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and pariners a happy and
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DASAIN WISHLIST

For whatever it's worth, here is our Dasain wishlist:

That the government and the Maoists stop twiddling their thumbs and take secret
high-level talks to their logical conclusion. Otherwise we will be tempted to
believe that both are just using the time to prepare for a final showdown.

Do we actually have a government at the moment? Don't see too many signs of
it. But it can't wait for talks to conclude, rural development has to go on a
Marshall Plan-style campaign.

That there is a serious and massive push to create new jobs by spurring
domestic and foreign investment. This is the only way to reduce poverty, and the
frustration that fuels extremism.

Rescue the tourism industry by: a) lifting absurd passport and ID requirement for
Indian tourists, b) launching aggressive promos in India, East Asia and Australia,
c) rescue sabotaged deals like the one with Taiwan's Mandarin Airlines, sign
new charter agreements and allow code-sharing. Look East.

Toimplement point 4, Royal Nepal Airlines needs to be freed from its political
shackles and allowed to function as the efficient, modern airline it can be. Add
aircraft, start ferrying tourists from regional hubs and turn the decline in inter-
continental travel to our advantage.

Launch anti-corruption drives and start with the most blatant example of graft:
the nationwide adulteration of diesel and petrol with subsidised kerosene. This is
not only a health hazard and a drain on the economy—kerosene meant for the
poor is being siphoned off by criminals. Everyone knows who they are. Catch
them.
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Let's keep our eyes on the big prize and pragmatically renegotiate the trade
treaty with India. Why should our bilateral trade be held hostage by a bunch of
smugglers? The sooner we legitimise trade, the better prepared we will be to
play by WTO rules.

The garment, carpet and pashmina industries are reeling. Half a million jobs are at
stake. (Read “Labour pain”, #64). Act now.

Restore business confidence by maintaining the truce with the Maoists. Even if
the talks are unsuccessful, regressing to the killings fields of pre-July should be
prevented at all cost.

10. Implement the above nine points as if our nation's existence depended on it. It
does.
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TRUTH IS THE FIRST CASUALTY

None of us should have any illusions about it. The US-led bombing of Afghanistan is
to assuage domestic public opinion in the wake of the devastating 11 September
attacks in New York and Washington. The air raids are not supposed to achieve
military success—after all, there isn't much left to bomb in the rubble that is Afghani-
stan. More than 90 percent of Americans until last week favoured military retaliation.
What George W Bush has to decide is when the anti-US backlash in soft Islamic
states like Pakistan, Uzbekistan or Indonesia gets to be a liability to his country's own
geo-strategic interests. Now that the Taliban has made the 'smart move of allowing in

larmed and disappointed by th

media to film the cruise I pinion will start to turn.

But what is it about superpnwers like Amenca or regional powers like India
that when the nation goes to war, its supposedly free and independent media
suddenly goes ballistic with patriotic jingoism? Combined with global satellite and
cable, this has the effect of turning wars into programme highlights. Leaming the
lesson from the Vietnam debacle, Washington is playing the propaganda war
through a pliant media, which has made pacifism a dirty word and any talk of finding
the root causes of terrorism heresy. As Michael Massing of Columbia Journalism
School argued in this paper two weeks ago (“One voice”, #63), the US media’s one-
source treatment of this war is reminiscent of the Soviet Union.

The western media has always reflected the interests and concerns of the
western world. That is to be expected. But the trouble is that the western media is.
the source of news for not just the west, but also the rest of the world. When
defeating the Soviets in Afghanistan was in the western interest, the war was
interesting for the western media. The Islamic jihad was glorified as a war against
the Evil Empire. When the Red Army retreated beyond the Oxus in 1989, the west
and western media lost interest in Afghanistan. When the mujahideen started killing
each other and destroying Kabul in vicious a fratricidal war, not many foreign
journalists were interested even though the carnage was much worse than during
the Soviet occupation.
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of TU and its role in nation building? After
all, who produced the like of Suresh Raj
Chalise?

Aruna Kandel
Kathmandu

TIKAPUR
Whydocs CK Lal keep slanderinggreat
Nepalis? After great Gandhian Dr Dilli
Raman Regmi, this time he has insulted the

poundsasfood vouchers” n ey, memory of Khadga Bahadur Sngh,agreat
leader and a visi Heestablished Tikapur
isnotenough foradignified existenceand | campusesas TU does. 50 that there can bea modern planned town in
the voucher system is intensely humiliating. “Shreeram” | farwestNepal,and the town isnowan
Entering the UK in container trucks salso Thailand | cducational centre. Why does CK Lalhavea

made out o be casy but surely the fte carlier
this yearof the Chinese people whodied
whiletheywere hiding ina efrgerator
container, isenough waningabout the

Jitendra Raut's “Asylum”and Alok
Tumbshangphey s“Collegecomes o
Dhulikhel” (both #64) have forced me not

dangers ofllegal entry. Only despy
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Fyous paperbutalo

problem with that? Itis very easy to citicise:
doers. I know you will not publish thisltter,
butlam writing tanyway.
Rajyalaxmi Hamal
Birgunj

The west's neglect of Afghanistan in the 1990s meant that the country hod: B fl < ona dseckasylum if Nepali Times CKLalis rightabout most of the things about
remained in the lbra of global media. As dugits roots and the '°’"_‘ ! ’I( ften f blish I afew Tikapur (#64). But heis wrong in saying that
Taliban shook its iron fist, the interests of those who fought proxy wars in Afghani- : 5 The l rule or blatandy on thewane. Tikapuris the
stan became limited to seeing it as a transit for Central Asian natural gas. Now that nota holiday. dveri ductoran institution in the Rolpa-Rukum of the tarai. The terror of
we have concluded Afghanistan is the hotbed of global terrorism, the country is Clare Woodall | guiscofanarticle oraeport, noother paper | Maoist i sell very much there, and thatis
back in the news. The moral double standards of Cold War media coverage contin- Lazimpat | currendy published from Kathmanduislikely | why farmers have not been able to harvest the
ues: just replace Communism with Al Qaida. And the battlefield is still Afghanistan. todoany better. Both reports lack the basic: ‘paddy even though itis ripe. Lal's views about

Itseems ing 0 butterthe i icationina well: d Tikapue'sisolation iswrong, Fifteen ks ot
governments of developed countries, ke yours. Tunbil riteuponKU | along di {Tikapurcinesiybe
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soldour property broad fewforth I he eribl disblacktopped. Consecion

weretoo honest o getjobs. Wemay ot

of Nepalieducation roday Raucsisalibel

havefesrof perccurionin Neal burwe | aginstall Nepaland he ks afow sl
pporcourparentsand | casesof N

children. toNepal, b only conde-

butweneed forcewith
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with Indiais bad but that s not important
because there s no major Indian town nearby.
Naresh Singh Thakuri
Nepalgunj
Prakash A Raj (Letters, #62) misses Samuel
“Mad Dog” Hundington'shate forallraces
other than his own in Clash of Civilisations.
Enhcx Mr Rz] has not read the book or hes

Nepal. Wsareammgwm:poundsand iy, ichas held
sendingit to home. Media s thatwould go
dold

here never writcsagainst the national interest,

o forcign institutions. And.

ed. Inany casc aslongas
Cclm Powellcallsthe shotsin Wiashington

hod -

Buestill it doesn’t

survival?

Sudhir Sharma

TU with more than 190,000 studentsall over
the countryand KU with lessthan 2,500
students. Thearticle overlooks the qualifications

CK Lal need not: ll-outwar in his
neckof thewoods. Good paper, keep up the
spirit.
Satyendra
Berkshire, England
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AMAZING NEPAL...
BINLADEN venom he has spewed and the
John Pl Lederbachin“Letsdothe | manipuioninth name of s,

unexpected”
i o
UniedStaesn the Arab-lstac

more pooryoung people o willngly
give up their lives for the cause.

conflct. Whil doubrthar | What it appears
this conflict has called to arms some. that Secretary Colin Powell was
disaffected Arabs to Bin Laden’s about to announce supporc for the
cause, it has not been their revered nation-state of Palestine. This isa
leader’s cause until this week. His ‘man who has gone over to the dark
cause was first o free Afghanistan sideand is tragically taking
from Soviet domination. When that thousands of otherwise decent
goal had been reached thankslargely | people with him.
toaid from the United States, he Suzanne Silvers
‘needed another one. The next Houston, Texas
purpose-for-iving was o rid Saudi
Arabia of invited American troops. 'SUBLIMINAL

Uhilethe Soviet-Afghaniisuewas | Tam an carly supporter of che
blatandly imperialist, thearrival of Nepali Times, and appreciate your

i in Saudi Arabi d reporting

oprotect Mr Bin Laden's country
from Iraqiimperialsm. It has been
quite clearthatneither the Saudis nor

However, after many wecks now, I
am compelled to write you about
theadvertisement for a wrist watch.
You know, the one with the
woman’s legand the armature
going up her ass. I find it distaste-
ful and repugnant. Thank you for
payingattention and being more
careful about the subliminal
messages you are presenting to the
Nepali audience, as well as the
global audience. Please show more
taste and responsibility in the ads
you accept.

Wendy King

Kathmandu

; CORRECTION
the Americansare going o change The email address in Action
their mutalinceress 0suitMrBin | s vacancy announcement
Lacden, Novy that the Unied Saes) (#64) should read:

org.uk
cooperating to ferret out this The photograph of the weaver

megalomaniacand the epressive
regime he supports,he has desper-
arclysoundedanewclarion: the
Arablseaclconflict. Ofallthe

in “Labour Pain" (#64) should
have been credited to CK.
Bhusal,
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“Cynicism 1s the obstacle to Nepal's

have programs of vitamin A

Kul Chandra Gautam, a soft-spoken and modest 53-year-old from Gulmi, coxinwrofoudhrsin

is a self-made man. He rose up the ranks with hard work and integrity to i :
become a deputy executive director at UNICEF. Gautam spoke to Nepali

Times about his career, Nepali children and global challenges.

How did you end up at
UNICEF?

Tn the early 1970s I wasa student in
the US. Ttwas the height of the
Viemam War, and the anti-war
movement. University campuses
were bubbling with protests against
thewar. 1 had been quite involved. I
was fascinated by howa small
country like Vietnam could take on
thewords superpovirand bog it
down. Idi

Long way from Gulmi to New
York...

Tcome from a smallvllage called
Amarpur, abouta half-day walk
west from Tamghas. In the old days
wehad to walk four days from
“Tansen. Now with a four-wheel
drive you can go up to the disrict
headquarters. When L grew up there
was o school, obviously no roads.
wenttohigh school in Tansen and

onlndo-China, its history ad
politics, particularly the life of Ho
ChiMinh Istudied Frenchand
Asian politcs. I wasa studentat
Princeton when the Paris Agree-
mentwas signed and U Thantwas
the UN Secretary General.
UNICEF aunched a major
operation for post-war relicfand
reconstruction. | contacte

shed school from JP High
School in Kathmandu. Iapplied to
some US colleges,
andwas offered

fullscholarship

andadmission at Dartmouth. Ie
took me one-and-a-halfyears to get
apispora thattime the p:ople

What is your job at UNICEF?
My principal responsibilitiesare
mobilsing esourcesfor UNICEF,

Theysaidwho'schs boywho
comes from Gulmi, is not related to
anybody important, how did heget
ascholarship? The fact that one got
iton the basis of merit was notan
issue. My fucher i tillin Amarpur,
and I makeita point o go o
Gulmi every time [ come. Ijust
enjoy being home, with my people
and unwinding from the restof
theworld. Being outof touch,
notelephone, no electicity,
10TV, no Internet, no
email no cars. Itis just
wonde

fund raising,

advocacy,external elations,aur
relations with the rest of the UN
systemand civilsociety groups. But
because Laman old timer with
UNICEF—I'vebeen withitfor 28
years, and have worked at different
levels— takealotof nterestin
programand planing, also advise
Carol Bellamy, ourexccutive
director, on other mateers beyond
my main areas ofresponsibilices

Has the destruction of the
UNICEF office in Quetta
affected your holiday?
Iehappened when [ was here. Every
morning New York dme, orcvening
Nepal ime we have a conference

UNICEF, and they called me foran

interview. [was hired on the spot.

HERE AND THERE

Collateral damage

QUETTA: An old man, Najib, stands weeping n the hall of the main
government hospital here. He uses the trailing end of a tightly wound
turban to wipe tears from his cheek. His son sits beside him, one cye
and an arm bandaged tightly. There should be  grandson here as well,
but the five-year-old, also called Najib is dead. He s collateral damage,
acivilian casualty, a victim of an American bomb on Kandahar.

“We don't like Taliban, we don’t like any of them,” the elder and
surviving Najib i saying, his voice rising with emotion. “Why did the
boy have to die? What did he ever do? What did any of us ever do?”
Questions that can’t be answered, not to anyone’s satisfaction. Anyone
who tells me that five-year-old children arc unavoidable casualties of
war, that the deaths of children in the World Trade centre attacks
merit other young lives snuffed out, is beneath contempr. There is no
vayto radonaliscor cplin whathappened o Naji. Dus breaed

increasingly fearful, d tobom
Afghanistan. Ac least as L write this and asecond week of death and
destruction rains from the sky on a land that I once loved.

A Dakistani friend who knew one of the countless victims of the 11
September atrocity telephones to ask some unanswerable questions.
“What the hell are they doing,” he wonders, “Do they think they can
catch terrorists by bombing piles of rubble into smaller bits?” It i not,
of course, that simple, nor s my friend entirely accurate in his assess-
ment of the air strikes. Miliary installations and equipment have
indeed been destroyed with surrounding damage kept more or less o a
minimum in many places. The Taliban infrastructure of war—medieval,
orpshaps pe World War —basbeen ippledssomerhing hat miht
have been hed with far less
thetoric, not to mention the death of lttle Najib and others.

What about the four United Nations mine clearers killed carler in
the campaign? Was L alone in feeling a twinge of nausea when British
ministers on the BBC referred to the UN’s measured announcement of
the deaths as “unconfirmed reports”. The daily claims from the Taliban

clinvolving our executive

director, who was in Russia last

week, myselfin Nepal and our

regionaldirector here Nigel Fisher
o hasalso b

h

and have evacuated ourstafffrom
Quetta. Fortunately, no saff
member wasin the buildingat the
time of the nciden. Itisavery
serious situation.

Weate now tying to bringin
some supplics,certainly from the
borders with Iran, Uzbekstan,
“Tazikistan and Pakistan.

How does the situation of
Nepali children look?
Because weare Nepalis, we tend to
think that Nepalissomchow
exceptional. Thatwe are exception-
ally poor or exceptionally backward
or not much progress i being made.
Butfrom my vantage point n New
York, Nepal isacuall quite typical
of mostof Least Developed
Countries. [fwelookat the
progess for children itis nota great
success sory, butitis nota disaster
cither. Compared to other LDCs,
Nepalisactually doing quite well.
In many countriesin Sub-Saharan
Aftica there s an actual retroges-
sion, mortality rates rc increasing
because of HIV/AIDS, because of
conflct, drought,pestilence.
Somchow Nepal has been spared all
that, alchough withthe Maoist

“There has b
saltiodisation. You no longer sec
goitrein young people, only among
the lderly. Immunisation is going
well. We had only one case of polio
i the country lastyear, and we are
sure weare on the way to eradicat-
ing polio, which would bea
fantasticachievement.

But thereare major challenges.
In this country westill have high
femaleilieracy and HIV/AIDS is
becomingalarming, I think our
leaders are not quiteawake to the
loomingisis. In 10 years ime
HIV/AIDS willbe the major cause:
of death among young peoplein
this country. We have ths horren-
dous practice of child affcking, it
isashame. Nothing ffective s
being done tosstop that, On
balance weare moving two steps
ahead and one step back.

 progress in

In Nepal, different UN
agencies have begun work-
ing mgemer to address issues

“mandate”. Is this a strategic
move, or did it just happen?
Tewasa deliberate plan of col-

leagueshere. Thisis hevway o go

appointed tobe
the overall

sce some of the phenomenon wesee
in partsof Africa. But o the whole
ifyoulookatnfant mortality,
under-five mortalit, there s some
progress.

Take drinking water supply—
almost 80 percent ofthe people
now have access o safe water. Ten
yearsago it was half of char, 20
yearsagoalmost non-existent. The
other success story i Vitamin A,
whichisa major cause of malnutri-
tion, mortalityand blindness.
“Today Nepal is considered one of
the bestin the world—65 disticts

cause of many of teills, Bur
povertyis notjust lack of income,
poverty hasat least three dimen-
sions: income, which is related to
productive employment, second the
Tack of basic social services, then
lack of education and healthare
both consequences of poverty as
wellasthe cause of poverty. We
realized thatifwe worked in some
of the same district,in some of the
villages with an incegrated plan,
with good poverty alleviation
activitesincluding employment,
income gencration, micro-credic

It's time to start waving a white flag. Let’s see

what hits me first.

by DANIEL LAK
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diplomats here of cvilian deaths are dismissed as “unverifiable” by
journalists and others. Pethaps, but does anyone dare to challenge the
grief of Najib and his son? I don’. I believe them.

Reluctantly, near the end of the first week of raids, it was acknowl-
edged that several ordinary folk may have died in Kabul during one late
nigh blitzkrieg, Note please that this was afier US claims of “air
supremacy” were widely made across the international media, but they
kept on bombing at night. The four admitted deaths in Kabul came,
we'e told, asa 2000 pound bomb was being dropped on—wait for it—
ahelicopter! And they missed. Instead a house 500 m away is hit and ac

Horse carts?

Soviet military technolo

least four breadswinners of an already beleaguered Afghan
family are obliterated. That helicopter, already crippled,
collapsing, without spare parts, may still be there. What
willthey target nexe? Taxis?

Don’t get me wrong, [still hold out hope that the
vicious Taliban can be toppled. I thought, I prayed that
perhaps our American friends were going to encourage
evolutionary change in Kabul and Kandahar while
concentrating their understandable anger on finding and
catching Osama Bin Laden. But no.

"They chose the casy way out. They bombed and fired
missiles from high abovea land that can’t really fight
back, and they smashed and blew up and flattened mud
hutsand rutted airstrips and badly maincained, ancient

. thought the aim was to get
Al Quida, but first we're Dlasting away at everything,

around the venomous network, ripping down barely living trees to
getat che spider and his web.

“The momentum of these things is beyond us ordinary folk. We have
nossay, wearecither for America ora potential target ofitswrath, Isn’t
that what George W Bush sid during one of his many halting specches
overthe past weeks? Well, | suppose i’ time to stand on the roof
wavinga flag. A white flag. Then we'llsce what hits me irst, Will it be
the hijacked planes with terroris pilots or American not-so-smart
weapons? Can we takea smallstep back please?

President Bush, lease ake note. Sofr,the teroriss are winning,

development...”

and combine that with health,
nutrition and education, that
would give a multiplier efect,

Have you seen a

major shift in the

status of Nepali women
over the past 20-30
years?

1 think the situation of
women in Nepal continues
to be deplorable. Yes some
progress has been made
bur itis nothing to be
proud of, or brag about.

A country that sill has 65
percent of women llierate,
where we have one of the
highest maternal morcality rates,
where girls e trafficked in huge
numbers. Weare now having this
debate abou property rights for
women, this should have hap-
pened 20 years ago. And the most
progressive legislation being
proposed is not progressive
enough. We still have a long way
to go. The progress is excruciar-
ingly slow.

Afewwomen leaders are
comingout, and girls enrollmentis
increasing quite rapidly. And that
ought to be the highest priority for
UNICEF action in the coming years
in Nepal—girls education. Itis
important not only onits own
right, butgils’ educationis perhaps
the best investment that a nation
can make.

And implementing is going
to be harder because of the
insurgency. Have you
assessed how this could

So we're are just better than
the really bad ones?

Yes. Isee Nepal on the average
and we should not be happy with
being an average. We should be
doing much better than that and
thatis the challenge. Nepal in
many ways is in a fortunate
situation. Here is a country that
everybody likes. If we could
produce results, there is no limit
to donor support. Many other
countries face hostile neighbours,
there is war. Except for the
unfortunate Maoist insurgency—
which s also quite recent—Nepal
has been a peaceful country. We
have good relations with our
neighbours, and have everyone’s
goodwill. We really should be

doing much beter.

Do you sce fatalism as being
one’of the obstacles?

Many of us in Nepal tend to be

-Kul Chandra Gautam

DC there was a big global
health meetingin which the
vitamin A projectin Nepal was
honoured as being the bestin the
world. IFyou read the Nepali

excessively p and
cynical. Sometime ago Dor
Bahadur Bista wrote that fatalism
was one of the obstacles to
developmentin this country. I
would ayftalsm is n old

newspapers you would not know
chat, journalists here should
highlight the posiive and help
fight cynicism. Particularly i this
time we need some encourage-
mentand posiive ecdback.

obstacle to development. A new
obstacle to development in this
countrys the cynicism. We
should look at some of the things
we have achieved despieall odds
andbea litde bit more optimis-
tic. We are not at the bottom of
the heap, we need to redouble our
efforcs. Last year in Washington

! Islike success, we
need to breed success, we need to
create a more optimistic atmos-
phere. Yes,thingsare bad and
difficult but there is hope and lets
focuson the hope. Childrenare
ourhope.

Fake bankers

paces. After looking into (he academic certificates submitted
by its officials, the Rastriya Banijya Bank says nearly 600
employees working in the bank's branches around the
country have fake academic qualifications. But it hasn't taken
action yet: the bank hopes to complete inquiries it has
started with some of the universities concerned, largely in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in India, before Dasain. After that
they will look into the academic certificates of junior staff.
Some 5,800 people work in Rastra Banijya Bank branches
around the country.

-.-also teachers?

About 8,000 puhhc school teachers have submmed meu
resignations after the government began checking the
education certificates of government school teachers nearly
two months ago. Of approximately 150,000 teachers working
in 25,000 public schools around the country, the government
suspects about 45,000 teachers are holding fake certifi-
cates. The Education Ministry is expected to accept the
resignations soon. Despite the lack of official data, the
Nepal National Teachers Association, based on reports
from their district branches, estimate the figure to be around
8,000 and most of them got the jobs after political pressure.
Those who feel they can pass off their certificates as authen-
tic, better watch it: the Education Ministry says it will seek
diplomatic help to verify certificates from foreign education
institutions.

Khadka Down Under

The Maoist problem appears
to be uppermost in the
minds of Nepalis every-
where. Even in Australia
where Nepalis based in
Melbourne expressed their
concerns about dialogue to
visiting Home Minister Khum
Bahadur Khadka. Khadka,
who was down under
attending an international
AIDS conference, was quick
to reassure them at a
reception hosted by the

affect the
children?
Our colleagues here in the UN
are quite aware of the impact on
development of the insurgency.
Certainly i terms of young
people we are aware that children
and women are often used as
human shields, and that is
unaccepable. There i disruption
of schools. This is unacceptable.
Children should be left out of the
conflict. Let the adults do the
quarrelling, fighting and the
negotiating, Leave the children
alone. I suggested to the prime
minister that we hope as part of
the negotiations that are going
on, one point may be to declare
children a “zone of peace”. Don’t
recruit child soldiers, and don’t
disrupt schools or health centres.

For God's sake make children
one of those issues on which both
parties can agree.

of

What is the role of NGOs
and government in deliver-
ing development? NGOs are
new important partners, but in
Nepal many NGOs are urban-
based. There are  very few active
in remote areas, so the govern-
ment is and will continue to be a
principal partner. In terms of
government performance, viewed
from New York, itis average, not
astellar one. Forty years ago
Nepal and South Korea were
exactly at the same development
level: per capita income was
about the same, less than $100.
Compared to some Fast Asian
countries, Thailand, Malaysia, we
are far behind. But compared
with the sub-Saharan countries
weare doing fairly better.
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Nepali of Victo-
ria: “The Maoist problem has
to be and will be solved through dialogue. This is the belief
of the present government,” he told members gathered at
the Gurkhas Brasserie, a Nepali restaurant. However,
Khadka, self-assured and confident, added on a sterner
note: “If the problem isn't solved through dialogue the
government will have to adopt harsh measures.” Nepalis in
Australia also sponsored Dasain programmes in Sydney,
Melbourne and Canberra with Nepali performers, Santosh
Pant, Nabin Bhattarai, Kunti Moktan and Kumar Basnet.

Bad blood

Just when Dalits had thought their days of social exclusion
were over, the “upper” caste have proved that old habits die
hard. “Taka Jatra” a pre-Dasain four day fair in Baitadi
Malladehi in west Nepal has been cancelled for five years
after some Dalits entered the Dilashaini temple complex to
offer puja. The idol was being prepared to be taken to
Haridwar in India for ritual cleansing. VDC chairman Dipak
Bahadur Bam confirmed that the traditional healer Jaya
Singh Bohora had ordered the cancellation of the fair for five
years. In a related incident, a “Ramleela” programme was
cancelled for this year after a dispute between Dalits and
non-Dalits. Member of Dalit Mukti Samaj Puran Singh Dayal
was beaten up by upper caste people three weeks after he
unsuccessfully tried to enter the Jagannath temple. The
police reportedly just looked on as non-Dalits organised a
rally protesting the entry.

Food for school programme

On the eve of World Food Day 2001 on 15" October, WFP
Executive Director Catherine Bertini said research and
decades of experience show that school feeding can

i alleviate hunger, i increase attend-
ance, improve performance and ultimately help educate
many more girls and boys. The World Food Program pro-
vides meals to more than 12 million school children in 54
countries, including Nepal. The largest provider of school
meals in the developing world, the WFP has been feeding
250,000 children in public primary schools in 16 food deficit
districts in Nepal. Recently, it extended the program to five
more districts making a total of 21 districts. School children
receive a midday hot meal made of fortified blended food
(maize, wheat and soya), vegetable ghee, and sugar.
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Bahuns and the Nepali State

KANAK MANI DIXIT

otlongago, TashiJangbu
N Sherpaand [ were discussing
some matter ina courtyard
near Patan Dhoka. A Marutijeep
bearing governmentlicense plates
came o a haltabout 50 fectaway.
Anofficious-looking burcaucrat—
hecould not have been anything
else—stuck his head outof the
windowand waved towards Tashi,
gesturing him to walk over. Tashi,

A course correction is needed when so much of the people’s
present and future is in the hands of one community.

bank counters,at the airport
departurefarrival points,or even
while waiting i line to pay the
clectricty bill. Across clas lines,
people with sharp features are put
o the test lessthan others.

proportion of Bahun that has grown
in the civil service.

Statisticsfrom the Public
Service Commission (picked up by
chis witer ata fecent seminar
organised by thefanajr

ha) indicate thatin the

E £ 's
upsucha divisive ssue when the

psedecade her hasbeena

extenuating circumstances which
could help us digestthis data,
some would say. For example, the
capable individualsfrom non-
Bahun communities are ar less
interested in the civil service, or
other fields have opened upin
recentyearsare more atractive

For

Nepaliifever | country s und growthin the numberin | and lucrative than acivilservice
therewas one,sarted moving crsisaficeanother, "Whatviththe | the “Babun/Chect”crcgorywho | posiion canc hope o be
towards thejecp. I held him by the | maobaadiandall...” Butthe get passtl forthe

handand stopped him short. Again | discrimination againstone or civilservie. Simultancously,hee

the offcial waved ac him, this ime
irttably. T held on to Tashi and
called out, “Whatis it that you
wang”
“T'mlookingfor the doctor's
dinic”
“I¢sjustchere, you may

another kind of Nepali—whether

madhesi, women, Dalicorin ths

instance hill echnic—isa matter of

aitcal importance. Ifwegnore the
isth

hasbeen adrastic, even heart-
stopping, dropin the number of

Newar, janajati(echnic), Dalitand
peopleof Tari orgin who makeit

undercurrent ofoursociety, then
more problemsare bound to surface

ice.
“Thisinformation should sct
alarm bellsringing, but so busy are

proceed.” infurure. wein charting the coursc of the
Now this may be considered Thereare of Maoist ‘revolution’,the inter-party
ordinary, everyday incident. But o | where the people of cth Jingsand hatching of one

meitwas rich in meaning, about
understandings and expectations n
asociety that is modernising but
remains feudally insular. The
parbatiya (Bahun or Chetui) official
did not knoweither of us, and yet
he chose to call Tashi wich his lac
‘Mongoloid' features racher than
mewithmyaquiline ‘Caucasian’
ones. When the aphisar-saab had to
decidewho to trouble to ake those
50 steps and answer his query, he
choseto callthe one with the flac
features.

Tasked Tashi, whois President
of the Nepal Mountaineering
Association, awell-travelled
businessman who knows the ways of
theworld, “Why did youmake to
walkover when hesummoned you
so.crudely?”

“Thisis just the way things re,
aren't they?” was his eply,

“Thisone itle cpisode speaks
for the numerous indigitics people
of ‘ethnic’ fatures (and, to be sure,
others who do notlook decidedly
powerful and/or parbatiya) have to
endure daily in government offices,

mlmdofmhmmmumues,
but by and large it the parb

mote conspiracy theory on this or
chat, that this rel

and Newar who have tadicionally
partaken of the national spoilsin
thearena of economy, academia,
administration, policcs—and now
NGOdom. And the twoareas
whete the injustice of under- or
iccofunder.

over the years has gone practically
unremarked. Itissaid that e
officialsofthe Public Service
Commision themsclvesare
cognisant ofthis negative trend and
are properly concerned, butone
does not find fthe

on
agrand scaleare those of politics
andadministration. Ifwe believe
Nepalisa true mosaic of different
communitiesand castes, then of
courseall groups must be properly
and proportionally represented.
More than anythingcsc, he
destiny ofthe nation liesin the
hands of the political parties and
the government machinery. There
canbe no doubt in the minds of
Nepalisthat Chettrs, Newars and

educated classesfurrowing their
brows and—where necessary—
railing against what the satistics
point to.

‘And his is what they shows
among those who passed their civil
service examinations and were
assigned to ministrics, 69 percent
were Bahun/Chetuiin 19831985,
chis was up o 81 percentin 1992-
1993, and now the number has
peaked o 98 percent. The propor-

especially Bahuns have gota bigger

tion of Newars who made it into
the civil service during the same

dliccof the I pcin
these spheres. In the last decade of
democracy, the peoples representa-
tion was supposed to grow increas-
ingly o reflec the given propor-
tionsin the population. This has
not happened, and itis only the

period is down from 19 percent o
11 percent, and rested ac 1 percent
in 2000. The figure for the janajaci
category has dipped from 3 percent
2.5 percent to nil aswe speak
Thercarc of course some
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who makessuch ynical usc o the
cthnic card i their rush to build a
people’s republic? Halfthe leaders

democracy for many reasons,
including the factthat our politi-
cally powerful classes and bureauc-

NGOdom hasb

in the business world has

mencofall kinds nowavailable, | of the Maoist (those | racyare not ive ofthe
magnet hos known) are Bahun | population—and n factare
forthe capable,and opporaunites | includingthe supremoDahaland | becominglessso s farasthe civil
ideologue Bhattarai serviceis concened. To bring
In every sector of sciety, about the change that i required,

obviously ateracted away Newars
who carlier would have joined
government. Itis mostly the
Bahun from the hill that have
the required education and
orientation for bureaucracy, and
this explains their preponderance
among the inductees into the
civil service. (It should also be
noted that even though the
Chettritend to be clubbed
together with the Bahun as
“parbaciya’, itis in fact the
Bahun who are mostly repre-
sented in the civil service
statistics being cited.)

Turning from the civil
service to the political parties,
which play the overwhelming
role today in giving
(mis)direction to the state, here
again we find an over-representa-
tion of Bahuns in comparison to
their proportion in the popula-
tion as a whole, The top
leadership of the major political
parties are almost exclusively
Bahun, with a few Chertris
included and nothing buta
sprinkling ofthe hll cehnics and

whether n the political arena, the
education sector, the mediaasa
wholeand especiall the press, or
the bureaucracy, it s obvious that
the Bahun are predominant. It
would be fi o say, thetefore, that
Bahuns have essentilly been
running the country for the last
decade. Ifwe were to agree that the
country and system have filed to
live up to their promisc, a least for

youdo not need a benevolent
dicttorship/monarchy, nor do you
need Comtade Prachanda’s path or
the hivingoffof independent
*homelands for the indegenous’.
“The change i representation can
bebrought about from within the
existing constitutional dispensation.
“This will begin to happen the
moment those who have the
wesponsibiltyofforming pblic

the d since 1990, then it
would also be fair to say that the
Bahunsarc overwhelmingly
responsible for this sorry state.
“The response to such an
indictment should ideally be an
introspection rather than outright
rejection, or finding reasonings
and excuses s to why things arc
the way they are. Sure, the Bahun
tend to “make it” better because
of their radition of learning and
its derivative, menal discipline.
Sure, the othersare findin,
greener pastures clsewhere. Even
acceping these arguments, one
should ask whether it correct
1o maintin thestatus quo whete

asss,
including foremostthe Bahuns
among them-—decide that thereis
an unfaimmess about which needs
redressal. This isasetious, even
volatile ssue that must not be
pushed aside on any pretext.
Whatever the reason or causes for
this phenomenon of under-or non-
representation, a cortection is
necessary which will show up n the
statisics of the political party
leadership and in the data putout
by the Public Service Commission
in the years to come.

Writer’s note: When a version of

dhisasicle s appeedinche -

other “Thisis rue for
allthe large parties—from the
extreme e to the far ight. The
Nepali Congress hasa 31-member
Central Committee. Wichin i, 18
are Bahun, five are Chettri, four
are from the tarai, and there s one
Nevar, Kirat, Gurungand Giri
cach. The Standing Committee of
the UML has 11 members and
thereis only one Chertrithere.
“The rest—all en of them—are
Bahun. And what of the Maoists,

that makes up
less than 15 percent of the
population should have such
clout over the direction of the
entire country and its people. And
itisalso necessary to ask whether
a corrective mechanism must not
be sought so that both Nepal’s
political terrain and bureaucratic
cchelons ate more representative
of the communities that inhabit
thi differentiated land.

We remain an incomplete

issue of Himal
Khalmrpaml(a, the lewersin
supportall came from the janajati
foldand he brickbarsallfrom che
bahun side, indicatinga divide that
inamore progressed society would
have been less obvious. The writer
would suggest that readersalso refer
toan carlier picce, “Need to know
your Nepali® (#45), to geta fuller
‘picture of his understanding of
ethnicity, hinguageand the
modernising Nepalistate.
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Ithough it didn’t look so
ominousat the time, Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur

PR

govemmentonasthrce pronged

SOMEWHERE IN NEPAI

Deuba’s flock is already itching for a break and government ministries
are in dire need of reorganisation.

Y
i the pramier' pand hi Deuba's fosely licy with the fabenign phascof
proficencyin craiing flaved rivalsin the party have indemnificd | party. The Nepali Congresscenral | Nepalipolicics.

compromiss. hemscl hould work outacl Iesim Ibosscs o

(Few rated his

last orenight, which served to
underscorehedepthof Deubi's

his il ! Javith thelcader he rescof the
; yhighonthe | ofitsparl ary. Every bloc mumrylmIungr(.diw.landbugn
dayhewaseleced, anyway) Leders | and paron nthe rlingparymust | cicting el
- el b

woes, Tl health minister I positions and for
flew separately to Melbourne to 1Imdv1m’nmwdL the govern- inaway tharwould hinthe | how long. Ministerial appoi

n AID! maa.u ment’s take i fthe donorcommunity | could then be worked outin
conference. That telsyou two thing men’ yrig and meet brium test. dancevith balanceof
Deuba’sﬂock;saj.eadymmgro.a arehumilited by thebelted Within monthsafterassuming power | powerin the party and pordfo
b Deuba’s in1990, k dispelled the myth | distributed accordingly. That way, the

in dite need of reorganisation. Deuba
can handle is health minister
difficulone s tha the charac
allyassertive home minister controls
achunkof 20-plus MPs moscof

proposalvasn’
grounded in their Badal Commis-
sion report. It must have been
painful forthe UML tovoteaginse
somethingithad taken outa

thacch
workingfora common objectiv,
barring, of course,the preservation of
politcal power. Interms oforganisa-
tional behaviour, they are more ke the
Talibs ionof di

peopl the House of
Representatives o laseis ful fve-year
termand live underagovernment
chatis notin perpetual isk of
implsin. You donhavetoamend

oworkouta

I waiting o getinto the p
Cabme[. Thet who t lliances held togecher by adasirc o
hastt for hangon to posidons of privilcgeand
dumninmg thefte of al recent too much on the judic pelfaslongas they can.

leftamemo hich sees him as indi Ever bl

|NlngrheMI’\ hevanted aboard
juscin case Deuba planned to expand
the cabinetin hisabsence,

The asicstvay out for the prime:

phase i

nocactually acquiescingin, he

impending erosion of itsindepend-

encebythe Commission of

Investigation of Abusc of Authori-
d

the Nepali Congress has produced

partcipatory processthat democracies
like Italy,Japan and sracl have lved
with, The practcal bencficofsuch an
armangementisthar Deubacould one
dayseveasChakra Pras Bstol's
orRam Chandra

term of this parliament. This makes
the five premiers of the highly
unwildy hung parliamenc ook like

Poudclshome ministerwithout
Kangresshaving o cany nflared or
punctured cgos.

splicin dscttingup The Maoists trusted Deuba
Deuba' deven beorche | and paciy , peaccrallowith | newoncs—isnot Rasble fora enough oorderatmuceevenbefore
tooktheoath,For thre days, the the Maoiss, anda “revoluonary” ry balfofis | hehad gyt i
planctay poston wasn't propitous | land-reform agenda. anmalbudgeton regolarexpendi- | minise, They, oo, have ey

for the swearing:in ceremony. For
another two days, Deuba ried hard
ther h ad

Ina highly deceptive sign of the
imes, hecommunissgaea

ture. Moreover, thar course would be
inclearviolation of th

realied thatth ek good exchange

of wop
litle but strengehen the restive

totheprime | othedonorarons agncisand
hiled p his cabinrlist. In | minister heread out his o e ofthep:
between, aides o cight-pointagendaforchangein ofthecabinet, So Deubamayhave | Aslongas the negoriations sall on
cctriedrearaning hefumiureac | parlamen. Nowthat Db has bought time by appoi h able, hard-liners
his Singha Darbar oficealong faltered on all il 1 aysof | b pec o orefy th
directionsthey hoped would prolong | completng 100 days in offce the reorganising buthe | posicionsfor

his tenue. I the end, Deuba decided peopledon’hnowwhethertoblame | cannotavod thechy ofckoning. Oneway Deubacould

tounderpin theend Fhis

political

Bygiving him a frec hand to

probably gctoutof his morass s by
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BIZ INEWS
Kathmandu on NHK . il
Japan's NHK television is setting out lo do somelmng very mce ror (4 '

tourism in Nepal. The capital is to be featured in a six-episode series on

Asia’s “mysterious cities” alongside Beijing, Banaras, Jogjakarta, Isfahan | £
and Kyoto. The crew is in town shooting footage on High Definition Digital o Ir
Television (HD-TV)—the latest technology—and will show the growth of
the city and its culture from the Kirati era up to the present, using computer & -i“' l,".
generated graphics to showcase what it is not possible to film. -

The House of Rajkarnicar, the pioneer in business expos in Nepal, is back to help you lighten
your wallet. They're here with the Dashain Mahostav 2001 from 12-20 October. The Dasain
show will have over 150 companies selling their wares in Bhrikuti Mandap exhibition halls. The
exhibitors include some of Nepal's largest business houses that sell evevylhmg from instant
noodles to state of the art electronics—the Khetan Gruup‘ the Golchha O the

IATH CHALISE

by BHO

What does India want? ':}’

Indla and Nepal should renew the treaty and get on W|th |t

Oursecremrv for Indu:m Oomm:mc

luum e reng .sl

‘f‘

ut

dditional changes. It s said

New Delhi thisweck to discussvays
togetthe NepalIndia trade treaty

he

public
The besh

happen for

ourambassadorin New Delhi had
dtod :

Nepalisautomatc reneval. fthatis

jresonS
Decermber, Given theexperienceofhe
past two rounds, thercsa possibility

pr .
Butthis is casier said than done

not possibl e expect
Mx Acharw o come backwithisa

that the talks may be deadlocked
again and Acharya may return with an

vhat India

s Indican help by elingus

agreement to meetagain. Back home

bevonldbe drgedvithnohaving

h homework, or not! hemv

Chaudhary Group—and well known foreign companies such as Emami, Revlon, Shahnaz
Hussain, Personi, and Phillips. The expo also has things to do for those not interested in
shopping—cultural programs, and a food festival with offerings from popular eating and water-
ing holes in Kathmandu.

New motorbikes

The motorcycle market in Nepal is growing fast, with more companies joining the race and
promising to outdo each other in product and after-sales service. Loncin is the latest Chinese
company to join the race with its Terminator (Rs 137,700), Custo (Rs 105,000) and Slimmer
(Rs 93,700) models. Pioneer Marketing, an undertaking of the Sharda Group, is the sole dealer
for the bikes in Nepal, which come with a two-year warranty and the assurance of easily avail-
able and cheap spares.

NTC discounts

Nepal Telecommumcauons Corporauon (NTC) \s m a festwe mood—n |s oﬁenng 50 percent oﬁ
on domestic calls and 25 percent off on international calls made during Dasain and Tihar. The
Dasain cuts will apply from 23-29 October and the Tihar discounts from 14-16 November. NTC
says its mobile users will get a 33 percent discount on the bill covering the same period

otherwise staid or plain bad programming. The half-hour NTV Unplugged entertainment
programme—modelled after MTV's feature by the same name, premiered last week. It features
well-known Nepalis and also promising young singers, musicians and local bands. The
company plans to sell good entertainment and also CDs with their recordings. The program is
on air every Friday at 9.45PM.

able o understand India’s“concerns.”
“Thereisastrongposibiliy thc the

could mean:
i Th |

the Most Favoured Nation regimeor

y oupu.
added valuein hydrogenated vegerable
il—Nepal's main export o India—
would bearound 14 percent. Butthe

wlkswon't
justdon’tknow what India wants

FNCCl says Nepali vegetable ol

would sill be ligible for duty-frec

incorporated in
Offcalsfrom the Federaton of

Nepalese Chambersof Commerceand
Industry (FNCCI), which had
lobbied o get the 1996 trary signed
by India, has been rying to el
Nepaliswhat Indiawans. They tellus
privatcly hat f Nepalagreed to
India's changes in rulesoforigin and

P
tions. That leads o th

granted by thetreaty to Nepali xporss.
Nepalioffcalswhoscethe reaty
workingywell o boost cxports cannot
goaboutguessing what India wans.
they havesimply neverbeen told.
Could ndi gin by fomng

Howis theadded value Indiais
alkingaboutcalculated? The FNC
ismum on i hough s officls

pertcnr\*llueaddmon’There isa
posibiliy: e would be diffcule for
Tndia o ncgoriatcfor concessons with

chim the 30 percent
they had proposed.
Nepalioffcialsare said to have

ftslarger afcr
imposing restrctions on a paor,small
neghbourvens dn ]\ovcmbcr WTO

the treaty for

renewed. But they aren’tsure ifthat
alonewilldo the rick.
Ths ENCCl handed ina report

discussion when the wosides metin
Kathmanduin August. Nepal vas
asured hiswouldbeubled vhenthe

Avinewin scenario fm Nepaland
Indiais toagree on rencwingthe ety
asitis, automatically, befor i cxpires.
Nepalvouldabonced o do’stake

-aboutamonth

d meetin New

ago,and only a month lrer did it
become public. Commerce Ministry
offcialshad not even seen it before
har. Officials therearesaid to have

Delhi—that mectingsover, and there

sensitve issucsof “surge” and
“dumping” of cerain Nepaliand

assure Ind h ill not be

wasno draft.
Iis not fir pal for

fulingtoreach sty

allowed to h: in, because we

tried o getacopyand

k»carc one at the Prime Minis
carir.

ndicis sid o wantNepal o

This week ourambassador in New
Delhi said the reason behind the
stalemate was our mabduw todoour

ddi percentvalue as
thebasis or oigin cetification—
against freerade, withoutany

homeworkin India’s
“concerns”. I wouldlike to ask the
ambassadorifhe had communicared
n h and

mustacceptch
things justnot right wich howweare
trading, 0

(Dr Chalise is the former
Secretary of Industry)

IWeekl InemetPol #5

Not only other communist parties, but also the Maosts should unite by
changing their policies. Then, maybe our country can have a stable
government. But Nepali communists will never unite because all they are
interested in is power for themselves, not in the welfare of the country.
Babu Ram Panthi, Wuhan, PRC

join together and start now.
Ajun Gurung

Itwould be better. It would help pacify the Maoists and convince them to
have a vision that represents communism rather than the cannibalism.

build our country into a beaiful place for us and our future then let us

It would be really good to have a united communist party only if they are
thoughtful about the upliftment of the underprivileged and downtrodden
Nepalis. It better if the Left fragmented and perished if the present
communist leaders are what we get, If there is a common goal and

“Birina" objective then unification is a must. So why exclude the Maoists?

Answering "yes” or “no” on any national matter is not enough. If we wantto  DrKrishna Kaphle

RS L

Wi nepaneis.com

“The reunion of non-Maoist communist partes is absolutely necessary. The
wishes of the people after the restoration of democracy in Nepal have been
ruined, and the only way is to have a party that fulfils their needs.

Shravan Pokhrel

Communist ideology is outdated in this age. Their utopian theory is

unattainable. Their goal is a mirage.

Shova Limbu

The majority of Nepalis know that communist parties are just another name
for destruction and obstruction to the country, Maoist or non-Maoist. So the:
more urgent question is: “Wouldn't it better for Nepal to have no commu-

nist party at all?”
Leon Pun, Hong Kong

No. It is immaterial and of no value to Nepal whether the communists unite
or not. We need massive changes in our value systems to preserve honesty,
creativity, and hard work by making a fundamental change in Nepal's

education
Rajeeb L Satyal

The communists in Nepal are like amoeba which split by binary-fission.
They have only their own interests in mind, not that of the nation.

Kosh Prasad Neupane, Korea

They are not radicals, they can't bring change in society, they are al just

power hungry.
Robin Sitaula

It would have been better if we did not have any communist parties. They
do not have any relevance in the present day. However, they have
somehow managed to becomw the second largest political force in the
country. Credit for their strength goes to the anti-people policies adopted
by the Congress government, In any case, it would better if they were a

united front.
Bigyan Sijapati

Even though the communist “thing” is passe in most developed nations, |
believe in Nepal's context, a united communist front (in the absence of an
alternative), sans the Maoists, would provide a much-needed, formidable
opposition to the ruling Nepali Congress. A good and strong opposition is
amust for maintaining the checks and balances within the system.

Manish Pandey

Though the Nepali Congress is ruling the nation, the majority of votes in
the latest election were communist. Actually the Nepali Congress would
have been a minority if all the communists were united. In order to give a
challenge to the ruling party, they must unite.

Tilak Lamsal

Yes, i all the communist party of Nepal reunited, they can come with a

better solution for Nepal
Buddhi Pant, Coventry, UK
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Acthe “Article IV” consulations
held in August,the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) gave Nepala
not-too-bad because of

cistie
shares. Thisused to be unheard
of —sharesofeven suspect ventuers
have always been oversubscribed.
Thewriting on the wallis
clear: the cconomy is goinginto
decp frecze and may already be in
recession.

ourmacrocconomic health overthe
last fewyears. Butas long as there s
uncertainty in the peace processand
lack of confidence i the govern-
ment, fiscal discipline will lmost
certainly begin to creep in. That
happens when weak governmentsare

slowdown in exports, he shumpin
ouistarivalsand lower gover-
mentrevenues reflecting aling
veceiptsfom the sles ofberand
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“The marketlooks upbeat now
but this may not last past Dasain,”
says Rajendra Khetan ofthe
Federaton of Nepalee Chammbers of
Commerceand Industry. “Itisa
problem oflack of confidence and
wejust don't know whatis ahead.”

“The IME Staff Report foresees
v medium-term scenarios: high
growthand low growth trajectorics
Political and economic sability are
crucial for Nepal to take the high
growth road. Ifthe Maoist insur-
gencyand political instabilicy
persists, then the IMF foresces alow

alreadyapparentin this year's
Dasiin bazaars. “The crowdsare
there,butthey arc buying very
lide,” says Rajesh Kaji Shrestha, of

1 Nepal wanes to aim for high-
growthit needs to fully implement
reforms to achieve 6-7 percent GDP
growth, This would entail keeping

the Nepal Chamber of Commerce. ion under five percent,
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“The Himalayan Distilery

publicissuc could have donc better
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happen with political and cconomic
stability, which could then lead to

increase in agricultural production,
as more rrigation systems get builr,

e innewhydro
and road construction project.
GDPin thelow-growth mode
would hoverataround three
percent—adirect fallout ofpolitcal
uncertainty and aslowdown in the
pace of reforms, Continued political
unrest would trigger downslides in
private investment and tourism
receipts. A slowdown in agriculture
growth would lead to lower demand
for non-agricultural goods. Slow
reforms would mean a net decrease

indonor becauseie
won't beable tospend it. All of
which would havea domino cffect
onfiscaldiscipline and inflation.

“The political stabilty business
needs now s notonly restricted to
resolving the Maoist problem, Itis
cqually important to havea strong,
government that can focus on public
policy. Whether and when this will
happen is hard to tcl, given the
ruling party's well-known propen-
sity for infighting, A best-case

policical scenarioisa united Left
forming.a government, e
possibilty of which has been
pushed furcher away aficr the
Marxist-Leninists have decided
thaticwill hold no more talks with
the main opposition UML. A Lefc
government would bring stabilty
in governmentand isolate the
Maoists, but it willdisrupt much-
necded cconomic reforms with
which the comrades have ideologi-
cl problems.
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Soba restaurant, Hotel Sunset View
Tucked away on two acres of
wooded greeneryin New Baneswor,
Horel Sunset View, offeringa
delightful blend of Nepaliand
Japanese food, overlooks Patan and
Kathmandu and serves some of most
authentic Japanese cuisine in
Kathmandu—soba (Japanese
buckwheat noodles) made from
scratch. The buckwheat, especially
flown in from Tukuche n Mustang
is ground in  jato (stone grinder) to
afine flour, kneaded and then cut
into noodle strips by hand. The soba
piece de resistance involves lightly
boiling the noodlesand serving the
dish cold (in summer) with soba
thuyu (asoup from soy sauce,
seaweed, sake and fish ) and lightly
fried tempura. Sweet tasting soba
dango, (buckwheat ballsin soya
sauce) and buckwheat tea are served
alongside. And of course sobayu
(the water in which the soba is
boiled). The mealis rounded up
‘with Japanese sweets.
“The flouris the key. 80 percent
buckwheatand two percent maida,”
says Hiroko Tulachan, who runs Sunset View with her husband Arjun.
Since the couple sarted the soba restaurant four years ago, there’s been a
steady stream of clients, Japanese tourists, American and European ex pats
and a few Nepalis. And unlike most of our favourite foods, sobais the
ultimate health food—it s said to be good for hypertension and the
digestion, and is nacurally fa-free. Ifthe food weren’t reason enough to go
here, diners can also watch soba chef Shankhalal Thakali, who was trained
in Japan, workingin the kitchen, making the noodle that millions of
Japanese cannot live without. Of course, you don’t have to eat soba—the
restaurant also serves udon, refined wheat flour noodles. (482172)

Of the many splendid restaurants in Kathmandu Valley there
are some that stand out for their ambience and aroma.

The Summit Hotel Garden & Patan Museum Café

“These two restaurants, both run by the Summit Hotel, are among the

nicestalfresco dining options in the city. The Patan Museum Café

only does lunch and high tea, which is a shame. The ambience is

unbeatable, hypnotic, almost. The courtyard and the garden with its

trellises and little nooks and crannies is alluring, and the sight of the
museum’s splendidly renovated
fagade is a delight to look atand
blocks out the sound of
chattering tour groups in
Darbar Square. Nosurprise,
then, that even city residents—
not just tourists—go out of
their way to spend an afternoon
or Saturday brunch here.

‘The Summit Hotel Garden,

located in a racher high Sancpa
cul-de-sac, is lush, well-kept

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

The Splash Bar and Grill
The new outlet at the Radisson is the best place in the city to catch the
sunset. On the fifth floor of the hotel overlooking the attractive and very
bluc pool, Lhc restaurant oﬂ"crs views of the ugly, unplannod city, butalso of
from where

ﬂocks of egrets fly south, just past the terrace, in the evenings. On a clear
day, there are views of Gauri Shankar. But the most spectacular feature is
the sun setting behind Swoyambhu.

The Splash has regular tables and chairs, but more fun is the bar-style
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and welcoming, In th

itis cleverly lic with warm lights
inlitee niches in the wall near
floor level In the day, the
garden feels secluded and away
from the din of the city and it is
sheer luxury to spend an

afternoon in the still itha

and the beanstekich perpei il vggie andthchoncy rmustard
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who haslived in Nepal for cl decade, and Dolly,

fried g scasoned withaspecal hot sauce and srved n  hot stone
bowl. With Kimchi and miso soup, cis
autumn evening meal. (412715)

(China Garden

Finally, a Chinese/ Oriental restaurant without a single red lacquer
item in sight, and no trumpery fans and wind chimes. The ‘new Orient
has arrived at the Soaltee’s new outlet a branch of the legendary China
Garden in Mumbai), possibly the best designed restaurant in town.
“The warm-toned, lightly veined marble floor,the two slim waterfalls
contained between glass that isli to appear russet, the shattered-glass
and wrought iron screen that sections offa large table, and the carcfully

N
model and nowalso runsa school, La'soon isa happy rcfuge forhordesof
lunch devotees who find few other options in the area that probably has the
most NGO-workers per square inch i thekcity. La’soon serves upa
litan mix of Iralian-and American-influenced food. The pastasare

filling and flavourful, ranging from spagheti with fea, olives, capersand
chillto the simple delights of noodles with pesto. The garlicky mixed bean
stew and the chicken in wine sauceare a delightful meal fo the starving,
while the Africa peanutsoup (hentis on the specils board)the qiche
or perfect foralighter meal. Other
winnersinclude the sandwiches, the Nepaliset meal and the jacketfish
with emon and pepper.

Thetempation ositback with  beer o indeed,  glas ofvinefom
the Jection s st
ressted fone s goingback toalong workday.In thiscse haveagoatthe

d coffees, which

selection of wisscoffes brewed n La'soon'sbrand-new Krups Nespresso
machine. The excellentfood and drinkand pleasanl

iors with changing artwork on the walls mal fehe most
congenial places on the quicter sde of the Bagmat. La'soon runs the same
menufor dinner, and on weekends,chereisoften live acoustic music by
members of 1974 AD and frends. (535290)

The Rox Bar
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take on the
is called Pasrurc and Pond. You get the tenderloin, but with claborately
d of | lobstcr

beer or cup of strong filrer
coffec, looking at the views over
the ity and even the mountains
onaclear day.
“The menu in both places issimilar: sandwiches on French bread,

dka drink hing to rejoice abour: The

Ifyouarea 5

sp1ashorrmmng=ofmckmlsmm:
with flavoured vodkas (think herbs,
clove,fuit flavours)and liqueurs ke

the popular Museum burger, pure comfort food like the liver and
onions platter, the tempring—and calorific—bread basket, a filling
Nepali thali, excellent fish and chips with a lavish helping of chips,
excellent poratoes, and a crunchy chef's salad. The Summit Garden
also does a barbecue with live music on Friday nights. Desserts area
strong point in both cafes—the orange bomb, the lemon soufle, the
chocolate mousseand the apple picare always delicious and well-
presented. (521810)

an P!
aniseed iquor. Nowifonly there were
seatingat the atractive beaten-copper

sided bar. (411818)

La’soon Restaurant and Vinotheque
Thearchly-named La’soon isina
surprisingly light basementin
Pulchowk. Run by Maria,a Ghanian

“There's nothingquite ike The Roxin the city for over-the-top stylishness.
Analmost overwhelming concoction of granite, marble,slateand blonde
wood, this s the place to go fora Very Posh Night Out. The Rox ison
(hree levels, the main dmmg floor with its show kitchen and un-stuffy
seating, th which
servesas a pre- o post-dinner lounge for the cigar set, and the trendy Rox
Bar on the lowest level, which hasa number of seating options and opens
on toa terraceand then the garden.
“The drinks menu is exemplary and includes a huge variety of
cocktails, including The Rox’s delicious signature drink, the
Caprioschka, a drool-worthy selection of single malts, an extensive

wine listand cocktails by the pitcher.
The fonda The Rox keep pace withte éco. Therearesimple, ich
dihsforthemer i) -
like liver terine with daberry
compore, bakee scampi with galcand coriander and stuffd bell peppers
vith pork riceand avenorhing o fear—h
and some dishesare particularly good, such as the quiche
Withlecks, TRt heese

‘with veggies, bell peppersand lavoche. (491234)

Vegetarians h

Jjang
Ifyou like Korean kimchi, go to Jjang. Actually, go even if you have never
catenit before. Mostly patronised by Korean clentele (alwaysa sign the
food is good), this Korean restaurant in the heart of Thamel, serves a
selection of Korean cuisine that tastes great,
is easy on the stomach, and won’t dent your
pocket. Try the set menu or be more
adventurous and go for the Kim Chi Gi Ge,
akimehi stew with tuna, pork or vegetables. Also
excellent are the Je Yuk Bok Gem, pork
seasoned with parch (a paste of Coke, sugar,
ginger andgarlic), and the Dark Do Ri Tang,
chicken seasoned with parch
and served with soup, punch
balls or steamed rice and.
miso soup.
For the carnivore, the
Korean-style sushi is a special reat with ham,
vegetables, kimchi, chccsc, wnaor beef, There’s p cnty

for
DSt T T
side dish of ice.
But the Nepali Times favourite is the traditional Bi Bim Bab—
mixed vegetables (and beef, if you like) cooked Korean-style with rice,

neutral grey-bi ith hunter green upholstery all come
together to make a wonderfully tranquil and cosy space. Thisis a
perfect place for families as well as couples, friends and even to dine
outalone. The row of ables for two (or one) are far enough from each
other for privacy, but close enough to strike up a conversation if you
want—agood
moveinacity
whereicis
difficult to do
things solo.

The food is
equally
pleasing Not
strictly
Chinese, the
extensive nine-page menu features Mongolian, Thai, Vietnamese,
Malaysian, Indonesian and some Japanese food, too. There are evena
couple of specialities from Calcutta’s Chinatown here. The effectis
pan-Asian and utterly delicious. The soya and wine chilli chicken, the
peking ‘duck’ (they use chicken), and the Japanese-style teppanyaki are
perfect—light, yet satisfying, intensely flavourful but never overspiced,
and all fresh- and wholesome-tasting, The vegetarian dishes are
sublime—very unusual fried cream corn, crunchy, garlicky bok choy,
baby corn with juicy oyster mushrooms, and an emperor fried rice that

beats the pants off any fried rice we've ever eaten. Forameal in a bowl,
the soba noodles or the prawn and chicken soup in a thick garlic and
chilli broth are perfect. (273999)

Dechenling Beer Garden

Right behind the Keshar Mahal garden in the lane opposite the Tridevi
temple in Thamel is a quiet little garden restaurant that the manage-
‘ment describes as “a place of joy”. Dechenling Beer Garden Restaurant
and Baris the perfect place to relieve stress—in the heart of the city.
“The garden s extremely pleasant and the dining rooms are tastefully,
but no overwhelmingly done up.

The menu is an interesting mix of Nepali, Tibetan, Indian, and
Bhutanese dishes. There are few better places to go with your family or
alarge group of friends and indulge in the Tibetan hot pot Gyacok with
its mix of seasonal vegetables, mushroom, vermicelli, pork filetand
chicken with side dishes of steamed dumplings, chicken capsicum,
Tibetan bread, or butter rice and fruit dessert. The Bhutanese speciali-
ties, Ama Dharti—chilli, cheese, and mushroom curry served with rice,
or the Pak which s chicken or pork with cabbage and rice are perfect
for the lone luncher, For a quiet beer in the evening, the hot garlic
potatoes are the perfect accompaniment. (416387)

Seep.12 [
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Marpha. And it's a great start toa
night outin Kathmandu, What's
truly unique about Jatra s its
comforc level. As for the food, itis
uniformly excellent, but the sukuti
sandheko (dry meat pickle) and alu
sandheko (potato pickle) deserve
special mention. The musicis geea
and even the dullest cvening i

enlivened at Jatra. (433859)

The Red Onion Bar
Kathmandu’s bars and

An old white house a the end of Saat Ghumei, Thamel with a sign
that looks like it may lead to a lazy blues bar. Jatra, which has a cule
following in the city, is a confusing place. I’ an areist’s hide out
where you can paint, develop pictures or look at artwork. It's a
bookworm’s lai, perfect fora lazy afternoon with aromatic coffee from
around the world. Itis equally nice for lovers, who can get away from
the bustle of normal restaurants and spend a quiet evening lost in cach
other's eyes,sipping wine from Naples to Nepal or brandy from

learly doing well as far and The Red Onion has to be one of the

best.I¢s more than justa fancy name, though, and ifyou arc a devored drinker who lkes choices that go beyond.
the usual becrwhisky-rum-vodla thisba around thecorne fromthe Radison Horel s the lace o go- On what

f the most

indhcio TheRedOnion offscveydin o che ey
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and sake. For

even the perennil whlskeydnnkﬂhasadec.cnmmuun[ofchmc: Fonhcrmllybrav: there are cigars. The fmd.s

perfectfora
ble chick inos. d

d momos, pizzas, pakaudas, burgers and sandwiches, and variations on
ool

“Thisis the perfect place to ﬂﬂp intoaftera lnng day. You can siton the terrace, orat the bar,or sink into the

numerous fat sofas (complete with
very frou-frou, plump bows at the
back),lollaround without fecling
vulgar, watch TV or just stare ahead
fixedly. There's something o look
ateverywhere—the bar has nice
traditional Newari tilework, as do
thewindows,and right above the
stage there are three mirrors setin
carvedwooden window frames,
whichaddsa nice fecling of cosy

deprh tohe place. Whicislsowhy it comes s surpise o novce thacwhile his ' ik ba, hercisa

o th he clegandy minimalisc

‘miniature metal bicycles on the: vmndnw:l.l]s (41 6516)

Hotel Shangri-La, Lazimpat: Pizzas to crepes, Indian curres and Chinese

delicacies in the prize-winning garden. 412999
The Everest Hotel, Baneswore: Indian specialities from Bengali to Punjabi.
488100
Hotel Yak & Yeti, Darbar Marg: Excellent borscht and other Russian
specialities. 248999
Hotel De L' Annapurna,
Darbar Marg: Kabab madness and other
fich Indian food. 221552
Thapathali: Lip-smacking

Chinese, especially the Peking duck.

Thamel: The best
Pad Thai and green curry in town,
243271

Thamel: Relocated,
refurbished, excellent continental fare
and scrumptious chocolate cake. 412135
Dwarika's, Battisputali: Perfect sekuwa appetisers and delicious Nepali daal-bhat-
tarkari. 479488
Thamel: Mountaineers, continental cuisine, and good dvml\S 41
Darbar Marg: The perennial family favourite,

Hotel Malla, Lazimpat: Great fish, all-round delicious Cmnese food. 418385
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Well-being  well-off

WASHINGTON - A nation wanting high quality of life and environ-
mental health needs freedom, good governance, and education, says
a new country-by-country index. Canada’s International Develop-
ment Research Centre (IDRC) and the World Conservation Union
IUCN), used a new approach to survey 180 countries' human and
ecosystem ‘well being.” Building on previous quality-of-life yard-
sticks, such as the UN Human Development Index which includes
health, education and GDP data, the Well Being Index covers
indicators including health, good governance, press freedom,
corruption, education, crime, and equity with a range of environmen-
tal trends. The report says 141 countries, including almost all of sub-
Saharan Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia—‘combine high
levels of deprivation and environmental degradation.” Sweden
topped the listand Iceland, Austria and Canada—long-time residents
of the top-tier of global progress tables—were also high up.

Some rankings, however, were rather different. Dominica came
insixth, and Guyana, Latvia and Peru ranked higher than the US and
the Netherlands, sixth and eighth in the Human Development Index,
but at 27 and 38 here. Robert Prescott-Allen, author of the report,
environmental factors and a wider view of human development
explain much of this change, but lack of data was also a lactor

slide reflects its poor
US slipped due to the wide gap between rich and poor, \mpacls un
the global and high
species. The report noted that, contrary to nut\ons that environmental
protection depends on the wealth of a nation, differences in ecosys-
tem health occur between countries with similar standards of living.
Austria, for example, has the same quality of life as Belgium, but
takes less of a toll on the environment. “The report suggests a high
standard of living is possible without ruining the environment—by
changing the way development is pursued,” said Achim Steiner,
director of the IUCN. (ips)

Paylng the price

UN\TED NATIONS - The UN warns that an \mpendlng gln al economic
crisis in the wake of 11 September will have a devastating impact on
the poorer nations, where the battle to reduce poverty has already
been crippled by cuts in development aid, onerous debt burdens,

and a rash of civil and military conflicts. Gross world
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humbling experience.

On top of that, he makes me
laugh.0
(The Trinidad Express)

ANALY:

mightavoid eces

I nlatesummer, there wasa cha
recesson, Europery

cetheworld
:Japanvas inamild
expected toemerge from

aslowdown, and the US was caught between

slippingbriefly on an economic banana peeland
ourrightrecession. But the dramaticloss of
lascmonth has tited the
balance. The IMF may notsay iyet, but the world
isin recession. World economic growth, which has
averaged 3.8 percent over the past 35 yearsand
morethan 4 percent last ycar, is now poised to fll
toabout 2 percent. Isthisan ordinary recession or
could it intosomething ke the ugly carly
19805 Worse istherearisk of depression?

‘The centralscenariois ehatively benign—US
and Europe upturns by the middlcof next year.
Monetary stimulus—ever more from the Federal
Rescrve,and more hesiantly from the European
Central Bank—providesan underpinningfor
demand expansion. Monetary simulation takes
time o showitseffects, but it works. Thereis
also—in the US, notin Europe—fiscl expansion.
“Thereisatax cutworth halfa-percent of GDPin
the mail, another full percent of GDPin isal
spendingand ax cutsison theway to: appmval In
the past, amonetary and fiscal xpansion policy has

Tr

confidence worldy
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How bad will it be?

by RUDI DORNBUSCH -

WORLD RECESSION

product (GWP) is expected to grow at only 1.4 percent in 2001,
compared with a previous estimate of 2.4 percent, with partial
recovery to about two percent in 2002. International trade is
expected to register “virtually no growth” this year, although the
figure could increase to around four or five percent next year.
Kinniburgh says the most severely affected economies are expected
to be in South and East Asia, where GDP growth projections for
2001 have dropped from 4.1 percent to 1.7 percent. These coun-
tries, which depend on exports and tourism, include Singapore,
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and South Korea.

The UN has updated its annual World Economic and Social
Survey to take account of the potential impact of the attacks in the
US. Estimates of the destruction of human and physical capital in the
US range between $40-$100 billion. “The impact (of the attacks) will
be worse than any of the events of the last 40 years, including the
oil shock of the 1970s,” predicts Ken Goldstein, an economist with
the US Consumer Board. lan Kinniburgh, the UN's director of
development policy analysis, adds that population growth outpaces
economic growth in most developing regions, so their economies
were more vulnerable to external shocks in the first place. (ips)

to cut rates, fearing nflation, though thats th

leastworry today
locked in the Ma

uropean publicinanceis
chreatyand cannot

stimulate growh, Ifche US recovery s not

inh

‘milder.

recessionas
Mexicois:

promptand substantial, Europe will reget the
Maastrcht provisions that make counter-cyclical
policiesimpossble. For now Europe s gettingby
with growth ust short of recession levels, But
there may bea progresive downward recession as
the US recession widens to the world cconomy.
Emerging marketsare the third weakness.
Latin Americaisin ecession. Defaultin Argen-

enteringa recesson. Itisthe sameiin
Asia—lack ofexportsand reform have cut growth

Sowhybelieveinamoderate ecessionand
an carly upturn? Thestrongest eason s thatin
the US thereis no major issue other than
confidence, and that may return soon, Afer tht,
the ballastof monetary and fscalpolicy vl rise
allships. Ichas done o in the past 10 rec
“Thisoneis nodifferent,excepr thatit may be

ions.

Oncethe US plsoutofcesion and

goteconomics,notably the US, outofecession } E i wearesetfor yinworld growth. Thereis
factorsin the U reakestate kmarket, which no chance ofa new boom, however, asworld growthvill gradually build up t03
sonred high, has been sold ofFto poinc wh bservers bl 1035 percent, fihepast Thed
thesdl-offismosty over. isnotthelackofan uprum butof o growthonceitcomes

e d.Japan,in d unlikely i However, upuwill plummet, That
the biggestisk factor. No policy instrumentsarelcft toif Japan's cconomy. wasthecasein 1982 when wordgroweh el ojust0 G percent Thatis i om
“The common latcinfl pstarcd yonly lays butic i
bareaan'sabseef helpitelf. I it (Poject Syndicae)

d .

. Inthatevent,adecp

abe.Yet, aprompt US upswing mightlet Japan hangon frafew years more.

Asccond weak pointis Europe. The European Central Bank h

beenslow

Rudi Dornbusch is Ford Professor of economics at MIT and a
former chief economic advisor to the World Bank and the IMF.
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Pakistan’s Afghan problem

T

J

Pl
The search is on

governmentin Kabuldonnnated by

or- the ‘right’ Pashtun-led guperlment in

installin powwer, Overtime, however,

this transformed Pakistan’s natural

Quallty over quantity

TOKYO - Japan's Finance Ministry has suggested slashing the
country's foreign aid budget—the largest in the world—for the next
fiscal year. Earlier this month, #

the ministry requested an
official assist-
ance budget of just ¥918
billion or $90 billion, down
from ¥102 trillion the year
before. This will be the first
time in a decade Japanese
official

ance has slipped be\ow $10

poscathraattothe errtoralntegiyand

Pakistan becauseitwould combinethe
worstdlementsof thnicnationalismwith
violen relgious sectarianism. Butic
didn't Instead, when the Taliban arived
onthescencin 1994 rather unexpectedly,

supportin war weary Afghanistan,
Pakisan eaptintothe fayand gave bilion. Japan's overseas aid
unstintingeconomicand military suppore budget, the backbone of the country’s pacifist foreign pohcy‘ was

wothem. reduced 3 percent in fiscal 2001. Along with the financial pressure—a

Unfortunately, however, the long recession, record unemployment and rising corporate bankrupt-
Tahba.,’m,;um,mm madethem cles, Tokyo's aid priorities have also been affected by the global
rogressively more confidentand rigid, political situation after 11 September. Indonesia, the largest ODA
dmd:y ‘diminishing Pakisean’s poliical recipient after China, received a pledge of an increase in funds soon
Jevcrgeviththen. Now Padsnis after Finance Minister Masajiro Shiokawa expressing Japan's gratitude
einghuddacounableforbeending 1o President Megawati Sukamoputri for Indonesia’s support o the US

‘war against terrorism." Pakistan is also scheduled to get about $40
million as emergency aid as part of its support for the US.

The new ODA budget will emphasise quality over quantity—grant
aid, which forms 47 percent of the overall aid budget, is expected to
remain intact, but loans will likely be reduced. The repercussions will be
severe for China, which has been either the largest or second largest
recipient of Tokyo's aid—analysts say Beijing gets 11.4 percent of
Japanese ODA. Loans make up the bulk of Japanese ODA to China,
which is also the top recipient of technical transfer from Japan. Japan
wants aid to be channelled to environment protection and agricultural
projects. For south-east Asia, the cuts could mean less fu

the Taliban and being made ocountthe
cossofnonditching them rler Where
docsPakistngofrom here? Since
Pakisanisnowa Westmallyagain, its
bescbeewouldbe ojoin hands with the
international community tohelpesblish
atrulybroad-based and decentralised
foderal governmentin Kabulinwhich the
varousthric communities havea great
dealof egionalauronomy; Thiswould

I niheafiermath of theairstrkes | theopposion Northern Allance, expensive and o e p,mmon

launchedlastvck by the USand | whoseconstuenc Tajk Usbekand mqumemﬁ).atnendlyue@mbom the Northen All las mod e

itsalliesagainst Osamabin i intoan unyield remnantsofthe Taliban regimeand other Slngapnrs and Thalland m pvovlds titeral aid to poorer cmmlnes

Ladenand the Taliban, Pakistan's received cconomicand iliary dientstate Consequenly, l’J]nsmn has | Pashruncommandersdose o Pakistan. fike Laos and Cambodia. (PS)

prsiden,Gen Perves Musharaf bothInandIndia, | ended up g Moreove, King Zahir couldprovi

d d Afghanistan ld securiy. t ies, and driven their lumbrilrunder UN

withanew broad-based et | s e oo, | Grameen goes to Venezuela

h i ldb for “srategicdepth,” lared Pakisan'sof ithasrong wouldbero"deanup” A@‘i"’iﬂ"“’"*‘ CARACAS - Mohammad Yunus, who 25 years ago launched the

“hliated” ather hanimposedby - in 1990 by P ychiefGen | Pashtunsaein Kabulf ! g et Grameen Bank to provide the poor tiny (e o e enterprises, is

the West This wasreiterated by Adkam Beg Gen Begbelived thatin | hiscory. Unil 1973, when Afghanisan's Qa:dztcrmnsrmmgwnpsmddm helping revitalise a similar initiative in Venezuela. In late 1999, Hugo

Forcign Minister Abdul Satar's theeventofalong drawnoutand | king Muhammad Zahira Pasheun, representaive govering odly for Chévez's government created the Bank of the Sovereign People, with

warninglastweek thata puppet difficulcwar with India, Afghanistan’s | rledin Kabul,the Afghan government hanistan creditlines for “solidariy”, “women's" and “productive’ micro-loans. But

regime must otk di fendly teri ld servea The ld thenask the bank granted small loans totaling just $2.8 million last year,
taging zon g But ZahirShah decined penafic k hemin despite $30 million available capital, and earlier this year the

5mm}muld knowwhat heis operating bases for Pakistan’sair force | against Pak duringthe 1971 Indo- 1 rehabilitari b directorate was fired due to poor results and corruption charges. In

talkingabou. Since the Soviets were andarmy. Pakistanwar. (hsrehygl\'\ng lnsna@:&mhod in another approach, Chévez announced in January the creation of the

kicked our. ofAfghamsmn in1988, But times have changed. Given chi shan artiuds Women's Bank to serve the population that, in the Grameen Bank's

Pakistan th ‘nudear weapon: hangedaf 1 el experience worldwide, makes greatest use of micro-credit. The Women's

and prop up four d the depl Fhallistic Daoud, aPash list, deposed Central Asi k dbeyond. Bank began operating in August with $14 million in capital and

Kabuland failed. Except for the missilesand fasterjet planes, ic has hekingand seized Kabulin 1973, He I he pipelinesal offering oans ranging from $420-$7,000 for small-scale development

governmentled by former President | never been dlear what Pakistan might blished i d Idswifly pull Ao of | projects.

Burhanuddin Rabbani, (.mulum

wanto"park” in Afghanistan, or why,

I M . The Grameen Bank of Bangladesh has over two million debtors, 95

Taji), which ssti
legiimated by the United Nations,
allof Afghanistan’s rgimes,
includingthe Taliban, wereled by
cehnic Pashruns. Wih the imminenc
demiseofthe Taliban, thesarchis

in the -war with India.
Moreover, Pakistan's defence

Pashruns of Pakistan. After lefistsina
1978 coupoverthrew Daoud, the

Fibisseoms ke o e cy from | Percent women. Ove the bank's 25 year istoy, the efaul ate has

The state has to compensate us.

Jana Aastha 10 October
Excerpts from an interview with Lal Bahadur Bishwakarma, MP UML

You must have been happy being an MP despite being a Dal...

You become happy when you become an MP because you are actually
able to work for the welfare of the people. | have realised that if you tackle
a problem correctly then the chances of getting something done are
higher. People used to say untouchabilty is something created by the

people. | say itis a creation of the state that makes the laws—it s there in

the courts, schools and police. It exists in all institutions and it is most

rigidly enforced in the army. Dalits in the army are discriminated against.

After | raised this issue in parliament, the chief of the army wrote to all

battalions stating that untouchability should not exist in the army. If you

raise issues in a proper manner, something gets done. So | am happy.

Don'tyou want revenge for what the state has done to Dalits, how?

The state must compensate us. If someone’s house is bunt down, they
receive compensation in cash and kind. If the Maoists kill a policeman, then his family gets Rs 800,000 as
compensation. Those injured also get paid. We must also be provided compensation. The state labelled us
Dalits, as a result of which we have suffered mental and physical problems. We have been excluded from
society. We should be compensated.

H: i i

Deuba ordered ts end

Chasing Maoists

Nepaliparra, 12 October

Locals from Jorpativilage in
Dhanlachaed

the royalarmy and have thercfore

o payany income taxacall. Thelaw
saysal ent i taxis

fightingforces.
cyarescrting up new unis,
called“Urban Guerills” Theseunics

‘will be used for all acti areto

of the “peoples’ governmene” recenly.

payable by every individual who
carns more than Rs 55,000 per year,
in the case ofa family this amountis
fixed at Rs 75,000. Under this law,

ke pl: b :mhnm

all people cmployedin he ormal

Uday Bahadur formetly of the
‘v’lands(—]_minists iuincdd\cMamsvs

peopléswar” o fighting thearmy. s
cused in rural areas o

pmph sgovenmen. Heorderd the
f

fight for he establishment of peoples’

bei dare to be deployed in

them dfor :hcpeopwe
there, Thatinfuriaed the people, who
chased him vy

Earlcrinancarby villge, the
residents beat up two Maoistparcy
members, Padam Bhandari and Gopi
Lal Giri, while they were holdinga
public meeting, Thevillagers were
reopeningthe doors ofche Village:
Devclopment Committceoffces
(which had been shuc by the Maoists
carlie). The localsdecided it was they
whohad theright o decide whether or
not the VDC hould be closed,

The government announced it but its agencies have not implemented it. Policies need to be
The Maoists say they want to liberate the Dalits, what do you think about that?

The Dalits cannot be free until a social revolution takes place. The Maost struggle is not a social struggle.
In fact, it works in favour of the rich. The Maoists have collected a lot of money and their leaders control it.
They collect money from business people, who make it up from poor people like us. The money the Maoists
collect from schools, is the hard-earned money of peaple like us. The money paid by government officials
comes from the bribes they take from us. The Maoists have increased the burden of the poor.

They say the situation of Dalits will change after they come to power...

We first would like to know what exactly they have done for us Dalits. Just because they say so, should we
believe them? Have they ever said Dalits should be provided free education? They too are killing Dalits.
How can | believe them?

Itis said the Dalits themselves have a caste hierarchy...

Yes, it exists. The caste system is slowly breaking up in other societies but in Dalit society, it is becoming
more entrenched. It exists between rich and poor Dalits.

Some Dalits are also taking on Bahun surames. Why?

There are a small number of people—some in high positions—who do that. They may not ike what they are
but it is reality. Are they really emancipated after changing surames?

Whatdoy
itis wrong. A Kami was called a Kami because he used to do Kam (work), and not because he worked with
iron. My forefathers were all Kamis. | am proud of this. It will not help us if we just keep on changing our
titles. In fact it would help if we kept our identities and fought for our rights. We Dalits have done a lot. After
all we produced weapons and ploughs, jewellery and furniture. Almost everything in use today, has been
made by us. We have done  lot for society. We clean the streets every day. Who made the crown that the
king puts on, the royal jewels? We stitch the national dress... When others do the same work now they are not
called Dalits.

What will you do if some one calls you a Kami?

I would be happy. | will not become small if some one calls a Kami. | have the skills. Just because someone
made my family a Dalit 200 years ago, that does not mean that | am a person of a lower standing.

Do you still carry out your vocation?

Not after | became a politician. My father did the same job and taught me this way. We feel proud that we

averaged just one percent. Yunus said despite “enormous

the ageand passion o today, and in the Chavez administration, Grameen Bank evaluations in Ven-

tolearn lessons since it began
mldwnng relations with the Taliban
m 1996 nhc I.uggm lesson of aJl

Dunf\d Lin

ehat US officials admitcis i
what U islikelytobe | 671613 “micro-credits are not reaching the areas that most need them."

Hafizullah Aminand Nor Mohammad
“Taraki, both die-hard Pashtuns. Thus,
d

ononceagin tofind the right”
Db Eominaed

alongand difficult conflict, no
matter. Pakistan’s commitment, at
least,should be made clear from the
firssepsi takes n this direction,

(Asian Wall Street Journal)

Yunus also said micro-credit projects must not involve government
entities alone, but also the private sector and civil society organisa-
tions, and must be self-sustainable. “It must become a truly commercial
banking system,” he said. The government has pushed a Micro-Finance
Act through Congress and is drafting Banking Act reforms covering

anistan. partner. Nowonder Gen Musharraf | pandered to Pashun nationalismin micro-loans to encourage private banks to provide such services
Ml Paisanbsa sl | haduoslinecwoofhispro-Tlban | ABlanisanbyswppongPabnn | Najam et i editor of the. | hemsals, Yuns Syt e 06 Craeen Bank e enion
interest generals,a consolidat- | scparatsmin Pakistan,orwied wespor | Fridiay Times, an independent | of opening *branch offices” in other countries, it is willing to teach the
government there. Iris ringed by ing his position. Pashrunlslamicfundamentalism o based in Lahore, system to others, who can then adapt it to local conditions. ()
India, which is Hindu and deemed kistan’ predicament lkistan’s bordk Vit Pakistan.
hostile, and Iran, which is Shi'ite foll d fi Thisshould d

Muslimand deemed untrustworchy.
Pakisand o
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sickles and ploughs. Just because the upper castes look down on you should not mean that
you give up your profession. You should continue doing your work and at the same time fight for equality.
Do other members of your party treat you differently?

Sometimes things have happened differently because this is the society we live in. We are there to change
society, so these issues do not make a difference. There is class differentiation between us Dalits, definitely it
will exist among the other castes too. In fact, untouchability is very prevalent in the Far West.

Isthe situation changing?

My party people in my district, Kanchanpur, treat me as they treat everyone. There is no discrimination. But
maybe people treat me differently because | am a politician.

It's said you had problems finding a house in Kathmandu after becoming MP, because you are a Dalit?

Yes. First | stayed with a friend near my party office in Balkhu | then started looking for a place of my own. |
found many places but could not rent them because of my caste and name. | told this to my friends and
they said that because of my caste, people were not renting their houses to me. | did not believe it first but
later realised it was true.

You still commute by bicycle and not a Prado or Pajero?

Many MPs bought Prados and Pajeros and the people protested against that. Why should an MP from a
place where there is no road buy a vehicle? In Kathmandu, you have to live according to your means.
Actually MPs can only afford a motorcycle. They earn Rs 15,200 per month. You cannot buy a car with this,
unless you are corrupt. | sill commute on my bicycle. | was ill and the doctor advised me against using my
cycle. Once | get well | will start using it again.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
1didn’t want toacknowledge asright what my inner selfold me was wrong, That's why T opposed the
Women's Property Rights Bill passed by Parliamen, Rather than opposing the government, I was de-
manding my rights.

— Ambika Pant, Nepali Congress MP in Drishi Saptahik, 16 October.
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Man: The day to worship Durga
artangementsfor Dasaincelcbratons..
Woman: “Stay away. Why are you comingsoclose...
Man: “What kind of tradition isthis, when I can [\mnhlp even the starue [ made!”

Bijaya Dashami Grecting Card by alocal NGO.

and agreed thatitwas nor properto
lock up the buildings. The Maoists
reliedharthere sl hey could

urban bardles. Sources say thereare
fundamental diffrences in the

r »

<or pay tax. Only Nepy
in the various UN projcts, programs
and other elated areas do nor.

The Vienna Convention of 1961
dlearly statesthatalllocl personnel
cmployed by the UN will have to pay
e in ther rspective countris.
“The UN, when appointing Nepalis,
makesitclear that they have o pay
axes. Avery goods
¢heory, butin prac
work. All Nepalisare taxed atsource.
“The UN doss not taitslocal
cmployeesatsourceand these
cmployees do notmake the fforcco
goand pay their .

Accordingtotheinformation
provided o Deshanterbya UN
official, 12 UN agencies have offices
in Nepal. 390 Nepalisand 190
forcignersworkar theseagencics. OF
these,over 150 re ofthe oficer level

doand

they had solen from the offce. They

dothisat night faring that the people,
h b

illde

becvicen thecxising forcesand the ncw
“urban guerrila.” The urban units
1 fora nofitia] o

mightcarchthem. .

Maoists re-organise
Jana Aastha, 10 October

Whilethe governmentis serting up
the Armed Police Force the Maoistsare
also reorganising thei ighting forces.
“They already had “people’s milas™
anda regulr fighting force going up
tothebtalonlovl, nlinewith thei

orhigher. None pay tax

“Thesalay offocal UN suff
ranges from Rs 35,000 to Rs
179,000 permonth.Yearyincome

ubanareas...

“The Maoisccore fightersare
menbesofvhschy ol popls
army”, which fi

range om Rs 437,000 0 Rs
2,148,000, According to Nepali v,
iduals who carn more than Rs
751 dcouplessih

orders from the Central Mllmry
Commission (headec by Prachand).

UN salaries, tax

Deshanter, 14 October
o

per
cam more than Rs 150,000 are taxcd
ataflat rateof 25 percent. The truth
isthey do ot pay and the govern-
mentdoes notask them to pay. Itis
strange that even though more than
150 foreignersare cmployed by the
UNin Nepal oficls haveno

game plan to A10 i is deducted ac ‘ rhem The chicfof the
| . internal atan
and then ke on i p
h : inth ised sector. B says the government requested the
T After | in ur, o clibe

the pary'sscond convenion, he
Maoists realised thatthey arcin fora
very longand drawn-out batde with

workingforthe Unitcd N
payincome tax. They cam thousands
of upecs very month butdo not have

yearand there was no response.
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES
0 Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION
00 Images from Bhaktapur Solo photo exhibition by Kishore Kayastha. Until 21 Octo-
ber, 10am-6pm. Park Gallery, Pulchowk. 522307

EVENTS

00 The Culture and Future of the Internet  Lecture by Prof Kim H Veltman, Scientific
Director, Maaschrict McLuhan Institute Universiteit Maastricht, The Netherlands.
10.30AM, 19 October, Russian Culture Centre, Kamalpokhari

00 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise
Sundays and Tuesdays 4.30pm-6.30pm, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednes-
days 6.30pm-8pm, Saturdays 1.30pm. 434024, 434830

Music

00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on
Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin band on Fridays and on
Saturdays An Fainne. 7pm onwards, Shangri-La Hotel. 412999
00 Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft
Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant. 414336

00 Live acoustic music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every
Friday at the Himalatte Café. 7.30pm-10pm 262526

EATING OUT

00 Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children.
Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675

00 All-new at Dwarika's! Krishnarpan Nepali

ceremonial four-course lunch, $13, daily. Three- =

course course set lunches daily at the Toran B
Garden Restaurant, $11. Friday Night Sekuwa with .
fusion music by Himalayan Feelings. Special

price throughout October: Rs 555 per person, Rs
1,010 per couple. All prices nett. 479488

00 Rox Restaurant Traditional home style European
cuisine straight from a wood-fired oven. Steaks, trout,
garden vegetables and desserts. 491234.

00 Peking Duck and Mandarin Music ~ Chinese chefs' mild and spicy delicacies from
the far east at the Tien Shan. Every Sunday. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999

00 Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500
per head. 410432

00 Spa Brunch Aerobics, yoga classes and salad buffet. Includes complimentary use of
swimming pool and the health club. Rs 750 per person plus tax. Every Sunday.
11.30am-5pm. Hotel Yak & Yeti 248999

00 Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts, sports bar. All week
long. Live band Wednesday, Sunday evenings 6.30-10.00. K-too! Beer & Steakhouse,
Thamel. 433043

00 Barbecue dinner with music by Las Sonidos Latinos. Every Friday night through
October. Rs 500 per adult, Rs 250 per child, plus tax. Summit Hotel. 521810

00 Two for one International buffet lunch with main courses, on-site cooking, seven
kinds of dessert, eight kinds of salad and dressings. Rs 700 plus tax, this month two
lunches for the price of one. Garden Terrace, Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

00 Saturdays at the Malla Swimming and French chef's barbecue lunch. 11am-5pm.
The Malla Hotel. 418385, 410966

00 Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with view of city and surrounding hills.
Radisson Hotel. 411818

00 Kolkata to Kathmandu With recipes from the famous Sonargaon restaurant in
Kolkata, exotic preparations like kalkori kebab, dal sonal gaon, murg malal kebabs and
more. Hotel De L'’Annapurna.

221711

GETAWAYS

00 Dasain special package Rs 2058 nett per person per night includes breakfast, free
use of spa, gym, pools and tennis courts, 25% discount on food and beverage and
supervised children's activities. Hyatt Regency 23—29 October 491234.

00 Dwarika's Breathtaking Escape  Until end-December. Two nights accommodation,
afternoon tea, cocktail, dinner, breakfasts, massage. $155 per couple nett. 479488

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250
per head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and
forests. Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari
keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

[ For inclusion n the listing send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL
Unlike some previous years, this is not going to be a
hile (muddy) Dasain. A glorious high pressure system
dominates the tibetan plateau and Nepal. The few
clouds that do accompany a retreating monsoon
circulation over southern India are being blown off by
the newly-assertive westerlies. The storms from
central India are being blown off to the east to merge
with a cyclone over the South China Sea. Some of
these clouds will graze the eastern Himalaya, bringing
the first showers of the season. The weakening sun
and cloud-free skies will bring down the minimum
temperature in Kathmandu to as low as 12 C.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Toe
2612 [ 26-12 2614 2413 2511
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by MIKU

A T F R

BOOKWORM
F Staying Alive: Memorics of Women in Prison Durga Ghimire
ks Jagdlish Ghimire, Kathmandu, 2000
3 Rs350
'* Durga Ghimire recounts the period between 19701972 when she was twice in Kathmandu'’s
.. women's il and onc n Bisaunagar. Il sh was behind bars foralcle ovraearfor
[ ol pm[eiungrhd’mcha\a ystem and organising lternati

1 published in Nepali in 1994.

Ghimire wroea diaryin her time i prison. This s e English version of[he diariesthat were

Nepal in the Nineties: Versions of the Past, Visions of the Future Michacl Hutt,ed 2

Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2001

“Thiscollection ofcight essays discusses in detal the social, cultural and leeary lfe of Nepal in
the 19905, The authors reflect on the changes that occurred in the kingdom and the circum-
stances that produced these changes. Their wide-ranging focus is on the social processes that

Rs360

produced these changes.

Beautiful Orchids of Nepal Keshab R Rajbhandari, Sushila Bhattarai

Rajbhandari and Bhattarai, Kathmandu, 2001

¥ Rs 1,200

“The pace of destruction of the habitat of Nepal's orchids s increasing, Dr Rajbhandari and Dr
Bhatars have catclogued Nepal sorchidpecics—all 101 ofhe. This vlume,printedonart

paper,

N
known Nep

flowering tme, discibudonin the worl,

and local names. Each description i

, as well as information on

the nature of[hm hahua( in Nepal,theirscientific

yacolour ph

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np
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Excerpts from The Tutor of History

i Tar wasa roadside town along the snaking Kathmandu-Pokhara
K ighvay,setaparfrom the ohers by is ropicalvegtaton, uncommon

inthe il egions. Ringed byich green icfieds and spored with

d an azzar s lightly ess dra
thanmosighvay baars s rarow alleys were ltered vithdi, bisof o
shards of light bulk icken wire,

fallen leaves and stubbed- Mostof the buildi ddled

togetherin an unattractive clump and there was no view of the imals from here,

Sl iewasa good place o livein. Ir\\-nnrmmnm]ike(hew]hgesoﬂ"rh:
highvay. st taslcpyhicksclemen.Th b ol os aligh

boasted dium boarding sch

1 for thosewh

db

dl :mr{hﬂ

unglasses, nail

Englis
of cash. A fewof the shopssold posh cicy items like
polish,and leather bels. Khaireni Tar wasa middling kind of town wherc cwas
common, whievalkingthroughalleys,tontera vilghofulures oher the
screech of Nirvana on atransistor i i

loads of freshly scooped dung, Young men from the town’sfinest families no
longerjust joined the Briish, Indian or Nepali armed forces burwent o workas
migrant labourrs n Scoul, Osaka, Australia and Dubai, From abroad they senc
thir families hundred, two hundred, threc hundred green dollarsa month.
Younggis o longerconsent o leraey bt clamored oo oschool

SYNOPSIS
The Tutor of History is an
ambitious social saga, a
" compelling tale of idealism,
? love and alienation, set in
- contemporary Nepal caught
between tradition and
modernity. The events of the
novel unfold against the
backdrop of a campaign for
pariiamentary elections in
the bustling roadside town of
Khaireni Tar. At its heart the
book is about four main
characters: Giridhar
Adhikari, the chairman of
the People’s Party's district
committee, who suffers from
a serious alcohol addiction and
strange, violent manias; Rishi Parajuli, a lonely, under-employed
bachelor and disillusioned communist who gives private tuitions in

cobblers, metal u} ind. ers reh d liberation
theirbreath. In the bazaa Id be heard speaking Nepali,
bye-bye, hello

Gurung, Mlgn Hmdx Kbl and bur\m»angh\h
Sir.

“The town's physical structure mirrored s changglingcthos. A new church
stoodatthecdgeo the b nerthecaves wherea Hinduascei ved of s,
“The newer buildings of the bazaar had f Is,and tin roofs werc in
demandamong theelo-do Bu(mus(oﬁl\ealdtrhoumw:m madeofcly
ch

history to middle-class boys; Om Gurung, a former British
Gurkha determined to bring love into every life in his hometown: and
Binita Dahal, a reclusive young widow who runs a small tea shop and is
careful not to demand of life more than the meagre pleasures it brings
her. As the election campaign reaches its peak, the crisis in each
character's life mounts, and the eventual rigging of the elections
becomes a metaphor for the flawed, imperfect choices that ordinary
people must make to get by in a world beyond their control. (Penguin)

hadb home, the whole town had watched her chan
before their yes, from a brash youth toa recluse. The more conservative Chettri-
Bahun familicsofthe town shunned her for her unscemly decision to continue
livingalone, with only herltl daughter for company il theartival o her young
cousinaboutsix months back. But the more liberalyinclined rownspeople, and
those whoappreciated Binita' fragrant milk ta,tended o frequent her shop.
Binita’ teashop served no lcohol, and it didn'tartract menn search of
raucous exchanges o passthe cvenings with. Such men vient o ocher places a the
dof own, shabby
landlessealersfomother it These seder b«ckg;oundswe(esomcumts
har
surmames, sbut Checei-Bah
“They seemed to bringwith them no past, and sometimes no qualms orstricures.
Theiradiswreabayson e fod s heapandheiralobol s, Thexr
d

almost

g
hile others had rounded fe

fensincluded yeesaddicted to
ch yed men, local hooligans,youths who hads 'r
madeitntothearmy nd boys juscoutofchoo. I these dens talk now veered
wtheclections:
“Lec'ssce whowinsthis time.
“Its UML'sturn.”

“Congress won't give up.’

‘Doesn’thaveachoice.

“Did you hearabout the People’s Party? That party—remember?—of
inrellccruals

“Eh them. Are they ficdinga candidare?

“Giridhar Adhikari—the son of Baburam Adhikari.

“Hah, hell never win.

T his house n thehill north of town, the chairman of the People’s Party
iridhar Adhikari, knew that the bazaar was whispering about

andth neven walls the districtcommiftce,

hands that had built ther cof the town’s h din red clay, ffice guard, noddis arthe d the buildis bandoned, dispirited

nrhenlnh(m\cpam(, hile otk 't decorated arall had metal rod: Jook. rumours y th

on thewindows, othersdidn't ven have gla d lectricwires,others TheblindshoplecprSharkasgrinsorvasnociode RPoffe s+ hedoenvedivhevatcpi.
weebleched gy hbrihowhie ghtoflroseclangs Exchhows — spuciousay o rice, daals, grain well - Giridhar's Khaireni Tar

ik

contained, in this way,
Khaireni Tar's growth and devclopment.

Acthe centreof town wasasacred twined-together bar-pecpal ree which
concalod, withsdese anyan andbodhifolage the umcs ofhe rucsan

tament to

Kodari Eco Resort_Peace in natural

HMB Mountain Bik Have your bike serviced

good views of Nepal/ Tibet border, jungle-covered
mountains, Buddhist monasteries, ancient Shiva cave.
Hike to villages with various ethnic groups, vantage
points to Himalayas. Comfortable

or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at
the HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories
and parts available. Second hand bikes

New and

attached bath, balcony or terraces, good food, friendly
service. 480262, kodari@mos.com.np

The way to Mexico_is too far. Botega Restaurant and
Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15 percent
off-season discount.

The Borderands Resort_Forcanyoing ffing

mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain
Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437,

Reflexology_Professionally US/Europe-trained
naturopath. Suitable for specific health
problems and as a preventive measure.
Improves blood circulation and energy flow
throughout the body. 413774 or email

trekking at Tibet borders,

com,

Program, Leadership Courses and many more. 425836/
425894. info@borderlandresorts.com.
i borderlandresorts com.

Gourmet weekend_for Nepalis and expatriates Naked
Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-course international
gourmet dinner, transport both ways—Rs 1100, 417386,
680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse _not the ‘longest’,
“highest', “first" or any other superlative. Just a relaxed,
easy-going bar and restaurant with the coldest beer and
juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the Kathmandu
Guest House. 433043

Best Room in Thamel _ Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. US$5 per day.
Contact John 548119.

The Last Resort_offers Bungy, Canyoning,
Rafting, Mountain Biking, relaxing, Corporate
Development & Retreats. Without a doub this
is Asia’s premier adventure playground. Tel
((97)1439525, 414730, http:/fwwaw -
nepal.com, email: info@tir-nepal.wlink.com.np

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auret @ar
BBC Autelt &ar

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681
radio@radiosagarmatha.org

E-mai

Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227

www.radiosagarmatha.org

hat rolledinco che all hoursof theday: Evry mornin vendors

im ughing syin, e you herd,did you know—insinuating spresding
he'd been fircd from the b nd

. Therewas no place for him in the world.
" Ko himand talked

igarettes, chocolates, b, cheapdolls, p
and Chinese umlmlm ot Shakarsainstorevasthe r.\dno andvatch-

repai shop. dbya wosoreyyl
I L el |

reveome e “Aformer riish qun shouse?) For s fit oo

bus into
guthered } platform beneath the b
andvegetabls, eady-madesacks, candicsand biscui, bl e i threads
and aluminum and plastic rinkets. On days when i wasn' aiing the
Musalmaan bangle sellr sct upa display of glass bangle ofthelarest dsigns.
Whenpopleorffhebuscsall hevendors iedforaenions Ban.\nas 0
cheapthey ealmost e ‘Cheeseballschips-alocker for-
P(.mun\’Punun)I’Lmut\’ “The bangle seller alone d in peac rhu

's Pary d here,relyingon the
Homeowner Om Gurung, Nosuch mecting hd been held i the pas fwycars
and the People’s Party didn't cven havean officcin town.
Beyond Om Gurungs yelow house wasa wood il nd st thesrid
h dried [ rains ended,
iving Khireni Taris name: ashen fatands
ol thepolal paric, Kb TarsTelcommunic

abouthim tobea hollow ma
crowded him out of s spac

Versago Girdar i been dismisid fom isposiion s bak manager I
wan'his e there had been il ho'dworked
for more than twenty ycarshad lostthir jobs regardlessof apabilc, rgarcless
of qulification. lewas a atter ofregulation. I it eflcton his by For
he'd been an excellencbank manager, had'the?

These pastfewyears, Giridhar had begun to spend long days lostin the
unsteady grounds of his mind, in cracks and crevices thatled back pasta d
ssoun thickith castophe

. declringl

fields hs]a\\ his house. Thes xxl\ rer rains of the monsoon had drenched the town

h no one— Fixed price, baba'- tions Off h sid v from thebazaar. these last few months. The fields had turned a succulent green. Giridhar owneda
her }ngg\sd ‘made wunrem(’fers. cried ﬂxul 1m1 dstend:d their honour. All day, p the high plotofland ac the b f the hill:its harvest was his only
After ar und th fhi lace STD trunk calls and telexes. Ex X hat the operator was Beyond that pl p lot was the path into Khaireni Tar. He could. makeoutthe! bmax

pl
efficientat her task; they also knew that her supervisor listened

from here, ly row salong the highway. His friend Om had

togethe bar-peepl e A e I discmbarked
from the Kathmandu buse duncerinly, theneveomers fro is eted roomabovetheoffce,where kspulthalk(h(d.\»h\“mgm his
asked fordi heirparty offces. The bazaar i hdaywith be the phones
unknown faces. Tmcilingabout tharmatrer.”

Onemomingtheommuris UMLpary ofic vhich s st “Thatone orthe e before that?
peepal tre, Thenesw “Tharone, thactheone I mean.
ih)’rhcp’im1Ngn<dvr.s\\orkenmrtp’un( board sothatitcould Nor

from afar: NEPAL COMMUNIST Paxry (Unrep MaroasT LeniNisT). From
th ibe ofUMI ! infront of the office each
moming Lenin goatees, Manist beards, dChe
Guevara t-shirts, and others dinary in village b

“No.

Alicded y from the T fice was Binica's
cashoy ! yoncknew—had neverrecovered
from the shock of her husband's death n a usaccident, When his mangled

inragtag
student uniforms. As more and more

workersarrived at the UML offce they
spilledinto theadjoiningcrockery
sore, talking politcs n hushed rones
among thestore’s displays of
aluminum plates,iron pors,sainless
stcclutensifsand plasic buckers.

Nextdoorto thecrockery storewas
adlothshopwhich carried fine Indian
cottonsand Chincse rayons,
Nepali Congress Party office was
beyond thisshop, and the current
Member of P: nentwas often seen
in front of thisoffice—till he day the
party abruptly announced thatiwas
fieldinganother candidate. Thenaw
Congress arty candidate,atubby
Bahun man whom no onc had cver
eard of—butwhowas sid to bea
memberof the dynasty thatruled the
Congress party—then showed upatthe
offce,constantly surrounded by hordes
of young followers he'd imported from
Kathmand.

“Thesmallconservative Rastrya
Prajatantra Party had no followingin
this electorate bt ithad decided this
yeartofield awoman from here—
because the five per cent quora for
women candidates had o befilled
someho. The RPPoffice waslocateda
feww housesfrom the Congressparty
offce, between some fuit sallsand the
Himal Lodge Restaurant Bar. But the
RPP’sady candidate wastoo shy to
cometothe party office, and the lone

CHANGE Y
DASSERA G
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T

Gift Helpline
981036433

invited him for dinner tonight. But m didn’t feel hl« waiting till dusk. He
wanted to be in the bazaar now, ami and cra k {nb ter, it

spat-on wallsand dark rooms s
telephone messages,the push of bodis, n]koﬁhehmx, mrnwhvspﬁrmg—h’\w
youhear

Bucthey never made room for him there.

Once, Giridhar used o oversee hundreds of thousands of upees worch of
trnsacions. Heused o know whathappencd i thepoer censof e divic

yforwhat, and how. He used ok ¢herche
was. His days embarrassed him with theiridleness, He spentallafiernoon
strayinginto the pastand scrambling back to thepresent. Hedid notfeel he had
o ck o the present. H

precarious o support him. [
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] ’ ] B celtsisnotaswemight beused o or | lterary system,
an u s ree s I s I aswe might like it robc English, too.
Incidents Te ds the dl
tions, ofth Rishi,
L redundant,arc org h n
Democracy, Ilbedy and equallty boll down !o the pnvaie dlgmty of theii and form partsof: dwhole. | realiation, are-affi Fraluable
oo . Secccccececceeaaaseoaes Thppy whﬂewnungdmnovel in | principleswehavelostsight of —thacall
he Tutor of His forth peasants, artisans, priests ihiliscic themselves. | Engl way | theorisationand democracy,
Tnuvs I by a Nepalin English,is | sold i “Thereisa kernel ofindestructibl fcatering o the tasteof westernersor | libertyand equality boil down to the
outthisweck. Theauthor, ruling clas, the newly emergent Nepal | humanity in them, which relentessly | pandering o theirpre-conceived actualsasion of the”private dignity of
Manjushree Thapa, isknown forher | has thrown up new cassesand urgesthem o each forflfmen. | notions.Forhe witngisamision, a | individual’ Once Rihi dreamed of
Englmrmu]auansoﬂnmmr:m categorics ofpeople Of Forus Nepali-speaking readers th d o’ Now heisa rebel
Nepali,and h i Nepaliworld presented in thenovelis |- the Nepalipeople. aginseonlarin evoluion. Heisa
Nepaliand English journals. Herwork | bothof theold and t der,have | i proceed Thistrait isdiscernibleinthe | rebel againsc
hasall alone been fox d dying | b i Jecti i dih | with k leds Jati ocial, political and religi
in depth Nepal,the peopleof Nepal, | the ovel “This, h should not make u in the work of Nepalifolk Manushree Thapa'saccomplished firs

their historyand cultur, their

Jimmaveal Baj,for instance,
combines in himselfwich casehis

omplcatacyelooual deist

languageand lterture,
o

leamaboucourchesandour oy
Th nu:u in

proverbsand idiomatic expressons. In

her Engsh enderingof s, she s

novel will not bea one-time hit. She
will bea recurrent success story. [

struckaneat

Indea
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ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

fier the monsoon ends and
A autumn begins, the biggest

thing i the biggest festival
of the year. Just saying “Dasain”
conjures images of windy days
and blue kite-dotted skies, new
clothes, plenty to cat and family
gatherings that bring the encire
clan together. Celebrated by a
majority of Nepalis, the festivicics
mark the mythic batcles between
good and evil between goddess
Durgaand the demon Mahisasur.
Ifhe was living today, Mahisasur
wouldbecalleda eroist. The

linked tothe compulsion shefeclsto | desire. Then thereis Rishi,the Englih,al I ha Nepa ngunge
ndesand el hercomparios. | progonsafevomsenowls mmmunilydmibcd,asumslhc T:xl(mdusus:,N b, andthe | inindi ofthe assc
hoarep ing througt named aspectof linical detac dsothe | TargtTox (i thiscas,Engl. The
mansicional periodofremendous youth, and Binita,awidow, Thereis | picture th is inlarge ‘extOriented, ﬂ’“"’“g%f{ﬁ“
imporance Theschism beveen Nl | Nayan Raalmstarsanding or ;a0 evaluarion ofus A ior Language Ortenedyer | ot Psechbedeberdatthe
Khaireni Tar thelocde | isheld Ithe icture theyareliterary texe in the target Octobenin Kthmanchs,

anguished resolution i th £ | ofthenowl. Thapdsd
hernovel. Th el
socialand personal,orderlyorratic (yplca] yetvery convincingly individu-
promises the resolution, alised. They changeand develop,they

While old feudal Nepal brought | donotdisintegrateorhead fora

difference s that he had taken

onthe form ofa water buffilo.
Dasain probably has pre-Vedic
origins in harvest festivalsand ina
senseit has comea fullcircle toa
cultural estival rather than a purcly
religiousone. The longest holiday
of the year provides the perfect
opportunity for family reunions,
andatime o relax.

“Those who criticisc us for
having such a long holiday at
Dasain must remember that

Nepalis don’t usually take
vacations, so this is our holiday
season. Dasain comes from the
word for ten: ten days during the
bright lunar fortnight ending on
the day of the full moon—1
November this year.

17 October. Ghatasthapana,
licerally “pot establishing” (and
weate not talking here about
hallucinatory agents) marks the
beginning of the fetival. The
Kalash, water vessel s placed in
the prayer room. A leaf plate
filled with sand and covered with
cow dungs shielded from the
sunand placed in front of the
image of the Durga. Barley scds
are sown unto the sand block
and water from the kalash is
sprinkled on it to nurture the
seeds everyday during the
morningand evening puja. The
ritaal performed ata certain
xusplclous moment detemincd

by clders atop the heads of those
younger to them during ika. The
same ritual is also conducted at
the royal palace in Gorkha,
169km norh west of the valley
where the ancestors of the
present royal family started their
conquest of Nepal in 1801

From the days following
Ghatasthapana to the seventh day
pujas are offered everyday and
regular rituals performed. On the
fifth day the jamara to be used by
the royal houschold planted in
Gorkha palace is brought outand
the procession for Kathmandu
begins. The procession comes to
Kathmandu on the seventh day
bearing the Phulpati (23 Octo-
ber). Brahman pricsts carry the
jamara and sugar cane plants tied
with red cloth in a decorated
palanquin undera gold tipped
and embroidered umbrela The
procesionalocristhe rqul
kalash, b d:

ill provide
he yellowish greenscdling
known as

tied with red clothand mduda Ruval

blessing of Durga and bestowed

ariretha rich Naraya Shab's

menwore. When the phulpatiarrives
i Kathmandu the procession sats
from Rani Pokhariand endsin
Basantapur Hanuman Dhola Royal
Palacewherethe jamarais placed in
the Dasain Ghar.

24 October. Maha Asthami
or the cighth day of the festival is
the day when the goddesses
Durga and Kali have to be
appeased. Animal sacrifices of
buffalo, goat,sheep, chicken and
duckare made all over the
country. The night of the cighth
day i called Kal Ratri, the dark
night. Hundreds of animals are
sactificed in Durga and Kali
temples, palaces, and military
barracks. Let the feasts begin.

25 October is Nawami. The
“Taleju temple at Hanuman
Dhoka s opened for the public.
“Thisis the only day in which the
templeis open and thousands
throng the temple. Sacrifices are
again held at Hanuman Dhoka
Royal Palace to honour the
Durga. This s lso the day when
Biswokarma, the god of creativity

No partridges on pear trees,

i worshiped. Factories, vhicles,
machines houschold weapons,
and these days even computers
and jecairliners are worshiped.

Afier ten long days the batdeis
overand victory has been achieved,
good prevails. 26 Octoberis
Dashami the tenth day. The day
clders putjamara and tika upon the
forcheads of those youngerand
blessthem. The importance of
Dasainalso i i the fact that this
day brings family membersand

relativesfrom far and wide to
receive tika from the head of the
family. The kingand queen oo
give tika o the hundreds waiting
outside the palace thus strengthen-
ing the relationship. Tika continues
for four days and in the last day
people stay at homeand rest. The
full moon day salso called
Kojagrata, meaning ‘whosawake’
‘The goddessof wealth Laxami is
worshipped and people gamble the
nightaway.]

HAPPENINGS

SADHUS AGAINST BIN LADEN: Hindu holy men took outa proces-
sion on 14 October to protest Osama bin Laden and eerorism.

LEFTIES AGAINST US: Lefist partis took out a counter-procession
protesting the US strikes against Afghanistan on Sunday, haer George W

Bushwas burnt n cffgy.

SNOOKER WINNERS: Victors in the Surya Snooker Championships

pose with their crtificates and trophies on 14 October.

VANVHOVHCYS VHON34330

AMVHOVHCYE NI
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Lights, camera, action!

ow that every next movie
N comingout of Hollywood is
featuringanimalsspeaking in

English, itisa onlya question of
time beforea Bollywood film called
Janwarwillalso be released starring
aprovocatively dressed cow
rompingaround with udders
swinging n the parking ot ofa
Swiss esort, while being chased by
aneltoro in heat from a nearby
stud farm, and both belting out the
duet,“Abtoagjaa...mein hun pyar
tera”. And if Bollywood stars
talking bovines, can Kollywood be
farbehind?

“The fact that mostanimalsare
fluentin human languages, can
actually sing quite well n karaoke
bars, and can secredly speak to each
otherin American English s something that has been
ovetlooked by our film industry for fartoo long, It s
only o beappreciated, therefore, chat our producers
arc catching up with time lostand finally rurning their
ateention to relcasing copics of movieslike Catsand
Dogs, Shrekand Dr Dolitcleand creating characters
like Mr Tinkles who (fiwasn'tfor the imely interven-
tion ofa Beagle puppy 007 sccretagent named Lou) would

pe

wer.
So, what's the buzz i the animal kingdom? When
arewwe going to have our own Nepali Dr Dolictle? The
simple answerto these very pertinentand timely
questions s: quite soon. With a name like that, Dr
Doliccle will have to do lctle to be an instant box office:
hitin Gopi-Krishna Hall. Iewillalso not be difficult to
find a Nepali Eddic Murphy lookalike who can
understand what animals from all walks of life are

saying as he passes them on the sreet every day.

Imyselfcouldn’thelp but
overhear snippetsof conversation
becween membersof Kathmandu's

NEPALI SOCIETY

FM’s tri-lingual R]

ulti-cultural, multi-
lingual Nepal needs
more radio jockeys

like Prabhat Rimal. In the
studios of Kantipur FM in
Patan, Prabhat weaves
from Nepali into

non-h i g
whileon my way to work, and was
pleasandly surprised to note that
their concerns mirror the concerns
of the human denizens of the
Kingdom’s capital as we prepare to
mark the festival season,

Dog #1:“Wow! Bow, wow!
“Tenderloin, mountins of ender-
loin on my garbage pile.

Dog#2: “That's nothing look
atthelamb chops and spare ribs
found on mine.
Mifeggnffinghh. . surp,slurp.”

Duck: “Hi guys, howis the
garbage oday?”

Dogs #1 and #2 (ignoring

Duck): “Good thing no one sacrifices dogs in Dasain.
Mvwahahahaha...harharhar.”

Duck: “You don’t know what you are missing, I go
straight to paradise ke Goat here. Right, Goat?”

Goat:"Yup. We go to heaven, unlike you carni-
vores whoare stuck i your mundane, putrescent
world”

Dogs #1 and #2 (snarling): Hey, watch yer mouth,
Who you calling mundancz”

Bufflo: “Hi Goat, hi Duck. I'm offto the Kot.
‘What's it going to be for you guys this year, the Bancpa
Bus or the Safa Tempo?”

Goat:“Actually, ahem, I've been booked for the
7577
Bufflo: “Woa, movingupin the world, L sce.”
Dogs #1 and #2 (snigggring): “Sce bits of youll
here nextweek, then.”

Director: “Cut! OK, excellent. Thank you
everyone, and see you ll after Dasain.”

English and Newari. “I
qguess you rarely find a
bahun ko chhoro who
speaks fluent Newari,” he
says. The Makhan-born-and-
bred Prabhat hosts
Nepalaya during which he
chats to his callers in
Nepalbhasa and plays
Newari songs for half
an hour every
Tuesday.

“Initially,
speaking entirely
in Newari was

difficult. I'd drop in a word or
two of Nepali. But not
anymore,” says Prabhat
whose childhood in inner-city
Kathmandu made him easy
with Newari language, culture
and food. “Practice has
improved my Newari,” says
Prabhat. Now he can even tell
by the accents of the phone-in
callers whether they are from
Bhaktapur, Patan or
Kathmandu.

He also hosts Online
Demand, a popular request
program for Nepalis abroad.
“It's amazing what multime-

dia can do. We have
Nepalis from Hong
Kong, Malaysia, Dubai,
Singapore, the US, UK,
even Argentina,
requesting Nepali
songs,” he says. Hot
Tracks, another one-
hour programme

he hosts, is his personal
favourite—rhythm and blues,
jazz, rock, music of the 70's
and 80. For someone who
grew up listening to Led
Zeppelin and Bob Dylan, and
used money for school fees
to buy the latest tapes,
hosting the show is more like
a hobby than a job.

The RJ still has a fan
following from his Marlboro
Music Hour days, a show he
hosted everyday for an hour
for a year-and-half, switching
easily from Nepali to Newari
and English. Those were the
heydays of FM in Kathmandu.
He says: “FM was new,
people wondered at the
persona behind the voice.”
Six years down the line, FM's
novelty might have worn off,
but its popularity hasn’t
despite there being six FM
stations in Kathmandu Valley.
“There’s a new generation of
Nepalis hooked to it. I think
FM has become more
informative, responsible, and
mature,” he says.

There are those who think
FM is too light. But Prabhat
shrugs this off:

“Bill Clinton can go play a
saxophone in a bar, and
people applaud. But if the PM
or a politician did it here, the
Nepali intelligentsia would
frown.” Maybe not, if Prabhat
himself became a politician! 0
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