself.
Kosh Prasad Neupane

Using the army will mean more violence
and flow of blood, but Nepalis won’t get
peace until they are deployed against the
Maoists.
Lekhat Gurung

I don’t think it is necessary to mobilise the

army, they are there to fight an extrenal
enemy. The Nepali Police should do it,
and the police should be made stronger.
Nischal

Certainly not! Fighting Maoist with the
army is not the solution. All so-called
terrorists exist for a reason. And the
reason is inequality and abuse of power
by the ruling class and corrupt politi-
cians. The only solution is through
negotiation. As a matter of fact Royal
Nepal Army should be dissolved, and its
budget used to improve the education
system.
Ramesh Shrestha

Yes, the only solution to this problem is
army. If Royal Nepal Army is not willing
to take action in this situation, what they
are for? Why we should we feed them
with our tax money? After all, they will
be pretty useless against a foreign
enemy. Our army knows the Maoist are
buying time to reorganise.
Parmeshwor Pokhrel

Mobilising the army will hasten the
demise of the present so-called democ-
racy. The army wil have to chose
between corrupt leaders and the people.
Let us see who they chose.
“Nationalist”

This will be gravest the mistake the
Nepalese will ever make when the Army
is mobilised fully to counter the
insurgency. When the army is mobilised,
this once peaceful country will become
another Chechniya, Sri Lanka or
Kashimir.
Hum Gurung

Yes, mobilise RNA as soon as possible to
stamp out terriorists, but we must also
stamp out corrupt leaders. So, which one
first?
Lingden Limbu

The Maoists are collecting a lot of trust
and selling dreams to poor people. So
mobilising the army is ot going to solve
this. But Maoist are doing terrible things
and the government has to take immedi-
ate action.
Ram Thapaliya

I think Maoists are just taking advantage
of government and the generosity of the
Nepali people. I don;t think they will give
up their arms in a peaceful way. The way
they have spread terror shows, they are
not really aiming anything but just
destroying already weak economy of
Nepal. Good the government gave them
chance to talk. After this it’s time to use
force.
Bharat Pokhrel

Maobadi are spreading all over the
country simply because government
could not extend its muscle. Had the
army been mobilised on time their
numbers would not have grown like it has.
No matter whether peace talks succeed or
fail, the primary responsibility of the
army is to guard the people of Nepal.
Bigyan Sijapati

What is our government doing all these
years? They should have used army long
time back when they were small in
number. But it is beter late than never.
No one has the right to kill people.
Prabin Basnet

Yes, the royal army should be mobi-
lised against the Maoists. The work of
the army is to save the nation, not
sitting in the barracks and taking
government salary. They have to be
mobilised and save our nation.
Surendra Gautam

I think it is not fair to mobilise army, as
it will create civil war in Nepal which
neither be good for Maoists nor to the
government. The best way is to teach
people and give them the essential
needs. But they don’t know that it is
almost impossible by getting Nepalis to
kill Nepalis.
Chari

It is already getting late to mobilise
Royal Nepal Army. They should be
mobilised immediately. All this talk is
no use. Maoists are only taking time to
re-organise, buy new weapons.
Suresh

Maoists are a gang of notorious people
who are there to fulfil their own need
not the country. So army should do
something for the peace of Nepal
Sital Koirala

It seems ridiculous for the Deuba
government to go and talk to criminals
like Maoists. It is better to mobilise the
Nepal Army and crush them and bring
back peace.
Kamal Sinha

Maoists or the army? Just compare
North Korea and Pakistan.
Kaweeta

If the talks with the Maoists fail, should the Royal Nepal Army be mobilised?
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beernowcostsRs120whileChinesebeer
is justRs70.Tractorshavecomeacross
andhavespeededupthetimeandgreatly
reduced theexpense it takes tomakea
newbuilding.�Thetractordoes inthree
tripswhat20porterswould takeawhole
daytodo,�a localcontractorminingsand
ontheriverbedoutsideLoManthang
tellsme.Ironically, thenewbuildingshave
beamsmadefromNepalitimberfromthe
LarkyaareaofManaslu.Treescut there
aresmuggledintoTibet, soldtoChinese
merchantswhobringthemacrossandsell
thembacktoNepalis inLoManthang.

Thereareonlya fewsigns that this is
Nepal: theboards in
Nepali at thepost
office, the

customspostandthevillage
developmentcommitteesalongthe
way.Therearebahunandchhetri
teachers in the schools, andthebig
change in thepast30years is that
almosteveryonenowspeaksNepali.
AlongthetrailwerunintoaTamang
fromDolakhawhohaslivedhere
andmarriedaMustangiwoman.
Theyrunachhangandteashopand
speak toeachotherandwith their
customers inNepali.

Nowthat theLoManthang
roadis finished,alongthetrail from

Jomsomtothenorth,everyvillage
along theway thathas lostout to the
tradewants tobuildaroadnorthalong
theKaliGandaki.Some, like the
villageofCharang,havestarteddigging
their section.At this rate, Jomsomwill
havea road toTibetbefore ithas a
roadtoBaglung.Tractorsandjeeps
havealreadyarrivedinJomsom,
broughtover inthebellyofRussian
helicoptersandusedforhotel
transportandforconstruction.

Theroadisobviouslygoingto
followtheoldtradingroute, trans-
formingthelandscapeandthewayof
lifeof this ancient trail.Luckily, there
arealternative routesupanddown
fromJomsomtoLoManthangthat
canstillbeusedfor trekkingwhenthe
highwayis finished.Thesideroadsare
evenmoreremoteandforgottenthan
this remoteandforgottenpartof
Nepal�placeswithnameswhich
wouldbegreatnamesformale
deodorants, likeDakmaronaside-
valleynearCharang.

Jomsom isnowamuch-cleaner
versionofThamel, evenMuktinath
has becomecosmopolitan, boasting
aBobMarleyCafé Shop and
RestaurantwhichhasBuffalo
Soldier blaring out on to the streets
where Indianholy babas straggle
along towards the templewith the
eternal flame.

Fornow,before theroadis
completed, theMustangtrail followsa

circuitwithsomespectacular smaller
valleys thatareworthexploring.An
ideal itineraryafterflyingintoJomsom
fromPokharawouldbeasgivenon
thebox(right).

North ofKagbeni, tourists
(except Indians) need a special
permit that can be obtained from
theHomeMinistry bypaying a fee
of $700 for 7 days, and$170 for
every extra day. A bit steep, but
believeme, for a trip of a lifetime,
worth every cent.Most of this can
be arranged by someof themore
reputable trekking agencies in
Kathmandu. Indians andNepalis do
not need any special permit, but it
is better to carry a citizenship
certificate or a passport just in case
you get stopped. �

Day 1: Jomsom-Kagbeni
At Kagbeni you leave the other trekkers who are not
allowed beyond unless they have special permits for

Upper Mustang.
Day 2: K agbeni-Chele

Watch the Kali Gandaki fan out into its wide plain and
cross the oscillating bridge.

Day 3: Chele-Geling
This is definitely the beginning of The Other World.

Day 4: Geling- Charang
Excellent unspoilt ambience.

Day 5: Charang-Lo Manthang
A side trip is the narrow red canyons of Drakmar. The

soft conglomerate walls of the narrow valley are
riddled with caves, some of them still inhabited.
Day 6: Lo Manthang-Chinese border

Explore the grand Chosar Valley with its intriguing
caves on the valley walls.

Day 7: Lo Manthang-Dhi
Dhi is an idyllic village by a stream along the high
road back to Muktinath.

Day 8: Dhi-Luri
Nice walk, that also includes a hair-raising traverse
of a swollen river strewn with slippery boulders.

Day 9: Luri-Tange
Since you are not on the main trail, there is not much

traffic. just the occasional yak and goat herders.
Day10: Tange-Chuksang

A long hard climb up to 4,100 m to an area that looks
like something that got left behind from the Tibetan
Plateau. Someone definitely needs to build a rest
house up here for those who can’t make this in
one day.

Day11: Chuksang-Jomsom
Whew. Finally made it back.

To Lo Manthang and back

The cliffs ofChosang loomover prayer flags, whilemonks in red hats
beat blue drumsblowon trumpets.

The red cliffs ofDakmar.
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PADAM GHALEY
herearepartsofNepalonthe
Himalayanrimthataremore
ancientandremotethan

Tibet.Namesofplaceswhose
names,justbypronouncingthem,
evokemysticismandallure.Dolpa,
Humla,MuguandMustanglieto
thenorthoftheHimalayaandsouth
of theplateau.Theseareworlds that
theworld forgot.Avastwildernessof
craggy,aridmountainsthatare
neither theHimalayanorthe
TibetanPlateau--places that fell
betweenthecracksofhistory.

Here inMustang,youcanfeel
that remoteness likenowhereelse.
Thesilence sodeep,youhear the
tinklesofyakbells fromacross the
valleyascaravansmaketheirwayup

The road comes to Mustang
a treeless, scree-filled slope.Nightsare
stilldark, andthe inkycanvasof sky is
perforatedbytinyholesgivingusonly
glimpsesofwhat seemstobethe
blindingwhite lightofauniverse
beyond.Themilkyway traverses the
sky likeanocturnal river, and inthe
starlight, drymountains and riverbeds
gleamwithaghostlyglow.

Whenmorningcomes,thesunrises
fromtheeasternmountains turningthe
lightless sky into a blue so blue that it
hurts theeyes to lookat it.As thevalleys

warmup,tuftsofcumulusgather
ontheridgetopsandbillow

just like thecloudsona
thangka. By noon,

thewindpicksup,blowingabrown
andgreydustuptheKaliGandaki
Valley,but inGeling itdiesoutand
thecobalt sky remains like thecolour
ofadream.

Mustangismoreremotethan
Tibet.Alongthe trailshere,pre-
MahayanaBonPoshrinesaremore
numerousthanchortensandmonas-
teries.Life still swayswithanimist
ritualsandagedways.Aselsewhere in
northernNepal, roadaccess is
changingthingseveninMustang.But
theroadsheredonotcomefromthe
south,but fromthenorth,andwith it
comeChinesegoods�beer,plastic
buckets, riceandflour.

Inevitably,evenMustangwill
changeas theroadsbringtheamenities
andcomfortsofanewworldwhichwill
replace theold.But fornowtheregion
is stilluncontaminated, the isolationis
still splendid, theworld is still ancient.
Andasthepaceofmodernisation
gathers inTibet, itwillpercolatedown
toMustangaswell.

Touristsandoutsidersmaylament
thischange,but formostof thepeople
of thewalledcityofLoManthangthis
isa long-cherisheddream.The
challengenowishowtomanagethe
changes that theroadwillbring, to
ensurethatrisingliving

standardsdon�talsobring insocial
evils, andhowtousetourismrevenue
toconserveheritageandtomake
developmentmoreviable,minimise
thedestructionof thegood,oldways
ofdoingthings.

Sofar,Mustanghascopedand
thisadaptabilitybodeswell for the
future.Comparedtoavisit Imade
here in1979, thevillagesarecleaner,
thevalleysaregreener, tourismhas
broughtahigherstandardofliving.
Mustangisaregrowingandeating
morevegetables:Mustangradishand
carrotshavebecomealmostas

famousas its apples.Butwith thebad
alsocomestheugly: theboxlike
structuresspringingupontheoutskirts
ofLoManthang.Thesnookerclubs, the
gift shopsthat seemtocontainthefamily
heirloomof local families for tourists to
buyas trophiesof their travels.

LocalbusinessmeninLoManthang
collectorders for foodandconsumer
itemsfromlocals andgoover to the
Chinesesidetobringbackprovisions ina
truckonceaweek:cookinggas,
cigarettes, andbeer.Nepali

But Mustang is still further away from the world than most places in the world.
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MICHAEL MASSING
fewminutesintoABC�sWorld
NewsTonighton21Septem-
ber�thenightafterGeorgeW

Bush�sspeechtoCongress�Peter
Jennings said itwas�timeforall
Americanstobeginlearningmore
aboutAfghanistan.�Asthedayspassed
after11Septemberandthegovern-
mentpreparedtostrikeatOsamabin
LadenandhisAfghanhosts, sharp
politicalanalysishadbecomeurgent.

OnmyTVscreenappearedTony
Cordesman,aubiquitousGulfWar
talkinghead,dutifullyrecitingbasic
facts about the small sizeof the
Talibanarmy,thelimitednumberof
tanksandaircraft at itsdisposal, the
scarcityofbombingtargetsonthe
ground.�Thejobisextraordinarily
difficult ifnot impossible ifyouset
deadlinesanddemandinstant
success,�Cordesmanburbled.Then
theprogramwasbackto its coverage
ofvictims,heroesandterrorists.We
learnednothingaboutthe levelof
support for theTaliban, thestrength
oftheopposition,orAmerica�s long
historyof involvementintheregion.

Thesegmentwastypical.Asthe
nationprepares togo towar, the
coverageonTV,theprimarysourceof
newsformostAmericans,hasbeen
appallinglysuperficial. Ihavebeen
stunnedat thenarrownessof theviews
offered,at theSoviet-style relianceon
officialandsemiofficial sources.Toa
degree, suchdeferencereflects
AmericanTV�scustomaryrallying
aroundtheflag intimesofnational
crisis.ThejingoisticdisplaysonTV�
therepeatedreferences to�we�and
�us,� theostentatioussproutingof
lapel flags,a startlingdeclarationby

One voice
As much of American media displays a
Soviet-style reliance on official sources, it is
hard to find inquiring or dissenting voices.
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JEFFREY SACHS
hedirecteconomiccostsof the
terrorist attacks in theUSmay
amountto$20billion, insurance

estimates say,but indirectcostsmaybe
runningaround150timesthatamount,
asmeasuredbyworldstockmarkets
sheddingaround$3trillion inwealth.Thegapreflects the fearofglobal
disruption�evenwar�followingtheattacks.Theeconomicsolutionisnota
stimuluspackagefortheUSeconomy,assomeareurging,butconfidence-
buildingmeasures toassuretheworldthat today�sglobalnetworkedeconomy
willcontinuefunctioningefficientlyandwithoutdisruption.

Themost important step is to avoidwar.Despite the understandably
heightened rhetoric, Americawas hit by amassive terrorist attack, not the
first war of the 21st century. The biggestmistakewould be to launch awar
in response to a terrorist attack�the kind of response that sent theworld
intoWorldWar I following the assassination ofArchdukeFerdinand in
Sarajevo. In 1914, like today, globalisation seemed inevitable. YetWWI
ended globalisation for two generations�the carnage of thatwarwas
followed by twodecades of economic disruption andWorldWar II. Let�s
not gamblewith peace and theworld economy.

We live in a globally networked economy.Major disruptions to global
trade, finance, travel, and production have dire effects on theworld
economy.This realitywas proved even before 11 September,when the
global economic fallout of theUS financial bubble burstingwasmuch
sharper than originally predicted, and the linkages acrossmarkets stronger
thancommonlyunderstood.

The key economic responses to 11 Septembermust therefore bolster
the frameworkof globalisation, recommitting governmentsworldwide to its
success bymaking it work for all nations, including the poorest.Without
that, business investment and consumer spendingwill plummet, and the
world economywill fall precipitously. The following steps aremost needed:

1. America should look for diplomatic solutions to apprehend terrorists. If
theTaliban offers to surrender terrorists on evidence, it should be provided.
Readiness to talk can be effective. Finding and destroying terrorists� capacity
to commit these inhumanoutrages is essential, still,military actions�
especially those bringingdeath anddestruction to innocent civilians�must
remain a last, not first resort.

2. Thereneeds tobeconfidence inthebasic infrastructureof international
tradeandtransport.Securityatnodesofcommerceandtravel shouldbe
enhanced.Butsecurity,evenif involvingtoughcounter-terrorismactions, is
differentfromwarfare.

The cost of war
is too high
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Trouble is good for John Howard
CANBERRA - The govern-
ment of Australian Prime
Minister John Howard is
likely to win the national
elections next month, largely
due to its tough handling of
444 asylum seekers who
reached Australian territory
last month. Howard’s policy
over the last month has come in for criticism, from the UN and local
activists, but attracted strong approbation from anti-immigration
supporters of the right-wing One Nation Party and conservative
working class followers of the Opposition Labor Party. One-third of
Australians were born overseas or of parents born on foreign soil,
but taking a tough line on asylum seekers—called “queue jumpers” by
the government—resonates with some recent immigrants who went
through the formal application process. Recent opinion polls suggest
Howard, who months ago looked set for defeat, will now probably
win comfortably. The Opposition Labor Party initially opposed the
government’s moves, but after experiencing a backlash has fallen in
behind Howard. The Howard government last week passed six
amendments to Australia’s migration legislation to dramatically restrict
the rights of asylum seekers. One approved amendment allows ships
with asylum seekers aboard to be towed back into international
waters, and asylum seekers to be transferred to quasi-prison centres
on islands like Nauru. Another excluded the most common landing
sites of Ashmore Reef, Christmas Island and Cocos Island from
Australian migration legislation—asylum seekers who land there
would not be ineligible to apply for permanent residency. for other
countries who perhaps do not have the traditionally high standards
that Australia has.” (IPS)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Peace in Macedonia?
SKOPJE - The ethnic Albanian armed uprising in western Macedonia
is over, for now. The rebels have been disarmed, and the NATO force
that collected their weapons is going home. But another force is
arriving with the task of preventing renewed fighting between the
country’s rival ethnic communities. Brigadier Heinz-Georg Keerl,
commander of Operation Amber Fox, a German-led force of 700
troops, arrived in Skopje last week and told journalists: “We are
determined to move with great speed to ensure a smooth transition
between these two different missions, with no security gap.” His
force will nominally provide protection for 200 civilian monitors under
the command of the 55-nation Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) and the EU. Most observers expect the
NATO soldiers will themselves act as a guarantor of the peace. The
day before the brigadier’s arrival, Ali Ahmeti, political leader of the
Albanian rebel National Liberation Army (NLA), announced that his
group had disbanded and no longer existed. He added that he was
considering the transformation of the NLA into a political party and
said he would recognise the war crimes tribunal in The Hague. “For
us it is important to have a broad amnesty and for all NLA fighters to
be reintegrated into society,” said Ahmeti. Macedonia has entered an
uneasy handover period. NATO’s 30-day Operation Essential Harvest
collected 3,875 weapons and nearly 400,000 pieces of ammunition
and explosives from the NLA. The government has yet to pass
essential legislation, without which further reconciliation will be
impossible. As well as the amnesty, the parliament must approve
changes to the constitution giving more rights to ethnic
Albanians. (IPS)

Smolders�)andPeterWaldmanand
HughPope�sexcellentfront-page
roundupintheWallStreetJournal:
�SomeMuslimsFearWaron
TerrorismIsReallyaWaronThem;
WestUndercutsIslam,TheySay,by
BackingIsrael,AutocraticMideast
Rule.�

NotallwasblandonCNN.Jeff
Greenfieldmadegenuineeffortsto
probetheIslamicworld�scomplex
love-haterelationshipwiththeUS.
On20Septemberhehadaspirited
discussionwithAfghanistanhands
BarnettRubinofNewYorkUniversity
andShibleyTelhamioftheUniversity
ofMaryland,alongwithFaridEsack,a
MuslimscholaratAuburnTheological
Seminary.Farmorerepresentative,
though,was�WhatDoWeKnow
AboutIslam?�anexceedinglybrief
segmentinwhichaChristianminister
andaMuslimclericofferedvague
observationsaboutrelationsbetween
ChristianityandIslam.Afterthata
Muslim-Americanassuredus�Islam
meanspeace.�Shot inBostonand
NewYork,thesegmentdrovehome
howCNNhaslost thatprecious
journalistic ability towork the streets
of theworldanddiscoverwhat�s really
takingplace.GivenCNN�scritical
part inkeepingtheworldinformed,
onecanonlyhopethat itwill soon
regain its bearings. � (Mediawatch)

Michael Massing is a contributing
editor at the Columbia Journalism
Review

that famousbriefclipshowinga
clutchofPalestinianscelebratingthe
attackontheWorldTradeCenter.
Withindays,wordbegancirculating
ontheInternet that the footagehad
actuallybeenshotduringtheGulf
War.Thefurorebecamesogreat that
CNNeventually issuedastatement
describingwhere itgot the tape(from
aReuterscameramaninEast
Jerusalemwhoinsistedthathehad
notencouragedthecelebration,as
someclaimed).

Thereal scandal is thatCNN
repeatedlyshowedtheclipwithout
commentary,withoutattemptingto
place it in thebroadercontextof
reactionsfromtheIslamicworld.
Whatwerepeople inGazaandthe
WestBanksaying?Wherewerethe
interviewswithclerics inCairo,
editorialwriters inAmman,shop-
keepers inJakartaandschoolteachers
inKualaLumpur?Itwascertainlynot
hardtoobtainsuchviews�witness
IanFisher�ssparklingdispatchfrom
Gaza intheNewYorkTimes(�Inthe
GazaStrip,Angerat theU.S.Still

thepopularnewsanchorDanRather
that�GeorgeBushis thePresident,
hemakesthedecisionsand,you
know,as justoneAmerican,hewants
meto lineup, just tellmewhere��
haveviolatedeverycanonofgood
journalism.Theyhavealsosnuffed
outanywhiffofdebateanddissent.

This ismorethansimple
patriotism.Thethinnessof the
coverageandtheshallownessof the
analysis seemadirectoutgrowthof
AmericanTVnetworks�steady
disengagementfromtheworldin
recentyears.Since theendof the
ColdWar,overseasbureauxhave
beenclosed,foreigncorrespondents
recalledandthe timeallocated to
internationalnewssharplypared.

Nooutlethas seemedmore
blinkeredthanCNN.Whilethe
networkcanstill countonChristiane
Amanpourtoparachuteintothe
world�shotzones, andonthegame
effortsof suchon-the-groundassetsas
NicRobertsoninKabul, thenetwork
seemsflummoxedbythecomplex
political forces inmotion.Consider

A

International economics after WTC
3. Incoordinationwithothercountriesaggressiveactionsshouldbreakdown
terroristnetworks�disruptingtheir finances, freedomoftravelandshipmentsof
weapons.

4. TheUSandEuropeshouldinsistOPECavoidanydisruptions inoil
suppliesorpricing.OPECgovernments,amongthemostvulnerabletothis
crisis, shouldreadilyaccedetothiskindof internationalcommitment.Military
escort shouldbeoffered,wherenecessary, toensure thesecurityofglobalenergy
shipments.

5. Leadingcentralbanksmustensureample liquidity,as theyhavebeendoing.
WithJapanalready inrecession, theBankofJapanshouldtakeevenmore
aggressiveaction, sellingenoughyentopreventanyfurtherappreciationofthe
currency. (Theyenshouldbeweaker than120yenperdollar).

6. Anewtraderoundshouldbe launchedat theWTOMinisterialMeetingin
November, signallingthe intentionofallmembers topersevereonthepathof
free trade. It is time for the richcountries to respect thewishesof thepoor in
gettingsuchatraderoundoff theground.Thisrequires immediateandproactive
stepstoensuredeveloping-countryexporters improvedaccess torich-country
markets (especially forapparelandagricultureexports)andfairer rules regarding
intellectualpropertyrights.

7. Americashouldwakeupfromtwodecadesof insufficientattentiontothe
urgentneedsof theworld�spoorestnations. Ithasnotprovidedenough
leadershipandfinancinginfightingAIDSinpoorcountries;draggedits feeton
cancellingunpayabledebtsof theworld�spoorestcountries (notbecauseof the
financialcosts,whicharenegligibleas theycouldnotberepaidanyway,but
becauseUSpoliticianshavenot takentheplightof thepoorseriously); and
slashedforeignassistanceasa shareofnational incometowhere it is lower than
anyrichcountry.

As thecentreofaglobalnetworkofproduction, trade,andfinance, theUS
surelyhas thegreatest stakesof all in the successofglobalisation.Abroadand
violentwar inresponse to11SeptemberwouldnotprotectUSorglobal
interests. � (Project Syndicate)

Jeffrey D Sachs is Professor of Economics, and Director of the Center
for International Development, Harvard University.
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MMPANIYIL
BANGALORE -Thefirstassignment
of apoorman�shand-held computer,
developed in this global IThub, is to
bringbasic education to tribal children
in central India.

At$200apiece, theSimputer,
when firstdevelopedand launched late
last year by four professors at the
prestigious Indian InstituteofScience
(IISc) here,was hailed for itsmajor
pricebreakthroughandtoutedas the
answer to thedigital divide that puts
technologybeyondtheaccessofpoorer

Poor man�s computer
India scientists may have found a way to bridge the digital divide.

people.
TheParis-basedcharitySouth

AsiaFoundation (SAF)has roped in
thecreatorsof theSimputer anddigital
broadcaster,WorldSpace radio, for the
device�s first field application�an
interactiveeducationprogrammefor
rural children in the remoteBastar
districtof centralChattisgarh state.

PicoPetaSimputers,acompany
launchedby the coalition,will be
fundedby theRainbowPartnership
Organisation, anSAFinitiative that
promotescooperationamongtheseven

membersof theSouthAsianAssocia-
tionofRegionalCooperation(SAARC).

SAFisthebrainchildofveteran
Indiandiplomatandadvisertothe
UNESCO,MadanjeetSingh.�Ourpilot
projectinBastarisexpectedtobenefit
about2,000students,�saysProfessor
SwamiManohar,theactingchief
executiveofficerPicoPetaSimputers.�It
willbeoperationalinsixmonths.�

Already,thenewcompanyhastied
upwithpublicsectorgiantBharat
ElectronicsLtdtoproduceabout100
Simputersthatwillbeusedtoreceive
digitalcontentbroadcastbyWorldSpace,
whichhasbeenbroadcastingdigitaldata
alongwithitspopularvoicebroadcastof
newsandentertainment.Atpresent,only
commercialorganisationsdownload
WorldSpacebroadcastsusingpersonal
computers.�Personalcomputerstendto
useupalotofdiskspacetostorevoice
files.Butthetext-to-voicecapabilityof
theSimputermakestheprocesseasy,�
notesProfessorRameshHariharan,the
youngestoftheIIScFabFour,asthe
localmediacallsthem.�Itisinteractive
andeasytooperate,thusenhancingthe
effectivenessofeducationprogrammes,�
saysHariharan.

Fendingoffcriticismthathigh-
technologywasbeingfoistedonschools
thatstill lackblackboardsandbuildings,
HariharanarguesthattheSimputercan
bridgethedigitaldivideinacreativeway.
Together,theycanmakeavailable
professionallydesignedlessonstothe
mostfar-flungvillagethathaveno
telephoneorelectricity,heexplains.

Hundredsofvillagesinsouthern
Karnatakastate,ofwhichBangaloreisthe
capital,lackelectricityortelephone

connectionsandcangreatlybenefitifthe
interactiveeducationinBastartakesoff.
Smartcardsareusedtopersonalise
applicationsinaSimputer.These
detachablecredit-card-likedeviceswill
functionasblackboards,notebooksand
reportcardsintheBastareducation
project.Eachstudent�ssmartcardwill
enableher,herteachersandthecourse
designertomonitortheprogressof
lessonsstudied.Thiswillevenenable
studentsatnon-formaleducation
programmestostudyattheirownpace
andaccordingtotheirability.

�OncetheSimputersareinplace,the
villagerscanusethemforotherpurposes

suchasmicrocreditfacilities,storingand
accessingagriculturaldataandsoon,�says
ProfessorVijayChandru,directorof
PicoPetaSimputers.Simputersare
adaptabletoalargerangeofrural
applications.Withthesmartcard,they
canfunctionasaneffectiveaidtofacilitate
villagecensus,agriculturaldatacollection,
andevenroutineservicessuchasrailway
ticketreservations.

Theprofessorswill also help to
developthecontent for theeducation
project. �First and foremostweare
teachers.Togetherwehave35yearsof
teachingexperience,�Manohar says.
�Whatweenvisage is a setof software

tools adaptable for awide rangeof
teachingapplications,� explains
Chandru.

Amajorhurdle for theSimputer
hasbeengettingenoughventurecapital
or corporate tie-ups to start commercial
production.Help fromtwo �angel�
funders took theproject throughthe
prototypephase.

Oneof the factors that could
discourage commercial tie-ups is the
uniqueopen-licensingprocedureof
Simputer. Itworks on thepublic-
licenceLinuxoperating system.
PicoPetaSimputershasanother
problem. � � (IPS)
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Editorial in Saptahik Bimarsa, 28 September
We agree that the government is barely functioning. Sometimes it makes you wonder whether the problem
is the government or the country. The administration is oversized and almost incapable of running the
country. If we analyse the following points, we will understand why that happens:

1) Take the issue of land reform. The proposal has passed through four phases since the day the prime
minister made his first announcement and come back to where the process began—square one. As soon
as the prime minister made his announcement (that land reform would be undertaken) the government
banned all sale and transfer of ownership, which created confusion. Then a bill was presented in
parliament, but before it was passed, the government began saying all actions would be taken according
to its provisions. Then the Supreme Court ruled against the government decision. The people were
confused once again on whether they should go by what the government said or by what the Supreme
Court ordered. This is one example about how confusing a half-baked government decision can be. And if
this is how things happen, then the largest problem the citizens face is the government. This shows how
ill-conceived the decision was, one which prevented people from using their own property.

2) Another prime example of the functioning of the government can be seen from the way top officials
function. It is difficult to believe how soon they can begin to violate thier own decisions. The secretaries of
government meet every two weeks, led by the Chief Secretary. This is a routine meeting. At almost every
meeting they decide on one thing (including everything else they decide on)—that they will reduce the
misuse of official vehicles. The minutes of the meeting are there for all to see at the cabinet secretariat.
Upon stepping out of the meeting the secretaries, including the chief secretary, begin going against their
decision by misusing official vehicles. The secretaries who imported duty-free vehicles are not supposed
to use office transport. But the secretaries and the chief secretary keep their duty-free vehicles at home
and use official cars to come to the meeting and decide on reducing their misuse. This is one misuse of
official previlage which the prime minister can see for himself if he looks out of his chamber windows...

3) It is not a very easy job to create, close and divide ministries. But in the last five years the government
has done this twice. There used to be 21 ministries. In 1995, six more were added, including the ministry of
Population and Environment, Women and Social Welfare, and Youth, Sports and Culture, among others. In
2000, the government decided to bring the number of ministries back to 21 by merging them. Some
ministries were split and then merged with different ministries. Take the Ministry of Works and
Transport. This ministry was divided in two—the infrastructure section was attached to the Ministry
of Planning and the transport part went to the labour ministry. Naturally, The taxpayers paid for all of
this shuffling.

4 ) The Special Police Department is another
example. During Girjia Prasad Koirala’s
third stint as prime minister, a decision
was made to keep the department directly
under the cabinet. The process was
completed, and the force started
functioning under direct orders of the

cabinet. But the arrangement did not last
and the cabinet decided to put the

department under the Home Ministry
again. Koirala was prime minister
when this was done. Then Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai became prime

minister. Under him the special police
department  was made to function under

orders of the prime minister’s office. After
a few months the department was again

transferred to the home ministry. Within a span
of two years, the special police department was required to function under separate bosses four times.
Don’t ask what this does for the morale of the department.

5) In 1997, a cabinet meeting held under the chairmanship of the prime minister decided to form an
investment promotion council. It was to function under the prime minister’s office. It had its members and
member secretary named, but the council got lost in Singha Darbar within five months. The council has not
been formally shut down, nor has it ever met. If an entire council can vanish like this, what can be said of
other decisions taken by the government?

6) In 1998, the prime minister gave birth to a new institution: it was called the commerce advisory group.
The prime minister was the head of this group and it was supposed to be situated within the National
Planning Commission premises. Its members and member-secretary were also appointed. It worked for
about two months, but did not meet thereafter—it was perhaps not thought necessary. The prime minister
remained in office for nine months after the formation of the group but no one cared about it. It soon got
lost in the maze that is Singha Darbar.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Deshantar Saptahik, 30 September.

The palacemassacre, the height inmurder, terror, aberration and contradiction,
marks the end of an age of feudal nationalism.

�CPN(Maoist)ChairmanPrachanda in JandishaNationalDaily.

wouldbeno terrorist activity in the
Valley.Since thearmywasalready
getting ready tomove in and the
NationalSecurityCouncilwasalso
active,KhadkawantedDeubato
informthese twoorganisationsofwhat
washappeningand seek their opinions
too.Deubawasnotprepared to listen
toKhadka,but insteadaccused the
homeminister ofwanting todisrupt
thedialogue.Wehave to remember,
Khakdawas the first personwho said
in public that a dialogue should be
held. As a result of all this, people are
finding it veryhard tobelieveDeuba.
His actions seemtohaveonlyhadan
effectontheMaoists�
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Bomb scare
JanaAastha,26September

Maoists leaders flyquiteoften these
days. Since they comeandgoall the
time, theatmosphereatTribhuvan
InternationalAirport is very tense.On
themorningof the25th (September), a
�bomb��abig,unclaimedbag�was
foundneara security checkpointat the
airport.Therewaschaosbecauseof the
unidentifiedbaggage, and theairport
only returned tonormalcy in the
evening.All flightswere stopped, the
RNACflight toDelhiwasdelayedby
twohours.All aircraftwere towedto
safety,peoplewereevacuatedandthe
army�s bomb-disposal squadwas
called in.Troops surrounded the
airport; theymoved inandchecked it
thoroughly.The soldiers thencarried
thebagout andopened it carefully.
Inside itwere someancientbooksused
byTibetanmonks.Thebagwas later
handedover to thepolice�

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�Misinforming�
Saptahik Janadesh,25September

AtopMaoist leaderhas accused
Kantipurof spreadingmisinformation.
In its 23September issue,Kantipur
statedthat theMaoistswereworking
togetherwithLibya.TheMaoist leader
denied this and said the statementwas
baseless.He said thiswas done to
maligntheMaoistorganisation,which
was fighting for the rights of the
people.Headded that this raised
suspicionabout the intentionsof the
paper.The leader further stated that
thepaper�s claimthatRamBahadur
Thapahadbeenexpelled fromthe
SovietUnionwhilehewas studying
there is also completely false.He said
actionwouldbe takenagainstKantipur
if it spreadmisinformation and
rumours.TheMaoists are amajor
political forcehere and saying they are
in leaguewith international terrorist
organisations is puremisinformation.
Kantipurhasbeendefaming the
Maoists for some timenow. It is
functioning the samewayas theCIA,
its intentions arenot clear or good.
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Guns and talks
Kantipur,26September

Excerpts froman interviewwithDurga
Subedi, amediator employedby
KrishnaPrasadBhattarai�s government
tobring theMaoists to talks.

How did you come in contact
with the Maoist leaders?
Imet themwhen theywere in exile.
After Imovedaway fromGirijaPrasad
Koirala, I startedattending theirpublic
meetings as a guest. Besides their
arguments aboutNepali politics and
society,weused toagreeonalmost
everything. I cameclose to them
becauseof this association, Ihave
gained their trust and it is very easy for
metocontact thembyanymeans
whennecessary. Itwasduring the
secondhalf of1999 thatPrachanda
andBaburamwrote tomesaying they
wantedtomeetme.Wemetand

discussed the possibility of their
coming todialogueand they toldme
that theywerewilling.General elections
were tobeheld soonafter, and there
was apossibility thatKrishnaPrasad
Bhattaraiwouldbecometheprime
minister. I thenmet the leaders of
variouspoliticalparties andconveyed
thewishes of theMaoist leaders.All
agreeddialogue shouldbeheld and
this strengthenedmyposition as a
mediator.Around this timeKhum
BahadurKhadkaannouncedina
speech inDang that itwaspossible to
hold adialoguewith terrorists too.

How and when were you given
the responsibility of an official
mediator?
Although, Iwas in touchwith the
Maoistsmuchbefore thegeneral
elections, Imet thevariouspolitical
leaders after thepolls and informed
themabout theaspirationsof the
Maoist leaders. I even spoke to then
PrimeMinisterKPBhattarai and
informedhimthat Iwas incontact
with them.Bhattarai toldmethat a
conducive environmentneededtobe
created fordialogue tobepossible.All
procedures and formalitieswere
completed. I thenasked the
government tobeofficially appointeda
mediator, andthenHomeMinister
PurnaBahadurKhadkagavemea letter
saying so. Imet theMaoists secretly for
four to fivemonths.The issue of an
exchangeofprisoners cameup.To
build trust, theMaoists released
DeputySuperintendentofPolice
(DSP)ThuleRai; thegovernment in
return releasedDevGurungand
SureshAleMagar.After this,
Prachandawrotea letteraskingthat the
dialoguebe started.Thegovernment
formedahigh level committeeunder
the leadershipofSherBahadurDeuba
to takeup the issue.Deuba and the
Maoist representativesmetacoupleof
times.As soon as this process started,
theCongress partypresident [Girija
PrasadKoirala] startedacampaignto
toppleBhattarai.Koiralabecameprime
minister and startedhis campaignof
suppressing theMaoists.Hede-
manded that theMaoists giveup their
weapons.Koirala forgot thatearlier
when theCongresswasholding a
dialoguewith theking, theyhadnot
givenuptheirweapons.Theweapons
theCongress collectedat that timeare
still stored in India under the directive
ofKoiralahimself.

Do you have proof that these
weapons are being held in
India by Koirala�s orders?
UmeshGiri has publicly said hewas
workingunder thedirect orders of
Koirala and thathehimself hid the
weapons. Accordingto the information
Ihave received, theseweapons are in
Varanasi,UttarPradesh, and the
personkeeping an eyeon them is
NarotthamDasKapoor, aliasBhaiyaji.
Wehaveproof thatKoiralahad
amassed andhas stored 351 .303
guns, 45 SLR rifles, 25 carbines, 36
Stenguns, andmanyotherweapons.

You have said the environment
for dialogue was created over
two years ago, and accuse
Koirala of destroying the
possibility of talks�
TheMaoist revolutionwas just a
stepping-stone topower forKoirala.He
nevermadeaneffort to solve the
problem. I donot trustKoirala�s style
ofworking.PadmaRatna(Tuladhar)
was themediator then...Today the top
Maoist leaders and theprimeminister
are indirect contact again. I amstill a
mediator.

You could have been made the
facilitator, then?
People representing theMaoists and
governmentsideshavebecome
facilitators.Amediator is apersonwho
has the trust of both sides.Once you
becomea facilitator, therecouldbe
problemswith trust. I amhappy to
remainamediator.
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Radio Mao
JanaAastha,26Septmber

TheMaoistshavebeenoperatingan
FMradio station inRukumfor the
past year.The station is in theMahat
VillageDevelopmentCommitteeand
it broadcasts for anhour everyday,
from7am-8am.According to
ComradeBishal, amemberof the
Maoistsdistrict committee cell, this
has been very useful�as it is not
possible for all people to attend all the
Maoistmeetings, the radiobroadcasts
all speeches, directives andorders
passedby theMaoists.Nowadays
mostmeetingsorganisedby the
Maoists are alsobroadcast liveon local
FM.Besides this, theFMalso
broadcasts �revolutionary� educational
andotherprograms for its armed
forces.The station�s signals canbe
received as far as a full day�s
walkaway.Thestation
doesnothave
apermanent
transmis-
siontower,
all compo-
nentsare
indigenousand Maoistcadresare
responsible for its proper functioning.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Distrust at the top
GhatanaRaBichar,26September

Deubawants topresenthimself as a
great leaderby resolving theMaoist
insurgency.Buthis style of function-
inghas createdmistrust andproblems
within the rulingparty, itsmembers,
andthegovernment.Hisdetractors
sayDeubabelieves theMaoistsmore
thanhebelieves his ownministers,

and if he continues thisway, therewill
be no reason for the rulingparty and
thegovernment toexist.People close
toDeuba say that althoughheappears
very open and frank in public, he is
actually just the opposite.He is very
narrow-minded, short-sightedand
conspiratorial. Somuchso, that even
hisownhomeminister,Khum
BahadurKhadka,doesnothavehis
full trust. People close toDeuba say
that hedoesnotpresent all facts, or
confide in thehomeminister about
thedevelopments in the talksbetween
theMaoists andhimself.Whenhewas
homeminister earlier,Khadkahad
publicly said that theMaoist problem
couldonlybe resolved through a
dialogueand thathewas against the
use of force.He still believes that such
negotiations are theonlyway this
problemcanbe solved.Despite this,
the primeminister does not trust him.
Thishas createdproblemswithin the
rulingparty and thegovernment.

Peoplehave realised that the
decision to impose abanon
demonstrations in the threedistricts of
KathmanduValleywasamistakeand
thereare some ingovernment, too,
who feel itwasnot thecorrectdecision.
This has created a lot of problems for
thehomeminister.Hehadasked
DeubatonegotiatewiththeMaoists
beforewithdrawing thedecision.He
had said that the ban should be
withdrawnonly if theMaoists could
assure theprimeminister that there

Government flip-flops

KBMahara:We�ll turnNarayanhiti andSinghaDarbar into thePentagon�.
ABVajpayee (inHindi):HelloBush�..we�ve spotted the Pentagon terrorist inNepal.Could it be
binLaden?
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ANTOANETA BEZLOVA
BEIJING -Inapost-11September
worlddefinedbyUSPresident
GeorgeWBush�smaxim��either
youarewithus,oryouarewith the
terrorists��ithadbecomeincreas-
inglydifficult forChinatobereticent
oninternationalconflicts. Inmarked
contrast to its earlieroppositionon
joiningsuchUS-ledalliances,Beijing
respondedquickly that it stood�side
byside�withAmerica. Ithasbackeda
UNSecurityCouncilresolutionon
the�fightagainst terrorism�and
sharedintelligencewiththeCIAon
Asian-basedterrorists.Beijingand
Washingtonareworkingsoclosely
together for the first timesinceMao
ZedongandPresidentRichardNixon
forgedastrategicalliance to fight the
SovietUnioninthe1970s.

HowBeijingstandsbyitspledge
tosupport theUS-ledmilitaryand
diplomaticactionmightbeadefining
momentforChina-USrelations,and
forChina�s futureasaworldand
regionalpower.Stokedbya lifetime
ofmediadepictionsof theUSas the
country�stopenemy,manyhere
believeWashington�s foremostgoal is
tocontainChina�s rise togreatness.
TheMay1999USbombingofthe
ChineseembassyinBelgradeandthe
spyplaneconflictnearHainanIsland
lastAprilwhichleftoneChinesepilot
deadonlystrengthenedthose
perceptions.

NowBeijingwantstoassumethe
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MUSHAHID HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD -Atthecoreofapossiblecleavagebetween
IslamabadandWashingtonis the�thedayafter,� thepost-
binLadenphase.Thekeyareasofdivergenceare the roleof
theNorthernAlliance inthecomingweeks,andwhatsortof
politicaldispensationwouldorcouldreplacetheTaliban
regimewere it tounravel.PakistanForeignMinisterAbdul
SattarvoicedPakistan�s reservationswhenhewarned
recently:�Wemustnotmaketheblunderof foistinga
governmentonAfghanistan.Anysuchdecisionfromforeign
powers togiveassistance toone sideor theother in
Afghanistanisarecipeforgreatdisaster fortheAfghan
people.�Earlier,NationalSecurityAdvisorCondoleezaRice
hadtoldTVnetworksAfghanswouldbe�betteroff�
withouttheTaliban.PresidentBushpubliclysought�the
cooperationofAfghancitizenswhomaybetiredofhaving
theTaliban inplace.�Headdedacaveat, though:�We�re
not intonationbuilding,we�re focusedonjustice.�

Pakistanhas threeconcerns.First, theanti-terrorism
campaignbelimitedtonabbingOsamabinLadenandhis
cohorts,notremovingaregimeperceivedas�friendly�to
Pakistan.Second,theNorthernAlliance, theTaliban�s
principalopponentswhooccupy10percentofnorthern
AfghanistannearTajikistan,UzbekistanandTurkmenistan,
shouldnotbeenlisted,becausethenthecampaignwouldbe

a�GetTaliban�
operationaswell.
Third,enlarging
theAmerican
anti-terrorism
agendacould
generate
instabilityand
uncertaintyin
Afghanistan,
inducearefugee

roleofamajorglobalplayer.Some
experts sayChinadoesn�twant tosee
areplayofKosovowhenitwas
isolated in its supportofSlobodan
Milosevic.Also, intheory,Chinaand
theUSshareconcernsabout
terrorism.Beijingisworriedaboutthe
spreadofIslamicseparatismin
Xinjiang,whichbordersAfghanistan.
Bothcountrieswanttocontain
Muslimfund-amentalisminCentral
andSouthAsia.Buthumanrights
activistswarnthat somecountries
mightusetheglobalcoalition�sefforts
asacover fordomesticcampaigns
againstpoliticalopponents.Beijing
hasalreadylaiddownconditionsfor
supportofanyUSretaliation,saying
WashingtonshouldbackChinainits
ownstruggleagainst�terrorismand
separatism�inXinjiang,Tibetand
Taiwan.

Waralsocarries thedangerof
instabilityalongChina�sbordersand
theprospectofUSmilitaryexpansion
inCentralAsia.WiththeUSmilitary
alreadyinJapanandKorea,an
Americanattackwouldbring
AmericantroopstoChina�s frontand
backdoors.Yet even this is seenas a
bonus intheshort-term,asanalysts
sayWashingtonwillbetoopreoccu-
piedwith itsownsecurity issues to
worryaboutprotectingTaiwan,
whichChinaconsidersarenegade
province.�If theUnitedStates
believesmajorpost-ColdWarthreats
arecomingmainlyfromtheMiddle

East,whydidtheUSgovernment
placesucha largenumberof troops in
EastAsia?�asksYanXuetong,
directoroftheInternationalAffairs
ResearchInstituteatQinghua
University.Yanalsospeculates that
Washingtonmight be forced to
divert its attention frombuilding a
missile defence system,which
China firmly opposes, to strength-
eningdomestic security.

Alongwithstrategicreasons,
China�swillingness toparticipate in
theseefforts isdrivenbyitseconomic
concerns.Beijing�s15-yearquest to
jointheWTOhasbeenfinally
approved.InNovember,Chinaisto
becomeamemberof thetradebody,
gainingaccess tomarketsacross the
world.Asanetoil importer,China
alsowants toensure its suppliesofoil
andgasarenot interruptedbywarsor
terrorist acts. � (IPS)

influx intoPakistan,andearntheTaliban�s ire, thatcould
bedestabilisingforPakistan,giventheAfghanregime�s
nexuswithseminariesandpolitically-activereligiousgroups
inPakistan.

Butothers in theregiondonot share thisperspective.
TurkeyandRussiahaveannouncedsupportforthe
NorthernAlliancethat isunlikely tobeconfinedtowords.
Iran, saying,�weareneitherwiththeAmericansnorwith
the terrorists,�wouldnot shedanytears for theTaliban.
NorwouldChina,whoseintelligenceandanti-terrorism
expertsbriefedtheircounterparts inWashingtonon25
SeptemberaboutAfghanistan, thefirst suchintelligence
cooperationsincethefirstAfghanistanwar inthe1980s.
AndPakistanPresidentGenPervezMusharraf, inhis
speechtothenationon19September,accusedIndiaof
organisingtherecentmoot intheTajikcapitalDushanbe,
whereplanswereapparentlydiscussed inthepresenceof
Iran,RussiaandUzebikstantodisplace theTalibanand
promotetheNorthernAlliance.TheTalibanregimehas
beenfurther isolatedafter theUAEandSaudiArabiabroke
all tieswith it.Finally,discreet, intelligence-cum-political
manoeuvresseemalreadyunderwaytoweakentheTaliban
regimefromwithin�inducingdefectionsfromtheirkey
commanders.TheTalibanthemselvesdeployedthis tactic
tocapturepowerduring1994-1996�athirdoftheir
commandersaredefectors,whichfacilitatedtherelatively
peacefulconquestofAfghanistanfiveyearsagowhenthey
capturedKabul inSeptember1996.UScontactswith
formerAfghanKingZahirShah,inexile inRomesince
1973whenhewasdeposed inacoupinKabul, arepartof
theprocess likely tounfold incomingweeksdespite
Pakistan�s reservations. � (IPS)
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ABID ASLAM
WASHINGTON - Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan have emerged as
possible frontline US allies against Afghanistan. The Bush administration
has not clarified the kind of presence it intends to establish in the Central
Asian countries, what level of support it expects from their governments,
and what price it is willing to pay in return for their allegiance. Many
details may not come to light until after the initial military campaign, but
observers are still worried. Tajikistan is embroiled in clan disputes with
religious overtones that have persisted even after a peace process
incorporating self-described Islamists in the government. The cash-
strapped government has had to commit resources to containing incursions
by Afghanistan-based rebels fighting Uzbekistan’s government. The focus
on security has stalled political reforms and suppressed economic activity.
Some 10,000 Russian troops under Moscow’s command are based in
Tajikistan and patrol its Afghan border with the mandate to keep rebels
and refugees out. Tajikistan also borders China.

Moscow and Beijing, themselves fighting Muslim separatists in
Chechnya and Xinjiang respectively, have said they will contribute in some
way to the fight against the Taliban but neither welcomes the prospect of
Washington gaining a foothold in Central Asia. Turkmenistan has offered
vague assurances of support to the US. It commands uninterrupted territory
and air space from the Caspian Sea to the Afghan border. At a minimum,
say analysts, Washington will want overflight rights. If a ground war is
launched, Turkmenistan could be a valuable staging area Soviet forces
entered Afghanistan from there in 1979. Uzbekistan says it is willing to
discuss any form of cooperation with Washington. It has a usable air base
near the Afghan border and could provide a valuable base for ground
infiltration because the territory immediately across its frontier is controlled
by the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance.

Policy, military, and intelligence officials say despite their ties to
Moscow and Beijing, the countries could be won over to Washington’s side
with military and intelligence assistance, bilateral and multilateral loans
and aid, and the promise of state visits and other symbolic gestures. But
Human Rights Watch in an open letter to Secretary of State Colin Powell
warns that “some governments may cynically take advantage of this cause
to justify their own internal crackdowns on perceived political opponents,
‘separatists’ or religious activists, in the expectation that the United States
will now be silent.” The risk of such opportunism, the group says, could be
greatest in Uzbekistan, where President Islam Karimov’s government has in
recent years imprisoned and tortured thousands of non-violent Muslims for
worshipping outside state controls. Washington has sent military personnel
there to prepare a staging area for operations in Afghanistan. The Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan, accused of exploding car bombs and attacking
civilians, was added to the official US list of terrorist organisations on 15
September. Uzbekistan and Tajikistan repress even apolitical religious
observance and organisation as threats to ruling elites, according to the
International Crisis Group (ICG), a think-tank
for conflict resolution.

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are also in deep economic trouble, and
unrest is being fuelled by the growing gap between elites who benefit from
privatisation and other market-friendly reforms and disenfranchised
majorities. A recent ICG report says a “breaking point” is near. “If it is
reached, spontaneous uprisings or organised underground political
activity, increasing militancy, and a readiness to seek the overthrow of
current regimes can all be anticipated.” They fear economic aid, condi-
tional or no-strings, could merely stoke the fires of revolt by fuelling
disparity and corruption. �   (IPS)
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JASJIT SINGH
After half-a-century of cool relations, the United States and India are
quietly establishing a strategic partnership. India’s foreign and defence
minister, Jaswant Singh has already offered India as a base for US military
operations against terrorist targets. Three short years ago, few would have
forecast this convergence of interests. India’s nuclear tests had put it in
America’s diplomatic ‘dog-house.’ Even though with the end of the Cold
War such spats seemed distinctly archaic, until recently, the only real
similarities between the two were that they were the world’s largest democra-
cies. Shared stakes were few and an almost endless laundry list of griev-
ances existed on both sides. Suddenly, these irritations have melted away.

During the Cold War, American efforts to contain the Soviet Union ran
head-on into India’s aspirations and its leadership of the global non-
aligned movement. India was seen as the Number One friend of America’s
Number One enemy, the Soviet Union, souring US-India relations.
Liberalising India’s economy in 1991 improved India’s image in the US as
it strengthened India’s economy at home. But Pakistan has remained the
complicating factor. From the 1950s, America’s ties to Pakistan as a bulwark
against Soviet expansion intruded, as America felt compelled to shade its
policies toward India in the light of its relations with Pakistan. Locked in a
downward spiral of instability and economic mismanagement for over a
decade, Pakistan’s standing with America decayed as its role as a Cold War
buffer receded. In recent years, Pakistan’s ongoing support for the Taliban
boomeranged against it. The countries misadventures in Kashmir, and the
military coup that removed its elected government alienated American
opinion even more. The other factor impeding closer US-India ties was
nuclear non-proliferation. American policy targeted India with the mantra
of “cap, reduce, and eliminate” nuclear capabilities in South Asia.  But with
the issue of Kashmir alive, neither Pakistan nor India was willing to
unilaterally abandon its search for nuclear weapons.

Paradoxically, India’s nuclear tests in May 1998 broke the logjam. A
strategic dialogue was initiated between the US and India to discuss
security interests. Consultation on such matters with a country that was
neither enemy nor ally was unique for America. For India the talks broke
new ground, as security issues on this scale were rarely discussed during the
Cold War. Consultations during the Kargil War in Kashmir in 1999, when
India combined military action with politico-diplomatic moves, inspired
confidence in and between both governments. President Bush’s readiness
to consult with India’s leadership on missile defence at senior levels, and
India’s positive (some say enthusiastic) response, was a sign that the new
relationship was progressing.

But Indo-US relations have more than a strategic/military component.
America is India’s largest trading partner. India’s IT industry has ballooned
from $150 million ten years ago to $5.7 billion in 1999-2000. Two of five
US Fortune 500 companies outsource their software requirements to India.
The nearly 1.8 million expatriate Indians in America—mostly highly skilled
professionals—are vital to the US economy, and are gaining a strong voice
in US domestic politics.

Rethinking the sanctions imposed on India in the wake of its nuclear
tests has begun, and the sanctions may be lifted soon. Drug trafficking,
money laundering and economic crimes are areas where the two countries
are already working together. Military co-operation is quietly under way. The
Defense Policy Group established in 1995 will push cooperation forward. �
(Project Syndicate)

Jasjit Singh, a retired Air Commodore, is director of the India Institute
for Strategic Studies.
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EDITORIAL IN THE NATION (BANGKOK)
When Japan chipped in $13 billion to help the US-led forces in the Gulf
War it was criticised for putting its dollars where it was too afraid to put its
soldiers. It was the biggest financial contributor to the operation, but on the
geo-political front Tokyo wasn’t going to get any respect.

In the aftermath of the attacks in the US, Tokyo has been stressing that
it will supply “visible support”—military officials and manned equipment
closer to the action. The problem is Japan’s pacifist constitution renounces
war as a means to settle international disputes and successive governments
have interpreted that to mean Japan is banned from going to the aid of
allies when they are attacked. Prime Minister Koizumi has promised swift
enactment of a new law allowing Japan to provide logistical support for US
military action, including the supply and transport of unspecified items and
medical services. Aside from Tokyo’s long-standing desire to bring its
diplomatic clout in line with its economic power, the country has been a
target of terrorism—including a chemical gas attack on one of its busiest
railway stations—and is dependent on imported oil.

But all that doesn’t make Japan’s neighbours, particularly China and
the Koreas, easier about moves to unchain Japan’s military, which despite
its unthreatening name, Self Defence Force, is one of the largest, most
technically advanced in the world. The plan has also caused unease at
home, where memories of militarism and defeat run deep. Koizumi will
likely soon visit China, the site of some of the Japanese Imperial Army’s
worst atrocities in WW II. In addition to discussing plans to support the anti-
terror coalition, Koizumi will try to make up for his visit to a controversial
Tokyo war shrine last month.

China, like most of the region, has given its wary assent to Japan’s
plans. Beijing and other Asian capitals have reasons for wanting to keep a
lid on extreme challenges to the political status quo. There is also reason
to believe that Japan, which is much more pro-Arab than America, may be
a moderating influence. Koizumi reportedly hopes to seek understanding
from the Chinese side, and to reiterate that he has no intention of
justifying his nation’s past conduct. Perhaps he should go further and use
his first possible meeting with President Jiang Zemin to make a bigger
gesture to the region of Tokyo’s contrition for the deeds of the past and
intention to set things straight. �

The eagle, the peacock, the Taliban

Japan�s burden of history

What Central Asia wants
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he countryside is still a few
minutes outside Kathmandu
but imperilled as the city

races to expand. The Ring Road,
only a few years old, has encour-
aged a rash of new buildings so
that what is now a roller coaster
drive through fields and hamlets
about the city shows signs of
becoming a highway through busy
suburbs.

A drive along the Chinese
road past Bhaktapur to
Dhaulaghat on the river Sunkosi,
or to the Chinese frontier beyond,
carries one through some of the
most enchanting scenery I have
ever seen. Before it leaves the
Valley, it climbs and dips and
snakes through fields so lumi-
nously emerald in summer, so
vividly mustard yellow in spring
that the colours almost hurt.
Willows weep beside meandering
streams across which old bridges
arch, and bottle-brush bleed.

Huts and hamlets glow white
and ochre and terracotta red,
draped in season with scarlet
chillies and green garlands of
drying vegetables. Golden corn-
cobs are piled against trees or
sprout like fungus below over-
hanging eaves. There are gerani-
ums andmarigolds in tins on
window ledges. In the hedgerows
are pink and white roses, bou-
quets of Lantana and wild flowers
I cannot name. Above this
profusion of loveliness the
mountains rise ridge upon ridge
to meet the snows and there are
no two hours of the day when
they look the same. Often they
wear blossoms of clouds or are
truncated by brewing storms. And
though one may have seen them a
thousand times, the great snow

Valley villages
by DESMOND DOIGSAVING FAITH

peaks when bright with day or
flushed with dawn or sunset are
breathtaking, humbling, unforget-
table.

Hardly a village in the Valley
is without a history of a hundred
legends. They sat across trade
routes, faced invaders, were
commissioned by kings or
inspired by gods. So Sangma owes
its legendary origins to the God
Bhim Sen, who, when the Valley
was a lake, used to moor his boat
where the village is now. Bhim
Sen is the patron saint of traders
and so Sangma, straddling the
trade route to Tibet, built him a
shrine. AMalIa king of
Bhaktapur, while out hunting,
met and loved a girl of Pyangaon
who bore him several children.
To them in time he gave exclusive
rights to manufacture the bamboo
measuring pots called ha pa. To
this day Pyangaon goes onmaking
hapa which are used throughout
the Valley.

For centuries Thankot has
guarded the trade route to India
where it enters the Valley. Its
ancient name is Shonitapur which
commemorates a battle fought
between the son of Krishna and
the demon brother of a
legendarily beautiful womanwho
lived here. Much was the blood
spilled and Shonitapur means the
place of blood. The Gurkha King
Prithvi Narayan Shah realising the
strategic importance of the village
posted a military garrison there
and changed its name to Thankot
� a place of garrison. The quiet
beauty of Lubha attracted a Malla
queen so powerfully that she
abandoned her palace in Patan
and settled in the village. There
she sold a golden dish to raise the

money necessary to expand the
village. Her endowment is
remembered in the name Lubhu
whichmeans dish of gold. Royal
passion of another kind gave the
village of Sanagaon its popular
name Thasi. The settlement was
infamous for its destructive
malaria: so much so that political
prisoners of the Malla era were
sent there to perish. When a king
once visited Sanagaon the inmates
of this penal colony begged him
to settle them elsewhere to which
the king said Sisa thasi which
translates more or less, �I do not
care if you die or not. The word
Thasi stuck but happily, the
malaria disappeared.

I remember Sankhu on a rich
northern trade route as a hand-
some village of five houses and
four gates. It is greatly changed
but the story of its origins
remains. Above the village on a
wooded hillside and approached
by a long flight of stone stairs is a
temple to Goddess Bajra Yogini.
She once lived there and legend
has her inspiring the Saint
Manjusri to visit the holy
Kathmandu lake and drain the
water from the Valley. An early
king of the Valley humbly offered
himself to the goddess to sate her
great hunger. She obligingly ate
him and later one of his sons built
Sankhu in her honour which
makes one wonder whether he
particularly liked his forbear
or not.

Self-sacrifice gave Namo
Buddha, a beautiful spot actually
outside the Valley, its name; it
seems that in the dawn of time
three princes were out hunting
near the spot when they hap-
pened upon a tigress and her cubs
that were so starved they were
near death. The youngest prince
fed them his own flesh until he
himself died, an act of such grace
that the Buddha himself recog-
nised the prince as Bodhisattava.

Oneofmy favourite hamlets,
distinguishedby a smallRana
palace, isNagarkot fromwhere one
can see Everest and almost forever.
Apart frombeing the retreat of an
endearingRanaPrimeMinister,
Nagarkot has a connotation of
happy indolence one cannothelp
appreciating. It seems a ruler of
Kathmanduonce imported a large
force ofmercenaries from the
Punjab for defence against the
encroachingGurkhas.He settled
thematNagarkotwhere these
staunch and valiant fighters soon
succumbed to the local air, local
wine and local beauty. Somuch so
thatwhen theGurkhas invaded and
were at the city gates, the imported
stalwarts weremerrily useless. The
years have reduced their shame and
identity.Theynowpass asNepalis
but to this day are known as
Nagarkotis. In this story lies the
moral; those who taste of the
delights of theKathmanduValley
are forever blissfully enslaved.�

(Excerpted with permission from
MyKinds ofKathmandu,
Harper Collins, 1994.)

T
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Valley villages have a hundred
legends of kings and gods, histories
of trade routes and invaders.
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jazz ensemble
ROBIN LAL SHRESTHA - Tabla

SANTOSH BHAKTA - Ishraj

SURESH RAJ BAJRACHARYA - Sarod

JEEVAN ALE - Flute

NAVIN CHETTRI - Drums/Vocals

PRAVIN CHETTRI - Guitars/Trumpet

JIGMEE SHERPA - Guitars

CHI THAPA - Bass

percussion
ensemble

HOMNATH UPADHYA - Tabla,

Pakhawaz, Mridangam

NAVIN CHETTRI - Drums, Udu

PRAVIN CHETTRI - Congas

JIGMEE SHERPA - Djembe

date: 13th october|time: 6:30 pm | venue: Patan Museum, Patan | tickets: 599/-

TICKETS available at
BRITISH COUNCIL | SUMMIT HOTEL/PATAN MUSEUM CAFE |
UPSTAIRS JAZZ CLUB, lazimpat | THE LAST RESORT, thamel

FOR MORE DETAILS : CALL 416983, 427257
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ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
ariRokaya,marathon runner,
eats nothing other thanplain
old daal-bhat-tarkari.His

training is similarly low tech, but
youwouldn�t know that from this
39-year-old�s impressive record of
first places. There ismore to the
story than a starchyNepali diet.
Rokaya�s is a tale of hardwork,
determination, perseverance,
patriotism�and, sadly, corruption
in the sporting authorities.

HariBahadurRokaya is from
Jumla.The very name conjures up a
harshmountainous terrain,with
long, difficultwinters and a harvest
of barley and potatoes that is never
enough for the year. Perhaps
Rokaya, who for the last two
decades has displayed the endur-
ance needed towinmarathons,
tookhis cue fromhis environment.

His life reads like a highland

Marathon man
The �Everest Runner� is going places.

ForrestGump fiction.Rokaya
modestly describes himself as a shy
lad atChandannathSecondary
School inKhalanga, the headquar-
ters of Jumla district. But that
changed after hewonhis first race
in theBirendraRunningShield
Inter SchoolGameswhen in grade
eight.He took off and he�s still
running.Hewon the event twice
more and then decided, he says, to
run for the rest of his life.Hewas
meticulous inplanninghis sporting
career�Karnali, the remotest part
of the country, was barely on the
national sports radar, soRokaya
decided that hewanted to first
remedy that. �Noone fromKarnali
hadwon amedal until then, I
vowed towipe away this shame,�
he says.

In 1981he finally got his
chance andmade amodest
beginning, coming fourth in the5
kmmarathon at the second
NationalGames inPokhara.He
stayed in the top five in a number of
middle- and long-distance runs at
different national-levelmeets, but
his first real break came at the 26th

National AthleticsMeet in
Kathmandu in1985wherehe came
in first in the 5 km race and second
in the 10 km race. Since thenHari
Rokaya haswon every othermajor
national longdistance run and
participated in over 28 interna-
tional events.RepresentingNepal
at the third SAFGames inCalcutta
in 1987he finished in third position
in the 5 km, and at the 25th

OlympicGames inSpain in1992,
he placed at a respectable 70 out of
the 172who ran themarathon.

Andof lateRokaya is getting
famous as theEverestRunner.The
EverestMarathon is a fullmarathon
held every eighteenmonths and is
widely considered as theworld�s
highestmarathon.This 42.2km
race that began in 1987 goes as high
as 16,500 ft. The breathtaking
route in the shadowof theworld�s
highestmountain and the challenge
of even just completing the race
draws experienced runners from15
different countries.Hari haswon
the last three of these races. He
won theEighthEverestMarathon
in June1999 in3hours 50minutes
and23 seconds, beating his own
former record of 3 hours 56
minutes and10 seconds.

Hari�s practice schedule is as
tough as his home terrain. Like
most of his counterparts prefers an
earlymorning run.Butunlike them
he starts out with a simple cup of
tea and heads for the hills.He
doesnt plan the runs neither does
he time it but he is known to reach
RaraLake from Jumla proper in
seven hours,more than a dayswalk
to average travellers.

Impressed byRokaya�s
performance, PaulGut, a Swiss
architect and runnerwhopartici-
pated in the last EverestMarathon,
decided to take him to the famous
JungfrauMarathonheld every year
inSwitzerland.Finding sponsors
was a difficult task, but eventually
AustrianAir sponsored the tickets
forRokaya andhis trainee Laxmi
Upadhyaya.When they got there
thisAugust, everyonewas already
talking about the �Everest Runner�.
ManaGutKC, aNepali and the
wife of PaulGut, remembers how
tearful andoverjoyed shewaswhen
Nepalwas announcedandhundreds

applauded asRokaya joggedon.
�Everybodywas talking about
Nepal, itmade us really proud,� she
says. Expectationswere high and for
amanwholivesondal-bhaat,Rokaya
didprettywell,comingineighth
among3,700runnerswhilehis
partnerLaxmicame23rd. �I ama
highlandrunner�soIgained
momentumuphillbutmyperform-
ancesloweddowninthe flat
grounds,�explainsRokayawithagrin.

For all those who are sceptical
aboutNepali athletes, their
dedication and their staying power,
this is theman to look at. Rokaya
says he has hadnumerous chances
to stay abroadwhen away for
tournaments and that even the
authorities inNepal say they are
baffled atwhyhe keeps coming
back. �They askmewhy I don�t
take the chance and stay away for
good,� he says.With authorities
like these it is nowonder our
sportspersons disappear almost
every time they leave the country
for an international event.

Rokaya says that from the start
of his national sporting career he
has had somuch troublewith the
authorities and seen somuch
politicking, that he has now
decided to stay out of the regional
and national levelmeets see. �There
is simply toomuchpolitics and
nepotism there.They (Nepal Sports
Council) are not concerned about
promotingNepali athletes, they are
only in for themoney,� he says.

Rokaya has been given the post
of JuniorAssistantCoach in the
JumlaDistrict SportsCommittee
and gets amonthly salary ofRs
7,000but nowhis only source of
income is in danger. �They are
talking about coacheswith degrees.
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H Someonelikemyself, Ididn�teven
haveenoughtoeatandwas still
runningforthecountry�howcould
Iaffordgettingadegree?� laments
Rokaya. Ifhewere to receiveproper
training, there isnotellingwhat
Rokayamightdo.Saysthewinner,
�ForusNepaliswhat foreignerseatas
breakfast servesas themainmeal for
thewholeday�thinkwhatwecould

doifwehadtheproper facility.
There isnodoubt thatwith that
Nepaliathletescouldperformaswell
as their foreigncolleagues�

Nepal�sveryownmarathonman
maybedown,buthe�s far from
out�hisdreamis toestablisha
mountainrunningschoolinhis
district.But firstheneeds tohavea
steady job. �

Sanjiv S Soreng
Manager, Clark Hatch Fitness Centre

Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu

Cellulite andSpotReduction
Cellulite is the name given to the pimpled looking skin most often but not uniquely found around the inner and
outer thigh area. Cellulite is the result of fat deposits caught under the skin in connective tissue. Men tend to store
fat around their midsection and in the general women store fat in the thigh, hip, and abdominal regions for fertility
protection. Fat cells in women store estrogen and so once they have been stored they are harder to lose.
There are many creams, pills and gadgets on the market which claim to aid in the removal or reduction of cellulite
and many women have spent hundreds of dollars in an attempt to rid themselves of these fat deposits.
There are two popular methods of fat reduction active and passive neither work. In fact, there is no known
technique short of surgery for removing fat from any particular part of the body.
Some passive fat reduction techniques include pulley belts, rollers, sweat suits wraps and the use of saunas and
steam baths. Most of these simply increase water loss, (not fat loss) which is replaced in half an hour and done in
excess can lead to heat exhaustion.
In general active fat reduction involves super-exercising themuscle that is directly under the fat deposit, for example
sit-ups for the stomach and leg raises for the thighs. Doing hundreds of sit-ups without reducing your over all body
fat percentage will result in you having a strong set of abdominal muscles, that you won�t be able to see because
of the layer of fat deposit lying on top.
So the question is how does one reduce body fat. The answer is simple. Cardiovascular exercise combined with
strength and a low fat diet. The only way fat in the body is used up is if the caloric demand placed on the body is
so great that the fat is needed for fuel. This usually occurs after 25 to 30 minutes of cardiovascular exercise e.g.
jogging, swimming and cycling.
No amount of wriggling, rubbing, pounding, push-up or sit-ups will remove fat from a specific area. Hard work is
the key cycling, jogging or even brisk walking will reduce the fat a lot faster. People who get involved in aerobic type
exercise coupled with a strength-conditioning program will trim down all over. If you do this and watch what you
eat, great results can be achieved.
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HAPPENINGS

ADVENTURE

DHULIKHELMEETING:Bel PrasadShrestha,Mayor ofDhulikhelwith
GertMeinecke of theRoyalDanishEmbassy and vice-chancellor of
KathmanduUniversity, SureshRaj Sharma at theQualityEducation
Project EvaluationReport Presentation inDhulikhel on 2October.

CATALONIATONEPAL: JosepDGuardia, StateMinister of Justice for
theCatalonianAutonomousRegionof Spain iswelcomed on28Septem-
ber byHonoraryConsul of Spain, Ambica Shrestha atDwarika�sHotel.

BHUTANESEREFUGEES:BhutanPeoples� Party organised apress
conference 30September to address issues surrounding themurder of their
leaderRKBudathoki lastmonth.
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ALOKTUMBAHANGPHEY
ixAMinSallghari,Bhaktapur
after anightofun-seasonal
post-monsoonshowers.As the

first rays of the sunbreak over the
Valley, a crowdofcuriousonlookers
gathers towatch the first flightof the
season forNepal�s only commercial
hot air balloon flight byBalloon
SunriseNepal.The flight teamtakes
notes on thewinddirectionas the
smaller pilot balloongently glides
into themorning air.The larger 90 ft
by 60 ft rip-stop nylon hot air
balloon is slowly getting ready for
take-off as theburnerbeneath it
pumps210,000 cubic feet of Liquid
PetroleumGasandapinchof

nitrogen into it. A small groupof
tourists eagerlywaits for the captain,
SuneilNSinghThapa�s order to
board thewickerbasket thatwill take
themfloating toabout6,000 ft above
theValley.Theweather is exception-
ally clear this autumnmorning and
the flight promises a grandbird�s eye
viewof theHimalaya, including
Everest in all hermorning glory.

Theballoonhasnowbeen filled

and is gently tugging at the ropes that
fix it to the ground.The group
hurries in to fill up six-and-a-half by
four-and-a-half feetwickerbasket that
carries six passengers, an altimeter, a
barometer,VHFandUHFradios, and
aglobal positioning system(GPS).
After going throughabrief landing
exercise and last-minute instructions,
thegroundcrew frees the ropes that
anchor theballoon to theground.The
balloon seasonhasbegun.

In a countrywhose scenery is
worthpaying aking�s ransomto see,
this is a great enterprise.And though
inNepal every successful business is

copied endlessly, the six-year-old
BalloonSunriseNepal is the only
company thatoffers hot airballoon
flightsover theValley.Thecompany,
startedbyPhintsoLama,owns two
balloons,oneofwhich recently
reached its 1,000hour flight limit.
Theother is going strong at just over
380hours flying time to its credit.

If you�re thinkingof getting into
the act, bewarned. It�s an expensive

business�oneballoonand its
accoutrements costs $100,000. It is
muchcheaper to simply take a trip�
$195 for foreigners, and IRs 4,500
for SAARC citizens for a one-hour
flight. Not cheap either, but this
gets you transportation to the take-
off site, breakfast, and a certificate to
show off to friends. Some times, the
winds carry the balloon further than
expected�but no fear, your craft
carries enough fuel to be airborne
for two-and-a-half hours. �This is
the oldest and safest means of air
travel but in case anything should
happen, every flyer has an insurance

coverage of $20,000, like for
commercial domestic flights,�
Captain Thapa tells his passengers.

SuneilNarayan SinghThapa
was a captain in the RoyalNepal
Army until he took a hot-air balloon
flight in 1996. He was hooked. The
next year he quit the army andwent
to train for his private pilot license
inMelbourne. Two years down the
line, he was abroad again, to get his

commercial pilot�s license in
California. This is Captain Thapa
first season in full command�after
almost five years and some 300
hours of ballooning�and he
looks thrilled.

As the balloon slowly gains
height, floating with the wind, the
Valley below looks like a patchwork
of Lego art interspersed with lush
green carpets. To the east is the sun
rising overNagarkot and to the
north, themountains changing
shades frommisty blue tomajestic
golden.TheLangtang range comes
into viewand there, just on the
horizon,Everesthovers intoviewwith
herpre-winterpatchesof snowand
rocks.Climbingat anaverage speedof
600 ft perminute, the balloonwill
soon reach aheight of 6,000 ft above
theValley. �Partof theadventureof
balloon flying isnotknowingwhat
your final destination is,� saysCaptain
Thapa,narratinga tripwhen theywere
blownoutof theValley toDhading.
But this is not really a problem, as the
retrieval crew is always in contactby
radioandcanbe toldwhere tocome
for the pickup.Thehour passes by so
swiftly, onebarelynotices theballoon
beinggently lowereddown.�I thought
Iwas afraid of heights, but itwas so
peaceful,� saysone flyer afterher feet
arebackonterra firma.Thewhole
affair is incredibly smooth�from
being airborne to landing, there is
nothing jerkyabout theexperience.

Thus comes the flight to an end,
with a prayer praising thewind for its
softness, the sun for its blessing,
yourself for flying so high and sowell
and thepowers that be for joiningyou
inyour laughter and setting youback
gentlyon toMotherEarth. �

High fliers
From October to April, hot-air balloons are the way to go.
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KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

27-16 25-15 25-16 27-15 26-16

MOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIES
� � Film South Asia  Fifty-one documentaries from Nepal, Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh. Back-to-back screenings all day, 4-7
October, Russian Cultural Centre. Tickets Rs 25 per screening,
available at Suwal Music n’ Movies, Lazimpat; Mandala Book Point,
Kantipath; Saraswati Book Shop, Pulchowk; Patan Dhoka Kitab
Pasal; Himal Association, Patan Dhoka. Schedule and more info at
Himal Association, 542544, www.himalassociation.org/fsa

EXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION
� � In Search of Shangri La  Photos by Nepali and European
photographers. Until 12 October, 10am-6pm, National Art Council,
Babermahal. Organised the Nepal Photographic Society and Eco Himal.
� � Paintings and sculptures  by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14 September-
17 October, 11am-6pm. 411122 Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122
� � Women artists Nineteen women artists from the two-day spot-painting event at
Bungamati, Lalitpur display their works. Proceeds go to a training course for women in
craft skill development. 13-14 October, Hotel Yak &Yeti. 248999

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTS
� � Classical music  Every full moon at the Kirateswor temple, Gaurightat, Pashupati.
Next on 7 October, 4.00pm. Organised by the Shree Kirateshwar Sangeetashram.
� � Fourth Momo Festival  Unlimited helpings from 20 kinds of momos with live music.
Momo-making, eating contests, door prizes. Rs 350 over 4’6’’ includes complementary
beer. Rs 200 under 4’6”, with complementary coke or ice cream. 6 October, Bakery Café,
Teku. 434554
� � Bowling for all  Strikes for Rs 75. 6-12 October, Hotel Shahenshah International.

MUSICMUSICMUSICMUSICMUSIC
� � Live music  Tuesday, Friday nights at Rum Doodle Restaurant. 414336
� � Live acoustic music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café.
7.30pm-10pm 262526
� � Cadenza  Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200

EATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUT
� � Barbeque lunch  with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children.
Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675
� � Le Cafe de trekkers  New French restaurant with a selection of fine wines and
cocktails. French and Tibetan cuisine in a pleasant atmosphere. Jyatha, Thamel.
225777
� � Patan Museum Café  Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am-2pm. 25
percent off with Summit Card. 526271
� � All-new at Dwarika’s! Krishnarpan Nepali ceremonial four-course lunch, $13, daily.
Three-course course set lunch daily at the Toran Garden Restaurant, $11. Friday Night
Sekuwa with fusion music by Himalayan Feelings. Special October price: Rs 555 per
person, Rs 1,010 per couple. All prices nett. 479488
� � Dine with the birds and butterflies  Chef Sher Singh  BBQ, kababs, tandoori, other
traditional cuisine Farm House Café overlooking Shivapuri Reserve. Park Village Resort,
Budanilkantha.
� � Sandwiches  Over the Rainbow American Diner has reopened. Fifth Avenue sand-
wiches, full meals at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651
� � Barbeque Dinner with music  by Las Sonidos Latinos. Friday nights through October.
Rs 500 per adult, Rs 250 per child, plus tax. Summit Hotel. 521810
� � Two for one International buffet lunch—main courses, on-site cooking, seven kinds
of dessert, eight kinds of salad and dressings. Rs 700 plus tax, this month two lunches
for the price of one. Garden Terrace, Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999
� � Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with panoramic view of city and surround-
ing hills. Starting 28 September at the Radisson. 411818
� � Kolkata to Kathmandu With recipes from the famous
Sonargaon restaurant in Kolkata, taste kalkori kebab, dal
sonal gaon, murg malal kebabs and more. Hotel De
L’Annapurna. 221711

GETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYS
� � Dwarika’s Breathtaking Escape  Until end-December!
Two nights, afternoon tea, cocktail, dinner, breakfasts,
massage. $155 per couple nett. 479488
� � A day for yourself  Swim in heated indoor swimming pool, steam room, sauna,
Jacuzzi, bowling and other sports. 20 percent discount for non-members. Hotel
Shahenshah International.
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This late monsoon surge took us all by surprise and the
low pressure systems from last week seem to have
reinforced each other and brought this vast band of
clouds that stretches from the Arabian Sea right up to
the east coast of mainland China. The good news for
those planning treks is that the band is now being
pushed back by the westerlies and are diffusing
without significant post-monsoon precipitation. But it
has brought the first snows in the high Himalaya down
to about 5,500m. This week, expect dry clouds in the
midhills and tarai and a further drop in temperatures.
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BOOKWORM

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBCWorld Today
Sat 0615-0645 BBCScience in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBCAgenda
Daily 2045-2115 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf
Daily 2245-2300 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf

on FM 102.4

/]l8of] ;u/dfyf

Corruption,Governance, and InternationalCooperation:Essays and Impressions on
Nepal and SouthAsiaDevendra Raj Pandey
Transparency InternationalNepal,Kathmandu,2001
Rs250
Pandey suggests that civil society can help increase transparency inNepal in particular.He also
askswhat role development cooperation, donors and conditionality can play in controlling graft
andhelpinggovernance reform inNepal.

AsianCommitment: Travels and Studies in the Indian Sub-Conti-
nent and South-EastAsiaDavid Snellgrove

OrchidPress, Bangkok, 2000
Rs 3,560

An autobiographical account of the travels and studies of a lifetime. Snellgorve
dealswith, amongothers, themaritime empire of Srivijaya, theHindu-Buddhist kingdomsof

east Java, the history and culture of theKhmer civilisation, and the role of
Islam through theMalay-Indonesian archipelago.

BuddhistDaily Ritual: TheNitya Puja inKathamnduValley ShrinesGregory Sharkey
OrchidPress, Bangkok, 2001
Rs 1,112
A comprehensive look at devotional rituals inNewarBuddhist viharas, this study assesses the
influence ofVajrayana ideology and the congruity ofNewar daily ritualswith earlyBuddhist
andTheravada practice. This volume also provides themost complete scholarly study to date if
Buddhist Sanskrit hymns and is illustratedwith drawings byManjuThapa, one ofNepal�s

foremost livingpainters.

The way to Mexico  is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort  Canyoning, rafting,
trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Develop-
ment Program, Leadership Courses and more.
425836/425894. info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Gourmet weekend for Nepalis and expatriates
Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-course
international gourmet dinner, transport both
ways—Rs 1100. 417386, 680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse  not the “longest”,
“highest”, “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Bike servicing and repair
by HMB’s Professional Mechanics at the HMB
Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/
hired. New and reconditioned mountain bikes

for sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours
and Expeditions. 437437.

Reflexology Professionally US/Europe-
trained naturopath. Suitable for specific
health problems and as a preventive meas-
ure. Improves blood circulation and energy
flow throughout the body. 413774,
buddhasfeet@about.com.

Best Room in Thamel  Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. US$5 per day.
Contact John 548119.

Stupa View Restaurant and Terrace  Directly
at Boudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restau-
rant, terraces with best views to the auspi-
cious stupa, the eternal Himalayas. Interna-
tional vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream delights, soft guitar tunes.
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 5 pm
onwards. Special full moon events. Daily
11am-8.30pm. Reservations ring 480262.
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by Kunda Dixit

Under My Hat

T he Swazis are on the right track. They have just
banned sex, and according to aReutersNews
AgencydispatchdatelinedSheselweni, those

violating the edict will be slapped a fine of one cow to
be paid by each of the perpetrators.Now,why didn�t
we think of that one before?However, letme quickly
add that we should not despair because
it is never too late to start. It is true
that under certain circumstances
and the under the rightweather
conditions, the early bird has
been known to get theworm,
but it is also true what they
say: if you are a bird get
up early, if you are
worm, sleep late.

In our own case,HisMajesty�s
Government needs to get the
Ministry ofCopulation and
Livestock to gird its lions like
Swaziland has done, and in one deft stroke
throw two stones at one bird to solve our
country�s population explosionwhile at the
same time reinvigorating thedairy industry.

LikeNepal, Swaziland is also a
landlockedkingdomsandwiched like a
stone between two yams. And aswith
Nepal, the Swazi humanpopulation is racing to keep
upwith the kingdom�s livestock numbers. For the
moment, according toReuters, Swaziland�s sex ban
only applies to interactionprogrammes between
humans, butwe gather itmay soon be extended to
cattle and goats.

There is of course the slight problemof enforce-
ment, and Swaziland, whichwe are told is the only
absolutemonarchy inAfrica, has solved this ingeniously
by (what else?) passing an executive order. That should
do the trick. But although such a decreemaywork

Let�s not do it
among the law-abiding Swazis, it will bemore difficult
to implement aban among freedom-lovingNepaliswho
cherish and value the basic human right to have not
infrequent interactionprogrammes in full office attire.

Considering that our national parliament couldnot
conduct its regular business for twomonths because

Niki Laudakept interrupting, and
MPs against land reform

resorted to gheroing the
podiumand

indulging
inoral
brickbats

while the
prime

minister spoke,
youcan imagine

the kind ofwild
scenes that will greet a Sex-BanBill in parlia-
ment.

We can only speculate at present which
parties will be against the proposed ban, but
it is my educated guess that it will be the
samepeoplewhoopposed the draconian
ArmedPoliceForceOrdinance and
brought the house down in the process.
But itmust be stressed that an anti-sex

legislation alone is not going to be enough to enforce
celibacy in this country.Not even the deterrence of the
penalty of two cows per couple is going to stop people
fromhanky panky, they can just roundup the cattle
from the herd that is always sunning itself onNarayan
GopalChowk everyweekday at rushhour. Something
more cunning needs to be done.Wemust outwit the
people if we are serious about national abstinence.

What?Can�t hear you�you�re not serious. Send
allNepali interlocutors to Swaziland and feed them to
the lions? �

ou run into Nepalis pretty
much everywhere these days:
guarding casino ships in the

China Sea, working in restaurants in
Guam or as investment bankers in
New York. But fate brought Ram
Prasad Bashyal to the Great Lakes
region of Central Africa. He didn’t

To Zaire and back�
know it when he arrived in Uganda in
1994, but his life would soon be
turned topsy turvy by genocide and
violence.

Bashyal’s Pakistani employer
owned mining companies in Rwanda
and Zaire, and hired him as a cook
and general handyman. Ram worked
hard and managed to save some
money, with which he wanted to buy a
house and a farm in his home district
of Syangja.

His employer moved around a
lot and it was during one of these
trips that Rwanda erupted into ethnic
violence between the Hutus and
Tutsis. Ram Prasad and his employer
fled into Zaire in 1996, but the war
followed them there. The rebels
drove off the Zairean Army, but the
violence did not end. One day, some
gunmen came into the house Ram

was in. Almost everything had been
looted already, but they were
guarding the most important
possession: a Landrover, their only
way out. The car had been immobi-
lised by disabling the fuel pump.
The gunmen figured it out, fixed
the car and drove off. Ram decided
to make a run for it and headed
east on foot through the jungles.
He finally reached Uganda, then
Kenya and finally  India. Ram lost
all his savings, but is back in
Syangja, working at the Kali
Gandaki hydro project.

“I have seen and lived through
an experience that still gives me
nightmares,” he told us. “I have
seen what such violence does to
people, and I hope I will never
have to witness anything like that
again.” �
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