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TREKKING IN MUSTANG 9-10-11

am Bahadur Karki spent two yearsin
R the jungles of northern Gorkha

distictasa Maoist guerilla, He
donatedall his property 10 the pary (hehas

d would have sill been fighing
had there not been a warrant for his arres,

middlemen, and are rying to gcunb\’
applying for political asylum. In the
process, Nepaliswhoare genvincly
flecing persccution cither from the
Maoists or police do not geta
chance. Theirapplicationsare
almost always rejected, but most
“disappear” before that happens.
“The story isa near-perfect
cut-and-paste job which
virtually every Nepali asylum
sccker repeats with a change
here or there,” says an
officialinvolved in the
asylum application screening
process here.
Most of the sories are
the same: “ face prosecu-
tion, even death. I escaped
after friends and relacives arranged tickets
anda passportfor me. I don't remember the
flight numberorairline.”
British Emt ials in Kathmand

ASYLUM

Hundreds of Nepalis are seeking political asylum
in Europe or Australia. Nearly all are rejected, but
many “disappear” to stay on as illegals.

ceccee
Re» iew Tribunal (MRT), and officials say

oo Nepaapplicnionlus b sl
altl

cesesscsss
European countries isgrowing o st that
icsdiffcut o eep tack. Thepreferred
country d on prevalent

an app::ds committee,
Nepalisourcesin Sydney say the reects
wsually*disappear” by thetime the committee
decides, Whatisattracive to moscasylum-
seckersisthat they getallowances, in some

laws, but at present Britain is the
favourite for Nepalis, along with the
Netherlands, Germany and Norway. In
the United States, most people don’t
bother toseek asylum and juststay on as

officials
told us there has been a sudden riscin the
number of Nepalis seeking asylum in Bricain
in the past few ycars when there have been
30-35 applications a month in Britain
alone. Diplomats from other countrics told
usthey are sceing more Nepalis claiming to

charging him with
Friends and relatives arranged hisflight from
Nepal, and he fled because he would
otherwisc have ben killed ina fake
encounter ith the police.

“Thatis Karkis story. The only thing
wrong s that none of it s true. The 28-
year-old isactually from cast Nepal, he
faked his residencein the insurgency-
affected Gorkha disrict o buttress hs
appeal for political asylum in Bricain. Karki
(no his rcal name) isamong hundreds of
Nepali cconomic migrants i various
European countries and Australia who have
sold most o cheir possessions to pay

beflcing, andarrivingin
Norway, the Netherlands, Germany and
Australia. While two years ago many
Nepalispretended to be Bhutanese flecing
persccution, now they mostly say they are
targeted by Maoiists or police.

"The number of Nepalis seeking political
asylum in Australia Las year was 95, and the
number this year i down a bit. Many say
they are Bhutanese, and most apply for
political asylum after their student visas run
out. This year there have been 11 instances
of “unauthorised entry” of Nepalis
Australa, all by air. The applications

allowed to go out of the holding centresand
canevenworkand carn moncy.
One Nepaliin Australiatold us: “If

nothingels the gy review and appel

illegal i

Tn Europe, many artive onlegalstudent
visas but a small percentage travel with
fake passports and visas, which are cither
destroyed upon arrival or recycled by

them to
there foratascayear, :nnugh time for
anyone to disappear.”

British Embassy offcals in Kathmandu
say they are monitoring the tafic closcly,
and have been trying to plug the loophols

ddlemen. Some Nepalis have now
started reaching Britain overland from
other European countries with Indians,
Afghans and lragis.

Alternatively, those with immigration in

mind destroy their passportsand claim

Forinstance, aNepal with aml
visawould mail his passport home afier

getting to Britain, cnablinga fiend or
b

injust theamount of English needed to
communicaetheinen. Othrshangoutar

relative to come in on the same passport,
et hanging the photograph

th duyon g y

Now, British visas have photo identity

pasted on the visas with superglue.
Embassy officialssay they are unaware

ifany of the recentapplicants have actually

been granted asylum. The numbers fom

processed by the independent Migration

Jumbo cabinet

BINOD BHATTARAI

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deul

a has made up his mind: he is going to expand his

cabinet. The only question is when.Going by the time he took to announce his govern-
mentin July, Deuba may need some more time so his patronage is distributed evenly
among supporters. “You are looking at next week, or even after Dasain,"” one senior

minister told us. “He does not decide fast.”

But why now? The main catalyst is the move by Deuba's arch rival within his party,
Girija Prasad Koirala, to fill key positions in the Nepali Congress Central Committee with
cronies and loyalists. There is no love lost between the two, and Deuba must have
seen this as a personal challenge. Koirala himself needn't have done it so blatantly.
What it shows is that Congress factions are still at each other's throats, which was
the reason that despite being a majority party in parliament it has not been able to

govern properly.

Aclose Deuba aide said a decision on cabinet expansion was imminent, and there
could be as many as 39 ministers. Deuba has a reputation for jumbo cabinets—
during his last tenure 1995-97 he had a record 48 ministers. To accommodate
supporters, Deuba is even said to be thinking of unbundling larger ministries like
Industry, Commerce and Supplies into smaller units. There are a lot of impatient
Congressites Deuba needs to reward for helping him oust Koirala.

the Middle Eastand various eastern

Agents
helpingthese people et therehave instructed
them to say nothingbut: “No passport, no
money, [ Maoist from Nepal, face big

problem, P freenow.”

Seep.6 []

Koirala says he has given Deuba a free hand with ministerial appointments. “I don't
care about what others say of my nominees in the central committee,” he told report-
ers in Biratnagar on Tuesday. “And | won't comment on his pick of ministers in the

cabinet. It's his prerogative as prime minister.” What most indepen-
dent political analysts hope is that the Congress infighting over
portfolios and power will not erupt at a time when negotiations

with Maoists have entered a crucial stage.

Editorial p.2
Zero hour

But there is also a more practical reason Deuba needs to expand his cabinet.
Besides being prime minister, he manages nine ministries. Deuba may as well
offload some key portfolios like Foreign Affairs, Defence, and Industry.
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ZERO HOUR

Even Sher Bahadur Deuba’s fiercest critics have been forced to accept that
he has been surprisingly wily during his second term. When he became
prime minister on 24 July, Deuba gave himself one goal and one goal only:
find a negotiated solution to the Maoist insurgency. He has tried to keep his
word, moving single-mindedly in pursuit of this objective.

It is a tight-rope walk. The prime minister is under pressure from his
own party and the palace-military combine not to be too lenient on the
Maoists, but he cannot hurry the underground leadership for fear that its
radical wing may splinter off. That is why he has been looking the other way
while the Maoists used the time for extortion, threats and setting up parallel
“peoples’ governments”. He even didn’'t complain much when the Maoists
held on to 69 captured policemen, and gave fiery speeches against the
monarchy and constitution. But it is clear now that patience is wearing thin
even within Deuba’s cabinet. Last week, the Defence Ministry stepped in to
fire warning verbal salvos against the Maoists.

As we said in this space last week, the Maoists are also feeling the heat
from across the southern border. The Indian foreign minister’s strong
words against Nepali Maoists, the deployment of 10,000 Indian security
forces on the other side of the border to check infiltration, and the sweep of
Maoist safe houses in Siliguri must be giving the comrades the feeling that
the rug is being pulled away from under them.

While this is going on, everything else is on hold. There is a sense of

STATE OF THE STATE

Waiting for Dasain

vapid directionlessness in the ministries. Everyone is waiting for
to happen, but they don’t know what. The political limbo has translated into
bureaucratic paralysis. One hand of government doesn't know what the
other is doing. The Defence Ministry statement against the Maoists comes
as a shock to the Home Minister. Other ministers learn of the prime minis-
ter's land reform plan over the Radio Nepal bulletin the next morning.
Banking sector reforms are stalled. The BPC privatisation is a fiasco. Royal
Nepal Airlines is bankrupt. More than 100 parked buses are damaged by
mobs in Dang. The National Planning Commission is completely out of the
picture.

It is clear that Deuba just can't multitask, and he’s not letting anyone
else do it. The man is looking after nine ministries—having kept key portfo-
lios like Foreign, Defence, Commerce and Land Reform to himself. The
expected reshuffle may spread the load around, but it still will not resolve
the potentially divisive issue of Deuba’s lack of consultation with his party
and cabinet. Party peers say the prime minister is playing with his cards
unnecessarily close to his chest, and this has led to speculation about
exactly who has his ear. Deuba’s cabinet colleagues have publicly com-
plained that there is little team spirit, and privately they have serious fears
that the prime minister is isolating himself from advice and feedback.

All this could still be excused. You can't really blame Deuba for keeping
things under wraps. After all, Nepali ministers are a garrulous lot and the
cabinet is as porous as a sieve. Forget about trying to keep any secrets
there, especially sensitive secrets about negotiating strategy. But what
cannot be excused is that the drift may result in the government squander-
ing the goodwill it has earned after the truce went into effect and the peace
talks began.

Negotiations are not the be all and end all. Talks have to go hand-in-
hand with measures to assure the public that the government machinery is
still functioning relatively honeslly and efficiently, basic services are still
being provided, the still works. The cannot think
it has hoodwinked the revolutionary women by agreeing to alcohol regula-
tion and doing nothing about it. You can hoodwink some of the people all
the time, all the people some of the time, but you can't hoodwink all the
people all the time. Sooner or later, they will find out there is nothing they
can expect from parliamentary parties and will opt back for the extreme
solution.

Even if it is to put pressure on the Maoists to talk seriously and resolve
the crisis, Deuba must get his act together. Otherwise the talks will just be
an opportunity to let things go from bad to worse. And we all know where
that will take us.

After the killing and suffering, the prospect of
peace is itself worth celebrating.

ost Nepali intellectuals aren’t
eckers of truth. And quire unlike
intelligentsia elsewhere, our
buddhijibis embrace fashionable fads of
the day.

Berating the government and eulogis-
ing the free market are parts of the LPG
(liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation) agenda of the Global
Right. Nepali buddhijibis found lirdle to
worship in the undeveloped markets of

Nepalin the 1990s. Nevercheless, (hty

pleasurein lynching the government on the
one hand and glamorising guerrillas on the
other. They didn't even pause to consider
their stand until the Maoists started to
knock on their doors with extortion threats
in Augustand September this year. But
chance seems to have played its role in
exposing the hypocrisy of the Nepali
chatterati. The fad now s fighting terrorism
“in whatever form, in whichever place for
whatsoever reason” along with the leaders of
lobal capitalsm. Maoistinsurgens have
uddenly hs even for their

took to ridiculing th
sawatorrent of vitriollashing bmy_.,hx
Darbar soon after the installation of the
first popularly clected government after
more than three decades.

"To be sure, the democratic govern-
ments under Girija Prasad Koirala,
Manmohan Adhikari, and then the
revolving-door coalitions of hung
parliaments afier the mid-term polls of
1994, offered litele to cheer about. Much
of the criticism—rampant corruption,
naked nepotism, and blatant favourit-
ism—were quite justified. But the
scandals helped check a repetition of
such undemocratic practices by later
governments—duty-free privileges for
MPs have now become history. But
nothing can justify the hurry with which
our exalted buddhijibis became Maoist
apologists when the “People’s War”
began in February, 1996.

lowas an unjustvar o bgin vich,

andit goti

ardentapologistsin Nepali mediaand
academia.

Speaking toa select audience at
Baggikhana ast Friday, Prof Richard |

Maoist terror tactics have been
refined over the last five years and less
vicious in last three months. They don’t
hack their opponents to pieces as they
often did. Instead of mass murders,
Maoists are carrying out mass meetings.
“Thisis nor degeneration. Despite the
glamourisation of the war by fashionable
lefties and the fecklessness of successive
governments in Singha Darbar, the
Maoist war is burning itself out.
Hemmed in by Indian security forces
from three sides, not tolerated anymore
by the Royal Nepal Army, Maoists now
have nowhere to go but to the negotiat-
ing table. It's up to the government to
bring them gently into the mainstream.

Rorty of Stanford University emphasised
the role happenstance plays in political
development. Nepali history is replete
with example of the ripple cffect of events
elsewhere in the world. The withdrawal
of the British Empire from South Asia in
the aftermath of World War II precipi-
ated the fall of Rana Oligarchy in 1950,
and the crumbling of the Berlin Wall
coupled with undeclared cconomic
blockade imposed by India helped build
democracy in 1990.

‘The recent surge in anti-terorist
thetoric too followed a similar historical
imperative—the cataclysmic horror of 11
September. Black Tuesday suddenly
ttansformed many Nepalintellecuals no
andi-Maoist warriors. To curry favour with
the Americansand point

But h dating Pushpa
Kamal Dahaland Dr. Babu Ram Bhattarai
into ministerial berths through the back-door
ofaniinterim government; the challenge
before Sher Bahadur Deubais to rehabilitate
Maoist guerrilla cadre, Absotbing theminto
thearmed police force may bealkely
solution—afterall, former hunters make good
conservationists. Butitwill equire ideological
detoxification of youths raiscd on hate.

Addressing Maoist grievances about
oppressions of ethnic, gender and
untouchability, and working to cradicate
social ilsike drunkenness and gambling
won't need a violent revolution. Adminis-
trative sinerity, commitment to reform
and social justice can produce the same
result. And itwill be more sustainable than
ransiory the Maoists

destructive as it bpmd.
Five years later, erorism
has played havoc with the
economy, disrupted the
strengthening of local
government, and it has
stretched fragile ethnic
relations to breaking
point. Had the inelligent-
sia contemplated these
possibilities in advance
(parallels from Cambodia
and Sri Lanka were not
difficult to draw) and
cautioned society to the
dangers of ultras using
armed struggle, perhaps
things would have been a
lot different.

But safe in their
petches in Kathmandu,
buddhijibis ook sadistic

over Pakistan, India s trying o whip up
frenzy against terrorism in the South Asian
region. India’s foreign minister Jaswant
Singh found it strategically expedient to
lump the LTTE and Maoists with the
jihadis of Kashmir. Neat trick, considering
that the first two owe alot to Indian acquies-
cence, ifnotoutright collaboration. But, hey,
the CIA propped up the Taliban too.

Then reports started coming in that
our southern border is now being
watched by 10,000 of India dite
security forces. Itis not as casy as it used
to be for the Maoists to cross the border
and run training camps in the hospitable
terrain of a friendly neighbouring coun-
try. We therefore started talking about
the degeneration in the Maoist insur-
gency. Actually, after agreeing to the
release of abducted policemen, I have
sympathy for the cornered Maoist
leadership.

have been able to enforce out of fear.
Political power may sometimes come from
the barrel ofa gun, but social transforma-
tion does not happen that way.

Pethaps there will be peace by Dasain,
but the government must display s wil ©o
keepit. As K P Bhattarai pointed outina
manner so uncharacteristic of him, loose
talkaboutan interim government ora new
constitution can weaken democracy.
Bhattarai admonished his favourite acolyte
Sher Bahadur Deuba in no uncerin
terms: ficain’c broke, don' fixit. Before
the task of constitutional amendment can
be taken up, the prioriy for government
willliin first making it prevail. Establish
thelegal process of constitutional amend-
ment before inkering with it, Afer the
Killing and suffcring, the prospect of peace
isitsclfworth celcbrating,

B ﬂ
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So hope for a great sca-change
On the far side of revenge.
Believe thaa farther shore

Is reachable from here.
Believe in miracles

And cures and healing wells

The Cure of Troy by Seamus Heaney

hough natural, the cry for revenge

and psychological processes of
finding a way to relcase deep emotional
anguish, asense of powerlessness, and
our collective loss, than it does as a plan
of action secking to redress the injustice,
promote change and preventit from cver
happening again.

Always seck to understand the root
of the anger. How do people reach this
level of anger, hatred and frustration?
Explanations that they are brainwashed
bya perverted leader who holds some
kind of magical power over them is an
escapist simplification. Identity-based
anger of this sorc is constructed over
time through a combination of historical
events, a deep sense of threat to identity,
and direct experiences of sustained
exclusion, Our response now may
reinforce and provide the soil, sceds, and
nutrients for future cycles of revenge and
violence.

Movements that use violence sustain
themselves by a thorough decentralis
tion of the power structure, autonomy of
action through unis, and refusal o
pursue the conflict on the terms of the
strength and capacities of the enemy.
One of the most intriguing metaphors is
that this enemy of the United States will
be found in their holes, smoked out, and
when they run and ae visible, destroyed.
“This may well work for groundhogs,
trench and maybe even guerrilla warfare,
butitis not a useful metaphor for this
situation. This is not a struggle to be
conceived of in geographic terms, in
terms of physical spaces and places, that

by JOHN PAUL LEDERACH

Let’s do the unexpected

Both an army preparing to fight an insurgency or the Americans
tackling terrorists need to understand the nature of the enemy.

iflocated can be destroyed. Quite
frankly our biggest and most visible
‘weapon systems are mostly useless.

The genius of people like Osama bin
Laden is that they understand the power
of a free and open system, and has used it
t0 his benefit. The enemy is not located
ina territory. It has entered our system.
Andyou do not fight this kind of enemy by
shootingatit. You respond by strengthen-
ing the capacity of the system to prevent the
virusand strengthen its immunity. Itisan
ironic fact that our greatest threat is not in
Afghanistan, but in our own backyard. We
surely are not going to bomb Travelocity,
Hertz Rental Car, oranairline training
school in Florida.

Realities are constructed. Conflict is,
among other things, the process of
buildingand sustaining very different
perceptions and interpretations of reality.
“This means we have mulriple realitics
defined as such by those in conflict. In
the aftermath of such horrific and
unmerited violence that we have just
experienced this may sound esoteric. This
fundamental process is how we end up
referring to people as fanatics,
madmen, and irrational. In the
process of name-calling

welose the critical capacity to under-
stand that from within the ways they
construct their views, it is not mad
lunacy or fanaticism. Al things fal
together and make sense—years of
struggle that used or excluded them,
encroaching Western values considered
immoral by religious interpretation, or
the construction of an enemy-image who
is overwhelmingly powerful and uscs that
power in bombing campaigns and always
appears to win.

‘The way to break such a process is
not through a frame of reference of who
will win or who is stronger. In fact the
inverse s truc. Whoever loscs, whether
tactical battles or the “war” itself, finds
incrinsic i the loss the seeds that give
birch to the justification for rencwed
batdle. The way to break such a cycle of
justified violence i to step outside of i
s starts with understanding that TV
sound bites about madmen and evil are
ot good sources of policy. The most

significant impact that we could make on
their ability to sustain their view of us as
evilis to change their perception of who
weare by choosing to strategcally
respond in unexpected ways.

We must understand the capacity
for recruitment—the greatest power that
terror has s the ability to regenerate
ieself. What we most need to understand
about the nature of this conflict and the
change process toward a more peaceful
world is how recruitment into these
activiies happens. In all my experiences
i deep-rooted conflict what stands out
most are the ways in which political
leaders wishing to end the violence
believed they could achieve it by over-
powering and getting rid of the perpetra-
tor of the violence. That may have been
the lesson of multiple centuries that
preceded us. Butitis not the lesson from
that past 30 years. The lesson s simple:
When people fel a decp sense o threar,

reality we face: Recruitment happens on a
sustained basis. Tt will not stop with the
use of military force, in fact, open warfare
will reate the soils in which it is fed and
grows. Miltary action to destroy terror,
particularly as icaffects significant and
already vulnerable civiian populations will be
like hittinga fully mature dandelion with a
golfclub. Wewill participate in makingsure
the myth of why we are evilis sustained and
wewillassure yetanother generation of
rectuits.

We must recognise complexity, but
always understand the power of simpliciy.
The effectiveness of the attacks on 11
September wasin finding simple ways o
use the system to undo it. We must pursue
a sustainable peace process to the lstacli-
Palestinian conflit, and do it now. Now we
need the same energy to build an interna-
tional coalition for peace in this conflic that
we have dispalyed in building international
coalitions for war.

‘The biggest blow we can serve terroris to
makeit rrelevant, The worst thing we could
dois tofeed it unintentionally by makingit
and s leaders the center stage of what we
do. Let’s choose democracy and reconcilia-

exclusion and of
direct violence, their greatest effort is
placed on survival. Time and again in
these movements, there has been an
extraordinary capacity for the regenera-
tion of chosen myths and
renewed struggle.

This is the

tion over revenge and destruction. Let’s do
exactly what they do not expect, and show
them it can work.

Let’s do the unexpected. Let’s create a
new set of strategic alliances never before
thought possible. The current situation poses
an unprecedented opportunity for this to
happen, more so than we have seen atany
time before in our global community. If
indeed this is a new war it will not be won
witha traditional military plan. That will just
provide them new martyrs and new
justifications. 0

John Paul Lederach has served as mediator
in conflicts in the Third World. He is
professor of sociology and conflict studies
at Eastern Mennonite University in
Harrisonburg, VA and a research fellow at
the Kroc Institute for International Peace
Studies at Notre Dame.

HIGHER UP

Iam extremely surprised by your
reference to Nepalis being down
on the economic ladderin
“Kamikaze” (#60). Itis true that the
higher your apartment, the higher
the rent you pay. Butitis definitely
not true that higher the office the
more ‘important” itis.

How do you judge the
importance of acompany? Is
Cantor Fitzgerald on the 100-
105th floors of the WTC more
important than Morgan Stanley
that occupied the lower floors?
The mostinfluential companies in
Manhattan are housed in
buildings less than 30-40 stories
high. And yes, there are quite a
few Nepalis who work in these
premier firms.

Preeti Upadhya,
New York

I quir

The Maoist threats against
schools has to stop once and
for all, otherwise | quit. Is
education a big joke? Do the

SuBHAS RA!

Maoists want to send this country
back to the stone-age? Do they
want a country which has
achieved 100% illiteracy? They
have been successful in damag-
ing the economy and are not far
from bringing about the total
collapse of the education system.
My message to the Maoists: lay
off schools, leave the economy
alone. We will support you only if
we feel you deserve it.

Birendra “Khambu” Rai

by email

CAPITAL FRIGHT
Your story “Capital fright” (#57) is
right on. Has this government
realised that right to property is.

?

Parsa are repeated, we can kiss
the Nepali nation good bye.
“Sankuchy”
by email

HOW MUCH DO WE OWE?

| was shocked to read in
Sudhirendra Sharma's “How
indebted are we?" (#62) that the
Office of the Auditor General
doesn't know how much Nepal
owes to multilateral credit agen-
cies. There is no doubt that there
is widespread misuse and
irregularities of foreign aid and
grants, but not letting the Auditor
General know means not telling
the sovereign Nepali people and
their in Parliament

Can our economy sustain
capital flight? Reforms should
begin at home. Let all the politi-
cians first declare their dispropor-
tionate unaccounted and accumu-
lated wealth. How can they ask
Nepalis to part with their property
if they stole theirs?

BR Nath
Australia

PARSA

The Maoists have torn apart the
interdependence between Nepali
pahadis and madhesis. This could
ignite a conflagration of commu-
nalism. There should be no
boundary called hills and tarai, we
are all Nepalis. If the misdeeds of

about the burden of loans upon
them. Itis a crime against the
people and the country.
Shiva K Bisangkhe
Patan

CKLAL
Thanks to CK Lal for remembering
the sacrifice of the brave Nepal
Police in “A year after Dunai”
(#62). There may be black sheep
in the police, but they laid down
their lives in Dunai while the
military did nothing to save them.
Buddhi Bahadur RC
Kolkata

| agree with CK Lal (#62) that the.
oot cause of terrorism s injustice

and alienation of the people. The
maobadis were born because of
the long oppression of poor rural
people. And itis the same
throughout the world: the jihadi's,
LTTE. Peace can only come
when the laws are equal for
everyone. Americans should
learn to respect the rights of
people all over the world. The
only antidote to terrorism is equal
justice.
Biggya
by email

I've never read anything so
deeply stupid in the Nepali Times
as CK Lal's “The eagle is
wounded” (#61) a muddle of
smug pontifications on the
terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington which is as twisted
as an argument as the terrorists
own perversion of Islamic
scripture. America is indeed a
flawed enterprise, arrogant, self-
absorbed, decadent. Butitis
other things as well, things not
noted in Lal’s cartoon of it
Thomas Duddy
New York

This is not the time for introspec-
tion and poetry. We need to heed
America’s call, show solidarity
with her, and bring justice to the
thousands who perished. The
eagle may be temporarily

wounded but she will heal. And
then you just watch her soar.
Bishwa V Basnet
Ashland, Mass., USA

READER FRIENDLY
I read Nepali Times regularly on

the Internet. | am writing to thank
you for enhancing your site. It is
much more reader-friendly now
and easier to switch to other
Himalmedia magazines.
Khem R Karki
by email

DASAIN MANADN
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ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

—
RAMYATA LIMBU

In the land of gods,

There’s not much left to steal from Nepal’s temples,
but international art-theft cartels contmue to try.

statue oits moorings, after which
theyattachiron barsllaround i,
replacing the iron latice window

.o
brother found the statue in the
nearby forest the day afeer it was

stolen. “Probably it was too heavy

around thealmost 300yearold | o cary e he conectures.
statue of Bh dra Mallaand Jiirgen Schik, a
his queen. Nepal's raditionalart,says almost

“We're trying to make cas secure
asweaan. Butthere's no guarantee
that people will ot ry again,” says
Chakra Dhara Nanda Rajopadhyaya,

atemple priest

90 percent of rare idols, as well as
those of exceptionally high
quality have left the country since
the 19605, and those that remain
are less important or simply

Phomgmph:ufmlmsmm
Hinduand Buddhist images aken
by Schik during hs travels in the
Valley in the carly 80s feature in the
1989 book by Lain Singh Bangdel,
arthistorian and former vice-
chancellor of the Royal Nepal
Academy, Stolen Iages of Nepal
(Royal Nepal Academny).

Schick's own book, The Gods
are Leaving the Country: Arc Thefi

............. front ofthe main Narayan temple. ‘Thefirsttheftin twenty years—in | cannot be uprooted. from Nepal, was published in

¢slateafiemoonn the courtyard Oneright st monththegold. | helae70sand B0 o saues Schickfircarivdin Kathmandu | German the same yearand carried
Iom.eclmguNmmmple. I Ml | disppeard in1973asatoui and kby daccountsof someof

Dogslelslslyinthesun,and | andwo otherimages diap complex—t fthe need for lthofc din | th db
jgeons feed on grain asvis i yard caution. Nandaand othertemple Karhm\ndu\/a]kv thadisappeared from Nepal in the
wanderaround the premises akingin “Thestatue of Bhupatendra Malla Hl:mmofpumni,mgtthem 70sand 80s. An English version was
thestonesculpruresand miniature. | was found thenextday byaconherd, | isitorswho kdetilingthe | publishedin 1997.
carvingsthatdateback tothe partallyburiedina forestabouta | wonderwhytheyhoveraroundthe | Valley's hritage changed when on “Thework of both, one an
Lichhaviera. kilometreaway,and was einstated | statuesacall imes, his travels he began to notice empty | academiic whose rescarch spans 30

Acoupleofcurious Dutch thisweek. The two otherimages have “Tento fifteen peoplelive niches, holesin templewallsand | yearsand the otheran avid art

tourists join a crowd of onlookers
watching local workmen struggle to
reinstatea statue on its pedestal in

notbeen recove
Directed by the temple prists,
theworkmen weldand cement the

inside the temple complex and
they have two policemen patrolling
the vicinity,” saysa bystander. His

mutilated statues—the work
e N
of

watcher who spent seven years

thieves

the plunder of Nepal's 2,000-year-
old cultural history. In the absence
of reliable records at the Depart-
ment of Archacology, the two
books are the only existing
evidence that enables Nepal to
claim that cultural artefacts works
have disappeared from the country.

Like Bangdel’s book, the aim of
Schik’s book—apart from provid-
ing evidence of the theft—is to
change the purchasing policies of
western collections and lay the
ground for the return of stolen
artefacts. “The 90s have experi-
enced less art theft. I guess there’s
not much left to steal, and
attitudes are changing too. The
marketis shrinking,” says Schick.

In August 1999, based on
detailsin Stolen Images of Nepal,a
private American collector returned
fouridols. The images—a ninth
century Buddha image from
Bhinchhe Bahal Patan, a 10
century Garudasana Vishnu image
from Hyumat tole in Kathmandu,
the mutilated head of a 12
century Saraswatiimage from
Pharpingand a 14 century Surya
image from Panauti’s Triveni
Ghat—are now in the National
Museumat Chhauni.

Animage of Uma Maheswor
which disappeared from Worol in
Dhulikhel in 1982 was returned
last year by the Museum of Indian
Art Berlin and now lies in the
Patan Museum, where Dhulikhel
residents feel it is more secure than
itwould be ina temple. (See
“Return of the gods,” #5) “Given
theinsecurity of our openly-kept
statuary, I don’t think itsa good
idea to reinstate it in its original
location, yet,” says Bel Prasad
Shrestha, mayor of Dhulikhel. He
doesn'tdiscount the possibility of
the statue being stolen again.

Over the years, numerous idols
have disappeared from inand
around the area. Other than
1mpm\e thell .g}mng in temple

aretheftgroups.

Valley's icons,is detaled proofof

lexes and alert the police and
Chief Distrct Offcer o the need

HERE AND THERE

Quetta, Pakistan: There are times

when Iwish I'd followed my father

On the ground zero

by DANIEL LAK

The truth and nothing but... *

of world journalism, too many of us are not up to the task.

into the wold ofbusiness,orjoined
thearmy, orbecamea beach
bumin Auserali Thisis
one o them. I{snot
thatcoveringthe
biggestnews
2 cory of the
neweennury
smakingme
P iced, o

B o 1conoc
eventharT'maway
F' from Nepal my friends
and my iy,

No, whatis
woublingis what '
seingon the ground
zer0 ofworld journal-
fsm. Here'in Pakistan, a 1,000-strong contingent of newspapcr, radioand
television reporters arelaying iege 102 country, and somerimes, to
religious fith, Their weapons are money,technology and slfssured
ignorance. Here in the wild west of Pakistan, a usually quiet backvwater s
foaming with impatient reporters and rapacious television erews, The only
fivesta hotelsin town, awonderfull designed place clled the Serena,
seethes with the press pack in fll cry. It begins on the way i from the

airporcwhen a perfectly nice man from Miami,  photographer, tells me
that he isafraid for his life, that he sces hatred and zealotry in the bearded
fucesallaround him.“They hate us,” h ells . wonderaloud whee he

and [ suspect i

conduit for any side’s propaganda. The organisation where I cut my teeth

asareporter, BBC World Service Radio is il paragon ofthis

artitude. Uil recenly the useof the word “eroris”vas banned there
principl d ubjective and

gets his

onthewholly d thatitwasj
)

ment, aword in his ear s he comes through Islamabad or Washing

The Pakistani authorities have decreed that no foreign |oumalm can
leave the Serena Hotel without an armed guard. It’s a measure to ensure
our safety, and to head off potential diplomatic embarrassment for Pakistan
thatwould accompany attacks on the media. Bu many of my fellow

listssee it s proof that i-Western no-go areas just
waiting to get involved in Samuel Huningron’s clash of civilisations. To be
fair, there are also some here who know what they're about, who see the

1 in th f Quetta, the chall akistan. They
dothe good journalism, they write the truth, they truly enlighten their
fortunate readers and viewers. They work for American, French and other
media outlets and their work speaks for itself; no need to list their names
here, but they are the ones who don’t use phrases like “war against terror™
and “global coalition” and “fundamentalit pariahs.”

Thisis a time when decent journalism should not be ata premium.
Governments making war on terrorists are not allies of the press at mo-
‘ments like this; they are interested parties with messages to get across. No
matter how much one despises the events of 11 September, emotion must
ot getin the way of impartialjournalism, driven by universal principles of
gettingas much true information as possible to the public. The media must
not don uniforms, identify with one side or the other, or allow itself to be a

not helpful in exp

‘What's coming the next few days, weeks and months s not going to
be prety,norwill it e easy for anyoneat the centre orthe periphery of
this conflict, The trouble won't end when the dustsetles from the
bombs, missiles o helicopters evacuating ground forces at the end of a
mission. Tewill just be sarting, An attack on the Taliban regime of
Afghanistan looks iy simple o papes; American milary might and
technology against zeal d fanatical fighters with only a fes
smallarms and rocket launchers. The temptation for the international
media, which by and large s not living up to the challenges of the
moment, will be vilify the Taliban, by implication glorifying the other
side.

Yes,the bearded zealots of Kandahar have grotesquely violated the
human ightsof Afghan women, and apparenly they v given ung
ingshelrer and support to a hateful man who enables the death of
inocent people. But there are a mulitude of perceived sins committed
or permitted by America that enrage Muslims. Ifwe're to avoid the
poisonous minefield implicitin accepting Huntington’s civilsational
clash, we need our meda to guide us.

Too many of my colleagues, I fear,are not up to the task. [
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have a field day

to patrol areas where there are
statues of value, Shrestha doesn’t
see what else he can do. “Given the
large gap i the economic condition
and intellectual status of he Nepali
people, s difficult o do much.”
Shresthaand hiscolleagues do,

however, hope the statue will eturn
witsrghtful, fnotoriginal placeone
day—underatown restoration
project Dhulikhelis planning o carry
outhemayor hopes o buida

for thesatue. “The

tions of Nepalis,lie n arc gallerics,
museums and private collectionsin
Europeor the US. A 1990
Sotheby’s catalogue on Himalayan
And Southeast Asian Are showeda
15% century sculpture of Laxmi
Narayan. The sculpture was lified
from Patko tole of Patan in 1984,
Another stone sculpture from Patan
isin the Denver Museum in the US,
And the Guimet Museu in Paris,
oneof the world s eading museums
th Asian Art has an

displayin;

gods would rrul» have returned,
then,” smiles the mayor.

In Changu Narayan, the priests
lay part of the blame for the
disappearance of statues on the
guthis. Initiallylocal watchmen
took turns to guard the temple area
and were paid for their service in
kind, with grain. But the guthis
stopped the practice and decided
to pay them asum in cash that can
only be described as nominal, Asa
result, says Rajopadhyaya, the
watchmen are simply not motivated
tolook out for their charges.

The dozen or so policemen who
patrolled the area after the carlier
thefis has now dwindled to two,
after they were dispatched to other
parts of the country to tackle the
Maoistinsurgency.

“Itisn'tonly the temple complex,
butthesurrounding neighbourhood
100 that we have to patrol,” says one
of the policemen on duty.

‘Where the stolen items will
land up is anybody’s guess. Accord-
ing to INTERPOL, only five to ten
percent of all stolen cultural
property s ever recovered. Some of
theseidols, worshipped by genera-

1% century idol of Uma
Maheswor,stolen n 1984, Nepal's
laws governingancientart prohibits
the departure of any item more
than a hundred yearsold.

“Itused to be just there,” saysa
resident of Bhaktapur's Nasamana
“Tole, pointing toan empty, moss-
covered niche. Justa couple of
yards away from the spotis  fake
statue of Laxmi Narayan, made to
replace the original 800-year-old
black granite Laxmi Narayan statue
that was stolen in 1984. According
to Bangdels book, ight other
sculptures are missing from the
immediate vicinity. More than
aesthetic works of art, the idols
adeeply religious significance.
They were never just museurn
pieces, but part of the everyday lives
of thousands of Nepali.

Arcwatchers estimate that over
1,000 art works have been smuggled
outofth many in the 70

z

oA
recent months, including heloss of
Buddhai

buyesintemarional regulrions an

Maha Vihar, and statues from Patan
Durbar. Squam and Chobar. And

h ly the ones that have

and 80s. The remaining idolsin
Patan, Bhakeapurand Kathmandu
have been placed behind ugly iron
bars or cemented to the ground to
deter thieves. But this hasn’t
prevented a spate of art thefis in

been reportelasstolen.

Because the trade in stolen art
invariably takes place across
borders, with statues and objets
dart changing hands in many
countries before reachinga final

protection
toartefacts, even ifthey are not
well-proected at home. One major
international legislation is the 1970
UNESCO Convention on the
meansof prohibitingand preventing
theillicitimport, export, and
transfer of ownership of cultural
property. Nepal raified the
convention in 1976, and there are
currently 91 signatories to i. Iewill
help if countries with important art
markers like Japan, Germany, and
the United Kingdom join as full-
fledged state parties.

"The 1995 UNDROIT Conven-
tion on Stolen or Illegally Expored
Cultural Objects and other
international legal instruments on
ilici trade deals with the issues
insufficiently covered by the
UNESCO Convention. In late
August, UNESCO organiseda
symposium on the ilicit rade in
cultural property, which recom-
mended creating a website to be
managed by the Department of
Archacology to raise international
awareness about the missing
culural property of Nepal, and
establishing of a ri-parie investi-
gating commission, including
representatives of the Department
of Archacology, the division of
customs and the Nepal Police.

‘The symposium also adopted
whatit called the Kathmandu
Declaration, urging the government
to update laws against trafficking in
heritage property. As part of s
awareness rasing campaign to
protect cultural heritage, UNESCO
hasissued postcards of stolen
cultural objects, some more than
1,500 yearsold. (Seeillustrations) 0

stolen from Patan in

hmmnn ered: this 12th century

age of Shiva and Parvati stolen
ffom Dhulelin 1952 was
retumed by the Museum firr
Indische Kunst, Berlin and is
now in Patan Museum; a stone

Not missing

As the third round of talks get underway both the government
and the Maoists appear to be giving a little. On 2 October, 17
policemen detained by the Maoists were released in Surkhet
under the auspices of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). The policemen were later transferred by
the ICRC to the regional headquarters of the Nepal Police in
Nepalgunj. Last week, the Maoists released the most
prominent hostage Dev Raj Joshi, former Nepali Congress
MP from Bajura who was abducted in early July and feared
dead. Now the pressure is on the government. The Maoists
want their comrades, including leader Matrika Yadav re-
leased, and information on where their 69 missing com-
rades are as a precondition for dialogue. The Home Ministry
spokesman told us that, “the process of releasing detainees
from the government side is on.” However, it appears the
government has no clue about Maoist central party member
Danda Pani Neupane, who disappeared in May 1999
Neupane is not on the government's list of Maoists detained
or killed. Before the 17 policemen were freed, the govern-
ment said the Maoists were holding 189 hostages, including
69 policemen.

ISDP extended

The govemmem has extended the \nlegraled Secumy
Development Programme to six more Maoist-affected
districts. That takes the number of districts where the army
will be partially deployed to deliver the government's hearts-
and-minds program to 13. Early this year late King Birendra
approved deploying troops to build roads and carry out
development work in Gorkha, Rukum, Rolpa, Jajarkot,
Salyan, Kalikot and Pyuthan—the seven districts hit hardest
by the Maoist insurgency. Fashioned after the US Army's
Vietnam-era counter insurgency strategy, the ISDP has been
extended to Dolakha, Ramechaap, Dailekh, Surkhet, Dang,
and Lamjung. Says Dr Jagadish Chandra Pokharel National
Planning Commission member, “The army, police and
development workers in these district are assessing the
area’s needs according to which programs will be carried
out." The Maoist say the on-going peace talks cannot pro-
duce results if the government does not scrap the ISDP and
withdraw other policies aimed to muzzle the insurgency.

Nepal Oil Corruption

Vehicle owners better watch it. Those substituting cheaper
kerosene for diesel to operate their vehicles may not get
away with it for much longer. Subsidised kerosene costs a
mere Rs 17 per litre, compared with diesel, which sells for
Rs 26.50. Nepal Oil Corporation officials suspect the substi-
tution may be accounting for about nine percent increase in

demand for kerosene, and a corresponding 30 percent drop
in diesel sales since last month. NOC says it has intensified
its anti-adulteration checks. A night bus was recently caught
in the act—tanking up with kerosene instead of diesel at a
local gas station. Some refuelling stations in Kathmandu
have been found doing the same. Transporters are aware
that using kerosene could damage their engines—and
pollute more than diesel does—but claim the money they
save makes it worth the extra maintenance costs. The
government pays Rs. 3 for every litre of kerosene NOC sells
to the general public.

E-shradhas

E-commerce may be out but Eshradha \s |n Shradha
Online, started by Web Park Nepal, allows Nepalis in any
corner of the world to make arrangements for the annual
rites performed to appease the spirits of departed kin without
having to be in the country for the purpose, electronically of
course. Interested individuals don't have to fly to the banks of
the Bagmati, they can simply forward family details via Web
Park Nepal's site and a Bahun priest at Pashupatinath will
do the rest.

Web Park captures the religious ceremony on digital
camera, posts the footage on the web, and gives the be-
reaved a password to view it. Al this for $150.
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One way ticket to nowhere

Oncecaught, theyarcheldin
detention untila lawyeris found to
represent those who make formal
asylum appeals. During chis time,
they ring contactsin London whothen
provide the back-up support needed
o follow theapplication through,or
simply helpthem disappex. The

happy because e getsdocile

since the 1 Seprembe bombingsin
New York, amid ha

because they have found ameans of

terorists may b usinghe same
loopholes lawsand

ustenance ang

money tosend home.
“The Nepali passportis casy to

ampervith.Itsilluses “cold”

laminaio, cvenaferthescam hac

provedurstosned o thecouncy:
Oneresson Nepaillgilimmigrans

were threarencd when the commu-
nists were in power. Pretending to
be Bhutanese wasa rage till last year,
and is still happening, But most
asylum applications these days are
from those ciiming to be Maoiss
flecin

orth havenot been
argeted isthat they are usually

p ulously planned,
rehearsed and carried out under strict

surt
MPs were found to have sold their

e
rightside of the lawoncein the UK.

directions of handlers both in passports with visa stamps, which were Nepali migrants caiming
Kathmanduand London. Eventhose | reused afiera photo change. Gendy allgincetoslmostvery polil
ithout helpdon't | heating the underside ofthe photo heasylum, In the

have to worry much: the Brish
government gives you £36 per week s
survival llowance, £10 poundsin

cashand L26 asfood vouchers.

Nepal

pageofthe passport eportedlyallows

thelaminated cover tobe pecled off,

andanawphoo suckon.
aney

detect such

carly 1990s e was the ex-Panchas who
chaimed they were unsafeaer the
restoration of democracy in Nepal.

C d prosecution by

channelsay they pa
800,000-1 Rs 1.2 million to middle-
men who arrange the visas. Some

fak Royal Nepal Ailines saff
haveactually been trained tolook out
forph ‘hes and fake visas. But

the Nepali C

scckers even claim they were
involved in the Maoistattacks
on Dunai and Holeri to make
their case.

Plumstead, Blackhcath and
Woolwich n southast London are
arcas where most recent Nepali
migrants congregate. Manyare
students, but the numbersalso
include those there to seck asylum.
applications

and Congress members aid they

are confidential, it is difficult to say

-

how many have actually applied for
rcfugcci[.\[us Itisalso diffcule to

i L

)

'

Aslongas there s unemployment
and cconomic desperation in Nepal,
therevill be Nepali

berof Nepalis i
in theselocalites: according to one

Plumstead resdent there could beas
many as S00 there. Aldershotalso has
asizeable Nepali population, while

otherscould bescattered in diferent
partsof Britain and are very mobile.

sneakinto Europe oroverstayin
Australia, And, itseems,they will use
wharever politcal cause s most lkely
tograntthem asylum. (Wich
additional reports by Binod Bhatarai
in Kathmandu)

dm fact dw holders offa.kt travel

dtoget past

lients” to London and return with
the fake travel documents, which are
later recycled.

ailine checkinsand immigration
desksatthe Tribhuvan Inernational
Airportsuggeststhat money changes

amed with documents o “prove”
their claims. Some have Maoist photo
IDs n English),others have

“The British authorities have
lapped £60,000 worth of fines on
Royal Nepal Ailines for fingin

supposed th onwhat
appears to e Maoist party sttionery.
Still others have warmants on police
letterheads thatsaythe person in
question forkilling

Nepaliswithout
Garwickairpor,of which theairline
has paid up £30,000. Other Gulf-
basedsilines fyingfrom Kathmandu
criteriatoscreen

civilians. Many also havewith them | Nepalisrouted through to Europe.
frontpagestories fom obscure distic Thesedays you don'teven needa
Bricish vs fake—to get
lives. (We reccived a copy of one such wEnghnd. Recent Nepaliavls
paper with a page 1 story detailing the in tucks

threats o thelif of an asylum sceker,
butcouldn'tfind a copy of he
newspaper)

‘The profileof theaverageasylum
scckerin England s single, male, 20-
something firstentered the UK ona
studentvisa. Those traveling on fake
documentsare rgely uncducated and
notineresed i stuying These

from Belgium or Germany, which
have begun to tighten immigration
laves An even newer way is to geta visa
toanation that would mise few
eyebrows—Cuba, Nigeriaorthe
former Soviet Republics—and geta
wansiticket through Heathrow or
Charles e Gaulle: Oncein the transic
loungeth pasengers ‘disppear’ and

typic: relatives or

relivesoffiendsin Engand, or

arenext
asylumas happend toa group of over
30 Nepalisatond 1

downand find jobs. Mostend up
working for businesses un by Asians,
mainly Indians, and are paid
minimum, or less than minimurm,
wage. Butno one comphins because

youth conferencein Algeriain August.
Britan has one ofche mostlenient
asylum lawsand has oflate come
underincreasing pressure from
other European countriesto tighten

ctable cu

th

prepared to delight your palate. {
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Every Saturday & Sunday come to the Godavari Village Resort and savour a vonderfully juicy B

Jnwind in the

at your own leisurely pa

cooking style and pick up culinary skills from him

Enjoy a complimentary glass of wine or beer for adults and soft drink for children. Prior res
to avoid disappointment.

green Vaijayanta Garden Restaurant or the
You could also watch Chef Prem Baniya showcase his outstanding
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Rate: Rs. 650/- + tax per person
50% discount for children below 4 ft.*
Time: 12:30 - 1500 hrs.
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Godavari

“Swimming included in the package (during Kathmandu 0 Nepal

season).

~ Website: om.np

both sidesbencfic the employeris | up. This process has accelerated
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INTERCITY BUS SERVICES
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REFRESHMENT will be served at Riverside
Spring Resort or Motel du Mungling
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAI

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

ne of the last things one
would have expected to
sce under a consitution
drafted bya panc headed by
someone who went on to
become chicfjustice i the
Supreme Court struggling to
establish its supremacy.

In a socicty suffocating in the
vapours of vows broken over the
12 years since the restoration of
multiparty politics, a healthy
dose of judicial activism has kept
the citizenry alive.

Whenever the national
conversation on anything crosses
adecibel threshold determined
by civil society, Nepalis know
they can expect the gavel to fall
in court. To be sure, the
Supreme Court hasinfuriated
almost everybody in the course
of interpreting the letter and
spirit of the constitution. By
progressively restricting the
prime minister's prerogative to
dissolve the House of Repre-
sentatives in cases spread over
governments led by all three
major partics, the top court has
shown its commitment o stayin
above the political fray. By
striking down the provision of
pensions for former MPs, a deal
seruck in one of those rare
moments of genuine Nepali
political camaraderic, the
judiciary has made a lasting
impact on the livelihoods of a
tribe that has increasingly come
to viewa full legislative term asa
rarity. By pulling up the govern-
ment, albeit circuitously, for

ying to foist the citizenship
amendment bill on the palaccin
the form of a finance bill, the
justices have underscored the great
premium they put on due process.
Ourjustices would not be
unjustified in equating criticisms
emanating from all political
quarters with commendation for
their conduct. Moreover, the
value the judiciary has put on its
independence has inspired other
organs of the state to become
more assertive. This passionate
pursuit of primacy, however, has
sometimes turned into a
pernicious form of power
struggle. We have reached a
stage where heads of constitu-
tional bodics have become
embroiled in bitter turf wars.
‘The Supreme Court had to walk
atightropea few months ago in
the Attorney-General vs Com-
mission for Investigation of
Abuse of Authority on a case
concerning a denomination of
Indian banknotes that is not
legal tender in Nepal. The
people could be forgiven for not
being able to figure out which
side won. In the recent dispute
over the government's decision
o frecze land transactions, the
court had the disadvantage of
having to delivera ruling afier
the order was rescinded. The
enduring value of the verdict
nevertheless licsin its admoni-
tion to the head of government
that he cannot rule by decree
from the podium of parliament.
During the Lauda Air

investigations, the CIAA and the
prime minister’s office were
locked eyeball to eyeball over
issues of sphere of duty and
executive privilege. After
launchinga mucky smear
campaign in the media and
hurling wild allegations of dirty
tricks, cach side eventually had
o find a face-saving formula in a
sealed letter strongly reminding
the other about ts rights and
responsibiliies.

he struggle for insticutional
superiority flared up on another
front last week. By declaring
illgal e wayinwhich he
MPS

their constituencies, and
indirectly clected/nominated
MPs of the Upper House who

turned on the judiciary. You
now have all three branches of
the state locked in combat with

are under no such comp
but enjoy a longer and more
secure tenure. But that's not the
part that lowered the morale of
our Lower House luminaries.
The ruling came at a time when
lawrmakers ofall petsuasions in
both chambers wanted the fund
taised from Rs 1 million to Rs
10 million a year per member.
Convinced that revenge isa
form of justice when a ruling is
devoid of leniency, irate legisl
tors launched an instant
P ffensive. Some have

fundis being adminisered, the
apex court has dealt a furcher
blow to our representatives. The
verdict made no distinction
between popularly elected
members of the Lower House
who are constrained to nurse

called for the impeachment of
the justices who delivered the
verdict. Moreover, with parlia-
ment debating whether to grant
the CIAA the additional author-
ity of investigating members of
the bench, the tables have been

careful mix of offensive and
defensive postures. Members of
the fourth estate, meanwhile,
are glecfully giving front-page
treatment to this deafening
display of democracy in action.
For many Nepalis, courtrooms,
legislative chambers and cabinet
mectings have become the only
places to learn about the world.
Behind the dust kicked up
by this sequence of statutory
skirmishes, however, liesa
constitutional knot that not
even the wisest of our counsels
scem to be able to untangle.
When the palace sought its
advice, the Supreme Court did
not take very long to examine
and declare the citizenship
amendment bill dead on arrival.

Statutory skinmishes

The Supreme Court, the CIAA, the prime minister’s office, and MPs are all battling
for primacy. And it is getting a little spooky.

However, the people weren't told
what kind of funcral the bill
should get because, as i turned
out, the justices weren'tasked.
Nepal’s democratic experience has
established that you can’t hope to
be Jung Bahadur and Jefferson ac
the same time. However, grey
areas are bound to continue
complicating national life n the
days ahead, especially when
everybody of any consequence has
developed an abiding passion for
command and control. Prudent
jurisprudence, thercfore, would
dictate against being bogged down
in deliberations over jurisdiction.
As for the citizenship amendment
bill, cremate it, bury it or leave it
to the vultures—just make sure it
gets to rest in peace. I¢’s getting a
licele spooky out here. 0

FESTIVAL OF SOUTH ASIAN DOCUMENTARIES

FILM SOUTH ASIA ‘0t

4-7 October, 2001 (Thursday to Sunday), Russian Cultural Centre, Kathmandu

Life nd fimes of an ancient oscefic
She Wants 1o Talk to You (26) 3:20 pm
Nepol/USA, 2001 dir - Anita Chang
Nepal’s women in Amrika

Naheed'’s Stor
Pakistan, 2001, dir
She wans fo donce

)
Beena Sarwar

Shere Puniab (11)
india, 2001, dir - Rahul Das
At the roadside dhabo

Bengali the World of Fish (29)
India, 2001, dir - Nilanjon Bhattacharya
Culinary delight

4:40 pm

The Bee, The Bear and 5:30 pm

the Kuruba (63)

India, 2000, dir - Vinod R

The fribal, the forest and the modern man
HALL B

Let Me Also Come 11:10 am

To School (56

India, 2001, dir - Simantini Dhury

The stafe of school educafion

Cricket Lives in Lahore (13) 12:20 pm
Pakistan, 2000, dir - Forjad Nabi

Bowled over

My Migrant Soul (35)

Bangladesh, 2000, di - Yasmine Kabir

A Bangladeshi worker in Malaysia dies
Freedom! (60) 2:00 pm
India, 2001, dir - Amar Kanwar
Environment, Indian cenire and periphery

3:15 pm

Jari Mari of
and Other Stories (74)

India, 2001, dir - Surabhi Sharma
Mill workers in Bombay are laid off

Tickets (Rs 25 per screening) available at:

india, 1999, dir - Rojiv Krishnan
The Artof the Impossible: 11:00 am  Michael Jaccon Comes  11:00 am Eunuchs af work
ortrait of 45) to Manikganj (57] y .

Indior 2000, cir - Juler Reynolds South Asm,qm(!l(, . Nupur Basu CUlyaloSH oo ke 0P
The man and his Mandal Satellite television invades South Asia T et v |
Where RU on I€Q (6] 12:05 pm  We Have the Same 12:15 pm
India, 2001, dir - Avinas Kind of Blood (41] Sunday, 7 October HALL A
Chatfing on’the Infernet Nepal, 2001, dir - Berit Madsen
Torf Wars (41 The Dalit is bewildered The Quest for Peace 10:00 am
India, 2001, Abhimanyu’s Face (27) 300 pm Ioeopeianel2) ok

i - indio, 2001, dir - Bharat Bhusan
- pfvimf;y ,]Bm"e‘u oo Sobeffe! India, 2001, dir - Ranjan Palit Why the Naga problem and where fo 2

A passion for Mahabhorat's Abhimanyu

Scribbles on Akka (60) 2:00 pm Pakistan and India under the Nuclear

\uma, 2000, dir - Madhushree Dutta In Search of Meera’s Buddha (29) Shadow (32)

I
India, 2000, dir - Murad Al
Sculpted Buddha heads for the hills

Between the Devil and 3:20 pm
the Deep River (65)

Indio, 1999, dir - Anind Sinha

Woe, the embanked river

Between the Lines (11 4:45 pm

India, 2000, dir - Parvez Imam
The siranded Bangladeshis of Delhi

King for a Day (33)

Bangladesh, 2001, di - Alex Gobbay
Clinfon is coming ... so what?.

We Homes Chaps (70 5:50 pm
Indio/Nepal, 2001, dir-Kesang Tsefen

Old boys folk ond falk obout school

HALL B

Amir: An Afghan Refugee 11:10 am
Musician’s Life in Peshawar (60)
Pakistan, 1985, dir - John Baily

Revisifing o past

Sunrise Radio (17 12:20 pm
Indio/UK, 2001 dir - S Hemm
London listens o South A

King of Dreams (30
India, 2001, dir- Amar Kanwar
What's on man’s ming

Born At Home (60)
India, 2000, dir - S?meem Jain

orih Indian midwifery

2:00 pm

A Sun Sets In (45) 3:20 pm
Pokiston, 2000, dir - Shohid Nadeem

The bishop's ultimate sacrifice
Closed-door-and-stuff-
inside-the magazine (38)
Indi, 2001, dir - Altaf Mozid
Anonymous Assamese witer speaks up

4:20 pm

Mandala Book Point, Kantipath (227711/216100); Suwal Music 'n Movies,
Lazimpat (421522); Saraswati Book Centre, Pulchowk (521599); and Patan Dhoka Kitab Pasal, Patan Dhoka (548142).

Pakisian/India, dir - Pervez Hoodbhoy
Deadly footage of controntation-inmaking
a (22) 1:25 am
Nepul 5000, i - Elzabeth Sridor
Mustang mother's preoccupations
All the World's My Stage (25)
US/Indio, 2001, dir - Farah Deba
Famous iferary names speak
The Play Is on...(52) 12:35 pm
Kashmir, 2001, dir - Pankaj Rishi Kumar
Pe ovmmg e Soubied ons
g Terraces (62)

Nepu\, 0], B St ot
Foca-a-face wih the Moo insurgency
The Dream (35' 3:45 pm
Tndie, 3001 dir . C. Sercichandran
School with a diflerence
Now That's More Like a Man (35)
Pakistan, 1‘?99 dir - Farjod Nabi and
Maznar Zait
Pakistani women talk about their men
A Rough Cut on the Life  5:15 pm
and Times of Lachuman Magar (39]

2:30 pm

Nepal, 2001, dir - Dinesh Deokola
A naughty old mar

HALL B
Our Boys (42) 10:15 am

Bangladesh, 1999, dir -
Boys falk about boys

Manzare Hassain

Colours Black (3 11:10 am
India, 2001, dir - o Murthy

Child abuse'in Bombay

Their War (50) 11:50 am

Bangladesh, 2001, dir- Afsan Chaudhary
Women revisit the 1971 war

Highway to Well (36) 12: 45 pm
Nepal/Indio, Meera Dewan
Nepali girls are koo e

Kathmandu's Silent Night - A festival within the festival

Over 20 silent short films from all over South Asia
Friday, 5th October at 6:45 p.m. at the Russian Cultural Centre, Kamal Pokhari, Entry is FREE
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10t plan preview

The National Planning Commission has begun shuffling paper in the run-up to the 10" five-year Plan, which
comes into effect from mid-July 2002. Until 1990, the National Planning Commission was a powerful coordina-
tor of development activity and government policy, based on five-yearly planning cycles since the 1950s. Its
role in development planning has been fuzzy since, but the five-year plans are still around.

According to the approach paper to the 10" plan, (available in a read-only, unprintable form at
www.npc.gov.np) the goal is to achieve an average annual growth rate of 6.5 percent, against the three yearly
averages of 5.3 percent since 1997/98. This would require achieving 4.2 percent growth in agriculture—against
the 3.17 percent average of the past four years—and 8 percent growth in the non-agriculture sector, up from the
present average of about 6.3 percent. The overall goal of the plan is to expand employment opportunities to
reduce the number of people in absolute poverty from the present 38 percent of the population to 32 percent
at the end of the 10" plan. The numbers look good, but going by the NPC's past record they may also be
difficult to achieve without a major overhaul of the planning, implementation and governance processes.
Some other goals:

Reduce infant mortality from 75 per 1,000 to 50.7 and maternal mortality from 435 per 100,000 to 350
Expand primary education coverage from 70.5 to 85 percent

Raise adult literacy (15 years and above) from 53 to 70 percent

Raise female literacy from 26 to 50 percent, and

Keep population growth rate at 2.1 percent, against the present 2.4

The plan also envisages building motorable road links to 70 districts, up from the 58 that are currently
connected—even though some of these roads are not black-topped—and take telephone connections to every
50 lines per 1,000 people from the present 11. The coverage of electricity is to be increased by seven percent
to reach 22 percent of the population. The fixed capital investment needed to achieve the five-year goal is Rs
689.5 billion—almost seven times the money budgeted for spending in fiscal 2001/01.

Letters of intent

The Nepal Rastra Bank has issued Iellers 01 |men| |u three new banks S\ddhanha Eank Laxm\ Bank and the
Export-Import Bank of Nepal. The three had applied to set up banking operations in 1995. Of the three the
Export Import Bank will have an authorised capital of Rs 2 billion (paid up one billion) and the Kathmandu-
based Siddhartha Bank, Rs 1 billion (paid up Rs 500 million). The Laxmi Bank will be based in Birgunj and is
to have an authorised capital of Rs240 million. NRB rules stipulate that these ventures must begin banking
operations within one year of receiving a letter of intent—that is by September 13, 2002. One year after they
start operations, the banks are required to issue shares to the public.

Philips’ new range

Philips has unveiled a new range of consumer eleclmnlcs mat |ncmpora&e me ﬂvm s patenled
wOOx technology to produce high acoustic bass, a company release says. The products

by ARTHA BEED

The government needs to take its own audits seriously.

heBeed isappalled. Last week,
the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) presenteda

report pertining o fscal 1999/2000,
whichshowed dha R 71 billonof

and the Beed does not blame them. then need to turn ourattention o
Buritisash powerful twol of thening the OAG’soffice. There
the legisl hat could, in theory h I need to say this, but

provide the exccutive with the checks

wel eliveina worid of information

Thal, ur

technology

ams of overnmentwasnotin
accordancenwith procedure, or has
notbeen accounted for roperly. And

axistinglegislature-executive nexusis
notexposed.

Thegov-

i n system In It h
need o build the capacity of our
wchdogs, nottakeavay fomic
TheO,

advancesworth Rs 26 billon vere ooy et "
made—buthavestill not been year—roughly20  inwhich financil ransactionsare
set percentof the conducted, it needs technologies
The 1,542 page GDP—bu anditnecds tounderstand how
audicreportis thercisonly  theywork.
essentiallya themost Government s notamonolithic
post-mortemof primitiveof  entity. Itanswers to many constituen-
government methodsof  ciesand there is no unified chain of
acivitesnvolving, auditingthis  command. Tocontrolthe functioning,
cash. Generally,chis axpendinre. The of an entity like thi, there need o be
Beed and other ike- govemment 3 heckpointsevery
minded individualshave privatcand non-governmental OAG animporantone.lis |
cometoaccep[rha[audit processes isations b aedina e i d
h frontareamere nmd‘, and correcti :ni ns  asamand: rpmccdu'e Bil: a[mj
ﬁ)m\a]lw—(hcy]ookmm financial h | and mulil
transactions elating to the year audits alm(m u'nmzd.\amly burexudc\ should makeia point tha o
before, and imeinthenextyear  abreezy putting  grantsand iedofc
submia report, The repore—if itsown housein order. of theauditreport. Ifthe government

indeed, it does come outin the
second yearafter the fiscal yearin

‘Thesorof rampant, open
comupion vescecanonly be

include VCD players, an MP3-compatible mini hi-fi, home enlenamment stations, flat-
screen TVs, projection TVs and even a five-in-one (VCD/MP3/CI The

products have “super error correction”, which allows them to play scralched VCDs and CDs.

Bad governance

Add another Rs 8.11 billion to the loss from public institutions—that is the amount that remained unsettled in
mid-July. The Auditor General's office says this takes cumulative overdue/ unsettled accounts in government
agencies to Rs 26.4 billion—almost seven times the money the government plans to spend on development
programmes under the Ministry for Education this year. This amount does not include the unsettled accounts of
quasi-government bodies and district development committees, which bring the total money government
agencies owe each other to Rs 38.4 billion—an amount that is almost two-thirds the government's anticipated
regular spending in fiscal 2001/02. The Auditor General's report says the rate of settlement of overdue

reall does nor careabout proper
proceduresand systems, hen why

may notcatch the it Good  docsitbotherfundingthem? The

attention f the Public Accouns governance demandsan cfficient OAG mustbeintegrated into the

Committee (PAC). Ifit does, then it temof: dits. But ifonlyo

might be questioned the followis notthe toothless kind wesee now. hey don'tkeepingadding 200

year. Answerscanbereumed tothe  OAG bmitted to pal pagesotheirrorcvryarina

commiticewhenever. Inshort,abit  nced to be honoured i therighe atcplea forattention. All the

ofajoke. piit—howelsecan weinstiurional-  bes, Bishnu Bahadur KG, Audior
And the OAG i ined iseth Fdiscipls General. 0

byitsown constiuion thari has in this country needs so desperately?

lieinfluencein theworld of ingand honouringl Readers can post their views at

government, Ourgoodauditorstend  findings ofthe OAC isthe irsestep,  arthabeed@yahoo.com

toslinkaround ina self pityingsate

butifwe can dlimb that mountain, we

accounts is about a paltry 28 percent.

Weekly Intemet Poll #3

wninepanenscom

IF the talks with the Maoist fail, should the Royal Nepal Atmy be mobilised?

peoples’ problems so instead of deploying
the army, the government should allow the
Maoists to run the country for a while and
see how they do it

Som Tharu

From other insurgencies we know they can't
be stopped by the barrel of the gun. The
only solution is the dialogue. If the
government thinks that power , be it police
or the army, can overcome the problem this
is a mistake. Any such move can push the
nation into civil war. Which will be an
opportunity for India even to invade or
destabilise Nepal.

Arjun Bhandari

If the talks fail, army should be mobilised
to eradicate these terrorists. We should
help our government to kick Maoists who
have killed so many innocent people, even
children. They threaten people and force
to become Maoists. A democratic
monarchial constitution is good for our
country, a republic is unimaginable.
Surendra Dahal

The Maobadis are doing a lot of good for
the country. We are always ready to help
you turn Nepal into a republic.

Netra

The origin of the Maoist problem is in the
negligence of governments to the 40
points demand put forward by the United
People’s Front, led by Dr Baburam
Bhattarai. The basic rights of the people
should be fulfilled before we go fo any kind
of insurgency against them. For that
government should be clear that this is a
political problem. This is why the army
should not be deployed.

Shravan Pokhrel

Yes. If the talks fail military force should be
used.

SKHyoju

All governments so far failed to solve the

The people should unite and counter
Maoists. The bullet will not bring peace, it
will lead to more uncertainty and insecu-
rity.

“Nationalist™

Itis too late to resolve the Maoist problem
through talks. The recent activities of the
Maoist demonstrated that there is a major
shift in their policies. If Mao was alive, he
would have warned them not to misuse his
name. Anybody who undermines the Royal
Nepal Army is an anti-national element.
Vidhu Prakash Kayastha

Its very funny that the question if govern-
ment should mobilise the army is coming
out now. It should have been done long
ago before the Maoists started their bloody
campaign. The government has been
sleeping. Innocent people are dying but
who cares.

Prajol Tamrakar

No, the army is not the solution. Punish
corrupt politicians, and the problem will
resolve itself.

Kosh Prasad Neupane

Using the army will mean more violence
and flow of blood, but Nepalis won't get
peace until they are deployed against the
Maoists.

Lekhat Gurung

I don't think it is necessary to mobilise the

army, they are there to fight an extrenal
enemy. The Nepali Police should do it,
and the police should be made stronger.
Nischal

Certainly not! Fighting Maoist with the
army is not the solution. All so-called
terrorists exist for a reason. And the
reason is inequality and abuse of power
by the ruling class and corrupt politi-
cians. The only solution is through
negotiation. As a matter of fact Royal
Nepal Army should be dissolved, and its
budget used to improve the education
system.

Ramesh Shrestha

Yes, the only solution to this problem is
army. If Royal Nepal Army is not willing
to take action in this situation, what they
are for? Why we should we feed them
with our tax money? After all, they will
be pretty useless against a foreign
enemy. Our army knows the Maoist are
buying time to reorganise.

Parmeshwor Pokhrel

Mobilising the army will hasten the
demise of the present so-called democ-
racy. The army wil have to chose
between corrupt leaders and the people.
Letus see who they chose.

“Nationalist"

This will be gravest the mistake the
Nepalese will ever make when the Army
is mobilised fully to counter the
insurgency. When the army is mobilised,
this once peaceful country will become
another Chechniya, Sri Lanka or
Kashimir.

Hum Gurung

Yes, mobilise RNA as soon as possible to
stamp out terriorists, but we must also
stamp out corrupt leaders. So, which one
first?

Lingden Limbu

The Maoists are collecting a lot of trust
and selling dreams to poor people. So
mobilising the army s ot going to solve
this. But Maoist are doing terrible things
and the government has to take immedi-
ate action

Ram Thapaliya

| think Maoists are just taking advantage
of government and the generosity of the
Nepali people. I don;t think they will give
up their arms in a peaceful way. The way
they have spread terror shows, they are
not really aiming anything but just
destroying already weak economy of
Nepal. Good the government gave them
chance to talk. After this it's time to use

force.
Bharat Pokhrel

Maobadi are spreading all over the
country simply because government
could not extend its muscle. Had the
army been mobilised on time their
numbers would not have grown like it has.
No matter whether peace talks succeed or
fail, the primary responsibility of the
army is to guard the people of Nepal.
Bigyan Sijapati

What is our government doing all these
years? They should have used army long
time back when they were small in
number. But it is beter late than never.
No one has the right to kill people.
Prabin Basnet

Yes, the royal army should be mobi-
lised against the Maoists. The work of
the army is to save the nation, not
sitting in the barracks and taking
government salary. They have to be
mobilised and save our nation.
Surendra Gautam

I think it is not fair to mobilise army, as
it will create civil war in Nepal which
neither be good for Maoists nor to the
government. The best way is to teach
people and give them the essential
needs. But they don't know that it is
almost impossible by getting Nepalis to
kill Nepalis.

Chari

It is already getting late to mobilise
Royal Nepal Army. They should be
mobilised immediately. Al this talk is
no use. Maoists are only taking time to
re-organise, buy new weapons.

Suresh

Maoists are a gang of notorious people
who are there to fulfil their own need
not the country. So army should do
something for the peace of Nepal

Sital Koirala

It seems ridiculous for the Deuba
government to go and talk to criminals
like Maoists. It is better to mobilise the
Nepal Army and crush them and bring
back peace.

Kamal Sinha

Maoists or the army? Just compare
North Korea and Pakistan.
Kaweeta

OFF THE BEATEN TREK

Jomsom is the gateway to the Mustang Festival this weekend 5-7 Octobe:

Mustang getaway

It is not just the wild winds of the Kali Gandaki that
make Jomsom’s streets well-swept.

ALLPHOTOS: RUPAJOSHI

and Jomsom offers ozonated drinking
waterforlocalsand trekkers. Tshering
Gurung, helps manage the station ac
Kagbeni that efills watcr-bordesacthe
ratc of Rs 35 perlitrefor rourists and
Ry’ perltre for Nepalis.
Seventy-year Chhini Lhamu who
livesin Samley across theriver from
theairporcselsan average of Rs 350
worth ofvegetables whenever she gocs
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south, and thisis the eason for the
fercevinds. The previingvind

‘When the dlouds obscure the
mountains, the birds circl to gain

heightand fnaly disppcraboe he
d

Ket. These days she’s been Illean nordhwwards,
Jling apples too. “But syau (appl with theirbranches p ards dstofind
can'be hyau abother) when they | Tiber, From time totime,the “wrong”
don’tgetyouagood price,”shesays. | winds blowin from the pl reallybad, they

“Therc comesa time when cven our
livestock getsick of these fuits” Last
year Chhini sold Rs. 60,000 worth of
apples from the 70 or so apple recs in
the family orchard.

Every trecinand around Jomsom
ishearywith red andyellow spples

their way out of the
valley. When flying condiionsare
ded like the

thatis when the elders in Thini take it

asabad omen and gatherataspecil

planesand they come down to iver
banksand waitout heweather. “The

;
pacify the
wind spirits with special offerings.

“The riveritelfspreads tselfout
afier Kagbeni, illing the valey floor
withsand, pebles nd bouiders.In

o kil tho birds and
them, butnotany more. Nowtheyare
protected,”says Prem.
“Thedhckay-chackofhoreshocsisa
familarsound inthes stonectpaved

RUPA JOSHI IN JOMSOM hue. Butas the day wears on the le huddle inside d ly under the balmy thewaterch . Trees havep
F ollowing thecontourof heriver | mountain playshide-and-seekowich | hotels. autumn'sun. Exorbiantair fi allheime makingicdiffclc o around theirrunksto preven hungry
bed,and perilously close tothe | the louds,and finally when the sun Asignboardac heairportal cost, an ideto “Everyyearitwashes | horsand mules fom ibblingavaythe
diffson citherside,theaircraft | dipsbehind the all himals o thewest | everyone that Mustangisano- theroad-head meansthatmostofthe | offhousesand farms,”ays Prem bark Thefieldsareallwalledoffto
fisoverthetownsof Lt Tukuche | Nilgii reflcts s oy lght. polythene bagdistict. Infactalere | fuitsinthe Kali Gandakivalleyger | Gurung,aJomsom esiden. “Is | protectthecrops. Inthevwidefanofa
and Marpha. Th : 1 dJomsom policemenand womenin Pokhara | either desccated and candied or fuileuying o tame this wild river.” | stream near Dhumba, tened horses
3k|msmlf[lyo\erappl:orch“ds airportin the mornings. Farmers from | airporcwillfiskand remove any metamorphose nto cider, brandy and Inafewweekstime,whenthe | grzeon thegreengras, “Thisisthebest
emacesof e | neight llages sell apples and gssilinyour possssion. | wine. Thus whiethe estofhe buckwheatspensand wens black e | scxonfordhen,” sy Pren.“Onee
mdvbmkmﬁhcmgmdm,\ bls tothelocals and Th dJomsomare wleand | Kali Gandzki wintersetsin, al?
tight bank on final f toPokhara, dleanandliter free. The Mustangis' | tastelessapples from India, freshand | sorcof southward flow—of migratory Flighsoutof Jomsomall dependon

swirlinggrey waters out thelefe Porters mill about hoping o find bid tofre their distictofthe plasic

windowand decpblucsky outthe | prospective s Andhen hreare | menacetharspaguing dm restofthe
vight, then we arc bouncing on thelocals whojust ho | countryhast he
Jomsom'srecently-asphalted runway | comesand who gocs. Jomsom-based i Knginihe
and roaring oa top. ] ! i area. Awater el isin

‘erminal cachingup on Kathmandu

newspapersthatcomeon hemorning | discarded plasticwaterbortes.

Fmoming thlgendary | Esablihdby ACAP nasociaion
ind withthe New Zedland firm, Safe

>h0v» whititcan do. Thephncsstop | Drinking Water Sons theprject

Outside, the lean and crisp place o reducelter causcd by
mountainairseems vacuum-ceaned.
Nllgmsﬂumdnd(,c:uflcsmwsmvcr ﬂlghn)

itsbase. In

the memmg, the sun shines fom

juicy Mustangi apples continue o sll
acRs 20 akgin Jomsom oraresniffed
and nibbled by goats and miniature
cows called fulus.

birds. Siberian geescand ducksall
wingingsouth in their longjourney
from Siberia o India. Thisis the
superhighvway actossthe Himalaya

thewind gods. The it questonin
everyone's mind i Jomsom every
mormingis:“Willthe planes comein
today?” Sometimes you have o it
. H

The Kl Gandakicus thevorld | they o yfrom

decpest, d | d t inswere younger. | Gandaki, dlouds g
Dhaulagir. Geol theriveris | Youcan herthhonkingofhegees | Pokbaryisa 3-idayuckavaylon
olderthantt insand diced ! I someol weneryon
through the Himalayassiclfd. The | chem. They mm:downfmm the. cath GoroJomsom nctkdurng
gorgeisafunnd linking he Tibean | northin theewotc

behind th givingitahazy | fiying thesand run by community groups in Kagbeni | platcau with the Gangetic phinsto the | the azure sky. locileof Nepalscleancsecown. [
Fuw & Ride
20" October 2001

The teams of Tented Camp would like to

invite you at 20% October 2001 for a Fun & Rlde Rally

Come and join our adventure trip in the south — east of Kathmandu. The rally will start from
the unique Dubar Square of Patan over the quiet and peaceful villages to Lubhu.

In this little ancient villages your legs will get some power supply with refreshing drinks and

snacks. Loaded with new energy you continue your ride on the eight kilometers uphill to

Pokhari Thumko. After two kilometers strong riding, we provlde a bus for the bikes, for those

people who would like to hike up to the Adventure Cam

Amved at an altitude of 2000 meters, you reach your weII —deserved day aim at the Adventure
nted Camp, which lies atop the prlstme hill of Pokhari Thumko.

The rustic Country Kitchen of the Adventure Camp built on the edge of the hill facmgeme valley
and the mountain range will serve you with an excellent lunch and at the Lakhuri Bhanjyang
Bar you can try the local wines, cocktails and the in — house bonhomie.

After refreshing \{our power, you can explore the area around the Adventure Camp. The

location makesit to an ideal place to discover the local fauna and flora. Many different exotic
specles of plants are at home at this exceptional hilltop such as wild orchids and medicinal

You also can just relax and meditate and soak in the tranquility under the canopy of the
Qoat‘hem Himalayas where the air is fresh and you are far away from the hustle bustle of
a

After a very exciting day, the kitchen of the Adventure Camp will spoil you with excellent
We WI|| say goodbye to this wonderful day with a glass of Sangria and a last look on the top of
the snow peaks of the Himalayan Range.

The members of es and
very pleased to see you on this exceptlonal tour

Tented Camp would be

12* October 2001

What to bring Tour Co

- Cycling clothes US$ 35 per person.
Price includes:

- Binoculars & Cameras - Mountain Bike

- Insect repellent, sun hat and sun — glass. - Lunch/ one soft drink

- Sweaters & wind jacket - Vehicle support

-2

Kantipath, adj. Standard Chartered Bank
: 105, Kathmnadu / Nepal

Fax: (977-1) 22 88 90
@HimexNepal.com
www.HimexNepal.com

Tridevimarg, Thamel
PO Box: 3022, Kathmandu / Nepal
Tel: 418 922 Fax: (9 411 878
dvcamp@wlink.com.np
: www.advcamp.com

Tel: 22 66 22
E-m
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But Mustang is still further away from the world than most places in the world.

The cliffs of Chosang
beat blue drums blow on trump

The red cliffs of Dakmar.

while monks in red hats

Jomsom to the north, every vllage
alongthe way that has lost out to the
trade wantsto build a road north along
the Kali Gandaki. Some,like the
vllage of Charang, have started digging
their section, At this rate, Jomsom will
havea road to Tibet beforeithasa
road to Baglung, Tractorsand jecps
havealreadyartived in Jomsom,
broughtoverinthe belly of Rusian
helicoptersand used for horel
wransportand for construction.
‘Theroadisobviously goingto
follow the old tradingroute, trans-
formingthe landscapeand the way of
life of this ancient tail. Luckl, there
arealrernative roures upand down

from Jomsom to Lo Manthang
cansillbeused for trekking when the
highway s finished. The side roadsare

1 forgorten than

ircuitwit smaller
valleysthatare worth exploing. An

idealitineraryafer flinginto Jomsom
bl :

this remoreand forgotten parcof

epal—places with names which
would be great names for male
deodorants, ke Dakmaronaside-
valley near Charang,

Jomsomis now a much-cleaner
version of Thamel, even Mukeinath
hasbecome cosmopolitan, boasting
aBob Marley Café Shopand
Restaurant which has Buffilo
Soldierblaring out on to the strects
where Indian holy babas straggle
along towards the temple with the
cternal flame.

Fornow, before the road s
completed, the Mustangtrail follows a

from Pokhara
thebox (right).

North of Kagbeni, tourists
(except Indians) need a special
permit that can be obrained from
the Home Ministry by payinga fec
0of $700 for 7 days, and $170 for
every extra day. A bit steep, but
believe me, fora trip ofalifetime,
worth every cent. Most of this can
bearranged by some of the more
reputable trekking agencies in
Kathmandu. Indiansand Nepalis do
not need any special permit, but it
is better to carry a citizenship
certificate ora passport justin case:
you getstopped.

To Lo Manthang and back

Day 1: Jomsom-Kagbeni
At Kagbeni you leave the other trekkers who are not
allowed beyond unless they have special permits for
Upper Mustang.
Day 2: Kagbeni-Chele
Watch the Kali Gandaki fan out into its wide plain and
cross the oscillating bridge.
Day 3: Chele-Geling
This is definitely the beginning of The Other World.
Day 4: Geling- Charang
Excellent unspoilt ambience.
Day5: Charang-Lo Manthang
A side trip is the narrow red canyons of Drakmar. The
soft conglomerate walls of the narrow valley are
riddled with caves, some of them still inhabited.
Day 6: Lo Manthang-Chinese border
Explore the grand Chosar Valley with its intriguing
caves on the valley walls.
Day 7: Lo Manthang-Dhi
Dhi is an idyllic village by a stream along the high
road back to Muktinath.
Day 8: Dhi-Luri
Nice walk, that also includes a hair-raising traverse
of a swollen river strewn with slippery boulders.
Day 9: Luri-Tange
Since you are not on the main trail, there is not much
traffic. just the occasional yak and goat herders.
Day10: Tange-Chuksang
A long hard climb up to 4,100 m to an area that looks
like something that got left behind from the Tibetan
Plateau. Someone definitely needs to build a rest
house up here for those who can’t make this in
one day.
Dayl1: Chuksang-Jomsom
Whew. Finally made it back.
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roundupin the Wall Srect Journal: coee
“Some Muslims Fear Waron CANBERRA- The govern-
“Terrorism Is Really a War on Them; ment of Australian Prime
West Undercuts Islam, They Say, by Minister John Howard is
MICHAEL MASSING . e N likely to win the national
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” elections next month, largely
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‘The mostimportant step is o avoid war. Despite the understandabl

suplsonpiing OPECgvemmens amon s m]nerabletodns

heightened thetoric, America was hit by amassive terorist attack, not the

Military

firstwar of the 21" century. The biggest mistake would be to unch a war &“.”“"“’“ldb““e“’d’ fyof

in response toa terrorist attack—the kind of response that sent the world ipments.

into World War I following the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand in 5. Leadi 1l bank le liquidi they have been doil
Saror.In 1914, ks oy, bl eemedncviable Yee W Wi pan ey s hould takeeven more

that war was
fDlluwsd bytwo damdm of cconomic disruption and World War IL Let's
not gamble with peace and the world economy.

Welive inaglobally networked economy. Major disruptions to global
trade, finance, travel, and production have dire effects on the world
cconomy. This elity was proved even before 11 September, when the

h yen to preventany furtherappreciation of the

currency. (The yen should be weaker than 120 yen per dollar).
6. Anawtadeoundshovidbelaunchod the WTO Miiserl Moctingin

November, si

the pathof
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success by making it work for all nations, including the poorest. Without
thar, business investmentand consumerspending will plummet, and the
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world economy will fall precipitously. The following steps are most needed:

countries (n becauseof the

1. America should look for diplomaticsolutions o appl‘eh:ndtcrml‘lsts. If

ancellngunp th
financial costs, which

codnonbercpaidanpuay, b
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the Taliban offrs o surtendererrorsson cvidence, it should e provided. gy ot o e e o oo s e than TTALY Hre—-—
Rendines otllcan beclfecive. Findingand desroying croriss apaciy o) oo R s
1o committhscinuman outrges s csntil, il milary acions— Aol ek prducion, s s e s

especially those bringing death and destruction to innocent ivilians—must
remain  last, not first resor.

2. Thee needs o be confidence inthebasici ——
tradeand ityatnodesof duavelshould
enhanced. Butsecurity, even ifinvolving tough counter-terrorism actions, s
different from warfare.

tvhas b Ealli

Jobalisation. A broad and

urel takes of all in th

violentwarin response o 11 Septernber would notprotect US o global

interests. 0 (Project Syndicare)

Jeffrey D Sachs is Professor of Economics, and Director of the Center
for International Development, Harvard University.
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Chma and the new world

role of amajor global pl

expemmy(hlnadna:l\r\vm\(msae

ph&km(ha]anbc numberof roopsin

The day after

wnddd:ﬁ.wdbyuspmdfm arcplay of Kosovo when it was East Asia?” asks Yan Xuetong, MUSHAHID HUSSAIN mﬂuxmroPaklsmn,nndcamrthahbmslrc,Kha(could
George W Bush's maxim—“cicher  isolated initssupporcofSlobodan  directorof the Intemational Affirs | ISLAMABAD- At the core ofapossibl b Pakistan, given the Afhan regime’s
youstewih us, oryouarcwiththe  Mioseic Abo,intheory, Chinaand - Research Insituear Qinghua Islamabad and Washington i the “the day afier,” the post- ith seminariesand politically-active relgi p
errorists™—it had becomet the US shar Universiy. Yanalsospectlatesthat | b Laden phase. The ey arcasof divrgenceare theoleof in Pkisan.
ingly difficultfor Chinaro b arrorism. Beijingi dabourthe mightbe forced to the Northern Alliancein the coming wecks,and whatsorcof ~ Butothersin the region do not share this perspecive.
intemational conflics. Inmarked  spread of Islamics in divertits artntion from buidinga | poliical dispensation would or could eplacethe Taliban  Turkeyand Rusia haveannounced supporcforthe
contrast s carier oppositi Xinjiang, which borders Afgh defence system, which tounravel Pakisan Foreign Minister Abdul - Northern Allance thatis unlikely o e confined to words.
joiningsuch US-led alliances, Befjing  Both countries want to contain China firmly opposes, o strength- | Sattar voiced Pakistan’s eservations when he warned Iran, saying, “weare neither with the Americans nor with
responded quicklythaticstood “ide  Muslim fund-amentliminCentl —— ening domesicseuriy. recendy:“Wemustnotmkethe bunderof oisinga the errorists,” would not shed any tears for the Taliban.
byside”ith Americ.Ithasbackeda and South AsiaButhumanigh Alongwith Afghanisan. Anysuch d i NorwoudChina whos inclignceandanc o
UN Security Council v hat some countr China'swill icipatei powers o gi theotherin
the “fightagainst errorism” and might use the global coalition’sefforts ~ these effortsisdrivent Afghanistan isa recipe for great disaster for the Afghan Septerberabout Afghanistan th first such inteligence
shared intelligence with the CIA on asacoverfordomestic campaigns concerns. Bejjing’s 15-yearquestto | people.” Earlier, National Security Advisor CondoleezaRice  cooperation since thefirst Afghanistan warin the 1980s.
join the WTO has been finally had told TV networks Afghans would be “beteroff” And Pakistan President Gen Pervez Musharraf in his

Asian-based terrorists. Beijingand
hi kingsoclosel

agsinse ol opponens Bejng
hasalready laid down

togetherfor the firsctimesince Mao
Zedongand President Richard Nixon

mpponofanyus reluion,sying
kChirainit

approved InNoverbe, Chinaisto

withourhe Talban medcmBushpubhclvsougiu ‘the

spech tothenaonon 19 Sptenber,accsed Indinof

bemmedm:uu eroft he trad

forged astrategicalliance o ight the
Soviet Union in the 1970s.

separatism” in Xinjiang, Tibetand
“Taiwan.

tosupportthe USHled miltaryand Waralso cartiesthe dangerof
momentfor China-USrelations,and ~ the prospect of US millcary expansion
for China’s futureasaworldand in Central Asia. With the US milicary
regional power. Stokedbyalifetime  alreadyin Japanand Korea,an
ofmediadepicionsofthe USasthe  Americnarackvonidbring
country'stop manyhere Ameri
believe Washingron'sforemostgoalis  back doors, Veteven thisisseen asa
o contain China’s i bonusin asanalysts
‘TheMay 1999 USbombingofthe  say Washington will be oo preoccu-
Chi bassy in Belgradeand ¢t pied withitsown ity issues to
spyplaneconflictnear Hainanlsland ~ worry about prorecting Taivan,
last Aprlwhich lefeone Chinese piloc  which Chinaconsidersa enegade
dead onlystrengthened those provinc. Ifthe UnitedSats

i t-Cold Wiar threats

ch theMiddle

The eagie, the peacock, the Tdlban

JAS.
After nlury of cool relations, th d States and India are
quietly establishing a strategic partnership. India’s foreign and defence
minister, Jaswant Singh has already offered India as a base for US military
operations against terrorist targets. Three short years ago, few would have
forecast this convergence of interests. India's nuclear tests had put it in
America's diplomatic ‘dog-house.’ Even though with the end of the Cold
War such spats seemed distinctly archaic, until recently, the only real
similarities between the two were that they were the world's largest democra-
cies. Shared stakes were few and an almost endless laundry list of griev-
ances existed on both sides. Suddenly, these irritations have melted away.
During the Cold War, American efforts to contain the Soviet Union ran
head-on into India's aspirations and its leadership of the global non-
aligned movement. India was seen as the Number One friend of America’s
Number One enemy, the Soviet Union, souring US-India relations.
Liberalising India’s economy in 1991 improved India’s image in the US as
it strengthened India’s economy at home. But Pakistan has remained the
complicating factor. From the 1950s, America's ties to Pakistan as a bulwark
against Soviet expansion intruded, as America felt compelled to shade its
policies toward India in the light of its relations with Pakistan. Locked in a

world. Asa netolimporter, China
\ B lesofoll

the Talibanin p]acc > Headdedacaven, (l\ough Were
norinco naion bulldmg.wer:fccuscdon justice”

dofhaving mootin the Tjik capital Dushanbe,
whete plans werc apparently discussed n the presence of
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Pakistan b

and gasare not interrupted by wars or
terrorist acts. 0 (ps)

s,
campaign belimited o nahbmg()samabmladcn andhis
cohorts, not removinga regime perceived as “fendly” to
Pakistan. Second, the Northern Alliance, the Taliban's
principal opponentswho occupy 10 prani ofnorthern

hern Alliance. The T
been further solatedafterche UAEand saud. Arabiabroke
alleswith i.Finally, discrec,intcllgence-cum-poliical

manocuvrscem alady undervay o weske he Talban

downward spiral of instability and economic for over a
decade, Pakistan's standing with America decayed as its role as a Cold War
buffer receded. In recent years, Pakistan's ongoing support for the Taliban
boomeranged against it. The countries misadventures in Kashmir, and the
military coup that removed its elected government alienated American
opinion even more. The other factor impeding closer US-India ties was
nuclear non-proliferation. American policy targeted India with the mantra
of “cap, reduce, and eliminate” nuclear capabilities in South Asia. But with
the issue of Kashmir alive, neither Pakistan nor India was willing to
unilaterally abandon its search for nuclear weapons.

Paradoxically, India’s nuclear tests in May 1998 broke the logjam. A
strategic dialogue was initiated between the US and India to discuss
security interests. Consultation on such matters with a country that was
neither enemy nor ally was unique for America. For India the talks broke
new ground, as security issues on this scale were rarely discussed during the
Cold War. Consultations during the Kargil War in Kashmir in 1999, when
India combined military action with politico-diplomatic moves, inspired
confidence in and between both governments. President Bush's readiness
to consult with India's leadership on missile defence at senior levels, and
India's positive (some say enthusiastic) response, was a sign that the new
relationship was progressing.

But Indo-US relations have more than a strategic/military component.
America is India's largest trading partner. India’s IT industry has ballooned
from $150 million ten years ago to $5.7 billion in 1999-2000. Two of five
US Fortune 500 companies outsource their software requirements to India.
The nearly 1.8 million expatriate Indians in America—mostly highly skilled
professionals—are vital to the US economy, and are gaining a strong voice
in US domestic politics.

Rethinking the sanctions imposed on India in the wake of its nuclear
tests has begun, and the sanctions may be lifted soon. Drug trafficking,
money laundering and economic crimes are areas where the two countries
are already working together. Military co-operation is quietly under way. The
Defense Policy Group established in 1995 will push cooperation forward. 0
(Prrsyicat)

Jasjit Singh, a retired Air Commodore, is director of the India Institute
for Strategic Studies.

When Japan chipped in $13 billion to help the US-led forces in the Gulf
War it was criticised for putting its dollars where it was too afraid to put its
soldiers. It was the biggest financial contributor to the operation, but on the
geo-political front Tokyo wasn't going to get any respect.

In the aftermath of the attacks in the US, Tokyo has been stressing that
it will supply “visible support’—military officials and manned equipment
closer to the action. The problem is Japan's pacifist constitution renounces
war as a means to settle international disputes and successive governments
have interpreted that to mean Japan is banned from going to the aid of
allies when they are attacked. Prime Minister Koizumi has promised swift
enactment of a new law allowing Japan to provide logistical support for US
military action, including the supply and transport of unspecified items and
medical services. Aside from Tokyo's long-standing desire to bring its
diplomatic clout in line with its economic power, the country has been a
target of terrorism—including a chemical gas attack on one of its busiest
railway stations—and is dependent on imported oil

But all that doesn't make Japan's neighbours, particularly China and
the Koreas, easier about moves to unchain Japan's military, which despite
its unthreatening name, Self Defence Force, is one of the largest, most
technically advanced in the world. The plan has also caused unease at
home, where memories of militarism and defeat run deep. Koizumi will
likely soon visit China, the site of some of the Japanese Imperial Army's
worst atrocities in WW . In addition to discussing plans to support the anti-
terror coalition, Koizumi will try to make up for his visit to a controversial
Tokyo war shrine last month.

China, like most of the region, has given its wary assent to Japan's
plans. Beijing and other Asian capitals have reasons for wanting to keep a
lid on extreme challenges to the political status quo. There is also reason
1o believe that Japan, which is much more pro-Arab than America, may be
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What Central Asia wants

STON - Tajikistan, Turkme , and Uzbekistan have ged as
possible frontline US allies against Afghanistan. The Bush administration
has not clarified the kind of presence it intends to establish in the Central
Asian countries, what level of support it expects from their governments,
and what price it is willing to pay in return for their allegiance. Many
details may not come to light until after the initial military campaign, but
observers are still worried. Tajikistan is embroiled in clan disputes with
religious overtones that have persisted even after a peace process

If-described Islamists in the The cash-
strapped government has had to commit resources to containing incursions
by Afghanistan-based rebels fighting Uzbekistan's government. The focus
on security has stalled political reforms and suppressed economic activity.
Some 10,000 Russian troops under Moscow's command are based in
Tajikistan and patrol its Afghan border with the mandate to keep rebels
and refugees out. Tajikistan also borders China.

Moscow and Beijing, themselves fighting Muslim separatists in
Chechnya and Xinjiang respectively, have said they will contribute in some
way to the fight against the Taliban but neither welcomes the prospect of
Washington gaining a foothold in Central Asia. Turkmenistan has offered
vague assurances of support to the US. It commands uninterrupted territory
and air space from the Caspian Sea to the Afghan border. At a minimum,
say analysts, Washington will want overflight rights. If a ground war is
launched, Turkmenistan could be a valuable staging area Soviet forces
entered Afghanistan from there in 1979. Uzbekistan says it is willing to
discuss any form of cooperation with Washington. It has a usable air base
near the Afghan border and could provide a valuable base for ground
infiltration because the territory immediately across its frontier is controlled
by the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance.

Policy, military, and intelligence officials say despite their ties to
Moscow and Beijing, the countries could be won over to Washington's side
with military and intelligence assistance, bilateral and multilateral loans
and aid, and the promise of state visits and other symbolic gestures. But
Human Rights Watch in an open letter to Secretary of State Colin Powell
warns that “some governments may cynically take advantage of this cause
to justify their own internal crackdowns on perceived political opponents,
‘separatists’ or religious activists, in the expectation that the United States
will now be silent.” The risk of such opportunism, the group says, could be
greatest in Uzbekistan, where President Islam Karimov's government has in
recent years imprisoned and tortured thousands of non-violent Muslims for
worshipping outside state controls. Washington has sent military personnel
there to prepare a staging area for operations in Afghanistan. The Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan, accused of exploding car bombs and attacking
civilians, was added to the official US list of terrorist organisations on 15
September. Uzbekistan and Tajikistan repress even apolitical religious
observance and organisation as threats to ruling elites, according to the
International Crisis Group (ICG), a think-tank
for conflict resolution.

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are also in deep economic trouble, and
unrest is being fuelled by the growing gap between elites who benefit from

a moderating influence. Koizumi reportedly hopes to seek
from the Chinese side, and to reiterate that he has no intention of
justifying his nation’s past conduct. Perhaps he should go further and use
his first possible meeting with President Jiang Zemin to make a bigger
gesture to the region of Tokyo's contrition for the deeds of the past and
intention to set things straight. 0

and other market-friendly reforms and
majorities. A recent ICG report says a “breaking point” is near. “If it is
reached, spontaneous uprisings or organised underground political
activity, increasing militancy, and a readiness to seek the overthrow of
current regimes can all be anticipated.” They fear economic aid, condi-
tional or no-strings, could merely stoke the fires of revolt by fuelling
disparity and corruption. I (1PS)
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Government flip-flops

Editorial in Saptahik Bimarsa, 28 September

We agree that the government is barely functioning. Sometimes it makes you wonder whether the problem
isthe or the country. The is oversized and almost incapable of running the
country. If we analyse the following points, we will understand why that happens:

1) Take the issue of land reform. The proposal has passed through four phases since the day the prime
minister made his first announcement and come back to where the process began—square one. As soon
as the prime minister made his announcement (that land reform would be the

Radio Mao
Jana Ausdha 26 Scpumber
e

“The Maoists havel

would be no terroriscactivityin the
Valley Since thearmy wasalready
getting ready to moveinand the
NatioalScuriy Councilvasabo
aci bato

EM radiosstation in Rukum for the
pastycar. The station isin the Mahat
Village Development Committeeand
ibroadcasts for an hour everyday,
from 7am-8am. Accordingto
Comrade Bishal,a memberof the
Moisd Lthis

banned all sale and transfer of ownership, which created confusion. Then a bill was presented in
parliament, but before it was passed, the government began saying all actions would be taken according
toits provisions. Then the Supreme Court ruled against the government decision. The people were
confused once again on whether they should go by what the government said or by what the Supreme
Court ordered. This is one example about how confusing a half-baked government decision can be. And if
this is how things happen, then the largest problem the citizens face is the government. This shows how
ill-conceived the decision was, one which prevented people from using their own property.

2) Another prime example of the functioning of the government can be seen from the way top officials
function. It is difficult to believe how soon they can begin to violate thier own decisions. The secretaries of
government meet every two weeks, led by the Chief Secretary. This is a routine meeting. At almost every
meeting they decide on one thing (including everything else they decide on)—that they will reduce the
misuse of official vehicles. The minutes of the meeting are there for all to see at the cabinet secretariat.
Upon stepping out of the meeting the secretaries, including the chief secretary, begin going against their
decision by misusing official vehicles. The secretaries who imported duty-free vehicles are not supposed
to use office transport. But the secretaries and the chief secretary keep their duty-free vehicles at home
and use official cars to come to the meeting and decide on reducing their misuse. This is one misuse of
official previlage which the prime minister can see for himself if he looks out of his chamber windows...

3) Itis nota very easy job to create, close and divide ministries. But in the last five years the government
has done this twice. There used to be 21 ministries. In 1995, six more were added, including the ministry of
Population and Environment, Women and Social Welfare, and Youth, Sports and Culture, among others. In
2000, the government decided to bring the number of ministries back to 21 by merging them. Some
ministries were split and then merged with different ministries. Take the Ministry of Works and
Transport. This ministry was divided in two—the infrastructure section was attached to the Ministry
of Planning and the transport part went to the labour ministry. Naturally, The taxpayers paid for all of
this shuffling.

The Special Police Department is another
example. During Girjia Prasad Koirala's
third stint as prime minister, a decision
was made to keep the department directly
under the cabinet. The process was
completed, and the force started
A functioning under direct orders of the
cabinet. But the arrangement did not last
and the cabinet decided to put the
department under the Home Ministry
again. Koiralawas prime minister
F when this was done. Then Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai became prime
. Minister. Under him the special police
department was made to function under
orders of the prime minister's office. After
a few months the department was again
transferred to the home ministry. Within a span
of two years, the special police department was required to function under separate bosses four times.
Don't ask what this does for the morale of the department.

5) In1997, a cabinet meeting held under the chairmanship of the prime minister decided to form an
investment promotion council. It was to function under the prime minister's office. It had its members and
member secretary named, but the council got lost in Singha Darbar within five months. The council has not
been formally shut down, nor has it ever met. If an entire council can vanish like this, what can be said of
other decisions taken by the government?

6) In 1998, the prime minister gave birth to a new institution: it was called the commerce advisory group.
The prime minister was the head of this group and it was supposed to be situated within the National
Planning Commission premises. Its members and member-secretary were also appointed. It worked for
about two months, but did not meet thereafter—it was perhaps not thought necessary. The prime minister
remained in office for nine months after the formation of the group but no one cared about it. It soon got
lostin the maze that is Singha Darbar.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The palace massacre, the height in murder, terror, aberration and contradiction,
marks the end of an age of feudal nationalism.

—CPN (Maoist) Chairman Prachanda in Jandisha National Daily.
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possibleforall people toattendall the:
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allspecches, directives and orders
passed by the Maoists. Nowadays
most mectingsorganised by the
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discussed the possibilty ofcheir
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wasapossbily tha Kishna Prasd

what
was happeningand scck cheir opinions
t00. Deubawas ot prepared tolisten
0 Khadka, butinstead accused the
home minister of wantingto disrupt
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Maoists leaders ly quite often these *~
days. Since they comeand goall the
time, theamosphercat Tribhuvan
International Airportis very tense. On
the morning of the 25% (September), a
“bomb"—abig, unclimed bag—was
found narasecuriycheckpoincathe

irport. The h the

ministe, ] then met the leaders of
various politcalparties and conveyed
thewishes of the Maoist leaders. All
agreed dialogue should be held and
thisstrengthened my posicion asa
mediator. Around histime Khum
Bahadur Khadkaannounced ina
specchiin Dang thatitwas possible o
holda dialogue with terorists oo,

How and when were you given
the responsibility of an official
mediator?

Although, Iwasin touch with the
Maoists much before the general
dlections, I met the various political
leadersafier the pollsand informed
them about theaspirations of the
Maoistleaders. I even spoke to then
Prime Minister KP Bhatarai and
informed him that [ was in contact
with them. Bhattaai old me thata
conducive environment needed tobe
created for dialogue to be possible. Al

ndencfedbggpgeand heapor

only recurned tonommaly inthe

compleed. | thenasked the
govemment obeofficaly appointeda

ible forits proper
Ghataa RaBicha 26 Sprermber
Deuba wants to present himselt asa

greatleader by resolving the Maoist
insurgency. But his style of function-

evening the
RNAC flight to Delhi was delayed by
o hours. Allircraf were towed to
safety, people were evacuated and the
army’'s bomb-disposal squad was
alledin. Troops surrounded the
airport; they moved inand checked it
thoroughly. The soldiersthen carred
debogouandopeelicactl.
Insideit used

inghas created problems

within the ruling party, its members,
and the government. His detractors
say Deuba blicves the Maoists more
than he believes his own ministers,

andifhy , there will

by Tibetan monks, The l)ag was ater
handed over to the police...

“Misinforming”
Supuahik anadesh, 25 September
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sayingso. | met the Maoistssecrety for
four o five months. Theissucofan
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build trust, the Maoists eleascd
Deputy Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Thule Rais the government n
return released Dev Gurungand
Suresh Ale Magar. Afier this,
Prachandawrotea letterasking thac the
dialogue bestarted. The government
formeda high level committce under
the leadership of Sher Bahadur Deuba
to ke up theissuc. Deubaand the
Maoist representatives meca couple of
times. As soon as this process started,
the Congres pary prsidenc Gira
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paper. The leader further sated that
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the government o et Peopleclose
to Deubasay thatalthough heappears
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polmmlfmoeher:andsaymgrh:vam
inleague with

manded that the Maois
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when the Congress was holdinga
dialogue with the king, they had not
given up theirweapons. The weapons
the Congress collected at that time are:
stlltored in India under the directive

of Koirala himself.

Do you have proof that these
weapons are being held in
India by Koirala’s orders?
Unesh Giri has publily said he was
working under the directorders of
Koirala and that he himselFhid the
weapons. According o theinformation
1t i

orgahsionsis pure isifommation.

1. So much so, thar even
hisown home minister, Khum
Bahadur Khadka, does not have his
il truse. People close to Deubasay
that e does not presentallfacts, or
confidein the home ministerabout
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the Maoists and himself. When he was
homeminister arler, Khadka had
publicly sid that the Maoist problem
could only be resolved througha
dilogueand thathevasagainsthe
useofforce. uch

cipu
Maoistsfor some time now. Itis
functioning the same way s the CIA,
itsintentionsare not clear or good.

Guns and talks

Kantipur, 26 Scptember
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negotiationsare the only way this
problem can be solved. Despite this,
the prime minister does nottrusthim.
“This has created problems within the
ruling party and the governmen.

People have ralised hat the
decison oimposca banon

the three dist

icts of

to bring th

How did you come in contact
with the Maoist leaders?

I'met them when they were in exile.
AfierImoved away from Girija Prasad
Koirala, I strted attending their public
metingsasa s, Besides thie

Kathmandu Valleyvasa mistakeand

thereare somein government, oo,

who felitwas not the correct decison.

Thishascratedalotof problens or
ister. He had asked

KB Mahara: We'll turn Narayanhiti and Singha Darbar into the Pentagon.....

AB Vajpayce (in Hind): Hello Bush. ...
bin Laden?

we've spotted the Pentagon terrorist in Nepal. Could it be

w1 e Deshanar Saptahik, 30 September.

Deuba o negotiarewith the Maoists
before withdrawing the decision. He
had id thattheban should be

ifthe Mao 1d

Nepalipoltcs and
society,weused toagrec onalmost
everything [ came dose o them
becauscof th Thave

Varanasi, Utar Pradesh, and the
person keepingan eycon themis
Narotcham Das Kapoor, alas Bhaiyai
‘Wehave proof that Koirala had
amassed and has stored 351303
guns, 45 SLR rifles, 25 carbines, 36
Stenguns, and many other weapons.

You have said the environment
for di

"The Maoist revolution was justa
scpping-stonc to power for Koirala. He
nevermadean effort osolve the
problem. I do not trust Koirala's style
of working, Padma Ratna (Tuladhar)
wasthe mediator then... Today the op
Maoistleaders and the prime minister
arcin direct contactagain. Lam stilla

‘mediator.

You could have been made the
facilitator, then?
Peol. ineth d

gained their trustand itis very casy for
meto contactthem by any means
when necessary. Itwas during the
second halfof 1999 that Prachanda
and Babuam wroeto me sying hey

assure the that there

me. Wemetand

governmentsides have become
facilators. A mediatorisa person who
has the trustof both sides. Onceyou
becomeafciltator,there could be
problemswith trus. Lam happy to
remaina mediator.
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ari Rokaya, marathon runner,
H cats nothing other than plain
old daal-bhat-tarkari. His
training s similarly low tech, but
youwouldn't know that from this
39-year-olds impressive record of
first places. There is more to the
story than a starchy Nepali dict.
Rokaya'sis a ale of hard work,
determination, perseverance,
patriotism—and, sadly, corruption
in the sporting authorities.

Hari Bahadur Rokayais from
Jumla. The very name conjures upa
harsh mountainous terrain, with
long, difficule winters and a harvest
of barley and potatoes that is never
enough for the year. Perhaps
Rokaya, who for the last two
decades has displayed the endur-
ance needed to win marathons,
took his cue from his environment.

His life reads like a highland

The ‘Everest Runner’ is going places.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Forrest Gump fiction. Rokaya
modestly describes himselfasa shy
lad at Chandannath Secondary
School in Khalanga, the headquar-
ters of Jumla disrict. But tha
changed after he won his irs race
in the Birendra Running Shield
Inter School Games when in grade
cight. He took offand he'ssill
running, He won the event twice
moreand then decided, he says, to
un for the rest of his life. He was
meticulous in planning his sporting
career—Karnali the remortest part
of the country, was barely on the
national sports adar, so Rokaya
decided that he wanted o first
remedy that. “No one from Karnali
had won a medal uni then, T
vowed to wipe away this shame,”
he says.

In 1981 he finally got his
chanceand madea modest
beginning, coming fourch in the 5
km marathon at the second
National Games in Pokhara. He
sayed in the top five in a number of
middle-and long-distance runs at
different national-level meets, but
his first eal break came at the 267
National Athletics Meetin
Kathmanduin 1985 where he came
infirstin the 5 km race and second
in the 10 km race. Since then Hari
Rokaya has won every other major
national long distance run and
participated in over 28 interna-
tional events. Representing Nepal
atthe third SAF Games in Calcutta
in 1987 he finished in third position
in the 5 km, and at the 25"
Olympic Games in Spain in 1992,
he placed ata respectable 70 out of
the 172 who tan the marathon.

And of late Rokaya s getting
famousas the Everest Runner. The
Everest Marathon s full marathon
held every cightcen monchs and is
widely considered as the world's
highest marathon. This 42.2 km
race that began in 1987 gocs s high
216,500 ft. The breathtaking
routein the shadow of the world's
highest mountain and the challenge
of even just completing the race
draws experienced runners from 15
different countries. Hari has won
the lat three of thesc races. He
won the Eighth Everest Marathon
inJune 1999 in 3 hours S0 minutes
and 23 seconds, beating his own
former record of 3 hours 56
minutesand 10 scconds.

Hari’s practice schedule isas
toughaas his home terrain. Like
mostof his counterpart prefers an
carly morning run. But ulike them
he starts out with asimple cup of
teaand heads for the hlls, He
doesnt plan the runs ncither docs
hetime it but heis known to reach
Rara Lake from Jumla properin
seven hours, more than a days walk
toaverage travellers.

Impressed by Rokaya's
performance, Paul Gut, a Swiss
architectand runner who partici-
pated in the last Everest Marathon,
decided to take him to the famous
Jungfrau Marathon held every year
in Switzerland. Finding sponsors
wasa difficult task, but eventually
Austrian Air sponsored the tickes
for Rokayaand his trainee Laxmi
Upadhyaya. When they gor there
this August, everyone was already
tlkingabout the “Everest Runner”.
Mana Gut KC, a Nepali and the
wife of Paul Gut, remembers how
tearful and overjoyed she was when
Nepal dand hundred:

applauded as Rokayajogged on.
“Everybody was talking about
Nepal, it made us really proud,” she
says. Expectations were high and for
amanwholiveson dal-bhaat, Rokaya
did pretty well, comingin cighth
among3,700 runnerswhilc his
partner Laxmi came 23+, “Tlama
highland runner—so [ gained
momentumuphillbutmy peform-
anceslowed downin the flat
grounds,” explains Rokayawitha gin.

Forall those whoare sceptical
about Nepaliathleces,their
dedication and their staying power,
this is the man to lookat. Rokaya
says he has had numerous chances
1o stay abroad when away for
tournaments and thateven the
authoritie in Nepal say they are
baffled at why he keeps coming
back. “They ask mevhy I don't
take the chance and stay away for
good,” hesays. With authorities
like thescitis nowonderour
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Rokaya saysthat from the starc
of his national sporcing carcr he
has had so much trouble with the
authorities and secn so much
politicking, that he has now
decided to stay out of the regional
and national level meets sce. “There
issimply too much policicsand
nepotism thete. They (Nepal Sports
Council) are not concerned about
promoring Nepaliathletes, they are
onlyin for the moncy,” he says.
Rokaya has been given the post
of Junior Assistant Coach i the
Jumla District Sports Committee
and getsa monthly salary of Rs
7,000 but now his only source of
incomeis in danger. “They are
Iking about coaches with degrecs.

Rokaya. Ifhe were o receive proper
wining thercisno eling whac

astheir

Nepalsvery own marathon man
maybedown, buche’sfarfrom
hisds Blish

Rolayamightdo. Sy 3

“For us Nepal

ha as
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thewhole day—think what we could

mounin runningschool in hs
district. But first he needs to have a
steady job. [

If's never been easier to subscribe to
Nepali Times.
Justdicl this number and leave your address.

943337

ﬂ?":!.':' dissan

Cellulite and Spot Reduction

Celluie s the name given to the pimpled looking skin most often but not uniquely found around the inner and
outer thigh area. Cellulie i the result of fat deposts caught under the skin in connectiv tissue, Men tend to store

fataround their d in th fatin the thigh, hip, and

for fertlty

jogging, swimmingand cycling

eat, great results can be achieved.

protection, Fat cell in women store estrogen and so once they have been stored they are harder to lose

There are many creams, pills and gacigets on the market which dlaim to aid i the removal or reduction of cellulte
and many women have spent hundreds of dollars in an attempt to rd themselves of these fat deposits.

There are two popular methods of fat reduction active and passive neither work. In fact, there is no known
technique shortof surgery for removing fa from any particular part of the body,

Some passive fat reduction techniques include pulley bels, rolers, sweat suits wraps and the use of saunas and
steam baths. Most of these simply increase water los, (not fat loss) which is replaced in half an hour and done in
excess can lead fo heat exhaustion.

In general acive fat reduction involves super-exercising the muscle that s directly under te fat depost for example
sit-ups forthe stomach and leg rises for the thighs. Doing hundreds ofsit-ups without reducing your over all body
fat percentage will result in you having a strong set of abdominal muscles, that you worit be able o see because
of the layer of fat deposit lying on top.
So the question is how does one reduce body fat. The answer is simple. Cardiovascular exercise combined with
strength and a low fat diet. The only way fat in the body is used up s fthe caloric demand placed on the body is
so great that the fat is needed for fuel. This usually occurs after 25 to 30 minutes of cardiovascular exercise e

No amount of urigging, rubbing, pounding, push-up or sit-ups will emove fatfrom a specifc area, Hard work s
the key cycling, jogging or even brisk walking willreduce the fat ot aster. People who get involved in aerobic type
exercise coupled with a strength-conditioning program will im down all over: f you do this and watch what you

£

v S Soreng

Manager, Clark Mateh Fltgess Centre
Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu
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SA\/\NG FAITH

by DESMOND DOIG

Valley villages

Valley villages have a hundred
legends of kings and gods, histories
of trade routes and invaders.

he countryside is still a few
T minutes outside Kathmandu

butimperilled as the city
races to expand. The Ring Road,
only a few years old, has encour-
aged a rash of new buildings so
that what is now a roller coaster
drive through fields and hamlets
about the city shows signs of
becominga highway through busy
suburbs.

Adrivealong the Chinese
road past Bhaktapur to
Dhaulaghat on the river Sunkosi,
orto the Chinese frontier beyond,
carries one through some of the
most enchanting scenery [ have
ever seen. Before it leaves the
Valley, it climbs and dips and
snakes through fields so lumi-
nously emerald in summer, so
vividly mustard yellow in spring
that the colours almost hurt.
Willows weep beside meandering,
streams across which old bridges
arch, and bottle-brush bleed.

Hutsand hamlets glow white
and ochre and terracotta red,
draped in scason with scarlet
chillies and green garlands of
drying vegetables. Golden corn-
cobs are piled against trees or
sprout like fungus below over-
hanging caves. There are gerani-
ums and marigolds n tinson
window ledges. In the hedgerows
are pink and white roses, bou-
quets of Lantana and wild flowers
I'cannot name. Above this
profusion of loveliness the
mountains rise ridge upon ridge
to meet the snows and there are
no two hours of the day when
they look the same. Often they
wear blossoms of clouds or are
truncated by brewing storms. And
though onc may have scen them a
thousand times, the great snow

peaks when bright with day or
flushed with dawn or sunset are
breathtaking, humbling, unforget-
table.

Hardly a village in the Valley
is without a history of a hundred
legends. They sat across trade
routes, faced invaders, were
commissioned by kings or
inspired by gods. So Sangma owes
its legendary origins to the God
Bhim Sen, who, when the Valley
was a lake, used to moor his boat
where the village is now. Bhim
Sen i the patron saint of traders
and so Sangma, straddling the
trade route to Tiber, built him a
shrine, A Malla king of
Bhakeapur, whilc out hunting,
metand loved a girl of Pyangaon
who bore him several children.
To them in time he gave exclusive
rights to manufacture the bamboo
measuring pots called ha pa. To
this day Pyangaon goes on making
‘hapawhich are used throughout
the Valley.

For centuries Thankot has
guarded the trade route to India
where it enters the Valley. Its
ancient name is Shonitapur which
commemorates a battle fought
between the son of Krishna and
the demon brother of a
legendarily beautiful woman who
lived here. Much was the blood
spilled and Shonitapur means the
place of blood. The Gurkha King
Prichvi Narayan Shah realising the
strategic importance of the village
posted a military garrison there
and changed its name to Thankot
— aplace of garrison. The quiet
beauty of Lubha attracted a Malla
queen so powerfully that she
abandoned her palace in Patan
and settled in the village. There
she sold a golden dish to raise the

money necessary to cxpand the
village. Her endowment is
remembered in the name Lubhu
‘which means dish of gold. Royal
passion of another kind gave the
village of Sanagaon its popular
name Thasi. The setlement was
infamous for its destructive
malaria: so much so that political
prisoners of the Malla cra were
sent there to perish. When a king
oncevisited Sanagaon the inmates
of this penal colony begged him
1o settle them elsewhere to which
the king said Sisa chasi which
translates more or less, “T do not
careif you die or not. The word
Thasi stuck but happily, the
‘malaria disappeared.

I remember Sankhu on a rich
northern trade route as a hand-
some village of five houses and
four gates. It is grealy changed
but the story of its origins
remains. Above the village on a
wooded hillside and approached
bya long flight of stone stairs s a
temple to Goddess Bajra Yogini.
She once lived there and legend
has her inspiring the Saint
Manjusri to visit the holy
Kathmandu lake and drain the
water from the Valley. An early
king of the Valley humbly offered
himself to the goddess to satc her
great hunger. She obligingly ate
him and later one of his sons built
Sankhu in her honour which
makes one wonder whether he
particularly liked his forbear
ornot.

Self-sacrifice gave Namo
Buddha, a beautiful spot actually
ousside the Valley, its name; it
scems that in the dawn of time
three princes were out hunting
near the spot when they hap-
pened upon a tigress and her cubs
that were so starved they were
near death. The youngest prince
fed them his own flesh until he
himselfdicd, an act of such grace
that the Buddha himselfrecog-
nised the prince as Bodhisattava,

One of my favourite hamlets,
distinguished bya small Rana
palac, is Nagarkor from wherc one
can see Everest and almost forever.
Apart from being the retreat of an
endearing Rana Prime Minister,
Nagarkot has a connotation of
happy indolence one cannot help
appreciating, Itseems a ruler of
Kathmandu once impored alarge
force of mercenaries from the
Punjab for defence against the
encroaching Gurkhas. Hescrrled
them ac Nagarkot where these:
staunch and valiant fighters soon
succumbed to the local air, local
wineand local beauty. So much so
that when the Gurkhas invaded and
were at the city gates, the imported
stalwarts were merrily uscless. The
years have reduced their shame and
identity. They now passas Nepalis
but o this dav are known as
Nagarkotis In this sory liesthe
‘moral; those who taste of the
delights of the Kathmandu Valley
are forever blissfully enslaved. [

(Excerpted with permission from
My Kinds of Kathmandu,
Harper Collins, 1994.)
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in
Nepal
Over the
Rainbow
Thamel
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UPSTAIRS
JAIT BAZAAR
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jazz ensemble

ROBIN LAL SHRESTHA - Tabla

LIVE

SANTOSH BHAKTA - Ishraj
SURESFFRILIBAJRACHARYA -Sarod

JEEVAN ALE - Flute
RAVINGHETTR - Drifms{Vocals
PRAVIN.CHETIRI - Gilitars/Trumpeg

JIGMEE[SHERPA - Guitars

(CHI THABA - Bass

percussion
ensemble

HOMNATH SPADHYA - Tabla,
Pakh Mridangam

CADENZA & FRIENDS

NavIN CHETTR] - Drums, Udu

PRAVJN CHEFTRI = Congas

‘Gesign-dipesh@advantage.com.np

JIGMEE SHERPA ; Djembe

date: 13th october | time: 6:30 pm | venue: Patan Museum, Patan | tickets:

TICKETS available at

BRITISH COUNCIL | SUMMIT HOTEL/PATAN MUSEUM CAFE |
UPSTAIRS JAZZ CLUB, lazimpat | THE LAST RESORT, thamel

FOR MORE DETAILS : CALL 416983, 427257
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MOVIES

00 Film South Asia Fifty-one documentaries from Nepal, Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh. Back-to-back screenings all day, 4-7
October, Russian Cultural Centre. Tickets Rs 25 per screening,
available at Suwal Music n' Movies, Lazimpat; Mandala Book Point,
Kantipath; Saraswati Book Shop, Pulchowk; Patan Dhoka Kitab
Pasal; Himal Association, Patan Dhoka. Schedule and more info at
Himal 542544, www. org/fsa

EXHIBITION

00 In Search of Shangri La Photos by Nepali and European
photographers. Until 12 October, 10am-6pm, National Art Council,
Babermahal. Organised the Nepal Photographic Society and Eco Himal.

00 Paintings and sculptures by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14 September-
17 October, 11am-6pm. 411122 Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122
00 Women artists Nineteen women artists from the two-day spot-painting event at
Bungamati, Lalitpur display their works. Proceeds go to a training course for women in
craft skill development. 13-14 October, Hotel Yak &Yeti. 248999

EVENTS

00 Classical music Every full moon at the Kirateswor temple, Gaurightat, Pashupati.
Next on 7 October, 4.00pm. Organised by the Shree Kirateshwar Sangeetashram.

00 Fourth Momo Festival Unlimited helpings from 20 kinds of momos with live music.
Momo-making, eating contests, door prizes. Rs 350 over 4'6" includes complementary
beer. Rs 200 under 4'6", with complementary coke or ice cream. 6 October, Bakery Café,
Teku. 434554

00 Bowling for all Strikes for Rs 75. 6-12 October, Hotel Shahenshah International.
Music

00 Live music Tuesday, Friday nights at Rum Doodle Restaurant. 414336

00 Live acoustic music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café.
7.30pm-10pm 262526

00 Cadenza Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200

EATING OUT
00 Barbeque lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children.
Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

00 Le Cafe de trekkers New French restaurant with a selection of fine wines and
cocktails. French and Tibetan cuisine in a pleasant atmosphere. Jyatha, Thamel
225777

00 Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am-2pm. 25
percent off with Summit Card. 526271

00 All-new at Dwarika's! K Nepali lunch, $13, daily.
Three-course course set lunch daily at the Toran Garden Restauram $11. Friday Night
Sekuwa with fusion music by Himalayan Feelings. Special October price: Rs 555 per
person, Rs 1,010 per couple. All prices nett. 479488

00 Dine with the birds and butterfies ~ Chef Sher Singh BBQ, kababs, tandoori, other
traditional cuisine Farm House Café overlooking Shivapuri Reserve. Park Village Resort,
Budanilkantha.

00 Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner has reopened. Fifth Avenue sand-
wiches, full meals at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651
00 Barbeque Dinner with music by Las Sonidos Latinos. Friday nights through October.
Rs 500 per adult, Rs 250 per child, plus tax. Summit Hotel. 521810

00 Two for one International buffet lunch—main courses, on-site cooking, seven kinds
of dessert, eight kinds of salad and dressings. Rs 700 plus tax, this month two lunches
for the price of one. Garden Terrace, Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

00 Splash Bar and Grill - New fifth-floor outlet with panoramic view of city and surround-
ing hills. Starting 28 September at the Radisson. 411818
00 Kolkata to Kathmandu With recipes from the famous
Sonargaon restaurant in Kolkata, taste kalkori kebab, dal
sonal gaon, murg malal kebabs and more. Hotel De
L'Annapurna. 221711

GETAWAYS

00 Dwarika's Breathtaking Escape  Until end-December!
Two nights, afternoon tea, cocktail, dinner, breakfasts,
massage. $155 per couple nett. 479488

00 A day for yourself Swim in heated indoor swimming pool, steam room, sauna,
Jacuzzi, bowling and other sports. 20 percent discount for non-members. Hotel
Shahenshah International.

For inclusion n the lsting send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

This late monsoon surge took us all by surprise and the
low pressure systems from last week seem to have
reinforced each other and brought this vast band of
clouds that stretches from the Arabian Sea right up to
the east coast of mainland China. The good news for
those planning treks is that the band is now being
pushed back by the westerlies and are diffusing
without significant post-monsoon precipitation. But it
has brought the first snows in the high Himalaya down
to about 5,500m. This week, expect dry clouds in the
midhills and tarai and a further drop in temperatures.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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27-16 25-15 2516 27-15 26-16

YAK YETI YAK by MKU

BOOKWORM
Corruption, Gt C Essays and
Nepal and South Asia I]r\'endra Raj l’andey
Tr ional Nepal, Kathmandu, 2001
RsZSO
Pandey suggest tht civilsociry can help ncrase ransparency i Nepalin pariculr. Healso
asks what role devel donorsand lity can play in controlling g

and helping governance eform in Nepal,

Asian Commitment: Travels and Studies in the Indian Sub-Conti-
nent and South-East Asia David Snellgrove

Orchid Press, Bangkok, 2000

Rs 3,560

T

Anautobiogaphical acountof the aelsand s ofa i, Snelgorve
deals with, among others, the

Srivijaya, the Hindu-Buddhist kingdoms of
cast Java, the history and culture of the Khmer civilisation, and the role of
Tslam through the Malay-Indonesian archipelago.

Buddhist Daily Ritual: The Nitya Puja in Kathamndu Valley Shrines Gregory Sharkey
Orchid Press, Bangkok, 2001

Rs1,112

Acomprehensive look at devotional rituals in Newar Buddhise viharas,this study assesses the
influence of Vajrayana ideology and the congruity of Newar dailyricuals with carly Buddhist
and Theravada practice. This volume also provides the most complete scholarly study to date if
Buddhist Sanskrit hymns and isillustrated with drawings by Manju Thapa, one of Nepal's

foremost living painers.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort ~ Canyoning, rafting,

trekking at Tibet borders, Professional Develop-
ment Program, Leadership Courses and more.
425836/425894.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Gourmet weekend for Nepalis and expatriates
Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-course
international gourmet dinner, transport both
ways—Rs 1100. 417386, 680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse
“highest”, “first" or any other supi Just a

relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Bike servicing and repair
by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the HMB ~ ©
Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and parts
available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/ N

. for sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours
and Expeditions. 437437.

Reflexology  Professionally US/Europe-
rained naturopath. Suitable for specific
health problems and as a preventive meas-
ure. Improves blood circulation and energy
flow the body. 413774,
buddhasfeet@about.com.

ts.com.

Best Room in Thamel Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. US$5 per day.
Contact John 548119

not the “longest”,

Stupa View Restaurant and Terrace D\rectly
Stupa. ppointed restau-
rant, terraces with best views to the auspi-
cious stupa, the eternal Himalayas. Interna-
ional vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream delights, soft guitar tunes.
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 5 pm
onwards. Special full moon events. Daily
11am-8.30pm. Reservations ring 480262.

hired. New and reconditioned mountain bikes

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auteft &av
BBC Aureft @&t

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Te

+977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org
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ix AM in Sallghari, Bhakepur
s aftera night of un-scasonal

post-monsoon showers. Asthe
fist rays of the sun break over the

From Octoher to Aprll hot-alr halloons are the way to £0.

cessscsccss
and s gently tugging at dlempes dt
fixitto the ground. The group
hurriesin to fillup six-and-a-halfby
b I

Valley, acrowd of look
gathers towatch the firselight of the
season for Nepal'sonly commercial
hotair balloon flight by Balloon

Sunise Nepal. The flight team takes

notes on the wind direction as th

fectwicker basket that
carressix passengers, an alimeter, 2
barometer, VHF and UHF radios, and
aglobal posidoningsystem (GPS).
After going through abrieflanding

rcise and |

smaller pilot balloon gendly glides
intothe moringair. The arger 90
by 60 ferip-stop nylon hotair

the ground crew freesthe ropes that
anchorthe balloon to the ground. The
balloon season has begun.

balloon sl dy for
take-offas the bumer bencach i
pumps 210,000 cubic feetof Liquid
Petroleum Gasand a pinch of

1l £

Inacountry eneryis
worth payinga king's ansom to se,

thisisa great enterprise. And though
in Nepal every successful business is

jied endlessly, the si 1d

nitiogen intoic./

aits for the capeain,
Suneil N Singh Thapa'sorder to
board thevwicker basket that will ke
them floating to about 6,000 fiabove
the Valley. Theweather s xception-
ally lear this autumn morningand
the flight promiscs  grand bird's cye
view ofthe Himalaya,including,
Evercstinall her morningglory.

The balloon has now been filled

Balloon Sunrise Nepal i theonly
company thatoffrs hotairballoon
lightsover the Valley. The company;
started by Phintso Lama, owns o
balloons, one of which recently
reached its 1,000 Imurﬂlgh[[um[
‘Theotheris goingstrongatjustover
380 hours flying time to s credic.
Ifyou're thinking of gettinginto
theac, bewarned. Iesan expensive

bsines—onelaloonandis
accoutrements costs $100,000. Itis
much cheaper o simply akea trip—
$195 for foreigners, and IRs 4,500
for SAARC citizens for a one-hour
flight. Not cheap cither, but this
gets you transportation to the take-
offsie, breakfast, and a certificate to
show offto friends. Some times, the
winds carry the balloon further than
expected—but no fear, your craft
carries enough fuel to beairborne
for two-and-a-half hours. “This s
the oldest and safest means of air
travel butin case anything should
happen, every fyer has an insurance

coverage of $20,000, like for
commercial domesic flights,”
Caprain Thapa tells his passengers.
Suncil Narayan Singh Thapa
wasa captain in the Royal Nepal
Army until he took a hot-air balloon
flightin 1996. He was hooked. The
next year he quit thearmy and wene
o train for his private pilor license
in Melbourne. Two years down the
line, he was abroad again, to get his

commercl p||0[ lcenein
California. Thisis Captain Thapa
firstseason in full command—after
almost five years and some 300
hours of ballooning—and he

looks thrilled.

Asthe balloon slowly gains
height, floating with the wind, the
Valley below looks likea patchwork
of Legoartinterspersed with lush
green carpets. To the castis the sun
tising over Nagarkot and to the
north, the mountains changing
shades from misty blue to majestic
golden. The Langtang range comes
intoviewand there, juston the
horizon, Exerest hoversinto viewwith
her pre-winter patchesof snowand
rocks. Climbingatan average speed of
600 feper minute, the balloon will
soon teacha height of 6,000 i above
the Valley “Parcof headventureof
snotknowingwhat
yourfinal destination is,” says Captain
Thapa, narratinga trip when theywere
blown outofthe Valley to Dhading,
But chis is not really a problem, asthe
retrieval crewis always n contactby
radioand can be old where o come
for the pickup. The hour passes by so
swifily, one barely noticesthe balloon
beinggently lowered down. I thought
Twasaftaid of heights, butit was so
peaceful” saysone fyeraficr her et
areback on tera firma. The whole
affiris incredibly smooth—from
beingairborne to landing, thereis
nothingjerky about the experience.

“Thuscomes the flight toan end,
witha prayer praising the wind forits
softness,the sun forts lessing,
yourselFfor flying s high and so el
and the powers that e forjoining you
in your laughterand seting you back
gentlyonto Mother Earth. 0

CATALONIA TONEPAL: Josep D Guardia, State Minister of Justice for
the Catalonian Autonomous Region of Spain s welcomed on 28 Septem-
ber by Honorary Consul of Spain, Ambica Shrestha at Dwarika’s ol

DHULIKHEL MEETING: Bel Prasad Shrestha, Mayor of Dhulikhel wich
Gert Meinecke of the Royal Danish Embassy and vice-chancellor of
Kathmandu Universicy, Suresh Raj Sharma ac the Quality Education
Project Evaluation Report Presentation in Dhulikhel on 2 October.

BHUTANESE REFUGEES: Bhutan Peoples’ Party organiscd a press
conference 30 Seprember to address issues surrounding the murder of their

leader RK Budathoki last month.
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by Kunda Dixit

banned sex, and according to a Reuters News
Agency dispatch datelined Sheselwen, those:
violating the edict will be slapped a fine of one cow to
be paid by each of the perpetrators. Now, why didn’t
‘we think of that one before? However, let me quickly
add that we should not despair because
itis never too late to start. Itis true
that under certain circumstances
and the under the right weather
conditions, the early bird has
been known to get the worm,
butitisalso true what they
say:if you are a bird get
up early, if youare
worm, sleep late.

Tn our own case, His Majesty’s
Government needs to get the
Ministry of Copulation and
Livestock to gird s lions like
Swaziland has done, and in one deft stroke
throw two stones at one bird to solve our
country’s population explosion while at the
same time reinvigorating the dairy industry.

Like Nepal, Swaziland isalso a
landlocked kingdom sandwiched likea
stone between two yams. And as with
Nepal, the Swazi human population is racing to keep
up with the kingdom’s livestock numbers. For the
moment, according to Reuters, Swaziland’s sex ban
only applies to interaction programmes between
humans, but we gather it may soon be extended to
cattle and goats.

Thereis of course the slight problem of enforce-
ment, and Swaziland, which we are told is the only
absolute monarchy in Africa, has solved this ingeniously
by (what else?) passing an executive order. That should
do the trick. Butalthough such a decree may work

T e Swazis are on the right track, They have just

among the law-abiding Swazis,icwill be more difficult
toimplementa ban among freedom-loving Nepalis who
cherish and value the basic human right o have not

infrequent interaction in full offi

Considering that our national parliament could not
conductits regular business for two months because
Niki Lauda keptinterrupting, and
MPs against land reform
resorted to gheroing the
podiumand
indulging
inoral
brickbats
while the
prime
minister spoke,
you can imagine
the kind of wild
scenes that will greeta Sex-Ban Billin parlia-
ment.
Wecan only speculate t present which
parties will be against the proposed ban, but
itis my educared guess that it will be the
same people who opposed the draconian
Armed Police Force Ordinanceand
brought the house down in the process.
Butit must be stressed that an anti-sex:
legislation alone is not going to be enough to enforce
celibacy in this country. Not even the deterrence of the
penalty of two cows per couple is going to stop people
from hanky panky, they can just round up the catele
from the herd that s aways sunningitselfon Narayan
Gopal Chowk every weekday at rush hour. Something
more cunning needs to be done. We must outwit the
people ifwe are serious about national abstinence.
What? Can't hear you...you're not setious. Send.
all Nepalinterlocutors to Swaziland and feed them to
thelions?

___ Nepausoce . _ |

ou run into Nepalis pretty

much everywhere these days:

guarding casino ships in the
China Sea, working in restaurants in
Guam or as investment bankers in
New York. But fate brought Ram
Prasad Bashyal to the Great Lakes
region of Central Africa. He didn't

know it when he arrived in Uganda in
1994, but his life would soon be
turned topsy turvy by genocide and
violence.

Bashyal's Pakistani employer
owned mining companies in Rwanda
and Zaire, and hired him as a cook
and general handyman. Ram worked
hard and managed to save some
money, with which he wanted to buy a
house and a farm in his home district
of Syangja.

His employer moved around a
lot and it was during one of these
trips that Rwanda erupted into ethnic
violence between the Hutus and
Tutsis. Ram Prasad and his employer
fled into Zaire in 1996, but the war
followed them there. The rebels
drove off the Zairean Army, but the
violence did not end. One day, some
gunmen came into the house Ram

was in. Almost everything had been
looted already, but they were
guarding the most important
possession: a Landrover, their only
way out. The car had been immobi-
lised by disabling the fuel pump.
The gunmen figured it out, fixed
the car and drove off. Ram decided
to make a run for it and headed
east on foot through the jungles.
He finally reached Uganda, then
Kenya and finally India. Ram lost
all his savings, but is back in
Syangja, working at the Kali
Gandaki hydro project.

“ have seen and lived through
an experience that still gives me
nightmares,” he told us. “I have
seen what such violence does to
people, and | hope | will never
have to witness anything like that
again.” [




